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Three cheers for JACL

These past 17 month have been
incredible times for JACL, and for
me — a time that I will always re-
member.

It is said that a person is lucky to
be at the right place at the right
time. Friends, I believe that hap-
pened for me, the national board
and staff. I am proud 'to say that
JACL is dlive, well and kicking”™

\ Your national officers, board and
‘stafl headed by National Director
Herb Yamanishi, are generous with

want JACL to succeed and by their
actions have displayed a genuine
commitment to work as a team
with one agenda, an agenda to
serve JACL. Most important, we
are able to accomplish this because
of the encouragement and support
that our members and friends con-
tinue to provide: Thank you all and
please keep it coming!

During this biennium, CCDC
Governor Travis Nishi and
most recently, PNWDC Gova\-
nor Terence Y:

'$1.50 postpaid (U.S., Cans 7 $2.30 (Japan Al

WASHINGTON—Asian Ameri-
cans| living in the United States
tend to be younger and better edu-
cated than other Americans, the
latest profile of 9,653,000 Asians
and Pacific Islanders released. by
ge Census Bureau Dec. 9 indicat-

The numbers are based on the
March 1996 Current Population
Survey, which represents about 3.7
percent of the populadtion. Findings
include:

@ Asians are concentrated in the

Recess appointment
allows Igasaki to serve
second term as
commissioner and vice
chair of EEOC

A day after Bill Lann Lee was
named acting assistant attorney
general for avil rights, President
Clinton came through with the re-
cess appointment of Paul Igasaki as
commissioner
and vice chair
of the United
States Equal
Employment
Opportunity
Commission

(EEOC) on
Dec. 16.
Igasaki was

nominated for
his second term on the commission
on July 31 and is currently await-
ing full Senate confirmation. Unlike
the difficulties Lee's nomination
has ericountered, Igasaki is likely to
receive quick approval because he

their terms of office. They both
departed with positive com-
ments about JACL and service
on the National Board. Thank
you, Travis and Terry!

1 receive newsletters from Fres-
no, Arizona, Las Vegas, South Bay,
Ventura County,” Sacramento,
Florin, Selanoco, Wa!sonvﬂle, San
Jose, Ct Lake W

is d to be paired with a Re-

bli inee for

Igasaki has served as a commis-
sioner and vice president of the
EEOC since 1994. Prior to his ap-
pointment, he was the executive di-
rector of the Asian Law Caucus and
from 1989-91 he was the Japanese
American Citizens League's Wash-
ington, D.C. representative. He has
also worked as a staff member of
Chicago’s Commission on Human

Gardena Valley, Detroit, Pacific
Southwest District and Northern
Cgﬁfqn\ia-Wes!em Nevada-Pacific

ict.

Additionally, Joe Allman of An-
zona JACL thoughtfully sends me
the Asian SUNews. | am always in-
terested to read about each chap-
ter/district’s success stories with
theu' fundraisers and cultural activ-

Ifwu need ideas, call these chap-
ters/districts. They know how to do
it! I am sure that other chapters are
equally mn:&sful but I don't know
about them.

Drives
Congratulations to Sanm Maria
Valley Chapter’s reactivation ef-
forts under the able leadership of
President Kaz Oye. With an agres-
Santa

ing it from 53 to 97 members in a

" very short time. They believe that

they can interest and recruit moré
members.
Intermountain  District has
worked hard as well. /
If all chapters could engage this
“level of positive spirit, JACL will
increased

ng.ltumdxﬂ'm!dnnourm
personal budgets.

>

See BOTTOM LINE/page 3

An attorney, Igasaki received his
bachelor’s degree from Nerthwest-
ern University and his juris doctor-
ate from the University of Califor-
nia at Davis. @

TRYING TIMES FACE

National Publiccﬁon of the Japanese American Citizens League (JACL)

West, with 55 percent compared
with 22 percent of the total popula-
tion

@ Ninety-four percent of Asian
Americans live in metropolitan ar-
eas, compared with 80 percent of
the total population.

@ The median age of Asian and Pa-
cific Islanders is 29.8 years, com-
pared with the nation’s 33.¢ years
(“Median” means half of the people
are older and half younger than
that age.)

@ Just 3.8 percent of Asians are di-

COMMENTARY
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‘Census Bureau offers Asian American profile

vorced, compared with 8.9 percent
of all Americans 15 and over. More
Asians have never married — 34.8
percent compared with 27.5 per-
cent. About the same share are cur-
rently married and living with
their spouses — 53.5 percent for
Asians and 53.4 percent overall
@ For people age 25 and over, 41.7
percent of Asians have a college de-
gree compared with 23.6 percent of
the general population.

See CENSUS/page 4
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HAT kind of year will

1998 be for the Asian Pa-

cific American (APA) com-
munity? Needless to say, anyone
following political events last year
knows that the community received
more than its share of media cover-
age, mostly in the form of negative
coverage linked to the campaign fi-
nance scandal

Last year should have gotten off

to a celebresion for the community
for getting unprecedented numbers
of APAs out to the voting booths,
which was a due in a large part to
the grassroots efforts of the Nation-
al Asian Pacific American Voter
Registration Campaign. This pro-
ject, in which the JACL took paﬂ.
involved 19 other APA

organiza-
tions and was coordinated by the -

Organization of Chinese Ameri-
cans. An entertaining and energiz-
ing public service announcement
(PSA) video was created called
“Voice Your Vote” and brought to-
gether today’s premier actors who
have roots in the APA community. It
was shown widely before the elec-
tions and helped to get the APA vote

out.

Although APAs make up roughly
4 percent of the U.S. population, .in
over 60 ional districts, the
APA population makes up approxi-
mately 5. percent of the electorate.
Increasingly, congressional elec-
tions are decided by just a few per-
centage\points — making the APA
vote one that candidates cannot af-
ford to ovérlook.

In an effort to celebrate the com-

BILL LANN LEE

munity’s efforts to turn out the vote,
the first-ever APA inaugural ball
was held in January. Unfortunate-
ly, the excitement of having gotten
the vote out was quickly muted
when we learned about the Democ-
ratic National Committee’s (DNC)
so-called audit of contri-

‘Against AH Odds’

Japanese American’s
Campaign for

Redress © 1990

Je 22
.
APAs organize
national voice
on public policy

SAN FRANCISCO—During
the National Asian Pacific Amer-
ican Bar Association Conference
here in mid-November, over 20
Asian Pacific American (APA)
groups gathered to form of the
National Council of Asiani®acific
Americans to provide 2 “national
voice for ‘the APA community.”
Marny of the founding organiza-
tions have long felt that APAs
need a strong and better coordi-
nated voice and presence on the
national scene, and that without
such a voice, APA concerns are
not always taken into account in
the public policy arena

Elected to the interim Exec-
utive Council were:

Asian American Institute, APA La-
bor Alliance - AF1-CIO, APA Women's
Leadership Institute, Chinese Ameri-
cans United for Self Empowerment,
Chinese American Citizens Alliance,
C I Asian Pacific Ameri-

butions.

To the community, the DNC's au-
dit was simply a thinly veiled and
heavy handed attempt to weed out
“good” APA money from “bad” Asian
money. Not even donors who had
been law-abiding political partici-
pants with a history of involvement
were safe from this inquisition
Imagine how it must have felt to
those persons who, while having
contributed legally in the past, were

_now being asked for their tax

records and motivations.

It gives me some hint of what it
must have been like for a person of
Japanese ancestry to be questioned
about her loyalty to this country
during World War II

The DNC implemented several
quick-fix solutions to the growing
campaign finance scandal: Don't ac-
cept soft money contributions, (do-
nations of money that go to the na-
tional party instead of a specific
candidate) of more than $100,000,
and don't accept money from legal
permanent residents (LPR), a prac-
tice that is legal under current law.
As I'understand it, the DNC has re-
cetly lifted the ban on soft money in
excess of $100,000; however, the
more troubling ban (to the commu-
nity, anyway) on LPRs being able to
contribute is still in effect.

See COMMENTARY/page 3

New Year ushers APA hope for ‘acting’
assistant attorney general for civil rights

LTHOUGH Bill Lann Lee

got an early Christmas pre-

nt when President Clinton

named him acting assistant attor-
ney general for civil rights on Dec.
15, the gift he and the Asian Amer-
ican community are still waiting (
for is the deletion of the word “act- *

ing” from his title.

At a press conferente announc-
ing the appointment, Clinton indi-
cated that he will resubmit Lee's
nomination for full Senate confir-
mation this year. As acting assis-
tant' attorney general, Lee can

mlly remain on|the job for

>

the duration of Clinton's term with-
out Senate confirmation. But in an
“acfing” position, .concerns have
been raised that Lee is vulfierable
to Republican attacks and lacks
the full authority of his office. If
confirmed, he will have the full
powers of his office and can hold
the position even aﬁer Clinton
completes his presid

the Justice Department exen if his
nomination as assistant attorney
general for civil rights is. not con-
firmed.

: - For several months, hsesnou'u

can Caucus Institute, India Abroad
Center for Political. Awareness, Ja-
panese American Citizens League
(JACL), Korean American Coalition,
Leadership Education for Asian Pa-
cifics (LEAP), National APA Bar
Association, National APA Legal Cons
sortium, National Federation of Fil-
ipino American Associations, Nation-
al Korean American Service and Ed-
ucation Consortium, Organization of
Chinese Americans (OCA) and the
Vietnamese Cémmunity of Orange
County.

NCAPA chair Daphne Kwok of
OCA commented: “The Asian Pa-
cific American community has
taken a tremendous leap toward
empowering our community by
coming together. We are tired of
being the scapegoat for the coun-
try's immigration, welfare and
campaign finance issues.”

NCAPA vice chair J.D. Hoko-
yama of LEAP said: “We will
build an infrastructure that will
disseminate critical information
and enable the APA community
to rapidly respond to issues of
concern. Now we will be able to
firmly speak with one voice.”

NCAPA secretary Matthew
Finucane, executive director of
the APA Labor Alliance, re-
marked: “The first resolution
that NCAPA passed was a strong
statement in support for the
nomination of Bill Lann Lee to
become the next Assistant Attor-
ney General for Civil Rights. We
have a united voice to speak for
Bill Lee and we will do every-
thing we can to obtain Senate
confirmation for Bill Lee.”

NCAPA treasurer Bob Saka-
niwa, Washington JACL repre-
sentative,. stated: “Former con-
gressman Norman Mineta
pldyed a key rolt in bringing to-
gether the APA community into
this new organization. He galva-
nized organizations across the
country serving our different
populations to work together on
improving our livelihood~g' this
country. The APA community is
breaking out of its political slum-
ber in an organized and unified
manner.” B

Loretta
< t.he ‘Selanoco JACL. luncheon has

been advanced one week to Satur-
dayJan 17, 11:30a.m., at the Ana-
heim Marriott, 700 W. Convention
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Sun. Jan. 18—inaugural Banquet, soc 1al hour 3
h.m.. program 4 pm.. dinner S p.m, Porter-
house Restaurant, BOO W Layton Ave .
Milwavkee Info: Carole Shwaga "414/353-
B184. Herb. Yamanishi, speaker
Mountain Plains
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ST Lours

gural Dinner, 6 pm
7 pm dinner, Henry VI Hotel, N
Bridgeton, nfo- Irma Yokota, 314,
33 ;mm Pratt \umm(fumlmkum

tours e Tarko,
CLEVELAND

Thu. Jan. 15—Board Meeting, 6 pm Buddhus
Temple, nto Hazel Asamoto, 2169

Fri. Jan. 31—intormal ged-jogethe
Biracial Children, 7 pm  Joyce Theus
4 43

nto

Feb.
Youth Program

sat. 7—Valentingis Day_ Dance

Joyer Theus 44

bt

nto

5443
WISCONSIN

Meeting, 2 p.m., Imperial Lion, 601 fuan Tabo
NE, Albuquery: SVP. $06 each by 1
Bobby Yotsuyr 6 Rio Grande SW B7104 o
loe/Millie Ando, 505/292-1858
Intermountain

SALY LAKE CITY

Thu. Feb. 19—Day of Remembrance program
and recruting drive info Yas Tokita, B01/487

4567
Weti.-Wed., Aug. 5-12— arnival “Fun Ship”
Alaska cruise from Seattle Info Yas Tokita
BO1/467-4567

MILEHI

Sat. jJan 17—installavon Dinner, 6 pm
Renaissance Hotel, Do ver. nfo. Dr Frank
Sakamoto 303/694.4790, NOTE—Helen
Kawagoe, speaker

POCATELLO-BLACKFOOT

Thu. Feb. 19—Fiim Showng Behind, Barbed
Wire, Idaho State Univ Theater, info. Micki
Kawakami 208/234-1654 NOTE—Pant of Day
of Rememixance observance

Pacific _Northwest

PUYALLUP

Wed.-Wed., Aug5-12—Camwal “Fun Ship”
Alaska crurse from Seatthe Info Yas Tokita, Sah
Lake Chapter, BO1/4R7-4567

SEATTLE

Sat’ Jan. 31—76ih Annual Jnstallatione Dioner

Seatth Shetaton Towers. info, ncketst Elane
WTT26749, Kazzie Kadyam.
206, fefl Hattori, 206/338373

N m —Phyilis Campbell, Pres. US. Bank of
Washington, speaker

NC-WN-Pacific

NATIONAL BOARD

Fri-Sat., Jan. 23-24—National Board '-\n-mq,
San Franc i o NOTE—No Staft meeting
DISTRICT COUNCIL

Sun. Feb. 1—Distiict Counc il meeting, locale

209/948-0966

TBA .
Sat.-Sun., March 28-29. | Board meet- *
ing, San Francisco.

FLORIN

Sat. Mar. 7—16th Time of Remembxance

Flonn Ruddhist Church, Florno Prachard Rd
nfo Chrstine Umeda. 916/427-2841. joanne
Intani, 916/935.7944 NOTEDr  Yuzuru
Takeshita, speaker

MONTEREY PENINSULA

Fri., Feb. 6—installation Dinner Cavanaugh s

on Fremont Blvd. nckets. Kaz Matsuyama,
408/049-0704 NOTE Di Rich Kizinan
Monterey Peninsula pe. speaker Dr
David Yamada, MC

RENO

Sun. Mar. B—Teryaki Binner Into Sheldon
thara, 702/747- 3886

Sat. May 9—50th Annwersary (elebration
Into Cynthia Lu, 7028276385
SACRAMENTO

Sat. Feb. 21—Annual Crab Feed, Buddhia
Hall. tickets: Toko Fupn, 916/421-0328 NOTE
Anplane. flying contest, trofitwes

Sat. Feb. 28—Day of Remembrance & Senior

Appreciaion. Sacramento Japanese United

Methodisy Church. 6929 Franklin Bivd Info
Toko Fujli 916/421-0328 NOTE— Gifts for se-
niors 80 and over, potluck

SAN FRANCISCO,

Tue. Feb. 3—Chapter Meeting,
Sutter St Info: 415/273-1015 -
Sat.-Sun., Feb. 21-22—Day of Remem
brance.Yerba Buena Cir. evening program
730 pm. Sat afternoon program, 2 p.m. Sun
Tickets 415/978-ARTS

Tue. Mar. 3—Chapter Meeting. 7 pm
Sutter St info 415/273-1015

Thu. June 25—Smithsonian traveling exhibit
“A Mate Perdect Union, "San Francisco Man
Library

SAN MATEO

Sat. Jan. 31—installation Dinner, ¢ pm bar
45 dinner. Holiday Inn Crowne Plaza, 600
v Hodingame. Infor Ted Yaroagishs
419, RSVP 650/¥43.2793 by 1720
NOTE Wendy Hanamura, speaker

Sun., Mar. 1— Fostmark deadline for scholar
ship apphecatons Info. George Tkuta, 650/358
9601

STOCKTON

Sat. Feb. 21—70th Anniversary Celein
430 p.m social hour & photo display, 6 pm
dinner & program, Stockion Buddhist Temple:
RSVP by Feb 9 Info Atho Yoshikawa

7 pm.1765

on.

