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O MEMORIAM

Abe, Spencer Tsutomu, 79, Fresno,
CA, Oct. 4, 2023.

Akahori, Ted Tatsuo, 96, Los
Angeles, CA, Feb. 6.

Brown-Oda, Joanne, 71, New York,
NY, Oct. 10, 2023.

Davidson, Satoko, 89, Ridgeley, WV,
Nov. 19, 2023.

Endo, Douglas, 71, Gardena, CA,
Nov. 28, 2023; he is survived by
his brother, Richard (Arlene) Endo,
and a niece.

Fukai, Iris Katsuko, 68, Torrance,
CA, Dec. 26, 2023.

Gotanda, Osame, 103, Los Angeles,
CA, Dec. 16, 2023.

Hamada, Masako, 102, Anaheim,
CA, Jan. 8.

Hayashi, Alice Wada, 100, St. Louis,
MO, Sept. 28, 2023.

Hayashida, Jill Miyo, 49, Sacra-
mento, CA, Nov. 13, 2023; she was
predeceased by her father, Willie;
she is survived by her mother, Gale
Hayashida; brothers, Mark (Kimiko)
and Michael; and 3 nephews.

Imamoto, Phyllis, 88, Harbor City,
CA, Jan. 16.

Kawachi, Mark Hideki, 69,
San Marino, CA, Dec. 9, 2023.

Kobayashi, Arthur, 89, Chatsworth,
CA, Sept. 7,2023; B.S., UC Berkeley
(mech. eng.); he was predeceased
by his brothers, George (Kathie)
Kobayashi and Masaaki (Atsuko)
Kobayashi; he is survived by his
wife, Tamiko; children, Michelle, Erin,
Gwen Komatsubara (Kenny) and
Alan (Sandy) Kobayashi; siblings,
May Kawakami (Hodge) and Nob
(Patti); many nieces and nephew.

Kobayashi, Tamiko, 102, Monterey
Park, CA, Feb. 5.

Kozuki, Warren Isamu, 80, Newport
Beach, CA, Oct. 21, 2023; he is
survived by his wife, Irene Kozuki;
children, Wayne Kozuki and Kristina
(Tai) Hirosumi; gc: 13.

Kubo, Harold, 96, Campbell, CA,
Dec. 12, 2023; he is survived by
his wife, Betsy; children, Colleen,
Marsha, Milt (Kelly) and Jody (Lois);
gc: 10; ggc: 3.

Kutsuma, Betty, 91, Westminster,
CO, Nov. 29, 2023; she is survived
by her children, Tina Kutsuma,
Tammy (Mike) Irvine and Terry
Kutsuma; she is also survived by
many nieces and nephews; gc: 4;

ggc: 5; gggce: 1.

Maruyama, Herbert, 94, Wheat
Ridge, CO, Oct. 14, 2023.

Masunaga, Harold, 91, Honolulu,
HI, March 9.

Matsumoto, Colleen Hatsumi, 84,
Sacramento, CA, March 6.

Meguro, Leo Ryoichi, 101,
Alhambra, CA, Dec. 6, 2023.

Mishima, Taro, 103, Los Angeles,
CA, Sept. 10, 2023; he is survived
by his wife, Miyoshi; children, Steve
Mishima, Scott Mishima and Sharon
Mishima; he is also survived by
many nieces and nephews.

Miyahara, Gary T., 68, Sacramento,
CA, Feb. 28, 2023; graduate, Uni-
versity of California, Riverside; he is
survived by his mother, Nami Kubota;
sister, Christine (Bill) Fong; a niece,
a nephew and a grand niece; he is
also survived by many aunts, uncles
and cousins.

Miyamoto, Haruko, 98, Torrance,
CA, Jan. 31.

Narita, Cobi, 97, Los Angeles, CA,
Nov. 8, 2023; during WWII, her fam-
ily and she were incarcerated at
the Gila River WRA Center in AZ;
a well-known jazz music impresa-
rio in New York City, she founded
the nonprofit Universal Jazz Coa-
lition and organized the Salute to
Women in Jazz (known later as the
New York Women'’s Jazz Festival);
she is survived by her children,
Robert, Susan Narita-Law, Judith,
Charlene, Lisa, Patricia and Rich-
ard; sister, Therese Nakagawa;
gc: 13; ggc: 6.

