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Lots to see and do
at 1994 convention

By CLAUDIA H, NAKANO
Special to the Padific Citizen
Besides JACL activities,
what’s there to do at the
Aug. 2-7 the 33rd biennial
national JAEL convention
in Salt Leke City, Utah?
The answer is: a lot. Ini
conjunction with atten-
dance at the convention,
the Mt. Olympus Chapter,

“nearly 7 times as salty as

any ocean. Visitors cen-
ter, gift shop and marina.

@ Historic Temple
Square—L.D.S.(Mormon)
Church center, featuring
daily concerts and tours
for visitors.

® Kennecott’s Bingham
Canyon Copper Mine—
Observation deck over-

JACL, and the Salt Lake looks spectacular vistas of
gz and Wasatch Front' the world’s largest man-
pters, suggest you also made excavation.

taketheopporwniyt;‘tlnne @ Mountain hiking/pic- | SPEAKERS—Ron
ome of the historical sites  nicking—Five alpine can- | Wakabayashi,  abové,
and unique attractions in yons east of Salt Lake pro- speaking at a Jan. 28 PSW
the area, including: Vide scenic drives, picnic gVB"‘- commented on the

® GreatSalt Lakehasa areas and campgrounds. C controvarsy before in-
saline content of 5% (mini- @ Mormon Tabernacle g,ogé"'"% VZCLS Na::nal
mum) to 27% (maximum), See EVENT/page 3 irector Randy Senzaki, at

right

Wisconsin politician uses racial slur-

For somg the war isn't over. Vietnam
veteran and Wisconsin State Sen. David
Zien (R-Eau Claire) drew angry protests
when he repeatedly used the word “gook”in
a 1993 Veterans' Day speech before at
Bloomer High School, reported the Mil-
waukee Journal.

The state senator used the term when he
was describing how his Marine unit was

; .
Earthquake relief

Above the epicenter of the Jan. 17
Northridge earthguake, the San
Fernando Valley Chapter, JACL, has’
set yp a fund to help earthquake
victims.

“We have found that the Asian
American community tends to get
overlooked in relief efforts. We will
be coordinating our efforts with other
Asian American service agencies,”
-dznidmldmyamom,c}mpm;:mni-

t.
Send checks to: San Fernando

{,nuunr, 7820 Satsuma oy Sur}
alley, CA, 91352. A

overrun by North Vietnamese soldiers. Af-
ter the speech, one student, who was later
disciplined, used the termand an expletive
to describe Asians. A number of teachers
walked out during the speech. The JACL,
State Sen. Joseph Wineke and a number of
teachers have called on Zien to apologi

Speaking at PSW
reception for JACL .
National Director Randy
Senzaki, Ron Wakabayashi
calls PC ‘an

abomindation that must

Photo JEM LEW

Former JACL national director
takes critical stand against PC

By GWEN MURANAKA
PC assistant editor

LOS ANGELES—Ron Wakabayashi, ex-
ecutive director, Los Angeles City Human
Relations Committee, speaking at the Jan.
28 Pacific Southwest welcoming reception
for Randy Senzaki, JACL national direc-
tor, had harsh and critical remarks about
Pacific Citizen's recent coverage of a'speech
by Paul Shinkawa saying, “It’s an abomi-
nation iha.Q got to get fixed.”

Wakabay#shi, who was JACL national
director from 1981-1988, was the emcee at
the event and his extended remarks were
made before his introduction of Senzaki.

“I’s unfair to Randy to be put into this
spot,” said Wakabayashi, adding that there
has been a great deal of “staff-bashing” in
PC.-Wakabayashi praised the JACL staff
for their dedication to JACL and its civil
rights agenda.

C ing about former Pacific Citi-

JACL Youth
announce 1st
Vision Awards

The Japanese American Citizens League

Bill Yoshino, JACL midwest regional di-
rector, said that to date there has been no
apology from Zien.

“Part of the problem is that the media
has characterized Zien askind of a goofball.
These incidents need to be taken seriously,”
said Yoshino.

Zien justified his use of the slur saying,
“In the jungles of Vietnam, the enemy were
only called ‘gooks,’ just as the enemy in
Europe were called Krauts.’ I explained
the term had no racial connotations for me
and was the only word used in Vietnam for
the enemy that was killing our friends.”

Condemning the use of racial slurs,
Yoshino said, “The use of these tepms can
cause entire groups to feel fearful, unpro-

tected and suspicious of others. Their use
hascentributed to the rising\trend in anti-
Asian sentiment and acts of hate violence
/directed at Asian Americans.

*“The JACL c&lls-on you to issue an apol-
ogy. We have a real concern that the insen-
sitive use of derogatory terms risk the so-
cial fabric of communities.”

ber of the H

(JACL)'N: ] Youth Council has an-
nounced that actress Tamlyn Tomita and
disabled rights activist Liane Yamamotoof
San Francisco have been named recipients
of its first biennial Vi-
sion Award.

The Vision Award
was created to honor
young Asian Ameri-
cans who have made
animpactin theirfield
and served as & posi-
tive role model for
youth and students.

Tomita and Yasumoto o= i

will be honored at a TOMITA
noon luncheon scheduled during the JACL
National Youth Conference, “People Envi-
sioning Tomorrow,” on Saturday, Feb. 5,
1994, at the Miyako Hotel in San Fran-

cisco. .
Tomita, known for her work in films such
as “The Karate Kid Part I1,” “Come See the

Paradise,” and “Joy Luck Club,” will be
honored for her efforts toincrease visibility
of Asian American actresses on screen.

a San Francisco native and

Chapter, JACL.

Text of Shinkawa’s
speech and photo of new
chapter officers are on
page 7.

The meeting was at-
tended by 118 members.

Announce
your 1994
officers

Pacific Citizen en-

Tom Migaki and
Chapter's

By TOM MASAMORI
Mile-Hi Chapter, JACL

e
-Mile-Hi installation

Tom Migaki, chapter
president, were hosts

ing year. PC's Al
features alist-

to

New member Adele
Arakawa, a former TV
news anchor in Chicago
and now working for Den-
ver station KUSA, and

the annual Mile-Hi Chap-
ter, JACL, installation
dinner Saturday,Jan.22. \
Guest speaker was Paul
M. Shinkawa, former PC
Board chairman and -

Aboard, 2 Coral
Circle, #204, Mon-
terey Park, CA,
91755.

Y.

University of California, Berkeley, gradu-
ate, hasbeen successful inincreasing wheel-
chair accessibility , and in San Francisco
has led legal battles against local busi-
nesses for their failure tomeet handicapped
codes.

The conference, which will be held Feb-
ruary 4-5, 1994, is aimed to develop the
leadership skills of Asian Americans by
educating them about issues impacting
youth today. The conference will explore
issues such as ‘Hate Crimes,” “Building an
Ethnic Studies Program,” “Promoting Posi-
tive Images of Asian Americansin the Me-
dia,"*Bridgingthe Gap,”“Asi dAIDS.”
and “Political Empowerment.” ,

Former Marine Bruce Yamashita, who
was “disenrolled™following several inci-
dents of racial discrimination, will give the
keynote address on the conference theme,
“People Envisioning Tomorrow.”

The on-site registration of the confer-
ence (including the award luncheon) is $15
d $25 for d The
public is welcome and registrations will be

* accepted at the door. Information or to pre- -
registration: Janelle Sasaki at JACL na-
tional headquarters at (415) 921-5225 or
fe coordinator Kimi Yoshino‘at

for

(916) 757-1556.

zen chair Paul Shinkawa’s call to “reclaim
JACL,” Wekabayashi said, “Nomatter what
you hear from a certain house organ, the
staff of JACL and members of this organi-
zation don'’t have te reclaim it, they own it
and are doing quite well, thank you.”

In a Jan. 31 telephone interview,
Wakabayashi said that PC’s coverage of
the Shinkawa speech at the Jan. 22 Mile-Hi

llation dinner was unbal d and he
felt all it would do is further increase ten-
sion within JACL.

“One, a speech in the Mile Hi Chapter, by
anybody, would be tough to be éalled front
page news. Two, the extensive coverage
with the man on the street reaction on the
inside—it’s not balanced,” said
Wakabayashi.

“It didn’t warrant that level of coverage
and only served to fuel the conflict. Maybe
it's a get-back for something else, I don't
know,” said Wakabayashi.

The former national director criticized
Shinkawa for over-simplifying the issues
facing JACL.

“Asian Americans, not just Japanese
Americans, are entering a period with great
potential for vulnerability, violence. There
is an exposure that sits there. To pull the
organization back to a narrow definition, to
a cultural nationalist definition, is danger-
ous,” said Wakabayashi. . 5

On the issue of Pacific Citizen, conflict
overits role, Wakabayashi was pessimistic
that current tensions can be amicably re-

¢ | wish that there could
have been earlier
conversations, but it’s
gotten beyond where it’s
repairable.-Maybe it’s
time for JACL and PC fo
get a.divorce. . .?

—Ron Wakabayashi

solved, strongly suggesting that PCbe sepa-
rated from JACL.

] wish that there could have been earlier
conversations, but it’s gotten beyond where
it's repairable. Maybe it's time for JACL
and PC to get a divorce—when two parties
have gone too far away from each other,
there should be a divorce and try tosettle it
as cleanly as you can without pulling the
kids (the JACL membership) back.and
forth,” said Wakabayashi.

Wakabayashi said part of the problem
with PC is that it has the dual role of
newspaper gnd house organ.

“It’s crossbred too many ways. Half of
what’s in there says house organ. If Thad a
¢hoice, I'd rather get Asian Week or Rafu
Shimpo, 1 get more value[ said

See STAND/page 3
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Fawail

Honolulu

Sat. Feb. ID—JACL Honolulu “Day of
" with “The Life of the

. 8p.m., the new Kumu Kahua
Theatre, 46 Merchant St (comer of
Merchant and Alakea). Tickets: $8. In-
formation: P.O. Box 1281, Honolulu, HI
96807; 808/988-3884

Hontheast U.S.
Washington, D.C.

