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Our Countdown

By Dick Akogi

East of the River

SAME PROBLEM

A recent news Hem from South Africa brought back
oo long past

The pews item reporied that the South African zcwzrn—
ment, fof business reasons, has decided to classily the
Japunese e “legally” white. Apparcitly some Japanese busi-
nessmen were giver the back-of-the-hand trestment by many
South Africans who dealt with them as ordinary run-ofthe-
tes, rather than as cash-lsden ‘cust-
tomers. The unhsppines the Japanese was transmiited
rapidly to the. ven-yearning South African officiale. There |
was, | presume, much anguish in the Boer souls as they
sought 1o resolve their racial doctrines with their desire for
profil. As always, the destre lor profil won

Greed is 2 great level o path s worn more deeply,

fervently than at the shrine of the god of\profit
S0, in the interests of decency and favorable balance

solved the problem by legislating the Japanese into the white
race.
Howewer, this solution crested another problem of equal

inguishable from the Japagese Clearly the South African
st st | government is in no mood and has no resson (neither Red
China nor the Nationalist Government can offer much in the
way of profitable business fgals) Ao extend Its logisistive
largesse to include the Chinese ;There is no profit in the Chi-
nese, so, obviousty, they must rignain nan-white.

But to the apartheid-minded Jouth Africans the problem
still remains: How to keep the C hriese from enjoying the
white'status bestowed on the Ja

This, with a reverse twist, was y much the samo

early days of 1942 How to tell the friendly Chinese from
the inlguitous Japanese?

1 recall articles written by old “China hands.” {Hestrated
by piciures of Chinese and Japanese in parallel columns,
purporting 1o show how It wes possible to distinguish the
Chinese from the Japansse by the quality of treachery lnher-
ent in the physlognomy of the Japanese but missing from the
Chinese. The writers admitied that the difference was not
easy to spot but they claimed it was discernible to the train.
od eve
1 have the impression thal one wriler went so far 23
1o imply that the very fact the Japanese could not easily be
distinguished from the Chinese was another {lnstrefion of
the infinite duplicity of the Japanese.
mnwm.mmmmtmmgmm
skill of the ican public, wha b ifed
selves: memobﬂuuwlnnhuladi—ﬂum
which were two crossed flags, Mmmnmdchln-r.wuh
iption “1 Am Chinese
Perhaps {he Jupanese fn South Africa can take a cue Ask for .
from the Chinese: wear buttons which sy “1 Am A White m
Japanese, patent pending. South Africa, 19627
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By Bill Hosokowa

From the
Frying Pan

. Denver, Colo.
HIGH LEVEL STUFF “~In his Washi

STATEWIDE GROUP
FORMED TO AiD
APPRENTICESHiPS

First State in Union
to Establish Committee
1o Assist Minority Trainee

|ast week, Jike Masacka reported at length on the Joint
Uinited States-Japan Cultural and Educalional Conference
el in Tokya in January. This, as Masyoka pointed out, was
b resiitt-ed_the e eds talks lash June in which the
|wo government lesders pledged-to seektetter understand-
|ng between their countries.

The conferees came up with mcnmmeud.aliom urging
pn-attack on the language barrier between the two nations,
pxchange ofart exhibits, high quality television programs,
prtists and performers, exchange of scholarly n-scanm =nd
b variety of Tesser items,

While the communigoe issued after the conference spoke
pd “the full spectrum of cultural life,” the cmphasis scemed
o be on “thechest from each side.” The communigue stgges-
od the "best” might include visits to the US. of performing
groups in the classical Noh drama and Bunraku poppotry
s well as l.radnmm:l In]k dances,

.

DOUBTS — I‘rril\:ps. a5 you resd Masaoks's report,
ou wese faguely disturbed as 1 was by the fear that the
pxiremel¥ worthy objectives of this program are golsig to be
ung high and dry on the reefs of “culchub™. .

While it certainly is desirable to expose Americans 1o
poh, it is difficult 1o imagine Joe and Jane American—who
re the people an internstional cultural program ought 1o
peach—clamoring at “the | doors for T
fven the magnificent Bunraku puppets and colarful Japan-
b=z folk dances, after a couple of innings, are likely to appear
ismally monotonous 10 Americans accistomed to 3 maore

vely pace.
Li! this program is to reach the masses rather than just

mink, bidtk tie and tes-sipping set, il it is going to have
popular impact, it will have to be heavy on the peopleto-
people Jevél, Perhaps such a program wouldn't be culture
prihie high-brow sense, but it would make for friendship,
pnderstandifif and good will.

Sure, let’s send them Jong-hair music and egghead art.
Bt 1et's include some first-rate dance bands and Walt Dis-
ey, toa. Lots take a look at Noh and tea ceremony and
national tressures, bul let us also see the best of what postwar
Japanese find interesting apd exciting, new and indigenous.

Let's take o leal out dfthe Russian book if necessary.
In recent years the USSR has sent several troupes of danc-
ers; some baskethall players and hockey fsams to the United
States. These performers were picked with shrewd under-
tanding of the American taste for excitement, action, speed

color, Thelr tours were sensationally successful because
Ruskians tailored their prodect 1o the market. To do Jess
a US.-Japan exchange would be an error.
. . .

x
,i A ROLE FOR THE NISEl —

ives at me Tokyo 1
0 of letters and governmont nl!'mls—hlgh tvue individ-
als eminently qualified to represenl our country in an in-
rmational gathering. One would suspect, howgver, that
pany of them are not entirely familisr with the popular
r'vgls of costemporary American culture, which ls the area
e feel needs exploiting in a
Masaoka made the excellent suggestion that l.he JACL
peek appointment of qualified Nisel Americans lo future
ponferences with Japan. There are - many Nisel who could
make valuable contributions to the planning of a cultural
pichange program. Drawing on their knowledge of two
piliures, they would indeed be fulfilling their destimy as
hmericans of Japancse origin.
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