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Bush Urged to Back
More Redress Funds
than Reagan’s Bid

WASHINGTON — Rep. Norman Y.
Mineta, (D-Calif.), and seven other
Members of Congress sent a letter Jan.
31 to President Bush urging the new
president to offer a higher level of
funding for the redress program in his
1990 budget than the $20 million prop-
osed by outgoing President Reagan.
“We strongly urge you to propose
in your budget and to support a higher
level of funding for this important pro-
gram,” the letter said. “The eligible
individuals to be compensated under
Mr. Reagan's proposal would total
1,000 which is also estimated to be far
less than the number of eligible indi-
viduals who will die during that same

year.

Other signers of the letter include:

Patricia Saiki (R-Hawaii), Bamey Frank (D-
Mass.), Don Edwards (D-Calif.), Robert Mat-
sui (D-Calir ), William Coyno (D-Pa.), Frank
Horton (R-NY), Newt Gingrich (R-Ga.), Con-
stance Morella (R-Md.), and Ben Blaz (R-
Guam),

An estimated 60,000 are eligible
under the Civil Liberties Act. The
legislation creating the fund allows up
1o $500 million to be allocated to the
trust fund per fiscal year..

Social Worker Relates
Stockton Tragedy to
JACL National Board

SAN FRANCISCO — Calling it “the
most tragic incident in the Southeast
Asian community since we came here
in 1975—maybe for Asians since
WWIIL,” Vu-Duc Vuong spoke on Feb.
4 to the National Board meeting of the
JACL about the Stockton shooting that
injured 30 and killed five Southeast
Asian children.

Vuong, the executive director of the
Center for Southeast Asian Refugee
Resettlement in San Francisco, was in-
troduced to the board by Floyd
Shimomura, a past JACL national
president and chairperson of the Anti-
Asian Violence Committee. Vuong re-
lated how 30,000 Southeast Asians
have settled in Stockton since 1982,
and since that community is young, it
1s not very well assimilated.

As a result of the tragedy, an ad hoc
committee of Vietnamese, Laotians
and Cambodians got together for the
first time in an attempt to make some-
thing positive out of something nega-
tive, according to Vuong.

Vuong also related how, after the
shooting, it was important for South-
east Asians to have political figures
from Sacramento attend the funeral
services and to then get Southeast
Asian social workers to Stockton to
get a needs assessment.

Continued on Page 2
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Bill Yoshmo Selected as the .IACL s National Director

Pacitic: Citizen Photo By George Johnston

A NEW CAREER—BIll Yoshino, right, was presented a plaque for 10
years of service to the JACL Feb. 5 by JACL National President Cressey
Nakagawa at the JACL National Board meeting. Nakagawa also an-

nounced Yoshino's selection as the new national director of the JACL.

National JACL Board Motions
from the Feb. 4 & 5, 1989 Meeting

SAN FRANCISCO — The following

are motions from the National Board

meeting held over the weekend at

JACL National Headquarters. The first

name is the person who made the mo-

jon; the second name who seconded
motion.

(Hokoyama/Yasuhara)Move to eliminate the
“at will” clause in the personnel manual. Vote:
Unanimous,

(Hokoyama/Hasegawa)Move that the Na-
tional Board direct the Long-Range Planning
Committee to also consider in its study, the
feasability of restructuring the national organi-
zation and national & regional office including
the relocation of national headquarters. Vote:
Unanimous,

(Yasuhara/Hasegawa)Move that the National
Board approve the National Youth Council Pro-
gram agenda in principle and that $5,000 be
allocated from appropriate funds, including re-
stricted funds for the 1989 Youth Program.
Vote: Unanimous.

(Ikeda/Yasuhara)Move that the personnel
manual provide that the National Director have
the ultimate hiring authority as to JACL em-
ployees with input of the personnel committee
in the selection of professional staff and district
council as to its respective dirctor in an advisory
capacity only. Vote: Carmied. Opposed:
Hayashi, Hokoyama, Tokeshi, Umino.

