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ﬂc Requests
Investigation of
Nisei Treatment

* Action by National,
Local Governments on
Terrorists Sought

g ANGELES—The executive
hn:ﬁsof the Los Angeles Chapter
of the National Citizens Political
Action Committee (PAC) on July
18 announced the passage of a
resolution calling for an investi-
gation of the treatment of per-
sons of Japanese ancestry on the
West Coast. .

Mrs. William Dieterle, wife of
the motion picture director and
chairman of the chapter said the
resolution aaketli fo; ]effelctive ac-

by national and loca ern-
mtsy against violence gor;cted
against returning evacuees of Jap-

anese ancestry.

Kenny Asks Support
For Law Officers

In Monterey Talk

-

MONTEREY, (Calif.—Attorney
(eneral Robert Kenney of Cali-
fornia in a talk before the Mon-
terey Interracial Council on July
12 pleaded for public support of
law enforcement officers and con-
demned certain California organ-
igations which he said are “mas-
querading under the pretense of
flag-waving patriotism but are
actually seeking financial bene-
fits” in their opposition to the
return of evacuees of Japanese

 Los Angeles Nisei
Wins Commission
- At Fort Benning

- FORT fFI'nF:NNAINGf Ga.—Seiji
T o s Angeles wag com-
‘missioned a Second Lieutenant in

- the Army of the United States on

. duly 17 upon successful comnvle-

tion of the Officer Candidate

at the Infantry School at
Benning, Georgia.

Lieutenant Takano is the son of
Mr. and Mrs. 1. Takano of 31-9-
D, Rivers, Arizona.

The new lieutenant was induct-
ed into the army on May 19, 1941,
and served with the 442nd Regi-
mental Combat Team and the
171st Infantr:y Battalion before

to Officer Candidate School
ur months ago. He held the rank
of staff-sergeant K before being
wmdl:laloned.
new officer is a graduate
of Franklin High s
ey igh school at Los

81-Year Old Man Gives $1500
| To Japanese Americans

War Veter;m in Stockton Tai:;
Steps to Restore Cemetery
Desecrated by Angry Citizens

ST. Li()l.[lS, Mo.—An 81-year
old d miner who remembered
kindness shown him by a Japa-
Nese American family, traveled
in a day coach from California
to St. Louis to ~ive his friends
$1500 before he died,

The miner, Thomas Fehr,
stood during much of the trip on
the train and was taken to a
hospital after his arrival last
week, Hle died on July 19 of a
heart ailment.

His Japanese American
friends, Mr. and Mrs. Yamato
Hara and their four daughters,
were evacuated from Los Angel-
es in 1942 to a relocation center.
They relocated in St. Louis last
June from a WRA camp in Ari-

zona.

Fehr had lived with them for
eight years in Los Angeles until
the evacuation,

The Haras said they would

open a rooming house in St.
Louis with the money.

Fehr told Mary Elizabeth
Brooks, officer in the St. Louis
office of the WRA, he wanted to
help the Hara family because he
had learned to love them while
living with them for eight years
in Los Angeles,

Fehr said he knew he “didn’t
have long and wanted to see
tll;e'l;n before anything happen-
ed.

Hara, 41, a landscape gard-
ner, was born in Japan and came
to the United States as a child.
His wife is American - born.

Their four children are Kath-
leen, 11; Eleanor, 9; Frances, 5;
and, Doris, 1.

One thousand dollars of the
amount was given by Fehr and
the other $500 by a friend in
California who was contributing
the amount through Fehr.

Industry Leader Asks
Congress Investigate
Handling of Foodstuffs

SEATTLE, Wash.—The North-
west Produce Association, which

last week received a telegram
from Secretary of Agriculture
Clinton Anderson asking them to
discontinue their diserimination
against foodstuffs grown by re-
turned evacuees of Japanese an-
cestry, on July 17 lashed out at
the War Relocation Authority,
charging the WRA with “gross
exaggenations” and “bunglesome
handling of the whole Japanese
situation” and demanding a Con-
gressional investigation into the
handling of produce grown by
farmers of Japanese descent.

Secretary Anderson had stated
in his telegram that the Depart-
ment of Agriculture had received
“numerous protests against the re-
fusal of Seattle produce firms to
handle produce grown by return-
ing Japanese.”

“In view of the present food
situation, we believe such discrim-
ination to be unjustified, and urge
your cooperation in correcting the
situation,” the telegram added.

C. A. Adwen, secretary mana-
ger of the produce association, 18-
sued a statement outlining the
group’s position:

“In May a representative of the
WRA called on all produce houses

and told them that they would be

442nd Officer Goes to War

Against Home Front Prejudice

SACRAMENTO,  Calif. — A
Waming that acts against Japa-
fes¢ Americans are being magni-

in Japan and used as an ex-

fuse to kill American prisoners of
War was voiced on uly 17 by
dlﬂain GeorFe H. Grandstaff, 35,
hmmu’ Calif.,, who told mem-
tor oL the Sacramento Council
e;' hCl\m: Unity that he is disturb-
Y the “racial prejudice of
$0me Americans in a war being
ht for de]'noch.u
sil Pt. Grandstaff, wearer of the
ver Star and the Purple Heart
vith tt}lvg oale lea;.fnfcluster%,a fought
; 00th Infan on
in Ttaly and o try ttali

He described the exploits of the

100th Battalion and the 442nd
Combat Team, mentioning the
bloody crossing of the Volturno

and the 442nd's rescue of the
“lost battalion” in France.

“I could see mo difference be-
tween my blood and that of Japa-
nese Amenicans as it flowed on
battlefronts,” the captain said. .

Capt. Grandstaff is gpending his
leave, with War Department per-
mission, on a speaking tour on tl’fi
half of Japanese American 8010~
iers. He was scheduled to address
the Commonwealth Club in San
Francisco on July 27. He has ad-
dressed the Lions Club in Auburn.
Placer County, and an audience at
the College of the Pacific 1n
Stockton during the past week.

NISEI SOLDIER WOUNDED, IN PACIFIC

W&SHINGTON—-The War Department this week announc-

r

t:: following Japanese American casualty in the Pacific war

lEtlum:lec:l in Pacific Area

- ROKU‘I‘ANI, T/3 Samuel
s, __.,i',ﬂs James Ave, SIQ. Paul.

N A
gisn?z Tsuruio Rokutani, mother,

PAnti-Boy.cott Activities by WRA
Anger Seattle Produce Dealers

forced to handle Japanese produce
. . . This is one example of the
stupid tactics of the WRA. No
good American, and - there are
many of them in the produce busi-
ness, is going to submit to being
pushed around by these people.”

Adwen declared that many tons
of cabbage and other Japanese-
grown produce, shipped in by com-
mon carrier, have been sold here,
and insisted that “local Japanese
farmers” had fared better than
the average other farmers in this
area during the recent slump in
fresh-food prices,

“This whole situation has been
agitated and brought about by the
bunglesome handling of the WRA.
That department has exceeded its
authority and the Northwest Pro-
duce Association is of the opinion
that an investigation should be
made of this whole situation by
Congnass, and the sooner the bet-
ter,’ Adwen’s statement declared.

He declared that a WRA repre-
sentative called on local stores and
produce firms which displayed
“No Jap” signs and asked that
they be taken down. He said that
representatives of the Seattle P?-
lice Department and the mayor's
office repeated the order
where the signs prevailed.

“We have assumed and will con-
tinue to assume a hands-off pol-
icy in any of the Japanese exclu-
gion movements and organiza-
tions,” Adwen added, pointing out
that “these people who stepped
into the breach when the Japanese
left have modernized their meth-
ods and have done an excellent
job. They will receive our first
consideration.”

Montana Soldier
Gets Bronze Star
For Heroic Action

WITH THE FIFTH ARMY,
ITALY—Private First Class Ted
Kusumoto of Whitefish, Montana,
has been awarded the Bronze Star
for heroic achievement in action

the [ on the Fifth Army front in Italy.

He was decorated by Colonel
V. R. Miller, commander of the
442nd Japanese American Combat
Team, at a ceremony in Lecco,
Italy.

Kusumoto crawled through a
German minefield and, by throw-
ing hand grenades, forced enemy

troops to withdraw. A few min-
utes later, he threw nades in-
to an emplacement ying &

N a zi machinegun and wounding
the gunner.

Kusugeot%
September 9,
44]2)nd in September,
Itall!};‘ was in service in Italy and
France and wears the European
Theater Ribbon with three battle
stars, the American Defense Rib-
bon, the Combat Infantryman
and Good Conduct Medal.

entered the service
1940, and joined the
1944, in

Badge
i ents, Mr. and Mrs. Joe
K.HII(sus?lanriobo. live in Whitefish.

Nisei Girl Sings
For 442nd Infantry
In Italian City

LECCO, Italy Toshiko
Hasegawa, an American girl
of Japanese ancestry from Sac-
ramento, Calif., recently sang
for men of the 442nd (Japa-
nese American) Infantry Reg-
iment, now stationed in the
Lecco area.

