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By Bill Hosokawa

Denver, Colo.

ONE DOWN, THREE TO GO — Having completed the
prescribetl course of study and paid the required fees, our
Mike was gradusted last Sunday from Colorado State Col-
lege. Looking just a°hil self-consclous in cap and gown, he
siepped forward to accept the diploma which attests 1o his
academic accomplishments

It &5 difficult to describe the emotions we felt. There
wappride, of course, happiness, relief and anticipation, and
perhaps even a bit of regret that we are losing our first-
barn. He Is no longer ours In the sense thal was true for *
21 years; he is an independent young man who fereaftér
must rely on his own intelligence, energies and other re-
sources io make his own way.

1 suppose it &s traditional at these times to sav that i
seems a5 though il were only yesterday, or maybe the day
before yesterday, thut Mike toddled off to school as a
kindergariener. Well, that picture is not entirely true. That
was neariy 17 years ago, and an enormous lot has happened
in thal time. But it is 3 litthe hard to believe that the years
have fled so swiftly.

This 3 sort of landmark year for us, In addition to Mike,
the other three are pasiing rather important academic mile-
stopes, Susan will be gradeating from high schoal in a few
-days and is preparing to go on io college. Pete will be enter-
Ing the ninthygrade in the fall which doesn't mean much
any more these days of junior highs but in other times the
niath grade was the beginning of high school. And Christie
will be leaving elementary school for junior high, come Sep-
tember. A landmark year, indeed. And only one PTA to go
to in the fall.

A LONG TIME AGD — I suppose it would not be en-
lirely appropriate to reeall that my commencement took
place just 25 vears ago this month. A sheepskin, which cost
85 even In those dFTessed times, attests to that fact |
haven’t seen il in some yesrs; it must be stored away some-
where in the piles of junk that one collects
—~._ The memories of\that day are somewhst dim. What
remains” are largely inconsequentin]l things like how hot
it was in-the arena in our rented gowns, how hard the seats
became as the program dragged on, and, more vividly,
the light of pride in parental eyes as we met them aler the
~program. They had sacrificed much to make educstion
possible.

Looking back now, it is more obvious than ever that
commencemenl as the words says was only the beginning
The real procese of learning came afler classroom courses
were _completed. If our yoongsters learn only this lesson
while they are wrestling with their academic challenges
e time and money invesied in their educations will kave
n well-spent.

. . .
_THE FASCINATION — In trying to analyze the fascin-

tion of resring 5 child to adulthood, the real satisfaction
fseems to be in walching a personality and an individual
develop. In our family we've never tried to shape a child
jinto our own images, or toexperience the things we missed
hrough them. And so the youngsters have growsn_up as
distinct individuals with opinions of their own, reacting to
gituations on the basis of their own glands and brain cefs
jmnd whatever else goes into the crestion of personality

All four of the youngsiers have started with basically
decent- instincts, and we've tried to build on that founda-
tiom. But they're all different and will continue to become
maore different as they develop.

If all this sounds a bit bewildering, the subject matter
a trifle ‘alien from the usunl column that appears in this
space, 1 Bope vou'll be indulgent. This is a spocial sort of
duy, and 1 wanted to share a few thoughts with you about
kids‘we've reported on in the Frylng.Pan from time
o time #ver the past 20 years. They don't do “cute” things
any more, but they're still interesting, I think.
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