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By Larry Tajiri

: Yagaries

“Flight from Ashiya’

FOR HEASONS best known to Producer Harold Hecht
s and star Yul Brynner, the lattor portrays
Japanese and Polish descent. in
“Plight from Ashiva,” which will be r
April

Brynner's role is thai of 8
medical jumper, who s 2

/
Mike Takamori, a o
ir ol an AmeTican

Adr
Force air rescus team which s o6 route 1o try 1o save the sur-
wivors of & Japanese ship which went down in 8 typhow
south of the main Japams=e kslands
Arnold’s movel, is the

The film, from Ellict
tory of the Americans invo{ved in the
the drama is told in flashbacks about the
1 Eath personal story ghres
cemmitment 1o the air rescuc

3

the key to the individuals
Miszinn
The other stars in the {ilm are Richard Widmark, as the
colonel whose wife dicd in a Japanese prison camp and who
hstes the Japancse but still rids bis own b, resrue some

Sanonymous Japanese seamen, and Goorge Chakiri a the
fpitot who blames himsclf for an error which caused the

r"n-n\h: of sume civillans in a previous rescug mission aml

 who needs 1o prove bimsel! in the air.

; In Arpold's orginal novel the rale plaved b\ Brynngr
wad that of Sgt Mike Warren and plesimably the charscler
was changed 1o that of 2 Japanisef Americin a0 that there
iwould also be an elemen of conflict betwern the Japanes-
hating colonel. played by Widmark, and Sgt. Taksmori. The
Japanese Amenican soldier's pervonal peychological barden
involves his love afinir with 3 Morocrsin glrl during the war

B in North Africa in World War 1L
In his novel, “Flight from Ashiya.”
(3 major charsclers and s
ved with the Japenesehating
wirtually disappesred from the
e in juntaposition to the personal preja;

s by Brynner's sergeant
there have been many accounts given by
3 of his-origina, but the one he spparcatly favors
most, gnd one he used when he first become an actor on

Broaftway more than a decade ago. b that be was born under

s the Japanese (leg on the island of Saghalion to o Swiss father
and 3 Mongolian mother. Much was made of the story when

Beynner vtaited Japan more than & year ago when scones of
“Flight from Ashiya™ were filmed there, and the story hasa't
been

8 dice of the

S L
Because of its fnany flashbacks “Flight from Ashiva™
awkward in the telling. The picture’won't win any swards
bot i docs make for 2 reasonshly shsnrhing experience.

S

YOICHI OKAMOTO's tenure a3 President Lyndon John-
son's personal photographer was doomed 1o be o shori one
AFollowing the wide publicity given Okamoto’s role on the
te House staff. the President was needled by TV com-
tor Richard Harkness for having 3 “fylltime personal
pher” As a resglt Okamoto has 0 the White
and i1y back ut his old job of chief of graphics for the
18 Informution Agency
As Newwweek reported I “Though Mr. Johnson knew
hat Oksmoto had printed only a fraction of the (11,000)
be had taken, the President decided his favorile pho-
hadtogo_ ..~
After all, it's an election year.

ISAMU NOGUCHL, then recognized as be is tnday as‘one
the warld's sculplors as well ax 2 designer. was not sent
a war relocation center for evacooes of Jajanese ancestry
veartime 1942, Instoad. Noguchipetitioned 10 g0 to a WRA
in the beltiel that be might utiline hivtalent for design
1o better the physical sotlings of the detention ramp. One of
Noguchi's plans was for playground arens-for children which
would be both prartical and esthetically beantiful Je alwo
had other ideas for sctivities which would have made the
camps self-suviaining

Noguchi, of course. was doomed- to disappolntmient.
The army which sl up the.relocation camps and the civilian
War Relocation Auothority which took them over were not
interested in esthotien in plavgrounds or other features of
rglncation camp life
However, Noguchl never has flagped in his intervst in
which can be us well a8 use-
ful Just the-other day be and architert Louis 1. Kahn pro-
posed @ §1 million playground. which if approved by the
{h‘,’ of New York, will be finunced by the fsmily of the late
Adele B Levy und will be built along River-

side Drive

“Playgrounds havent changed since the invention of the

swing and the sandbos™ Noguchl wis quoled as ssying.

muwﬂrmwmummmwmumﬂn

games . . . it's an adventore ¥
Hmuﬁsrdnanmunmuwmrhmalm

ocado River relocation

the wartime bardens of the Nisei was an a0t of commitment
d dedication.

'STeRE FOR MR. SHORT'

axithor Arnold had &
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