Miss Hasegawa has been in
Europe since 1935 when she
came to Milan to study sing-
ing and has appeared in op-
eratic roles in various Euro-
pean capitals.

Miss Hasegawa expecis to
return to the United States
eventually, but added:

“When I go back to the
States, I'll never go back to
California. I feel the way most
of the boys feel. I don’t want
to go back where I'm not
wanted. I'll go to New York
City.”

Miss Hasegawa’s family was
evacuated from Sacramento and
1s now relocated in Chicago.

Hunt Newspaper
Will Suspend
Publication Soon

HUNT, Idaho— The Minidoka
Irrigator, published for three years
at Hunt, Idaho, relocation center,
will print its last issue on July 28.

The Irrigator maintained a cir-
culation of 4,000 weekly, with
copies distributed free of charge
to center residents. '

The paper was published by
the Minidoka Consumers’ Coop-
erative and was under the dir-
ection of John F. Graham, reports
officer.

Japanese Graveyard
Wrecked by Vandals
After Pearl Harbor

_STOCKTON, Calif.—Twenty-
eight Pacific war veterans at
the College of Pacific are vol-
untarily restoring a desecrated
Japnneae_ cemetery mear the
;;mpus. it was disclosed on July

The burial ground was torn
ug by angered residents shortly
after the Pearl Harbor attack.

The veterans, who were shoy-
eling dead Japanese into coral
trench graves only a few months
ago, are filling in holes dug in
graves by the vandals and re-
m&:e:rahed and uprooted

A spokesman for the veterans
group said they plan to reseed
the plots and care for the grave-
yard until the evacuees of Japa-
nese ancestry from the Stockton
::':.a return to look after their

n.

“I thought we were fighting
dgainst this sort of thing, not
for it,” Bob McDonald, Marine
veteran of Los Angeles, said.

Ja%c Viueysi'd,l Stockton, for-
mer Navy medical corpsman, at-
tached to a Marine raide:n’bat-
talion at Guadalecanal and Sai-
pan, declared:

“I don’t see how anyone who
calls himself an American could
pull anything like this. I know
how I'd feel if my parents were
buried and I came home and
found their graves desecrated
because  they had foreign
names.” :

Jack Yadgar of New York,
ve_teran of the European war,
joined in: “If anyone should for-
get ?“t animosities, I think we
should. Forty per cent of these

graves belong to infants.”

Captured Nisel Officer Quizzed
By Nazis, Japanese In_ Berlin

Lieut. Shimatsu Was
In City on Day of
Plot Against Hitler

By RINJI MAEYAMA

HONOLULU, Hawaii—How he
was questioned by three Germans
and three Japanese officials in

— {f the heart of
@ Berlin July 20,
1944 was reveal-
ded by Second
Lieut. Hisae Shi-

it month after hav-
i |ing been a war
prisoner of the
Germans for ov-
er a year.
Lt. Shimatsu Lieut. Shimat-
su, an officer of
the 100th Infantry battalion, said
the three Japanese were very re-
spectful, Although two of them
spoke rfect English, the third
one didi’t. But this character did
most of the questioning through
the other two. He wanted to know
the attitude of other Americans
to the AJAs, if there were any
diserimination in such matters as
food. It was evident that this lead-
er was trying to impress Lieut.
Shimatsu with the idea that he
had a sympathetic attitude toward
the AJAs, and had heard of their
wonderful record in action.
Chiefly curious as to whether
Lieut. Shimatsu felt any allegience
toward Japan was the Nazis’ at-
titude. “Hell no, I am an Ameri-
can citizen. 1 fight for America,”
Lieut. Shimatsu replied.
July 20, it will be remembered,
was the day of the famous bomb
lot that nearly ended Hitler’s

ife. Lieut. Shimatsu saw some of

its effects. He recounts that offi-
cial cars SS men were tear-
ing about the battered Reich cap-

-

ital like mad. Fellow prisoners
back in .the camp some. 200 miles
from Berlin heard about it and
when Lieut. Shimatsu t back
there he was jokingly aﬁed if he
hadn’t tossed the bomb.
_Inducted into the Army in the
first draft Dec. 10, 1940, Lieut. -
Shimatsu left Kauai as a private
first class with the 100th Infan-
try battalion. He was commission-
ed in the field Jan. 4, 1944, at
Venafro, Italy for leadership abil-
ity displayed at Hill 600. He was
a platoon sergeant at the time and
his men stopped a counterattack
of about a company of Germans.
. It was shortly after he was com-
missioned that he was captured
near Cassino, the first 100th In-
fant.ﬁy officer to be taken prison-
er. He spent about a year at a
German prison camp near Shubin,
Poland. It was from this camp
that he was taken into Berlin for
interrogation. He states that of-
ficers were treated better than en-
listed men. The food was rather
sho ang Lieut. }.‘.:slhimatsu lostbaﬁ
poun urin is peri ut
there were oﬂger prisoneorg' who
lost up to 90 pounds.
. His release came when the Rus-
sian armies rolled through Poland
enroute to Berlin. Lieut. Shimatsu
and Lieut. Samuel M. Sakamoto
of Honolulu were together at Shu-
bin. Together with other prisoners
they were marched to a camp 20
miles am%r‘.i '{“hetGermanu_ wiger?;
nervous a ept going ou
bothering the two officers who
during a rest period got into a
barn and hid in the hay. Lieut.
Shimatsu was glad to get out of
that group because as it turned
out it kept marching for 48 days.
On his return home, Lieut. -
matsu was greeted by his wife,
Mrs, Tomoe. Shimatsu, and daufnh-
ter, Susan Naomi, whom he had
met for the first time, his
mother, Mrs. Sano Shimatsu, and
his brothers inclu Sgt. Min-
oru Shimatsu, also of the 100th.
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Japanese Canadians File c:ﬂs
To Test Validity of Dominion’s
Evacuee Segregation Program

VANCOUVER, B. C. — Japanese Canadian evacuees last
week lannched their legal drive to contest the validity of the
current segregation program in the interior housing centers for
persons of Japanese ancestry moved out of the West Coast of

Canada in 1942,

Three writs against the British Columbia Security Commis-
sion were issued out of the Supreme Court in British Columbia
on July 17 on behalf of a Canada-born citizen of Japanese an-

cestry, a naturalized Canadian of
Japanese birth and a Japanese
nationl.

Denis Murphy is counsellor for
the three British Columbia evac-
uees,.

Mr. Murphy said that their test
cases seek a judicial order that
the Canadian government is pow-
erless to repatriate any Canadian
of Japanese ancestry and that
steps already taken for that pur-
pose are illegal. The suit claims
that those evacuees who signed
papers requesting repatriation did
so under duress.

Approximately 10,000 jersons
of Japanese ancestry of all cata-
gories now living in evacuee cen-
ters in the British Columbia in-
terior signed papers signifying
whether they wished to return to
Japan or to remain in Canada.

The plaintiffs believe that the
B. C. Security Commission is al-
ready arranging to ship the re-
patriates to some Japanese poses-
sion or to Japan itself without
waiting for the war to end, Mr.
Murphy said. He added that in
support of this opinion, they point
out that those who signed for
repatrviation now are being seg-
regated and mustered into three
central camps.

Decision of the evacuees to take
legal action resulted froin a meet-
ing held last week at the Bay
garm Camp near Slocan City,

Ayl

Mr. Murphy said the writ to
settle the right of a Canadian of
Japanese ancestry will be issued
in the name of Michael Sato, for-
mer salesman for the Scott-Bath-
gate company of Vancouver.
(Other reports indicated, however,
that Mr. Sato had not signed up
for repatriation and it is unlikely
that he has submitted his name
for the case.)

Mr. Murphy claimed that many
of the evacuees who had signed
the repatriation papers later pe-
tit_ioned the B.C. Security Com-
mission to have their names struck
from the list but their requests
were denied.

(During the recent registration
program in the Canadian evacuee
centers, the Japanese Canadians
were informed that those not sign-
ing for repatriation would be fore-
ed to resettle east of the Rockies.
Various inducements were offered
to those who signed for repatria-
tion or remaining in the evacuee
centers.)

L. A. Businessman
Joins WRA Staff
In Great Lakes Area

CLEVELAND, Ohio—Tom Sa-
shihara, formerly of Heart Mount-
tain, and a leading Los Angeles
businessman, this week joined the
Great Lakes Area staff of the
WRA on a special assignment.