Central California :

DISTRICT COUNCIL
Fri. Feb. 27—Ist Quarter Meeting (Reed-
ley)info: Patricia Tsai Tom, 209/486-6815 =

Pacific Southwest -

. 19—Smithsonian  Institution's
traveling _exhibit. “A More Perect Union,”
Phoenix PBblic Library

ARIZONA

Sat-Sun., Feb. 21-22—Matsuri Ofestival of
lapan, Herttage Square, 7th St. & Monroe. Info
Chick Matsimoto, 602/973-3128

Sun. Mar. 1—Scholarship application deadine
tor high xlml seniors. Info: Kathy Inoshita
602/937-54

Sat. Apr. 75— Scholarship Awards Banguet
noon, Beel Eaters Restaurant 300 W
Camelback. Phoenix. Info. i Richard
Matsuishi602/934-3340

LAS VEGAS

Sun. Jan. 18 (tentative)—insiallation Dinner
Info: 702/382-4443
RIVERSIDE
Sun. Feb. 8—30th Anniversary Celebration, |
pm., University Club, UC Riverside campus
Info: Meiko Inaba, 909/682-8116
SAN FERNANDO VALLEY
Sat. Jan. 24—56th Annual Installation Ban
quet, Artel Plaza Hotel, Van Nuys; Tickets
Sam’ Uyehara 818/886-4930, Marion Shige-
kuni B18/893-1581 NOTE—Attomey Angela
Oh of President’s Comaussion on Racial
Reconciliation, speaker

NOCO

. Jan. 17—installation Luncheon, 1030
Anaheim Mamoti, 700 W. Convention
mio RSVP Karan-Liane Shiba 714/220-

June 20—South Bay Young Adults Career
Planning Conference, “Nikkei for the Future”
o Momica Nahamane, chaw. 110/324-4301
voice mail 310/960-5088
VENTURA COUNTY

. Feb. B—lnstallaion Luncheon, noon
Spanish Hills Golf and Country Club, nfo
Mori Abe B05/4B4-1570. NOTE—Actor
George Taker. speaker. B

Calendar

(R) Reunions

East Coast

NEW YORK

Opening March 30, 1988, through 1999—
lapanese Amesican Natonal Museum's exhib-
. "Amenca’s Concentration Camps: Remem
bering the Japanese Amenican Expenience.”
Ellis Tsland Immigration Museum, New York
City; info: JANM (Los Angeles) 213/625-0414

Intermountain

SALT LAKE CITY
‘Coming April 30—Smithsonian Institution’s “A
More. Perlect ‘Union,” Downtown Salt Lake
Library. Info: Terry Nagata, B01/355-8040, Yas
Tokita, 801/487-4567 NOTE—Volunteers,
docents, donations needed
The Rockies
COLORADO SPRINGS-AMACHE
Fri-Sun., fjune 18-21—Return 10
*. info: California: Irene (Endo) Furuya
chair, 626/791-0547, 626/794-3036, fax
626/296-0547, Palos Verdes, George Hirano
310/377-0767 fax 310/516-0381. Sacramento,
Misao (Hamaoka) Inaba 916/391-1384; San
Francisco, Cal Kutazumi 415/921-2023
Winton, Grace (Yamaguchi) Kimoto 209/394-
2450; Woodland Hills, Min Tonai 818/59
1269 fax 818/591-8815; Chicago. George
Watanabe B47/253-4169. Denver, Henry
Okubo 303/373-1525. Reservations and' de-
posit 1o Amache Historical Society, PO Box
94574, Pasadena, CA 91109. NOTE—
+ Chartered bus from Colorado Springs 10 camp-
site; optional visits 1o A Force Academy,
Garden of the Gods, gambhing at Cripple
Creek
IDAHO-JACKPOT, NEV.
(R) Sat. Mar. 28—2nd “Tr-City Reuriion” of
former residents of Pocatelio, Blackiout
Rexburg and Idaho Falls. Cactus Pete’s
Resor/Casino, Jackpot, Nev. Info: Sanaye
Okamura J08/237-8101 NOTE—All-day hos.

pitality toom, banquet at 7 p.m
NEW MEXICO

Mon. Jan. 19—Annual celebration of life of Dt
Martin Lutber King jr. U of NM Continuing
Education Bldg Theatre. 1634 University
Blvd.. Albuguerque. nfo: Marty Wilson,
505/888-4167 NOTE—Speech & drama stu.
dents grades 9-12 needed for performance;
cam money, awards & scholarsh
(R)—Thu.-Sun., June 11-14—NM JACL 50th
Anniversary “Old Timer's. Reunion, Albu-
querque. Info: Yosh Akutagawa, 505/881-
9831, Darrell Yonemoto, 505/888-4167.

EUGENE, ORE.

Wed. Jan. 21—Periormance: cl.\s»(.l! danees
of lap.m 6 pam., Museum of A 1223 Uni-
oF Oregon; free. Info: 541/346-0966
~Geisha, Kabuki, folk & coun dances
by Sahomi Tachibaria, periommer & teacher
since 1948

SEATTLE ‘

Fri. Jan. 30—Exhibit Opening: “Welcoming

the New: Celebrating Asian New Veans in
America,” Wing Luke Museum, 407 7th Ave.

S. Info: Melisso , Cassie Chinn, 206/623-
5124, NOTE—an’ Z‘.l. ing réception
5:30 pm, Sat. Jan. 31, chi mily pro-

Signing, Dr. Ronald
6 pm. o Ubtay

Qj-aoo‘k

historian,
Info: 253/475-2401

Legacy Project. ies of Camp,” lapanese
Community & ( ulluv.l’ Center, 1840 Sutter St

415/367-5505 Info. 510/523-6021. FAX
510/522:1367, mail 2311 Buena V Ave

Alameda, CA 94501 NOTE—Resource peo.
plefwriters sought for March 14 roundtables on
tamily & intergenerational ssues; arts & heal-
ing: political empowerment & healing. ssppon
froups, mental health practice. and March 15
workshops, panels. tramings funded by Cwil
Uiberties Education Fund (CLPEF)

Sun. June 2B—Smithsonan Institution’s “a

More Perfect Union” traveling exhibit, San
Francisco Mamn Library. assistance omed
731015

call Chapler Message Center 415,
Sat.-Mon., Sept. 5-7—Buddhist Church of San
Francisce’s 100 Annversary, an initial call to
members & families affiliated with the follow.
ing church. groups. Semior Fujinkar, It
Fupinkar, Soko Gakuen, Sunday School, Young

Buddhist Organization, Troop 29 Boy
Scouts, Explorer Scouts, Cub Scouts, YBA,
YMBA, YWBA. Protos basketball “team
Brownie Girl Scout Troop 533 contact
Centennial  Committee  415/776-3158
415/776 0264 fax. NOTE—BCSF 100th Com-
mitiee: Teresa Ono, chair: Kent Matsuda, pres-
wdent; Rev. LaVerne Senyo Sasaki, minster
Sunmw Saiki, past presidents

N JOSE

Sal Jan. 24 (tentative)—Oshagatsu Festival,
10 am-3'p.m., Japanese Cultural and Com-
munity Cenler, of Northern .California, 1840
Sutter St Info. Chapter Message Center
415/273-1015. NOTE—hands-on arts & crafts,
mochitsuki

Sun. Feb. B—Yu-Ai Kai-benefit dance recital,
Michiya Hanayagi School of Dance, 2-4 p.m
Info: Yu-Ai Kai, 408/294-2505

Sat.-Sun., Feb. 21-22—Concent & Exhibition
“Big Bands Behind Baibed Wire,” Asian
American, lazz Ensemble and San| jose Taiko
Yerba Buéna Gardens.

Through March 15—LIFE Magazine’s unpub-
lished photographs of Hansel Mieth and Otto
Hagel, “The Heant Mountain Story,” Tue-Sun.
11 am-4 pm, Santa Clara University's de
Saisset . Museum, info:  408/554-4528
NOTE—Mamoru Inouye. Los Gatos, guest cu-
ratos

(R) Fri.-Sun., May 29-31—Topaz ‘98 Reunion
Hotel. Info: Tormn Gyotoku, 826
San Francisco, CA 94121 Hote
mail: sales@doubletreesanjose.com. NOTE—
fu. nite mixer and dinner, entertainment by
George Yoshida Band San Lorenzo Taiko
Group.

{R) Fri-Mon,, July 3-6—Tule Lake Pilgrimage,
“Joumey of Remembrance and Diggovery”
Info: Steve Nakashima 510/482-9518, Steph-
Miyashiro 510/524-2624, Linda Shojs
Chin 650/493-0521, Sharon Yamato 310/578-
0090, Lois Yoshishige 541/343-7795, Stan
Shikuma 206/725-1676. NOTE—buses from
Los Angeles, Sacra@nlo, $an Francisco,
Berkeley, San jose, Trxgmawn and housing

o mm Institute of Technology, volunteers

Southern Cal

LOS ANGELES
Fri. Jan, 16—Mirai X-Change_ celebration,
Year of the Tiger, 6:30-8:30 p.m., New Otani
Hotéls Garden, 120 S. Los Angeles St., Little
Tokyo. RSVP: 213/627-6217x17.NOTE—
Japan America Society, sponisors.

Tue. Jan 20—japan America Society breaklast
program, 8:9:30 am., The City Club on
Bunker Hill, Wells Fargo Center, 333 S. Grand
Ave. Suite 5450. RSVP: 213/627-6217x17.
NOTE—Yuki Togo, -former Chairman Toyota

Sat. Jan. 24—100-442-MIS Memorial Foun-
dation “Go for Broke™ Casino Night, 7:30

p.m.,. Renaissance Hotel at LAX. Info
3!0’3174|91

Sat. Jan. 24—JANM exhibit gpening: “F/
Family Stories,” e thaloon

Iapanese
369 € 1st St bﬁc

2136250414279, NOTE w
4x - .
r&*’

with Skirball Cultural

Northern Cal.

SAN FRANCISCO ‘
Fri-Sun, March 13-15—Conference, Sansei

Tue. Jan. 27—} A Society am.
6:30-8 pm., The Foundation and
Language Center, 2425 ic Bivd,,

Monica.. RSW 2|llﬁ17-(|2|7l)7M)YE—

Documentary film maker Reggie Life on “The
making of Tora-san,” speaker
Thu. Jan 29—japan America Society New
Year's Reception. 530-730 pm., Torance
Hillon, 21333 Hawthome Bivd  RSVP
213/627-6217x17 by lan
Feb. 15—JANM exhibit. “Asian Trads
tons/Modern Expressions. Asian Ames

Artists and Abstraction, 1945-1970.° w\ 1
369 £ Ist St info Cynthia Endo, 213/62
0414x279

Mon. Mar. 9—County Commission tor
Women. noon, Music Centet  Dorothy
Chandler  Pavilion Grand Hall  RSVP
211/974-1455 NOTE—Phyllis D \Aumkw-\

C anw“umly Awardee.

Mar. 30—County Museum of At ex-
hibi: Hirado Porcélain of Japan, 5905
Wilshire Blvd.; info: 213/857-6522
Sat.-Sun., Apr. 18-19Monterey Park Cherry
Blassom _Festival, Barnes Park, 350 N
McPherrin. Info. City Hall, 626/307-1388
RIVERSIDE
Through Feb.—Exhibitt “Anworks of a
National Treasure  of - Japan,”  Riverside
Municipal Museum, 3580 Mission Ave. Info
909/782-5273
SAN DIEGO
Sun. jan. 18—Book Talk: Letters Home from
lapan, 1939-1946 by auwthor Mary Tomita
noon, Ocean View United Church of Chast,
3541 Ocean View Blvd. Info: 619/233-3620
Save the date: Fri. May 15—UPAC (Union of
Pan Asian Communities) Annual Dinner. info

CLPEF GRANT

619/232-6454

Nevada

LAS VEGAS
‘(R)Sun_-Fri., May 31-Jun. 5—Reunion of the

310/329-2
1159 Waipao
Aloha reception,
banguet, hospitality room, golf tourrament *
Arizona

PHOENIX

N 14—Anzona  Humanities

Council's "Transiorming Barbed Wire * Call
dwidual library for showing of following
movies: Farewell 1o Manzanar, A Personal
Matter: Hirabayashi v. US, and Come See the
Paradise: Casa Grande Public  Library,
520/421-8690; Parker Public Library/CRIT
Library, 520/669-2622; Phoenx Public Library
602/262-7360

Feb. 19—Smithsonian's “A More Per-
fect Union” traveling exhibit. Info: Amy
Williams, Phoenix. Public Library, 1221 N
Central Ave., Phoenix, AZ B5004, 602/262-
7939
Fri-Sat, Feb. 27-28—Concert & Exhibtion
“Big Bands Behind ‘Barbed Wire,” Asian
American Jazz Ensemble and San Jose Taiko,
Orpheum Theater &

Kooskia, Idaho, inftemment
camp project calling its
WW2 detainees

MOSCOW, Idaho—The Kooskia
(pronounced KOOSke)) Enemy
Alien Internment Camp is an ob-
scure and virtually forgotten World
War II detention ﬁadlity that was
located in a remote area of north-
central Idaho, near Lowell. It held
persons of Jspanme ancestry who

The Justice Department’s ilmrm
gration and Naturalization Savnee)

some 27 Caummnn civilian employ-

Internment Camp experiences.
Wegars received a grant from the

Civil Liberties Public Education

Fund (CLPEF) in support of the

project.

Wegars, editor of Hidden Heri-
tage: Historical Archaeology of the
Overseas Chinese (Baywood, 1993),
is an affiliate faculty member with
the rank of* assistant professor in
the University of Idaho’s Depart-*
ment of Sociology/Anthropology and

is volunteer curator of the




INCE the 1998 Biennial Con-
vention comes a month earlier,

pl.ishedindlepastymrandwlyai

—By Herb Yamanishi National Director

Looking over 1997 — JACL's Finances

-

COMMENTARY

What we have learned from 1997

{Continued from page 1)

viduals, ngnedontathepm
the commission to look into

needs to be done in the forth
months.
One of the principal efforts in the
year has been to restore and to
" Gen-

ying
tem(s) that keep the organization
operating. It may not be readily ap-
parent that it &xists, But without
it, the organization does not oper-
ate well. If the infrastructure is old
and has not been maintained, it
can lead to eventual collapse of the
tion.

Fundamenlal to the JACLs
gtructure is its system of account-
ing and financial management. To

= upgrade the system, new auditors

'

were chosen to study JACL's sys-
tem of fiscal controls; new mum.
ing software was pun:hnsed
vestment committees were dls
solved and one new committee was
created to oversee all JACL invest-
ments; and an- investment pohcy
was adopwd for the first time in_
the history of the organization.

The audit took over\sixteen
months to complete, in part be-
cause it covers 1995 and 1996
rather than the usual one year. In

general terms, the audit shows
t.hm JACL is back to reasonable
fiscal control. Probably the most
significant result, and “the most

- time consuming part of the audit

process, has been the restatement
of JACLs investments as ather

T‘hemastvtslblemsu](mllbe
the fom‘alﬁzrdxe budget and fi-

nancial No longer will

there be a hst Tine items such as
personnel, supplies, travel, etc. In-'
stead, one will see the programs of

the JACL such as the NISEI pro-
ject, Legacy Grants, Redress, Advo-
cacy, Scholarships; Curriculum and
Resource Guide, etc. Each program
will have its own set of line items.
The budgeting process should
also help the resolutions process at
Convention time. Now it will be
more apparent where the responsi-
bilities rest with regard to a given

/ activity. In any case, fiscal impacts
determined.

will also have to be

ON THE investment side, the
Investment Committee has gotten
off the ground under the leadership
of Arnold Miyamoto, a consultant
and manager for institutional in-
vestors with the Bank of America.
He personally developed the JACL
Investment Policy Now the Com-
mittee is in the process of slowly re-

permanenuy
the scholarship funds, the Masa-
oka Fellowship, and the Legacy
Endowment Fund, means that the
purpose and use of those endow-
ments can never be changed.

Even in a time of financial crisis,
neither the National Board of Di-
rectors_nor the National Coundil
can use the funds to bail out the or-
ganization.

On the other hand, the smaller
National Endowment and the Life
Membership Funds are considered
unrestricted. Their uses are gov-
erned by either the National Coun-
cil or the National Board of Direc
tors. This determination should
put to rest any question which in-
vestment can or cannot be
used to underwrite a financial cri-
s18.

and allocation of the investments.
The market value of JACL in-
vestment portfolios has risen dra-
matically over the past two years.
This comes largely as a conse-
quence of an improving American
economy. While some may argue
that the investments could have
done better; especially when com-

t.hat JACLis a nonprofit organiza-

aapﬂa! gains had very little mean-
ing. (Note — JACL as a charitable
organization does not pay capital
gains taxes.) At the same time ac-
counting rules changed, JACL ex-

ienced a very rapid rise in the
market value of some of its invest-
ment portfolios. This gives the ap-
pearance, on paper, that JACL has
substantially more money than it
may have.

FOR THE investment Com-
mittee, and the Board of Directors,
the dilemma is to decide whether
or not to “cash out” those gains and
take them as real income. The
drawback is that the stock market
could suddenly drop. (Think about
how safe everyone thought invest-
ing in Asian businesses was one
year ago.) A substantial drop in the
stock market could put the future
of the JACL at risk.

The other option is to move some
or all of the stock investments to
safer and more liquid investments
such as bonds and certificates of
deposit. Ultimately, the decision
will rest with the National Council
level in Philadelphia.

