JACL urges retention of 5th
preference in immigrant bill

WASHINGTON—National JACL has joined with other Asian Pacific

American organizations in supporting the full restoration of the fifth visa

Ef:euminthe sed new | tion bill, which went before the
Judiciary Committee this week (Sept. 14 and 15).

The bill, HR 6514, is nearly identical to the one which passed the Senate
Aug. 17 (S2222). The pending legislation, authored by Sen. Alan K. Simp-
son (R-Wyo.) and Rep. Romano L, Mazzoli (D-Ky.), calls for major
reforms in the nation’s current immigration law. Among its provisions,
the bill calls for civil and criminal penalties for employers who knowingly
hire illegal aliens; amnesty for most illegal aliens already in the U.S.; and
new quotas for legal alien admissions.

But one of the changes called for by the bill entails elimination of the
fifth preference—an alien admissions category which allows preferential
treatment to brothers and sisters of US. citizens. The elimination of the
fifth preference, according to the APA groups, would adversely affect
Asian immigration, since Asian immigrants use this visa preference

A statement calling for the restoration of the fifth preference and the
family reunification provision was sent to the House of Representatives
and the letter was endorsed by the Organization of Chinese Americans,
the JACL Washington Office, Phillipine Heritage Federation, i
tion of Pan Asian American Women, Asian Pacific American Federal
Employee Council, the Asian Pacific American Alliance and the Council
on Southeast Asian Refugees. The statement said in part:

**...We are deeply concerned that the proposed changes in the family
unification provisions of the immigration law will dilute efforts by
gie_ricam to continue one of the most cherished American institutions:

*‘Specifically, our communities feel that changes in the fifth preference

that limit the admission of brothers and sisters of U.S, citizens
will be, in effect, discriminatory against Asian Pacific families. Because
more than 70% of the current backlog in the fifth preference are from
Asian Pacific countries, we believe that the Asian Pacific American
community will bear a disproportionate burden of resolving America's

immigration problems.
“The fifth e is a reflection of American immigration policy
that has sized the family unification concept. Brothers and sisters

have always been an integral part of the family unit.

*For Asian Pacific Americans, the family unit embraces more than the
nuclear family. Because of this nation's tradition in the concept of family
unification, we believe that it would be unconscionable to close the door,
even in part, on the efforts of American families to be reunited."

The House is expected to vote on the Simpson-Mazzoli bill sometime in
October. Regarding the Senate bill, the chairman of the U.S.-Asia In-
stitute, Norman Lau Kee, reported recently that the Senate had reached a
& ise" on the fifth preference. Kee noted that Sen. Simpson has

to include ‘‘unmarried brothers and sisters up to 26 years old" in
the family reunification category of S 222. #
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FACELIFT FOR JACL HQ—Alice Wong, daughter of National
JACL staffer Jane Hara Wong, gives the National Headquar-
ters building in San Francisco a much-needed repainting of its
address sign and gate on 1765 Sutter St. Assisted by Tad
Ishida, Alice is among the many Bay Area youths planning to
give HQ an overall renovation of its exterior.

Asian Americans protesting
S & L official’s suspension

SACRAMENTO—Asian American leaders have come to the defense of
Linda Tsao Yang, the state savings and loan commissioner who was
suspended Sept. 1 by Gov. Edmund G. Brown Jr. for alleged *'insub-
ordination."

The Asian Pacific Caucus, an organization within the state Democratic
Central Committee, sent Brown a letter Sept. 3 protesting the action taken
against Yang.

The letter was signed by Georgette Imura, the Northern California
chair of the caucus, and Collin Lai, her southern counterpart, and they
both said the APC was ''deeply dismayed "’ over the suspension. They also
told Brown that "'it appears you have little concern for your image in the
Asian Pacific Community."

Yang, who was appointed to the post two years ago by Brown, was
suspended following a heated meeting Sept. 1 with Brown's chief of staff,
B.T. Collins, and her immediate boss, Business, Transportation and
Housing Secretary Lynn Schenk.