Mr. Sashihara will assist evac-
uees in establishing their own
businesses in the Great Lakes
Area and will work with Everett
L. Dakan, special relocation offi-
cer, who is on leave from the Ohio
State University to cooperate in
this project. i

At Heart Mountain Mr. Sashi-
hara was chairman of the board
of trustees of the community en-
terprise and chairman of the first
community council. Since relocat-
ing to Cleveland, he has been op-
erating three apartment and room-
ing houses,

Gets Job in D. C,

—

Nisei Hero Given
Posthumous Award

DENVER, Colo.— Staff Sgt.
Abe M. Fuji (above) has been
posthumously awarded the Sil-
ver Star for gallantri\; in action

r

on Oct. 15, 1944, in France, ac-
cording to War Department in-
formation received by his widow,
a resident of 3112 Lawrence St.
in Denver. According to the
citation, Sgt. Fuji, a member of
the 442nd (Japanese American)
Combat Team was leading a
mine-swieeping crew when he
and his men were suddenly sub-
jected to heavy small arms fire

WASHINGTON—An American
soldier of Ja ancstry sat up
in his hospital bed and thought
out carefully what he should say
to his fnancr, also of Japanese an-
cestry, who had renounced his
United States oiitizetmmp. pte

The Nisei sergeant was a -
mond General Hospital in Modesto,
Calif., with a piece of Nazi shrap-
nel an inch deep in his brain. His
friend was in a Department of
Justice internment camp, to which
he had been taken from a reloca-
tion center when he renounced his
rights as an American.

After long thought, the combat
veteran began writing:

“It is not my purpose to get
in an argument with you. Your
difficulty, however, is shared by
thousands of Nisei like me in a
manner completely different.
I’'m an American to the last
drop of my blood,

“Being a person of Japanese
descent, I’'m aware of discrimin-
ation that is practiced by people
who dare not see further than
the color of our skin. Several
cases of violence against Nisei

Letter by Wounded Sergeant
Regrets Friend's Loss of Faith

families on the coast ane report-
ed. It makes me angry to hear
that but it also encourages me
in my fight for democracy.
“Some of wus are WOUNC
some died on the -battlefle.ld.
They have paid the highest price
for their ideals which the Nisei-
haters dare not, 1 have lost some
of my best friends in France
and italy. But 'm proud and
I'll continue tQ Eé;l;t tfhe gnen;;lr_
of our ntry t foreign
domesti?uAs I have said, I'm
an American to the last drop of
my blood. 7
3""Jmmr. is taking a good, solid
beating for her crimes, Because
she’s never lost a war till now
she may have a notion that it is
a wonderful thing. That, 1 think,
is one reason why she must be
utterly heaten this time for a
lasting peace, :
“I'm glad to hear your family
is well.-1 still remember the
time 1 said goodbye to your
folks before 1 went overseas.
I’m rather disappointed now,
though, because you have lost

faith in your country.”

Of ‘Conspiracy’

Robertson Declares
No Basis Exists for
Sheppard’s Statement

LOS ANGELES—If the War
Relocation Authority were part of
an “official conspiracy to release
Japanese Americans from intern-

ment ca.mga,” as charged by Rep.
Harry R. She of San Bernar-
dino county, the WRA would be

proud of its fellow conspirators
including the War Department,
Area Supervisor Paul G. Robert-
son declared on July 19.
Sheppard issued his statement
July 18 in Washington, D. C., ac-
cusing WRA of conspiring to re-
lease Japanese and Japanese Am-
ericans from “internment camps
to engage in sabotage on the West
st.

from an enemy road-clock. He - Coast

ordered his men to leave the
road and take cover. Aware that
the road had to be cleared and
used as a supply route for his
organization, Sgt. Fuji crawled
from his concealed position and
started removing a booby trap
tripwire. While working in an
¢ position, a burst of ma-
chine-gun crossfire killed him
instantly. As a result of his brav-
ery, four enemy machine-guns
were disclosed and subsequently
destroyed and a vital supply
route was opened, the War De-
partment reported. '

Wife of Soldier

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Since

December, 1944, Mrs. Lily Taka- ;

hashi has been employed by the
District of Columbia Pospital Per-
mit Bureau. She is employed in
the Intake Division and interviews
patients at the Gallinger Hospital
every other day.
Before coming to Washington,
she was employed by the Camp
Shelby USO as assistant to the
hostess and stenographer, while
her husband, Pvt. Sam M. Taka-
hashi, was training with the Field
Artillery Unit of the 442nd ‘Com-
bat Team. He is now stationed
in Italy with the Combat Team.
While at Granada, Mrs, Taka-
h?sl& the g;:l-ger Lily Matsushige
o res, if., resided at
12E-7-D. Tk
Mrs, Takahashi’s mother-in-law,
Mrs. Kiyo Takahashi, formerly of
Granada, Block 8K-10-E and 2805
W. 80th St, Los Angeles, is also
employed in Washington,

Report WRA Sought Housing
For Evacuees in Richmond

RICHMOND, Calif.—Efforts of
the War Relocation Authority to
locate approximately 1,000 evacu-
ee families of Japanese ancestry
in the Richmond area was disclos-
ed on July 20 by Charles Strot-

off, executive director of the
Riel Housing Authority,

Strothoff said a representative
of the WRA visited him on July

19 and i
1,000 Ia:ﬂaelted housing for the

ilies. The housing offi- | hi

cial reponted he denied the request
because all available units were
mngetun?d;ve{eto the Navy for
rkers a unter’s Poi

Mare Island. L
' Strotlmf{ freport(la::l that a simi-
ar request from the WRA to the
Standard 0il Company in Rich-
mond was also turned down

cause Standard Oil official
“it would ot be & good policy, L

re ‘Japanese’ at

a good poliey to
this time,”

be- | ers the agency’s

Robertson called Sheppard’s
blast “an unfortunate statement
completely out of touch with' fact.”

The WRA area chief said he
supposed - “the fellow conspirators
Sheppard has in mind are the War
Department, which has ordered
the return of loyal persons of Jap-
anese ancestry for military rea-
sons; the U. S. Supreme Court,
which has held it illegal to detain
citizens of unchallenged loyalty;
the churches of every denomina-
tion, and the army of citizens who
revere the Constitution and the
Bill of Rights.”

“Actually,” declared Robertson,
“the WRA has no authority over
which persons of Ja se ancest-
ry return to the Pacific Coast. On-
ly the War Department has that
authority. This is common know-
edge among newspaper readers
throughout the country.

“Moreover, when the Yucaipa
congressman links the War Relo-
cation Authority in any way with
the operation of internment camps
for Japanese, he is slighti e
Department of Justice, which has
Jjurisdiction over such camps and
their occupants.”

Robertson cited Sheppard’s as-
sertion that persons likely to en-
gage in sabotage are returning to
the West Coast, as a very satis-
factory method for shaking publie
confidence in government agen-
cies vital to the war,

the

“I cannot speak for War
Department, nor for the FBI, nor
for the Army and Navy intelli-
gence agencies,” Robertson said.

“But as a citizen I can tell any
person who tries to use WRA as
a dummy through which to tear
down the good name of our in-
ternal'a_ecurity agencies, that in
my opinion those agencies are do-
ing a bang-up job.” '
_“To charge that those agencies,
either jointly or singly, cannot
control potential saboteurs in the
face of their records, to my mind
is I}'ldicgl::ds,” Robertson said.

e p in the same category
_Sheppard’s charge that the WRA
1s “a bureaucracy which seeks to
perpetuate itself,”

e e liquadation dates of WRA
relocation centers have been an-
nounced,”

ﬁ(?:{l next year.”

Sheppard's accusations,” Rob-

ertson said, “may well raise

- | of Kent, Wash

WRA Official Counters Charge

by Legislator

doubts in the minds of the men
overseas fighting for the demo;
cratic principle. If the tiny min-
ority in our population comprised
of persons of Japanese descent can
be successfully victimized, then
the servicemen will know that the
minority they will comprise in our
nation also may be victimized.”

Robertson revealed that San
Bernardino county had a pre-evac-
uation population of 346 persons
of Japanese ancestry.

Rep. Sheppard Wrong
In Entire Statement,
Declares Cozzens

SAN FRANCISCO—R. B. Coz-
zens, assistant director of the
War Relocation Authority on July
18 replied to charges made by
Rep. Harry Sheppard, D., Calif.,
accusing the WRA 'with a “con-
spiracy” to release persons of
Japanese ancestry from “intern-
ment camps” and with seeking to
“perpetuate itself.”

Sheppard urged continued in-
ternment of Japanese Americans
under Army control rather than
the WRA.

Cozzens declared:

“Sheppard is wrong in his en-
tire statement. Internment
camps have always been opera-
:ed by the Department of Jus-
ice,

“WRA is releasing no one
from war relocation centers un-
less his or her name appears
on a cleared list which has been
furnished by the commanding
general of the Western Defense
Command.

“It is not possible that Shep-
pard would want to include the
United States Supreme Court in
his ‘officially sponsored conspir-
acy’ for the court has directed
that WRA can no longer retain
persons whose loyalty is not
questioned by the military.”

