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By Bill Hosokawa

From the
Frying Pan

Denver, Colo.

TURNABOUT—Recent news item savs Yul Brynner, who
de & bald head look sexy while pl the role of king of
iam, will be cast as a Nisei in his next movie. He'll p'ob]bl\
8 mintmum of make-up assi ct since he has 3 remote
y Asiatic look even in street clothes,

On the other hand, 1 know several Nisel who could play
Yul Brynner without benefit of & visit to the barber.

ON ICE—It's o shame more Nisel couldn't tave seen the
apanese team in the World Hockey Championship -
juded in Denver and Colorado Springs. The Japanese won
11 five of their games in Group B and thus insured them
ves a position with the big boys in Group A next yesr.

The Jipanese proved to be a wellconditioned, flashly

eam that made up in speed and enthusiasm what it lacked in
inesse. Bul it had plenty of finesse, (oo, as witness the fact
hat Isa0 ORo had 17 assists, more than anyone else in the
ournament, and of the- a.lm top scorers In Group, six were
apenese.
The Japanese also lunl: hinme another trophy, a huge
jver cup for fair play. This is 3 consigerable accomplishment
ince hockey players seem to £p(-:n;\€:-::;_u{h time bruising
ch othegas pyfsuing the puck S

INN MAN—The Christian Science Monitor reports from
okyo that the American who wrote the best-selling “Japan-

Inn" Piliver Statler (isn't that a marvelous name for the
uthor of 2 story about a hostelry) is working on a novel about
ownsendMarris. Horris, you may recall, was the {irst Ameri-
n censul 1d Japan and one of thee mysteries of his story is
hether he did or did not have a romantic affair with s gul
amed Tofn Okichi. I he did, he set an interesting precedent
jor a later generation of Americans

‘What makes Mr. Statler's mission particularly intriguing
that he*Mves in a rented house in Shimoda, an off-the:
Ium-pal}\ hamlet on the I peninsula, where he is under-
king ru_,;arl:h for his pext book even though he docsn't
peak enough dapanese to amount to anything,

COMMENT—Next time there’s an awkward moment of
silence at-a dinner party, you might let drop the incidental
intelligence that Nippon Gakki Co, Lid, of Hamamatsu,
Jzpen, last year sold 1,161 pianos in the United States. This
was about ‘as many a5 Nippon Gaklki sold to Americans in
19460,

I ym'.l want to impress your friends further, you might
mention that onefourth of the Japanese piapos sold in the
U. S. were baby grands which face 3 17% peh import duty
and list in-the nelghborhood of §1.895 each.

One thing 1 still don't understand is where in the tatami-
covered floor of 8 Japanese house they put a piano.
REPORTER—If you've been wondering sbout the by-line
e-Georges Inagaki, appearing over Associated Press
out of Suth Vietnam and Laos, here is some inform-
tion proviléd by the AP,

“Rene-Georges Inagaki is the multilingual wandering
y of the Tokyo staff. He: is fluent in five languages—Japan-
. English. French, Spanish and German—and can switch
rom one 1o another without slowing down. For a yéar or
ore, he's spent more time outside Jspan than in it—with
th Vietnom and Laos as his special beat . . He's an intense
rson, whether pumnng a story or poundms. around s,.p;r
n his red motorcycle. . .

“He was born in Paris in 1827, the son of 8 Japaqﬂsc
iplomat and = German mother He came to AP from service
an interpreter with the U, §. Army and newspaper work
Tokyo with the New York Herald Tribune, Chicago Daily
{ews and English edition of Mainichi He-is married and has
ne son.”
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