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PRESIDENT'S CORNER:
Let’s look at
ourselves

A very fine chapter

project that has come to
our attention is the Sun-
day afternoon discussion
series entitled “Let's
Look at Ourselves,” spon-
sored by the Chicago JA-
CL chapter. These studies

had such provocative
titles as: The Trouble
with Us Nisei, The Dil-
emma of Nisei Parents,

The Sansei Speak Their
Mind, and Who Says We'-
re Prejudiced?

Needless to say, these
guestions are of deep in-
ierest to every American
0f Japanese ancestry in
a very intimate and per-
sonal way,

We hope that the Chi-
cago Chapter Public Re-
latiois Committee, under
capable Abe Hagiwara,
will go one step further
and publish a comprehen-
sive summary of the dis-
cussions. We are sure
that all of our eighty-six
chapters will find this re-
port interesting, valuable
and challenging.

- |

We Nisei and Sansei |
need this kind of self-an-
alysis in order to befter
determine our current
status and to better evalu- |
ate and delineate our fu- |
ture goals. Group analysis
such as this project at-
tempts is periodically ne-
cessary since we, as indi-
viduals, are conditioned
to a considerable extent
by our heredity and envi-
ronment. ;

In this dynamic age, an
honest self-study with no
punches pulled can con-
tribute much towards
self-improvement. We all
need to only study our-
selves but to also study
our relationships with
other individuals and
groups. We all need to
study our relations with
our communities, . our
country, our world.

Carried to its logical
and inexorable conclu-
sion, “Let’s Look at Our-
selves” is a beginning to-
wards the fundamental
question raised by Soc-
rates: Know thyself.

Somewhat along the
same lines, Spinoza has
said: “Do not wax indig-
nant. Do not weep. But
understand.”

TV personality Ralph Edwards and Dr. Roy
Nishikawa, national JACL president, hold the
hand-drawn and gilted JACL scroll of ap-

preciation presented at the
tion luncheon last Sunday

told the Nisei story on "“This Is Your Life—

Mike Masaoka.” As might

sceroll, Edwards “immearsurably added to the
understanding, appreciation and strengthen=

recognition to A
grounds on his h
PSWDC Conven- wision program''
to the man who

be noted on the
honored Mike M.
representative.”

ing of our American democracy by giving

mericans of diverse back-
eartwarming, national tele-
and “JACL is particularly

grateful for his highlighting the loyalty and
contributions of Americans of Japanese an-
cestry on his Jan. 2, 1957 program which

Masaoka, Washington JACL
—Bob Kishita Photo.

Hearings on femporary Japanese farm labor program complefed
in Washingfon; Labor Dep't, labor groups and JACL fesfifies

WASHINGTON.—The special im-
migration subcommitiee of the
House Judiciary that conducted
hearings and investigations intu
the so-called temporary Japanese
agricultural workers program in
California several weeks ago com.
pleted their survey in Washington
after hearing witnesses represent
the Labor Department, labor un.
ions and the Japanese American
Citizens League.

At these hearings., Congressiman
Brron G. Rogers. Denver, Colora-
do Democrat, chairman, and Con.
gressman Pat Hillings, Arcadia,
California Republican, heard tes-
timony from Roceco C. Siciliano,

assistant secretary of labor for
employment and manpower, An-
drew J. Biemiller, director, dJe-

partment of legislation, American
Federation fo Labor and Congress

of Industrial Organizations, Mike
Masaoka, Washington JACL re-

presentative, and Frank L. Noake:
chairman, United States section,
Toint United States-Mexico Trade
Union Committee.

