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From the
Frying Pan

Denver. Cale—
THE DAY IT RAINED — From all indications, Denver's

unprecedented food received & good deal of notice country-

wide, bul there wasnt much clear explanation as to what

) happened. To retand this flood, and that which followed
on Colors 5 easiern plains, {1 is necessary to know about
our pattern of rainfoll Our rain, what we have of @, often

* falls in magsive cloudbursts. Incredible amounts of it pour
oot af the sides in 2 few hours.

That is, what happened last June 16. This cloudbirst
was concentrated in an area about 25 miles south of Denver.
Within minutes it filled Plum Creek, normally no more than
2 trickle. bankfull. A wave of water plunged down the croek
bed, washing out bridges, uprooting trees, destroying high-

ways, {j il farmland and sweeping awsy houses. Plum

Crock T its short and turbulent course and joined the
South Plaite River, which winds through Denver

Meanwhfle, Denver itsell experienced hardly any rain-

sidewalks. Bul the flood from upriver was advancing on the
city. 1l {nin@ated (he lowlands, largely an industrial, ware-
housing anll substandard housing area This area took a bru-
tal brating, but the rest of Denver was untouched.

Not so with farming areas downstream zlong the Platte
4 from ceuder, ana i the valley of the Arkunsas River in
Southesytern Coloradn, Bich farmlands on the banks of both
rivers were swept chedp of crops and lefl blanketed with a
beavy covér ol grease-like silt that seon will become nearly
ag hard as concrete. Some lisel and Nieei farmtrs were
among those virtually wiped out, allbough i is nol known
for sure at This m—nu:.. runv' many

TRADE SHOW — The Japan Trade Center in San Fran-
cisto brought 3 merchanidise show to Denver not long age.
In view of the varcty of products Japan is selling in the
ited States, the show was disappaintingly small. SUll. i
made an interceting contrast 1o another Japan Trade Con-
ter show here about len years ago

Back thon, the bulk of the exhibit was made up of soft
goods—textiles, handicrafts, paper products, and such items
*  as glass ahd porcelain, This time the emphasis was on dura-
c ble poods, and precision ileme—motoroycles, piancs, came-
i ras, electronic: poods, watches, with a sprinkling of the old
line pmuua.l In this regard the show reflected the change
in the Japancse indusirial picture

GRADUATION — Tur =mall community, whose various
factions rarely see fit 10 cooperate withieach other on any-
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