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M‘atsui:- New
Asian American
leaders must
be developed

By GWEN MURANAKA
Assistant editor

With the resignation of Norman
Mineta from Congress, Rep. Rob-
ert Matsui, speaking Oct. 5 before
agatheringofjournalistsand com-
munity leaders at the Union
Church in Little Tokyo, said it is
vital that Asian Americans de-
velop new leadership.

“We need urgently to develop
political leadership. It has to be-
gin immediately. We've hit a cri-
sis point,” said Matsui.

“In terms of Asian Pacific Ameri-
cans in Congress there 1s myself|
Dan Inouye, Jay Kim and Patsy
Mink. There are delegates, but
they can't vote. We in the Asian
American community will have to
come to grips with the fact that we
are not going to be here for 20
vears,” said Matsui.

The tativesharplycriti-
cized the Republican House and
Senate.

“I try not to sound partisan. But
there really is an assault on basic
values by the Republican House
and Senate. The word has got to
get out. The Asian American com-
munity has to know what hasbeen
done and how they are voting,”
said Matsui. “Ralph Reed of the

ROBERT MATSUI
Crisis situation

Christian Coalition hag said pub-
licly that he has a seat at Bob
Dole’s presidential campaign.
These are the kind of things that
have to be noted. We have a re-
sponsibility to speak out on these
things.”

Referring to the divide created
by the O.J. Simpson verdict,
Matsui said, “What happened in
the last 48 hours shows a cleav-
age. We have to have people bring
these diverse people together, I
never thought it was a problem in
the United States. After the fall of
the Berlin Wall and the conflict
between the Croats and the Serbs,
we in this country have to be sen-
gitive to race. We have to find
strengthin diversity,"said Matsui.

On redress, Matsui said that
the redress education fund com-
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For Vletna vets

Ground was broken Oct. 11 at the Japanese American Community
and Cultural Center (JACCC) in Los Angeles for a monument
honoring Nikkei Vietnam veterans killed or still missing in action.
From left, with shovels, are veterans Victor Kato, Mike Nagaoka,
Dave Kobayashi, Ken Hayashi and Gary Hayakawa. In background,
left, are veteran Vince Okamoto and Duane Ebata of the JCCC. The
memarial, which will be a smaller version of the one in Washington,
D.C., is scheduled for completion Nov. 11, Veteran's Day.

On his way out, Mineta critical
of majority Republican leaders

After over twently years in the
House of Representatives, Nor-
man Mineta left Congrm Oct. 10
;ieg:hl majori por?;itgn

ican ty,re the
San Jose Mercury News.

Sp to the Mercury News,
Mineta said, “We came here with
the idea of reform—with changes
that had to be made. But it was
done with res for the institu-
tion and love for it. The folks who
are co in here now don't like
government, And they don't like
this | either.”

Mineta resi from Congress
to become CEO of the Transporta-

tion Systems and Services Divi-
sion of Lockheed Martin Corp. in
Washington, D.C.

On the upcoming election for
his open seat, Mineta said that
Republican State Sen. Tom
Campbell, who is expected to be
the Republican nominee, would
only strengthen the conservative
cantrol of Congress.

“Pom (Campbell) always por-
trays himself as a very thought-
ful, moderate person, He's very
thoughtful—no question about it,
But when it comes to voting, he
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Leaders comment on
impact of 0.J. verdict
on APA communities

Worries, doubts,
concerns begin
to surface

By GWEN MURANAKA
Assistant editor

The aftermath of the O.J.
Simpson verdict has been a play of
images seemingly etched in black
and white. Blacks, jubilant at the
outcome, celebrate in front of the
downtown L.A. court house im-
mediately after a jury consisting
of nine blacks, two whites and one
Latino acquits Simpson Oct. 3 in
the murders of his ex-wife Nicole
Brown and her friend Ronald
Goldman. Whites, enraged by the
decision, fill the airwaves with
angry talk of injustice and judicial
reform. The media have fashioned
the verdict asstrictly a black-white
issue. But in the midst of all of
this, where are Asian Americans?
The “trial of the century” has cul-
minated inadebate over the grow-
ing racial divide in America be-
tween blacks and whites. Where
do Asian Americans fit in the ra-
cial melee leftin the Simpson trial
aftermath?

