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A Remarkable Man
Washington

It is with great relief that we find Mike Masaoka in
good spirits and making a strong recovery from his
recent heart operation. (Mike was hospitalized for
double by-pass heart surgery Jan. 4.)

With the JACL Redress program at a critical juncture,
Mike's years of Washington experience, along with his
advice and counsel are most important to the success of
JACL's efforts.

For many JACLers who have not had the opportunity

to work with Mike on a first-hand basis, I can state that
my experiences and observations over the past tour
years would summarize Mike as simply a remarkable
man.
What Mike has been able to accomplish for the better-
ment of the Japanese American community, despite li-
mited resources, and often times hostile circumstances
by Members of Congress, is extraordinary.

Both “‘on the Hill", and off, JACL is known and highly
regarded because of Mike'’s long-term association (over
40 years) and representation of the organization in its:
educational, human and civil rights activities and
programs.

Examples of Mike's lasting impression and persua-
sive ability is best evidenced by these events which oc-
curred in the past few months. Continued on Page 2

CCDC hears March Fong Eu

FRESNO—Nearly 280 attended the 1981 Central California
JACL District Council convention Nov. 14-16 at Hacienda Inn to
hear Calif. Secretary of State March Fong Eu.

Convention concluded with the mass installation of chapter
officers and presentation of past president pins from Tony Ishii,
CCDC governor. (Joe Yoshimura is the 1982 Fowler chapter
president, succeeding Frank Osaki. Fowler delegate Kim Sera,
who is also CCDC vice governor, chaired the weekend
convention.) )

Some of the matters discussed during the ‘‘Strengthening of
JACL'"' panel chaired by Dr. Izumi Taniguchi, CSU-Fresno pro-
fessor of economics, were membership services, such as group
insurance; cultural heritage, local Issei-Nisei histories, re-
tirement and sports tournaments.

Public relations with comgpynity newspapers, education, and
leadership programs were 4lso stressed at other workshops.

(Fowler introduced Paul Klays, Fowler Elementary School
principal, and his wife as guests during the banquet.)

—Thomas Toyama, Fowler JACL

Chol Soo Lee retrial set Mar. 1

SACRAMENTO, Ca.—Re- years.
trial for Chol Soo Lee regard- The decision on Chol Soo

~ ing the 1973 Chinatown killing
of Yip Yee Tak is scheduled to
begin March 1. Originally
scheduled for Dec. 14, the trial
date was extended at the re-
quest of both the prosecution
and defense. This retrial was
the eventual outcome of
Judge Lawrence Karlton's or-

dering of a Writ of Habeas -

Corpus in the Sacramento
District Court, meaning that
Chol Soo Lee had been illegal-
ly incarcerated for eight

Lee's defense appeal to the
California Supreme Court re-
garding Chol Soo Lee’s self-
defense Kkilling of Morrison
Needham at Deuel Vocation
Institute in 1977 is expected to
be handed down next week,
Jan. 26. This second case car-
ries the death penalty convic-
tion and hence the first case
may be dropped in lieu of an
upholding of the death penalty
conviction handed down in
1979.

Nisei farmers get Japan award

LOS ANGELES—The Agricultural Society of Japan (Dai
Nippon Nokai) honored eight Japanese American farmers Jan.
31 for their contributions to the agricultural industry.

During the luncheon at the Great Wall Restaurant in Little
Tokyo, the Southern California Chapter of the Society recog-
nized Seiichi Nakamura, 68, an Anaheim produce grower;
Yoshinori Kubota, 61, Culver City gardener; Kazumasa Ota, 51,
Orange bonsai nurseryman; Hiroshi Miyazono, 52, Gardena
bonsai nurseryman; Hiroshi Honda, 60, Carlsbad flower
grower; Kei Tanaka, 70, Goleta produce grower; Keiichi
Inouye, 62, Chula Vista produce grower and Kenichi Inose, 48,
Gardena nurseryman.

All eight were presented with ‘‘Ryokuhakuju Yukosho"
medals from Japanese Consul General Tsuneo Tanaka,

—Seattle JACL Photos
SEATTLE HEADLINERS—Sen. Slade Gorton, junior U.S. sen-
ator of Washington, and wife (at left) are greeted at 60th an-
niversary Seattle JACL installation dinner held Jan. 19 by Lloyd
Hara, '81 chapter president, and his successor Kathryn Bannai.

Homer Yasui takes
reins of PNWDC

TACOMA, Wa.—By unanimous vote, Dr. Homer Y asui, a Mil-
waukie (Oregon) surgeon, was elected governor of the Pacific
Northwest District at the Council's Dec. 27 meeting here. He
also serves as chair of National Recognitions and Awards and
has just completed a two-year term as 1980-81 co-president of
the Portland chapter with his wife, Miyuki. A strong believer in
community involvement, Dr. Yasui's years of active service at
the local, district and national levels won him a sapphire pin in
1979.

Other elected officers for the new biennium are vice governor
John Matsumoto (Lake Washington), secretary Ben Nakaga-
wa (Seattle), treasurer Paul Seto (Puyallup Valley), historian
Peg Sargent (Portland), and 1000 Club Chair Ed Fujii (Gresh-
am-Troutdale).

Outgoing governor Dr. Richard Doi (Columbia Basin) of El-
lensburg, Wa., conducted the wrap-up session of the 1980-81
PNWDC bienniumn, held at Tacoma's Rodeway Inn. Two suc-
cessful projects were highlighted.