Sat. Feb. 26-March 2—JACL-Organi-
zation of Chinese Americans Leader

National Board
meets Feb. 12-13
in San Francisco

The next JACL National
Board meeting is scheduled
for Sat.-Sun., Feb. 12-13, g
JACL National Headquarters,
1765 Sutter St., San Fran-
C18CO.

Pacific Citizen will be re-
porting on the meeting.

Information: 415/921-5225."

ship C (JACL hm-
ited to EDC).

Sun. Feb. 27—Day of Remembrance,
8 am., Arfington Hyatt Hotel, Rosslyn,
Va. Leslhe Hatamiya, speaker, “On the
History of Redress.” [He is author of

.
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The Gift L
of the

Generations
@ Yes, | want to help byild the future for Japanese Americans.
Please accept this contribution to the “Gift of the Generations.”

0$20,000 and over 0 $5;000 - $9,999 Q$500

0 $10,000 - $19,999 1 $1,000 - $4,999 Q$200

Q Other § =

@ My contribution to the Legacy Fund: $

@ | would like my gift recorded in memory of:

(HONOREE)

@ | am unable to contribute at this time, but would like to pledge:
$ in19

» Your Name

City, State, Zip

T

JACL District/Chapter \
Please make your tax deductible contribution payable to:

/ JACL Legacy Fund

P.O. Box 7144, San Francisco, CA 94120-71“
P'IOI'I. (415) 921-5225

“Righting a Wrong,” on the redress
1

Otico
Dayton

Sat. Feb. 19—JACL charter bus 10 In-
dianapolis for *Children of the Detention

+ Camp: 1942-46" exhibit

Indiana
Indianapolis

Fri-Sun. Feb. 18-20—JACL Midwest
District spring session, , 10290

N Meridian St; information Charles
Matsumoto 317/888-8505

Wesconsin

Milwaukee
Sun. Feb. s—dACLmauguraJ party (de-
tails to be announced)

rrnizona
Phoenix

Sat. Feb. 6—JACL, Anzona general
-‘meeting, JACL Hall

Denver- )

Sat. Feb. 12—JACL Mile-Hi/Organiza-
ton of Chinese American New Year
dinner, 6 pm., Empress Restaurant

2825W Alameda Ave Information, Tom
Migaki 303/822-9593, Sumi Takeno 303/
777-1861

Hevada
Las Vegas

Sat. Feb. 12—JACL, Las Vegas' Ethnic
and

11 a.m., Cimarron-Memorial H.gh
School gymnasium. Information: 702/
228-3071

Sacramento Valley

Sat. Feb. 5—Annual JACL Flonin Time
of Remembrance, Buddhist Hall, 7215
Prichard Rd., Sacramento. NOTE—
Rreparaton meetings on 2nd Weds,
7:30p.m., Aland Mary Tsukamoto home,
9 Doc Bar Court, Elk Grove, 918/

747, exhibit of educatonal mate-
nal to remember EO 9066 will be on
display two weeks prior at Elk Grove
School District board meeting room;
Educator's morning -workshop, 8:30
am.-1p.m., Buddhist Hall; information
Ruth Seo 916/443-7746; Joanne Intani,
/o Florin JACL, PO Box 292634, Sac-
ramento, CA 95829, 916/395-7855
Sat. Feb. 12—JACL Sacramento ben-
efit crab feed. information: Toko Fujii
916/441-7900, eves 421-6968 NOTE—
All you can eat Dungness crab, pasta a
la Takehara, garlic toast, salad,
appetitizer. wine, dessert; airplane
throwing contest

“Broken Promises, Broken
Dreams,” a bilingual produc-
tionoftanka w‘nttenbyprs-
nese Americans while in in-

Poetic stories of internment
scheduied for San Jose, Calif.

adapted for productlon by |
Catherine M |

Wed. Feb. 1% Kings’
“Japanese A.msnc-n N-ghr at Arco
Arena, vs. Tickets
JACL members Betty smm‘m Kuni
Horinaka, Tom Fujimoto, Tsuto Ota,
Chwy Ito, Mike Sawamura, Lori
Fyjimoto, Mike Iwahira, Gene

Fukushima, Ralph Sugimoto, R

Sawamura, Sacramento Taiko

Dah Information: Toko Fuji, 916/441-
7900, eves 421-6968.

San Francisco
Fri.-Set Feb.4-5—Natonal JACL You\h

cisco, NOTE—Bruce Yamashita, mom-
ing speaker, workshops on Political
empowerment, Building an Ethnic Stud-
ies program, Asian-Pacific Islanders and
AIDS awareness, Anti-Asian violence,
Bndging the gap, Promoting positive
images of Asians in the Media, Informa-
ton: Janelle Sasaki, JACL Hq415/821-
5225 or Kimi Yoshino 916/757-1556,
early registration by Jan. 20, open to
general public

Sun. Feb. 5—NCWNPDC district ses-
sion, 10 am., Miyako Inn, 1800 Sutter
St San Francisco

San Jose

Sun. Feb. 6—San Jose Taiko perfor-
mance, 11 am.-3 p.m., San Jose Mu-
seum of Art, 110 S Market St 408/294-
2787. .

Sun. Feb. 13—San Jose Nikkei Singles
17th annual installabon luncheon, 11
am.. Mamott, 2700 Missiori College
Bivd., Santa Clara; RSVP Feb 3, Betty
Uchida 408/257-1935

Thu. Feb. 17—Panel discussion, "Lega-
cies of Internmenmt,” with Dr Alexander
Yamato, 6 p.m. San Jose Museum of
Art, 110 S Market St, 408/284-2787
NOTE—On the author Jeanne
Wakatsuki Houston. Hiroshi Kashiwagi
and Lane Nishikawa
Salinas-Monterey
Sun. Feb. 13—JACL Coordinating
Coundil of Gilroy, Monterey Peninsula,
Salinas Valley, San Benito County and
Watsonville program, "Day 6t Remem-
brance”, 1:30 p.m., Califomia Rodeo
Ground, Salinas. NOTE—Harry “Tar*
Shirachi, keynote speaker; reception to
follow at Salinas Buddhist Temple
Los Angeles-Orange
Tue. Feb. 8—Japan-America Society/
Japan Business Assn/Women in film
Technology Council seminar, *interac-
tive Entertainment, ‘It's All in the Soft-
ware, * 5-7 p.m., Beverly Hilton; RSVP
213/627-6217x15.

Thu. Feb. 10—Japan America Society

. professor of ESL and speech of

the College of San Mateo. It |

| during World
War II, will be performed Feb.

26 in Jose, Calif.
’l'h/e&np;en'c storieshavebeen

d by the Performance” |
Studies Division of the West-
ern States Cummumu;tmn As-
sociation.

(- ——
\

Voices from within

WHAT: ‘Broken Promises, Broken Dreams,’ a production

featuring the poetic genre of fanka.

SCRIPTOR AND DIRECTOR: Catherine Tomoko
Motoyama, assistant professor of speech and ESL, College

of San Mateo.

CAST: Catherine T. Motoyama, Warren Shelby, Akiko Soda,

Michelle Miyuki Wada.

| | WHEN: Saturday, Feb. 26, 3:40 p.m

WHERE: Club Regent Room, San Jose Fairmont Hotel, 170
S. Market St., San Jose, Calif.

COST: Free.

| INFORMATION: Catherine Motoyama, 415/574-6676.

{
|
|
|
H

heon, 11:30-2 p.m., Holiday Inn
Torrance Gateway, 19800 Vermont,
Torrance; RSVP 213/627-6217x11
NOTE—Shoichi Yamada, speaker,
*Japanesg Corporate Citizenship: L A's
Socially and Economically Disadvan-
taged Youth "
Tue. Feb. 10—JACCC art exhibit open-
ing: Mus: ki—Relatons: Koji Takei
and Jayme Odgers; DoizakiGallery,
JACCC, 244 S. San Pedro St, Los
Angeles; information: 213/628-2725,
Saet. Feb. 12—Japanese American Na-
tonal Museum (JANM) annual meet-
ing, 11:30-6 p.m., New Otani Hotel, 120
S. Los Angeles; information: 213/625-
0414. NOTE—Luncheon includes pre-
sentation of Phase Il report and Miki
Tmnmmvmnnerm.d
Sat. Feb. 12—="Blue Jay in the Desert”
storytelling/book party, 2 p.m., JANM
369 E. 1st St, Los Angeles. NOTE—
Presenting new. children’s book intro-
ducing the WWII internment story by
uu\ha M-msrmmmmsn

Southeqn California
$un. Feb. 6-—JACL Ventura County
installation luncheon -1 p.m., Lobster
Trap. Restaurant, Channel Island Har-
bor, Oxnard. NOTE—Assemblyman
Nao Takasugi, speaker.

Small kid time

Gwen Muranaka

KIMMY, A WATCHED -
RICEPOT NEVER 7oPS]

f.w.‘l—;—ﬂ'
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(Continued from page 1)
Wakabayashi.

In his remarks, Senzaki likened
JACL to & large family and said
that there are many regional dif-
ferences.

“A lot of issues we feel are im-
portant may be different from one
region to another. The staff is a
focus, & locus for issues so that we
all can bring issues together and
talk and meet the needs of indi-
viduals and chapters,” said*
Senzaki.

The national director said one of
Eh:chf‘an::;heui- conflict within

is use the organization
is changing.

“We are in transition. A ]or. of
issues that have surfaced recently
are nottobe looked at asa failure,”
said Senzaki.