(Yauhara/Hasegawa)Move that the U.S./
Japan Education Committee report to the na-
tional president rather than the national v.p. of
public affairs as has been done in the past.
Vote: Unanimous.

(Tokeshi/Hokoyama)Move that the National
Board write a letter of endorsement for Don
Nakanishi's tenure at UCLA. Vote: Unanim-
ous.

(Hokoyama/Nakashima)Move that the Na-
tional Board approve the creation of the “JACL
Fund” and direct the Ways & Means Committee
to develop a strategic plan to bring for approval
1o the May 1989 National Board meeting. Vote:
Unanimous,

(Kinoshita/Sakaguchi) Move that the Na-
tional Board & $20.000 of the Min Yasui
Fund donation to be allocatied to the production
of the videotape on JACL's role in redress; the
project to be a joint effort of the National JACL
Committee and the Ways & Means Committee.
Vote: Unanimous.

(Hokoyama/Hasegawa)Move that the Na-
tional Board resubmit the names of Jemy
Enomoto and Lillian Kimura for appointment
to the U.S. Civil Rights Commussion. Vote;
Unanimous.

(Nakashima/Hayashi)Move that the appoint-
ment of National Commitiee chairpersons as
presented by the national president be approved.

Vote: Unanimous.

(Yasuhara/Nakashima)Move to approve op-
tion #1 as approved by the presidential select
committee. Vote: Unanimous.

(Kinoshita/Ikeda)Move that JACL adopt the
proposed standards for JACL participation in
legal issues. Vote: Unanimous.

(Hokoyama/Kinoshita)Move to adopt the re-
quest from the American Friends Service Com-
mittee that JACL sign on as a friend of the
court. Vote: Unanimous.

(Hokoyama/Yasuhara)Move that JACL file
an appropriate  endorsement in  Mitsue
Takahashi's petition to the U.S. Supreme
Count. Vote: Unanimous,

By George Johnston

SAN FRANCISCO — Bill Yoshino
was selected as the new national direc-
tor of the Japanese American Citizens
League (JACL) Feb. 5 at the National
Board meeting. Yoshino, who was the
JACL Midwest District regional direc-
tor, had served as acting national direc-
tor since the resignation of Ron Waka-
bayashi, who preceded him.

Yoshino, who has worked for over
10 years as a JACL employee, was
one of two people vying for the posi-
tion. Yoshino, who resides in Chicago,
still hasn't decided on whether or not
he will move to San Francisco. “One
of things that | have to determine is
the extent to which the situation be-
comess ‘doable’ from a location out-
side the headquarters in San Fran-
cisco,” said Yoshino.

Yoshino didn’t speculate upon how
his management style will differ from
that of Wakabayashi, instead concen-

trating on how he will strive for the
betterment of the organization and
serving the wishes of what the national
council.

As for priorities, he said, “We've
got to look at the program for action

. the kinds of issues in there have
to do generally with civil rights, they
also have to do with the membership,
the providing of certain kinds of mem-
bership services. My responsibility in
that whole arrangement is to provide
proper staff support to the various com-
mittees and to that extent, we will en-
deavor to do that.”

Asked about his working relation-
ship with JACL national President
Cressey Nakagawa, Yoshino said,
“It’s an excellent relationship. Cressey
and [ have been able to set up an com-
mon agenda and have been able to
work together exceedingly well.”

Continued on Next Page

Guidelines for JACL Participation,
Involvement in Legal Issues Adopted

SAN FRANCISCO — Guidelines for
JACL participation in legal issues were
adopted Feb. 4 at the JACL National
Board meeting. According to Don
Tamaki, national JACL legal counsel,
one of the questions JACL has to ask
before deciding to co-sponsor some-
[h;l‘ng is, “What does JACL get out of
i”

The guidelines, which were ap-
proved unanimously, were to deter-
mine “in a principled way those issues
that JACL should participate in, and
those issue that that should fall by the
wayside."”