Next time, a review of the JACL
programs.

San Mateo calls for

scholarship applicants
SAN MATEO—Tomodachi Se-
nior Women's Group and San Ma-

on. When
ruults with the nonprofit sector
and not the private sector, JACLs
investments appear to have per-
fo'rmedbetwrﬁmnthetyplmlnon

being updated, it is still far from -

being complete. The 1998 budget
needs to be updated and reorga-
nized and presented to the Nation-

al Council along with the

THE NEW accounting/member- 1999/2000 budget. The new ac-

ship softs was d early system needs to be put
in 1997 but its implementation has into OP?N“D“ and tested. The

taken more time than cal pr for the

Sansei corporate leader to keynote
Seattle JACL installation Jan. 31

SEAWA!B}:SMM

ing executive, Phyllis Campbell, -

pres:dent of U.S. Bank of Washing-
ton, will be the keynote speaker at
Seattle JACL's 76th annual instal-
lation dinner on Jan. 31 at the Seat-
tle Sheraton Towers, it was an-
nounced byJeﬂ'Hanm?’ldmpter
president.

Born and raised in Spokane,
ﬁampbell,asemcled the corporate

viding leadership during a period of
tremendous ‘growth in the bank’s

Campbell, graduate of Wash-
i State University, earned an
MBA from the University of Wash-
ington and completed graduate
work at the UWs Pacific. Coast
Banking School and Stanford Uni-
versity’s 1997 éxecutive manage-

trafhee at the Old National Bank in

ment %
A h of famlly -friendly
h <issues and

Spokane, then moved from manag-
mgoneoﬁ.beburk‘hbnmbeswbe-

a senior vice ;rendmt in
dmrgenfallSpokane o
d Old

4 edtnhun.Campbd.lmlHeadthe

1998 United Way Fund Drive in the
greater Seattle areg/ She also
aervmanmauyplnhmhmphlcnnd

CO, PugetSmdenuwﬂ\eSeeb-
tle Foundation and the Padific Sci-

ence Center. . .
‘Cmnmnﬁ' Bonds

teo County area who plan to contin-
ue their studies in the fall at any in-
stitution of higher learning, trade
or business school.

The program is open to National
JACL memba-s and their families.
Entering freshman applications
- papers must be

988,
teo JACL, 415 So. Claremont St.,
San Mateo, CA 94401, 650/343-
2793.

After local award mclptents are
selected, the top three will be nomi-
nated for further judging in the Na-
tional JACL scholarship

Cleveland JACLer

receives 33rd Degree
TOLEDO, Ohio—Joe &. Kado-

highest honor of Scottish .Rite
last Sept. 23 at

Gateway Arch
Ahllmeuludﬁmt.htwesl side of
i River at St. Louis/ MO,

Her
Uniting
beﬂhvelyln;hhghtuﬁbeSmﬂle
chapter’s annual event, said Hat-
tori. @

T is run. They a |
. right h&;:ilin the First Amend-
The will bi . fiscal budget ment to yeqrmsthmrpdm
3 bersh d ial MP neudmbemgt::: mlvnewa.nnd Sup-ane'Cotm
ing functions into one operation. It will has contribu-
should the tracking of infor- hemhngﬁmmdamd tions as a form of speech.
i both
ﬁmmir\ln hmw u‘l‘vmtmml‘pﬂ{olmar:hng fund Asideﬁomﬁiesepahcy' and con-
ship errors should be  ing for the of the in- ‘-‘WE*L we
reduced and ally- contrit i should ask what the
to begter service to An unanticipated result of the smswaefordxeﬂhcu).mple
While the new accounting/mem-  audit has been that capital gains, ment such a ban,
berslnpsoﬁwmwﬁlsaveume it  either realized or unrealized, must I think they were extremely con-
also opens up new ies. For now be stated in the flnancal re- me}"’!‘ie’nb@"ﬁ“‘ﬂ‘dbyfw
the past several months, JACL ports as revenue. Prior to 1995, contributions, which we all agree
Headquarmmﬂ;ledbyclyde capital gains were minimal and are illegal. But what the DNC did
Izumi, have been developing a new  they were lly used to Was 't scﬂlpegnm legal Pi!:nﬂmé
Pl the Toon g : The 4 o who hold green cards, for the

DNCs failure to make sure the
sources of money they were gladly
ampn'ng were not coming from

t me restate, legal permanent
\'esldent.s can legally contribute un-
der current law.

The DNC's policy 1s bad enoxfgh

-but if a ban on an LPR’s ability to

contribute is made into law there
would be negative consequences for
APAs as well.

Unfortunately, we would be the
ones who would be asked to prove
our ditizenship when such a law 1s
being enforced.

There had been enough negative
incidents and actions to spin out of
the campaign finance scandal and
the ensuing investigations that
members of the APA community
decided to bring this matter to the
attention of the US. Commission
on Civil Rights. Fourteen APA or-

ganizations, along with four indi-

=]
HERE are crucial cvil rights
issues that will come up in
1998. Affirmative action, hate

ing workers under the
Civil Liberties Act of 1988. What
all this means is, that as a commu-
nity we must stay politically in-
volved

We saw a glimpse of what can
happen when the community
comes together for a struggle such
as Bill Lann Lee’s nomination to
head the Civil Rights Division of
the Justice Department. That bat-
tle will also continue as we work to
get the word “acting” out of Bill
Lee's title

The APA community cannot af-
ford to let the disappointments of
1997 keep it from continuing the
fight to have a full and equal voice
at the table. B

; New auto rates & terms

AUTO LOANS

%

" New or Used Cars

| New cars: Up to 60 mos.

g‘ Used cars”: Up to 48 mos.
3 Borrow up to $50,000" auto loan

= *100 PERCENT OF HIGH BLUE BOOK
OAC. DOES NOT INCLUDE: TAXES, LICENSE. EXTENDED
WARRANTIES. BASED ON 100% OF BLUE BOOK.

OTHER LOANS |
Signature Loans T29% o <A
Share Secured 6.5% ox |
Other Secured 12.5% o

Nome ____

| Try our new Telephone Teller
1 24 hr. 800.498.5225 Local 363.5225

Join the Nationol JACL CredirUnion. Coll, fox or moil the” |
information below. We will send membership information.~ - |

Address/City /Stote/Tip — =

National JACL
CREDIT UNION -
0 1721 / SIC, UTAK, 84110/ 801 355-8040 / 300 S«-“ﬂ / Fex 801 5212100

RGG 1 T AUVONY[NIZLLID DDV
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From the Frying Pan

By Bill Hosokawa

OR a number of months, or
maybe it's years, the New
York chapter of JACL has
been videotaping interviews with
many of its more veteran members.
I use “veteran” to avoid “older,” a
word perceived as unkind by some
Many have fascinating stories to
tell about how they left the camps
and went to New York to seek for-
tunes which, sadly, eluded most of
them. Making their way in
Gotham-on-the-Hudson was not
easy. But they persevered and New
York, with its astonishing combina-
tion of grime, glamor and opportu-
nity, is still home
Recently at a meeting of the New
York chapter I was able to see an
edited version of the videotapes
They make up a priceless collection
of:r" ividual stories, something for
viewing in the future to see what
life was like for Japanese Ameri-
cans in the war and postwar years
One of those interviewed was Dr.
Harry Abe who, after war service,
had to struggle to find a medical
school that would accept him. But
characteristically, he persevered,
and became a prominent physician

He is the last to appear on the

videotape that | saw and.he brings
a loud roar of laughter fmm the au-

dience when he winds up the pre-
semanoubydedanngwldvabmd

‘gnn!ha“.Ileselare'blah

Gredter ‘lives’ for refired Nisei unfolded

emmenL'I‘hatwamlmough The
s took a similar assign

ment for a group of nations in Cen

Of course we all know that they . tral Africa.

aren't, but I got to thinking about &
handful of Nisei I happen to know
whose life experiences were any-
thing but blah. Without further re-
search, and just off the top of my
graying head, let me tell you. aboul
four of them.
O

John Nishimura, a Coloradan
formerly of the U.S. Forest Service:
After retirement he went to Saudi
Arabia to help the government to
develop a program for conserving
the little rain that falls on its
forests. Until I talked to Nishimura
I had thought Saudi Arabia was
nothing but sandy desert dotted
with oil derricks, but he says there
are ind%‘:ﬂs and they need all
the water \um get.

Ben Miy: and his wife Flo,
both retired/Denver physicians
Several years ago they went on a
volunteer mission to bring modern
medicine to a rural area in the
Philippines. More recently they
went on a similar mission to
Mozambique in Africa to treat pa
tients. without access to Inedical
help

Bob Horiuchi and his wife Chiye
After retiring from Colorado state
service Bob went to Kabul, Afghan-
istan, to set up an accounting and
tax-collecting system for the gov-

Joshua  Tsujimoto, a Christian
missionary whose leadership and
ingenuity has transformed the lives
of farmers in an impoverished area
of Bangladesh:* He taught them
how to grow, in often flooded sandy
soil, crops which mature at a ume
when vegetables are scarce
throughout the country, thus ensur-
ing a reliable income for the -vil-
lagers. He has also helped to orga-
nize schools in his area, and is plan-
ning to set up an industry making
book bags for export

All those named above are
Japanese Americans who, after re-
tirement, took their know-how to
help other parts of the world. Cer-
tainly their lives were not blah and
Dr. Abe would agree

No doubt there are many other
Nisei like them who are helping to
improve the lot of people in less fa-

vored parts of the world. If you -

know of any who deserve recogni-
tion, please write to. me about them
for pgssible mention in a future col-
umn. @

Hosokawa 1s the former editonal page
director of the Denver Post. His columns
have appeared reguiarty in the Pacific Cit-
1zen since 1942

By Bill Marutani

HAT'S THE ACRONYM for
the “Asian American Legal

Defense- and  Education
Fund,” a nonprofit law group orga-
nized 23 years ago in New York
City. Its goal: to protect the civil
‘righls cfﬁlsian A}nenmns through

ty" education, leadership training
and free legal assistance. It pub-
lishes a quarterly report titled
“Outlook. “ As a member of
AALDEF 1 receive copies which I
With interest. The report
m information not otherwise
available to me.
For example, the conduct of some
of the operators of Denny’s Restau-
rant.

YOU'LL RECALL a few years
ago at a Denny’s Restaurant in Vir-
ginia, a group of six African Ameni-
cans were left standing as later-ar-
riving- customers. were seated and

served. You'll also recall that this

particular group of six happened to
be U. S. Secret Service agents —
much to Denny’s subsequent cha-
grin. It didn't take much for Den-
ny’s to see “the handwriting on the
wall,” clearly ‘and unmistakably:
they were in trouble. In 1994 it en-
tered into a consent decree promis-
ing to mend its ways in various spe-

cific ways

WELL, DENNY'S BACK in
court again. According to a report
appearing in the latest issue of Out
look, some Asian American stu-
dents were beset upon by a group of
white patrons in Denny’s parking
lot in Syracuse, N.Y. It is reported
that when the Asian American stu-
dents complained about not being
served, they were told to leave the
restaurant. Dennys security
guards were reported to have stood
idly by as the Asian American stu-
dents were being assaulted to cries
of “chink.” Two were rendered un-
conscious. Some African American
students intervened, finally stop-
ping the attack. In August 1997,
AALDEF filed a lawsuit against

Denny’s and the County of Ononda- -

ga. Three African American stu-
dents, who complained about the
security guards' inaction and who
also had been denied Denny’s ser-
vice, joined in the lawsuit. Police
who arrived to the scene refused to
file a complaint because of state-
ments provided by the security

And what about the D.A.? The
county district attorney, William
Fitzpatrick, had closed the matter
and announced that no arrests

AALDEF'S VIGIL has focused
upon restaurant operations right
in its own backyard, including Chi-
nese restaurants. ‘A suit filed in
January 1997 against N.Y. China-
town's largest restaurant, Jing
Fong, was settled when the restau-
rant agreed to.pay $1,145,000 in
back wages, overtime and tips to 58
waorkers. The lawsuit had contend-
ed that management had illegally
appropriated the waiters' tips and”
violated minimum wage and over-
time laws. There have been other
legal prooeedmgs brought by
AALDEF against other businesses
in Chinatown. By now the mer-
chants are no longer surprised by
proceedings initiated and sus-
tained by an Asian American law
group, but I suspect that when the
first lawsuit was filed against a
Chinese business operation, a
shock wave reverberated through-
out the ethnic

‘TRYING TIMES FACE BILL-LANN LEE

New Year ushers APA hope for ‘acting’
assistant attomey general for civil rights

(Continued from page 1)

Senate for confirmation.

As acting assistant attorney gen-
eral for civil rights, Lee becomes
one of the highest WAs in
the Clinton administration. Lee,

women in the nation to be elected
into local office and has served as__
Carson, Calif's city clerk since-
1974.

National JACL Director Herbert
v, hi said, “A signifs

48, the son of Chinese i

is a graduate of Yale Umversn)
and Columbia University Law
School. A Los Angeles area gttor-
ney, he most recently served as the
western regional/ tounsel for the
NAACP Legal Defense and Educa-
tional Fund.

“The appointment is an impor-
tant signal to the Asian Pacific
American community,” National
JACL President Helen Kawagoe
said. “It gives some assurance that
APAs are going to be supported
and appreciated when they seek to
serve in a high profile public office.”

She added, “It is tough enough
that -public service, whether by

lection or appointment, is too of-

en looked upon as something dis-
tasteful.” Kawagoe was herself one
of the first Japanese American

8 les-
son learned from the World War I1
incarceration experience was that

ment means
in the "political process. The recent
v about APA

contributions has already had its
chilling effect on the participation
of APAs in the political process,” he
said

“The President’s effort to support
Bill Lann Lee and Bill Lann Lee’s
ability to withstand the microscope
of public scrutiny should fortify
APAs belief that empowerment
through the polmml pracess can be
warthwhile,” said Yamanishi. “We
are hopeful that Bill Lee's appoint-
ment is a first step towards the
recognition that APAs can be sig-
nificant contributors to governance
in America.” B

Okura Mental Heaith preps for 1998 program

WASHINGTON—Established in
)cmber 1988, when the

program, which mdudes a "Week
in  Wash oW

of the Okura Mental Health Foun-
dation, K. Patrick Okura, celebrat-
ed his 77th birthday that year, all
the gifts that were tendered, and
the $40,000 received from the U.S
Government by his wife Lily and
himself for redress as WWII in-
ternees, served as the financial base
for the tax-exempt nonpiofit foun-
dation.

Sometime this month, Bertram
S. Brown, MD, chairman of the
Foundation board of directors, will
announce the details for its 1998

scheduled for Apnl 19-25, and a
six-month fellowship assisting the
White House Office of Public Liai-
son, headed by Doris Matsui. The
fellowship recipient is offered a
$7,500 stipend

=« Thus far, the foundation has pro-
vided 60 pmmxsmg Asian Amer-
ican leaders in the field of human
services with experiences and
know-how needed to be a leader in
their respective field, in their com-
munity and in their country, Dr
Brown explained. &

ET the truth be known. I was

drafted into this.
The first awareness | had that oth-
ers see me as a leader was when [
was asked, “Why did you seek your
Chapter’s Presidency?” 1 had no
answer. After a few moments |
simply told the truth -1 was drafted
into this. More than drafted, I ac-
cepted the position with reserva-
tions and actually fought it for
about a month. You see, I pulled an
ahsolu(e zzro past orga-
people experience. |

IN THE PORMATION of
AALDEF, I was )

didn't see mysalfas a leader.
So xmagme my surprise when,
speech

£l at

up to New York. Marga:et Fung
., the Executive Director, was
a.mong those early organizers. She
and the staff are doing an effective
job. Volunteers welcome. AALDEF;
99 Hudson St, New York, NY
10013-2869. 212/966-5932. 8

would be made. He d d the
Asian American claims of racial dis-

" crimination as “orchestrated non-
sense.” .

Census Bureau offers Asian

American profile

(Continued-from page 1)
@ Whites were least likely to move.
rate has dropped steadily since
when the rate was 20 percent

for whites. About 16 percent of

them moved from 1995 to 1996,

reau is moving ahead with plans
for three trial runs this year. An
April test run in Sacramento will

use the statistical estimates known |

as ling.” Traditional method.
of direct counting will be used in
Columbia, S.C., and at the Menom-
meelndmnReeexvatwannsmn

Pmpn:ment.s }ur shmpling held it

will make for a more ‘accurate
count, while opponents say the
Constitution requires’ an actual

gram.
[The PC. hmdlineintheaz. 17
issue was . APA

organi-
mnomoppuszun (naplm)

theermr—m

After leaving the bench, Marutani re-
sumed practicing law in Philadelphia.
He wrties regularly for the Pacific Citi:

last years Installauon, I got com-
ments and letters from people say-
ing, “You have a plan..” What
plan? That was just me shooting off
on how I felt about thm@

Then

pieces for the big Holiday Issue, but
I never applied for a job as a colum-
nist. Harry Honda drafted me.
And again, 1 was i

BY AKEMI KAYLENG
My Nisei draft board

We are a community on a Japan-
town raft which now spans that
ocean of America. Our raft is rapid-
ly becoming fragmented. We must
regenerate our community vessel
to accommodate the larger persons
we have become. I'm different from
many of you in that I'm already
running with the currents out
there. I can teach you how I think
our new vessel can be constructed,
to reflect these new times we are
living in.