He said one of the key issues for
JACL)I to bring more young and
middle-aged people into the orga-
nization and that JACL must fo-
cus on “reassessing, reaffirming
and renewing” the organization.

“No matter your perspective on
issues, | was raised torespect other
people. As much as my mother, my
mentor, taught me patience, re-
spect and forgiveness. As we move
out and network. We will not for-
get that we are Japanese Ameri-
cans-and make a strong organiza-
tion for ourchildren and children’s
children.”

The PSW district scheduled to
a Feb. 5 meetingin Los Angeles to
discuss PC and the recommenda-
tions ofadistrictcommittee formed

*T5 look into the publication.

EVENT

(Continued from page 1)

Choir—Famous 300 voice choir
offer public concerts in the Taber-
nacle on Historic Temple Square
Thursday evenings and Sunday
mornings.

® Summer activities at Park
City, Deer Valley and Snowbird.

© State Capitol—Ornate state-
house and museum is set atop
Capitol Hill allowing a panoramic
view of the valley.

@ Pioneer Trail State Park—
Main attractions include “This is
the Place” monument arid a recre-
ated early pioneer town.

Bcst Wlshu fo the

Masaoka Fellowship Fund seeks intern applicants

“The M.ih M. Masaoka Fellow-
ship Fund is currently seeking
npphelnn for its third Mike M.

ional Intern

or February through May of 1395.
The choice of fall or spring term
wxllb-nmngsdbydnmamberof
and the awardee. The

Ptqmm furt.he 1994-1995 term.

dam{hne for applicationsis May 1,
1994.

Candid must be A

office of an Asian Pacific Ameri-
canUS. mwmberoﬁ.he
U.S. House of R:

citizens, who are in at least their
ﬂurdya-rofodlageonngradunte

said Dr. H.- Tom Tamaki of
flfmornlmwn , Pa.,, chairman of the
d.

Theinternship of approximately
three and one-half months in-
cludes a stipend of $5,000 funded

the Fund.

The term will be open for Sep-
tember through December of 1994

or p

Preference is given to those
who Have demonstrated commit-
ment to Asian American issues,
particularly those affecting the

Communication skills, both wnl
ing and speaking, are important.

The Mike M. Masaoka Fellow-
ship Fund honors the late Mike

M. Masaoka for a lifetime of out-
standing public service promot-
ing justice, civil rights and hu-

man dignity.

January 1994.

The third sglectee will servein
the office of Rep. Robert T. Matsui
of California.

The major goal of the fund,
which will continue in perfetuity,
is to encourage public skrvice,
granting awardseto edudate or
train recipients for leadership in
public service.

Joe Horiye, 24, of San Diego

How to apply

Information, applica-
tions: national JACL

was the first Masaoka fellow. He
served his internskip with Rep. headquaners' 1765
Norman Y. Mineta of California. Sutter St., San Fran-

cisco, CA., 94115; or
call 415/921-5225; or
fax: 415/931-4671.

Dean Hojo Matsubayashi, 23,
of Culver City, Calif., is the sec-
ond selectee and will begin his
internship with Sen. Daniel K.
Inouye of Hawaii beginningin mid-

J.apanese
A.merican

KAMON

The Original BRONZE “].A. KAMON “

KEI YOSHIDA, Researcher / Artist

derafted Kamon, designed especially

for Japanese Americans to pass on to their descendants
A lasting, one-of-a-kind record created to commemorate
the lssei in your family!

+ KAMON RESEARCH / CONFIRMATION SERVICE
+ BASIC FACT SHEET ON YOUK SURNAME-(SendS 10w /kan writing of name.)
Mail Orders / Inquiries to YOSHIDA KAMON ART

P.O. Box 2953, Gardena, CA %0247-1158 + (213) 6292846 for Appt.

NINA YOSHIDA, Translator

DELIGHTFUL
seafood treats
®  DELICIOUS and
SO easy to prepare
MRS. FRIDAYS

Gourmet Breaded Shrimps and Fish Fillets
Fishking Processors, 1327 E. 15th St., Los Angelé, (213) 746-1307

N

s

Japanese Phototypesetting

TOYO
PRINTING CO.

309 So. San Pedro St.
Los Angeles 90013
(213) 626-8153

ESTABLISHED 1936

Nisei Trading
Appliances - TV - Furniture
SHOWROOM

706 E. First Street
Los Angeles, CA 90012

(213) 620-0882

(Carac

garac

SAN GABRIEL VILLAGE
235W FairviewAve.
SanGabric CA91776
(213)283-5685
(818)289-5674

Asian Studies

Spend a semester or academic year

in Tokyo at Temple University
Japan. Enroll in Asian Studies
courses taught in English, and
Japanese Language courses.
¢ Courses fully integrated with
Japanese students

¢ Arranged housing

Communny

SHARP PARK
RFSI'AI.IRANT

« Breakfast LM\
* Dinners (Except MonJa b&
« Cocktail Lounge Open E/g

=

Located in SHARP PARK
HIGHWAY ONE
PACIFICA. CA

P 415-355-7900
R ) R

« Studios, 1 & 2 Bedroom Suites
* Fully Equipped Kitchens

@ « Heated Pool/Spa AARP|
« Cable TV & Bike Rentals

« Walk to Restaurants & Shops

o Japanese language study

$99.50

per person. per night

Trdionalopiliy sce 18701y b e

Swing by our AAA 4-Diamond resort
and enjoy elegant accommodations,
unlimited golf (cart included) on
America's lowest below-sea-level course, plus two clinics
per day with a PGA Pro and a daily tee gift.

Afterwards, relax with fine-dining, swimming in our
naturally heated spring-fed pool, massage services, «
tennis, horseback riding, and more. Allin a climate with
an average temperature of 79 degrees.

619-786-2361

Ask for Operator 2

FURNACE CREEK INN RESORT

A MAGNIFICENT SPRING-FED OASIS IN DEATH VALLEY, CALIFORNIA

. Limited availabiliry

10/21/93-5/8/94.
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<z including Intensive Language
at the beginning level
L)
‘-—-A Law program offered in spring
semester

For brochure and application, please contact:
Temple University International Programs

Conwell Hall, 5th floor

Philadelphia, PA 19122

Telephone (215) 204-4684

TEMPLE UNIVERSITY JAPAN

‘Tokyo

1
:I...I....G.........l.l....’....'.
+ I'd like information on Temple University in Japan. §
+ Name ) s
+ Mailing address 5
:City State Zip ~
+ Home .
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Perslly speaking

‘Business
Mitsubishi Electric America
Group (of nine companies), Cy-
ress, Calif., has named Takashi
iuchi as chairman. He will
maintain his role as’ chairman/
' CEO of its main subsidiary,
Mitsubishi Electronics America.

Union Bank of California named
i i Tamagawa, 39, vice
presidentin the Office of the Presi-
dent, San Francisco. A Tokyo
University graduate in law, he
was most recently assisting with
the-Bank of Tokyo's capital mar-
kets division in Tokyo.

Courtroom

After lawyers in Colorado de-
cided to hold their annual state
bar association convention at the
Broadmoor Hotel in Colorado
Springs, some dissident minority
groups are defecting because the
city was the birthplace of Amend-
ment 2, the anti-gay amendment,
Faye Matsukage of the Asian
American Bar Association, said
members cannot in good con-
science attend because of that
city’s heavy backing for Amend-
ment 2 and the state’s English-
only law. “We don’t want to indi-
rectly support the city by our pres-
ence at zge convention,” she said.

The three-year-old Asian law
student group (APALSA) at the
University of Washington began
its new year in July with elec-
tions, Benes Aldana, president,
and stepping up its focus on the
Seattle area Asian community.
Speaking to local middle school
students about the importance of
college and about the legal profes-
sion are priorities for 1993-94.
Awards

The YWCA of Sonoma County

and the Sixth Assembly District
have honored Mei Nakano as
“Women of the Year” at separate
occasions. She was named for the
Mbly award by a committee
composed of women active in
Marin and Sonoma counties. The
YWCA ized the Sonoma
County JACi:r and P.C. colum-
nist for her work in advancing
social and racial justice. She also
organized the coalition to estab-
lish a county human rights com-
mission and has been serving as
acting chair.

Marsha Tadano Long, deputy
supervisor in administrative ser-
vices with the Washington State
Department of Natural Resources
atOlympiareceive the Governor’s
Distinguished M Lead-
ership Award for her long-time
record with the Department of
Licensing

Youth in the News

Brooke Horiuchi, daughter
of Los Angeles dentist Harvard
Horiuchi, attended the Girl Scout
Wider Opportunity travel project
and “Operation Enterprise” this
past summer at the Edith Macy
Girl Scout Center, Briareliff
Manor, N.Y

Appointments

Among the 18-member U.S.-
Japan Commis§ion on Aging ap-
pointed by Health and Human
Services Secretary Donna E.
Shalala are Dennis Hayashi,
director, HHS Dept. Office of Civil
Rights; and Sandra Ouye Mori,
executive secretary of the City
and County of San Francisco
Health Commission.

Names ini the news

Caesar Uyesaka was honored

Jan. 29 with the dedication of the
University of California, Santa
Barbara’s baseball facility in his
name. Uyesaka was president of
the minor league Santa Barbara
Dodgers in the 1960s. The Santa
Barbara Chapter, JACL, member
was also acknowledged in tRe lo-
cal News-Press. The article
pointed out that Uyesaka was
“known for slipping extra spend-
ing money into the pockets of his
players.” -
Fifty years ago, Jimmy Ura

and Helen Kawamoto were San
Diegans who, because of World
War II, were evacuated to Santa
Anita and to Poston. Arecent San
Diego Union Tribune*unfolded
their saga. This story of Poston
and his wartime experiences is
what thisactive Riverside JACLer
has been telling at schools and
service clubs. When San Diego
High School class of 1943 cel-
ebratedits 50th anniverary, Helen
was among the Very Excused Ab-
sences, a list comprise of those
who were already in the armed
forces and the Nisei who were
interned.

