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Much will be said i the coming weeks about the “right
o wote”, now that Congress has commenced hearings on
President Johnsop's proposed voting law. This republic has
glewn from its original streich of 33 colonies along the A_l-
lsatic coast to a sum of 50 American states. During the same
period the right of franchise has been extended from the
‘propertied classes to all freemen, then to the women and
finally to all citizens

The attention being paid currently upon the demonstra-
tipns in Alabama-and the bearings in Washington is 3 mani-
-festgtion of the will of an overwhelming majorify of Ameri-
can peopln and of the American Congress that all \eligible
‘ditizens of the United States have the ntlﬂ. and appartunity
dp vote, Specifically, atention is being poid in those aress
where artificial disabilities deny some of the right to vote
by Associated Pross last week reveals

for racial reasons
E: ﬂraﬂm 3
1o close every possible vote-denying

1§ heart” for i denies 1o those stalés & rctod g at umed
in the bill explicitly but fitting the de

wis of the

Louisiana, Mississippi, South Carolina anﬂ Th'ghﬂr',...-, fumily por 1 u-_] e
the kindoess shoer

Georgia,

the right to impose tests of literacy, education, knowledge,
Imtellipence or morality on any citiven who wishes to register
and vote,

How does the bill invalve these states without naming
them?®
“ .. .in any state or in any politicsl subdivision of &
sdate which (1) the Attorney General determines matntained
of Nov. 1, 18684, any test or device as 3 qualification  for
voting {and where) (2] the Director of the Census determines
that Jess than 50 pet of the persons of voling age residing
therein were registered on Nov. 1, 1964, or that less than 50
. et of such persons voled in the Presidential election of
November, 1964". -
' ‘The same section defines “test ordevice” to mean any
" roquirement thal a voter “demonsteate the ability to read,
ayrite, ndérstand, or interpret any mzltrr demonstrate sny
og his ledge of any J
' w good moral character, or prove hix qualifica
| tions by the voucher of registersed \u!m or mémbers of any
| other class "
| This mny mean thot Cafiforndi’s Hteracy test will stand
since more than 50 pet. of thase of voting age ae registered
&nd have voted in the lest presidential electioh. (The 1964
census estimate shows 10.9 million of voting age: and There
wore 8.1 million registored for 1964, and 6.2 million voted )
The proposed voting law showidn't raise hopes of those
naturatized lssel who feel the Californds lteracy law might
be nullified.

How advocates of the new law are going to clear the
constitutional provisions givyng the states the right to sot
voter requirements so long as these are not discriminatory
may be explained in the weeks (o come. While it is necessary
and vital that Negroes everywhere attain their right to vote,
it should be completely constitutional. Short of this, Section
2 of the 14th Amendment governing apportionment of re-
presentatives in Congress looks to us as the more practical
avenue—now that .S, Supremo Court has ordered the “one
man—aone vole" policy.

CAMPAIGN CONTRIBUTIONS

. A sequel o this “right to vote™ struggle might be con.
sidered.  Asstnblyman Gorden H. Winfon Jr (D-Merced)
thinks that Californin volers have the right to know who
makes financial coptributions to pelitical campaigns. The
staunch Republican newspaper here, the LA Times, sup-
poris him editorially though the Legislature has never had
The Times thinks the votes in Sacramento on Winton's bill
should make inleresting reading

Winhton, well-known among Northern California JACL- |
erx, iy an 8vear 1000 Club member of the Livingston-Mereed
chapler.

At gvery general scsgion since 1959, Winton has intro-
duced “purity of election™ bills calling for public disclosure
of financial huckers of candidates and how much they con-
tribute. Al fafled. bt Wintor s trying again with the sup-
jport of Gov. Brown.

“There is nothing evil about making of recelving cam-
paign contributions.” the governor sald “But the source of
those contribution should by an open part of  the public
record

Wintan's bill ¢a¥ for diselosure of contributions of any
donor totaling over 5200 and listing all campaign expenses
when the total paid 1o one person exceeds $100. Candidates
for atl ive olfices, the legisl , the
US. Senate and House would be covered

The Times saw significance in Gov. Brown's plea for
“purity of electiog” laws coupled with 3 code of ethics for
legisiaters for his su of higher legisiative pay, The point
he wanted 10 stress was that hefore bigger saliries are ap-
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Fﬂmlﬁﬁ' Spezking: by Carol H.ﬁ?g.w.
Our Group Characteristics

Washington, D.C.
For severnl years, I've been frying to pin down w'han
teristics Japanese Americans seem fo possess an
pup. This was done both out ‘of curjosity and in mmh
Jind out if we do possess common traits. An ohjective such
this has its deep pitfalls because common characteristics
hard to ﬂolu:ealz' and harder to prove, and when attempt-

by a  the results are likely 1o be quostionshie
in"any event, these arc some of the characteristics 1
| we poSSEsS

Sense of responsibility: This means responsibflity a8
y member to care for his own, ax an emploves o
r;,h.ni, and well, and a5 a citizen to carry ot what is
hected of him by society. There is Hittle lawlessness. un-
ployment, community friction and few welfare cases
ong the Japancse-Americans, as examples.
"2 Sense of honer and pride: This it manifested by
i ch as the need to keep your word, 16 do your best,
be Bonest, and the general desire to save face. To have
ers think well of us mesns a gro nd fo disgrace
family.or self is unthinkable

3, industriovsness: This is demonstrated by high employ-
t and the ability to work hard and conscienfiously. Ja-
. Americans seem o rely on hard work as the basis
promotion and reward rather than on entreprenearship,
portuntsm, crime, overt aggresss initiative.

4. Clesnliness: This trail seems hasic 1o the Japaness
perican for it would be hard to find any who don't bathe

ly and keep thenmelves and their homes generally

an.

5. Deop belief in education: This is 5 belief not in ede.
jon as an intellectnnl endeavor, but 55 a means 1o a better
The dearth of Japanese Ametican scholars seems 1o bear
this functional sppreciation of educstion, Our gencral
gty rale i extremely high as is our percentage of college-
inttl people.

In the near future, this matter of group characteristics
undotubtedly be just an academic question As we are
jimilated more and more into the American society, our

and our life changes What was onee our unique
panese American identity will have become an American
utity, 1 guess [ can't accept the idea that oor progeny will
know the distinction of being a representative. hiwever
ipticrally, of two cultures. For the mosi part. our group
yracteristics are complimentary by any soclety's standards
gpe we don't lose them entirely.
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