It still feels strange to think of
myself as a leader. Having a typical
postwar mainstream mentality, |
don't think of myself in terms of a
group. I didn't become involved
with JACL because of community
concerns. | was going through a
40ish WASPmale style midlife cri-
sis, on top of the world and realiz-
ing my goals hadn't been quite the
right ones. I got into JACL with
some unfocused plan for working
Lhmughthat

a
But.from the reactions I've been

, be-
cause | havtLan ahsolme uro in
formal p ex-
perience as & wril

So l.u.mhnued'to ‘vnte vmung

was not subscribing to any theory many people

d’metya'ludenhxpstyle I was
shooting off.

=]
So ‘what does this all come down

Mythnugtnpanmmmhke
those of many of'you. Having
grown up JA, I see that influence-

I will do my best to lead you well.

During World War 11, we were
drafted to fight a well defined ene-
my. Wedldn!h’kcom'adm
but we knew,whoﬂ:eym We
fought well.

Today we. are fighting our own
uncertainties as to who we aré and

dmﬁedmemhdyaum&lzht
tle. I hope to serve you as well as
the Nisei served our country. 8

M ng R’u‘h‘" m‘.
dent -of the San Fernando \&lley
i‘CL Ha'mlunmnmmmﬂ

© 1998, Akayleng, Inc.
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Tz Same Gar
o Boih Cuys

By Grant Ujibusa

X

Howdxdtheblllgetoutoﬂhe
Hou se Judici ?

The short answer is that we were ready
for good luck to happen. A redress non-sup-
porter, Sen. Phil Gramm of Texas, really
helped. He wanted Republicans to take
over seats held-by conservatjve Democrats
all over the South, one of whom was Sam
Hall of Wichita Falls, Texas. Republican

Republican Reagan to appoint
Hal]afegaldmajudge Hall, of course,
had the bill bottled up for a long time.

. With Hall gone, Dan Glickman from
Kansas took over the subcommittee with
jurisdiction over our bill. Bob {Rep. Robert
Matsui] and I had lunch with Glickman;
and it looked like he might move 442. He
didn't because he was thinking abouit tak-
ing on Dole for the Kansas Senate seat, and

redress was not going to help Glickman in *

Kansas. This was 1984.

In 1986, Glickman took over an open
wheat submmmmee chairmanship on the
Ag C i Since you can only chair

want to thank you, Mitch {Maki] and
Harry [Kitano], for inviting me to this
ICLA redress conference, which I

thmk might turn out to become an
important event in Japanese Ameri-
ry. You are to be congratulated for
upthendmandmalungltamahty
A.llofusmthermmmnbepmudofour
contributions to redress success. It was

can

“long shot — a rare victory of spirit over

numbers — of qualitative gaman over the
quantitative expanse of the country. The
effort was thoroughly American, but it did
have a Japanese accent to it, didn't it? This,
I feel, binds all of us here wgether

I\reoﬂenwwderedwhysomanyofus
worked so hard. What were\the springs of
action to right the wrong of a racist reign of
terror? One answer ‘might be a personal
heavmessufbean,wmbmedw:ﬂlasharp
even physical, pain of grievance — for me,
lodged just below where the heart was
heavy. A melancholy outrage, yet one with-
out bitterness.

Andlfywrenotbmer you can work our
political system.

Redress happened. And for me its suc-
cess proves that we are not by any means a
hopelessly racist country. We carried the
day among more than 218 mostly middle-
aged white males in the House, more than
51 mostly white guys in the Senate, and
ditto a conservative white male in the
‘White House.

Idon‘tthmkdle'l\:rksmGermany,
the Algerians in France, or the Koreans in
Japan could have made something like
redress happen. As Norm Mineta said on
the floor of the House: Only in America.

leave behind: very bad things often happen
§en the government doesn't leave people

Ji /How about deep? In every society,
most of what happens doesn’t coine out of
the coercive force of the law, but out of
deep, often unconscious, habxt and custom.
In the case of redress, I think things go way
bad(tosomejudgesmEnglxnd Sam
Ervin said something like this“in the
‘Watergate hearings about another presi-
dentially-sanctioned break-in. Old Sam
drawled there was once a power-mad
English King who wanted to dissolve

T}u57 ; as wide as I could make the River

one subcommittee, this left Pat Schroeder
next in line, but she chose to chair a sub-
committee on Defense. After Schroeder
was -Barney, and -he took the job. As it
turned out, Chairian Frank was as
important to the passage of redress as
Norm, Bob, Sparky [Sen. Matsunaga) and
Dan (Sen. [.nouye]

1 met with Bamey, who said we needed
Pat Swindall, the ranking Republican on
the subcommittee, to create a bipartisan
majority. Swindall was a born-again
Christian conservative from often high-
income east Atlanta and a crescent of sub-
urbs to the east of the city. Grayce Uyehara

asked Gene Doi, a Swindall con-

“An excellent job of
explaining what is truly
effective in American

emotional outlet, but
rarely a useful political
tool.

The insights into the

exposition especially

politics — direct action is
sometimes a satisfactory

process and the ability to
tell stories well makes the

stituent, to talk to him.
Meanwhile, I met with David
Brodie, chief lobbyist for B'nai
B'rith in Washington, who set up

Swindall says he thinks he can
support us. I couldn't believe it.
On the street later, Dave Brodie
explained: First, a good number of
Jewish families in the textile and
fashion trade live in Swindalls
district and form an important
part of his constituency. In fact,
the old Georgia 4th might be
called a “Dnvuuz Miss-Daisy” dis-
trict.

Second, Swindall is_like many
born-agains who believe that the
Messiah will not return until
Israel is fully in place and secure.
Brodie has flown many Southern
. born-again politicians to Israel on
fact-finding missions, i.e., junkets.

For the rest of my time, lwantwmlka ugged
little bit about three powerf ul.”® . Dmm-agmn mahuglnw the

1) How I ied to frame the issue; what Swindall told me he had & half:
m){ sal was. This part is concept, —Rep. Bar ney Frank Japanese American aide who sup-
nota !
e What happened on Bamey Franks - ; baro e Bt iy

ouse tee; how Parli and some b n led sponsor, call Bob Matsui
redress got out of there. This is a little  to the judiciary. The judges sai right m;“l V;?:‘bso ue;!s;nwd you.” Would
story, not a concept. THE KING NEITHER Dl'SIRES NOR

(3) How we got an hour of Reagan’s hme
enough for him to read and react to June
Masuda Goto’s letter about her brother
Kaz. This is again a story, not a concept.

The sales pitch

.Any marketing person wants the River
cordan for his product: the river is deep
and the river is wnde Such a product is the

opponents.
mmywmttbeuleuptdlh
& I

DARES. The king backed off.

Another English judge Ervin quoted
once said:

THE WIND AND THE RAIN MAY
FREELY ENTER A YEOMANS COT-
TAGE, BUT THE KING OF ENGLAND
MAY NEVER.

The Americans’ way of putting it was
this: “The right of the people to be secure in
their persons, houses, papers, and effects,
against unreaso: le searches and sei-
zures, shall not be violated, etc.” This is the
4th Amendment, which for ‘me began to
look a whole lot like a stripped down, dark
blue Taurus.

A nice car for both Barney and Ron. The
only thing we're selling, guys, is the 4th
Amendment in the Bill of Rights. You

you believe the hoped-for return of the
Messiah pushed redress along? Only in
America.

While we were trying to get Swindall,
Bob also had me going after Newt Gingrich
and Dick Cheney. These two very conserv-
ative men, like liberal Barney Frank, were
big backers of Soviet dissidents. Human
rights in Russia — what about hem" Both

mdhewouldmlkmhunaboutﬂ'»ebdl
Wirthlin said he grew up with a Nisei boy
!’n Murray, Utah, and knew the story of

call me after House passage and said that
the White House was dead set against, and
recommended that we wait another two
years. We couldn’t and we didn't.

The third was Ed Rollins, who managed
Reagan’s landslide re-election in 1984. He
said he would help out of respect for an
East Bay Nisei who owned an‘ice company
near Oakland. As a kid he worked for the
Nisei, who told him the camp story and
showed no bitterness. Ed said he loved
that Nisei man. So far as I know, Ed never
talked to the President, and I met with Ed

gmes.
Thé fourth was Governor Tom Kean of
New Jersey, and he put himself out in a
way that has become well known among
Japanese Americans. After lobbying the
issue with Reagan and his Chief of Staff
Ken Duberstein, Tom put the letter from
JuneMasudaGaommemﬂptmdnhat
went directly to the President. I see Rudy
Tokiwa here today, and there would have
been no letter from June without Rudy, a
442 buddy of her fallen brother Kaz.
’l‘heeﬁ"ectoftheleﬂa‘mﬁesganwas
hing like this: American
redress is not about wuted:ve custody, not
about an ethnic Democratic constituency,
but about the heroes of the 442 and about
the ceremony in Santa Ana where I spoke
years ago. And it's about the federal gov-
ermnment barging into people’s lives, when
the federal government should just stay
small and- limjted. I get it, I'm for this
thing. I dont care what the Justice
Department says, don't care what the
deficit hawks at OMB think, I'm on board -

On Valentine’s Day in February of 1988,
I met with Ken Duberstein and his aide, a
guy named Will Ball, in Duberstein's West
ngoﬁce.Kenwnsasmoker,andwas
running a little vacuum device attached to
an ashtray. Ken told me that the President
was definitely signing. Am I le.llmgyou the
real story? Write Duberstein in Wash-

Walking back up Connecticut Avenue to
the JACL office where Grayce Uyehara
was waiting, I was very happy.

Finally, I want to talk about Mane
Blanco, an aide to Sen. Inouye. She worked
with a Darman aide named Janet Hale at
OMB [Office of Management and Budget]
to assure the entitlement appropriation
idea became a reality. For me, Marie rep-
resents the hundreds of redress people,
especially younger Nisei women, who did
tons and tons of work, but who get virtual-
ly no credit.

Thank you, Marie. We wouldn't be here
today without you. Nobody can sell a car
better than you.

8661 '2 ANVONY[ “TvI n.|3,~ VAL MAN—NTZILID ;

Thank you all very much for listening. ® -

saxd“Stgnmeupasa " 1 said,
“Call Bob right now.”

How do you know I'm telling you the
truth? You can write Gingrich and Cheney
and ask them, or ask Bob, who's here now.

The day of the floor debate and the
House vo amved Pat Swindall, in a
strong redress speech, tied-constitu-
tional rights for Japanese Americans to
constitutional rights for unborn-fetuses.

very strongly advanced by
[CWR.IC] Coram Nobis and the NCJAR

Andwhntaboutthe’polmuofredmﬁr
we needed: In the 1992
dad:m Buuhlosthhnhn,Anm
Americans voted 53 percent Bush, even
he got only 37 percent in the general elec-
torate. Republicans knew ‘and know that

against that? You can look it up. Would believe
Wheuyw‘rewlvobbymsapohw:-:mﬂhtﬁs yedivéesalficdwith fhs ank abarfiol toove:
usk!ngw OQMUDB are the ? in Ameri

merits of this thing, and what are the poli- ment! QulyisAmsics

tics?

Wdl,d:emcuhmgmualmhndm

e . : An hour of Reagar’s time |
Mwwlgtymﬁndmlhcklndwhum

our Founding Do¢ument. Accordingly, the 1 had four lines into the White House,
mmnddnwﬁchaﬂt:ve case were  and I hoped that at least one of them might

Meet the Author
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TRUE CONEFESSIONS:

Now & Then

By SACHI SEKO ‘

AT 70

On this cold November morning, light is
late arriving. The weather report, rarely
accurate anymore, predicts snow later
today. From the closet}'I will choose either
black slacks or skirt-and a black top. It is a
simple and efficient way to dress. Basic
black can be worn with any colored sweater
or jacket, even decorated with a jeweled or
metallic collar. Sometimes, I sling a string of
crystals or turquoise or lapis around my
neck. I'rarely wear pearls because my fin-
gers fumble with clasps. At 70, the genetic
curs® that courses through the female line

AT 70

I remember the yield of fruit that year, a
bumper crop. There were so many plums
that much of it dropped before the gather-
ing. They fell pell mell, juice squirting from
golden casings. Bees and ants swarmed over
the spillage. When 1 reached into the upper

Psalms and the Proverbs to me

My son, an only child, comes an
Saturdays to help with the heavigr chores
Someone wondered what we talked about
Generally, we are too occupied with com-
pleting our task. We are accustomed to
working together because during my hus-
band's frequent absences on business I
relied on my son to assist me from the time
he was young. | was also determined to
raise a son who would be unashamed to
perform essential household tasks and do
them well. Although a bride of the dark
ages, | knew even then that women
deserved better. My son knows the way |
live has remained almost unchanged. By a
certain age, routines are established.
Relocation does not bring alteration in
lifestyle, from a large house to a small
house. Friends notice the similarity in my
environment. Mobiles hang from the vault-
ed ceiling. My prized Granizo tiles,

Nishijima and Mizuno ings grace the

brandhes of the tree my arms d on its
thomﬁwn—mg a bloody river of piercing

pain. So it r¢mained for time and weather to
complete harvest. Later, bereft of fruit, |
noticed tree stood straighter, taller.

Eventually, autumn winds stripped its last

p lmv& ]l then achieved a pristine beauty,

y barren.

of my family rages with
vengeance. “It has gone amok,” my doctor
says, prescribing further pharmaceutical
intervention.

AT 50

The disease lay doriant. I even hoped to
elude it. My mother, publicly stmc and pri-
vately devastated by the disease's assault,
thought I might be spared because I never
sat still long enough to catch anything.
Besides, she said, anyone with such a
wicked tongue should be incapable of cap-
ture. She wished I had been more subtle.
She, with her elegant language. But | know,
too, that no one was more entertained by
my sinful and unsolicited comments. Then
why do you always laugh, I asked. “Because
you are so absurd,” she said, slapping me on
the shoulder.

Sometimes, I wondered whether I had
been adopted. How else could I explain
being the daughter of someone unlike
myself. I was born so plain my mother
insisted early on I'd better develop some
skills. So I learned to vacuum and to type
Fortunately, she didn't suggest I do needle-
work because I would have failed at that.
Too klutzy. My mother was a thinker, never
a knitter. She practiced the more intellectu-
al pursuits like reading or writing haiku.
Years after her death, ih my mind's eye, |
see her humped figure hunched at her desk,
gripping the pen in a claw of a hand and
hear the scratching of pen against paper.

AT 70 °

Frost has claimed the last of my flowers,
sturdy geraniums. This spring | decided to
have a white flower garden. It took two
months for the flower specialist I hired to
complete the task. The long wait was so
exasperating I would have fired him had |
not paid him in' advance. He had a very
honest face. For Utah, this past sumimer
was pleasant, so | took my books out onto
the patio and read while occasionally paus-
ing to admire the white flowers.

AT 50

1 was engrossed in being the ultimate
gardener. For 27 years I labored without
ever pausing to admire the environment of
my creation. From morning until night,
from early spring until late, fall, I worked in
the several-tiered garden on a large lot. The
steel and glass house of contemporary
design was my husband's house, bought
over my objections. I preferred a smaller,
secluded place. In a stroke of stunning
mchery,mymothersaid'lethimh:we
his house.” But the garden was mine. It
begnnwhmweboughnheplnm.mllmour
hededmedtowmknndxeemn

for him as a
gardener. Ecstatic, I reported the incident to
myhushand,"ﬂmmanwaaguingtopay
me.” My husband shot me a look of wither-
ing pity, saying I was pleased by the oddest
things. But even today, in my time of
decline, miy spirit soars at the memory.
MSOIWMQ(P(}—-B/IMD'I'hewﬂd

ﬁ'\nL']‘henmeofgnthennghascmxe

~

* shovel and removed the snow, not

" She thought I should hire some-

Trees are a requirement. Even in this
small house, the lot is wooded and thro
every window there is a view of trees. Each
spring, after the first leafing, not a day pass-
es when I dont think of Russ Kano and
Kane Toyota, both long dead, who initiated
me into the joy of gardening. Until last year,
1 was able to participate in the garden's
care. But since shortly after the new year, |
have been further hampered by back prob-
lems. My mother’s warning resounds from
the past. “That's not woman's work.” She,
born to higher expectations, who also did
her share of lifting and toting. Could I have
done less? My mother taught me to play
roles: daughter, wife and mother. Forever
supporting cast.