The Los Angeles county board
of supervisors recently appointed
Alan T. Sasaki as county audi-
torcontroller, succeeding Daniel

moto, who retired in early

3—an unusual happening cou-
pling two Japanese Americans in
this major position involving co-
ordination and maintenance of
central récords for all county
finanacial transactions, perform-
ing audits and investigations,
computation of property tax rates
and maintaining fiscal control
over tax colléction and apportion-
ment. Sasaki was a Certified In-
formation Systems Auditor and
served with the county since May,
1986.

K Imura
PHOTOMART
Cameras & Photographic Supplies
316E.2nd St., msmi;?des é‘%oon
(213) 622-3968

Los Angeles
Japanese Casualty
Insurance Assn.

COMPLETE INSURANCE PROTECTION
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i
/Fiinakoshi Insurance Agency, Inc.
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/] Sase 300 (213) 6265275
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Kagawa Insurance Agency Inc.
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Kamiya Ins. Agency
120S San Pedro, Los Angeles 50012
Sute 410 (213) 6268135

The J. Morey Company, Inc.
One Centerpore Drve. Sie 260
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(114)'562.9910 (408) 280-5551

i Steve Nakaji Insurance

(310) 391-5831
Ogino-Aizuml Ins. Agency
1618 W BL Monisbelo 80640
Sute 210 (B18) 5716911, (213) 728-7488 LA
Ota Insurance Agency
35N Lake Ave , Pasadens 1101
(213) 617-2057, (818) 795 6205
T. Roy heaai & Associates
Quality Ins. Services, Inc.

241 E. Pomona Bivd.
(@13)721-7755
Salo Insurance Agency
340 E. 2nd St 5300, Los Angeles 50012
(2196804190
Tsuneishi Ins. Agency, Inc.

327 £. 20 St Los Angeles S0012
Sute 221 2136281365
Kenneth M. Kamiya Insarance
373 Van Ness Ave. Sule 180
Tortancs, CA 90501 (310) 781-2066
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’ Two Blue Shield Health Plans
at Special Rates for JACL Members
* Choose either of two health plans: HMO or PPO

* A wide range of-benefits such as:
* Professional services and hospitalization benefits

* Dental coverage

* Medical Eye Service vision care benefits
* Healthtrac™ — A personal wellness program to

help keep you healthy

* Extensive HMO and PPO physician networks
* Worldwide emergency coverage.
* A JACL-endorsed health plan backed by over 50
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t’s been said that when Nisei meet each

other for the first time, sooner or later

they ask: “By the way, what camp
were you in.” Since being locked up in an
American concentration camp was an al-
most universal experience for Japanese
Americans, it is understandable that the
question should be raised.

Now that Nisei as a generation are well
into their sunset years, another routine
question has taken on added significance.
When you inquire*about a Nisei’s friend’s
health, it’s more genuine concern than a
routine courtesy. For proof, please note the
space given to obituaries each week in this
newspaper.

1 suppose it would be fair to say Nisei as
a group didn’t pay much ion to bal-

Thus I was interested in a booklet titled
Hints from Horizon for Healthy Living,
published by an organization called Nikkei
Horizons of Seattle. It provides informa-
tion about healthy eating in general, but
with some eye-opening data about the nu-
tritional value of some Japanese foods.
Pauline Shiosaki is the lting dieti-

g
Healthy eating—the good, the bad

By contrast to the above, shrimp and
crab (who can afford them?) pack very little
sodium but a lot of another no-no, choles-
terol. Tofu has almost no sodium or choles-
terol and tastes like it unless you douse it
with soy sauce, which has a lot of sodium.

When I was a youngster my mother not
infr ly would serve okara which is

tian, and Margaret Yanagimachi, who sent

me the booklet, coordinated the project.
Many persons with heart or kidney prob-

lems are on low-sodium diets which, in

the fibrous leftovers from soybeans used in
making tofu andlooks and tastes like coarse
sawdust. The Horizon booklet notes that
while bran these days is considered the

practice, means low-salt. One P of
salt, the booklet reports, contains 2,300
milligrams of sodium. But 3.5 ounces of
umeboshi (pickled plums) contains 6,600
milligrams of sodium, 3.5 ounces of dried

k d) 6,100 milligrams of so-

anced nutrition in their early years. They
grew ug during the Depression. For many
what they ate was less a matter of choice
than what was available or affordable. That
didn’t include much red meat, which is
frowned on these days. In any event, their
diet was not typically American. It was
more likely to be & combination of Ameri-
can and Japanese, a menu that has contin-
ued through their lifetimes.

dium; 3.5 ounces of kelp 3,100 milligrams
of sodium; 3.5 ounces of takuan (pickled
giant radish) 2,800 milligrams of sodium,
3.6 ounces of hijiki (a dried seaweed; my
dictionary says “spindle-shaped bladder
leaf™) 1,500 milligrams.

I do not know why 3.5 ounces is consid-
ered a portion. One of thebe days I hope to
find out why this is so, and how one.calcu-
lates 3.5 ounces without a scale.

best and pensive food to add fiber to
the diet, okara is better. So I guess Mom
knew what she was doing when she tried to
save money by filling us up with a tofu by-
product.

Okara, which can be dried at home (the
booklet tells you how)andkeptindefinitely,
also is reported to be excellent in baked
goods and can be used in place of bread or
cracker crumbs.

Once again East meets West. Bon appe-
tite. ® g
Hosokawa/is the formgr editorial page
editor of the Denver Poity His column ap-
pears weekly in the Pacific Citizen.
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Thanks for story on how
JAs got educational help

When World War II broke out in 1941,
one of the fallouts was that thousands of
Nisei stude: college careers were dis-
rupted as they were placed in the 10 reloca-
tion cgnters. Irf Philadelphia, the American
Friends’ Servlr.! Committee quickly re-

ponded and ized the National Japa-
nese American Student Relocation Council
which successfully enrolled almost 3,500
Nisei students from camps into colleges,
universities and trade schools throughout
the midwestern, eastern and southern
states.

It was a tremendous effort on the part of
this Quaker group, and I, as one of the
beneficiaries of that program, am eternally
grateful and indebted to the hard working
and committed members of the NJASRC
and also to the hundred of schools that
cooperated and participated in the project.
I'm sure the other relocated Nisei students
share this feeling of gratitude.

It was so refreshing toread in the Jan. 7-
20, 1994 edition of the Pacific Citizen an
article written by Judy Austin Rantala,
who was a junior at the University of New
Hampshire when she learned of the Quaker
program. She describes with touching pa-
thos her involvement on campus to get a
Japanese/American student, or two, into
the University of New Hampshire. The
numerous hurdles that needed to be cleared
were seemingly insurmountable, but to her
credit, she personally spearheaded the ac-
tion that finally resulted in two Japanese
American stud being enrolled the fol-

Sidebar

t was only a matter of time before
“multiculturalism”orits twin term “cul-
tural diversity” would be referred to as

MEI NAKANO

Mainstream Americans fear the notion
of multiculturalism, I think, in the sincere
belief that every society needs a universally

abuzzword. Iheardittheotherdayfroman accepted set of values. It’s the stuff on
admittedly conservative talk show host, which U.S. prosperity and freedom were
who, when he said it,clearlymeanttotrash  built, they say. Accordingly, “new” or “dif-
the wholeidea. That roused abunchoffolks ferent” cultures should be pressured to con-
out there to call in and register their com- form to those values—or obliterated. We've
plaints, ranging from the use of ~“seeninour historyhow thiswas playedout:
multicultural curricula in our schools'to the callous slaughter of the Native Ameri-
thenotion that multiculturalism wpuldlead  cans; Africans dehumanized; the Chinese
to the “Balkanization of our society.” “heathen” and the “unassimilable” Japa-

These voices have become incrpasingly nese cultures finally from entering

load and strident lately—on the_air, in
homes, in the work places and universities.
They come from Americans who fear the
encroach of multiculturalism on what
they see as the rock solid foundation on
which America was built. AL
What's exactly to fear? I think)it’s the

the country. A more recent example of cul-
ture-trashing is the “English Only” cam-
paign, aimed largely at the “new” Latifio
population.

But what Americans seem to f‘g‘nore is
that the hard-set, eternal, “American val-

“ism” in the word that’s thef:mb . Most ~U€s” of their minds is really a myth. Shifts
ike, the

Americans accept, andeven 0
of @ multicultural society on the surfate

in cultural values-have always occurred in
our society, the earthshaking cultural revo-

Sushi and erchiladas, after all, bring vari- ) 1ution of the sixties and seventies being a

Multiculturalism: Beyond sushi and enchiladas

e *

mission in our County, I

lowing year at the University of New Hamp-
shire.

As a former staffer with NJASRC, I can
readily perceive this kind of preparatory
work being repeated at that time in hun-
dreds of other schools of higher education
which received Nisei relocatee students. |
am thankful that Judy -Austin Raptala
came forward with memories of -her expe-
rience; otherwise, I would have continued
to be unaware of the “legwork™ done by
friends like Judy Austin Rantala and oth-

about human rightsissues at a local Rotary
Club luncheon. This organization, it seems
to me, epitomizes middle America, with its
mostly white, mostly male, make-up. I spoke
at this event about multiculturalism be-
cause human rights issues ly involve
matters of race and culture. en I had
finished, a man.rose and said: “I do appre-
ciate your coming here and giving us this
information, but personally, I don't like to
hear the terms ‘Japanese American,’ ‘Afri-
can American,’ ‘Chinese American.’ We're
all Americans, aren’t we? Why can’t we just
refer to ourselves as ‘plain American™

Uh-oh, I said to myself. Here it is again. .

