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“Tokyo Time’
Is About Love
—Nikkei Style

by JK. Yamamoto

Can a Sansei whose only inter-
est is rock-and-roll find happiness
with a woman from Japan who
mairied him so that she could
stay in the country legally?

This question 1s asked—and
answered—in *“Living on Tokvo
Time." a new film by San Fran-
cisco-based filmmaker Steven
Okazaki. The low-key comedy is
set for release this summer.

The Sansei character, Ken
(Ken Nakagawa), is described by
Okazaki as “a guy who just stayed
in his room all day and never
communicated with people and
just played records and his gui-
tar.'” Ken, who has an unexciting
job as a janitor, has just been
dumped by his girlfriend.

The woman [rom Japan, Kyoko
(Minako Ohashi). has broken up
with her boyfriend and come to
America, where she works in a
Japanese restaurant by day and
studies English by night. When
Kyvoko's visa 1s about to expire,
she and Ken are persuaded to
marry by Lana (Kate Connell), a
mutual [riend. Lana tells Ken
that he needs some spontaneity
in his life.

After Kvoko moves into Ken's
cluttered apartment. complica-
tions arise when Ken, despite
language and cultural barriers,
finds himsell falling for his wife.

Other cast members include
Mitzi Abe as Ken's sister, Joe
Ovama as Ken's father, Judi Nihei
as a waitress at the restaurant,
Keith Choy as one of Ken's co-
workers, and Lane Nishikawa as
the “Manju Man.”

“Just to Have Fun’

The film is a change of pace
for Okazaki. who 1s best known
for two documentaries: “Surviy-
ors,” which concerns Hiroshima
and Nagasaki survivors living in
the U.S,, and “Unfinished Busi-
ness,” the story of three Nisei
who contested the wartime evac-
uation and internment in couit
“Unfinished Business” was nom-
inated for the best feature-length
documentary Oscar in 1985,

George Shibata

Steven Okazaki

“The idea was just to have fun,”
Okazaki said of his latest film
“...1 just wanted to trv some-
thing less serious, something less
relevant.” Although the project
started as a lark. he realized after
shooting began “that the film real-
ly had some potential, that peo-
ple would wateh it"
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Minako Ohashi

Okazaki thinks feature films

- are easier to make than documen-
taries, which have “so many un-
known factors” because the film-
maker is “catching spontaneous
moments.” In a feature film, he
sald., “you're dealing with people
at a different level where they're
Continued on page 2

Calif. Bill Urges President,
Congress to Approve Redress

SACRAMENTO — State Sen.
Ralph Dills (D-Gardena) intro-
duced a joint resolution June 8
urging the President and Con-
gress to enact redress legislation
now in the House and Senate.

“My resolution récognizes the
grave injustice that was done to
Japanese American citizens,” said
Dills. *The redress of the injus-
tice done to.Japanese Americans
that were interned during WW2
is long overdue. and responds to
the American values of fairness
and justice and equality.”

The resolution, SIR 21, states
that “basic civil liberties and
constitutional rights of the civil-
lans of Japanese ancestry who
were interned in the United
States during WW2 were funda-
mentally violated” and that “the
Legislature of the State of Cali-
fornia urges the President and
the Congress of the United States
to enact those portions of H.R.
442 and S. 1009 of the 100th Con-
gress, the Civil Liberties Act of
1887, which relate to the redress

1st JA West Point Grad Dies

HUNTINGTON BEACH, Calif —
George Shibata, the first Nisei
graduate of West Point and the
first Japanese American jet pilot
to fight in the Korean War, died
May 20, He was 60.

A native of Garland, Utah, Shi-
bata was appointed to West Point
in 1947 by Sen. Elbert Thomas
(D-Utah) and graduated in 1951,
After completing jet pilot and
combal crew (raining, he was
sent to Korea, where he flew with
the 58th Fighter Bomber Wing

He flew 30 combal missions
and was awarded the Air Medal,
Service Medal, United Nations
Medal, Korean Service Medal,
and Korean Presidential Cita
tion Medal.

Shibata remained in the Alr
Force until 1955, when he re-

signed to pursue a law career,
He graduated from USC Law
School in 1958,

That year, his career took an
unexpected turn when, without
any acting experience, he landed
a role in “Pork Chop Hill," a film
aboult the 1953 Korean War battle,
A chance meeting with Capt. Joe
Clemons, a schoolmate at Wesl
Point, led to the role, Clemons,
portrayed in the film by Gregory
Peck. recommended Shibata for
the part of Ohashi, the Nisel ex-
ecutive officer.

Shibata’s subsequent film ered-
its include “The Ugly American,”

A practicing attorney, Shibata
served as eily attorney for Hunlt-
ington Beach and was a member
of the Orange County Human He
lations Commission,

of the injustice”

The principal co-authors of the
resolution are Sen. David Roberti
(D-Los Angeles) and Assembly-
man Patrick Johnston (D-Stock-
ton). Other co-authors are;

Sens Robert Beverly (R-20thy, Cecil
Green (D-$rd). Leroy Greene (D-6th),
Bill Lockyer (D-10th), Milton Marks (R
didi, Dan McCorquodale (D-12thi, Nt
cholas Petns (D9th), Herschel Rosen-
thal (D-2nd), Art Torres (D-24th), Rose
Ann Vuieh (D-15th), and Diane Watson
(D-28th); and

Assembly members Ant Agnos (D
16th), William Bradley (R-76th), Willie
Brown (D-17th), Robert Campbell (D
1ithy, Delaine Eastin (D-18th), Sam
Farr (D-28thy, Bill Filante (R-9thy, Terry
Friedman (D<43rd), Daniel Hauser (D
2nd), Tom Havden (D-3th), Teresa
Hughes (D47th), Phillip Isenberg (-
10th), Mike Roos (D<46th). Lucille Roy-
bal-Allard (D-56th), Byron Sher (H-21s0),
Sally Tanner (D-60th), Curtis Tucker (-
50thy, John Vasconcellos (1D-23rd), Max-
ine Waters (D<48th), and Paul Zeltner
(R-54th).

