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COLUMN LEFT:

Vanishing from
the American scene

We're not referring to
American Indians this
week, when we caption
the column: “Vanishing
from the American
scene”. We're talking
about newspapers.

While newspaper read-

ership in the nation is at

an all-time high with
gross circulation figures
rising year by year, there
aren’t as many newspa-
pers as there used to be.
A couple of weeks ago,
the San Francisco daily
newspaper field was re-
duced by 25% wilh the
combination of two after-
noon papers: the News
and Call-Bulletin.

One was long-establish-
ed (the C-B for over 100
years) and you might
think successfully operat-
ing in a principal cify of
California. How come?
It's simply an economic
fact of life. Newspaper
publishing is no longer a
liftle hand-fed press and
a couple of reporters
working 10 hours a day,
seven days week for bare
subsistence. Linecasting
machines cost $13,000
each these days. Paper
has gone up three times
io about $134 per fon.
Twenty years ago when
we started, we were hap-
py to get $100 a month,
but for some reason you
can't find experienced
men for that figure any
more.

Operafing a newspaper
is big business, margin
of profit small and times
are over when every com-
munity of any size could
support two or more sep-
arate daily newspapers.
How Li'l Tokio keeps
three Japanese daily ver-
naculars going seems mi-
raculous, when you con-
gider there's only one
other foreign language
daily published in Los
Angeles, La Opinion in
Spanish.

Metropolitan Los An-
geles saw two afternoon
dailies merge several
years ago, now San Fran-
cisco. This is far cry of
a half - century ago, but
the non -repealable laws
of economics in action.

The Pacific Citizen fits
into the picture of week-
lies published by trade
and fraternal organiza-
tions. PC is on its 17th
year as a weekly, 31st
year since its founding as
a monthly. May the laws
of economics spare us.

IKE TO PROCLAIM
HAWAII AS 50TH
STATE TODAY

WASHINGTON,—President Eisen:
hower will formally proclaim Ha-
waii as the 50th state at 4 p.m.
(EDT) Friday.

The proclamation ceremony will
be held at the White House. The
President will return here from
his Getlysburg, Pa., farm to sign
the proclamation.

Press secretarv James C. Hae-
pgerty said the President also will
issue an order on a design for
a new 50star flag to become
officially effective next July 4.

Hagerty said the islands are
planning a celebration at 10 a.m.,
Hawaii time, Friday to coincide
with the proclamation signing.

Senators Hiram Fong (R) and
Oren Long (120 will occupy suites
in the new Senate Office Bldg.,
while Rep, Daniel Imouye (D) will
be in the House Office Bldg.

Seaftle fisherman
drowns in river

SEATTLE. — The body of Pete
Okubo, 42, of Renton, who drowned
Saturday night, was found Monday
in the Yakima River under a log
about four miles south of Cle
Elum.

A search was begun for Okubo
when he failed {o rejoin a fishing
companion, Art Watanabe, of Bel-
levue.

Okubo's family said Watanabe,
a Skvway nurseryman, and Okubo,
a deliveryman for the Ryan Furni-

ture Co, in Seattle, ofien had
fished together in the Yakima
River,

Okubo was born in Tacoma. He
is survived by his wife, Kim, and
four sons, Jerry, 17: Billy, 12;
Patrick, 10, and Robin, 3.

"Tokuzo' counsel for
Al Capone’s widow

CHICAGO. — Allied Artists' ‘“‘The
Al Capone Story' is heading for
legal difficulties as predicted by
Irv Kupcinet in his Chicago Sun-
Times column recently.

This past week, Capone's widow
Mae, living in Miami Beach, has
retained Chicago attorney Harnld
R. Gordon (none other than To-
kuzo of 1000 Ciub famel to sue
Allied Artisls, the film distributors,
producers Leonard Ackerman and
John Burrows, and the Cinestage
'I'neater, which has a box-olifice
bonanza during the movie's run.

Kupecinet also reports that Gor-
don has notified owners of neigh-
horhood houses that they, too, are
liable to lawsuits if they show
the film. “‘Gordon’s noyel charge
in behalf of Mrs. Capone: appro-
priation of a property Tight
(Capone's life story) by the studio,
co-producers and theaters,"” the
column concluded.

In Tony Weitzel's column in the
Daily News, he recalled Gordon
was dnvolved in g similar case
representing “Ch a ppie’ Black-
burn's widow in the Joe Louis
movie saga. In the
case, Goraon soved for $745,000,
charging f(as he will in the Capone
suit) violation of property nights.
It was settled out of court for
520,000 because the film was a
box-office {lop, while Capone story
isn't.