Shortly Leforg, I had been involved in a
cultural awareness workshop in which a
woman had ex; d the same thingin a

ety to a boring meat and potatoes diet. pn le. It changed the landscape to
add “ism” to the term, transforming it into such an extent that our society would never
a doctrine, as it were, of embracing the be what it was before.

validity of the values which different cul-
tures bring to the table, and there's trouble
in River City.

A couple of months ago, as a member of
the newly-established Human Rights Com-

ers who enabled us Nisei in those
seemingly bleak and hopeless years to con-
tinue and complete an college education.

A resounding “thank you™ to Judy Aus-
tin Rantala and others like her — we are
equally indebted to them.

Has 7.
Assemblyman, California Legislature
Don’t dismiss those who
fight “Jap Road’ situation

I'm very disappointed that there are Japa-

nese Americans such ‘as Scott Yamazaki
See LETTERS/page 6

different way. “Why are we always talking
about differences between us?” she asked. _
soesanpeces | S Pacific Citizen
Nakano, Nisei authorof=J Ameri- The andsta : intheedito-

can Women: Three Generations,” is pres-
ently working on a book about her father.
Her column appears monthly in'the Pacific
Citizen.

rials, columns and cartoons appearing in
&almdhtdthtmﬂ'ﬂ!mdnmdonq

Opinion, Pacific Citizen, 2 Coral
Grde,s.muumwl‘:fu.nm
Letters

Pacifc Citizem welcomes letters 1o the editor.
Letters must be brief, are subject to editing and
those unpubli cn be neither WG‘
not returned. Please sign your letter but make sure
we are abie to read your name. Incude
Because:
limited space we may condense letters that are
accepted for publication. We do not publish form
kmmmmmnmm.
tions. Fax letters 10213/725-0064 ormail o Letters

to the Editor, n-ﬁ:c::;szc«ucxrde,sm
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Viewpoint

- What was;can be again—it’s up

Viewpoint is a Pacific Citizen forum for
in-depth analyses of key issues affecting the
JACL or the Japanese American commu-
nity in general. Opposing views are wel-

come.

The f ing is Paul M. Shinkawa’s
speech to the Mile-Hi Chapter, JACL, Sat-
urday, Jan. 22, in Denver, Colo. It is pre-
sented here to members and readers in its
entirety to provide understanding of the
depth and breadth of the issues and prob-
lems facing the organization today.

foll,

here have been a great many

bewildering  events  which

have occurred in the past year in
JACL. Events which seemingly defy a
sense of collective striving, community ef-
fort and scmetimes just good sense. For
those of us who have been in JACL for any
length of time at all these events appear to
be yet anothier spasm of miscommunica-
tion and petulant acts so much like many
others in our history. Yet for those of you
who have been in JACL for a long time,
these events should be raising a discom-
forting and disquieting feeling that some-
thing within our organization is seriously

Let me begin first by bringing in some
ive'on what JACL once was. In

1928 it was a fledgling association of Nisei.
The first generation allowed by law to be
citizens of this country. Its purpose was to
promote participationinthe civic life of this

By PAUL M. SHINKAWA

country by the Nisei
and thereby prove to
the majority popula-
tion that Americans of
Japanese ancestry
were worthy tobe their
equals in all things.

Asarepresentative
group of minority
Americans we were
also a minority within
ourselves. The larger body of Japanese-
Americans held mixed feelings about us
and while many silently supported us, many
also felt that we only re; nted the aspi-
rations and goals of the educated and afflu-
ent. For example, in 1942 when the Evacu-
ation was beginning, there were more than
120,000 Japanese- Americans in the West-
ern Defense Command’s jurisdiction. Fewer
than 20,000 were JACL members.

Asanalready organized group comprised
of citizens, the Evacuation gave JACL an
extraordinary opportunity to demonstrate
its worth. And we did. Yet, we did not
convince as many of our people as we might
have and divisions within our community
as a result of the Evacuation became more
pronounced, so that during the war years
JACL membership dropped to a low of
1,700

After the war, and partly as a result of
our greater assimilation within the major-

|
ity culture, and partly as a result of the rise
of singularly talentedleaders, JACL played
crucial roles in obtaining for the evacuees
in 1948 a small token measure of recom-
pense for their property losses and in ob-
taining the right of our Issei generation in
1952 to become citizens. In doing so, we
demonstrated the worth of two very impor-
tant principles. We demonstrated that
working within the existing social and po-
litical fabric of America could result in
greater benefits to us than by withdrawing
into our own sub-culture, and we demon-
strated that America was capable of feeling
remorse and redressing its wrongs against
us.

In 1978, we began the most ambitious
endeavor that JACL had ever undertaken
Japanese Americans have faced greater
n'sﬁ:, the decision togoto Evacuation camps
in a climate of war hysteria and overt rac-
ism in a time when genocidal fever gripped
half the world, created the closest opportu-
nity for outright extinction that we have
ever faced. But for JACL, the redress effort
was the greatest risk we ever undertook

The reason for that is that with Redress,
ywe placed our entire reputatiorr and stand-
g in our own community on the line. We

bled our respect and every political
ard social favor we were owed or could call
upon to try to obtain the only sincere apol-
ogy that America understands as a reality
Had the unthinkable happened, had we
failed, Japanese Americans today would be

to you

just another non-European group of immi-
grant descendants, slowly but inexorably
assimilating into America.

With Redress, JACL drew its inside
straightin 1988. With our success, I thought
that no one could-ever challenge the value
of JACL to our community nor could we
ever fail to take our place among the pre-
eminent citizens of the Republic by cham-
pioning truth, justice and the rule of law

Yet, here we are in 1994. Look now at
what we have become. When I joined JACL
twenty years ago we had a membership of
32,000.” Among an even larger Japanese
American population today we number ja
few more than 19,000 members. Despjte
that, we have increased the size of our hired
staff and we have increased their pay until
we spend almost $700,000 sach year in
payroll costs alone.

Our collective focus has changed, or as
some have said, no longer exists. Once we
fought discrimination, oted acceptance
into majority society, fought for the rights
of immigrants and sought justice through
Redress. We agreed on those goals. Now
we are interested in Pan-Asian issues, or
any issue in which an Asiah American is
involved. We have taken on issues of the
rights of homosexuals and we have taken
on the cause of gun control. Now only
segments of our much smaller membership
supports all of these initiatives.

See YOUMpage 7

NEW OFFICERS—The Mile-Hi Chapter, JACL, in-
stalledits 1994 officers at its Jan. 22 mesting. From left,
standing, are Richard Hamai, treasurer; James Hada,
Singles; Barry Kita, secretary; Charles Brook, pro-
grams, PR; Stuart Hiraj, vice president/civics; and
Andy Hamano, scholarship (local). From left, seated,

All ab

od

aré Tom

Photo: LL MASAMOR

Masamori, Redress/Legacy Fund; Sumi
Takeno, membership/hospitality; Tom Migaki, presi-
dent; Adele Arakawa, program emcee; Paul M.
Shinkawa, guest speaker; and Tanyk Shiflett, youth.
Not shown are Caroline Tu Farley, programs,PR, and
Linda Hamada, legal advisor. More All aboard on p. 7.

Voices . . . from Chicago

‘Nelson Kitsuse, Sam Ozaki, Chiye Tomihiro, .
Joy Yamasaki, and The Rev. S. Michael Yasutake

Chicago Chapter, JACL

. We support Pacific Citizen .

lhe Pacific Citizen Board and
stafl have been under at
A tack by the' JACL presi-
dent, National Board and the
JACL national staff in recent
months. We write this in support
of the Pacific Citizen's, what seems
to us, straightforward reporting
of some of the more significant
. internal struggles goingon within
the JACLleadership, about which
the general membership has. the
right to know.

- The criticism of Pacific Citizen
(PC) by the JACL Board and a
number of national staff mem-
bers became heated when the PC
published as front page news op-
posing views of whether the Ris-
ing Sun movie was racist or notin

" October, 1993. Then, there was
PC’s reporting of l-bﬂ:. Houston
Chapter’s criticizing the national
JACL leadership's lack of prompt

support of the Houston Chapter’s

fight against Jap Road street sign
in Fannett, Texas. This was an-
other point of heated criticism.
In our view, Pacific Citizen
should be commended, not at-
tacked, for its presenting of frank
reports and interpretations of de-
bates taking place at the JACL
leadership level. Tosuppress news
of disagreement among members

that would have made dull read-
ing. It would have been reporting
untruth as well.
We do not agree that PC should
be mostly a house organ. Routine
izational news are wel 2
but we want the PC be free to
report debates and disagreements
within the JACL membership.
Paul M. Shinkawa it to be com-

is unhealthy to any o
We need reporting of differing
perspectives among JACL mem-
bers, Japanese Americans and
Asian American communities.
Resolutions can come about only
as conflicting views are acknowi-
edgedand dealt with. The PC staff
huhu%luputiumﬂimwithin
the JACL leadership particularly
in the last few months and we are
grateful for that. In such a context
had PC presented “laundered”
reports for the sake of presenting
2 “united front”in the leadership,

mended when he stood by the
JACL constitution and by-laws
which apparently protect PC staff
from undue pressure from others
not to publish certain or-

(Continuéd from page 5)
and Mas Odoi who are in essence
denigrating and dismissing the
efforts of Betty Waki and Sandra
Nakata in the Jap Road incident
apparently, in part, because it is
occurring in an obscure, little
town. Principle and not geogra-
phy should be the governing fac-
tor. Perhaps they should be re-
minded thatthe JACLisregarded
by Japanese Americans, members
and non-members alike, as the
national organization represent-
ing, espousing, and defending the
interests of all Japanese Ameri-
cans. This igits raison detre. It is
because of this belief thateny wife
and I have contributed to the
Legacy Fund. If the JACL dilutes
its efforts by becoming partners
with other civil rights orgartiza-
tions, it will just be a pimple on
the hindmost part of the horse’s
anatomy and become wholly un-
necessary in the long run. That
the nation JACL should virtually
ignore the Jap Road incident is
therefore difficult to comprehend.
If it doesn’t get involved with
something like this, I see no need
forits existence. What doyou think
the reactions of the NAACP or
B'nai B'rith or the Jewish Anti-

accomplished by my writing. What
a letdown that is.

