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Uyemura, Raymond Makoto, 58, 
Placentia, CA, July 30.

Wada, Margaret Motoye, 95, Lomi-
ta, CA, April 21; activities included 
Double I’s Women’s Club, the Gar-
dena Nisei VFW Women’s Club, 
Koyasan Buddhist Church and vol-
unteering for the Japanese American 
National Museum, which presented 
her with the Miki Tanimura Outstand-
ing Volunteer Award for extraordinary 
service; she was predeceased by 
her husband, William Wada; she is 
survived by her children, Donna Rae 
Wada and Craig Wada; sister-in-law, 
Chieko Miyata; nieces, grandnieces, 
grandnephews and friends.

Yamamoto, Beverly, 73, Palestine, 
TX, March 27.

Ya m a m o t o ,  H i d e k o ,  1 0 3 ,  
Montebello, CA, April 12.

Yamasaki, Mary Sakaye, 103,  
Los Angeles, CA, June 4.

Yoshida, John, 83, Lower Alsace 
Township, PA, Feb. 23.            n

Murakawa, Sachiko, 96, Kaneohe, 
HI, July 8.

Okigawa, Yasuko, née Nakamura, 
91, Northbrook, IL, Aug. 10.

Sekiya, Linda, 83, Mesa, AZ, May 24.

Suzuki, Alvin, 80, Honolulu, HI, 
March 11.

Suzuki, Ellen, 97, Los Angeles, 
CA, April 24.

Suzuki, Esther Kekai Yoneko, 31, 
Meridian, ID, March 1.

Suzuki, Grace, née Ujifusa, 90, 
Golden, CO, July 20.

Takishita, Harold Hideo, 84,  
Kaneohe, HI, June 23.

Tanaka, Violet, 97, Canyon Country, 
CA, July 9.

Tokunaga, Asao, 81, North Holly-
wood, CA, July 19.

Uehira, Lois, 92, Aiea, HI,  Feb. 16.

Abe, Joanne Hidemi, 75, Honolulu, 
HI, April 23.

Debiasi, Donna Lee Miyashiro, 
64, Honolulu, HI, June 26.

Funai, Kenneth, 82, Honolulu, 
HI, July 1.

Hirata, Lili, 92, Spokane, WA, July 27.

Kawamata, Gilbert Katsumi, 89, 
Haleiwa, HI, June 17.

Kirihara, Tosh, 101, Spokane, WA, 
May 3.

Kubota, Nami Miyahara, 96,  
Sacramento, CA, June 24.
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News Briefs
 

USA Gets Silver to Japan’s Gold Medal in Wheelchair Rugby at Paralympics
American Chuck Aoki (see Pacific Citizen, July 2-22, 2021) said,  

“I wanted this so bad for our team” after Japan won its first gold medal 
in wheelchair rugby on Sept. 2 at the Paris 2024 Summer Paralympic 
Games when it defeated Team USA 48-41. 

Ex-N.Y. Governor’s Aide Charged With Being Chinese Government Agent
Linda Sun, N.Y. Gov. Kathy Hochul’s former deputy chief of staff,  

pleaded not guilty after being charged with acting as an illegal agent 
of the Chinese government. 

 — P.C. Staff

Greater Pasadena’s Harry Kawahara Dies
By P.C. Staff

Educator, activist and counselor 
Harry Kawahara, who co-founded 
and served as the first president of 
the Greater Pasadena JACL chap-
ter in the 1960s, pioneered getting 
Asian American studies classes into 
high school and college curricula in 
the early 1970s and served as the 
founding president of Pasadena City 
College’s Coalition of Asian Pacific 
Employees in the 1980s, died May 
10. The Altadena, Calif., resident 
was 92.

A Nisei born in San Leandro,  
Calif., Sept. 14, 1931, Kawahara 
was the sixth of seven children born 
to Issei immigrants Momotaro and 
Takeno Kawahara. As a 10-year-
old, Kawahara and his family 
were among America’s more than 
125,000 ethnic Japanese whose 
lives and livelihoods were upended 
after President Franklin D. Roo-
sevelt’s Feb. 19, 1942, Executive 
Order 9066. 

Kawahara and his family would 
be detained at the Topaz War Relo-
cation Authority Center in Utah.

After returning to California, 
Kawahara was elected student body 
president of San Leandro High 
School in 1949. At the Universi-
ty of California, Berkeley, he met 
lifelong friends Bob Suzuki and  
Norman Mineta. 

After graduating from UC Berkeley 
with a degree in political science in 
1955, Kawahara attended Pasadena’s 
Fuller Theological Seminary, graduat-
ing in 1960. In 1962, he and Jane K. 
Yamaguchi married. He also earned 
a teaching credential from California 
State University, Los Angeles.

Recalling Kawahara’s many ac-
complishments, Susie Ling, associ-
ate professor of history and Asian 
American Studies at Pasadena City 
College, said, “He did so many 
things on campus. . . . He was on 
lots and lots of committees. He was 
always ready to help out.”

Among Kawahara’s accomplish-
ments:

• Becoming the first Asian 
American faculty member at  
Monrovia High School

• Helping Pasadena establish 
Fred Korematsu Day in 2011

• Pushing to have Asian Ameri-
can Studies taught at the high school 
and community college levels

• Testifying at the Los Angeles 

Commission on Wartime Relocation 
and Internment of Civilians hearing 
in 1981

• Recruiting and preparing tes-
timonials of surviving incarcerees 
for the CWRIC hearing

• Serving as JACL’s Pacific 
Southwest District Council vice 
governor and board member.

In a Densho oral history, Kawaha-
ra recalled the genesis of the Greater 
Pasadena chapter.

“There was an existing Pasadena 
chapter of JACL . . . We thought 
about joining them and beginning to 
take on some leadership roles with 
the other group. We said, ‘Well, it 
might be easier just to form our own 
group.’”

In an interview with Pacific Cit-
izen, Ling marveled at how Kawa-
hara and his fellow Nisei defied the 
“Quiet American” stereotype by 
also speaking out against the Viet-
nam War and helping to establish 
Asian American Studies. “I’m very 
impressed with them now that I’m 
older,” she said.

Kawahara’s own words under-
score Ling’s observation. He told 
Densho: “We were out there march-
ing against the war in Vietnam, 
marching with our fellow minori-
ties regarding civil rights, human 
rights.”

In 2013 at the JACL’s Pacific 
Southwest District Awards Lun-
cheon, Kawahara was among the 
event’s honorees (see Pacific Citi-
zen, Oct. 4-17, 2013). 

Kawahara is survived by his wife, 
Jane; and sons, Tim Kawahara and 
Reed Kawahara; daughter-in-law, 
Trish; and grandchildren, Emiko 
and Walter.           n
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