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CRISIS IN THE CARIBBEAN

‘Within the past two months, Santo Dlomingo has been
frilMape copy weighted with confusion. lts relationship
with American affairs goes back to the time when President
Jefferson was able 10 purchase Louisians for §15 million in
1803, which history now regards as the greatest real estate
bargain at 3 cents per acre Actuslly, Jefferson was only
interésted in securing New Orleans and the Floridas for not
maie than $10 million.

“Napoleon Bonaparte was busy occupying his newly ac
quired empire and wanied to wrest control of Santo Domings
trom revolting Negro slaves In 1801 Touissain! L'Ouver-

. ture, 3 fullblooded Negro slaye Jed the Tevall in the enor-

productive sugar island, which had been by far the

most profitable of France's overseas possessions. Napoleon

intended to make Santo Domingo the capital of his New

World domain, sending over s many as 50,000 troops who
weri Jed by his able brotherdn-daw Leclerc

The mad venture was abandoned when Napaleon rocelv-
ed newy Leclerc had succulibed to yellow fever—a deadly

which assisted the revoltlng sizves, With Santo Do-
mingo fost, what need for Louisiana. And Napoleon couldn't
‘hoid Lpuisians -against Enghishi naval power. He reasoned it
would be far better to soll Louigiana lo the Americans than
1o 160 fall to the British

Mln at the time wouild have oeriainly outhid the U8
for purchase of Lousiana bul Napoleon disposed it as one
istiffan puts it, “to raise up 8 powerful republic that would
Mlbe expansion of England, compete with her merchant
manine; and as (Napaleon) put it—sooner or later (o) humble

_ her pride ™
During the Civil War, the Dominican Republic which
had been t since 118 nce in 1644 ask-

ed {fk reannexation to Spain. The mother country accepled
in 1881, thotgh US. Secretary of State Seward challesged
Spam'sTight to lake back Santo Domingo: Only the oppres-
sive meastres of the Spanish offickils and ravages of yellow
fever—plus ‘ihe victorions Northern armies on the march
in 1865—had the Spanish withdraw voluntarily
The Dominican Republican’s next venture with the US
same three years later when its president Buenaventura Bact
ssked -for US annexstion if the latter would assume the
public debt. American speculsiors and the Navy, fwhich was
particularly ezger to secure the Bay of Samana. enthusiasti-
ally supported the plan Président Grant alse efraced the
: it became an obsession with him
1860, the annexation tresty was compleied in form
out the American public did not respond favorably s it was
vexed with reconstruction problems and it was not keen on
mnéking insular possessions that were populsted by aliens.
m spite of Grant's prestige, the Senate voled 2825 on-the
r, far short of the pecessary two-thirds
fruitless schime bew up aboul the same time the
Subans clamored for independence from Spain. Exiles in the
0.8 formed juntas. American property on Cuba was being
Yestroyed and anti-monarchial feelings among Americans
wore gill strong. War with Spain was imminent in the post-
Jivil War years but a coclheaded Hamilton Fish, Grant's
werotary of state, prevailed and Congress voled to maintain
frict netrality. - Revolution continued 10 mork Cuban his-
ory in the succoeding years but U8 attention was else-
where until the USS Maine blew up in Havana in 1698
In 19801, when Cuba became a US protectorate under
he Platt Amendment, the socalled *“big stick policy” under
*resident Teddy Hoosevell wae born. The Monroe Doctrine
wat invoked in 1904 when it became clear thal bankeupt
- Jaminican Republlc might be occupied by European powers
| wnt on collecting their debt by force Ramors repeatedly
nentioned Germany. And If foreign troops came, they may
we lempled 1o stay and thereby threaten the American life
ine a3t the Papama bthmus The US. had just conchuded
s Canal Zooe treaty wilh Panama in 1903 The camal was
spened o ship traffic in 1014 )
To gel the Dominican Republican back on its financial
eet, he island government invited Washington in 1805 1o
ake over its custom collecting—45 pel o be retained for
Jominican expenscs and 55 pel. for oulsfanding debis. With
sustom bouses in US hands and the revolution no langer
wofitable, Sante Domingo setthed down 10 an era of peace
. ind prosperity.
During Preddest Wilsn's administration. the US
, darines were landed in 1816 to quell the “insurrectionary
wbit* and 1S naval officers took over government admini
trafion. The US. slso bought the Danish West Indies for
i25 million a1 this time (Deamark was first willing to aceept
744 million in 1867) 1o bolster i Caribbean position
‘The 1924 tresty with Dominican Hepublic ended US.
nilitary nﬂn and resulted in the withdrawal of the marines
s adequs o financial
nterests. 'mus receivership of Dominican customs. bow-
wer, diﬂmudnul.llAan 1941, as a resvll of President
frapklin D' Roostvelt's Good Neighbor Pelicy. by which
ooperation of Ms soathern neighbors could be relied upon
tecause of -the imminence of o two-ooean war.
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Student Protest Movement Only One Record  *
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frso0d phepomenon Labelled variously a5 Communist-  JACL Hieel Helays record was
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s jn the south. While the protest st Berkeley was teing
fised, 5 wimilar protest at Yale was praised by all

frhese students do not merely march, picket, disobey
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;mlm“m behind these actions are ns varied as
hetions themselves. The catchwords are idealism, moral
bation, impatience, and belie! in the power of man 1o
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fmocracy, liberty, equality and opportunity as goals 1o be
hed. They are merally indignant when American fails
bogrize these idésls and impatient when America drags
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=y comiplex mixture of altruism and selfishness
s e student protest movement forward.

, varging degrees of commitment are easily vis-
The moverenbois {0 some a passing fad; 1o others, a
! ~groping -siep toward responsibility; to still
pi fitm. lifclong commitment L

ficourse, from this complex interplay ol diverse mo-
[ commitments occurs & wide range of actions— re-
jitle anid irresponsibile, nuive and realistic, optimistically
jand cynically political
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