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BY THE BOARD:

Still raving about
the 14th Biennial

Since it seems like yes-
terday that the National
Convention was conclud-
ed in San Francisco, I
certainly would like to
take this opportunity to
express my profound gra-
fitude to Jerry Enomoto
and his efficient staff
which really put it over
very successfully. It goes
without saying that it
was the biggest and the
best. Although I missed
the opening and closing
ceremonies, I was certain-
Iy there during the mid-
dle portion and observed
the tremendous amount
of planning and hard
work that went into mak-
ing the convention a huge
success.

1 must also mention the
delicious steak at the pic-
nic I was so fortunate to
enjoy before leaving to
take my plane back
home. I'm afraid I must
have started that prema-
ture run on the barbecue
steaks by having been
provided a special con-
cession,

1 was particularly hap-
py to learn of the keen |
interest of the younger|
group—the Junior JACL- |
ers — the fufure of any|
organization, so well re-|
presented. Perhaps, it|
may be in order to ser-|
iously consider adding tol
the National Board a di-|
rector in charge of all |
Junior JACL activities. |
The three years between |
18 and 21 are quite im-|
portant years in the for-|
mulation of any one’s
philosophy and most im-|
portant that sophomore
year in college when
many of the concepts we
have are suddenly swept
away by reading and di-
gesting essays by writers
such as Bertrand Russell,
Julian Huxley and others.

1 was also glad to learn
that there was no appar-
ent animosity in the elec-
tion of national officers
as has occurred in the
past national conven-
tions. Perhaps, the min-
gling of the younger dele-
gates with the older ones
(prewar) has had a soft-
ening effect. I also, miss-
ed seeing Saburo Kido,
an old standby—one per-
son I thought would
never miss a National
Convention.

—Dr. Kelly K. Yamada.

Refugee workers
quitfing camp
scored by Masaoka

SAN FRANCISCO. — Mike Masa-
oka, JACL representative in Wash-
ington, speaking before an lssei
meeting of the National JACL con-
vention here recently, blasted 20
refugee workers from Japan for
“leaving a labor camp in Delano.™
The 20, all Japanese nationals
who entered the U.S. under terms
of the Refugee Relief Act, staged
a walkout on Aug. 21 from the Dij
Giorgio Fruit Corporation’s farm
camp in Delano, which sponsored
their entry into the States.
“American streets are not paved
with gold,”” Masaoka said. ‘'Amer-
ican farmers or any American for
that matter, don’t eat meat three

times a dav. On the American
farm, evervone works, and works
hard.

""No tea sipping every hour or so
like on farms in Japan where labor
is abundant,”” the lobbyvist said.

Masaoka said the refugee work-
ers must respect the contract
agreement under which they enter-
ed the United States.

He stated that “"these refugee Ja-
panes¢ do not seem to have the
vision and stamina that our Issei
fathers had when they came to
this country without money a half
century ago’’.

He did not expect extension of
the present Refugee Relief Act
which is due to expire this Decem-
ber. He plans to discuss further the
importance of seasonal workers
with the Japanese govermment

| when he confers with officials there

next month.

‘YES ON PROP. 13’
PICKS CAMPAIGNER

SAN FRANCISCO. — Joe *Grant

| Masaoka of Atherton has been

hired by the Committee for "“Yes"
on Proposition 13 to direct its cam-
paign for the repeal of the 1920
state alien land law.

A former regional JACL director
|for Northern California, Masaoka in
11946 directed a successful campaign
to block a move to strengthen the
alien land law in November, 1946.

According to Jack Noda of De-
nair, chairman of the repeal com-
mittee, Masaoka was asked to take
over direction of the state - wide
group for the final two months of
ﬁm campaign, starting from the
first of this month,

|
1

Refugee farm workers

runoff, jeopardize program

SAN FHANCISCO — Enh\ of Ja-
panese farm laborers will be indef-
intely postponed after arrival of the
first 2 groups of 60 men each late
this .month despite reports that an
agreement had been reached to
carry ouf this farm migrant work-
er program as originally sche-
duled.