Shinoda named to board
of nat’l floral group

Joseph Shinoda of San Laorenzo
Nursery Co. was elected to the
board of directors of the Society
of American Florits at its national
convention in Chicago. He has
served as president of the So.
Calif. Floral Association and presi-
dent of the Calif. Siate Florists
Association.

This week he participated in the
Natonal Florists Telegraph De-
livery Assm. convention here,

(JACL News Service)
WASHINGTON. — The Washington
Office of the Japanese American
Citizens League hag profesied what
appears to be discrimination
against the Japanese in Adminis-
tration proposals for the return ol
wartime sequestrated private prop-
erty. p -

Benedict M. English, assistant
legal adviser for international
claims of the Department of State,
testified recently before the House
Interstate and Foreign Commerce
Subcommittee considering wazx
claims and related legislation, He
urged Commitiee approval for the
Administration bill to provide com-
pensation for American World War
II damage claims, declaring that
such payments ‘““would remove one
of the prineipal factors which has
made the consideration of the
vested assets problem so difficull
up to the present time . .. (and)
would greatly facilitate future ef-
forts to achieve a final and mutual-
lv satistactory solution to the
problem of vested German assets.”

According to Mike Masaoka,
Washington JACL representative,

Japan protested by JACL

jof vested assets™.

jthis failure to mention Japan at
all with Germany in relation to
the “‘solution™ of the vested prop-
erty issue constitutes discrimina-
tion against the Japanese and in
favor of the Germans because,
during and after World War II,
the private property of both Ger-
man and Japanese nationals were
sequestrated under the Trading

suggest by inference that o

‘given back their property, Masa-
oka said, is simple diserimination.

1957 Policy Recalled

In strongly worded letters to the
State Department and to the Chair-
man of the House Inferstate and
Foreign Commerce Committee, the
Washington JACL representative
recalled that on July 31, 1957, the
White House Tssued a policy dec-
laration in which it stated that
it would soon submit to Congress
legislation “‘to reflect the historic
American poliey of maintaining the
sanctity of private property even
in wartime” that “‘would permit,
as an act of grace, an equitable
monetary return to former owners

(JACL News Service)

WASHINGTON.—To eliminate and
to prevent racial discrimination
jgainst persons of Japanese ances:
try in the national capital area,
the Washington, D.C., chapter ol
the Japanese American Citizens
League has organized a special
Anti-Diserimination Committee.

Hisako Sakata, chapter president
who will also serve as a member
of the Committee, disclosed thai

this special unit has begn or-
ganized following recent revela-
tions of discrimination against

Orientals at nearby Maryland
beaches on Chesapeake Bay and
the denial of a teaching position
to a qualified Hawaiian Sansei in
Falls Church, Virginia, a suburb
of Washington.

John Yoshino has been named
|chairman. Other members are
IH_—n'r_v Takagi, Mrs. Kiyvo Nishi-
moto Finucane, Mike Masaoka,
and Hisako Sakata.

Yoshino, a
whose activities date back to pre-
war years in Alameda, Calif,, is
|1.hu liaison officer for the Presi-
dent's Committee on Government
Contracts, which operates to
prevent racial discrimination by
companies working under federal

government contracts. He has
earned a B.A. in labor relations
from Roosevelt University in Chi-
cago and a M.A. in social and
industrial . relations from Loyola
University, also in Chicago, He
did graduate work too at the
School of Social Service Adminis-
tration of the University of Chi-
cago.

| At the moment, in addition to
his employment, he is president
| of the Washington, D.C., Area Con-
‘ference on Intergroup Relations

Biackburn | gnd chairman of the Middle South |

Regional Association of the Nation-
4] Association of Intergroup Rela-
tions Officials (NATRO).

Harry Takagi, a JACLer whn
has served as district council
chairman for both the Pacific
Northwest and the Midwest district

JACL Vice President, is employed
by the Veterans Administration as
the Attorney Advisor with the
Board of Velerans Appeals, A
member of the original 442nd
|Itegimental Combat Team, hie is
(an attorney by profession. b
Mrs, Finucane, a housewife, is
the mother of six boys. A Phi
Bela Kappa graduate in religion
and philosophy from Occidental
College in Los Angeles, she 2is0
did graduate work at the School
of Secial Work at the Univessily
of Chicago,

long-time JACLer !

councils and as the Third National |

D.C. CHAPTER ORGANIZES SPECIAL
ANTI- DISCRIMINATION COMMITTEE

She has been a medical case
worker at the Cook County Hospi-
tal in Chicago and for the District
of Columbia (Washington) Pater-
nal’ and Child Welfare Program
and has served as a medical social
work consultant to the District of
Columbia Rehabilitation Service,
At present, she is on the Advisory
Committee of the Big Sisters ol
the District of Columbia and is
active in the PTA and Cub Scout
Programs.