42 Persons Leave
Tule Lake Center

NEWELL, Calif. — Forty-two
residents at the Tule Lake segre-
gation center, all of whom were
classified as eligible for relocation,
le_.fi{ the camp during June for in-
dividual resettlement in the East
and Midwest,

George Minato
To Open JACL
Seattle Office

Will Assist Evacuees
Returning to Homes in
Pacific Northwest

George Minato, who was evac.
uated from Seattle in 1942, hag ye.
turned to that city to open the
JACL's Pacific Northwest office,
according to an announcement thig
week by Saburo: Kido, nationg|
-president of the JACL,

The JACL office in Seattle will
be located at 714 Avenue,
until permanent quarters are oh.
tained. E

George Minato was active iy
JACL work at the time of the
evacuation and has continued hig
interest in league activities in Sajt
Lake City.

He was formerly an official of
the Alaska Cannery Workers Up-
ion, a CIO affiliate, and has par-
ticipated in CIO activities in” the
Northwest.

Mr. Kido outlined the duties of
the new JACL Northwest office ag
embracing resettlement assistance
as well as public relations, The
office will stress such work until
the Seattle JACL chapter, former.
ly one of the most active in the or.
ganizations, is reactivated,

Three Nisei Soldiers
Return from Service
In Northwest Pacific

FORT SNELLING, Minn.—Af{.
er 28 months of service in the
Northwest Pacific theater, Tech,
Sgt. Yasuo Umetani, T/3 Kuny
Nakao and Pvit. Roy Hashizawa
arrived at Fort Snelling recently
for reassignment.

All graduated from Camp Sav-
age in 1942, Sgt. Nakao's home is
in Sacramento, Calif., while the
other two soldiers have parents in
Colorado.

Tech. Sgt. Tom Taketa, former-
ly of Marysville, Calif., a veteran
of 13 months of service in the Bur-
ma-India theater with the First
Air Commando group, arrived at
Fort Snelling from Fort Benning
and was assigned to the school
faculty.

Sgt. Taketa was originally sched-
uled for officer's candidate frain-
ing but was injured during his
first week at Fort Benning. :

His commanding officer while
overseas was Col. Philip Cochran,
chief source of inspiration for
Milton Caniff’s “Terry and the
Pirates.”

Report Nisei War
Veteran Wants Action
Against Pacific Enemy

LOS ANGELES—A Purple Heart
and two battle stars, plus a so-
journ in Army hospitals, isn't
enough for S/ Edward Tke-
gami, Los Angeles soldier in
Uncle Sam’s artillery.

So he's asked for another over-
seas assignment—this time “to
take a whack at the Japs.”

The sergeant, 30, joined up with
the Army back in 1941, before
Pearl Harbor. He served with the
522nd Field Artillery Battalion,
part of the famous 442nd all-
Nisei Combat Team which so dis-
%infu.ished itself in France and
taly.

On a five-day furlough from
Army Mitchell Convalecent Hos-
pital, San Diego, the sergeant is
ﬁﬁtting his first look around Los

ngeles in four years. He is stay-
ing at the Barclay hotel, 103 W.
4th St. =

He is single, but is “willing to
change that” Hobby? “Night
life"—though he hasn’t had much
of it lately, he says, with a girl.

After the war? Well, he'll fig-
ure that out when he gets back

from the Pacific— “if 1 do.”

VFW Posts in Hawaii Welcom;
Japanese American Veterans

HONQLU.LU, T. H.— Veterans
of Foreign Wars posts in Hawaii
welcome returning combat veter-
ans of Japanese ancestry for mem-

bership in their posts
the attitude posts and deplore

VFW post which has rejected
application of Pfe, Richard N::E

Melville Holmes, commander of
the Kaimuki - Waikiki post Nt:).
3865 of the VFW in Hawaii, an-
}t;gmoed in the Star-Bulletin that

ization was willing to ac-
cept application of anc.8 Na.iat:,

of a Spokane, Wash., | the

now recovering from wounds re:
ceived in Italy at Baxter General
Hospital in Spokane.

Com Holmes declared
that he wanted to add his name to
petition signed by more than
500 combat veterans at Baxter hos-
g‘ltal, protesting the action of the

pokane post and asking for re
consideration, . ;
. The Star-Bulletin reported that
it had learned that other VFW
posts in Hawaii were extending 8

welcome to veterans of Ja
ancestry,
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Japanese Alien | Commissions in the Field

Volunteer Wins
L]
U.S. Citizenship
pyt. Kawakami Turns
Down Opportunity for
Army Dilchlrse

LU, T. H—Pvt. Har-
HONOLY Kawakami of Waimea,

vey SADUTO A5 onger an  alien,
Kaual, i8 m sgheievin'g his
life-long  ambi-

| | tion, he has been
. made a citizen
of the United
& States, after a
little more than
three months
service in Uncle
Sam’s Army.

Kawakami, Ka-

uai's first alien

. S8 Japanese bto t‘Il:e
wakam1 accep y the

i y AMY: Mquired
his naturalization papers at a

which took place May
third regimental hall of
M. McClellan, Ala., with the com-
msnding general officiating, Of
the 45 men naturalized, two were
Japanese. The ceremony took place
four days after Pvt. Kawa

had passed his 45th birthday.

“You may be interested to know
fhat my discharge vapers were all
made out without my knowledge,”
Kawakami wrote home, “They took
it for granted that I would accept
discharge since 1 am over 42, but
to their surprise, I turned them
down flatly.” He continued, “Af-
ter all, I volunteered to serve my
country and I cannot take an easy
ot while we are still” waging a
svige war against Japan.”

Kawakami, proprietor of Kawa-
kami chain stores in Waimea,

Kapaa and Lihue, vol-
mor service into the Army
for two years before he was ac-
cepted. He has a son, Pfc, George
Kawakami, member of the 442nd
Regimental combat team, station-
ed in Italy.

Gnmi::ntirx utl.]ba the casualty tlr
ports, he wrote that papers in the
states are covered with daily re-
ports which show that the people
here are suffering just as much as
those of Hawaii. This fact, he said,
should dispel some illusion that
the Hawail people have been car-
:{i.n"g more than a proportionate
of the suffering.

Touching on his training Pvt.
Kewakami wrote as follows: “I
have finished the tenth week of
my hr.ucgga‘;iminz l‘:bui; L stil{)ei}gve
seven weeks to go ore
| am transferred to the language
school in Minnesota.

“All the previous interpreter
mlge received but eight weeks

¢, but we are required to take
the complete 17 weeks under the
new War Department ruling.

“There are 83 boys from Hawaii
who came with me to Fort Me-
Clellan, All the boys are in rifle
tompanies with the exception of

of us. We are in the heavy
Weapon unit. The boys are all do-

ceremony
19 in the

mi

sions in Italy. The new second
Tech. Sgt. Okumura,
Tsuruda, Covina, Calif.;: S
of the 232nd Engineers;
muela, Hawaii. They are
(JG) Albert W. Koby,

Mountain View,

lieutenants are (left to right
Calif.; Tech. Sgt. Divit)l

taff Sgt. Frank Sagara, Winters, Calif.
and, Tech. Sgt. Toratsugu Ryusaki, Ka-

_bemg sworn in by Warrapt Officer
assistant regimental adjutant.

Maj. Saibara Awaits
Call to Join Unit
For Pacific Duty

GALVESTON. Texas — Maj.
Robert Saibara, one of the highest
ranking Japanese Americans in
the U. S. Army and a native of
Webster, Tex., is back home in
Webster after service as radio of-
ficer with Gen. Courtney Hodges’
First Army in Germany is
awaiting orders to rejoin General
Hodges’ staff in the war against

Jam.

j. Saibara is a grandson of
the late Seito Saibara, once a
prominent Tokyo lawyer and a
leader of the now-defunct Liberal
party. Saibara came to the United
States nearly 40 years ago and es-

Last Rites Held
For Pvt. Nitta
In Denver

POSTON, Ariz.—Funeral rites
for Pvt. Kongo Nitta, formerly
of Poston, who passed away July
14 at Camp Maxey, Texas, were
held in Denver Colo., on July 19,
according to the Poston Chronicle.
Pvt. Nitta formerly lived in
Block 216, Paston, and Watson-
ville, Calif. He was called to ac-

ing all right.”

tive duty in March.

looth Veterans

:':““fle Times Reports
Incident” Met by Gls
At Soda Fountain =

were wonderi
week whether the job they't‘lf%
“iscozn]gat. ti)n Italy and
job required to
Prove just what kind of Americans
they and their families really are,”

"’f s%:k&mea declared on July

rteen were Japanese
B;A'ﬂ’ﬂmfmm the 100th I&ntry
the 442nd Combat

talion of
“Al.mll'l can’t hel idast

‘l{ﬂh;':hhﬂ Boes into & place with &
by Heart and Combat Infan-
dee, Badge ang two or three other
ro8ions on his chest, and is

el & ‘coke’ with cigarette ashes
MIV sprink] on top,”
nmlreported 1
i €8 reported that this in-
._ happened to four of the
it Port returned combat veterans
thom weesWton Hospital, all of
o 'e wounded in overseas

S5
i

F

ey want,
By shouldn’t

Proud of Unit's

Record_,!/ould Volunteer Again

Cpl. Rodney Fukui told the
Times, however, that public recep-
tion “on the whole” has been
nice. )

“It was worth daing,” Fukui
gaid of his experiences overseas.
“We have no regrets, anyway. I
think every man in the outfit
would volunteer again.”

