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GASTRONOMICAL YEARNINGS
Philadelphia
Cortain gastronamical advantages enjoyed on the West
Coast {and'alse Chicago, Sslt Lake, Denver, eic) are denied
to'tis on the East Cosst antl L, for one, yearn for them. Per-
haps it's an unmistakible sign of premature “old age” to be
preoccupied with thoughts of food or maybe it's beentde we

! compare’the present doy cornucopia with those Tean yesrs of

oar youth when we didn't (couldn®t) eat as heartily agd as'well
as we now do. And when we were served some special dish
we apprecialed I, raveripsly so

At any rate, there are some gourmel flems we miss'out
hiere. As's starier, ihires “Hamako,” thbee . . well, let's call
a spade 3 spade—those slimy, shapeless, cartilaginous ses
creatures known as sea cucumbers (lving sea creatures. not
vegetable matter as the misnomer may indicate) which were
eaten raw, “cured” only in 3 suuce of horse radish, shoyu and
“misn." Just imagine, if you can, the cutright daring, not lo
apedk of the desperate hunger, of that first brave soul who
wis delermined engugh to believe that his stomach could

? put up with thatslimy gl of mitter, siothfullysamd indo

leatly erawling dlong e ocean floor or among the shoals
when the tide is aut

And greater still, imagine his persussive eloguence in
. getting others to try it! There ought to be a well-deserved
statue erected to thafsameless sonl, firsl, for his sheer guts
and, secondly, for his unibounded salesmanship. My hats off
o him . _or her. However, qtite-frankly, 1 cannol imagine a
woman belng the first to devour ane of those creatures; sho
wouldn't dare pick one up. 2

Then, mare cenventionally, another l||I.!K|;, we miss Is
“shogatsy ebi"— New Year's shrimps as 1 call them for

s lack of a'better label — the ones which kept their heads and

if ‘you're lucky, some with nests of succulent shrimp eggs
tucked away in the appendage or 1ail Hiven't been introdoe-
ed to ane of those for ‘well over two score yesrs 1 last suw
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FRIENDS AT ODD5—The Jane issus of The Mainichi

_News manthly Internationa] Edition has just rea
__U.\M and perusing its pages, one would saljlwr ur:'m‘::
mitied- Siates and Japan are cn Ihr— verfe of nw:ﬂng digls.
tic relations.

On page on is a headline llul reads "Cnhr,um moun!
pver US Vietnam palicy.” The subdiesd says: “Althaugh mI:
fato government ostensibly aupports the 1S, policy on Viet-
jom, the Japanese—both intellectuals and the general pub-
Jie—are becoming increasingly critical about the continued
S, bombing of North Vietnugn. Even the Government's
Jpecial envoy Bhunichi Motsumoto, sho returned from an
paansive factfinding mission, openly doubls America’s e
balation policy. Japan does not want to become invelved in
e Vietnam war should it spread, and volces are aloud fo:
jarly peace efforts.”
On page thoee i o story, critical in vein, of the American
palicy of employing Japanese crewmen on Naval vessels
hsling military supplies to Vielnam “Far- repching reper-
husiens are expecled in and out of Japan,” the sl0ry warns
0 page-4 is a story headline: “US has Rondn with Japa-
hese Press ™’ It has o do with giatements by two high State
bepsriment officials, Gearge Ball and lmughs MacArthur I
ho repertedly told 3 Sepate Foreign Relations Committes
pat Japanese newspapers are eritical of the American Viet-
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Onpage §is areport oo the slump do Japan's botel busi-
sz, caused in large part beoause “far fewer Americans than
rdiarily expected are visiting Japan "

And on page 12, the last page, s a story that Japen &
eripnsly thinking of scrapping its © textiles export
ent with the United States “because of the extreme
v of the US, restrictions on imports

WHY THE ACRIMONY?—You'd think from resding
this, that Japan didn't need the United States to survive,
1hat Japan was not to the United States in Asia what Bri-
b in Europe.

The fact is that we are in deep trouble ko Vietnam and
need the support of all frecdom-doving peoples, including
Japanese; I we suffer the kind of setback there that
teas us, the Japanese will feel the repercussions quickly.
1 s alsa a fact thal if American resentment agzinst the
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pasflp—Jupan's already sluggish econonty would be
ki intels dizastrons tailepin

Responsfhle leadors on both sides of :1—.| Pacific know
. and il ks ol ioo carly for the people to share their

CHANGING TIMES—A couple of Sundays age a picaic
beld here for what bs left of Denver's Jspanese commu-
-1t wam an occasion on which people who don't see exch
from one vear to 1he next get together 1o exchamge
and greetings. If anything, the affair showed that the
i and Yonscl crops are thriving, that the Issei work as
gorously as ever on their projecty, and that a good many
don't feel any great compalsion to attend

There was a time when community picnics-were the
light of the summer soclal season, but the bhonds that
this community—ar any olher Japanese American com-
ty—together grow more tenuous with the passing years
project, please nofe
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