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By Bil Husokawa

From the
‘Frying Pan

: e Denver, Calo.

PERSDNTOPERSDN At the airport in Denver this
week the governor of the state of Colorade warmly embraced
the goternor of Japan's Ksnagowa prefeciure There was
penpine affection in the action, born of mutual respect and
admiration developéd during the toar af Jdapan last month by
& group of American governors

Now, six Japanese goveroors were in the United Siates
to return the goodwill visit. Colorade’s governor is Steve
Hc‘\l:d‘lu}i Democrat. Kanagawa's elected chiel execitive

“is Tlyearold Iwataro Uchiyama, an urbane, articulate (in
English and Spanish as well as Japanese), charming and
lively old gentleman

Later, McNichols was moved to call Governer Uchiyama
“one of the great men of- Jopan”. Recalling his two-wesk
tour, McNichols referred to the Japaness as “ingenious,
industrious, {riendly” people. The governor was addressing
a gathering of perhaps 150 leading Denver citisns at &
tancheon held at his mansion in honor of the Japanese visi
tors. A more Yriendly, warm, handsacrossthe-sea speech
copldn’t kave been delivered by an ambassador,

MeNichols' new-found in in Japan fs largely the
result of his visit to Japan and the opportusiity to talk with
wisit. Wark and relax with a people with whom he has had
little previous contact.

The jet age makes this sort of pyrsondo-person relation-
ship more casily possible these days, There's a need for more
of It an the private citizen as well as official level

. .

SOMETHING TO PONMDER—Over the yosrs it has be-
come increasingly noticeable that those of Japanese descent
in the United States are more interested in their Japanese
visitors than yice versa. Perhaps this is 2 parely ,u."m:li}
observation. Yet it seems that the stream of guests from
Japan—politicians, editors, reporters, radio and ielevision
broadcasters, businessmen—who have dropped in for a chat
are primarily concerned with their particular professional
interests. They want 16 know what their counterparts in the
United States are doing, and why, g
After they get that out of the way, they are interested
cidentally, and only incidentally; in the Japsnese Ameri
It seems théy consider the Issel as expatriates, and
the Nisel as foreigners with Japanese faces, and mutual cacial
origine means litle,

Thelr main interest in the “Japanese” in America stems
to be in the restaurants where they can get rice, pickles and
fish dishes prepared in the old country manner. In other
wards their concern i gustalorial rather than soclological,
ethnic-historical or whatever.

This Is something to ponder, especially in view of the
lengths 1o which many local lssel and Nisei put themselves
oul entertain an apparently md.lcs: flow of wvisitors from
Japan

-
COUP—The week must not be allowed to glip by withoat
taking note of the JACL-UCLA agreement to co-sponsor the
writing of the history of the Japanese in America. The pro-
isa monumental task. something that is bound 1o grow
in sope as it pro . Getting sn institution of the stature
of the Ulﬂ\'_rnlty of Californis at Los Angeles into the act as
an equal partoer s assurance that the job will be completed,
and done thorotghly and well.

Granted that the project is o worthy one, it took a cer-
tain amount of persuasion to get UCLA interested in 1. Such
siops are not taken lightly by a university, Credit for this
belongs 40 two men, Ralph Merritt, o former University of
California official and former project director of the Man-
aemar WRA camp, and Frank Chuman, JACL president

There are many others who lald the groondwork that
helped convince UCLA the project was soond. Scott Miya-
kawa, who worked'up an, impressively comprebensive firs-
draft Sutline, for instance. Sim Togasaki who set about 1o
raise money while the project wi an iden, Shig Waka-
matsu- who as chairman coordinated everyone's efforts
They all deserve a hearty well done. [

Now,the real work begins,
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