The United Press had reported
that transpacific telephone calls be-
tween the Japanese immigration
officials and representatives of Ca-
lifornia farm operators had cleared
the' way for the hiring of another
380 to fill the original quota of 500
by the end of October,

According to the San Francisco
Japanese consulate general office,
however, there had been no new
developments since it was announ-
ced on Sept. 11 that state grow-
ers groups had retracted their job
offers and asked for a postpone-
ment.of the program after the
arrival of the first group of 120.

It was also reported at the local
consulate that nearly all thé 500
were to be assigned to the Marys-
ville-Yuba City area.

A few were to be sent to Central
California, but the report printed
last week, that the 380 had been
scheduled to go to a large Delana

NAT'L JACL TO REOPEN NEW YORK
CFFICE; SAM ISHIKAWA IN CHARGE

In order to maintain contact with
national organizations and the cen-
ters for dissemination of news and
information in New York, the na-
tional Japanese American Citizens
League has reopened its offices on
a limited basis, Dr. Roy Nishikawa,
national president, announced this
week.

The offices will be at 10 East
39th St., New York 16. Its telephone
number is Lexington 2-0334.

Sam Ishikawa, formerly with the
National JACL staff for many
vears, will serve as JACL'’s New
York representative,

Dr, Nishikawa pointed out that
most of the national organizations,
including the churches and minori-
tyv groups, have their headquarters
in New York City and that most
of the news agencies, radio and
television, and national publica-
tions also have their main offices
in America’'s biggest city.

"It is essential to our program
that an office be maintained in
New York' the national president
said, "'in order that JACL may al-
ways be in touch with helpful and
friendly organizations and with the
sources of news."”

He recalled that immediately af-
ter World War II an office was
opened in New York City and that

at one time, now national director’

Mas Satow was its head. He also
remembered that Sam Ishikawa al-
=0 served in that capagity.

He explained that the purpose of
the New York office would be to

Mike Masaoka postpones deparfure fo
Japan, fo fesfify on irade matfers

WASHINGTON. — Mike Masaoka,
Nisei lobbyist, has postponed his
departure for Japan in order 1o tes-
tifv on United States trade and ta-
riff policies before a subcommittee
of the House Ways and Means Com-
mittee.

(The Associated Press reported
Wednesday Mike Masaoka testified
before the House subcommitiee
that raising of U.S. trade restric-
tions against Japanese Imparis
might drive Japan into the Com-
munist camp.)

Originally slated to leave Wash-
ington next week and to arrive in
Tokyo on Sept.|29, his new schedule
calls for him to leave the nation’s
capital on Oct. 8, arriving in Tokyo
on Oct. 10. He will fly directly to
Japan via Northwest Orient Air-
lines ‘as previously announced.

While in Japan, he may be con-
tacted through Dr. Kiyoshi George
Togasaki, prominent Nisei who is,
among other things, chairman of
the board of Japan Times, chair-
man of the board of the Interna-

tional Christian University, Rotary
club official, 33rd degree Mason.
Dr. Togasaki_will be in charge of
Masaoka's arrangements and ap-
pointments while in Japan.

Because the subcommittee on
Customs, Tariffs, and Reciprocal
Trade Agreements of the Ways and
Means committee is conducting
special hearings to review United
States. trade and tariff policies,
Masaoka was asked to testify on
these policies as they relate to Ja-
pan and as seen through the eyes
of a Japanese American.

He is expected to emphasize the
need for expanded and improved
trade relations between the United
States and Japan, and to empha-
size that it is in the national in-
terest of the United States not to
impose artificial and arbitrary re-
strictions against the importation
of Japanese goods,

According to the present sche-
dule of witnesses, he is the only
one slated to testify on behalf of
Japanese-American trade relations.

represent the national organization
and not to service the local New
York chapter, because of the lack
of sufficient funds for an expanded
operation. i

He further explained that Sam
Ishikawa and the New York office
would be under the direct super-
vision of Mike Masaoka, Washing-
ton JACL representative, since
most of its work would be in re-

lation to the Washington activities

of the organization.

Nisei aspirant for .
Wash. sfale seat
loses in primaries

BY ELMER OGAWA
SEATTLE. — Yukio Kuniyuki, first
postwar Nisei aspirant for a House
seat in the Washington state legis-
lature, polled 1,265 votes in the
state primaries last week.