In the future, all four elements must
be present at some level before JACL
decides to take the legal issue. The
four elements are:

1) The legal issue must be consistent

Continued on page S

NEWS IN BRIEF

Michael Armacost Named as U.S. Envoy to Japan

WASHINGTON — The Bush administration has nominated Michael H. Arma-
cost, 51, a senior State Department official, as the next ambassador to Japan.
He was to have been named to the post in the final days of the Reagan
administration but it was eventually withdrawn because of Emperor Hirohito's
illness and Reagan’s political problems with the Senate. The announcement
was made Jan. 31. Armacost, a career diplomat, once worked as a foreign
service officer in the U.S. embassy in Tokyo and taught at International Christian
University. He will succeed recently retired Mike Mansfield, who served as
ambassador for 11 years.

Japanese Prime Minister Spends Weekend in L.A.

LOS ANGELES — Japanese Prime Minister Noboru Takeshita culminated his
U.S. visit this past week with stops at the Roy Sakioka Farm in Orange County
Saturday (Feb. 4: it was raining so hard that the visitors were unable to see the
farm on foot), the Japanese Retirement Home in Los Angeles on Sunday and
a visit with Ronald Reagan the next day. The prime minister was the first
foreign dignitary to call on the new president, George Bush, at the White House
Feb. 1.

Store Signs Will Show a Bit More English

MONTEREY PARK, Calif. — Concluding months of study and intense public
debate, the Monterey Park City Council unanimously revised its sign ordinance

to require slightly more English on commercial signs. The new ordinance of .

Jan. 23 calls for either the name or nature of business to also be in English on
the-same sign. The mayor had favored more English in the numerous signs of
Asian businesses.

Addresses of Ex-Internees Outside U.S. Sought

WASHINGTON — A press conference has been called by the Office of Redress
Administration, with acting Assistant Attorney General for Civil Rights James
P. Tumer, and ORA administrator Robert K. Bratt, for Feb. 15 at the National
Press Building to brief the Japanese press corps here as part of a concerted
effort to reach individuals now residing outside of the United States that may
be eligible for redress under the Civil Liberties Act of 1988. Information is also
being made available at the U.S. embassy and its consulates in Japan and Canada.

with the purpose of the JACL; 2) there
should be some minimum contact or
connection with the party requesting
assistance or support; 3) JACL's par-
ticipation in a legal issue must be in
proportion with its resources, taking
into account the level of importance
of the issue with respect to criteria
number |; and 4) the legal issue should
involve either a legal impact or an edu-
cational impact beyond the individual
or party involved in the litigation.

A statement at the end of the
guidelines stated, “In order for the®
above criteria to work, there must be
some flexibility with respect to the ap-
plication. However, it seems desirable
to have all four criteria present,
perhaps in varying degrees, but present
nonetheless in any single legal issue
that JACL takes on. Furthermore, the
criteria above are not intended to cover
every possible situation but instead
should be used as a guide and a refer-
ence point in determining JACL posi-
tions on legal matters now and in the
future.”

JACL Support

In a related matter, the National
Board passed a motion in support of
the right of Mitsue Takahashi to a fair
trial. Takahashi recently petitioned the
U.S. Supreme Court to hear her case.
In 1980, she was dismissed as a school
teacher in the Livingston Union School
District for incompetence, Her current
lawsuit involves charges of discrimina-
tion.

The board also unanimously passed
a motion to write a letter endorsing the
tenure of UCLA assistant professor of
Asian  American  studies Don
Nakanishi. Nakanishi has been em-
broiled in a battle for tenure at the
school. The board also passed a motion
to file a friend of the court brief for a
lawsuit filed by the American Friends
Service Committee.

REDRESS TOLL-FREE
HOTLINE

(800) 228-8375

9:30 am-6:00 pm Eastern Time
English / Nihongo
Department of Justice
Office of Redress Administration
P.O. Box 66260
Washington, DC 20035
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