Other 100th Infantry veterans
at Fort Lawton Hospital backed
up Fukui’s sentiments.

“There have been a few un-
pleasant incidents, but not many.
On the whole, it's been all right.
I'm glad I did it. I think it's dcfne
some good,”’ Pfe. Henry Iwano, 22,
of Hilo, Hawaii, declared. -

“P'yve never had any trouble,
gaid Pfe. Tomiya Sato, 28, of Hon-
olulu, “Most people understand—
especially the divisions that have
fought with us.”

Prepare Hoslél
For Evacuees in
Santa Barbara

BARBARA, Calif —The
Santa Barbara Ministerial Union
and the United Churchwomen will
convert the former Bt_lddhlst tem-
ple in Santa Barbara into a hoste
to provide temporary housing for
returning evacuees of Ja nesi
ancestry, it was Te las

SANTA

said. week.

1| dau g hters,

Nisei Major Returns 'to Texas
Home After Service in Germany

tablished a colony of
Japanese at Webster.

“To me the war against the Jap-
anese is the same as the war
against the Germans,” Maj. Sai-
bara declared. “Let us hope that
we will be able to get the job over
within the minimum of fime so
that we may come back to our
families,”

The Japanese American office
wears three battle stars for his
part in three major offensives in
Europe. He served in England,
France, Belgium, Luxembourg and
Germany. Before going overseas
he commanded a battalion at
Can'}% Crowder, Mo.

“The most race-conscious peo-
ple on earth,”” Maj. Saibara said,
“are the Germans. They eyed cur-
iously every American soldier who
did not bear a resemblance to the
Germans or the British. I think
the American Army with its
hodge-podge of all races kept the
Nazis in utter bewilderment. They
eyed me curiously because of my
resemblance to some of my Orien-
tal ancestors.

“This was in sharp contrast to
the attitude of my fellow Ameri-
can officers and enlisted men to-
ward me, which was never con-
spicuously different from their at-
titude toward anyone else. That
is one of the fine things about the
American Army. In civilian life
the situation is not entirvely the
same, for civilians do make some
sharp distinctions socially. In the
business and - professional world
the situation is semewhat better,
yet not as favorable as in the Ar-
my, Perhaps the retuun of men
from the army and maybe from
the other armed services will in-
fluence a still better attitude
among civilians,”

Major Saibara, a native of Tex-
as, formerly commanded a motor
messenger company in service in
France, Luxembourg and Belgium.
This company transported mes-
sages from headquarters com-
mand to the various armies,

He related “one failure of ident-
ity” by the Nazis which saved
him from being killed or taken

risoner.

i “We were driving through Ger-
man territory during the break-
through and we passed a platoon
of German soldiers. Being greatly
outnumbered, we did not shoot.
The Nazis must have thought we
were Germans in an American
jeep, since the enemy frequently
made use of captured American
equipment.” :

qu'jur Saibara said the First
Army, with which he served, was
appropriately named “the First.
It was the first army to land in
the Normandy mvasmn,theﬁaf;?et
to fight its way across )
the fgirst across the Rhine and the
first to make contact with the
Russians. .

The major is the son of K. Sai-
bara, large-scale rice grower of
Webster. His wife, the former
Rola Watanabe, and their two
Phyllis. and Judy, re-

Webster, Major Saibara

Christian

side in i
| officer in flight training
i‘:;aihgnAir Corps at the beginning

of the war.

Nisei Officer
Quizzes Japanese
Guerrilla Leader

OKINAWA — A Japanese
American intelligence officer
from Hawaii, Lieut. Wallace
S. Amioka of the U.S. Tenth
Army, was identified July 18
as the officer who interviewed
Lieut, Col. Tokiharu Aoyagi,
Japanese guerrilla officer on
Okinawa who was later shot
while trying to escape.

' Aoyagi, probably the
highest-ranking Japanese guer-
rilla officer on Okinawa, was
captured by Maj. Silas W. Bass
of Los Angeles who organized
a patrol commanded by Capt.
Andrew Campbell,

War Veterans

Oppose VFW's

Plan for Nisei
Formation of Special
Japanese American
Unit Rapped by .Gls

SPOKANE, Wash. — Members
of the “Veterans Anti-Prejudice
Committee” at the Army’s Bax-
ter General Hospital do not be-
lieve in a separate Veterans of
Foreign Wars Post for Japanese
American soldiers, as suggested
by some VFW officials, accord-
ing to Sgt. Edward K. Salsich,
spokesman for the veterans’ group,

The committee was formed at
Baxter recently following the re-
Jjection of the application of a
Japanese American combat yeter-
an, Pfe. Richard Naito, by a Spo-
kane VFW post.

Sgt. Salsich, Pfe. Naito and
Staff Sgt. Spady Koyama, an-
other wounded Nisei veteran, ap-
peared recently at a meeting of
the military and naval affairs com-
mittee of the Spokane Chamber
of Commerce.

Sgt. Salsich declared that the
“Veterans Anti-Prejudice Commit-
ttee” now had a committee at
Fort George Wﬁm He said that
Pfc. Naito has offers from
other veterans’ organizations in
the country for active or honorary
membership.

Florida VFW Paper
Hails Nisei Soldiers

ARCADIA, Fla.—The Florida
Veterans of Foreign Wars News

425 Evacuo_esﬁl.;av_e Ror\;ver
Center on Special Train for
Former Homes in California

Day Coaches Used for
Retuming Group as
ODT Rules Observed

WASHINGTON — The Interior
Department reported on July 21
that 425 Japanese American evac-
uees were scheduled to leave the
'Rohwer, Ark., war relocation camp
on July 26 to return to their
homes in California.

Most of those returning to Cal-
ifornia will make the 2000-mile
trip in seven day-coaches and will
arrive in California about July
31. Omne tourist sleeper will
used to transport the aged and
sick,

The train from Rohwer to Cal-
ifornia, the first special train to
transport evacuees back to the
West Coast, was arranged through
the Office of Defense Transpor-
tation. All details of the trip
were in conformity with ODT reg-
ulations, ing to Secretary
of Interior Ickes.

Plans worked out by WRA un-
der ODT rules provide a diner
and two baggage cars for the
special train.

All of the evacuees returning
have been cleared by the Western
Defense Command for eligibility
to return to the West Coast area.
About 125 families and nearly
100 children under the age of 15
will be ineluded in the group.

A few members of the group,

who plan to resettle in the Rocky
Mountain area, will leave the train
at Pueblo, Colo., Ogden, Utah, and
Salt Lake City. Most of the evac-
uees, however, will go on to Lodi,
Sacramento, Stockton, Fresno and
Los Angeles. :
From Lodi onward cars will be
dropped from the train with only
two coaches, the sleeper and one
baggage car going on to the last
stop at Los Angeles.
Secretary Ickes said that like
all other rail and bus movements
required by WRA for relocation
of Japanese Americans from its
eight centers, the five-day train
trip to California is to be handl-
ed in keeping with wartime trans-
portation needs.

for June hailed the bravery of
American soldiers of Japanese an-
cestry in Italy.

The VFW publication publish-
ed a photo of the eleven surviv-
ing members of a Japanese Amer-
ican platoon of the 100th Infan-
try Battalion which had captured
an important road junction from
the Germans in I ;
“Americanism is not, and never
was, a matter of race or ances-

try,” the VF'W paper declared.

SPRINGFIELD, Mo. The
Springfield News and Leader has
been flooded with letters protest-
ing and condemning the action of
a group of Springfield citizens who
recently prevented the burial of
Ikuta Kishimura, long-time resi-
dent of the city, in Eastlawn ceme-
tery.

Letters on the “Kishimura inci-
dent” led all other communications
to the News and Leader, the paper
asserted.

“We did not receive a single let-
ter defending the petitioners,” the
newspaper added.

Ikuta, Kishimura, a bachelor and
an employee of the Okino Dairy
in Springfield for many years,
died in Springfield recently of ill-
ness, Following his death Mr.

Eastlawn and planned to bury the
deceased there. The grave was be-
ing dug and funeral services were
starting when a group of Spring-
field citizens arrived and present-
ed a petition protesting the burial
of a person of Japanese ancestry
in the cemetery. 1

As a result of the action the
body was sent to Kansas City for
cremation and the remains were
buried on land owned by the Okino
family.

“To have denied burial to Mr.
Kishimura in Eastlawn ceremetery
is an act of gross intolerance and
is based on sinister race Y_reju-
dice,” one of the letters published
by the News and r said.
“§hame, ghame on us all that such
a could have happened in

thi
Spﬁn:geld in the year 1946.”

