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U.S. trade
‘protectionist’

mood on rise

WASHINGTON — More
Americans seem to favor
greater restriction of for-
eign imports rather than
continuation of the tradition-
al policy of free trade, a re-|
cent Harris Poll of 1,500
adults nationwide indicated
recently.

“There is a rather deep-
seated feeling that this coun-
try has been taken advan-
tage of in foreign trade, par-
ticularly by Japan and West
Germany,” pollster Lou
Harris said. The current|
Harris Poll percentage is
61—33 against imports as
compared with 51—30 in
1973.

Those surveyed—68 to
27—feel many Americans
will be thrown out of jobs “if
we don’t restrict products
coming in from Japan, West
Germany and other coun-
tries”. Harris commented
this feeling is not new when
high unemployment exists.

Despite the resentment
over trade imbalance, Amer-
icans—74 to 23—also admit-
ted “many products from
abroad are very good, such
as autos, television sets, pho-
tographs, radios, sewing ma-
chines and shoes”.

But a 67—27 majority
agreed “with American
know-how, we can compete
with new products abroad

and encourage freer
trade”. #

Voter registration
efforts in S.F. hit

SAN FRANCISCO — Chi-
nese for Affirmative Action
and the League of Women Vo-
ters filed an administrative
complaint Aug. 3 with Secre-
tary of State March Fong Eu
to compel City Registrar
Thomas Kearney to comply
with state election laws re-
garding voter registration.

Eu is being asked to enforce
a 1976 law aimed at increas-
ing voter participation among
low income and language mi-
nority Californians. CAA di-
rector Henry Der and LWV
president of the San Francis-
co office, Esther Marks, a Ja-
panese American, said the
registrar’s outreach effort
was deficient .

Toyo Miyatake Studio
QUEENLY DUO—The 1977 Nisei Week queen, Loris Kurashige,
hugs her successor, Lisa Yamamoto of San Fernando Valley.

Nisei Week launched

LOS ANGELES—The 1978
Nisei Week Festival opened
last weekend with a jam-
packed coronation ball at the
Beverly Hilton Saturday
(Aug. 19) and a crowd pleas-
ing festival parade in Little
Tokyo the following day.
San Fernando Valley Japa-
nese American Community
Council's representative, Li-
sa Tomiko Yamamoto, was
chosen Nisei Week queen
from a field of 10 aspirants.
The 19-year-old daughter of
Stephen and Setsuko Yama-

moto majors inmathematics
and plays on the varsity ten-
nis team at Cal State-L. A
She is a 1976 graduate of Im-
maculate Heart High School,
is 5 ft.-2 and weighs 103 Ibs.
Selected rumner-up was
Victoria Okada, 19, represent-
ing Citrus Valley Optimists.
Her parents are Matsujiro
and Yoshiko Okada of Pomo-

na. Miss Tomodachi is Lynn -

Tomomi Nakamura, 23, rep-
resenting Metropolitan L.A.
JACL. She hails from Hawaii
where she was graduated
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Naturalization
‘housecall’ to
disabled Issei

LOS ANGELES — Masami
Adachi, 75, a resident of
Westminster, Calif., had suc-
cessfully passed all the re-
quirements for becoming a
naturalized citizen.

However, five months ago
he became stricken and to-
tally disabled as a result of
diabetes and was unable to
physically appear for a na-
turalization ceremony and
take the Oath of Allegiance.

U.S. District Judge Robert
M. Takasugi made a “house-
call" and performed the
naturalization ceremony at
Adachi’s residence which
was witnessed by his wife,
Tokiwa Mary, and his son
Ralph Adachi. Adachi has
another son Benjamin and a
daughter Janet.

Adachi, the owner and
founder of Adachi Garden
Center, was born in Tottori-
Ken, Japan.

from Leilehua High and is
now self-employed as a jew-
elry designer.

Hollywood JACL sponsored
the coronation pageantry,
which attracted nearly 900
to the dinner-dance in the In-
ternational Room, while the
young-at-heart disco-danced
the night away in the adjoin-
ing Versailles Room.

Led by grand marshal To-
yo Miyatake, Little Tokyo's
famous Issei photographer,
the parade colorfully wound
its way through chochin-fes-
tooned streets. Among the
famous riding convertibles
were:

Show biz personalities George Ta
kei, Helen Funai, Hiroshi Itsuki; pol
iticians L.A. mayor Tom Bradley anc
Assemblyman Paul Bannai; and tennis
star Ann Kiyomura.

And what's a parade with-
out floats of pretty girls? The
newly-picked Nisei Week
court, Miss Teen Sansei court
and Hawaii's Cherry Blossomr
Festival court as well as Miss
Nagoya were there.

Kawakita wants stigma removed

LOS ANGELES — Tomoya
Kawakita, 56, has applied
through the U.S. Embassy in
Tokyo for permission to vis-
it the United States as a Ja-
panese citizen, according to
Los Angeles Times corres-
pondent Sam Jameson in To-
kyo.

Kawakita is remembered
as the Nisei who was con-
victed as a traitor in 1948 of
eight counts of brutality
against American prisoners
of war in Japan and sen-
tenced to death by a Los An-
geles federal court.

President Eisenhower
commuted his death sen-
tence to life imprisonment.
President Kennedy in 1963
ordered him freed by execu-
tive clemency, provided he
returned to Japan and to
never return to the U.S.

The request is still under
consideration, an embassy
officer said not long ago.

