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Federal Housing
Study on Bias
to Omit Asians

WASHINGTON — Congressman
Robert T. Matsui (D-Calif) asked the
federal government May 27 to recon-
sider its decision to omit Asian
Americans from a new, major study
it plans to conduct on housing dis-
-crimination.

Beginning next year, the U.S. De-
partment of Housing and Urban De-
velopment (HUD) will conduct a sur-
vey of housing diserimination
among America’'s minorities. De-
partment officials have said the
study will primarily focus on Blacks
and Hispanics. Asian Americans,
they say, will not be included be-
cause of the relatively few com-
plaints they file.

In a letter sent to HUD’s Deputy
Assistant Secretary C. Duncan
MacRea, Matsui called on the
agency to broaden the study’s scope.

“One cannot assume that all who
register complaints,” Matsui wrote.
“To say that Asian Americans do not
complain so therefore they are not
affected by discrimination is unac-
ceptable. Community attitudes to-
ward the efficacy and propriety of
complaining along with language
barriers are just two of the factors
which may significantly affect the
number of complaints from a minor-
ity group.”

The congressman further cited
the rising number of hate crimes
being committed against Asian
Americans as evidence for concern.
According to a Los Angeles County
Human Rights Commission report,
Asian Americans were the victims
of 24 percent of all hate crimes com-
mitted in 1986. This figure is up from
14 percent in 1985.

“Given the current evidence of
anti-Asian violence, it is entirely
reasonable to believe that such at-
titudes also affect access to fair
housing,” he stated in his letter.

“Expanding the study to cover all
minority groups who are likely vic-
tims of discrimination will result in
a much more cost effective ap-
proach than performing this study
and then having to repeat the re-
search to study discrimination
against minorities other than Blacks
and Hispanics."

In his letter, Matsui also points out
that LaVera Gillespie, Northern
California regional director for Fair
Housing and Equal Opportunity,
has also voiced strong opposition to
the plan.
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JACL-LEC PILOTS—Jerry Enomoto, Grayce Uyehara and Grant
Ujifusa, who serve the JACL-LEC respectively as chair, executive
director and strategy chair, hold court at the JACL-LEC Board meeting
May 28 at JACL National Headquarters in San Francisco.

$1 Added in New Budget for P.C. Postage

Staff-Promoted Fruund Rzisers
Hold Down Dues in Budget

By Harry Honda
SAN FRANCISCO—The National

JACL Board, aware of inflation as
well as cries for a “no dues in-
crease,’ accepted a $1,020,600
$1,049600 biennium budget which
was described as a “bare-bone pack-
age" that accommodates a $l-in-
crease in national dues ($35 indi-
vidual, $65 family) for the Pacific
Citizen's additional 2nd class post-
age since April 3.

The budget was the main agenda
item over the May 29-30 meeting at
National Headquarters. Secretary-
treasurer Alan Nishi, who had con-
ferred with delegates this past
month at the Northern California-
Western Nevada-Pacific and Pacific
Southwest district councils where
the mood was generally for “no dues
increase,” said the budget, fine-
tuned with National President
Harry Kajihara and National Direc-
tor Ron Wakabayashi, is “basic,
bare-bone ... with only a dollar
added to cover P.C's request to pay
foradditional postage for 2nd class.”

Dollar More for Program

Attached to the package, upon
motion of the district governors, was
another dollar increase restricted
for “programs,”’ which would pro-
vide another $17,000 for a program
total of $32,000,

“Looking at a million dollar
budget, it's program poor,” observed
PSW Governor J.D. Hokoyama
“Hence, whatever dues increase to
follow should be tor programs spec-
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PICKET LINES & PICKET SIGNS—In a scene more reminiscent of
1968 than 1988, UCLA students on May 25 protested against what
they believe are discriminatory practices at the campus. Although the
protest was broad-based, a major issue was lack of tenure for UCLA
Professor Don Nakanishi. Earlier, Los Angeles Board of Education
member and community activist Warren Furutani spoke to the crowd.

ifically.”

“But,” questioned National Vice
President Yosh Nakashima, “should
we strap National in its fiscal man-
agement of the budget when the
crunch comes?”

Because of this need for budget-

Continued on page 2
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JACL-LEC Prepares
for ‘Post-Redress’ Activities

By George Johnston

SAN FRANCISCO — As Japanese
American redress cautiously ap-
proaches its culmination, the JACL
Legislative Education Committee
(LEC) voted to continue its existence
beyond fiscal year 1989 should Pres-
ident Reagan sign H.R. 442 The ac-
tion, approved Saturday at the
JACL-LEC Board meeting, would
allow JACL-LEC to continue opera-
tions “for the purposes of monitor-
ing the appropriations process, as-
sisting the attorney general in locat-
ing eligible recipients, acting as an
information base and providing
input into the formation of the trust
fund committee.”

