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- INSIDE THE LOS ANGELES RIOT AREA

: For three nighls this past week, there was o lenoous
T quiel around netghborbood. We live in the northwest

5 poctor of the 40 square mile arep declared o “unsafe”
" 7% Boosuso of the cha rioting, thus sibject to an § pmein-
| rg dawn curfew by proclamation of the Governar

n Some persons in the sres may have been unessy by the

: enforced hush, broken up by an occasional wail of sire

a whining in the =il o air, the rumbie of Army frucks
& W transporting Guardsmen from thelr bivousc to their posts
7% wnd a mockingbird sercuadisg the full Aujgust moon Bat 1

wi felt quite relieved at hume, knowing the “unsale” sone was

[ snder comstant survelllance

-—_As siutistics of he aftermath come to light, pow that

¥ hecurfew has been lifted, dearly 400 buildings were burned

B G br destroyed by fire in aboat as many blocks within
LeCturfew area Most of them were commercial. Only-two

= Jomes were burned down—and these were adjocent 1o com-

% mercial structures, There §s no count s y the number
=i buildings which sustained minor demages, such as broken
vindows—but these must be o the ex of 1,000

: Coming out of the barricaded curfew sone in Uw morn-

* @ ngs driving info LI Tokio, there were National Guoards-
nen in combat fatigoes and camoullaged belmet, shoalder-
ng their rifles with bayonet ol major interseclions. Some
lireetod traffic. Three sat in a jeep parked nearby These
repg biad mounied maching guns. 1 there were some barned

- 1ut bedldings on the corner, the scone resembiled 3 war xone
—which was hord 10 believe. Andl the soldiers were there |
ﬁ vhen we re-caigred the corfew area befare sundown
- The cars we saw being uopped or searched by the sol-
fiers or pol % all kad Negro occupants, And this
o Hlctice soemed to prevall within thé curfew area, Not all
s 1f the cars with Negro oocupants were being stopped how.
W ver—since we only got sround during the daylight hours
R luring the carfew period, All vehicles entering the curfew
o onealter howrs weoe autdiatically. checked. I was about
825 wears ago that the m
2l of the car hnppuebod 1o
kel pectfically.
e« Before the curfew was
wding were disy;
ught atr was hot hnd sticky. Loeal television
wilocaust and havoe from the air by helic
iy idience a bird's eye view.
__And since the sight a dighway patrolman made his
otitine srreet of a youth for drunken driving near, Watts,

I he conversation siations were filled ‘with opinlons of why

& he riot started, what ought 1o ha done. vic .

B " Tm convinced that the Negr raciil sterectype is more
i mrmvunced than ever—ihough clearer heads offered logi-
al rebutinl to little avall

{’—--- tn-back of my mind, there was a fear that the old Japs- | 2

il circumsiances
perched penchant

& e racial stereatype could be evoi
sllgwed it. to the ruin of thet precariously
op -hal The Nisel are “in" today,
ﬂ The City of Angels where tace relations war regsrded
wn. e up-swing ls 00 better than those communities in the
‘South and the North where anti-minority blood has been
{ ahed. ynin were only fooling themsclves, One
i roung Negro boy foom Watls told us he was glad the riot
sodk place for it expased the problem in all of ils nastiness. |
IH Discriminations in the past have been subtle or silently harno |
Jegro, he explained, but pow the whole world knows
es has @ big problem
F first morning -after the curfew was impoded, we
ihe Brosdear-Vernon area iwhere we tsed tp live
% umtil the Harbor Frecway pusbod us outi, which was a shock-
® ng scene of smotililering ruing, Roofs of bulldings had crash-
=4 brto the ground becansy of the fire, show windows were
Handise loated, Told signs reading “Negro
in front spared some shope

|y ‘mfire in the ar there
¥  The dovastation war cven more unbelisvable a mile
3 eastwand at the Central-Vermon area. That part of town was
“really blitzed: Tt was enough and we didn’t think {o ventare
#down E. 108rd St in Waits to st the des
4 We aren’t cynical euough to belie
3 tons will not rise. As one non-Kegro by
utatpd, “The people are here | know them and they know
g
% What will make Aug. 11 inight the riot started) mem-
wratde for & group of JACLers is that we were meeting at
LA County Cotmmistion on Human Helajiats, discussing
s 1o the limes of catjon between the
‘Negroes and Japanese American in the community. We en-
e 3 program which would also involve other Oriestal
as well 23 the Mexican Americats. While the riot has
led Nisei Week for afl Tilents and purposes, it can only
the need 1o heve & constant dialogue Ygta'eon the Negro
8 Japanese in oor communily. !
While we condemn scaseless rioling and the. flaunting
. Wi rnist not fall knte the trap of stigmatiring o whole
o of peaple. many. of wham beliéve in making America a
1 p 1o live in for all. .
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