Onishi, Henry, 87, Los Angeles, CA,
Oct. 31, 2023; he is survived by his
daughter, Kelley (Darryl) Yamana-
ka; siblings, Gertrude Iwami, Esther
Onogi, Stanley Onishi and Sharon
(Rodney) Kunimoto; he is also sur-
vived by many nieces, nephews and
other relatives.

Tamaki, Jean, 93, Sacramen-
to, CA, Oct. 1, 2023; she is sur-
vived by nieces, great-nieces Erin
(John) Takechi and Robin
Satow; great-grand-niece, Lauren
Takechi.

Tokishi, Thomas Masao, 90,
Gardena, CA, Dec. 8, 2023; he is sur-
vived by many nieces and nephews.

Totsubo, Kazue, 99, Los Angeles,
CA, Feb. 17.
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Yamaji, Rosie Setsuko, 93,
Mountain View, CA, Sept. 12,
2023; she was predeceased by her
husband, Haruo. |

Yada, Seizi Masaichi, 79, Federal
Way, WA, Nov. 15, 2023.

TRIBUTE

EDITH WATANABE

Edith Sadako Watanabe passed
away peacefully on March 5, 2023,
just a few months shy of her 100th
birthday. She was born on July 12,
1923, in San Francisco to Sadakusu
and Tatsuyo Enomoto. Her father
was the proprietor of Enomoto & Co.,
an importer and wholesale grower
of chrysanthemums and roses at his
nursery in Redwood City.

Edie, as she was known to friends
and family, graduated from Galileo
High School in 1941. She attended
UC Berkeley until she was forced to withdraw when Executive Order
9066 called for the incarceration of Japanese Americans living in the
Pacific states during WWII. Luckily, her older adult siblings quickly
arranged for the family to relocate to Denver, Colo., thus avoiding the
camps. In 1946, Edie graduated from the University of Denver with
a bachelor of science in chemistry. In 2009, UC Berkeley awarded
her with an honorary degree. After WWII ended, her family returned
to San Francisco.

Edie met her husband Tom at a JACL convention, and they
married in 1953. They lived in the Windsor Hills neighborhood of Los
Angeles until they moved to Rolling Hills Estates in 1970 with their
four children. Combined with Tom’s successful medical practice,
Edie’s financial management and investment savvy helped ensure
the family’s comfort and security. Edie was a dedicated mother who
gave her children the best educational opportunities and exposed
them to music, theater, sports, travel and lots of good food! She
loved the large space of her home’s backyard and the variety of
ornamental plants, flowers and vegetables and fruit trees that she
had selected.

After raising her young children, she returned to school and
obtained a master’s degree and teaching credential from USC and
taught as a substitute teacher.

Edie and Tom were JACL Life Members and longtime and active
members of Centenary United Methodist Church in Little Tokyo and
the Japanese American Medical Assn. They were also founding
members of the Japanese American National Museum.

Edie had many other interests including traveling, investing in the
stock market and playing bridge. After many years of earning points
in competitive play, she achieved the American Contract Bridge
League Life Master rank in 2004.

Edie did not overtly push her children but was never hesitant to
nudge them when needed and was proud of their academic and
professional achievements. Edie enjoyed spending time with her
grandchildren and great-grandchildren. She was in good health, with
a strong will and a sharp mind until the end. At 99 she could still
recall details of her childhood in San Francisco and all the friends,
family and events of her very full life.

Edith was predeceased by her husband, Dr. Tom T. Watanabe;
siblings, William Enomoto, Yuriko Oku, John Enomoto and Rose
Nakada; and daughter-in-law, Betty Watanabe. She is survived by her
children, Neil Watanabe, Wendy Watanabe (Eric Winter), Dr. Alyssa
Watanabe and Kara Watanabe Kent (Phil Kent); grandchildren,
Jennifer Prindle (Andy Prindle), Tyler Watanabe (Cindy Qin),
Matthew and Nicole Kimi Look, Thomas Winter and Christopher
and Daniel Kent; and great-grandchildren, Jack, Samantha and Lily
Edith Prindle.

In lieu of flowers or koden, please consider a donation in her honor
to the Japanese American Medical Association Scholarship Fund

(jamasocal.org).