Okino bought a three-grave lot at | man has

Gls on Okinawa Condemn

Home Town's Discrimination

Another letter assured newcom-
ers to Springfield that the peti-
tioners did not represent the ma-
jority of the residents of the city.

Letters from two soldiers on
Okinawa, a Marine lieutenant and
an Amf corporal, also sharply
condemning the act of prejudice
br people of their hometown, were .
also published in the paper.

Marine Lieutenant B‘:enry C.
Duncan wrote from Okinawa:

“Perhaps many of us have been
fighti false hopes and ideals,
but it has been my belief that we

are fighting not for a single race
or against a single race, but for
a country where all races may live
together in peace. Alt.hougi we
have never completely realized our
ideal, we have come closer than
ever come before,
“There are millions of men fight-
ing for that ideal today and
among them are several thousand
Japanese Americans, many of
whom have died defending the
Stars and Stripes. Perhaps some
Americans are too good to lie be-
side these men in death, but when
all is finished, I wonder who will
have the clearer concept of what
we fight for or who will have giv-
en the most to preserve it.”
Lieut. Duncan declared he noted
with “regret’” the petition which
had barred Ikuta Kishimura from
burial in Eastlawn cemetery.
T/56 Howard C. Dunn wrote the
Spri Id paper from Okinawa:
“When I read about the furore
over what to do with the body sof
Mr, Kishimura) I felt a little sick
at my stomach. . . .”
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EDITORIALS:
Stockton Veterans

~ The men who plotted this most devasta-
ting of wars, World War II, were men of
ignoble ambition and evil minds. They were
Hitler and Mussolini, and all the major and
minor disciples of Fascism and Nazism, and
they were Tojo and the scheming men of
Japanese imperialism. )

These men of diseased mind brought hate
and plunder and blood to almost every part
of the globe, and they brought these ingi-
rectly into little crevices on the American
landscape.

For even here, men and women have
preached race hatred and race superiority,
those twin concepts of the Nazi theory, and
here men and women have stoned the in-
nocent, maligned the minority, and plunder-
ed the helpless.

' The Negro, the Jew, the Japanese Amer-
ican—America’'s minorities have trembled
under the whiplash of hate, wielded not by
the enemy in some foreign battlefront but
at home on the peaceful streets of America.

That hate has been scheming, as in the
exploitation of labor; it has been evil, as in
the race riots of Detroit; and it has been
useless and -senseless as in the overturning
of gravestones in a Japanese cemetery.

" That happened in Stockton, when vandals
dug holes in graves, overturned headstones,
and trampled upon grass.

And the men who are today tending those
graves, reseeding the lawns, and restoring
smashed headstones are veterans of the Pa-
cific war, who short months ago were fight-
ing the Japanese enemy in the islands to
the east.

These men went abroad to save a way
of life, to restore peace to a world girdled
by blood. They fought and killed and de-
stroyed, and came home to restore what had
been torn down during their absence.

These are the men who should have hate,
but they have not. They have hatred only
for the evils they sought to destroy, and
they can differentiate between a lust for
killing and the necessity for extermination
of evil doctrines.

Twenty-eight war veterans, tired of bat-
tle, have come home to do more battle.

Canadian Test Cases

Japanese Canadians, whose civil rights
were far more drastically violated than those
f Japanese Americans, have finally brought
to court three test cases on the validity of
repatriation orders.

In 1942 Canadian evacuated its 23,000
persons of Japanese ancestry in the coastal
areas to the British Columbia interior,

In 1945, on March 16, the government
began repatriation procedures for these evac-
uees, offering special inducements to those
who signified their willingness to repatriate
to Japan. The repatriation procedure was
given as an alternative to resettling east of
the Rockies.

“Failure. to agree to resettlement outside
British Columbia by those evacuated Japa-
nese Canadians not wanting to sign appli-
cations for voluntary repatriation to Japan
may be regarded later by the proposed loy-
alty tribunal, when it is established, as evi-
dence of lack of cooperation with the gov-
ernment of Canada,” it was declared.

With this thinly-veiled threat, the gov-
ernment then offered to those willing to re-
patriate, free passage to Japan for all family

members, free transportation of all .p_ersonal
effects, all proceeds from disposition of
property, and continued residenc_e in thtT
government’s evacuee housing projects unti
time of repatriation. e

Those not wishing repatriation were to
resettle immediately in the Eastern portion
of the country. None could return to the

t‘ .
ww'l?hg;aproposals were made in the midst
of the Canadian elections, when all but the
CCF, Canada’s socialist party, pa.ndered. to
British Columbia’s m&mg, race—l:;at;:;xp

rogram. The Japanese ian was
?orgiasue in the mpaign in British Colum-
bia and the party in power was obwous!y
echoing the sentiments of British Columbia
racists in a play for votes.

Unds:::l thel;eyconditions, 10,000 Canadians
signed repatriation papers. :

Since that time, however, two important
factors have changed the picture for f.hesa
citizens. 3

The Canadian government, upon petition
from the British military and finally agced-
ing to petitions from its Japanese Canadians,
has taken into its army its citizens of Jap-
anese descent.

Today the advance guard of these Japa-
nese Canadian troops already are in t}-le
Burma-India theater while others are In

_training at Canadian camps. Theirs will be

an important role in the Pacific war effort
of the United Kingdom.

And the elections are over.

The decision to use Japanese Canadians
in its army now assures these citizens o_f
the strongest basis for full, recognized citi-
zenship. As Japanese Americans can, so can
these Canadians demand fullest enjoyment
of their civil rights,

Meanwhile, with the elections over, the
air has been clarified for clear-cut thinking
on the status of these second-class citizens.

The three test cases called on behalf of
a Canadian-born Japanese, a naturalized Ca-
nadian of Japanese origin and a Japanese
national will seek a court order that the
government is powerless to repatriate any
Japanese Canadian, that steps thus far taken
are illegal, and will ask recognition of the
fact that those signing repatriation papers
did so under duress,

A quick and just settlement of these
cases is necessary to insure that the Domin-
ion to the north abide by the rules of dem-
ocratic behavior and justice toward a min-
ority within its borders.

Political Double-Talk

The week’s best example of political
double-talk has been furnished by State
Senator Jack B. Tenny of Los Angeles, re-
cently reelected as chairman of the Califor-
nia Legislature’s “Little Dies” Committee.
Speaking to newspapermen in San Jose,
Senator Tenney declared that he and his
committee were opposed to the anti-Nisei
movement and considered such activity as
“un-American as Communism or Fascism,”
to quote his words.

It was not more than two weeks ago that
Senator Tenny was charged with misleading
the people of California regarding the re-
turn of the evacuees, and the War Reloca-
tion Authority offered proof that the Los
Angeles legislator was involved in a delib-
erate attempt to foment suspicion and pre-
judice. During the recent legislative session
Senator Tenney was the source of several
contradictory statements regarding the evac-
uees, extending from a plea to accept “loyal”
evacuees to a stentorian demand to exclude
them from California. He was also the au-
thor of several bills and_resolutions on what
he calls the “Japanese question,” including
a measure which would have brought all of
the amendments since 1920 to the Alien
Land Law of California before the voters of
the State. This latter bill had no conceivable
purpose other than to supply a rostrum for
race-baiters,

The Tenney Committee which has an-
nounced itself opposed to anti-Niseism has
three regional chairmen, Assemblymen Ran-
dal Dickey of Alameda, Senator Hugh Burns
of Fresno and Senator Nelson Dilworth of
Riverside County, all previously regarded as
proponents of anti-Nisei legislation.

It would be most interesting if the Ten-
ney Committee on Un-American Activities
would investigate anti-Niseism in California,
Senator Tenney, who in private life is also
chairman of the anti-Nisei Council on Alien
Relations and of John Lechner’s American-
ism Educational Committee, may find that a
leading source of anti-Nisei propaganda is
none other than Jack B. Tenney,

| Rankin, to pu
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California’s so-called “Japanese
problem” was a matter of stren-
uous debate in the House of Rep-
resentatives on July 11. A-;‘ %?h‘:

- . * i bi o
by e bljgg th.egw ole of
the Tenney “Little Dies” Commit-
tee report on the “Japanese” in Cal-
ifornia in the onal Rec-
ord, was blocked by the objections
of one of the House's Democra-
tic leaders, Rep. Sabath of Illi-
Mis. ; 3 .