Early this year, the doctor promised my
back would cause severe leg pains. A predic-
tion which has been fulfilled. So, reluctantly,
1 have yielded my garden to excellent pro-
fessional care. I confess, however, that
knowing the painful price, I occasionally sat-
isfy my need to feel and to work in the soil.

AT 50

Even with my slight figure, not
quite 90 lbs. then, I thought
myself indestructible. After the
war, in the family store, I never

my father to excuse me
from the heavier chores of lifting
sacks of rice or bringing up gro-
ceries from the storage below. My
father, a strapping tall man, was
afraid he would slip and injure
himself. I, the eldest and the
smallest and a daughter, was dis-
pensable. Often, in a foolish dis- _
play of bravado, I grabbed the

only from in front of our business
but our neighbor's place, too.

The neighbor telephoned say-
ing, “Kay, thanks for shoveling
for me.”

“Don't mention it, glad to do it,
anytime,” my father responded,
later chuckling and enjoying his
duplicity. My observant mother
placed a warning finger against
her lips.

Years lawr, appalled by my
activity in the large garden, m;
mother worried about my healt.h

one. Surely, you josh, I replied. My husband
would never allow it. He thought I should be
kept fully occupied and liked telling friends-
it was therapeutic for me.

“You'll live to regret this,” my mother said,
watching me whack at the weeds. Younger
and dumber, | even thought sleeping was a
waste of time. I got by-on a few hours,
fueled by coffee and cigarettes. Sometimes, |
wrote a column here or there. And for a
lark, even tried my hand at poetry. Or on
winter nights, stayed up reading an entire
book in one sitting. /

AT 70

Reading remains my pleasure.
Sometimes, Icnnmdabookmaday But
mmeohenuzavurtheruxurym'ﬁnallyhav-

the
panied by a gift. grandmother
often said I acquired my love of language at
my mother’s breast. She; who recited
Shakespeare and Longfellow and the

V\alls Potted plants compose an indoor gar-
den. The largest ficus is dominated by a gor-
geous origami bird, a gift §f Barry Saiki.
Books in every room. But no longer are
crystal objects displayed on the rosewood
table. Daily dusting has become inconve-
nient, so they are kept iri the teak cabinet
with other souvenirs.

The length of my son's visits depends on
his golf or tennis games or other social com-
mitments. I like to complain he spends most
of his time here washing his car and read-
ing my magazines and allowing me to pre-
pare his lunch. It amuses him, too, to hear
me say that. It is in character with our rela-
tionship. He commends me for being con-
stant. Sometimes, we talk about books or
articles we've read and people we know. But
we have also mastered the companionable
language of silence. He examma my gar-
den remembering, I'm suré, how we land-
scaped together long ago. We did our share
of hauling rocks and dirt from a hillside
above the house and clearing a ditch that
ran to the canyon. Last week, he brought
me a tape on Picasso, knowing 1 used to col-
lect books about the artist. I still own a
piece of Picasso pottery, purchased during a
shopping spree when we also bought a T-
Bird. And a silk reproduction of “The Three
Musicians” decorates a kitchen wall. All are

ders of the age of and
accumulation.

South side of the rock garden.

Around my 70th birthday, this sun |er,
one of my sisters said, “You didn't am .unt to
much compared to your peers, did you?”"
“You're right,” 1 agreed. “But I've kept my
friends.” In the end, and I have always said
this, one's success or failure in life is best
measured by the friends one has made and
kept. Many of us go back 50 years or more.
Often, we marvel at being 70. For at heart,
we will always be 17. Most of my friend-
ships were forged during the terrible years
of incarceration.

Andmxhsnmdlug;ealdmtevenﬁme
from that time and place, with-whom my
connections are sporadic, or even severed
aﬁerthemmrs,snllhaveaspeqa]daunon

smaller. Pwhapsxtlsamndmonufagm
or more likely'my bad mind, but often I con-
ﬁuewhnhnsdiedandwlmisliving.My

. good friend, Noby, has been dead over a

year, but I find myself reaching for the
phone to share some funny experience. I

" with

miss the sound of her easy and generous
laughter I miss her. | am grateful that'our
last conversation happened the day before
her death. At my age, we can no longer
defer the things we want to say or write or
give. There is only one time. It is now.

There are advantages to being old. We
disca® much of the unimportant. No longer
are we required to make appearances
Sometimes, we even improve. My mother,
I'm sure, would be surprised that I now try
to curb the impulse to ask, “Are you lying?"
Instead, in my nicest voice, | inquire, “Are
you being insincere?”

It is too-late for regrets. But desires?
There is one. I wish I had time and health
to raise another dog. There are never
enough dogs in anyone’s lifetime. My doctor
suggested | get a replacement after the
death of my last German shepherd. |
laughed and said, “You're telling me to get
an old and probably terminally ill dog. One
on its last legs so I won't have very long to
care for it.”

“I didn't say that,".my doctor said.
Nowadays to get an unscientific reading on
my health, I pose the question of getting
another dog to him. How old a dog? I think I
am being clever.

My family sa)s 1 spoiled my dog, often
taking him for rides two or three times a
day. It was a thrilling activity because I am
a very nervous driver. Strange, but his head
resting on my shoulder bolstered my confi-
dence. We were almost like the Lone
Ranger and Tonto. I only hope I returried
even half the pleasure and fidelity the dog
brought me. As my husband lay dying, the
dog could not be persuaded into another
part of the house. Even when I removed
him from the bedroom, he hunkered down
against the door in the hallway, refusing the
escape | offered. He never had to be called.
None of this business of “call me if you need
me.” He was just there. =

When the moon is full, I see his image. In
the last weeks of the dog’s life, I often slept
beside him on the floor. And on full moon
nights, I promised, I would look for him on
the face of the' moon. Sometimes, I imagine
hearing the tinkle of his tags. Among my
friends I include the dogs I have owned or
known.

=}

The weather forecast was wrong again

No wonder the weather bureau is
being investigated. They deserve
to be. It did not snow this after-
noon. Instead, the sun came out.
Light streamed in through the
windows, casting a gentle, golden
glow. I find there is a beauty and
warmth unique to'November light
that I failed to notice before. And,
maybe, if I am lucky, I will dream
-of dogs tonight.

(This is for PC reader Herbert
L. Jensen of Hilo, Hawaii, who
kept the piece published on my
50th birthday and remembered |
turned 70 this year.) B

URING the years when the
late Larry Tajiri was at the
PC. helm (1942-1952),
Sachi Wada had relocated from
Gila River WRA Relocation Center
and began to contribute columns
from Minnesota.
She resumed her writing under
her married name, Sachi Seko,
from Salt Lake City (referred to as
“Happy Valley”) around 1972,
delighting her fans and attracting
new regulars —readers who would
automatically turn to page 2 where her
wlumappmnd when PC. was a stan-

thnPC wumedlotheuz.blmdﬂ)max

s her column, “From Hapj

py Valley,” shared
spacewuhBLllHosdmms “Fryer,” Pete
Hironaka’s cartoons and the JACL
PrmdenlsCorgeronpagedorE Her _
appedred every other week until
NewAgedmumdundxhewnWher
“Swan Song” for the Oct. 1, 1982 column.
There followed a of book reviews —
one in particular, “Epitaph for a Peach” by
David Mas Masumoto, which was marred
by @ mix-up of photos that was most unfor-
tunate in the 1996 January New Year. issue.
When we called on past PC. writers to
write about the coming millennium in the
1996 Holdaylsuc, Sachi chose to write
elegance and poignance about “The
Season of Loss,” afherpaua«ndprumt

the

hands, we i
lssutbzllmlohzrmalmddzfﬁaduu,bu‘ll
must have charged again those writing cells
thathaulanlahzedthzhtn{ﬂl——!ﬂﬂl.




Genesis, 1946: JACL - Reparations - Redress

BY HARRY K. HONDA, Editor

emeritus
Nahmmedfaslnmbytefeznngtotherecordsonhand—thePaaﬁchzen

JACL jon

and d

in our Archives, we under-

took to compile a summary that only scratches the subject matter of “Redress”
when it was once known as “Reparations.”

In the meantime, the JACL-LEC (

ive Education Committee) is pl

kxckoﬂ'ltsownwrmngofﬂxeirsuwﬁﬂ campaign. And we can understand why.
standard work on Japanese American history, such as the one by Bill Hosokawa, was
published in 1969 when the 100th anniversary of Japanse immigration to the

United States was being celebrated.

Four years agb, Nisei was reprinted with a 27+ page Afterword. Half of these pages
are devoted to the redress campaign that was launched in 1978.
The Civil Liberties Act, which provided the government’s apology and a $20,000

check, was passed in 1988 and the’Office of Redress

tion will shut down

on Aug. 10, 1998, as stipulated by the Act.

Redress vs. Claims (March, 1946)

UNDER leadership of Saburo Kido, wartime

nauonal JACL [rmdmt, lhe 1946 Nnhmml JACL
in Denver | d an post-

war leglslatxve campaign that included reparations.
A redress proposal based upon days spent in camp
was passed over for individual claims for financial
losses sustained betause of Evacuation. And there
were Nisei who wohdered: “ ..When had anyune
ever collected an indemnity ﬁ\m !he guYemm
Wasn't it wiser to let well

As for individual , some Nxsa maintained
that a price could not be putfurthelnsol‘ﬁ'nedum,
as if to run down JACLS efforts for compensation
due to Evacuation.

[Earliest story in the Pacific Citizen about
“prompting federal action to indemnify evac-
uees for losses suffered by
Americans during the Evicuation,” appeared
Dec.lﬁ.lm'!heqmb&wtnmﬁnrmd

days.
It appeared to JACL that Engle, whose district
included the wartime T\ﬂe Lake segregation center,

wokmeptmbm‘madernonnpemkzemeloyal

and Japanese alien and in
wdelhatd)egrutma)mtyu(dueevmwwuﬂd
not lose an opportunity to file claims for

fmnk]yappwed'mehllandmymbvuﬁh
possible

losses.”

A month later, the Gwynne sut ittee favor-
ably reported the bill to the full House Judiciary
Committee, wheenwasmderedmnedbyl?ep
Earl C. Mich (R-Mich.),

to shift the admi of the indemnificati
mmﬁmnd:elntmorathmmanha-mm

from 20% to 10% of the amount allowed. The
amended portions were incorporated into his claims
bill, HR 3999, originally introduced March 25.

MnsaokasawlhemmshxﬁmthaJusnue
Depar means any interpretati will be
more-more strict and technical than had it been left
to the jurisdiction of the Interior Department.

HR, 3999 represented two years of work. House
passed the bill unanimously on July 23. There was
no opposition recorded during the 20-minute floor
discussion to*pay for property losses. The House
Rules C ittee had granted a full hour.

was moved by all of Issei and
Nisei renunciants who changed their minds and
were cleared by the Justice Department would also
share in the benefits of the proposed legislation:
[PC., Aug. 3, 1946, pg. 1: “Evacuee Claimns Measure
Stalled in House.”]

The Washington JACL Oﬁce
(1947)

-The following year, Mike Masaoka, with wife
Etsu, moved to Washington, D.C., in mid-January
and opened the Waahmgmn JACL Office to labby
for JACL progr that required
acummthameagrehldgetd'smmo Masao W.
Satgw had been named acting national secretary at
a special Thanksgiving weekend meeting of JACL
officers at Salt Lake City to allow national secretary
Masaoka to devote full time to JACLs legislative
program through the newly-formed
AntiDiscrimi Committee (JACL-ADC), m its

JmS,lSl&l.nta:orSeuehryHAmldlckuu

executive secretary. This was the beginning of
ensuing 25 years when JACL carried on its meen
ingful mission on behalf of Japanese Americans.
With a new 80th.Congress, Rep. Earl Michener
mmm)muodmd}mma a bill to establish a

rted telling a Dec. 28 press
hvoﬂmmpmnnonfmmmehm]

Action in Congress came upon request of the
Department of Interior, successor agency to the War
Relocation Authority, as Rep. Hatton Sumners (D-
Texas) introduced the first evacuation claims bill
(}mmw)m,lm,mmmmandadimm
evacuee claims for losses and damages. Sen. Allen J.
Ellender (D-La.) authored the companion bill (S
2127) “to create an evacuation claims commission
under the general supervision of the Secretary of
Interior, and to provide the powers, duties and func-
uomthamfmdfwodupm-pmes

claims
whldnwnsndenmlwﬂnlwhll Masaoka met
with Interior Undersecretary Oscar ask-
ing for liberalization of the hill that had narrowly
missed passage during the final days of the 79th

JACL across-the-board payment of
$1,000 to every adult evacuee over age 18, $500 for
those from 6 to 18 and nothing for those under age
6 at the time of military exclusion orders. JACL also
proposed the regular court of claims be opened to
dmewl’:ofallthcybadmﬂ'uedgreaﬁa’lmﬂmn
the amount of the lump sum payment.

Should the i

Then, the bills 1 ittee until  p
President Truman wrote leﬂﬂs for congressional
passage in mid-July.

“The fears which impelled the Government to
adopt the harsh expedient of excluding Americans
({Japwmzmu-yﬁmstmﬁepcmﬂnarym
most happily, proved largely groundless,” the Presi-
dent declared. “An overw Mmmgmqpcntyo(our
Japanese American population has proved itself to
be loyal and patriotic in every sense. Those of them,
mxd&mwmmany,whnmweduwmadsu-
vices have acquitted themselve$ with great distinc-
tion. It would, in my opinion, be a tragic anomaly if
the United States were, on the one hand, to acclaim
and decorate with honors the brave Nisei troops
who fought so valiantly and at such sacrifice over-
seas, while, on the other hand, it ignored and left
unredressed the very real and grievous losses which
some of them, together with their immediate fami-
lies, have suffered as a result of Government action
in the midst of the same war.”

Rep. Francis Walter (D-Pa.), chairman of the
House Judiciary subcommittee which studied the
claims hill, had cited the “outstanding record of our
23,000 Japanese Americans who served in the
armed forces” and recammded the bill should
pass “in all fairness.”

Masaoka, a veteran of the 442nd Combat Team,

belief that the two-hour parade down
Constitution Avenue to the Ellipse and Truman's
revnewnft.he Japanese American regiment home
from Europe were factors in developing congres-
sional interest in the evacuee claims bills.
Be&xuseafdnelug;ammhﬂhl’nusesmdfaung

dblndlﬂenuhlmaslutgndwﬂl

of whether the liberalization is added, Masaoka fur-

ther asked that:

Eé])mdmsbemﬁunbmhmandfed
2) The Statute of Limitations barring action

agmnst government for evacuation losses be

(3)Amnnmum fee which attorneys might charge
for their services, be reduced from 20%to 10%.

Meantime, President Truman signed a
sao,ooobnuonmyls 1947, topqy?’l
intwo
WRA camp fires: the 1943 Christmas fire at

fire at Manzanar. first
US. payment for evacuee
chunngsmHRﬂGSweeheldMayﬁ

Gwynne decdlared, “There was no sabotage by
persons of Japanese descent. On the contrary, the
people involved had a higher p of enlist-

tion and management of property. The depart-
ment’s role in support of the measure was one of the
high points of the hearings.

Dillon S. Myer, head of the Inter-American
Institute and former WRA director, explained the
timetable for evacuation made losses inevitable and
general confusion during the early days over prop-

management. Much of the losses, he added,
against

erty
were due to acts of vandalism
ed

menlsmdbearmedfomsdmnthemumwndeav

Rep Sam Hobbs (D-Ala.) complimented the sub-
committee for “giving the House the opportunity to
pass!.hnshllwhxdusgandedmhmu'mdm;u&

Rep Homer D. Angell (R-Ore.) also compliment-
ed the House committéé and told of the evacuation
of large numbers of Japanese Americans from Ore-

gon. “They suffered material damage and were
mdeedloyalmmmtm

Walter, a veteran of WWI and WWII, spoke in
tribute to the Nisei soldiers who were “some of the

mﬁmnlthalduewnmtamed‘wu

>d property, forced
general deterioration. Like McCloy, he also praised
the cooperative attitude of the evacuees and
stressed the role of the Nisei evacuees in the 442nd
combat team and the war effort.

Francis Biddle, Attorney General at the time of
Evacuation, declared the mass evacuation was one
of the most tragic occurrences of the war. He urged
the committee to speed up action because the bill
would only compensate the evacuees for severe loss-
es but would remedy a moral wrong.

