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*We'll see Yo all in Tt
1t was our way of saying to the Philadelphlans that we
want to go back. 1t was our way of telling them they bosted
a syperh convention over te Labor Day weekend at the spa-
«cioas Marriott Motor Hotel. And i was our way of sugigesting
that the same efforts 11 years henee could #tage o nationsi
ACL convention
Furthermore, our Philadelphio friends dido't mind this
possibility since 1976 I a natural, it being the bicenfennial
year for Aherican Indrpendence. And where better 1o cele-
brate and imbibe the r’ch meaning of American herilage

Frankly speaking, it was our first real chance 1o visit
the historical sifes that abound the cily where the Schuylidll
River moets the greater Delaware River. Yot we left many
sites unvisited for mext time. A working newspaperman just
doesa’t have that time during o convention schedule to see
all the sights—especially one as fich as Philadeiphia’s,

(If we hadn’t rented a car after the Detroit National
JACL convention last year to get o the sirport Tor the return
trip, we would have nitsed sightsecing and shopping in Wind-
sor, Cansds. And we Tad to ship the convention pl-m::' at
Seattle 1o see the World's Fair there)

= The Liberty Bell housed at Independence Hall is. per-
Faps the most venerabed mnw of American patriotism
=Xoday. s i= mot only not b but workd-wid

Xe had to finger that track in !hr bell. There wore no signs
ihat

= Tradition says that this bell was cracked in 1838 when
W tatied the death of Chief Justice John Marshall, the great
Shlerpreter of the Constitution
Other historic shrines are within walking distance from
Independence Square. Quuint Eifurth Alley nearby twhich
we missed) dates bock 10 1750, proserved as the oldest resi-
dential street in America. & o
+ 1 tan say that historic shrines of equal antiquity (early
_10th eentury) are foundin fhe San Diego area, though not
in close proximity. or in as many numbers.

¥ -

Because the PC Board has allowed fts editor the privi-
lege of visiting chapters, we joined the pair a!rra:l\- an tour
in the Midwest and ¥ast spesking for the Japinese History
Project and the Netional JACL youth program. As s three-
some, we) visited Seabrook JACL—about sn hour'e drive
south from Philadelphiz. P

Thanks to Vernon dehisaka and Bl Tagtwa, key pé
sonnel at Seabrook Farms, we visited that famous site which
was busy packaging lima beans, French fried potstoes and
mixed vegetables ot the time Time provented us from ealing
all ‘that was preparedt for dinner—by far the most sumplu-
ous during our 10 days away from this desk.

to drive into New York City by the Holland
Tunned 50 we could see the Oty up The Avenue of the Ameri-
cas. as the pilot behird the wheel | couldn't rubberneck much
ol 4 pm as the evening rush hour got started. The other
passengers were still cat-napping from the vigorous schedule
of their spesking tour,

father Than seding the World's ¥air, 1 drove up o Os-
sitikng 16 visit with same old friends why knew me a young-
ster at Maryimell School bere in the eadly 1850s. As the good
nun sxid as 1 departed: *You came to see the fairest of the
fair." That afternoon, it was a heartwarming meeting with
Fr:Huogh Lavery and his brother, Fr. Pat, at Fairfield, Conn.
Fr. Lavery is remembered for his stand against Gen. DeWitt
ol Evacustion infamy

Presence of Chiz and Mas Salow in the Llll‘ the samy
{ime beoupght out one of The largest attendances for o New
York JACL dinner meeting. And the thought sirnck thai as
a foursome, 'we would be servicing the chapters that sur-
passes what reams of carrespondence might fail to comvey.

My Eastern trek Gilmindted in glory with a persomally-
jguided tour of the US._ Capitol and Junch in the House Res-
taurunt with Rep, Sparky Matsunaga. That morming, eur
Eroup enjoyed a special tour of the White House tirough
couriesy of Rep. George P. Miller, the California conjiress.
man who graces-the wall you see upoe entering the affice
with the JACL Certificate of Appreciation Miller was: re-
membered for organizing the 20th auniversary observance
of Nisel seryicemen in Congress.