Also participating in the heas-
ings were Walter M. Bestermia,
ounsel to the Immigration and
Naturalization subcommittee, and
A.B. Snead, regional directo: of
special projects, Immigration and
Naturalization Service, Depart-
ment of Justice,

On behalf of the Department of
Labor, Siciliano pointed out {hat
1s basic prineiple his Departmeat
i1s opposed to the admission of any
foreign contract workers, except
where all reasonable efforts to @-
tract domestic warkers have failed
then, he continued, the Deparl
nent favored the admission of
workers from such contiguous are-
1s as Mexico and Canada, and
inder International agreements
iefining the conditions of emplov-
ment and other related items. To
ring workers from such far dis-
tances as Japan, he claimed,
would result in similar requests
rom other distant nations with
surplus populations and would re-

— Dr. Roy Nishikawa.

sult in discrimination against <«

tain countries in favor of others.

Moreover, Sictliano characteriz-
ed the present Japanese program
as one of supplementary labor;
and not an educational one. He
also stated that as many workers
as arce needed in this country ior |
agricultural work could be brought
in from Mexico, where they could
easily be returned in case unem-
ployment developed among Ameri-
can farm workers.

Under questioning, he admitted
that the general agreements cover-
ing the Japanese program \Jers
roughly the same as those cover-
ing the Mexican pationals program
as to terms and conditions, execent
that 'the latter was under an inter-
national, intergovernmental trea-
ty.

He expressed opposition to :he
continuance or extension of ‘he
present program.

The AFL-CIO spokesman reneat-
ed the general charges against the

:;Jrogram expressed by labor it
nesses at both the San Francisco

and Los Angeles hearings. Charg-
ing that the general agreements
were ‘‘shocking examples of labor
exploitation,” Biemiller question-
ed any shortage of agricultural
labor, if the growers were willinz
to pay ‘‘decent’’ wages. At |Le
same time, he argued that If
workers are needed ‘in the agui-
cultural field, they should be Me-
xicans, rather than Japanese.
Under sharp questioning, he ad-
mitted that none of the allegations
made were based on specific in-
stances that he could cite, but he
insisted that, based upon the past
history of these corporate farms,
the Japanese temporary agricul-
tural workers could be the wvictims
Continued on Page 8

PSWDC PARLEY
IMPRESSES WITH
THREE HIGHLIGHTS

BY HARRY HONDA

Three treats stand as personal
favorites of the fifth biennial nost-
war convehtion of the Pacifle
Southwest District Couneil this
L past weekend at Anaheim-Disney-
land.

Our National President, Dr. Roy
Nishikawa, addressed the conven-
tion banguet with poise and nolish,
That was treat No. 1.

The re-election of Dave Yokozeki
as PSWDC chairman and his hope
fo invigorate the council cabinel
with specific fupetiort; rather than
have officers appear as window-
dressing was treat No. 2.

The third one still woos the 150
delegates at the luncheon where
Ralph Edwards, emcee of *'This
Is*Your Life'', was singularly re-
cognized by National JACL

Treat No, 1

Dr. Nishikawa chose a wvery
fundamental topic for a JACL
gathering: An analysis of the Ja-
panese American Citizens League
by its components and then his
synthesis,

. " (Japanese) illustrates the
heritage of the Nisei. “We can't
escape our heritage," he declared.
(It was interesting to note that
Harry J. Sapper, noted Jewish
civic leader who was the main
speaker at the NC-WNDC quarter-
Iy meetihg banguet was touching
on the same subject the same
weekend.) What might have been
an apparent disadvantage as a vic-
timized member of an American
minority race has been and can
be made advantageous, Dr. Nishi-
kawa continued as he cited the
glory George Washington Carver
has brought to ‘his people through
Continued on Page 4

Min Yasui’s father dies
in Portland, was 70

PORTLAND.—An overflow crowd
paid final tribute to Masuo Yasui,

Methodist Church, A prominent
leader in the community, he passed
away suddenly on May 11. He was
the father of five sons and two.
daughters, including Min Yasui of
Denver, former Mountain-Plains
JACL representative and Nisei of
the Biepnium winner, i

The Hood River pioneer is surs
vived by his wife Shizuyo, sons
Ray “'Choppy’’. Min, Dr. Rokua
{Cambridge, Mass.), Dr. Shu (Wil-
liamport, Pa.), Dr. Homer, Mrs.

