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“The aterage of the Nised is sald 1o be 4B—which

“mmore than hall of their lives his been spent since

“sEhoct ‘and that in the last serious Sudy of the US
in - élads there were only 21 amendments

21st Amendment, rafilied in 1833, repealed the

) Améendment. Thres more have been added

I!ﬁl the 22nd Amepdment was enacled Lmlling 2
. pEEHSEL Lo two terme. In 1981, the 23rd gave District of
Cdlimbia voters the right to participate in presidential elec-
.. tions, Tn 1984, the 24th barred poll taxes in federal elections
Now comes the 25th proposing “the succtssion o the
1w Presidency and Vice Presidoncy and 1o cases where the Pres-
idéal bs uskle 1o discharge the powers and duties of his
. olfice’
There were no provisions establishing a line of succes
“sion umtil 1886, when Congress called for the Secrefary ol
" “State aod the remainder of heads of the execitive dupart-
« menis-in_onder 10 succeed in the presidency. In 1847, the
Speaker 6f the House and the Prosident pro-leam of the Sen-
ate wepe in line of succesion shead of the Cabinel Each
- prruidéﬂ since General Eikenhower has also signed :m
Br with his vice | on femporary
in thijevent of inability to serve.
e The Senate has approved the latest constitutional amend-
$ @xf.—ﬂw 25th—without o dissenl, The Hoyse approved it
with mincr changes last April 13 by a vote of 368-20. Once
Congress completes action, it requires approval by legisis-
- fares of 38 #tates.
f " “For the first tinie, the way is opened for filling a vice
» vacancy. The would pick him, but it
would require confirmastion by a majority innovatian
Fur the first time, there can be a legal “acting presi-
v=fent”. As propostd, the vice president would discharge the
office of president as “acting president” if the president
declares in writing he §s unable to discharge the powers and
‘duties of his office, If the president is unable to write any
letier {like President Garfield who #as shot and in a coma
| = for B0 duys before he succumbed), the 2518 Ameadment
1 pmm thaf the vice president with the writlen consuarrencs
~af the “majarily of the heads of the execuive department or
gach other body as Congress may by law,provide™ may in-
- form the Congress that the chiel cxecutive i incapacitated
* The vice president takes over as “acting president” immed)-
&

\l-'hun the president writes fo Congress --m,{ no inabi-
lity exists”, heo shall resimie his office
== Bt i the vico president, with the written concurrence
Lo the “majority nf the heads of the exccutive department
~“or such other body as Congress may by law provide” within
| ~two days, sends 3 written denis) of the president's ability to
g function, then Congress within 48 hours shall “decide the
| isgue”. This provision is expected to answer the cise of Pres-
ident Wilson who wae 10 {1 1o function but who jealously
T mejected replacements
Wilson's last Year in office was Iike having no president
3 and yet fhere was 3 president. Mrs. Wilson decided who
should see hor husband - Ambasiadors couldn't get in Bills
bocamie Iaw withou! Wilson's signsture And Secrelury of
ile Lansing was dismissed for urging Viee President Mar-
1 1o siep in and assume the powers af the chief executive
In any dispote over succesgion, Congress would come
utu&ntmu,\ into kession, elther by call of the “acting presi-
, or by #1 own power assumed tnder the provision that
iy -!]l act “within 48 hours". The Senate and House versions
have slight differences over details of liming, which is buing
straightened oul in conference. The Senate cally for “imme-
diaty™ artioh whereas the House says “within 48 hours". The
‘Senate version gives the vice president “seven days” to make
decision that the president in incapstited. the House
wo days".
l:lblar}' has warned over and over agaln 1hat the ambi-
Euous provisions oi the Constitution need to be filled out by
.llll.llh or policy. The spectre of vacudm of power al the lop
i has moved Congress to meel this risk by constitutional
| amendment. No longer will a vice president feel ke being
g branded 3 rdgue for sssuming thie presidency on an “acting™
! And the bulk in Congress today has come to sguare
v pmugm h'_t pm‘i.d.mg a specific formula
times of dmenis in
#I'IL most have u.‘ln about twe years, The first ten (the
Bill of Rights) took 27 months; the 14th took 25 months; 1he
15¢h took 13 months—the Confederate states had to ratify
t this one relating to equal rights for white and colored citirens
. o rejgig the Unipn.