Mike Masacka also wajlked our legs off in paying our
respeets 1o Sen Fong, Sen Incuye, Rep. Patsy Mink and
Rep, Cecil King cur first afternoon in Washinglon. Mike's
office secretury Mary Toda escorted us through Arlington

visit some gravesites of the Nisel hunul Ihm
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SPACIFIC EIFHEEN Triday, Seplembar 17, 1955
__—— HUMAN DIGNITY: OUR CHALLENGE

Around the U.S.A. in Eight Weeks

By Tadd Ende

Cambiridge, Mass.
Home @t laatll Bedraggied but mueh richer sre
fuila and [ as 3 result of our two month, 11.0004gile sdver-
Py overstuffed YW nearly srotnd {he porimeter of
United States,
Qur impressions? America s & vast country and vastly
afferestt from our preconceptions. 7
“Wot surprisingly, our preconceptions were most shatter.
during our return trip throogh the southern part of the
T For example, 1 hod wbways pictored 1he Grand Can-
3 8 chasm cut through 3 flat desert plateau. Surprised
i | when we climbed steadily from Zion Nationsl Park,
gwvorh @ Jush green forest, above the £,000 fool mark to
i Nirth Rim of the camyon. Near the rim deer and turkeys
o frolicking in a forcsted mountaln prescrve—a Tar oy
irom the tumbleweed rolling on o desert"waste which T hod

%dm@ east from the Grand Canvon we oncouniered
gy Hitle surprises. Racing nearly nonstop across Te
e eeted the gmexpected greeness of the land and 1he mise
g berds of cattle. In foct, the most enttle we saw were not
& Texas t all, but in Alabama, On the other hand, the mi
siton we saw was in nelther Alsbama nor Alississippi but
i Arkansas

Angiher mild shock was the Mississippl River which we
|gees at Vickshurg, Mississipni Anticipating sbroad, mud-

# #ream whose far bank would scareely be visihle 1 was
et led When, in crossing, it appeared 1o be
garpely wider thafi the Charles (2 river here in Boston) and
ath bluer,  *

The South held sl furthes surprises for us. The smog.
pest place™ Not Los Angeles nor New York but Birming.
i Alabama, ‘With its steel mill smoke trapped by the sur.
pesiiny mourntsins. With regard o sccanis—only a disc
ckey in Anniston. Alshama had 2 distincitve Southern
gret zmong a1l the anmauncers we heard oo the radio The
Seczh, 100, had the friendliest gas siation attendanis we met
R bad feared that our Maryland plates and Oberlin sticker,
fplayed prominently on the rear window, might arouse
feility but no otie seerned 10 netice.

180 many of our ved wiews of our land and
i prople were stattered. W were shown once again that
amplistic stereotypes #re mever correet and truths taken
i granted zre often tolally false

: . . . .

(Besides surprises we experienced many thrills—hiks
#e lime 3 bear raided our ice boxin Glacier Park, Mont
mpervious 10 shouts, prunts, and flashlight beams,
wrly morning visitor calmiy sal down in the hizh gr
mment, drank a quart of milk, o our baton, franks, and
s pas of roquefort dressing, and spilfed the remainng con-
usfi 6in the ground Jeaving ue throe unbroken eggs for our
aming  boealdast. -Like walking oo & glasier, 1100 feel
&ick, in Jaspers Metional Park, Alberia pnd peering injo onz
W eharacteristienlly Blue walls Or—eating snow f July
o resting on a mountaimnsife al the end of the apward
tiath of 2 Jong hike. |

Faula will never forget Imnp':l!:ndrd‘pl: 2 narrow
kige with one feot slippisiz. wnable ta go forward or ba
wni, during o hike up Hidden Canyon in Zion National Park.

5 and thrills, memomble 25 they were, made
5 el part of the adventure. Seing friends, relatives, and

whom we met at & campsite ar on a hike, added

to our enjovment. Camping is an e2sy way o moeet
peopls and we enjoved sharing our time, food, and conver-
B with all the differcent and interesting peojile we met
maer trip,
Two maonths is much too short 3 time 1o explore this
musiry. We barely had o chance to whet our appetites on
B variely and richness of our land and its people. But we
Bink we understand and appreciate our country a little it
elter becanse of our experience and are eagerly awakting
issther apportunity to take a longer, closer look
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