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— By Bill Hosokowa

| From the
Frying Pan

Los Angeles

71 PAGES OF QUESTIONS — As you will read In olber
pne of the Pacific Citiven, trained interviewers have
g the momsneslal sk of gathering dsta for the Hikory
lapanese in the Urited States. The work is under
in some areas, and | will be extended to others shortly
it's & good thing the intervicwers are truiped, bocauss
wal is 3 THpape questionmuure divided into nine sec
Under ides] conditions il & xpected thit six hours will
ired to go throsgh the questionnaire with the lasel
{ In some cases twice that time may be reguired
subject is quite elderly or not well, three or 16Gr ses-

b iy be required
The guestionneire was drawn up by the History Project
after much, deliberation hnd thorough snalysis of the
of information thal would prove most valushle A
peifically selecied cros section of the Lised population
en in somewha! the same manner a3 rvbewees for
e opimion poll, was picked for the guestioning on the
of residence. economic #iatus. and @ variely of other

-

Tl:z information these tionnaires yield will be tabu-
| onn puimch cords for st ical smalysis These findings
be combined with the results of comprehensive oral .
wii, snalyeed and evalooted and ubtimalely ghoen o
in the lssel Histors

QUESTIONS, QUESTIONS — Because of the obvious
ol putting logether & 73-poge questionnaire, there area't
v flnating around for public examinstion. But you may
psted in secing what smme of the questions are like
The questioansires sre divided into these nine felds of
- Introduction, with specis] relerence & 10 age. marni-
ists. date of arvival @ the US; Emigration history;
arnic histery; Marriage snd family relations; Communi-
datisnshipe Recreation: Religious history: Membership
activity in volunisry orgenizations: and finally. Politics
P -each of these fields the emphasts bs attitudes
for example, the section on marriage and family rely
hips. The respondedd, is asked who cantrols the money
family, what points 'wl disagreedent anse frequgnily
een hushand and wife, whether the family favors Amen
ar Japaness Tood, wint holidays are obeerved and which
not, what kmd of career was {avored for the children
The laset are also asked whether they approve or dbap-
ur#lxl marrving the fdllowing: Visitors from Japan,

nn. recond Japanese immigrants Mexicans, wother
Chinese Americans. Nepros, Korean Americans. Fili-
The lisel are then given a chanee to el what kind of

Enge they most :pymn af, Murl they would most up-
and why. - -

tmo INTERVIEWS ' — 1n addifion 1o these lengihy
ounaire-type  interviews, o number of inleryiews will
oral interviews by stafl m
must, of mecessity, be 1 ed by lack of time and funds
But individial JACL cha are-being encouraged to
pinterviews with Interesting or cutstanding Issel person:
in their respective arem. A peseral guide for vol
imterviewers oublining some of the paints that ought
wiered, will be provided shortly by the siaff of the
ey Project
It s boped that the chapters will use this guide to tape
personal stories of lwsri individuals for pos Much
he muterin] that would be pul down on tape may have
stientific value to the History Project but all of it
e of priceless interest'in & few years.
l.lai.nzs'uoiw will be distributed shortly 23 o whore
s should be sent. but many chapters probably will want
copiles for their own archives. The idea i 1o make 2
d of-these personalieed stories, no. matter how igex-
while: they are still available. L that respect, no price
b: set on thelr value
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