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Cérter signs S1647,
commission bill

WASHINGTON—Just shortly before noon.July 31, President
Jimmy Carter signed the “Wartime Relocation and Internment
of Civilians Act” into law in the Cabinet Room of the White
House, according tn JACL Washington Representative Ronald
Ikejiri.
- Representing the JACL at the signing ceremony were JACL
National President Clifford I. Uyeda, Redress Chairperson John-
son Y. Tateishi, Midwest Regional Director William J. Yoshino,
John Saito, PSW Regional Director, and the JACL Washington

Representative.

- Uyeda, Tateishi, Yoshino and Saito flew out from San Francis-
co on the “Wednesday night red-eye special”, interrupting their
Convention activities, to be present.

The ional members present were Senators Daniel K.
Inouye (D-Hawaii), Spark M. Matsunaga (D-Hawaii), Ted Ste-
vens (R-Alaska), as well as House members Norman Y. Mineta
(D-Ca), a principal House sponsor of the Commission Bill,
George E. Danielson (D-Ca), chairman of the Judiciary Sub-
committee on Administrative Law and Governmental Relations;
Robert McClory (R-IlI), ranking Republican member of the Sub-
committee, and Don Young (D-Ca). Unable to attend the cere-
mony was Robert T. Matsui (D-Ca), who was working on import-
ant legislation in Committee,

(In remarks to the JACL National Convention on Friday, Aug.
i, Sen. Inouye said ne plans to recommend former President
Gerald Ford to head the seven-member commission. It should
headed by a well-known person with stature, he said. The bill
stipulates the commissioners be named within o0 days or by the
end of September, three by the President, two from the House
and two from the Senate.)

AlmpmmtwemhhkeMMmaoka,JACLsreudeashng
ton Representative who served the Japanese American com-
munity for over 30 years, his wife Etsu, and Barbara Ikejiri, wife
of the present JACL Washington Representative. It was Mike's
first public appearance since his slight heart attack June 12
Aleut community representatives were also present at the cere-
mony. ‘ :
President Carter’s signing of the Commission Bill writes the
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Toyo Miyalake Studio

Hedy Ann Posey, 19, Miss Gardena Valley JACL, now the

center of attention upon being announced as the 1980Nisei Week

queen, has Jeanne Nakagama, the 1979 queen, also from Gar-

dena Valley, pinning the sash while toastmaster Mario Machado
seeks first reactions upon being chosen.

Gardena Valley JACL repeats
with another Miss Nisei Week

First runner-up was Miss Citrus Valley Optimist Club, .lanmferM
Lee; Miss Tomodachi, a choice made the eight candidates, was Caren
Dale Oshiro, Miss West LA. JACL.

mcardaquleyJAa.aspmdaugmernfCalvertandAklka
Posey (both are Carson JACLers), succeeded Jeanne Nakagama, also
from the same chapter, which has now produced five queens (the most

a single area) since 1955 when club sponsorships replaced open
balloting by the public to have Miss Nisei Week selected.
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SIGNIFICANT SIGNING—As representatives of the Japanese
American and Aleut communities looked on, President Jimmy
Carter on July 31 signed into law a bill that establishes a Com-
mission on the Wartime Evacuation and Intermment of Civilians.
Members of Congress at the signing ceremony at the White
House included (from left) Sen. Ted Stevens of Alaska, Sen.
Daniel Inouye of Hawaii, Rep. Norman Mineta of Calif., Sen.

' Gfiicial Photograph, The White House
Spark Matsunaga of Hawaii and Rep. George Danieison of Calif.
Other identifiable faces are JACL president Dr. Clifford Uyeda
{behind Stevens), John Tateishi (between Stevens and Inouye),
Ron I|kejiri (behind Inouye), and Mike Masaoka (over Matsu-
naga’s shoulder). (In a similar picture taken by the Associated *
Press, Etsu Masaoka was clearly visible standing behind Mineta
and Matsunaga.)

Tsujimura to lead JACL in this biennium

By HARRY HONDA

SAN FRANCISCO—As a JACL Convention city, San Francisco
in 1980 will be remembered for President Carter’s signing the
commission bill along with the hotel strike that discombulated
things. Previous JACL conventions here were also memorable:
in 1952, passage of the Walter-McCarran Act enabling Issei to
become citizens came in the wake of delegates wiring their
representatives from the National Council to overturn President
Truman'’s veto of the bill; in 1956, Central California's fear of
temporary farm workers from Japan was also stirring the fear
of JACL entanglement into international relations.

_ The redress story connected with the Convention are featured
in an adjoining story emanating from the Washington JACL
Office, so this leaves us to chronicle the highlights of the activi-
ties here at Plaza Airport Inn, just south of the busy San Francis-
€O airport.