Rep. Rankin, who has made sil-
lier headlines in recent days with
his screams about an im
Bolshevik revolution in lelyw_OOd
‘and his demand for the resignations
of Secretary Stimson his
aides, Patterson and McCloy of
the War Depantment, for their al-
leged efforts in propagating Com-
munism in t.h‘;r Atrmogés \gras m%r:‘llty
fronting for Wes race- -
ers mus effort to have the Cal-
ifornia Tenney report republished
in the 'Co: ional Record, the
Tupelo Tory’s efforts apparently
being something in the way of a
lend-lease arrangement by which
the professional Jap-haters from
the Coast will look the other way
when Rankin snarls from the
House floor against the Jews, the
unions, the FEPC and WalterWin-
chell. ,

The Mississippi congressman's
performance is one evidence of the
fruition of the suggestion by Rep.
J. Leroy Johnson of Califorma
that West Coasters who oppose
the return of the evacuees should
solicit the support of Southern
Bourbons .in their congressional
battles. _

Then the fewrddniya lat.;r Rep.
Harry ppa rom Yucaipa,
Calif.,, who had just returned to
Capitol Hill after a long junket
through Pacific war regions, loos-
ed a verbal barrage against the
War Relocation Authority for its
policy, in Sheppard’s words, of re-
leasing' citizens and aliens of Jap-
anese ancestry from “internment
camps” to permit them the oppor-
tunity of committing sabotage on
the Pacific Coast. Rep. Sheppard,
of course, didn’t bother to get his
facts straight and his charges
were immediately discredited by
all persons cognizant with the sit-
uation. Spokesmen for the WRA
immediately popped up to assure
Rep. Sheppard that the agency had
rele no persons from intern-
ment camps which, anyway, were
under the jurisdiction of the De-
partment of Justice, Rep. Shep-

ard’s suggestion that the Army

giiven control of the intern-
ment of all persons of Japanese
in the United States also
sounded slightly fantastic since it
was the Army which had rescinded
its exclusion of evacuees of Japa-
nese ancestry from the West Coast
and had permitted their return.

Anyway, the Nisei were in the
political news again and, as usual,
that news was being made by ra-
cists and the reactionaries. It is
somewhat axiomatic that the

| “Japanese problem” is usually agi-

tated only by what can be called
the “anti” groups, the political
representatives of West Coast race
purists and certain competitive
commercial interests. Unlike the
CCF in Canada which has been
forthright in its advocacy ef fair
play for Japanese Canadians, no
major political force in California

developed the gumption teo
talk up for the Nisei. Good and
ilupcent dmeﬂe inbll)Joth the Deuwc&

¢ an publican parties

backed -the right of the Nisei to
come home, but their statements
had ngeqemlly been made from the
standpoint of individuals or, in the
cases of Governor Warren and At-
torney General Kenny, because of
their positions as officers of the
State. Minor parties, like the So-
cialiste and the Communists,
whose perspectives have been less
blurred on the matwn by poli-
ﬁault :hxped;le;cy, r spoken out,

e major parties as a
had been silent. i
Last week, however, this silence
was broken in Los Angeles by the
National Citizens Political Action
Committee (PAC), whose views
parallel those of the progressive
wm%oof the Democratic party in
Cali rnia, which passed a resolu-
tion calling for the prosecution of
. Perpetrators of terrorism
against returned evacuees, This
action by NC-PAC, which oper-
ates independently of CIO-PAC,

| although  the

two organizations

USA

Political Tides in California

have generally similar objectives
can be con.dd‘;md a prod in the
back of Robert W. Kenny, the tity.
lar head of the Democratic party iy
California, who is also the State’s
A‘ttom?f{' General and is, there.
fore, rectly concerned in the
prosecution of terromists. The ge.
tion also provided assurance for
Attorney neral Kenny that he
will have the support of Califor
nia’s liberal Democrats if he
chooses to take forthright steps
in support of the civil and econg-
mic rights of the returned evac.
uees.

There is no recent record of any
politician suffering because of his
advocacy of the rights of the
Nisei. In fact, the record of recent
elections will show that severs]
political figures who were up to
the eyebrows in Jap-baiting the
Nisei were rejected by their con-
stituents, although in every case
the rejection stemmed from the
reactionary record of the candi-
date and not solely because of his
attitude on the Nigei. On the other
hand e(i s&ml candi dateadhave sur-
vivi e campaign indignity of
being labelled a *“Jap-lover” be-
cause they had acted to sustain
the Amenrican rights of an Ameri.
can minority. Despite this evidence
that the California voter is not
swayed in his political considera-
tions by efforts to introduce the
“Japanese problem” into every
election campaign, liberal Califor
nians in public office have ghied
away from any open opposition to
the racists. Both Governor War-
ren and Attorney General Kenny
for example, recently accephul
honorary ts in the Native Sons
of the Golden West, a ‘“for whites
only” outfit which is an ideological
parent of present-day racism in
the Golden State. Neither Warren
nor Kenny has publicly taken the
Native Sons to task for their ra-
cist phil which is directed
against all minority groups in the
State, although the Nisei are the
poe;"::gar scapegoats of the mo-
m

The recent entry of the Ameri-
can fascist rabble-rouser, Gerald
L. K. Smith, into California poli-
tics and Smith’s attempts to ex-
ploit racial prejudices on a nation-
wide basis tended to sharpen
%olit.lcal distinctions in the State.

p to now, the race-baiting and
terrorism in California against the
Nisei by a small but active group

of oppositionists has not been
identi with native American
fascism as resented nationally

rep:

by Gerald Smith, Robert Rice Rey-
nolds and other American “Na-
tionalists,” and anti-evacuee in-
terests on the West Coast have ve-
hemently denied the fascist label
However, Smith’s invasion of Cal-
ifornia and the surprising simi-
larity between his anti-Semitic
outbursts and the anti Nisei cam-
paign make it clear that the tweo
are analogous. Smith, the apostle
of disunity, has Ibe;an dgcuéick todsedi::l
upon existing prejudices an 2
satisfactions.

In Los Angeles on Friday of
last week Smith staged a mass
meeting at Shrine Auditorium.
Los Angeles citizens who are will-
iel‘tig to fight for democracy accepl-

the challenge of the demagogue
from Detroit and staged a bigger

mass mee on the same night
at Olympic Auditorium under the
:_?ou.su ip of the Council for

ivic Unity. Newspaper reportd
say that men of good-will at

Olympic Auditorium outnumbered
the howlers of prejudice at Shrine
Auditorium 6 to 1.

pmteatat@o;m of
race-baiters, their opposition 10
the return and resettlement of
evacuees on the West Coast is be
coming more and more closely
id:ent.iﬁed with the rantings of
American fascists and their ideok
ogical cousins, the Nazis in Ger
many. The trappings and objec
et Potk
rejected by the people of the racr
fic Coast. The accelerated reac
ceptance of the growing numbel
of returning evacuees is presem
and immediate evidence.

PLEASE LOCATE

The National JACL Credit Ur
ion would like to know the where
abouts of Steve Umino,
of Chinook and Zurich, Montans
and also Fred Yamamoto of Prict
Utah, If you know their pﬂﬂ:ﬁ

address in touch
National ' JACL® Headquarters
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steps toward eventual
of publication is being
™ by owners of a Loas}uAngelel
e blishing in
iy m:gp: l),l:v.nd English lan-
which ‘suspended publica-
“:'mly pefore the evacuation,
tion Before evacuation there were
a m newspapers Wbllﬂhed
persons of Japanese ancestry
for P pacific (Coast. All suspend-
publication. The Los Angeles
: mbetheonly one to re-
e, £, a2 o

ese type O

ﬂe{-al;.r;em has been sold
to U.S. rmhtul'y I}nd
ities, mainly for
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reported last week in
i tll,;;t of the }3,396
rted sabotage inves-
“wuh% bureau, not one
has been ff to be enemy dir-
.. . Incidentally, the radio
“This Is Your FBI’;fon
told of the activities a
ﬁimmdent. at the University
o California. in tracking down an
memy agent. According to the
ndio play, reportedly based on
Bl records, the Japanese Ameri-
an collegian worked with the
%n Francisco office of the FBI,
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monweal, Catholic lib-
, has an article by Ina
“l Don’t Want to Go
its July 20 issue . . .
of Pittsburgh’'s Northside
which has been waging a
fight against the relocation
Americans in the
mad at Anthony J.
CIO legder, for his
the agMation against
in Pittsburgh is a re-
activities of the Ger-

Bund . ., . The
of Foreign Wars in the
Washingion is planning
a special Japanese
post because of the re-
a VFW post in Spokane
& wounded Nisei . . .
enemy aliens to be deport-
el under new powers given At-
tomey General Tom Clark by
President Truman ae several
handred German aliens,
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Hollywood . . .

Walt Disney’s js one of the
firt Hollywood studios to rehire
& Japanese Amenican. The creator
of Donald Duck recently put Iwao
Takemoto, & returned evacuee, on
the Il as an animator, Be-
war the Disney sudio
& number of Japanese
y including Gyo Fuji-
of Hollywood’s best-
commercial artists. Miss
‘i:l thin tat; 3 tho:
e on
8 “Snow White and the
" Her desert motif
giflphys were an annual
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Miss Fujikawa h&:
special  governmen
York City ... One
successful Japanese
was Eddie Imadzu,
at MGM. He was
B

ry and wou 1
it the &;h;wer relocation” center
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“Th Los Angeles County Board

ﬁupm;l;og is seeking State
tion centey ' e Manzanar reloca-
m.