According to JACL-LEC Execu-
tive Director Grayce Uyehara, the
decision is necessary to make sure
the intent of the redress measure is
properly carried out should redress
for Japanese Americans become
law. “We've come a long way and
having come this far, it's important
to monitor the program to see that
the law is carried out” she said.
“Given the fact that the average age
of the possible recipients is 65 vears.
it will be very important to see that
the authorization is implemented by
appropriating as much funding as

possible in the earlier part of the
ten-year stretch out”

“We know,” Uyehara continued,
“that we'll continue to see this pro-
cess through, via the leadership of
the five Nikkei leaders in Con-
gress—Sens. Inouye and Matsunaga
and Reps. Mineta, Matsui and
Saiki."

Other News

Updating the status quo of redress
legislation, JACL-LEC Strategy
Chair Grant Ujifusa told the board
that the House and Senate versions
of the bill are still in the conference
committee stage in order to make
adjustments in the wording of the
bills, which are not 100 percent
identical. The bills differ in lan-
guage concerning vested legacy (be-
queathal rights should a party die
after passage of a law, but before
receiving the benefits of that law)
and voluntary evacuees. The two
versions must be identical and satis-

-factory to the House and Senate be-

fore reaching President Reagan’s

desk
The JACL-LEC Board also de-
cided to extend the the conditions
of Rita Takahashi’s employ; she will
serve as the acting Washington
Continued on page 4

Nat’l JACL 1989-90 ‘Program for Action’ Unveiled

By Laurie Mochidome
SAN FRANCISCO — The brisk pro-
ceedings of the May 29-30 meeting
of the JACL National Board re-
sulted in a blueprint for the organi-
zation's civil and human rights
agenda for the 1989-90 biennium.
The “program for action” report,
which was later reformatted, was
drafted by Ron Wakabayashi, na-
tional director, in accordance with

JACL Constitutional bylaws. Unani-

mously approved by the National
Board, the report's recommenda-
tions will be up for consideration by
the National Council, at which time
they are subject to change. (See P.C.
editorial on page 4) The council will
meet during the JACL convention
in August.

Some of the recommendations
made in the report include JACL's
continued commitment to the op-
position of “selective ethnic perse-
cution” (e.g. E.O. 9066 and its after-
math), expanding of relations with
major civil rights organizations and
minority coalitions and its develop-
ment of a multicultural education
program to address issues such as
the aging and retirement of Issei.

JACL's priority of involvement
will be determined by the amount
of money budgeted for each issue.

In the area of civil and human
rights, the National Board took

‘stands to endorse the Racial Justice
Act, actively promote the Universal
Voters Act of 1988 through the JACL
Washington representative and join
the Leadership Conference on Civil
Rights' amicus brief on the Supreme
Court's decision to reconsider its
ruling in the Runyon vs. McCrary

- case.

$2 Membership Dues Increase

Over the weekend, board mem-
bers elected to increase member-
ship dues by $2. National Secretary-
treasurer Alan Nishi had recom-

mended a dues hike of §1 to provide
Continuea on page
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TAKING NOTES—Vice President of General Operations Yosh
Nakashima, who presided over the May 29-30 National Board meeting
in JACL National President Harry Kajihara's stead, glances at National
Director Ron Wakabayashi.

per message, charged to your phone bill

foward the $20,000 maligram account

JACL-LEC Mailgram Hotline to the White House
Urges President Reagan to Sign Redress Bill

Call Western Union toll-free (800) 257-4900, ask for Operator 9395

and select either Message “1" or “2." (There have been complaints that this

Operator is not there, The P.C. has found this Operator is there.)
After the number of maligrams expends the $20,000 account, there will be a $3.50 charge

The JACL-LEC acknowledges a $10,000 contrnibufion from the Minoru Yasul Memaorial Fund

























	Vol.106_#22_Jun_03_1988_Page_1
	Vol.106_#22_Jun_03_1988_Page_2
	Vol.106_#22_Jun_03_1988_Page_3
	Vol.106_#22_Jun_03_1988_Page_4
	Vol.106_#22_Jun_03_1988_Page_5
	Vol.106_#22_Jun_03_1988_Page_6
	Vol.106_#22_Jun_03_1988_Page_7