A similar resolution was passed
in 1985 by a vote of 293 in the
Senate and 64-0 1n the Assembly,

George Shibata in 1955,

He is survived by his wile Ey-
elyn, daughter Stacey, son Byron,
brothers Saburo of Chicago and
Harry of Garland, and sisters Ha-
tsuko Fujit of Gardena, Calif, Yu-
li Sato of Garland, and Tert and
Kazuko Shibata of Salt Lake City.

House and Senate Redress
Hearings Set for Same Day

WASHINGTON — The House Judiciary Committee, chaired by Rep.
Peter Rodino (D-N.J.), was scheduled to hold a hearing on redress
bill H.R. 442 on June 17 at 9:30 a.m. On the same day at 2 p.m.. a
Senate Governmental Affairs subcommittee hearing on redress bill
S. 1009 was planned (see June 12 PC).

H.R. 442 was marked up and reported to the full Judiciary Commit-
tee by the Subcommittee on Administrative Law and Governmental
Relations, chaired by Rep. Barney Frank (D-Mass.), on May 13. This
marked the first time a redress bill had progressed beyond the sub-
commiltee level.

Of the 35 members of the Judiciary Committee, 17 of the 21 Demo-
crats and 4 of the 14 Republicans are co-sponsors of HR. 442

“Knowing that there are many bills reported to the full committee
and waiting for consideration, we thought we might have a little
wait,” said JACL-LEC executive director Grayce Uyvehara, who was
in the midst of preparing testimony for the Senate hearing “We are
absolutely elated to think that there is a chance for the bill to come
out of the full Judiciary Committee. The staff and I are trving very

hard to stay on top of the lobbying workload.

“We know we have a ways to go, but we are thankful that redress
is finally facing the light of day and will be receiving the chance to
be considered by the House if the full committee approves the bill.”

“We're facing an especially busy and challenging week for redress
legislation,” said Rep. Norman Mineta (D-Calif). “I'm confident that
redress will come through this eritical week with flying colors.”

Rep. Robert Matsui (D-Califl) ecommented, *“The fact that Chairman
Rodino has acted so quickly to consider the legislation is a positive
sign. I'm optimistic the bill will pass the full committee and that this
will be a historie day for redress and Congress.”

“1 am very encouraged by Chairman Rodino’s action,” said Rep.
Patricia Saikl (R-Hawaii) “"H.R. 442 is long overdue. | believe that
if the Congress is given the chance to consider this bill on its mernits,

it will be approved.”

Details of the hearing will appear in next week's issue

State Resolution Addresses
UC Asian Admissions Issue

SACRAMENTO — In response
to community concermns about
possible limitations on admis-
sions of Asian Americans at Uni-
versity of California campuses,
Assembly Speaker Willie Brown
has introduced a measure aimed
at ensuring equal admissions op-
portunities for all minorities.

Assembly Concurrent Resolu-
tion 70, passed by the Education
Committee on June 10, requests
that the UC regents to require
each UC campus to: (1) consider
including minority representa-
fives on admissions and enroll-
ment committees: (2) publicly
disclose the process of applicant
selection; (3) intensify outreach
activities; and (4) institute an ad-
visory committee of minority
community leaders.

Testifving in support of the re-
solution were JACL national di-
rector Ron Wakabayashi and
Chinese for Affirmative Action
executive director Henry Der.
Both are members of the Asian
American Task Foree on Univer-
sity Admissions, which has ac-
cused UC Berkeley ol imposing
admissions criteria that discrim-
inate against Asian applicants.

Members of the Legislature
have looked into the Asian ad-
missions issue in recent months.
In Mareh, Brown met with the task
foree, and the Subcommitiee on
Higher Education, chaired by As-
semblyman Tom Hayden, heard
testimony from task torce mem-
bers and UC representatives. Sen-
ate President Pro Tempore David
Roberti has asked the Assembly
Joint Legislative Audit Commit-
tee to reevaluate a UC Berkeley

report which denied the discrim-
ination charges

The resolution states, “There
has been a growing concern with-
in the Asian Pacific community
that the university has been es-
tablishing admissions policies
which have the effect of estab-
lishing a quota on the number of
highly qualified Asian Pacific
applicants to the university

“An Asian Amencan Task Force
on University Admissions was
created in November 1984 to study
and to monitor the admissions
policies and procedures.... The
task force issued a report and
concluded that major improve-
ments needed to be made.

“It was found that 26 percent
of the state's Asian Pacific high
school graduates were eligible
for freshmen admission to the
University of California, and yet,
only 17 percent were offered ad-
mission in 1986. . .

“The application and admis-
sions procedures in a public uni-
versity svstem should be made
accessible to all interested par-
ties, ... Any changes in admis-
sions policies should be provid-
ed with sufficient advance notice
to the applicants and their fami-
lies so that applicants have ample
time to respond to the changing
university admissions critena. . "

The resolution asks the UC re-
gents to prepare a report on their
progress in following the tour re-
commendations and to review
UC policies which permit differ-
ent admissions criteria on each
campus. The report and review
are to be submitted no later than
March 15, 1988
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