Pacific Citizen talked to Asian
American leaders about their re-
action to the verdict—but more
importantly, about the implica-
tions for Asian Americans,

“l was surprised by the verdict
Personally, I think the jury made
a political decision,”said C.J. Kim,
a Korean American community
activist in Los Angeles.

Kim said that Korean Ameri-
cans, still recovering from the 1992
L.A. riots after incurring nearly
$300 million in property damage,
were fearful that the Simpson ver-
dict might spur another riot. The
Los Angeles Police Department
had gone on tactical alert prior to
the reading of the verdict, and
Judge Lance Ito delayed the read-
ing overnight so that the the city
could prepare,

Kim expressed anger at both
blacks and whites, noting that no
one has apologized to Korean
Americans for all the damage done
by the riots, He said that there
has been a high incidence

'Those angry white
males are going fo
use this as another
launch point, Anglos
have had an overes-
fimation of how
many minorities there
are in the United
States. Their percep-
tion Is that there are
more minorities and
that they are doing
better than whites.”
—Glenda Joe

‘action and other

‘What concermns me is
that a lot of white
commentators are
blaming affirmative

race-based remedies
... | think there is
definitely a backlash.
There were reports
that some whites are
faking it out on
blacks in smalt ways

—Leigh-Ann Miyasato

riots. We're victims of double jeop-
ardy. First we were victimized by
the riot, then the City Council
would not allow us to reopen our
stores,” said Kim, noting recent
ordinances which restricted loca-
tions where liquor stores can be
apened

“Why are they pointing fingers
at the merchants? If they don't
want it in their neighborhoods,
buy them out, but don't just kick
them out. It's not fair. There are a
lot of people who have not recov-
ered,” said Kim, who pointed out
that many of those who pushed for
such changes are African Ameri-
can

“This should be a wake up call
for all Asian Americans. We have

choice but to rely on law enforce-
ment. During the riot we didn't
have that "

In Houston, Glenda Joe of the
Council of Asian American Orga-
nizations said reaction among
Asians will be split on the verdict
depending on their experience
with the police. She said that the
news televised Asian youth at a
local school cheering the acquit-
tal.

“If vou're a younger person,
you're Asian, and you've been
rousted by the police because they
think you're a memberof an Asian
gang, then you're going to have
less faith in the credibility of the
police. The verdict was an indict-
ment of the LAPD [Los Angeles

Paolice Department],”

of suicide and depression
in the Korean community
since the riots,

“We're powerless. The
Los Angeles Times doesn’t
even list how Asians feel
about the verdict. They
don't even care,” said Kim,
alluding to a survey done
by the L.A. Times which
queried blacks, whites and
Latinos about their reactions af-
ter the verdict and their percep-
tions of the police and race rela-
tions.

A Times staff writer Oct. 10
also questioned the absence of
Asian American perspectives.
Sheryl Stolberg wrote, “What
nbout Latinos and Asian Ameri-
cans? Who is examining their
views?”

“We're still recovering from the

harder. .
have power.'

'This should be awake-up call  Jee,
for all Asian Americans.We
have to study harder, work
. Right now, we don't

—C.J. Kim

to study harder, work harder, Get
into good schools, get good grades.
Learn from the Jewish commu-
nity. Right now we don't have
power. It doesn't matter if you're
Chinese, Japanese, Korean or
Vietnamese,” said Kim.

About the police, Kim said, “I
wish that some law enforcement
officers would be more open-
minded. Don't treat everyone asif
they are a criminal. We have no

said Joe.

who received
the Edison Unoaward
for civil rights at last
year's JACL national
convention, con-
fronted the Ku Klux
Klan when they were
threatening Vietnam-
ese fisherman in the
'80s.

“The old Cantonese Chinese see
the police like whites see the po-
lice. They haven't been rousted
and had their civil rights abused.
They've never been hassled,” said
Joe

Joe alluded to the infamous
audio tapes of LAPD officerMark
Fuhrman using racial epithetsand
said that it is time for reform in
police organizations around the
See VERDICT/page 4
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