E

or use ag a “reloca-
tenter” for 2,000 indigent
S e e
gﬂ- + » The Board ordered%:e:
with ger Al Campion to confer
State officials, , . There is

" stop &dent', however, for such
and it’s belieyed that State

c 8 will not be interested.
ot 'a 1o-eanwhile, representatives
8t least one vetgnm’ organig-
o Manzanar to be used
m!ﬁenm rehabilitation cen-
ﬂD&e.l.. er is scheduled to
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.| the facts as he has actually heard

{the aged -man who was trying to
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Pfc

Higa Reports Okinawa

Civilians Get Kind Treatment
From U.S. Military Govern;:-ni:

Japanese American Veteran of Italian War

~ Reports Experiences as
Army F orces;

Interpreter With Tenth
Tells Need for Teachers, Ministers

By RINJI MAEYAMA

HONOLULU, Hawaii—
awa should be relieved of
relatives,” writes Pfec. Thomas
from war-torn Okinawa, *
raid shelters were rescued by
now receiving kind treatment
ernment.”

Pfc. Higa, veteran of the I

the Purple Heart, and well known :
on the Mainland for his extensive
lecture tour on his experiences as
. & member of the

Japanese
American Citi-

interpreters
Jgroup after his
il furlough here and

Pfe. Higa headquarters on

Okinawa a few
weeks after the invasion, and
since then has written several in-
teresting letters to his friends
here relating his experiences as
an interpreter.

‘When American soldiers advanc-
ed inland they found many Oki-
nawans hiding in tombs. Okina-
wans, unlike people of the other
countries, possess fine, spacious
tombs, some with floors, and Pfe.
Higa found some of them were
stored with farm implements
clothing, food and other necessi-
ties under the floors.

How they decided to hide in
their tombs was told to Pfe.
Higa by some of the Okinawans.
According to-Japanese propagan-
da, they told him, the Americans
cut the ears, nose and hands and
legs of the men they ecatch and
kill them all. Young women were
all taken to a recreation center,
the Japanese propaganda told
them. Such tales as that every
Japanese civilian in the Philippines
snﬂn Saipan was killed by the
Americans, which have no foun-
dation at all, were spread by
Japanese propagandists. The re-
sult of such false propaganda led
Okinawans to the thought that if
they had to die anyway they pre-
ferred to die where their ances-
tors were buried. So those who
were hiding in their air-raid
shelters near their homes moved
into their tombs when the Amer-
ican armies landed on Okinawa
and the Japanese armies evacuat-
ed inland, leaving civilians be-
hind, they told Higa.

“Hearing such terrifying ru-
mors, at first they trembled in
their tombs as if though t.he;:
were already sentenced to death,’
Higa wrote. “But,” he continued,
“when they actually met the
Americans, they found Americans
generally kind to them. So now
they are deeply touched by the
kindness of American soldiers,
often bursting into tears when re-
lating their gratitude.” I
* Assuring his friends in Hawall
that he is only frankly relaying

and seen with his own eyes, Pfe.
Higa relates an incident about a
grateful aged Okinawa man who
crawled out of his air-raid shel-
ter and requested protection by
the American Army as follows:
“As he could not speak English
he tried his best to convey his
wish by gestures of hands and legs
to an American soldier and he
was brought in to the headquar-
L s B o
and I spoke to him In )
dialect. poBefore 1. spoke to him,

tell his story by gestures looked
very serious. But, when I spoke
to him, he suddenly burst into
tears without any regard to per-
gsons around, and spoke to me
bowing as if he was warshipping
. Busy as I was, I could not
simply write his name, age and
address, and then move on to the
next case when he started to re-
late his story since the beginning
of the Okinawa battle in detail
with tears rolling out of his eyes.
He told me the sad plight of his
n and daughter-in-law,
that they would not have

'uaydn{g|

met their fate if there were suc

persons like me who could make

h | ation.

“Fqlk.s who have relatives on Okin-
their anxiety for the fate of their

Taro Higa of Kahaluu, Oahu,

because civilians hiding in their air-
the American Army and they are
from the American Military gov-

alian campaign and wearer of

them understand. He told me that
no matter how kindly the ‘haole’
soldiers spoke to them, they felt
as if they were being questioned
by devils at first and were very
uneasy, although their fear grad-
ually vanished later.”

Unfortunately some civilians
were killed in Okinawa, too. But,
Pfe. Higa noted that most of
them were those who could not
understand the orders given them
and went off limits despite warn-
ings of danger and were hit by
stray bullets, or those who neg-
lected to receive needed treat-
ment, In the last case, the pa-
tients did not understand English
and although they knew that there
were doctors, failed to come for-
ward to receive much-needed
treatment and consequently died,
according to Higa.

The trouble from not under-
standing each other due to lack of
knowing the other’s language is
not only confined to those who
met their unfortunate death, ob-
serves Higa. What troubles most
of the persons at the aid stations
i8 not their fatigue resulting from
their stern duty from early mor-
ning to late into night. No matter
how they treated the patients
kindly, if their reactions are only
expressed in gestures, they are
not very well understood. That is
most painful, Higa was told by
staffs at the aid stations,

In Pfe. Higa's opinion, persons
urgently needed in Okinawa right
now are those who have a com-
mand of both the English and
Japanese languages. He thinks
that ministers can give real ser-

; : es
vice to people there. He believes

there are at least a hundred mis-
sionaries needed in the Okinawas.
Teachers of kindergarten, inter-
preters, civilian nurses, trade in-
structors and many other profes-
sionals will also be in great de-
mand in the Okinawas from now
on, according to Higa.

Since Pfe. Higa landed on Ok-
inawa, great changes have taken
place there and fine roads are
being built everywhere with mod-
ern equipment such as Okinawans
have never seen before. The is-
lands are receiving their face lift-
ing after long negligence under
Japanese control. The speedy re-
habilitation now taking place in

the Okinawas was most surprising | &

since his arrival there a little
over two months ago, he s:aid. He
hopefully noted that Okinawans
will emerge as modernized islands
just like the Hawaiian Islands
after the war.

Letter-Box

FROM OUR
READERS

Nisei Attitudes

Editor, Wil
The Pacific Citizen:

1 pay due respect to Mr. Jobo
Nakamura and his literary talent.
However, 1 believe that writers
project their personalities in their
work and, therefore, advise him,
as a writer and a Nisei to wake
up. After all, all of us Nisei are
not the cninging, maladjusted
“Masaos” which he paints.

So we have been kicked around!
So what? Life gives Nisei, wNe-
groes, Jews and Caucasians alike
some pretty stiff deals and all of
us aren’t taking them lying down.

He should realize the implica-
tions of the deaths of men at the
front, men with no time for pessi-
mistic  self-indulgence, because
they only want a chance to live.
In the very crowds about him, Mr.
Nakamura will find End-x‘vidw_als
hiding griefs beyond his imagin-

It might be a good idea for him

T

From the Frying Pan

By BILL HOSOEKAWA

lor out cf

Encouragement for Relocating Issei

A person who has had an unusual opportunity to view at close
range the relocation efforts of the Issei has a word of encour-
agement. for aliens who may feel their personal problems to be

virtually insurmountable,

The observer, Mrs. Elizabeth Wilbur, who with her husband,
Ross Wilbur, are directors of the Friends Hostel in Des Moines,

has this to say:

“lI am sure that the Issei in the centers regard themselves

as special prcblems in relocating
sm-!})ly because they are Issei,
while the experience of those in
Des Moines and elsewhere work-
ing with the problems—the WRA
and the hostel — have actually
found them among the more stable
and co-operative people to work
with, e handicap and all.

“They have had experience, they
have patience, they do not expect
exaggerated wages, and they re-
main .with their chosen positions
very much better than the young

people.

“The necessity of these ple
to obtain permanent jobs more
the closing of the defense plants
floods the market is desirable.”

Perhaps there has been a ten-
dency to exaggerate the difficulties
of the Issei, largely in their own
minds. Certainly their lot is, gen-
erally, more ditficult than that of
the average Nisei simply because
their maturity makes them less
pliable to new circumstances,

But that very maturity is an as-
set for it gives the Issei a stabil-
ity, patience and understanding
iacking in many younger Nisei,
especially those who got their first
experience of working for pay in
a relocation center,

Issei with trades—especially in
the service fields—have had little
trouble in re-establishing them-
selves. Cooks, gardeners, cobblers,
dental technicians, meat cutters,
dry cleaners and the like have
been in highl demand and it rare-
ly made a bit of difference that
the applicant spoke broken Eng-
lish and was not a citizen.

On the other hand there is noth-
ing gained in minimizing the dif-
ficulties facing a certain class of
Issei. These are the white collar
workers — salesmen depending on
a Japanese clientele, insurance
agents, brokers of all sorts, clerks,
bookkeepers who operated on an-
tiquated methods in the musty in-
teriors of Japanese business hous-

Unless Issei in this class have
an excellen