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By Bill Hosckowa

From the
Frying Pan

Denver, Colo.

CHEWING THE FAT — A bunch of the fellews were
sitting aroufid and shooting the breeze the other night, Know
what we talked about? Heart attacks and other silments of

days before World War IL About people we used 1o know
who arehow grandparcnis. Golf. Gardens and how 1o Erow
bestef grass. Baldness

Come Lo think about it, no one once mentioned basehall
o poker which used 10 loose & flood of comment. No<one
talked about movies, either, or girls. 1t used 1o be that we
atways Talked about girls, but now it seemed the fellows
either aren'l interested any more, or oot in & pasition to do
moch about them even if they are

The subject of food was skipped over, too. Fellows still
put sway large portions of food, but not with the old Eusto,
Maybe they have a guilt complex aboul food. Too many
alories. So they'd rather not talk about it

0dd how people's interests change when they're 50
years old, more or less. And that's where the Nisei are this
i2Znd year of the 20th Century.

. .

HISTORY — week, after reading Mike Musacka's
coumn in The Paclfic Citizen about the death of Gen, John
L DeWiit, T got oul @y eopy of Maron Grodsin's monumen-

book, “Americagh Betrayed” to refresh {ading ‘memory
sbout the circumstances ‘wnder which DeWit: ardered the
“Japancse™ evacuation from the West Coast in 1647 Grod-
% sois down Bs 1 matter of record:
“L Before J.n. 7 {1942) the Western Defense Command
gnder General DeWitt) had shown no inferesi in mass evac.
aation and had made no claims with respect to the necessity
such 5 program,
“2. From the middle of January an ever increasing
hlic demind for mass evecuation was made
3. On Feb. 14 the coi nding general transmitted 1o
e War Department his récommendation making possibile
eyacuation of all Japanese citizens and aliens under com-
plete military ansplces,
“The peculiaritics of this chronology sequence merit
clostst attention. The recommendation for mass evacuh.,

ense Command until two monihs and seven days after

Harbor, Evecuation, itself, did not start until three and
bulf months after the war began. Once ordered, evacuation
riheless bad to be complete and rapid, and ‘the stress
necesiilyfor immediate-action’ maide it ‘impossibly diffi-

t6 sift the Joyal from the disloyal =
—"The point, however, is thal the regional pressures
ntervened ‘in prectsely that interval, between the Army's
plete disinterest in evacustion and the Army's insistence
b evacublion . . "

EVALUATION — After sifting through a mas of mater-
al on DeWitt and his decision, this man emerges as 3 some-
hat lackluster, unimaginative, career officer whose Ers
fear was being caught in a West Coast “Pearl Harbor ™
flac played on that fesr. Afler he was porsusded
evacuation, he fell obliged 1o support his decls-
slatements.
~¢an it be overlooked that the Justice Department
ed 1o the evacuation and helped draw up a presidential
! The issue, fi 10 the American con-
tpt of civil Tights, was never discussed at a cabinet meeting,
ver presented to busy, harassed President Roosevell ss
Grodzins reports President Roosevelt took no
ini the evacustion program, but be signed the order
houfs after it reached his desk.
And thus was history made.
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