While the victor, John L. O'Brien,
polled 5,897 votes to win the Demo-
cratic nomination from the 33rd
District, and was headed by two
other candidates, Frank Connor
(4,327) and Isiah Edwards (1,491),
the Seattle-born Nisei veteran did
pull in more votes than the two
bottom candidates on the Republi-
can slate.

Shirley E. Bosselly won the GOP
nomination with 2,721 over Edward
M. Bensussen (1,882), Jane Kal-
berg (1,071) and Leo Baroh (816).

The first Nisei on the mainland
to run for state legislature also
hails from Seattle—Clarence Arai,
who was a candidate 22 years ago
in 1934,

The 33rd District happens to be
an area where a large concentra-
tion of Japanese Americans and
other minority groups reside. Ku-
niyuki's candidacy was supported
by former state attorney general
Davey Johnson.

Sac’to Capitol Mall
project gets underway

SACRAMENTO. — A number of
Issei and Nisei were affected as
the Sacramento Redevelopment
Agency. last week began its initial
phase to clear a 15-block area for
the Capitol Mall project.

While the agency filed eminent
domain proceedings on three
blocks, the staff is negotiating
with property owners for the pur-
chase of the property.

Many more Japanese residents
will be evacuated from their pres-
ent homes and business sites as
the program progresses,

farm is false, a consular othcial
explained,

In fact none of the first 500 are
scheduled to go there, he said.

A temporary halt in this program
to bring temporary farm workers
from Japan followed an incident
in Central California involving 20
Japanese who came for permanent
residence in this country under the
Refugee Relief Act.

Although under three-year con-
tracts to work for their sponsors
who advanced their transportation
money, these 20 men disappeared
from one labor camp and made
charges of bad living quarters, bad
food and lack of gainful working
time.

Cause of the strike was dissatis-
faction over poor working and liv-
ing conditions, and mainly, the long
stretch of unemployment. They
were without jobs from January to
late June.

Without giving notice to their con~
tract employers, and writing a se-
ries of letters to local vernacular

Marysville to work for another
rancher.

including a “‘forced deduction’™ of
$10/a month for the company's ex-
penses in bring the Japanese refu-
gees to the U.S. The workers also
said they were housed in railroad
cars and had insufficient toilet fa-
cilities, They also alleged there’
was a shortage of the right kind ol
food for them to eat.

Repercussions were felt in Japan,
when news of the flare-up reached
the Japanese daily papers.

Some 250 refugee workers are
still working on this farm.

Meanwhile, the Kawasaki camp
management, labor contractors for
the Di Giorgio Fruit Corp., indi-
cated that the living facilities have
been improved, and that no charg-
es of contract- infraction will be
filed against the ‘‘quitters' if they
return,

The two programs are not con-
nected in any way, except that
some farms will be using both type
of workers.

As these breaches of contract by
these 20 men jeopardize a pro-
gram which would permit a total
of 15,000 Japanese to work in this
country, the local consulate is try=-
ing to contact all of them.

The San Francisco consulate
general’s office Sept. 17 informed
the press that four of the 20 ‘hold-
outs' will return to the DiGorgio
ranch to fulfill their contract
agreements, Three will return
from a Santa Maria farm while
the fourth will return to the Kawa-
saki camp from Lodi sometime
this week.

L L3 -

Meanwhile, the So. Calif. Japa-
nese Chamber of Commerce was
asking Nisei farm operators in
Southern California for the number
of Japanese farm laborers who
might be needed. Among qu !
cations announced were a ]

|week work guarantee and room and

board charges of about $1.25 per
day. -

Bill Mimbu’s son dies
of leukemia, was 15

SEATTLE, — John Y. Mimbu, 15,
of 6832-44th P1. NE, a sufferer from
leukemia, died Sept. 11 in Provi-
dence Hospital after an illness 4
E . e

u, past
&fyry to the national JACL
Funeral services were held Iﬁ&f

Friday, —al

newspapers, the workers went to

= - - —
They voiced various grievances,

.
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