Edward J. Ennis, head of the Justice Depart-
ment’s Enemy Alien Control Unit during the war,
praised the bill which, he said, was well calculated
to achieve the objective of restoring some degree of
the losses which the evacuees sustained as a result
of Evacuation. It is “a small way to make amends”
and emphasized that evacuees should receive retri-
butions for their grievous losses in view .of their
accorded to the

sabotage brought against p
asth-ymtheUmtedSmeundHawm

Rep. Angier L. Goodwin (R-Mass.) declared pas-
sage of HR 3999 "will show to the world “we are
ready, willing and anxious to go forward with reme-
dial legislation and attempt to redress those wrongs
and do the right thing in the interests of simple jus-
tice”

Delegate Joseph R. Farrington (R-Hawaii)
dedamdhewas'vaymud’:mﬁ:vud’ﬁnsm

sure, although the number of J;
evacuated from the Territory of wnslmut
ed” -

Masaoka hailed the action. He credited the

before adj t on Sunday, July 27, HR 3999
was tabled in the Senate Judiciary Committee until
January, 1948.

Truman. Urges § y Action
(Feln'!mry,lgﬁs) pecd

ﬁ?ymgﬂdum?m
M 2,to up legislation an the unfin-
buanmy Evmbmw as well early removal
ufranl!ornabmnlhmmwtndlpnhihtquh—
fed J; and other “neligib
[rvmhunnmgUSuhm'lhsetwmm-
dations were among the ten the President named in
his special vil rights message to the Congress.
“This is the first time that any President has rec-

complete
Galen M. Fisher of the wartime West Coast
Committee on American Principles and Fair Play
declared his support of the bill because, besides pro-
viding elemental justice and fair play, it would give
to democratic elements in wuull-day
Japan who “are watching everything we do here.”
Mike Masaoks, l@slanvednradnrnfd\eJACL
Anti-Discri

wound up the heanng and concluded with an
urgent appeal for urgent Senate. action. The Nisei
rmddunngdmwzrmdmrnnd hope

that Congresss would' recognize the merits and
dm-ahhtyd'ﬂ)eﬂmpasedm;hmm

Ptufdun'lhmnsigned
on July 2,1948, authorizing the Attorney
adjudicate claims for loss of real or per-
sonal property arising out of the 1942 Evacuation.
By the Jan. 3, 1950 deadline, the Justice
Department had recelved 24,064 claims, requesting
thepuymmt of $129,996,589.80. As the adjudica-
was too technical and administra-
t:vely expensive, the JACL at its 1950 National
for amendment to au-

and pan
Some in JACL felt the authorization was too

$36,874,240.99. Eight claims, each for about
$1,000,000 or mare, and nine cases in which the
claimants were not satisfied, were filed in the Court
d’(}laim&_t;:s unsatisfactory as it was,” noted

Maanrks

ommended in a special message to the Congress
legislation directly beneficial to the Ji in

1947, by the House Judiciary
dmmsp-undadbyRedemWGwyme(Rlowa)
d y Chapman d the bill
was nmum-mwhxdlweasnnahmhaveareal
and immediate obligation to meet ... toward dis-
chargingavuyd&nitemnloﬂigan’wdwmper-
sons, most of them citizens who, as I have said, were
guxltyofnomecﬂutha?’mewldhnh
and ancestry”
WmmmDﬂlanMywwldthemhumnmb

Clair Engle (D-Calif.), nshdx‘lmﬂo&mgthehll
in 1946, cited reports from the House Un-American
Actmbes (Ianmlmae that charged mare than 25%

ness losses as a direct restlt of Ev
the final award is under $2,500 the commission
could make immediate payment. On sums over

$2,500, Congressional approval was required. Sen.
Pat McCarran (D-Nev.), chairman of the judiciary
steered the bill to Senate passage.

It moved thel-lmmdolikewm.hndm
Interior Department’s bill (HR 6780) was doomed
for the 79th Session as Rep. Claire Engle (DRed

uff, Calif.) ez the opposition of two
(with Rep. Jobn Phillips, alsq of Califoriiia). Under
House consent calendar passage requires

ime for deration in the closing

1Bill Hosokawa, Nisei: the Quiet American
(1999, p442)

Larry Tojiri. “Nisei USA,” PC, Aug. 10, 1946,
pa .

were “disloyal” and
mgadﬂunhmpumsmdabmshehmedfmn
benefits.

National JACL President Hito Okada of Salt
Lake City said JACL recognized that in wartime
every person suffers and sacrifices. “We do not now
argue that many other Americans suffered and sac-
rificed less but we do insist that what happened to
us was unique and was visited upon no other group
of Americans.

“mis-
d" He

y
America,” Masaoka said. The eight others, some of
whschaﬁaa.)qpanaeaswdl were directed toward
1) t of the Fair Empk

Prac-
tices Commission, (Z)apunmnent C:vil Rights _

Commission, (3) a Joint C
unleRxghtu (4)nuvdnghmdwmwmthe
ustice Department, (6) strengthening the avil
nghtssuum (7) federal laws against lynching, (8)
statehood for Hawaii and Alaska.
Nonetheless, action by the Senate on HR 3999
was delayeq unn]uh:a): 21 when seven witnesses

Judiciary of
Sens. John C. Cooper (R-Ky) and Warren

Magnuson (D-Wash.)
First witness, John J. McCif; president of Warld
Bankandfnma.mntmunqumtm—

worded, misunderstood s
addedﬂzeADC(JAClhwlobbymgm)hnd
no objéction to renunciants and
mmd:buéhdhh’!hfl\dum
mmhmmmﬂzuﬂhth

1965:
Last Evacuation Claims
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Making a difference starts with

INDIVIDUALS

Hir
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ICOLE AND I can honestly say

that after a year and a half, we are

comfortable in our positions as

JACL National Youth/Student

Representative ~ and  JACL
National You'.hlStudenl Chairperson respec-
tively.

In a way, we feel as if we have “come of
age.” “Generation Xers” we may be, but this
“coming of age” does not come without its
obligations. Presently, we have been given an
opportunity to address you, the readers, on
our insights of what we have seen and may

/ see as “Generation Xers” who have done
something to try to dispel the stereotypes
about our generation.

As JACL's youth/student representatives,
Nicole and I have had the experiences of
going out into the Japanese American and
Asian American communities. All the talking
that we did with other cofimunity members
has led us to believe that the AA community
Reeds to be more proactive and start dialogu-
ing with one another.

As leaders in the community, we strive to
share a common goal — to make our commu-
nity and our society a better place. In order to
achieve this goal, we all must be on the same
page and feel as passionate about it as the
next person. Each of our individual ethnic
groups have their own struggles and injus-
tices, but overall, we have all been oppressed.
And because we are not always given forums
to express our opinions, we need to start get-
ting involved and getting our voices heard

AAs need to break this image that we are
unseen and unheard. Politics govern our
lives; it defines what is good and bad, right
and wrong. The current debate about deny-
mg ahzens}up to US—bom children of un-

an le of
how government directs our lives. It instills
in the minds of the American people that
what they are doing is okay because it is val-
idated by the government.

The government has been excluding others
for many years. These exclusion laws have
set the tone for further legislation like
California’s Proposition 187. In order to
change the political tone, especially to reflect
the needs of the AA community, we must
become active participants of the political
process by voting or running for public office.

Individually or collectively, AAs can make
a difference. We should take to heart the
phrase, “power in numbers,” especially
because Asian immigrants are becoming the
fastest growing group in the United States

today. A way we can achieve part of this
power is by broadening our definition of com-
munity. We can even start by broadening our
own JA community to include multiracial
JAs, Japanése nationals, and JAs from all
generations. By broadening the definition of
community to include other Asians and AA
groups, we have the power in numbers to
make a difference and come closer to achiev-
ing our goal for a better society.

The AA community’s rallying for Bill Lann
Lee's nomination for the top civil rights job in
the t of Justice is a prime exam-
ple of howthe AA community along with
other ethnic eommunities are coming togeth-
er. Groups like the JACL and OCA are work-

ing hard, pressuring Congress for Lee’s con-
ﬁrmahun and educating the public about hlls

omi Ueha & Nicoke Inowve

(1) a district-wide competition in each of
the eight JACL districts, and
(2) a national competition at the 1998
JACL National Convention in Philadelphia
L]

Minoru Yasui, famous as one of the three
Nisei who challenged the internment of JAs,
was a civil rights attorney in the Portland,
Ore., area. In 1952, Yasui was honored as the
JACL's Japanese American of the Bienrium.

World War II, Yasui chalienged the
constitutionality of the curfew law imposed
on JAs: He was found guilty of violating the
curfew law and served a nine-month prison
sentence, and during the process almost lost
his dtizenship.

After the war, Yasui went on to practice
law and served as Iegal counsel for various

quahﬁcshons The powm' in b
of his

1s. In 1979, he was
d chair of the JACL Committee on

Wur‘hng together as a global community
will be the key to the future. But it has to
start with ‘us as individuals. We ourselves
will have to make that personal choice to
become involved

We can start by educating ourselves on
current issues. When you don't agree with a
particular issue, make noise by contacting
your local, state and/or federal officials. How
they decide to vote on a particular issue will
depend on who, from their constituents, they
hear from. Voting is also a good way to par-
ticipate, and so people should vote.

Involve your family, especally your chil-
dren. They are our future. Foster leadership
by encouraging them to participate in their
school’s student body. Empower them.
Encourage them to-speak up when injustice
occurs. If they see you as parents getting
involved and caring about what is going on,
they will want to become involved because
they see the importance of it. Fhat is one rea-
son why Nicole and I are involved with
JACL. Nlm)e had her parents as role models
in active, and I had a mentor who
saw the importance of students and young
adults becoming involved. These are some of
the things we have learned from our experi-
ences with the JACL.

OU AS parents can start involving your
children by encouraging them to enter
the JACL 1998 Min Yasui Oratorical Con-
test, a nation-wide speech contest, with a
chance to win a cash prize.
The competition is open to high s¢hool stu-
dents 16 years old and above and under-
graduate c\ollege students It has two phases:

Redress. He traveled the country in that
capacity advocating redress for JAs interned
during WWIL.

Because of his contributions, this competi-
tion was named in his honor in hopes of con-
tinuing to inspire young adults to discuss cur-
rent issues affecting the APA community.

@

Speeches for the contest should be no
longer than five minutes and should respond
to one of the follawing questions:

(1) How can we increase positive pom-ay-
als of Asian Pacific Americans in light of anti-
immigrant/foreigr. sentiment and the cam-
paign finance scandal?

(2) What do you think is needed for the
development of future APA political leaders
and, Specifically, how can the JACL develop
the leaders of tomorrow?

(3) How do you think multiracial heritage
should be addressed by the 2000 Census?
What impact will multiracial AAs have on
the future of the JA/APA community?

(4) With the increase of anti-Asian inci-
dents and racial violence, and President
Clinton’s recently formed race relations com-
mission, what should be the role of APAs?

Winners of the district competitions will
receive free travel to the 1998 JACL National
Convention in Philadelphia July 3-4. The dis-
trict winners will compete against each other
for a cash prize.

For more information, please contact one of
the following JACL offices:

Chicago, 773/728-7170; Fresno, 209/486-
6715; Los Angeles, 213/626-4471; San
Franciso, 415/921-5225; Seattle, 206/623-
5088; Washington, D.C. 202/223-1240. ®

1998

The year of
the tiger

National Japanese American Memorial Foundation

Correction to last week's list of major
donors: Dr. James Taguchi of Denver, CO
should .have been placed under the
Sponsor's category.

Happy New Year

./ e Pacific Citizen Rep Silvana Watanabe
L.A. Vegefable s Ex-Officio Jefferson Itami .
Exchange, Inc. Readriarredy CHAPTER PRESIDENTS
7 o JACL Boise Valley ........................ .Ed Hirahara
SAKICHI TANIMOTO ottt TROL Idaho Fulls . Walter Sato
Sal Lake JACL Mt. O . Jeff NaRashima
Bonded Commission Merchants =il PO gﬁﬁk’g%“‘”’ -Micki Kawakami
Faplin 4 ' e City......
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Los Angeles, CA 90021
(213) 623-4211
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2nd Vice Governor

Intermountain
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rnor ...

Seichi Hayashida




Tales of' the
Truk Lagoon

By dtanley N. K anzaki

RLD War II, early dawn of
February 17, 1944, somewhere
in the South Pacific. The first
planes of Vice Admiral Marc

Mitscher’s task forc® have left the aircraft
carriers to begin “Operation Hailstorm.” The
mission is to fly and destroy the Japanese
Imperial Navy's 4th Fleet on Truk Lagoon,
Micronesia. The raid lasts two days and a
night, ending in its destruction.

The lagoon was an ideal naval base 40
miles across, 822 square miles with 15 pri-
mary islands. The raid destroyed over 60
ships, 250 planes and .ended thousands of
lives. Military historians called this the turn-
ing point of the Pacific War. The sunken
ships were a monument of the world gone
mad but now the largest man made reef in
the world résting peacefully on the bottom.

Meanwhile, prior to the raid, what was the
situation on the Japanese Imperial Naval
base? This story I'm about to relate is
bearsay It is not a historical fact and

to refute or sub it,
But it has some drama to write about.

tale begins with the shore comman-
der angrily observing the last of the
major combat ships departing the base. He
and all hands in the command knew that a
U.S.'naval raid was inevitable and the end
coming, but not the when. This was an omi-
nous sign. It further angered him to know
that all who remained were being abandoned
and sacrificed. A command decision was
made. An invitation sent out to all hands for
one final party on the main island of Moen. It
must have been a great bash with much saké
lasting all night long. But—then there was
one problem. When dawn came and all
hands were hung over the inevitable came to
pass, for Operation Hailstorm greeted them
and as the saying goes the rest is history.
]

Now 53 years later, October 13, 1997, on
the 107 ft. live-aboard dive ship the “Truk
Aggressor I1,” ten impatient SCUBA divers

sat through a briefing for the first dive on the
“Shinkoku (Nation of God) Maru.” This was
a huge 500 ft. tanker resting on an even keel
ft. at its deepest point. Hellcat and
Avenger torpedo bombers attacked her, but a
large bomb dropped during a night raid final-
ly sunk her into Davy Jones's locker. Despite

the damages we were to find it still in good:

state of preservation. A total of seven dives
were made on this wreck including one night
dive. Of the 60 wrecks, we ended diving on
eight including one Zero and a “Betty”
bomber.

The briefing over, we hurriedly put on our
ere was for we were

about to dive inte history, an underwater war
museum and the ghost fleet of Truk Lagoony

We jumped off easily from the dive platform ,

and was handed our underwater cameras
and videos.

Following down the anchor line we spotted
the 'ship’s king-post that looked like small
stanchions on the Brooklyn Bridge. The
marine growth gave the wreck natural beau-
ty cloaked in bright rainbow colors from the
soft corals, sponges, sea fans, gorgonias, mol-
luscs and clouds of tropical ﬁshas It looked
like an English garden, especially when the
sun was strong. Only nature can create beau-
ty on what was once the ugly machineries of
war.

We swam above the ship like underwater
Hellcats and then dropped deeper upon
reaching the stern. Locating a torpedo hole
we began our penetration of the interior.
Turning on our lights we saw the confusion of
numerous pipes, cables and boilers of the
engine room. Squeezing in-between the
openings and peering through floating sedi-
ments we saw the Japanese “furo,” unen-
crusted white commodes and urinals scat-
tered. ThlsamalswhattheNavymllslhe
“head.” At the sick bay I was surprised to see

remnants of an autoclave. Medical bottles -

and equipment strewn near what was once
an operating table. Barely identifiable was
the galley and the mess. | imagined seeing

of‘h Pt

152° [00E

,‘ 1
“Herit £ Kenibu

him. Was this their
finally end as a skull in the deep? Perhaps
Figure 2. Truk Atoll: The Barrier Reef and Islands within the Lagoon. ﬂuv:umw?you’. lt?m'moﬁhemhng
UKN al Intell Division 1845, 391 Bnmh Crown copyright, saw on g-
: "mtl:ltheg‘me 5 ‘of the C: of Her Bri Majesty's F‘dhmwd Maru caught in
Stationery Office) b o i an anemone; no
< struggled it could not
free itself, and the tormenting bites of the
“Torraku-Té' (Truk Island)—Indeed, Japanese pi e in A B i e e B G e

ly, the Carolines—basically from Palau.at the westem edge across 2, 000 mlles lo v
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sailors through my mask eating gohan and
hearing them proudly sing the “Gunkan
Machi” through my water pressured ears
Ascending higher, there was the wheel house
and the telegraph machine. There were arti-
facts such as the encrusted ordnance, saké
bottles, saké cups and flask§, and chinaware
s0 preserved that it can be used to serve food
after a quick rinse.

