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Redress Still a
Goal of Nikkei

in Canada

by Karyn K. Lamborn
VANCOUVER., British Columbia
— "Back to the Future" was the
theme of a National Association
of Japanese Canadians confer-
ence held May 16-17 at the Coast
Georgian Court.

Japanese Canadians have de-
veloped a “stronghold on the
past and on our history,” said Dr.
Art Miki, NAJC president and di-
rector of the Canadian Ethnocul-
tural Council, in his opening ad-
dress. “Now it is time 1o concen-
trate on the future.”

Redress was the highest prior-
ity during the conference. NAJC
presented settlement recommen-
dations in a doecument entitled
“Democracy Betrayed: The Case
for Redress” in November 1984,
The brief outlined three major
proposals: acknowledgement that
the government committed in-
justices against Japanese Cana-
dians during WW2; compensation
in the amount of $25,000 for each
of the estimated 14,000 surviving
internees (of the 22,000 who were
interned) and $50 million for the
purpose of rebuilding the com-
munity; and legislative enact-
ments to guard against future in-
justices.

NAJC recently held a meeting
‘in Ottawa with Minister of Multi-
culturalism David Crombie to
seek resolution of the long-stand-
ing issue. Crombie completed
the fact-finding phase, which en-
tailed sessions with community
representatives in Vancouver,
Toronto, and Montreal, and sub-
mitted his recommendations on
the matter to the Cabinet.

His offer of a $12 million com-
munity fund without individual
compensation was rejected by
NAJC. The government has been
willing to pass a resolution

Continued on page 6

S. 1009 Going

to Committee

WASHINGTON — The Sen-
ate Governmental Affairs
Commifttee will hold a mark-
up session on redress bill S,
1009 on June 30, according to
JACL-LEC director Grayce
Uyehara.

Ifthe bill is approved by the
full committee, it can then be

considered by the full Senate.
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Sens. Daniel Inouye (left) and Spark Matsunaga at hearing onredress,

Senators Speak in Support of
S. 1009 Before Subcommittee

. WASHINGTON — Redress bill S. 1009 gained the support of three-

fourths of the Senate during a June 17 hearing held by the Federal
Services, Post Office, and Civil Service Subcommittee of the Gov-
ernmental Affairs Committee.

Subcommittee chair Sen. David Pryor (D-Ark) announced that he
was signing on as the 75th sponsor of the bill introduced in April
by Sen. Spark Matsunaga (D-Hawaii). Pryor paid tribute to Matsuna-
ga's efforts in signing up co-sponsors for the bill, noting that it was
remarkable to get so many senators to agree on anything

Pryor spoke of his visits as a state official to the site of the Rohwer,
Ark, internment camp. He attended dedication ceremonies for a
monument marking the camp site and for another monument dedi-
cated to the “courageous soldiers who served in the famous 442nd
Regimental Combat Team. .. an amazing core of dedicated Amer-
ican citizens.” He said it was "altogether fitting" to consider the bill
during the celebration of the Constitution’s bicentennial.

Matsunaga, one of five senators who testified at the hearing, said
the bill “seeks to remedy one of the worst violations of civil liberties
in our nation’s history.” The relocation, he said, was carried out
despite the lack of “proof of any acts of espionage or sabotage com-
mitted by Japanese Americans” and despite the opposition of FBI
Director J. Edgar Hoover and the Office of Naval Intelligence,

Matsunaga noted that one law “prohibited American soldiers of
Japanese ancestry, garbed in Unele Sam's ungform, from entering the
restricted zones."”

Deaths in the Camps

In the camps, there were cases of "infants, young mothers, and el-
derly persons who died for lack of adequate medical care and facili-
ties,” of “families who were separated,” and of “internees who were
shot and killed by camp guards because they inadvertently wan-
dered too close to the camp fences,” said Matsunaga, who described
an incident in which the shooting victim was a elderly man who
had been playing ball with his grandson.

“The stigma of disloyalty has haunted Japanese Americans for
the past 45 years, and it is one of the principal reasons that they are
seeking congressional action to remove that cloud over their heads,”
he said in his concluding remarks.

Inouye Teslifies
Sen. Daniel Inouye (D-Hawaii) discussed questions that are com-
Continued on page 5

House Judiciary Committee
Passes Redress Legislation

WASHINGTON — For the first time, one of the redress bills intro-
duced in Congress has been approved at the committee level and
can now proceed to a floor vote.

By a 286 vote, the House Judiciary Committee passed H.R. 442
without significant amendments on June 17.

Voting for the bill were;

Democrats Robert Kastenmeier (Wis.), Don Edwards (Calif), John Conyers
(Mich), Romano Mazzoli (Ky.), William Hughes (N.J.), Michael Synar (Okla), Patricia
Schroeder (Colo.), Dan Glickman (Kan), Barney Frank (Mass.), George Crockett
(Mich.), Charles Schumer (N.Y.), Bruce Morrison (Conn.), Edward Feighan (Ohio),
Lawrence Smith (Fla.), Howard Berman (Calif ), Frederick Boucher (Va), Harley
Staggers (W.Va.), John Bryant (Texas), Benjamin Cardin (Md.), Peter Rodino (N.J.)

Republicans Hamilton Fish (N.Y.), Henry Hyde (11L), E. Clay Shaw (Fla.), George
Gekas (Pa), Michael DeWine (Ohio), William Dannemeyer (Calif), Patrick Swin-
dall (Ga.), D. French Slaughter (Va.)