Over 400 delegates (plus a number of JAYs who had just
concluded their own national workshop-conference in Sacra-
mento) were registered during the Convention held July 28-Aug.
1, originally scheduled at the Jack Tar Hotel. Close to 700 sat
down at the Sayonara banquet Friday for the biggest event of the
week to not only hear Sen. Daniel Inouye, the main convention
speaker who delivered his speech at 7 p.m. right after the Pledge
of Allegiance. Washington JACL Representative Ron Ikejiri
introduced the senator, who had to catch an 8 p.m. flight to Los
Angeles where he was scheduled to make another speech.

Reps. Norman Mineta and Robert Matsui arrived at 8:30 p.m.
at the same airport. And both delivered remarks that made the
event a triple-header. Mineta said, “The good news is that it
(S1647-HR 5199) passed; the bad is that 109 congressmen voted
against the bill.” Mineta felt the commission needs to hear from
all the Nisei of what the public climate was like during the war
years. He also brought greetings from his brother-in-law Mike
Masaoka, missing his first national JACL convention in 40 years
because of a slight heart attack a month earlier.

Matsui installed the newly elected national officers (* in-
cumbent):

. Dr. James K. Tsujimura (Portland JACL), 49, president; Lily
A. Okura® (Washington, D.C. JACL), v.p. general operations;
Floyd Shimomura* (Sacramento JACL), v.p. public affairs; Mits
Kawamoto (Omaha JACL), v.p. planning & development (previ-
ously titled research & services); Vermon T. Yoshioka (San Diego
JACL), v.p. membership & services; Y. George Kodama* (Mari-
na South JACL), sec-treas.; and Ron Tajii (Sonnma County
JACL), youth council chair.

In the acceptance speech, the Portland ophthalmologist who
was the JACLer of Biennium 197.3-74 stressed the need to estab-
lish trust and confidence in Nikkei leadership as well as initiate
action to attract new members.

When Steve Teraoka, San Francisco JACL president who em-
ceed the banquet program, called for those present at the 1950
convention 3 years ago to rise and be recognized, about a half
dozen old-timers stood up including Fred Hirasuna of Fresno
and Toshio Hoshide of Washington, D.C.

Other participants at the banquet included Japanese Consul General
Hiroshi Kitamura, Dr. Clifford Uyeda, welcome remarks; Bishop Ken-
ryu Tsuji, Buddhist Churches of America, invocation; the Rev. David
Nakagawa, Christ United Presbyterian Church, benediction. Bill Kyono
chaired the banquet ommmttae

AT THE MIKE M. Masaoka Dlsl:mgmshed Public Service Award
dinner Thursday (July 51) mght, oneime U.S. Ambassador Robert S.
Ingersoll was named recipient of the award along with a $1,000 hono-
rarium provided from the George Inagaki Memonal Fund, Venice-
Culver JACL. A. W. Clausen, president of the Bank of America, accepted
on behalf of the honoree, today the U.S. chairman of the Japan-U.S.
Economic Relations (Jmup He said he would be meeting Ingersoll within
the month at the group’s next meeting in Honolulu

Clausen, while recognizing the main sources of friction between the
U.S. and Japan, said America was at a critical juncture and because of the
common stake in energy and political stability around the Pacific rim, the
two nations must brighten the future together.

Tad Masaoka, director, environmental staff, HUD, San Francisco of-
fice, recited the of the award, the first being made to Dr.
Edwin O. Reischauer in 1970. Judge Bill Marutani of the Philadelphia
court of common pleas added his personal reflections of the personage
for whom the award was named. Judge called Mike the “George Wash-
ington of the Nisei".

Lily Okura, v.p., gave the welcome speech. Yone Satoda chaired the
dinner committee. Close to mdmnerswereserved.

Lou Tomita, who chairs the 1982 Convention Board, announced Gar-
dena Valley JACL would host the next national JACL convention July
19-24 (Mon.-Sat.) at the Hyatt International Hotel, adjacent to LAX.

On the council floor, Hawaii president Earl Nishimura submitted a
conditional bid to host the 1984 national convention in Hawaii. While the
majority approved,-East coast chapters disapproved because of travel
COsLS,

Hawaii, together with Japan, Golden Gate (all NC-WNDC), Marina
South and New Age (both PSWDC) were granted their charter as new
chapters this past biennium during the opening session Monday (July
28). Metropolitan L.A. (PSWDC) was dropped from the roll, bringing the

Continued on Page 3

Qutgoing JACL national preswient Dr Clifford Uyeda (Ieft} and his
successor, Dr. Jim Tsujimura, a Portland opthalmologist, gladly
shake hands one more time for all of photographers below them.
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