The most amazing artifact was a thick
book with kanji print. Even after being sub-
merged for over 50 years it was still readable.
As one diver said, “Hey, look at here. It says,
“Yankee go home"”

Coming up on the fore deck near the gun
mount a cold sweat broke out on my Polartec
suit-covered back. Looking at me in an eter-
nal stare was a human skull. I pointed my
Nikonos V underwater camera but did not
press the shutter for I felt it to be profane to
do so. He was once a living human being with
loved ones who do not know of his fate.

1 checked my dive computer and saw it
was time to ascend. As I slowly did so a voice
seem to call out, “The horror. The horror”

(m]

That night on the top deck I stretched out
a beach chair and laid a mattress and g blan-
ket on it. Being from the city I at times enjoy
sleepmgundertbe instead of in an air-

ys to
Joseph Conrad’s “The Heart of Darkness.” In
short, the story is about Captain Marlow’s
search in the Congo jungle for Mr. Kurtz. The
latter, the main character, is a white trader
and ivory hunter tormented and ruthless.
Then I recalled Francis Coppola’s classic

their souls to be dark and evil and can only
utter, “The horror! The horror!”

surprised me that in the middle of Truk
1 came up with these thoughts
to realize the similarities

Ponape at the eastern edge)/matches the 18th century history of Japanese emi-
gratlon to Hawaii, North and South America. This map appears in Mark Peattie's
amazing book, Nanyo: the Rise and Fall of the Japanese in Micronesia 1885-

1945; University of Hawaii Press, 1988.

PHOTO BY STANLEY KANZAK!
Taken on Deck of Fujikawa Maru (60 feet deep) in Truk (Chuuk) Lagoon, Federated Sl{'os
of Micronesia

ever enshrined in Japan’s Yasukuni Jinja.

With visions like this I knew it was time to
get some sleep. As I laid down I thought of
the once proud Japanese Imperial Navy, but
as the poet wrote, “The paths of glory lead
but to the grave.”

It seemed like a short while that I opened
my eyes. Like in a dream I saw in the dis-
!anmadotasxfmadebyﬂredfekpenona
dark

watched in wonder the beauty of a new day
arising. As the sun rose its rays colored the
clouds red, which seemed to cleanse the
earth.

m]

Standing by the railing I thought about
the video I saw the night before on the fifti-
eth anniversary of the battle. Former com-
batants from America, Japan and Truk
returned in peace. They gathered the
remains of the dead from the sea and cere-
moniously each in their cultural manner cre-
mated them. Their ashes were then returned
back into the sea. In memoriam a small mon-
ument was placed on the deck of the sunken
Fujikawa Maru 110 feet. below.

Finally the sun was like a great big red
beach ball bouncing on the blue surface of the
water, then to rise heavenward. It was truly
awesome. | felt hopeful and so happy to be
alive. I must have felt just like that little
Italian silk-winder Pippa from Robert
Browning’s poem “Songs from Pippa Passes™
when she was inspired to say, “God’s in his
heaven — All's right with the world™

PT: After Truk I spent a few
days in Honolulu wearing puud]y my
Truk T-shirt which displayed several black
silhouettes of the sunken ships and a rising
sun on the back. As with most tourists I went
to the huge Ala Moana ing Center.
There I was looking at a display of bento,
decading which one to buy.
Nearbylnoucedaneldedy.lapsn&egen
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Exceptional programs
for Watsonuville JACL

By MAS HASHIMOTO
1996 Chapter President

HE Watsonville, Calif,, Chapter has
had an exceptionally busy year. Soon
after our January Installation
Dinner, which honored the memory
of two former presidents — Tommy Sakata
and Kee Kitayama, we were confronted in
February with criticism in the Watsonville
newspaper by several Caucasian citizens of
our Day of Remefbrance and Redress pro-

-grams. Our chapter responded with a full

page explanation of the Japanese and
Japanese American experiences that includ-
ed discriminatory laws; forced evacuation
(internment); loss of civil rights; the contri-
butions of the 100th/442nd RCT and MIS
veterans; court cases of Korematsu, Yasui,
Hirabayashi, and Endo; and the success of
redress. It became apparent that we needed
to secure sufficient funds to educate our com-
munity; therefore;we started our own “Day
of Remembrance Edycation Fund " \

In April our chapfer helped to sponsor the

showing of Beyond Barbed Wire, in

film
iy g B the Pacific Film Festival

We expected 300 people to attend, but nearly
1,000, mostly Caucasian and school children,
were in attendance. A second showing was
required, for the theater held only 570 seats.
That night a special tribute was accorded our
World War-II Nisei veterans of the Pajaro
Valley (Santa Cruz and northern Monterey
Counties).

In June, a $20,000 donation from Mrs.
Keiko Kitay to be used for scholarship
was received in memory of her husband, Kee
Kitayama, a past JACL president. This
year's recipients were Mindy Uyematsu,
daughter of Robert and Sachiko
Uyematsu, and Nikolas Chan, son of
Thomas and Debbe (Hoshiyama) Chan
Mindy is a freshman attending University of
Southern California, majoring in pre-busi-
ness law, and Nikolas is at UC Berkeley,
majoring In political science and internation-
al law.

After an absence of several years, the
chapter, along with Kokoro no Gakko (a

summer cultural school) stu-
dents, entered a float in the
“Spirit of Watsonville”
Fourth of July parade and
won third place.

The annual August com-
munity picnic, which dates
back to the early 19205, is
one of the highlights of the
year. It features something for everyone —
bingo for the seniors, barbeque for the
younger paremts, and races for the children
Many local businesses and friends contribute
to the raffle, and entertainment is provided
by our Watsonville Taiko and a talented
ensemble led by Mark Takeuchi.

For six weeks starting in September, our
chapter worked with the Santa Cruz City
Public Libraries, the University of California
Santa Cruz Library, and the Watsonville City
Public Library on the Smithsonian Institu-
tion’s traveling exhibit, “A More Perfect
Union: Japanese Americans and the
United States Constitution.” Displays,
lectures, panel discussion, video reviewing,
film festival, school invitations, etc., were
executed in fine fashion. The highlight of the
event was a panel discussion led by author
Jeanne Wakatsuki Houston (Farewell to
Manzanar). Other panelists were Dr.
Masako Miura of Topaz and Manzanar,

artist-instructor Howard Ikemoto
Lake), Libia Yamamoto of the Peruvian
Japanese Oral History Project, and Mas
Hashimoto, internee of Salinas Assembly
Center and Poston I .
* Another criticism of the Japanese
WWII USS. Naval officer and now communi:
ty college instructor, appeared in a Santa
Cruz newspaper. Once again a full page
response Was required explaining the
Japanese American experience.

A good friend of our JACL, popular history
instructor Sandy Lydon of Cabrillo College
(Aptos), wrote a new book, The Japanese in
the Monterey Bay Region: A Brief History. In
conjunction with the San Benito County
JACL chapter, we had very successful a book
signing party at our Watsonville JACL
Kizuka Hall on Dec. 6

Finally, in January at our Installation

Dinner, we will be honoring our JACLer of

the Year — Willie Yahiro, a former high
school teacher and now an insurance broker
who specializes in helping farm workers with
health benefits. Willie had hel to estab-
lish our JACL Blue Cross me&iial program.
As a current trustee of tne Pajaro Valley
Unified Schooi District (18,000 K-12 enroll-
ment), he has consistently taken strong
stands supporting civil rights issues. B
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Sonoma County Chapter JACL
satisfied at 1997 year’'s end

BY MEI NAKANO

The Sonoma County Chapter JACL ended
the year of the ushi (ox) with its annual
mochitsuki, heaving a sigh of satisfaction at
having fulfilled its mission of promoting-com-
munity solidarity, fostering knowledge of

nostalgic picnic games as sacst, apple-
peeling contests, and the like. 3

Joint Potluck Dinner. The annual
potluck dinner, which the Chapter and the
Redwood Empire Chinese Association take
turns ing, h d in S ber, this

plain, or stuffed with an.

Ongaing Programs. But the Chapter is
not all fun and food. Among its ongoing pro-
grams is the Enman No Tomo monthly pro-
gram for the elderly. More than a dozen years
old now, under the leadership of Lucy
Kishaba and Kinu Iwamoto from its incep-
tion; the program features exercise, educa-
tional events, and enriching field trips. This
year, the group published a cookbook, a com-

Sugihara, who told the extraordinary
saga of his father Chiune Sugihara via video
mpeandannnaﬁveafhispem:fmlexpai-

ence.
At a reception afterwards, Tami Adachi,

pilation of all those “May I have your recipe?”

that emerge from community din-

Japanese culture and arts, and participating  fourth year c'&duured by/Marie Sugiyama ners. be run again.
in the resolution of civil and human rights and Ruth Serrano. Initiated by the Chapter . The also sponsors the Sonoma Kuan Kao Case. This case, in which a
issues in the larger society. as an effort to form closer ties with other County Taiko i il

At the same time, past and current
President Carol Kawase sees plenty of chal-
lenges ahead. Two large discussions lie large

on the table: (1) whether or not to actively™

support the push for an initiative to restore
affirmative action in’ California and (2) the
question of establishing some sort of long
term care for the elders of our JA community.
(Where I refer to the “JA community” or “com-
munity,” here and, elsewhere in this piece, I
mean the body comprised of both JACL and
Enmanji Buddhist Church members, a long-
standing, rather unique relationship of mutu-
al respect, cooperation and support.)
Community New Year’s Banquet.
1997 started out—as it does every year—with
a New Year's potluck banquet you'd be hard-
put to match, with the Chapter and the
-&lmamn taking charge in alternate years.
lectables from sushi to salmon to apple pie
appear and each year more lavish than the
last. Most folks here treasure this 40-year-old
tradition which we use as the ion to

Asian groups, it is a proven winner with over
150 attendees this year. Not only do we each
share our cultural arts (e.g., food, tai chi,
taiko), we support one another in civil and
human rights issues, as for example, the
Chapter’s support for investigating the Kuan
Kao case see below.

Keiro Kai. Back when they were still in
the community, the Sansei began this annual
event to honor the elderly. Then, the elderly
were mostly Issei. Today, with the Issei all but
gone, and the Sansei scattered thither and
y:}n, the Chapter honors its “over 70" with a
luncheon in October—and entertainment
guaranteed to keep the honorees awake.

i Nite. Hard on the heels of the above
event, Sushi Nite looms forth as the one fund-

groups area-wide. Led by Bruce
Shimizu, one-time JACL youth director, the
group is comprised of an equal number of
Japanese Americans and persons from other

A well-stocked Library about the history
and culture of Japanese Americans is also
maintained by the Chapter. Material can be
checked out for one month, and, at different
functions such as the Sushi Nite when a larg-
er public is on hand. Current library keeper
Alice Kashiwagi displays the books, slides
and videos.

The Chapter is proud of its Scholarship
program as well. Under the leadership of
Margaret Wallman," the Scholarshi
C r v v

raiser of the year. Highly ful, this 15-

year-old annual event attracts ever more din-

ers from the larger community each , 80

that they comprise about 75% of the cus-

tomers. So successful was the event this year,
o

install officers and board members, bestow
Chapter’s fishermen's prizes and awards. It
affords yet another, opportunity to strengthen
ties as a kind of large community family.
Community Picnic. Among the other
annual events is the Community Picnic in
June. JACL administered scholarships are
awarded at that time, The Chapter provides
the main dish where all ages get into the fun
part, and compete in such traditional and

d by Alyce Sugiy and Marga-
rette Murakami, doors had to be closed an
hour or so after opening, everything from
inari-zushi to special order nigiri items gone.

Mochitsuki. Few f s

would be willing to give up this traditional
December event sponsored by the Chapter,
chaired this year and others by Curly Ishizu
Over 75 members took great pleasure in

ding, grinding and molding 900 pounds
of mochi into kasane and individual cakes,

SnAke River Valley JACL

I e e
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Dyke Nagasaka

JAPANESE SWORDS
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Tracy Nakamura
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Weiser, ID 83672 Weiser, ID 83672
(208) 549-3841 (208) 549-1403

Blackfoot

f vom the
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Season’s Greetings
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d $6,400 in.awards
this year to high school graduates, and a sub-
stantial ongoing grant to a post-graduate stu-
dent.

Special Events. As in the numerous
forums held last year (“Color of Fear” Forum
on racial bigotry, the Hapa Forum, two
Health Care forums), the Chapter usually
sponsors at least one special event. This year,
we sponsored the Sugihara Exhibit and
Program. Chaired by Mei Nakano, and in
cooperation with the Alliance for the Study of
the Holocaust out of Sonoma State
University, the event generated area-wide
interest. A standing-room-only crowd at
SSU's Warren Auditorium greeted Hiroki

Season’s Greetings

brated county-wide, and spawned the move-
ment for a Civilian Review Board. Our
Chapter supported the local Chinese
Association’s effort to have the incident thor-
oughly investigated by outside authorities as
a possible case of a cvil rights violation
because of race and one of several possible
cases of excessive force used by the police. We
are currently participating in discussions to
create a Civilian Review Board.

JACL as Resource. Our Chapter has
established itself in the minds of members of
the county as a, resource for speakers on
Japanesé American history and culture and
for participation in civil and human rights
issues Having been listed in county human
rights groups and Board of Education direc-
tories as such, members are often called upon
to speak before students or at local events.
Increasingly, Sansei are heeding the call.

. In sum, the Chapter’s “sigh of
satisfaction” comes from what it deems a wor-
thy as well as enjoyable program accom-
plished for the year. Membership chair Jim
Murakami reports that new members are
replacing those lost by attrition so that the
roll remains stable. More Sansei are taking
part. Monthly board meetings bring together
an average of 17 members, an outstanding
record by any account. These tellingly reflect
the interest and optimism with which
Chapter members view the coming year. B
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LACL chgdpter Presidents

roster of JACL chapter presidents, an 11-year update since its second appearance in the 1986

ere is the thi:

New Year Special. The first one was published in 1955 on the occasion of Nationa! JACL's 25th anniversary. It
has been, a gigantic task to convert the material from the old pages into a computerized file—thanks to Lani
Miyamoto and Brian Tanaka—but hereafter a veritably simple job to maintain, update and correct. The P.C
will acknowledge new information and corrections in a timely manner. (odu = Organization date unknown)

60 Sam Kitabayashi

Alameda
Organized April 6, 1832
George

42 Scotty Tsuchiya
Reactiwated June 13, 1947

4748 John Towata

49-50 Shiro Nakase

51 Haruo Imura

52 Dr. Roland Kadonaga

53 Yasuo Yamashita

54 Tom Haratan

55 Yasuhara Kotke

56 George Ushyima

57 George Yoshumura

58 Kitty Hiras

59 Yoshio Isono

60-61 Heromu Akag:

62-63 Min Yonekura

64-65 Shiro Takeshita |

66-67 Ha Fupimori |

68 George

69 Al Koshiyama

70 Shigeki Sugiyama
71 Shiro Takeshita
7273 Heromu Akag
7475 Kent Takeda
76-77-Hi Heromu Akagi
7879 Yas Koike

80-86 Nancy Tajima

87 Mrs. Tee Yoshiwara
8897 Nancy Tajima

(Anchorage)
92.96 Sylvia Kobayashs
97 Susan Churchil

(Los Angeles)
96-97 May Yamamoto

1834

50 Masao Tsutsumida

51 Sam I. Okuma

52 John Tadano

53 Masaji Inashita

54 Tom Kadomoto

55 Minoru Takiguchi

56 Mutt Yamamoto

57 Jim

58 Gearge Kishiyama

59 Cherry Tsutsumida /
Jim Kuhara

60-61 Cherry Tsutsurida

62 Mike Dobashi

6364 Hatsuye Miyauchs

65 era /

66 John Sakata
67-68 Richard Matswshi

77-78 Jim Shiota
79.81 Fumi Okabayashi

9192 Richard Matsuishi
93 Joseph R Allman
95 Lee Sakata
96-97 Richard Matsuishi

Chapter, decentral. 48 Tom Kanno

Easthay
t2ed tn 1953
53 George Yasukochi
54 Sho Sato
55 Ben Fukutome

56 Paul Yamamoto
7 Jiro N: ]

60 Masuji Fujii
61 Frank T Yamasaks
62Roy Marubayashs

66 Tak Shirazawa
67 Vernon Nishi
68 Goro Endo

69

77-78 Paul Takata

79-80 Gordon Kono

81 David Inouye

82-83 Kiyoshi Katsumoto
84-86 Tad Hirota

87-88 Gordon Yamamoto

“~—__89.90 Presidential Council

79 Agn & Ken Yabusaki |
Al Sakate / G Yamamotd
64 Neal Ouye / Al Satake
95 Jane Ogawa |
Neal Ouye
96 Jane Ogawa /
Ron Tanaka