I have nothing but admiration
for Betty Waki and Sandra Nakata
for their fight to obliterate Jap
Road as a street name. Some of
their courage and tenacity ought
to infect the national JACL.

1 did not see the movie Rising
Sun as the subject matter did not
interest me. My only comment is
that as a young boy I used to see
movies of Fu Man Chu and other
movies where Chinese were de-
picted as hatchet men or as other
sinister characters and I recall
being afraid to venture in
Chicagd's Chinatown for that rea-
son and the fact that Japanese
were giving the Chinese a hard
time in Manchukuo. I didn’t want
to get axed. It never occurred to
me that ] could “pass” as a Chi-
nese. Suchistheinfluence of mov-
ies on young minds.

"Los Angeles, Calif.

The importance of
fighting “Jap Road’

Houston Chapter, JACL, Presi-

Defamation League wouldbe toa  dent Betty Waki’s call to act
Nigger Road or a Kike Road in  against the naming of “Jap Road”
“honor”on somepastblackorJew? in Fannett, Texas, in her percep-

Igrewupinacommunity w! tive article of Nov. 19-25, 1993,

we were the only Japanese fam-
ily. While I never was subjected to
any racially-motivated incident
because of my ancestry, | KNEW
that the word Jap was deroga-
tory. This word was never used in
my presence. I remember writing
to the Chicago Tribune when I
was about 15 about its using the
word “Jap” in an article. Since
then I have written many publi-
cations, television and radio sta-
tions whenever I saw or heard the
offending word. I decided that
p:'hl‘pl my single letter to the

thy items.

Itisour view thatin his support
of the PC staff’s right to.publish
what they considerimportant, Mr.
Shinkawa was “fired” as head of
the PC Board.

Weneed Mr. Shikawa's sense of
freedom of the press and respect
for the public’s right to know.

was probably being ig-
nored and so I wrote a few letters
to the JACL ahd/or PQ alerting
them to such incidents as I felt

issue of the Pacific Citizen is one
that all of us would do well to
heed. There are couple of impor-
tant points that she makes that
tend to divert people of good will
from acting to confront such act of
racism.

One is that the white people
meant well, They claim to be hon-
oring the Issei as pioneer immi-
grants in their community. The
fact that the whites in that com-
munity generally are not aware of
“Jap” as derogatory and that they
resent what they consider “out-
side interference” (that would in-
clude Japanese Americans and
dthers who have instant recogni--
tiondlhawnnuncin)only

that a word from & national orga- “points tothe pervasive: -
:i.un'an such as the JACL would  ism in our -:iety. 'H:.:ximng

ve a greater impact. I never resistance'to changing the stree
knew if any action was taken but nAme'le'toﬂuur:d'lctlu:
if the Jap Road episode isanindi- Issei names “Mayumi Road and

catipn of their zeal, then I have
serious doubts that anything was

See LETTERS/page 7
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: All aboard

All aboard is a lutmg of
new 1994 board members
of various organizations.
Send usyourlistandan in-
focus photo and we'll run
them as soon as possible.

Honolulu

President: Allicyn Hikida

Vice president of administration:
Jinny Shinsato

Vice president of programs: Gary
Tasaka

Vice president of pdblic affairs:
Charin Tomomitsu

Secretary: Heldl Meeker
Treasurer: Mark Morita

Legal counsel: Clayton lkel
Legal counsel: Owen Matsunaga

Board of directors: Stuart Recording secretary: Caryl
Asahina, Amalia Bueno, Brian Suzuki

Burnett, Karen F ponding secretary: Warren
Lorrin Hirano, Lisa Ishikawa, Cann

Arthur Koga, Gordon Lee, Membership chair: Bill Endow
Colbert Matsumoto, Mariko and Chiyo Goto

Miho, Todd Morikawa, Alan Historian: Chiyo Goto
Murakami, Helen N F : Norma

Miller, Shawn Jimmy C ity Lllllan
Nelson, Franklin Odo, 'Stephen  Morizono

Okino, June Shimokawa, John
Tamayorl, Wayne Terada, Julle
Ushio, Jose Villa, Venny
Villapando and Hoyt Zia.

Las Vegas

President: George Goto

Vice president: Ed Wakayarha
Treasurer: Clara Hamasaki

Social activities: Tom Hanlgaml
Newsletter/ads: Hana and Fred
Fukumoto -
Roster/labels: Hana Fukumoto
Board of directors: Bob Matsuda,
Vernon Hearn, Betty Atkins,
_Fred Fukumoto, Yoshie Finch,
Sets Fukuno, Jane Miyamoto
and George Peck.

(Continued from page 6)

Our current leadership is pro-
moting an crganizational restruc-
turing that will require leaders to
invest cash into JACL in order to
hold office, opening our offices to
the hlghect idder rather than
the most talented or most deeply
committed. While this'is an ac-
ceptable way to build a bdard of
directors for a symphony society,
it is simply another sign that we
have lost our way from our origi-
nal purposes. In short, we are
tilting at every windmill thatturns
our way while our support in our
own hes, our

reinforced those attitudes. We
tried to demonstrate to our youth
that by working the political pro-
cess, exercising all of our legisla-
tive skills, calling upon every fa-
vor and sense of guilt we could
draw upon in the Ameérican politi-
cal psyche and by squeezingevery
dollar we could find into Redress,
that we could accomplish the im-
ible. The lesson which they
learned was that raw power is
better to have and better to exer-
cise than the hard work and te-
diousness of the democratic pro-
cess. They have learned expedi-
ency over principle and they have
learned that the end justifies the
means. We have mndvertei ntl

financial resources are depleted,
and the once common concerns of
our own members to fight the ba-
sics of racial discrimination aré
ignored. We appear tobe takinga
league of citizens and turning it
into a private club for the i
cally correct.

ow has this happened? How
could an organization, with the
collective leadership skills and
dedication'of purpose which only
afew years ago won the Superbowl
of civil rights legislation, start to
collapse like & deflating pigskin?
The answers are com nﬁu, but I
think that they are k

enext
enhow to acquire power thhaul
teaching them the responsibili-
>=ties which flow with that power.
Now, what should we do? My
own feeling is that we must re-

- \ member and return to the very

roots of this organization. We

edge, we must focus our endeav-
ors on the issues upon which we
can collectively agree, to try to
turn JACL into a community of
common interests rather than of
differences.

In greater detail, let me tell
you what I think we must do.

First, we must return control
of this organization Yo its mem-
bers. We should do that by creat-
ingamember’sbill of rights within
our Constitution and Bylaws to
guarantee the rights of members
to the besics of JACL member-
ship. That means, that we should
have the right to a responsive

Classified Ads

TRAVEL AGENCY in Cerritos taeks a HILTON HEAD ISLAND
bilingual person. Must
have iion skills
good English mpom;nm e
ruary through mid-August. : (800) 845-8602
Call Elesnor 6212. Fax: (803) 785-2147. Il..lgoon
(310) 924-4600 Rd, Hilton Head Island
GOLF PROPERTY ANGELES, CALIFORNIA
For sale by owner. Exdlusive ¥, acres at UNFURNISHED
Pinehurst National, So Pines, No Caro- APARTMENT

lina. Situated on fairway in Jack Nicklaus
course. US $110K. Ciub

2 bdm, living, dining, kitchen, bath and

available. (201) 389-9808 or write: 46

la
1334 2nd Ave.

Gannet Court, Wayne, NJ 07470.

(213) 735-7428

5—Employment

RANCHO SANTIAGO COLLEGE

in Santa Ana, CA has full m feaching” opportunities in the following
Fire deadiine 3/14/94; Librarian &
Counselor, ueeame:v\w E lish & Art History/Ethnic Studies, deadline
3/21/84; Nursing (84% of Full ?9 ime) & Technical Director/Scene D!ocbl
deadiine 3/24/84; Chemistry & Speech Communication's, deadiine 3/28/84
salary range is $29,347 - $48,717/yr; Part Time Hourly & Substitute applpool
for Library Tech, $32.84/lecture hr; we are also accepting applicatons for
following administrative and classified positions: Director Connc: Educa-
tion, salary range $65,664-$75,684/yr & Dean Student Affairs, salary range
$75,684-$85,752/yr deadline 2/22/84; Student Services
$2.671/mo & P/T Industry Specialist, $14.89/hr deadline 2/14194;
ngvammarknalysx $2,695-$3,44 1/mo, deadline 2/16/94. Contact (714)

564-6499 for

apphcations. AWEEO/ADA

staff, responsible leaders, finan-
cial accountability and the free
press that the founders of JACL
teed to us. These prin-
ciples should be inviolate and the
basis for judging the performance
of anyone who claims a leader-
ship position.
Second, we should spend at
least the next biennium assessing
the focus and direction of JACL

%ICE OFFICER |
Metropolitan Atlanta Area
Gwinnett County is currently for Police
Officer |. Individuals hired will be general patrol

Requirements include:

for
dxmesluprmedmeundproasnymmughm
ordinances.
license, must be at least 21 snrsolnqe and successfully pass an extensive
state the

enforcement of laws and
S Diploma or GED, valid driver's

licant must be a US

ted only with aornpiebd

pmonFebmaryzs 1994

szen Excelmlbsnemspackage slamng salaryis $21,979. Resumes are

Cal (404) 822-7935 for q;phcanon or appl to: Gwinnett County
Dept. 75 Lquley Drive, Lawrenceville, GA 30245-6900 until 5:00