Miss Sakata is a budget officer
with the Department of Health,
lEducation. and Welfare, One of
the highest ranking Nisei women
in federal civil service, she is
also active in church work in the
nation's capital. She will serve as
Committee secretary.

Masaoka is the Washington rep-
resentative of the Japanese Ameri-
can Citizens League.

Chairman Yoshino has an-
nounced that the various Maryland
beaches where discrimination has
' been reported will be investigated,
as will the situation in Falls
| Church where Mrs. Yukiko Tama-
shiro, who holds a Masters Degree
in education from the Wheaton
(I11,) College and who has done
graduate work at New York Uni-
versity, was denied employment
by its school board presumably
because she “was mnot a Cau-
casian'',

Visitor helps fight
San Francisco fire

|SAN FRANCISCO.—A Nisei visitor
|from Minneapolis, Paul Ohtaki,
| helped control a fire which was
furiously blazing in the doorway
of a building on Post St., next
door to Taiyo Trading Co. las!
week,

Ohtaki was walking along the
street about 1:30 p.m. when he
saw flames shooting up the door-
wav at 1662 Post. Some people
were throwing buckets of waler
an the blaze, but their efforts were
proving quite futile.

He rushed into Taiyo Trading
to warn the peaple there aboutl
the fire. Sales people in the slore
pointed to a fire-extinguisher, and
Ohtanki rushed out with® it.

In 2 few minutes he had the
blaze under control and the fire-
fighters arrived to complele the
Job. )

Thne building iz owned by Mas
Ashizawa of Soko Hardware Co.,
currently occupied by Mr. and
Mrs. Tovoji Tahara ami the Joe
Cyama family.

Certainly, if retwrn is a matter
of “an act of grace”, and not of

as JACL believes, then there is
no reason at all to differentiate
between former German and Japa-
nese owners, Masaoka declared;
- To the JACL, the current Ad-
ministration position appears to be

White House on March 2§,

with the Enemy Act Nowvn};]lidenl.ical to that taken by ﬁ

former German owners are tb be,when it proposed a limited retirn
to Germans only. At tha’t-%gi‘

the State Department AL
that ‘It is not intended that

Irecommendation include v esterﬁ,

Japanese assets with respect

which existing circumstances are
substantially different. It appears
|that the value of vested German
assets exceeds that amount of
| American war claims against Ger-
many which have already been
paid or which would appropriately
|be paid out of such assets. On
‘the other hand, the amount of

American war claims against Ja-
lpan which have already been paid
by the United Staies Government
exceeds by far the value of the
vested Japanese assets,." :

Previous Protest

Over a year ago, in protesting
that distinction, the JACL des
scribed *‘'the diseriminalion as the
most arbitrary and capricious kind,
especially in view of last summer's
White House declaration that any
return would be ‘an act of grace'."
It went on ‘to charge that the
Administration “unwittingly has
provided another gratuitous wea-
pon that the enemies of the United
States both within and withoul
Japan may use against us as an
example of our national lack of
concern for Asians generally and
the Japanese partieularly'.

The .recent letters of protest de-
nounced the explanation that *‘ex-
isting circumstances are substantis
ally different for the Japanese,
thereby justifying this exclusion
from its recdmmendation fo the
Congress, by pointing out thai
these substuntially different eir-
cumstances relate only to the
availability of funds, and not to
the White House principle regard-
ing the “sanectity of private props
erty even in wartime'',

JACL letters made clear thal
“*so-called Japanese funds are nol
available only because they were
used to pay American war claims
against Japan, a subject that is
separate and distinet from that of

trated private property. One re-
lates to the payment of claims
against a government for the
actions of that government, while
the other congerns the private
property of individuals who were
not responsible for the activities
of the government then in power.
Bias Apparent

“We wish to emphasize now, as
we did then, that the Administra-
tion's apparently discriminatory
proposals would alicnate one coln-
(try at fhe expense of the other
and actually emphasizes the con=
fiscalory aspects of our vesting
program by meting oul our gen-
|erosity and magnanimity to one
ally, the Federal Republic of Ger-
many, while denying it to the
other, Japan.

“To our mind, the Administra-
tion proposal last year was a
fnost unfortunate propouncement
of public policy, for it suggested
io those in other lands, who aré
quick to seize upon what appears
to be distinctions between the
treatment accorded to Europeans
and Asians, the charge of E&ﬂg'
and prejudice. That the Dﬂ)&ib
ment of State continues thiy diss
criminatory policy of faverisg ane
ally over mnother in its stalement
on war claims legistation this year

comes not only as & surprise and

eign policy that our weslera frof
tiers of freedom he protected as
adeguately as thove fo our east

principle and” traditional practice

confiscating or returning seques-
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