Michi Ando (Denver) and Mrs,

| Yuka Fujikura.

WASHINGTON.—As a public gerv-
ice to permit evacuee claimants
who were given awards by the
| Justice Department last vear in
| August and September to check and
| determine whether their awards
| were approved by the Bureau of
| the Budget and submitted to the
|.Congress for payment this sum-
mer, the Washington Office of the
Japanese AmeMcan Citizens
League and the Committee on Ja-
panese American Evacuation
Claims is listing close to 400 names
this week.

This is a partial list of the 1.327
claimants whose awards will total
over §1,500,000 to pay for evacua-
tion claims as listed in a docu-
ment now before the House Appro-
priations Commitlee for payvnieni
in a forthcoming supplemental ap-
propriations bill. .

Names of awardees sent to tht-:
Congress for Qctober, November
].'md December 1956, and January |

and February 1957 will be Ilisied

in forthcoming news releases.
Evacuee claimants who were
given awards by the governmen:
last August and September and
whose names are not listed below
may write to the Washington JA-
CL-COJAEC Office, giving thein
full names, addresses, dates aund
amounts of their awards; and the

| Washington JACL-COJAEC Oiffice

in the public service will check
with the Dept. of Justice, the
Treasury Department, and the B
reau of the Budget to delermine
reasons for pol submitiing their
awards to the Congress for pay-
ment. The address of the Wash
ington JACL-COJAEC Office i=
Suite 1217, Hurley-Wright Buildina,
18th. and Pennsylvania Avenve
N.W., Washingion 6, D.C,
Claimants who were giv<n
awards in Auvgust and whose

JACL-COJAEC lists names of awardees réady fo be paid
by nexi approprialion measure; more names fo appear

j uchi; Kumekichi Taniguchi; Smile

| Kdamiya;

Ichiro Minabe; Kazumi
Mivamoto; Minoru' Shintaku; Ki-
voshi Shintaku; Shizue Maruyama
(a.k.a. Shizue Azuma); Ernest Jo-
ji Kashiwase; Kiyoshi Yamamaoto:
Samuel Y. Maeda; Yuri Maeda;
Yuriko Masuoka; Yoshiko Okamu-,
ra; Yuriko Manaka; Robert Kiye-
shi Midzune: John M. Fujiia;
Frank Fujitay Edward M, Fuila:

Mary M. Fujita; George Fujlla;
Sakubei Fujita: Jim T. Fuuta;
Ura Fujita; Fred S. Yoshikaws;
Yoshiko Shiba Kanase: Ben K.
Fuchiwaki; Helen Fuchiwsaki Ma-
na: Hilo Fuchiwaki; Hirokund Fu-
chiwaki: Masasuke Kido; Kenji

Onchi; Nisuke Mitsumori, as &
ministrator of estate of Chikazo
Watanabe; Fred Morio Yasitkochl;
Jentara Frank Kohama; Frank
Namimatsu; Hiroshi .Namimats:

claims were recgmmended for poy- f Toshl ko Ramimatsu; Glendale

ment to the Congress are;

| (Calif.) Japanese Free Methodist

Chive Kamo; Akira Yamada: | Church. formerly known as Mikuni

Frank Moriuchi; Michiko K. Mor-

Continued on Page 2

70, on May 14 at the Epworth _

o 29

T
























	Vol.44_#21_May_24_1957_Page_1
	Vol.44_#21_May_24_1957_Page_2
	Vol.44_#21_May_24_1957_Page_3
	Vol.44_#21_May_24_1957_Page_4
	Vol.44_#21_May_24_1957_Page_5
	Vol.44_#21_May_24_1957_Page_6
	Vol.44_#21_May_24_1957_Page_7