Asian Americans will be by-passed

LOS ANGELES — Unless
there is a strong advocacy
group in Washington and on
a national basis, the Asian
American community will
continue to be ignored, so
said Soichi Fukui upon his
return from a recent meet-
ing in Washington with Ran-
dolph Blackwell, director of
the Office of Minority Busi-
ness Enterprise (OMBE).
Fukui, longtime Down-
town L. A. JACLer, is chair-
man of the board of direc-
tors for the Asian American

= National Business Alliance,
a local business develop-

mnent organization assisting
small businesses owned and
operated by Asian Ameri-
cans as well asother socially
and or economically disad-
vantaged peoples.

OMBE's latest directive
calls for establishing three
“One Stop Business Devel-
opment Centers” in the Los
Angeles area in the eastside

for the Hispanic population,
in the southside for the pre-
dominant black population,
and in the northside, which
has no large racial group-
ings.

Fukui fears this move
means possible defunding
of AANBA, which as a “‘track
record” of serving over 300
businesses with financial aid
totaling some $23 million
since its founding in Novem-
ber, 1972.

Under AANBA's procure-
ment program.contracts ex-
ceeding $10 million have
been awarded to minority
firms, it was pointed out.

“Without Japanese Ameri-
cans and other Asian Ameri-
cans becoming involved po-
litically, many program dol-
lars on the federal and state
levels will continue to by-
pass our community,” Fukui
declared.

Joining Fukui June 12-15
in Washington were:

David Lee, owner of Man Jen Low:
Col. Young O. Kim, president of the
442nd Assn.; Toot Uchida. and Jo-
anna Bruno, all AANBA directors.

PC Subscription
rates going up

Non-member PC sub-
scription rates will go up

fective Sept. 1,1978,toac-
commodate two succes-
sive 2nd Class increases
of May 29 and July 6 or 70
percent (about 2¢ a week).

The JACL Member rate
will be raised from $S to
$7 effective Oct. 1 when
the new fiscal year begins.
National membership in-
cludes one-year subscrip-
tion on one-per-household
basis except for JAYS or
student members who
may subscribe at the
member rate.

from $9 to $10 a year ef- I’

In Kawakita's view, some
form of actionis overdue. Al-
though he has asked for per-
mission only to visit the
United States, he said that
his “ultimate hope is that the
stigma be lifted.”

He said the stigma of 16
years, 6 monthsand 6 daysin
prison still haunts him, even
in Shizuoka prefecture,
where he lives with a wom-
an he married a year after
his release from prison. The
stigma persists, too, he said,
for his three American sis-
ters, who live in Culver City,
Monterey Park and Los An-
geles.

“My younger sister never
told her children about me
until they grew up,” he said.
“She never even discussed
me with her husband.”

(One of the children has
visited the Pacific Citizen to
read about the trial for re-
search.—Ed.)

Kawakita has a prominent
friend to plead his cause.
Former Prime Minister Ta-

keo Miki, who has known Ka-'

wakita for almost S0 years,
helped to persuade Presi-
dents Eisenhower and Ken-
nedy toact on Kawakita's be-
half

The friendship goes back
to when Kawakita was 8
years old and was returning
to California with his family
after his first trip to Japan.
Aboard ship, the Kawakitas
met Miki, then a young law
student making his first trip
to the United States. On his
second such trip, Miki visit-
ed the Kawakita home in Cal-
ifornia.

In 1939, Kawakita was
sent to Japan for college and,
the following year, he en-
rolled in a preparatory
school in Tokyo. He lived
with Miki.

After a year in prepara-
tory school, Kawakita en-
tered a school of Meiji Uni-
versity, the equivalent of a
junior college, and was at-
tending classes there when
the war erupted in 1941. Mi-

ki paid Kawakita's expenses.

After graduation in Au-
gust, 1943, Kawakita went to
work for the Japan Metallur-
gical Industry Co. as an in-
terpreter. Prisoners of war
—British as well as Ameri-
can—were assigned to the
company as workers.

When the war ended, Ka-
wakita lost his joband, in Au-
gust 1946, he returned to the
United States, traveling ona
passport issued by the U.S.
consulate in Yokohama.

In October, 1946, a former
POW who had seen Kawaki-

ta in Japan recognized him
in a Sears & Roebuckstore at
Olympic and Soto, Los An-
geles. Not long afterward,
Kawakita was arrested.

He was charged with “giv-
ing aid and comfort to the
enemies of the United
States” and with “beating,
abusing and attempting to
destroy the morale and phy-
sical and mental well-being
of members of the armed
forces of the United States.”

In the course-of his trial,
35 former POWSs testified

Continued on Next Page

It looks Chinese,

but it's Jurchen

SAN JOSE, Calif. —A book
by Gisaburo N. Kiyose, 47,
lecturer of Japanese at San
Jose State University, de-
ciphers 700 characters in
Jurchen—an ancient lan-
guage of the nomadic tribes
that ruled northern China
from the early 12th to the
middle of the 13th century.

Up to now, scholars of
early Chinese history had no
access to Jurchen, oldest re-
corded Tunguz language,
but have had to work
through Manchu, a dead lan-
guage, which offered no evi-
dence earlier than the 17th
century.

His book, the first in Eng-
lish, is the result of more
than five years of study.
Holder of a doctorate in lin-
guistics from Indiana Uni-
versity, Kiyose is the sonofa
Tokyo doctor. Earlier stud-
ies in German in 1896 and an-
other study by a Hungarian
scholar in 1954 covering
about 50 Jurchen characters
precede Kiyose’s work.

Jurchen characters have
been found in documents
and inscriptions on monu-
ments and cliffs in north-
eastern China, northern Ko-
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