Voting against the bill were

Republicans Carlos Moorhead (Calif), Daniel Lungren (Calif), F. James Sen
senbrenner (Wis), Bill MeCollum (Fla), Howard Coble (N.C), Lamar Smith (Texas)

During the mark-up session, committee members agreed that the
relocation and internment of Japanese Americans during WW2 were
unjust, but differed on the most appropriate way to atone for them.

Elimination of Payments Sought

An amendment put forth by Rep. Daniel Lungren (R-Calif) asked
that the portion of the bill authorizing payment of $20,000 to each
former internee be deleted. Lungren, the only current member of
Congress to serve on the Commission on Wartime Relocation and
Internment of Civilians and the only member of the CWRIC who
did not recommend individual payments, said he favored the provi-
sions of the bill calling for a formal apology to those who were relocat-
ed and a $50 million educational fund to help prevent a similar
event from occurring in the future,

But he argued that a price could not be put on personal freedom.
that the bill would encourage other groups wronged by the govern-
ment to seek redress, and that it was dangerous to second-guess the
intentions of America's wartime leaders.

Rep. Barney Frank (D-Mass.), chair of the Judiciary subcommittee
that approved the bill in May, countered that no wide-ranging pre-
cedent would be set because the bill applied to a specific wrong com-
mitted by the government. Rep. William Hughes (D-N.J.) stated that
the bill, rather than setting a precedent, would follow the precedent
of other cases in which individuals unjustly imprisoned by the fed-
eral government received monetary compensation

Rep. Dan Glickman (D-Kan.) added that Congress should follow
the example of West Germany, which gives payments to survivors
of the Holocaust. While the German concentration camps were not
the same as the camps for Japanese Americans, he said, the general
principle of redress for past incarceration should be noted.

The Lungren amendment was defeated by a 268 vote.

Dispute Over Wording

A dispute arose over the wording of the “Findings and Purposes”
section of the bill. which described the reasons and motivations for
the internment. The CWRIC report stated that the decision to relo-
cate Japanese Americans was due to “racial prejudice, war hysteria,
and a failure of political leadership.” Some congressmen questioned
whether it was necessary to state that racial prejudice was a reason
for the decision. Rep. Henry Hyde (R-I1L) objected to the suggestion
that President Franklin Roosevelt was a racist. Lungren said it was
important to note that war hysteria was a factor.

Frank proposed that the bill read that the evacuation, relocation,
and internment “resulted in part from racial prejudice and war hys-
teria.” The amendment was adopted by voice vote.

Clarifications on Paymenis

Two other provisions adopted by voice vote specified that (1) pay-
ments are not be considered taxable income by the Internal Revenue
Service and (2) payments will constitute full satistaction of any claim
that an eligible individual has against the U.S, government.

The committee's legal staff also made it clear that all persons of
Japanese ancestry who were US. citizens or permanent resident
aliens and were affected by the evacuation are eligible, regardless
of whether they were interned.

H.S, Fairmont; Seng Kouy Tran, New  mer, NSRC board chair Lafayette

Ex-Internees Lend a Hand to Refugee Students

ST. PAUL, Minn. — Continuing
a tradition that began when they
were helped during WW2, mem-
bers of the Niseil Student Reloca-
tion Commemorative Fund pre-
sented scholarships to 12 South-
east Asian students on May 9,
The NSRCEF was founded in
1979 by Nisei who were among,
the 3000 college-age internees
allowed to leave the camps and
attend schools outside the West
Coast through the efforts of the
National Japanese American
Student  Reloeation Council,

which was made up of educators,
church groups, and service or-
ganizations. The fund is used to
help students from Vietnam,
Laos, and Cambodia who, like
the Nisei, have had their educa-
tions disrupted by war,

“I looked at them [the scholar-
ship winners] and said, ‘My God,
there I am 45 vears ago,' " Esther
Suzuki, a member of the local
scholarship committee, fold the
Sk Paul Pioneer Press Dispateh,
Suzuki beeame the first Japanese
American to attend Macalester

College after her release from
camp.

After the ceremony, she said,
“1 just felt great. 1 felt like I was
part of a long chain all the way
from 1945, holding hands and
helping each other.”

The scholarship recipients
were chosen from among 120 ap-
plicants. Awards of $500 were
presented to;

Heng M. Chhou, Johnson LS, SL
Paul; Bao Kue, Edison FLS, Minneapol.

15; Somyang Souvannavons, Roosevell
HS, Minneapolis; Oahn Tran, Faiomont

Ulm H.S., New Ulm; Morind Um, Hum-
boldt H.S,, St. Paul; Cheng Vang, High-
land Park H.S., St Paul; Thanh-ha Vo,
John F. Kennedy H.S., Bloomington

Four additional scholarships
of §250, made possible by dona-
tions from Mr. and Mrs James
Michener and Dr, Gladys Ishida
Stone, went to:

Gao Lee, Como Park HS., St Paul;
Teng Moua, Edison HS., Minneapolis;
Huot Ngov, Highland Park HS., St
Paul; Phi Vu, Richfield H.S., Richfield.

The awards ceremony, held at
Hamline University, was attend-
ed by St Paul Mayor George Lati-

Noda and his wife Mamie of Me-
ridian, N.H., NSRC secretary
Nobu Hibino of Portland, Conn.,
and Kay Yamashita and Hanna
Tani Hogan of Chicago.

NSRC has given scholarships
in San Francisco, New England,
Chicago, and Los Angeles. Next
vear's awards will be presented
in Texas

Serving on the Minnesota
scholarship committee were
Gladys Stone, Tom Ohno, Esther
Suzuki, Judy Murakami, Maye
Uemura, Yo Matsumoto, Carolyn
Nayematsu, and Ed Hara.
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