Human

must recall why we were created £ (oac oast f

and the methods which wereem- i o0 o g ;IndA gene
g

ployed tobring those results N sion composed ofJACLmembers

JACL is, by law, by principle, by particularly past p “ani

incbption and by all that is right, chapter: reptsentatx ves shouldbe

pd shi It d to assess the entire

P
exists to serve its members, and
its memben serve t.hemnelves by

they are answers which you md I
must face.
Vol or such

acting to carry out
JACL’s work. We as members

must take responsibility for our

as JACL exist throughout our so-
ciety. In fact, volunteer organiza-
tions do more that is valuable in

That means that
we mu-At&:t away from the notion
that J. is a group of leaders

America than simply
volunteer taskn One nﬂhe great-
est si

andagmupuffollowem.ylemust
stop d be-
tween service providers and ser-

organizations is thal they incul-
cate, they teach, the yery basics of
participatory dem to the
people who participate. The par-
ent teacher organization, theé con-
gregational church, the Boy Scout
Troop Board, the Chapter Ban-
quet Committee, each one has a
role to play in developing and
teaching the democratic process.
Totalitarian states have no such
institutions. In countries where
the yoke of oppression has so re-
centlybeen thrown off, there have
been .generations of people who
have never participated in collec-
sve dcc“i;ian-mnldng. Americans

ave. We practice icipatory
democracyatvxrma]‘]‘;!:rwylevel
of our society and tolerate totali-
tarianism at virtually none. As
such, organizations like JACL are
the very foundation of our politi-
cal and social system.

The manner in which we gov-
ern ourselves, the extent to which
we participate in decision mak-
ing, and the respect we show for
our own rules, are the beneficial
lessons of democracy we 'Igau
to the next generation.
we must continue to be respon-
sible for passing those lessons on.
We must ensure that our own’
very special institution, JACL,
remains true to its purpose, its

vice We, and that
means each of you, must act to
take back your urgﬁmzauon and
tobecome a part of each and every
decision and each and every ac-
tion. We can no longer afford to
shake our heads ngewa!k away
from a situation with which we
disagree. We each have a duty to
ourselves and each other to speak
out when we feel thata wrong has
been committed. To ask ques-
tions when we fail to receive an-
swers. Toinsist on answers when
" -none are forthcoming.
Wearean organization ofmem-

breadth of JACL and report di-
rectly to the members on the
means and directions of JACL.
While this assessment is ongoing
we should freeze our growing ex-
penditures, stop taking on new
programs and operate JACL
within its membership revenue

See YOU/page 8

LETTERS
(Continued from page 6)

Kishi Lane” paint out the impor-
tance of continuing the struggle
for change. >

Another pointmadeisthat there
are Japanese Americans whocon-
sider this controversy in that
Texas community as a “non-is-
sue.” Japanese American Nisei
and Sansei have grown up under
strong pressure to “assimilate”
into the U.S. society. Unfortu-
nately, “assimilation” has too of-
tznmemttoumfcrm tobigutryof

bers. The duu-paymg

t]

als and worki: \!
truly the members which com
prise JACL. The builders are the
. members. The sustainers are the
members. The members are the
owners of JACL. The Officers do
not own it, the National Board
does notownit. The District Coun-
cils do not owniit. ou do. Asyour
pmperty you should exercise the
ibility to inake sure that

JA reflects your beliefs, your
values and r principles, be-
cause if you do not, it will become

someone else’s organization.

Since I have pm{vu‘“

question,

about to

we return JACL toits m-mhn?
How can we preserve JACL as a

founders, and its vuludmmt\mmd'nnanm
1 am afraid that in our singu- unity? What are the nuts and
larity to win Redress, in our zeal boih solutions? In broad terms
to succeed, we inadv-mntly this is what I believe. We must,
taught some of the lessons collectivelyand from the broadest
to our next generation of leaders. ~ base of membership , Te-
It’s not entirely our fault. This assesswhat we, asmembers want
society which our parents and from JACL., We must focus on
hm.d-ohndmpt what we as Japa-
ilated into, has al mn;ho' have in

m'hhdwdupmblm Our own we are different

each other. And using this knowl-

lessons-in many ways have only

of origins (as we
say nowudayl) This would partly
explain why many minority
people, includingJapanese Ameri-
cans, are hesitant to combat rac-
ism that manifests itself in vari-
ous subtle and blatant ways in
our U.S. society. Where we are
divided with our Japanese Ameri-
cans friends on this issue, we find
ourselvesconfronting them as well

for their navmmodnhon to racist

quite unpleasant. Particularly in
relatively polite society, it is not
easy to raise our voices to protest
against injustice, but protest we
must, .and- I sincerely hope that
ali JACL chapters will join and
continue the struggle of the Hous-
ton Chapter until the name “Jap”
is eliminated. Perhaps in the
course of the continuing

the hidden racist nature cl‘le
naming would surface more
clearly b\the point where the
change would come about.

S. Meckael Yasutake
Evanston, Tl

FIRST-PLACE

MANUFACTURING

PURPOSE AND PARTICIPATION
every discipline is a recognized achievé and team contributor. Our strong culture and value-

HEWLETT-PACKARD REWARDS
YOUR UNIQUENESS

At Hewlett-Packard, every expenenced employee in

ENGINEERS:

that is 3 model for blsmesses on 3 global scale

mwwwmwmmm«m )

mmmm.mﬂmnmem people live and work.through a work system

Ry they

fields and white rivers here in Boise, Idaho.

* Pluency in Japanese
* BSME or equivalent
o Sk years of related expenence

Response Center MS 20APP, At Boise Site
Ad #0347, 3000 Hanover Street, Palo Alto, CA
94304 Hewlett-Packard Company is an equal
opportunity/affirmative action employer. -~

profit sharing and employee stock ownership, plus  chanct to relocate 10 the-land of green

Production Engineer -

We have an opening for a manufactunng engineer to work on our laser pnnter production
engineering team. In addition 1. #chnical support, Japanese-speaking skills are required for
communscation with supphers in Japan Other essential skills include:

* Strong manufacturing background
* Good troubleshooting Talure analysss skills
* SPC and Design for Manafacturability experience

+ Pamiliarity with 2 range of manufacturing processes
Send your resume for confidential feview to: Hewleti-Packard Company, clo Invb)m

Japanese-Speaking

HEWLETT
PACKARD

(¢
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West L.A.
Travel
Program

Administered by
WLA Travel, Inc.

For JACL Members,

Family & Friends

Travel Meetin
Sat., Feb. 19, 1994

PLEASE NOTE: Movies, slides, fel-
lowship renewal with tour compan
ions, and refreshments, every third
SATURDAY ofthemonth, 1.30p.m

atthe Felicia Mahood Center, 11338
Santa Monica Bivd. (at Connth Ave ),
WestLA

1994 Group Tours

YOU

(Continued from page 7)

base. The waste of resources, tal-
ent, and money must stop!

Third, we must strive toachieve
some measure of unanimity and
consensus not only amongJACL

security contracts for its stafl
which render National Council
authority over budgets meaning-
less, of having investment stan-
dards for its trust funds which
allow greater risks than are com-
monly acceptable among most
non-| pmﬁtmgammnonn,ofspend

ing the income from our trust
funds to such an extent thal the

docmon—mlbng while merely
talking in democratic

Saying one thing and doing an-
other is the very essence of send-

ing the wrong messages to our
leaderl}up and our succeeding
generation:

The founden! of JACL have left
us a proud and admirable legacy.
They left for us an orgmumnon
with a T

members, byt umong Ji
Americans who are not members.
We cannot continue to foster elit-
istand ywith-
out constricting our own ability to

- achieve. We cannot continue to

become an ever smaller minority
within a minority and still claim
to be representatives of Japanese
Americans. Consensus-building
is.a much over-used term in these
days of Total Quality Manage-
ment ‘and Quality Circles. Yet, it
is one of the oldest techniques of
leadership ever employed in
JACL. The practiceisa skill which
has been forgotten at the highest
levels.

Fourth, we must review and
assess our current financial struc-

value ofour are depleted by
time and inflation with no real
growth, of allowing financial
transactions to take place which
anreqmredwhnvememberuver
sight, but in reality have none, of
making promises to members as
to how"donations are to be spent
and then breaking them, and of
exposing our considerable trust
assets to unmanaged liability
risks. I call hefe for a total man-
agement, performance, and ser-
vice audit of National JACL op-
erations and structure

Fifth and finally, decisions of
JACL must be made as a result of
consultation with the members
and the chapters. Chapters have
done it internally since JACL was

history of nccomphshmen and

a potential for a bright fulure.
We as members and Japgnese
Americans, should not squander
that legacy by practicing self-in-
dulgingand self-servingexercises
of hubris. It is time for meml{ers
to speak up and spegk out. Itis
umfﬁ: vote, mth)out}-ballom and
your checkbooks if nece: ,and
itis time to take back your ACL.

One of the many risks in invit-
ing a lawyer to speak is we are
much better at asking questions
than giving answers. You have
seen tg:m tonight. I ask your par-
don for closing with an ancient
Chinese proverband one last ques-
tion. “A journey of a thousand
miles begins with one step.” Who
among you will take that first
step? )

is to exchange those cultural val-
-ues and behavior thatare humane
and life-giving rather than having
the dominant society force-feed us
theirs.

Pve a feeling that most of us
think things are okay as they are.
We are, after all, of Middle
America, reasonably comfortable,
and our children appeer to have a
good future. But let me ask you to
ponder the following:

1) I can turn on the TV or-read
the front page of the paner and <ee
a representative number of my
people.

2) When I am told about our
national heritage or about our “cul -
ture”or “civilization,” it is assumed
that people of my. group helped
make it what it is.