Ken Nakano reported that the innovative Japanese language
“videotape traveling show™ rides a circuit of Issei organiza-
tions in Seattle, Portland, and Spokane. The tapes come from a
collection at Keiro Nursing Home in Seattle. Ranging from
modern romances to samurai classics like ‘“‘Miyamoto Musa-
shi"", the programs play before Issei audiences that grow larger
each month. To participate, the Spokane chapter even bought a
26"-TV and VTR equipment, with help from Highland Park
Methodist Church. *‘Spokane has almost no programs in Japa-
nese,’’ said Denny Yasuhara, “and so we felt it was important
to do this. The Issei really look forward to each show."

Also noteworthy was Spokane's campaign to establish a de-
partment of Asian American Studies at Washington State Uni-
versity at Pullman. The chapter presented a bronze plaque to
Portland's Al Abe for his fundraising efforts of last summer,
which netted $1,872,

WSU's new Asian American Studies Department boasts two
tenure-track faculty members, a secretary, counselor, and

part-time recruiter. L B g

Chung leads gang services team

LOS ANGELES—The Community Youth Gang Services here
have hired six new street teams which aim to curb gang-related
violence, it was announced Jan. 26 by the project’s Executive
Director, Tommy Chung.

Chung, a Pan Asian JACLer, noted that the teams would be
trained in gang mediation, intervention, violence prevention
and community mobilization. Upon completion of their train-
ing, the teams would patrol the areas where gang-related homi-
cide rates are the highest—the South and Central areas of the
city.

‘¥These community contacts are vital to the project’s suc-
cess,” said Chung, "'providing the visibility teams need to im-
pact on gang violence and activities."

Last December, the L.A, City Council awarded the Gang
Services over $860,000, making the additional team hirings

possible.
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Senator proposes public
lands as form of redress

SEATTLE, Wa.—U.S. Senat-
or Slade Gorton (R-Wa) told
Japanese Americans here
that the federal government
might be willing to pay its
wartime debt to them by
awarding the rights to land in
the public domain, instead of
cash.

Speaking to 500 people at
the 60th anniversary banquet
of the Seattle JACL, Jan. 17,
Gorton proposed that Japa-
nese Americans seek lands
administered by the Bureau
of Land Management in
amounts equal in monetary
value to the cash compensa-
tion they sought for the consti-
tutional violations of the
World War II incarceration.
He said such unappropriated
federal lands were used in the
19th century to reward those
who performed services for
the government or who had in-
juries committed against
them, at times when dollars
were not available. The gov-
ernment issued rights to those
lands in the form of scrip,
good for so many acres of
land.

Gorton suggested that such
a redress proposal would
have the advantage of meet-
ing with the approval of the
public and Congress if limited
to non-vital lands, such as na-
tional parks, military sta-
tions, national forests and the
like. He added such lands
would have a very consider-
able value in dollars.

Gorton admitted his idea
“did not receive a particu-
larly warm welcome” from
the community when he first
broached it at a Tacoma in-
ternment conference last
year. He suggested that Mid-
west and East Coast Senators
thought the incarceration a
West Coast problem, so he felt
his public lands idea could
gain their support.

He emphasized that he was
not putting forth his idea as an

alternative to the direct fund-
ing of redress by Congress,
but as a method of thinking
about a solution to the budget-
ary problem.

“I suggest this idea as a
way of beginning a dialogue
on how this goal of redress is
to be accomplished...a goal
we all share. It will require a
great deal of imagination and
hard work to see to it that re-
dress and recompense for re-
location actually takes place
within the context of the Ame-
rican political and economic
system as it exists today."’

Senator Gorton also pre-
dicted that the Commission on
Wartime Relocation and In-
ternment of Civilians would
likely recommend compensa-
tion to individuals and their
heirs. Commenting on the
Commission itself, he said,
“The cynical might say that
Congress and Presidents cre-
ate commissions in order to
avoid problems they would
just as soon not face them-
selves. It has been the rela-
tively rare commission whose
report has actually been act-
ed upon affirmatively by
those who created it. No mat-
ter how eloquent or how right,
the reports of commissions
gather dust on shelves and are
relatively soon forgotten.”” He
added the challenge JACL
faces now is to “"see to it that
something tangible results
from that study.™

Gorton, elected to the Sen-
ate in 1980, met early in his
campaign with Seattle repre-
sentatives to endorse their re-
dress campaign. While Wash-
ington state attorney general,
he persuaded his counter-
parts in California, Hawaii,
and 14 other states to pass a
redress resolution through the
Conference of Western Attor-
ney Generals. His office has
reportedly won 95-percent of

Continued on Next Page

Foothill JCC to be dedicated Feb. 6

LOS ALTOS, Ca.—The Japanese Cultural Center on the Foothill
College Campus will be dedicated Feb. 6 with a Shinto cere-

mony scheduled at 11 a.m.

The $175,000 center, the only one of its kind on an American
college campus, originated when a student who attended Japa-
nese cultural classes said he would donate $25,000 to Foothill if
the school would match the amount.

Funds were raised through the efforts of the community-
based Frriends of the Japanese Community Center and Foothill
Japanese studies coordinator Michiko Hiramatsu.

Landscaping of the center was provided by the Peninsula
chapter of the California Nurserymans Association and the
Peninsula Gardeners Assn.

Pat Okura retires from NIMH
WASHINGTON—K. Patrick Okura, who retired Jan. 23 from
the National Institute of Mental Health, will be joining Dr
Bertram S. Brown and Associates, 1730 M St. NW, Washington.
I.)._C. 20036, as executive vice president in the newly organized
private psychiatric hospital consortium and consulting firm.

[n his first eight years at NIMH (1971-1978), Okura served as
executive assistant to Dr, Brown, then NIMH director. The past
three years, Okura was stalf director for international
programs.
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