Although the governor's office would not say why Yang was suspended,
Yang herself said that Collins and Schenk had accused her of “'insub-
ordination" for a New York Times article she wrote criticizing the
pending sale of the financially troubled Fidelity Savings and Loan As-
sociation of San Francisco by Citicorp of New York. The article, which
apFeared Aug. 29, reflected views contrary to Brown administration
policy

Yang had also been warned by Collins Aug. 19 that she would be
stripped of her powers if she did not cease her “insubordination,” ac-
cording to the Los Angeles Times. Collin's reprimand came about as the
result of an allegedly unauthorized letter Yang had sent to the regional
office of the U S. comptoller of the eurrency in San Francisco.

In the letter, Yang threatened to sue the federal agency if it ap-
proved an application from San Diego-based Point Loma Savings and
Loan Assn. to become a national bank. Collins told the Times that it was
the opinion of the Business and Transportation Dept. attorneys that there
is no legal basis for California to oppose the conversion.

Although it is unlikely that the Brown Administration will fire Yang
(her term ends in January, when Brown leaves office), the Los Angeles
Herald Examiner noted that she has been a controversial figure for some
time, both angering buyers and realtors in the past with her sometimes
controversial programs and winning support from the savings and loan
industry with her opposition to assumable mortgages.

She has been at the center of controversy recently because of her
announced intentions to allow state chartered savings and loan insti-
tutions to enforce mortgage due-on-sale clauses, as federally chartered
institutions are now allowed to do. Brown has never publicly opposed
Yang's posture on that politically sensitive issue, but he has sidestepped
taking any firm position on it.

Yang's insistence that she was wrongfully suspended, and her con-
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JACL Youth Program receives $1,500

SAN FRANCISCO—The JACL National Youth Program received gifts

totaling $1,500 for scho ips and student aid, it was recently ammr?ced
yama.

Jon Hiratsuka of Arlington, Wa. contributed $500 to the Aiko Susanna
Tashiro Hiratsuka Memorial Scholarship for the Performing Arts, a fund
that was founded by Jon and his father Shig in memory of Mrs. Hiratsuka.
This scholarship, won last year by Juilliard School student Amy Hiraga,
is awarded to undergraduates pursuing careers in the performing arts.

Mr. and Mrs. H.G. Watanabe of Omaha, Neb., donated $1,000 to the
National Student Aid Program, which is directed to qualified students
who are forced to terminate or delay their educational goals because of
lack of funds. Mits Kawamoto, then JACL Vice-President of Planning and

gperations. accepted the gift during the National Convention held in

ugust.

“With the cutbacks on the federal, state and local educational funds,
and with the current economy that faces many of us, the National JACL
Youth Program is committed to meet these challenges,” said Naka-
yama, ""The National JACL is very grateful to the Hiratsukas and the
Watanabes for their support and interest in these vital programs,”  #
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Names of former state workers
eligible for AB 2710 released

SACRAMENTO—Assemblyman Patrick Johnston's office is
seeking help in locating some 145 Japanese Americans who
may be eligible to claim $5,000 in back wages from the State of
California.

Assembly Bill 2710, authored by the Stockton Democrat, pro-
vides for the payment of $5,000 to Japanese Americans fired by
the State of California in 1942,

“*Some of these individuals may be deceased, but we feel quite
a few of them are still around and able to claim for the $5,000
compensation,” said Priscilla Ouchida, Legislative Assistant to
Johnston.

“In 1942, the State Personnel Board compiled a list of Nikkei
employees working for the State at that time, The following
were included on the 1942 roster, and have not formally written
us to inform us of their whereabouts,”’ said Ouchida. The names
listed on the roster are:

Masako Abe; Dorothy Y. Ahoshi; Shigeki Jack Arai; George Arita;
Haruko Arita; Jean Asamoto, Noboru Asamoto; Elaine Yayoi Asanoma;
Fusako Ashida; Hiroko Baba; Evelyn Date; Henry Fujimoto; Toshie
Fujimoto; Marie Fujino; Fred Y. Fujita; John J. Fujita; Martha H.
Fujita; Frances Funahashi; Mabel Furukawa; Yoshi- Furukawa, Jiro
Goto; Tsugi Hamada; Tom Hara; Walter Hara,