3) I can be pretty sure that my
children are given educational
materials in school that sup
the history and experience of my
group.

4) I can retain the cultural val-
ues of my group without experi-
encing any penalty in work or in
relationships in my daily life.

My guess is that your answers
are mostly “no” if you're like me,
American. And I'm hop-

0 Exotic Borneo, Bali & e
Hong Kong Tour ture and strength in light of mod-  founded and it was an honored
March 16 - (Toy Kanegai) ern management principles for tradition at the National Head-
#3  Priceless China & non- profit organizations. JACL quarters as well. The rmmcles of
Hong Kong Tour cannot go into the next century modernelectronic tion
(.::m 3.;”“' 4 and still perpetuate the practices  belie the old excuses that it is not
#  Jaspan Blossom Tour of having a Board that does not  timely nor economical to consult
March 31 - Apr 11 get to approve its own National  on a nationwide basis. We cannot
(Yuki Sato) Director’s salary, of having job continue to practice oligarchical
#4A  Special Cherry
Blossom Tour | UR
& s‘g;“‘" 21 oy Kansgs) (Except tax & meal) » Departire until March 31, 1994
Hong Kong Tour ACCOMODATION
April 11+
i (T’:,'m .(,ﬁ,,m,o, Minimum 4 PEOPLE DEPARTING EVERY TUESDAY
#5A 9 Day Washi Also avail.- tour Japan Inland & Hong Kong, China, Fiic
9 Dey Weningion TRAVEL PLAZA 310) 6318113 + (800) 869-475¢
L April 11-19
#6  Heritage of America Tour (8
Rl 2 - May 2 (e tsni) | || UPCOMING 1994
‘\7 ::"l‘]’;l;“’" Gartyoa Toue ESCORTED TANAKA TRAVEL TOURS
(George Kanegsi) EXCEPTIONAL VALUE - SELECT TOURS
#8  Ozark, Branson & JAPAN SPRING ADVENTURE (inciuging Takayama Fesival, 14 cays) APR 10
Missouri Tour NEW MEXICO & {AS VEGAS (10 gays) APR 26
May 03 - 10 (Yuki Sato) GREEK ISLAND CRUISE & TOUR (11 aays) £ MAY15
#8A  Satsuki Japan Tour CANADIAN ROCKIES-VICTORIA-(& cays) JUN 22
May 16 - 26 (Rey Ishii) PRINCESS ALASKA CRUISE (7 cays. BISCOUNT FOR BOOKING BY 2784) AUG &
#9  Greece with Aegean Cruise ALPINE ADVENTURE (AustriaGermanySwizeriand, 16 days) SEP 2
May 17 - 27 (Bill Sakurai) CRYSTAL HARMONY CRUISE CANADA'NEW ENGLAND (10 cays) SEP 25
#10  Hawail Cruise JAPAN HOKKAIDO-TOHOKU (Sado isiand, 14 days) - SEP 27
June 4 - 11 (Toy Kanegai) EAST COAST FOLIAGE TOUR (10csys) - 0OCT3
#11 Martha's Vineyard & JAPAN AUTUMN ADVENTURE (13 ays) ...... - oCT 14
New York Tour SHIKOKU/KYUSH! =
May - (Phyllis Murakawa)
#11A Canadian Rockies
“ Juned- 11
(Roy Takeda)
#12  Central'§ Alpine Europe
(Imperial Splendor)
Jun 30 - Jul 14 (Yuki Sato) 441.0'Farrell St, Sen Francisco, CA 94102
#13  Japan Golden Route Tour (415) 474-3900 or (800) 826-2521
Jun 20 - 30 (Ray Ishii)
#14  Alasks Cruise & Land Tour
July 1- 12 (Michi Ishil)
#15  Pacific Northwest_
Adventures
Jun 24 - Jul 5 (Toy Kanegai)
#16 mhw&nuumm -
st 4 -18 . ~
(Hidy Mochizuki) { Get a head start in busmess
"7 &.um-\cw Tour A
19 - 21 (Bill Sakurai) V o
28 ‘our mmdm.zhmbfzimsusﬂpnrlmlhu&-
L w";g’m&“{) 'yp-(l2p!.lcﬁurhﬂ:hvohl Logo same s line rake as PC has
9 a/New no defermination that the businesses listed in this directory are licensed by
Fall Foliage Tour proper government authority. N
30-Oct 14 T
#20  Fall Folisge In Kcoatsetne | Sacramento,Calif. |
Oct 4 - 17 (Toy Kanegsi) ASAHI TRAVEL GLEN L. OUCHIDA
#21 3":1"7""273'..3 s.and Tour & Linsour Taavin pon[Account Vice President—PaineWebber Inc,
i ORT ] 1) G, Puciim & v 3 Parkcenter P:E: Sulte 200
Ura Nihon Onsen (sps) j st Somsy S, | (800) 625.3968 or (916) 8290900
Oct2- (Galen Murskswa) 1543 W. Olympic Bivd, #317, LA 90015 -
#23  Ozark, Branson & (213) 4874294 « FAX (213) 487-1073 __ Ban Franéisco, Calif
Missouri Tour
B Saku FLOWER VIEW GARDENS KAY GAMO, M.D.
B Ot (I,ﬂ., oueal) ) Flowers, Pruit, Winc & Family Medicine - Adulis & Childrea
e e Candy Citywide Delivery 2300 Califoraia St. Suie 163
5 o ( " ) 1001 . Wy TIdIGe Servies San Francisco, (415) 921-5762
& EPCOT (213) us‘lrl;.fm & .u‘: n“o San Mateo County, Calif.
Oct 19 - 27 (Hidy Mochizuki) = ]
#026 land Tour Dr. Darlyne Fujimoto, “l‘s‘l’wsfc’:"m‘,‘::’;"hm
) 4 n Mateo,
o m mw) oP‘:’gﬁEﬁl& ASSO::'?WS Res. (415) 347-8880 Bus. 342.7701
Nov7- n il Sekural 11420 E. Soutn Bt ConrTion €4 5070, FOX & '@pBetter
- oo Tour Ehosemss 4™ | CARSRADON T DM e,
Do George Kareoe) [TAMA TRAVEL INTERNATION
AL ;
* () Escort for tour Martha Igarashi Tamashiro Tﬂ‘;ﬁf?‘ &A' P;U?"gllf‘ﬁwh CPA
Forurmton b, win s | | oAy, [ Ao e ittt fpnie
S 32520 Ploneer Court, Sulte 3
DAV WA D n Matco, CA 84403, Tel: (415) 3569320,
gawa Law O
30N, l;:z:;:nd iw. Suite 4409 et Yok o CRNE i3
lena, CA 911 YUKAKO AKERA, 0.D
/w\ Ph: (816) 7928417 e Dol ofOptametry
-Care Provider, Fluent J;
t‘ Anchorage, Alaska y lmaum%‘g-&sl:m‘::m.m
; ‘ EST .A. TRAVEL
SYLVIAK. KOBA\’ASIH Beattle, Wash.
District Sales Mgr—World's
12012 Ohio Avenue Supplemental Health Insurance 0
Los. CA 90025 sww im0 | Jmperial lanes
et M MAguu. Complete Pro Shop, Restaurant, Lounge
FAX (310) 826-9220 g Fax: (907) 277. 2101-22nd Ave So, Seattlc (206) nszm

Shinkawa is a member of the
Houston Chapter, JACL.

SIDEBAR

(Continued from page 5)

“Why don't we talk motre about the
similarities? Wouldn't that bring
about more harmony?””

Sounds good, sounds reasonable.
But it also sounds a lot like an
arder for a menu item called “The
Melting Pot” in which all the cul-
tures become subsumed under
title. And guess what flavor domi-
nates.

My answer to both the Rotary
man and the woman in the work-
shop went something like this:
When the word “American”ismen-
tioned, does an image of sameone
who looks like me, or say, Michael
Jordan, immediately flash in your
head? No? Well, you're no differ-
ent from the majority of white
Americans (and maybe some of us
persons of color too) who do not
conjure up an image of & person of
color when they hear that word. In
practical terms, that means we
are not always at the same table
with white Americans, not shar-
ing the same goodies, unless we
have worked doubly hard or have
had a heap of good luck.

Of course we have'similarities.
We are, after all, the same species®
with the same basic needs, drives
and aspiragions, and we do share
some besic values. But we are dif-
ferentin significant ways. Look at
me. My faceisdifferent: yours.
Andbased on whatthat hasmeant
in this society, my experience in
the same environment in which
youlive hasbeen different. Rather’
than ignore that, I would hope
that you and I could look at each
other, recognize the differences
and learn to appreciate them.

And that's what multicul-

turalism is about: recognizing and
affirming, even celebrating, the
value of various cultures and put-
ting to practice a global perspec-
tive in our own back yard, so to
speak. It is tolaud the values that
each culture brings to the table. It

mg that matters to you and that
you know we need to do some edu-
cating out there. At the very least,
we can sypport the non-profit in-
stitutions which are hard at it:
JACL, which, among other things,
recently issued a fine curriculum
guide for schools about Japanese
Americans; the Japanese Ameri-
can Curriculum Project (San
Mateo) which distributes the most
comprehensive list of materials by
and about Japanese Americans;
the National Japanese American

Museum (L.A.) and the National ™

Japanese American Historical
Sociéty (S.F.), both of which issue
educational materials and spon-
sor workshops and exhibitstoedu-
cate the public around issues in-
volving Japarfese Americans.

One last word. Multiculturalism
is not about separation or isola-
tion. It is not about making supe-
rior/inferior value judgments re-
garding other cultures. It’s about
being confident in one’s own iden-
tity, encouraging the affirmation
of every culture. The great Mexi-
can writer Carlos Fuentes, said it:
“P'm convinced that cultures that
live in isolation perish and that
only cultures that communicate
and give things to one another
thrive.”
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