- most stale legislatures meeting #ithin the first
three months of the year. it i conceivable that the 25th
Amendment may bé lnw by spring ol next y

. . . .
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Three more jets 1o Tokyo boost  you step aboard your JAL Jet CHOOSE FROM 17 JETS A WEEK TO
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SAN FRANCISCO J. JACLERS STAGE

By the Bourd

T+ By Mas Hirsnaka, Secretary ie Nat'l Bpard
San Diego
MEMBERSHIP—is of May 1, the Organisation has gone
g:v;r the top sationally withran alltime postwar high of 18,
members. dt-sitpasses the 1964 total by 1035
Grestes! increase §s reflected in the membership af We
Northern Californis-Western Newads District Councdl with
tbeir toial of §.332—a whopping 2.257 over 1964. This is in
part due 1o the wonderful major medical plan made available
10 the membership butimore doe to the bard wark «of DC
chairman Tom Takeds of San Josednd deaderskip in the var-
ous chapters of dbe distriot Hats off 1o them all'
¥Four other district councils have excoeded their membar-
ships also; Pacific Nordhwest, Central Californin, Mountsin-
Plains and Eastern. The remaining throe—Pacific South-
west, Inlormosmlain end Midwest—are within 80 pl of their
foal 1o meet last yoar's lotal
Al the chapter fevel, 40 hove exceeded their 1864 mem-
- bership marks, of which 22 are all-time highs. One chapler
+ bas cgualied ils 1964 performance; 18 others arc within 14
members.

“Tiris deaves 29 remaining chaplers: wight are within 23
mombers of the 1964 membership total; eight others within
0, and two unreported, leaving 11 chapters with maore than

¢ 50 members to pecruil. Of this latier group, I'm sure thot
BT uﬂﬂlﬁm are unreported and urge that all mem
berships be d immedlisicly 1o National
: Pacific Citiren s also been sendigg me copies of
+ members who have not renewed in conjunction with the $C
eut-ofl program  Many of them are old-time JACLers and it
i hoped that none of theim will be cutoff. An extra offart
cld-timers so that Lhedr
5 JACL membership wili be sustained.
= . . . .
~=  19TH SMEMMIAL—Plans are rapidy laking shape ot
r 19th Bienpial Nationsl JACL Convention next yesr. The
Diego Chapter invites the entine membership to schedule
afy 20—80, 1056, as the week 0 be in San Diego. Fee-ached-
i events thus far call for the following:
Jul;r 26 (Tur. }—0Opening ceremonies, oratoricsl tmﬂm

0 mixer
July 27 (Wed —Councll sessions, Official dl:ki,alns and
recognitions luncheon
Jaly 28 (Thu)—¥Free Day: fishing derby, golf tourna-
‘ment, Tijuans trip, bridge tournament, Ladies fashion show-
ncheon, Sea Warld, 1000 Club whing-ding,
July 29 (Fri}—Council sessions, convention outing
* July 80 (Satp—Counctl sessions, siection of pational
officers, Convention bangoet and Savonsrs Ball
Convention headguarters will he at £l Corter Hotel, Tth
and Ash 5t Ban I.mgn Its facilities are one of the fioest in
the west and additi afe being
‘mede 5t the present time
S ‘Convention Board assiprments have been commitied to
‘Canvention Co-Chairmen: Mas Hironsks, Gegrge Kodamo
Bmu Events Ghairmnn Motn Asskawa
= : Jack M
‘Puﬂk Relations. Dr, T.d Imote and Michio Himakn
Booklet: Tom. ¥ Ads: Paul Hoshl

.~ 2000 Club Whing Ding: Joe Miyochi. |

Yeuth: Akira Talonhita, Hedi Takeshits, Ford Kuramoto
Registration & Housing: Harry Kawamoto
Queen Canlerl & Fashion Show, Mits Yoshioka, Alice Owa-
shi; Ladies Aux
National Oratorical Conotest: Hiomi Nakamura
Golf Tomrnament: George Mulo and Eddie Urata.
Fishing Derby: Lloyd Ito and Mabel Hibi
Other commitice assignments are being made and all
members are urged 1o participate in our 16th Biennial,
Much of the Youlh and Jr. J&CL aspects of the 18th
HFfinial will be discussed at the forthcoming youth meeting

nixi month at Sall Lake City and a separale - report will
fgtiow
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