Edith Hashimoto; Fumi Hashimoto; Satoye Ruth Hashimoto; Toshiko
Hatamiya; Florence Hayashi; Tom T. Hayashi; Junko Hedani; Asako
Higaki; Kazuki R. Hikawa; Frank Hitoshi Hiyama; Marian Hoshizu;
Hanaye L. Ichiyasu; Masaharu Ikami; Ted Inaba; Fumiko Inbe; Marion

Ishii; Masao Ishikawa.
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Nobel Prize-winner says Japan
will be No. 2 economic power

OSAKA—By the year 2000, Japan
will surpass the Soviet Union to be-
come the No. 2 economic power in
the world after the U.S., a Nobel
Prize-winning  economist
Sepl. 7.

Paul Samuelson noted, “If
Japan's total GNP is to surpass
that of the Soviet Union in the next
18 years, Japan must make its per
capita GNP grow faster than the
Soviets' ...l am sure this will not
be too difficult a target for the
Japanese economy to achieve.”
He added that Japan can at least
equal the U.S. level of affluence as
well.

Samuelson, who received the
Nobel Prize in economics in 1970,
made his remarks in a keynote ad-
dress before an international sym-
posium on the 21st century. The an-

said

nual conference is sponsored by
the Mainichi Shimbum, the Main-
ichi Broadeasting System and the
Osaka Junior Chamber of Com-
merce.

Samuelson, 67, said Japan en-
joyed in 1982 at least 77% of the
U.S. real per capita income, which
puts Japan about even with Bel-
gium but still behind West Ger-
many, France, Sweden and Swit-
zerland.

“*Smooth sailing can be expected
for the Japanese economy,” he
said, “‘while the U.S. economy will
continue to shrink in the remaining
years of this century."

Samuelson urged Japan to con-
tinue to foresake the role of an
important military power after
catching up and surpassing the
Soviet Union in economic power. #

S.F. hospital tests hepatitis B
vaccine to treat Asian babies

SAN FRANCISCO—S.F. General
Hospital Medical Center is coordi-
nating a Bay Area-wide clinical
trial of hepatitis B vaccine in in-
fants born to Asian women who are
found to be highly infectious car-
riers of the virus. The study, one of
three being canducted concurrent-
ly in the U.S., marks the first time

e blood-derived vaccine, recent-
ly approved by the FDA, has been
used on a large scale in infants in
this country, Several local hospi-
tals are participating in the
project.

Babies born to such mothers
have a %0 percent chance of be-
coming infected with the hepatitis
B virus at birth, according to Pearl
Toy, MD, UCSan Francisco as-
sistant professor of Laboratory
Medicine and Medicine and chief
of the SFGH Blood Bank. If not
treated, they will develop the di-
sease and become chronic carriers
of the virus once their symptoms
subside, a condition strongly
linked to an increased risk of liver
cancer in later life.

Toy and UCSF professor of
Laboratory Medicine, Dr. Girish
Vyas are co-investigators in the
study which began in October 1981.
They hope to screen 1,400 pregnant
Asian women from throughout the

Bay Area and to vaccinate at least
50 infants.

Toy said the project is focused on
Asians because they are the Bay
Area ethnic group with the highest
incidence of hepatitis B. An esti-
mated five percent of Asian wo-
men are highly infectious carriers
of the virus, according to Toy

It is recommended that all pre-

t Asian women be screened
tor the hepatitis carrier state, ac-
cording to Toy. However, hospitals
participating in the study can send
matemal blood samples to
SFGHMC for free analysis.

If the mother is found to be a
highly infectious carrier, her baby
will receive four immunization
shots between birth and six months
of age. All are free of charge. The
first consists of immune globulin,
the other three are hepatitis B
vaccine.

Funding for the study is provid-
ed by Merck, Sharp and Dohme,
the vaccine manutacturer. Con-
current studies are being con-
ducted at the University of
Southern California and at the New
York Blood Center, which has pio-
neered work on the blood-derived
hepatitis B vaccine and has initi-
ated the entire three-center re-

search project. —Asian Week.
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