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"\ The other night 1 went to see Akita Kurcsawa's “The
Lower Depths” playing at the Bleecker Street Cinema in
the Village. Kurosawa is the Japanese director whose “Rash
= first exhibdted in this country gUout™en yesrs ago.

him into the frout ranks of“the *wld'l Mok

"Tlu- Lower Depths” adapied yﬁh Maxim Gorky's

poopled with marvelously verminous characiers who,

llmu-mdm:mumu-euu 19th century. |

the setting is merely a guess on miy part |

briel sppesrance of a twosworded “police
Ll

play. is

nit there was 50 much screeching in that regis
Japanes sctors when they want lo conves
lh-t my throst, empathically, began to get
wa makes seems udmmm\ de
that Orientals are inscrutable
are m: as reticent pngd understated as an
aqlml commercial, and just about as hard 10 fathom
“The film’s next o final scene & 8 wildly comic dance
jperformed by same of the dranken denirens of the sloms.
a bon odort gone amuck. Kurssaws sfivariably punclusies
This works fof {hose I've seen, at sny rate) with incidebts of
savage humor: he may well be the foremost sativists of ou
time. His “fkiry,” for example. 1 25 lerociousty funny as
Chaplie's *City Lights™, you leave the theater weeping
Speaking of Kuresaws's uninkibited chsracters, | re-
member being visited by a propenent Nisei whes “Rash
amon” was first sbewn. He complained there sltopetber
Gn much screaming and orying in the film; he was xln\d
that it would give the “Taucesians, a5 he put it a wrong
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FROM THE FROZEN NORTH-—One of my least con-
sisteni correspondents is Toge Pujihirs, the New York
cinematographer. He never writes when be's at home. But
he doed seem to delight in sending along postcards from
distant places, like the middle of Africa, 3 Jungle towm in
Central America, Indis, Malaya or Korea. Fujihira's work
as camerdman for documentary films takes him to the most
remote parts of the world and if's a wonder his wife, who
doesn’t pet 1o go along, fsn't a Mitle sick of his Eallivanting
arpund

Last; week Pujihira dropped down 1o Fairbanks, Alaska
to warm bis hands a spell after an expedition north of the
Arctic Cltcle. He paused long enough W scribble 3 reminder
that the Japanese in Alesia surely deserve gttention in the
projected lssel Story project They certainly do

%,

Bast known of the Japanses in serly day-Alasks was
~pne Ju Wads whe used to deliver the U 5. mail by dogsied,
#ngd was reputedly 1o tough that he survived ons particularly
hazardout trip by chewing for nourishment an rawhide
harness straps. Toge says Wads also brought naws of & rich
Alsskan gold strike 1o the cutside from Fairbanks ene long-
age

Tooru Kanszawa, now in the travel business i
York City and parttime editor, spent 3 good
youth incAlaska. mainly around Juneau. He wrote some
stories shout Ju Wada in the days when he was working for
Jimmie S¥kamoto’s Japanese American Courier =
and no doubt he hal 3 lot of memaories
esriy Japanese ploneers of coastal Alazka

Fujihira writes that on his current safari he ran across
the trail of & Frank Yasuda who founded a trading pa
& place alied Besver, wherever that may be And ther
must be many other sdventyroos Japanese w
to the exploration and added o the history
northland

It might take  bit of effort to-tie Fujihira down Jong
enough for an interview, bul the Issel Storyv's Dr. Scott
Miyakawa probably would find it well worth the time and
trouble, -

. . .

CLOSER LINKS—The Issei-Nisei links with Alaska are
not limiled to romantic charsclers lke Ju Wada The lssei
were quick 1o find seasonal employment in the Alaskan
salmon canneries, and some of them stayed to go into
buginess dhd raise their families. (Both Abe Hagiwara and
George Kvotow, JACL leaders in Chicago snd New York,-
respectively, are natives of Ketchikan )

A fow bpei lortunes were foanded by the men who
contracted Japansge lsbor for the canperies. Other lssel
f on the pitifully smail grifElEeer ayediom 3 sesson of
woark, were abledo go Mo business for {REMSelves, start
farming, ppen 3 restaurant

Salmon c ¥ labar played an even more important
rale in the matulng of Northwest Nisel. Hundreds of them
used thelr summps’s earnings to sttend college ot & time
wben theit Cauctsian classmates were dropping out frdfi
lack of Flinds, preparing themselves for the professional
opportunities that didn't come until some time Later

Tt %35 also in the canneries that the Nisei first exper-
ienced the union movem = g wit the fervor

commugity

Alaska only recently became a state, bot the Issei
stary would not be complete without mention of the part
that wast territory plaved in the hi the Japanese
in the United States. And the story of the Nisei, too

vo[f “ m »”* Tokyo Topics: by Tamotsu Murayama
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