97 Mike Kamimoto /
Ron Tanaka

Boise Valley
1997
37-38 Heury Suyehura

39 Howard Fuju
40 Joe Saito

45 Soapy S. Sagamy
46 Tom Takatars
47 Edson Fuu

52 Seschi Hayashida
53 Manabu Yamada
54 Henry Suyehura
55 Tom Anma

y Miyasako
6970 Ishi Miyaks
7172 George Tamura
7374 Dean Hayashida
75.76 Yoshio Takahashi
77 James
78 Sam Fujishin
7980 Tok Yamashita
81 Barry Fujishun
52-83 Dr. Stanley Eto
84 Dr. John Muto
85-87 David Yoshida
88-89 Seiichi Hayashida
90 Dr. John H. Muto
91

9293 Seuch Hayashida
94-97 Ed Hirahara

Carson
Organized 1976
76-77 Joe Sakamoto
78-79 Tom Kawamoto
80-81 Miniam Nishida

;
%

ye Watanabe

50 oka
51 Masaji S Toks

52 Dr. James H. Takao
53-54 Joe E_Sugawara

60 Marnelle Watanabe
61 Hisashi Sugawara

62 Tak Kanya

63 Kay Watanabe

64 Frances Tojo / Kay Murata
65 Gardon Yoshikawa
66 Benny Okurn

67 Marnelle Watanabe
65 Ben Yamaguchi Jr

69 Masaji Toki

70 Jerome Abbott

71 Charles Longbottom
72 Benny Okura

73 Leo Smuth

74 Takashi Kanya

75 Gordon Yoshikawa

76 Fred Morioka

77 Judy Tbarra

78-79 Lida Fukumura
50 Bill Mimelees

81 Charles Longbotton:
82 Phyllis Ishusaka

83 Sturo Tanaka

84 Charles LeCrax

85 Jacqueline Vidsurek
86 Charles W Longbottom
87 Denmus A Kato

88 Jacqueline R Vidourek
89 Dr_Shiro Tanaka

90 Charies LeCrox

91 Linda Fukumura

92 Shiro Tanaka

93 Patriaa lkeda Carper
94 Ken Oya

95-97 Mane Matsunam

74-76 Toaru Ishiyama
77-80 Rev. George Nishumoto
81 Henry T Tanaka
82-84 Tom Nakao Jr
85 Henry T Tanaka
8557 Henry T Tanaka

y Yano

97 Soott Furukawa

Clovis
Organized Oct. 11, 1965
56 James Miyamoto
57 Fumio Ikeda

74-76 Daniel Uesug
77-76 Wilbam Nakatan
79-80 John Shinagawa
81-82 Jack Imada
8384

§7-88 Natsuko Ire;
89 Emest Liyama
90 Fred Takamsya
91.92 Joanne Muka:

95-96 Don Delcollo
97 Esther Takeuch:

Cortez
Organized Jan.30, 1948
4549 Gearge Yuge
5051 Sam Kuwahara
5252 Jack Noda
54.55 Ernest Yoshida
56 Albert Monmoto +

61 William Noda

62 Kaoru Masuda

63 George Okamura
64 Kaname Miyamoto
65 Don Toyoda

66 Peter Yamamoto
67 Yeichs Sakaguch:
68 Harry Kauoka

69 Ken C. Miyamoto

79 James Miyamoto

80 Diane Yotsuys

81 Roger K Masuda
B2 Lester Yamaguch:

51 Sutemi Murayama
52 James T. Taguchi
53 Hideo Yoshihara /

67 Ray E. Jenkins

68 Maj. Frank A. Titus
69 James

70 Fred Fisk

71 Gerald Hawkins
72:73 James Taguchi

-

78 Edward Nagatan
79 Dr James Nagatan:
80 Joe Katano

85 Ben Nagatani

86 Joe Katano

§7-88 June Fukawa

89 Ben Nagatan

90 Dr. James K. Nagatan:
91,92 .
93 Ben Nagatan

95.96 Dr_ James K Nagatan:
97 Ben Nagatan

59 Walter Miyao
60 Frank Watanabe

g
E
2
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70 Kaz Mayeds
70-71 William Okamoto

Takemoto
95-97 Valerie Nao Yoshunura

Diablo Valley
Organized April 18, 1977
77 Hiroshi Morodomi
78 Jack Nekashima

63-70 Walter Tatsuno

71 Mable Yoshuzaks

72.73 Mas Dobashi

74 Tak Endo, Mas Dobash:
75-76 Mas Dobash:

77-78 Dr. Robert T Obx
79-86 Douglas K. Masuda
87 Norman Arikawa
88-89 Dr. Robert T Ob:

Eden Township
i 1835

35-37 Kan Domoto

38 Mitsuteru Nakashima

3940 Giichi Yoshioka

41 Yoshito Shibata

42 Fukashi Nakagawa
Reactivated July 25, 1947

47 Tom S Haakeda

48 Taichi Domoto

49 Minoru Shinoda
Yoshimi Shibata

51 Minary Shinaa

52 Dr. Keschu Shuruzu
53 Dr. Frank Saito/ Kenji

Fupui
54 Dr. Frank Saito

89 Ada Wada
9091 Ichirg Nishida
92 Janet Mitobe

93 Victor Fujis /

John
94-96 Dick /
Karen Shis

Asahara
7576 William Y. Kashiwagi
77 Toshibei Pukushima
7879 Paul Takehara

naaiagay
.. 5

2
93 Larry Ota
94

52 Dr Sumio Kubo /
Jin
53 Jin Ishikawa

BBRAKR




70 Joe Obata 57 Gearge Nakao 7781 Lioyd Inui Louis Oki
71 Lawson Sakai George Okamoto Pocifica-long 41 George Sakamoto 13
72 Benny Yamane Bill Beach JACL Kay <
7374 James Yamane 60 Dr. Yutaka Toyods 82 Duane Ebata 46 JelTK. >
75-76 Shig Yamane 61 Shurei Matsumoto 83 Christine Iwanaga 47 Tom Matsumoto/Roy -3
7 Sakai 62 Terry Manji 84 Colleen Konishi 5
78 Bob Hirahara 63 Roger Tokunaga 85 Kathy Tokudomi , 48 KayTakemoto - I
79 Ray Yamagishi 64 Robert Kodama 86 Ken Takeda 49 Howard Nakae ~
john Hanamoto 65 Arthur Oji 87 Gearge Ono 50 James Makimoto =
81 Jumes Ogawa 66 George Yoshumoto 88 Craig Takiyama 51 Frank =]
82 Sam Soda Clark 89 Takashi Fujii /Jay 52 Homer Takahashi =
83 Atsuko Obata / Fred Matsu 53 Tadashi Yego Z
Misao Nizawa 69 Ray Fukui 90 Colleen Konishi 54 Koichi |
70 Tosh Sano 91 Alan Kita 55 Wilson z
85 John Kado 71 Harry Fukumitsu 92 Alan Nishio 56 Gearge Itow 5]
86 Dr. Enic R Naganeda 72 George Nakagawa %397 57 Hugo Nishimoto z
8788 Allan Kawafuchi Ken Yoshikswa 58 P =<
89 Michael F. Hoshida Sadao Itamura Parlier 59 Dr. Kay E. Kashiwabara g
90 Misao Niizawa 7576 Bill Heary ized 1935 60 Aster Koodo
91 Michael Hoshida 1 George Goto 77-78 Bill Tswji 3536 Akira Chiamorni 61 Ellen Kubo I
a2 79 Roy Hatamiya 37 Byrd Kumataka 62 Kunio Dkusu g s
93 Ten Iwanaga Nakao 38 James Kozuki 63 Harry Kawabata
b 81 George H. Inouye 39 Alira Chiamori 64'Jack Shinkawa
95-96 Kenneth Kamei Ge €2 R 4042 James Kozuks 65 Dick Nishimura —
97 Janet Yamane 1 , 8384 Mrs. Helen Manji Reactiated Jan. 29, 1949 66 Minoru Kakiuchu 3
> PhD. 49 Byrd Kumataka /Akira 67 Tom Takahasly z
Golden Gate et al Exec Council Cismori 68 Herbert Tokutam: z
ga 1980 i 86 Momoko Miriam 50 Kengo Osumi 69 Nobuya Nimura z
50-81 Sutni Honnami Hatamiya 51 Marcel Takata 70-71 Rusty Uratsu N
82 Morgan Ys 87-88 Fred Okimoto 52 Gerald M. Ogata 72 Seiichi Otow -
8384 Reyes 89 Irene Itamura 53 Kaz Komoto 73 Do Yamasaki >
85-86 54 Bill H Tsupi 74 Frank Kageta ©
87-89 Robert T. Kawamoto 91 Ciff Fukumitsu / Frank 55 Ronald K. Ota 75 Koichi ®
90 Katherine M. Reyes iya Jr. / Terry Itano 56 Ralph T Kimoto 76-77 Chester K. Yamada
9], 9% 92 Frank Hatamiya / 57 Harry T Kubo 76-79 Cosma
93.95 Robert Kawamoto Ttano/ Gerry Tsuruda 56 Bill Watamura 8081 Al Nitta
96 Yosh Nakashima akashima 93 Terry Itano 59 John Kashiki 8283 Kay Miyamura
97 Elisa Kamimoto / 53 94 Terry Manji / Gerry 60 Ralph T Kimoto 84-85 Ken Tokutomi
Carolé Tatsumoto Organized Feb., 1975 Tae Sano 61 Kengo Osumi _ 86 Lee
75-76 Toshio Y 55 Gearge Yagi 95-96 Roy Hatamiya / Yuki 6263 Robert | Okamura 87-88 Hike M. Yego
Greater LA Singles 77 Hiroshi Sakahara ) 56 Lester K. Yoshida Kyono / Mr. Terry Manji 64 James N. Kozulu
i 1982 7879 Edward L Hall / 57 Frank Shoji 97 Yuki Kyono 65 Bill H.Teuji 90 Ken Tokutomi
82 Midori Watanabe 8081 Shigemasa 58 Fred M. Hashimoto 66 Tom Takata 91.92 Thaya Craig
84 Tom Shimazaki 8284 Daniel Wa 59 Roy Okahara Mid-Columbia 67 Harry T Kubo 93 Chester Yamada
85 Kaz Yoshitomi 85-86 Betty Waki 60 Gene Hamaguchi Organized 1981 as 68 Tad Kanemote 9495
86 Karl £7-89 Mas Yamasaki 61 Tets Morimoto Hood River JACL 69 James N. Kozuki 9697 Thaya Mune Craig
87-88 Meriko Mori 90 Dr. Daniel Watanabe 62 Buddy T. Iwata 31 George Kinoshita 70 Robert I Okamura
89 Kei Ishigams 91.97 Betty Waki 63 Kazuo Masuda 32 Kumeo Yoshinari 71 Harry T Kubo Pocatello-Blackfoot
Shimazaki Frank Suzula 33 Kazuo Kanemasu 72 James N. Kozuks Organized 1941
91.92 Janet Okubo Idsho F: Nakashime ___ 34 Min Yasui 73 Bill H. Tsuji a Shiozawa
93.94 Christine Organized May 17, 1940 as 66 Waltes Morimoto 35 Kumeo Yoshinari 74 Larry 4243 Paul Okamura
9596 Miyako N. Kadogawa Idaho Renamed Mid Columbia 75-80 Noboru J. Dai 44 Novo Kato
97 Janet Okubo 40 Yukio Inouye . 8 Fred Hashimoto 3637 1-82 Robert 1. Okamura 45 Tom Morimoto
4142 Mitsug Kasai 38 George Kinoshita 83-84 James Goishs Hero
Greater Pasadena Area Renamed Idaho Falls 70-71 Robert Ohli 39 Harry Morioka Bill Teuji 47 Harvey Yamashita / Sam
4344 Yukio Inouye 7274 Nori Tashima 3940 Mits Takasumi 89 James Kozul Yokota
Eli 7576 Leonard 41 Mark Sato 90 James Goushi 48 George Shiozawa
71 Robert Uchida 47 Sadao Morishita 77.78 Caroline Nakashima 42 Kumeo Y 9,92 49 Paul Okamura / Masa
72 Fred Miwa 48 Fred Ochi 7980 Jean Reactivated May 19, 1946 93 Robert Okamura
73 Rei Osaki 49 Charles Hirai 81 Gary 4647 Mamoru Noji 94,95 50 Masa Tsukamoto
74 Robert Uchida 50 Joe Nishioka 82 Paul Okuye 48 9697 Tad Kozuks
75-76 Franklin Odo 51 Kay Tokita 83 Douglas Frago 49 Ray T Yasui
7790 52 Gearge H. Nukaya 84 Carole Koda 50 Sho -
9193 Crnig Higa /F Sata 53 85 Steven 51 Taro Asai It was first organized in
95.97 Bob Uchida Sam Yamasaki 86-87 Myrtle Shibata 52 Setsu Shitars 1938 as an
55 Gearge Tokita 8889 John D. Kirthara Nisei Civic League, then
e Shoji Nukaya 90 Carole Koda 54 Ray Sato with the JACL
Organized Mar. 11,1950 57 Joe Nishioka 91,92 55 4142 Nobu Kawai
50-51 Shio Harada 93 Grace Kimoto 56 Mamaru Apr. 3, 1948
52 Jack Ouchida 59 Bud 1. Sakaguchi 57 Gearge Nakamura 48 Nobu Kawai
53 Mas Fujimoto 6061 Leo H. Hosoda 95 uda 58 49 Kei ya
54 Toshio Okino 6263 Sach Mikami 9697 Gardon Marimoto 59 Clifford Nakamura 50'51 Dr. Tom T. Omon:
55 Kazuo Kinoshita 64 Sam Sakaguchi 60 Sho Endow Jr 52 Ken Dyo
56 Heary T. Kato 65 Todd Ogawa Lodi (odu) 61 Mits Takasumi 53 Jiro Oishi
57 Dr. Joe Onchi 6667 Harvo Yamasaki 4142 Sam Funami Taro Asai 5455 Tom T Ito
58 Jack 68 Sadao Morishita Nov 1,1976 63 RaySato 5657 Harns Ozawa
59 Kaz Tamura 6370 Gearge Nukaya 77 Taul Takao 64 Min Asai Ken
60 Edward Honma 71 Deto Harada 78 James Ishida 65 Gearge Tamura 60 Tom T. Ito
61 Kaizuo Kinoshita 7273 Hid Hasegawa 79 Fred H. Nagata 66 George Nakamura 61 Mack Yamaguchi
62 Dr Joe Onchi 74-75 Ronald Harada 80 David M 67 Homer 62 Eiko Matsui
63 Tosh 76 Margret Hasegawa 81 Kazuto Dajjogo 68 Dr. Saburo Akiyama 6364 Kimi Fukutaki
64 Heary T Kato 77.78 Clarke Kido 82 Gordon Nitta 69 Koe Nishimoto 65-66 Mary Yusa
65 Shigenari Nagae 7981 Gary Koyama 83 Dr. Keith Kanegawa 70 Tom Sumage 67-68 Mrs. Akiko Abe
66 Kazuo Tamura ta 84 Kenneth Takeda 7172 Tom Yasui 6970 Kimi Fukutaki
67 Mas Fuji 86 Shoji Nukaya 85 Dr. Ronald Oye 73 71 Mack Yamaguchi
68 Edward Fujii 87 Eli K Kobayashi 86 Sachi Ishida 74 Mitsuo Takasumi 7273 Thelma Stoody
69 Dr. Henry 88 &7 William Hinkle 75-76 Mamoru Noji 74 Mack Y
70 Richdrd Nishimura 89Todd T Ogawa 88 Kazuto Dajjogo 77 Mits Takamatsu 75-76 Mrs. Jane Tsuboi
71 Yosh Mishima 90 Brian Morishita 89 Frank Sasaki 78 Sam Meyle 77:60 Miyo
72 Heary Kato 9 90 Kenneth Takeda 79 Valiant T. Ogawa 68 Shigery i Kanegae 81 Jim Ishii
73 Kazuo Tamura 92 Yuki Harada 91,92 80 Suma Bullock, Bill 6370 Ken Nodzu Reactivated Jan. 11,1947 8283 Fred Hiraoka
74 Shigenar Nagae 9394 Tom Ogawa 93'Tom Kurahara Hirata (co-pres) 7172 Saige Aramaki 4748 Frank Mizusawa 84.94 Miyo Senzaki
75 Hiram Hachiya 95 Mrs. Carol Saito 94 81 Mrs. Maja Yasui 7374 Tosh Holi 49 Bill Okoda 91.97 Mack Yamaguchi
76 Richard Nishimura 96-97 Walter Sato 95 Kinji Hiramoto 82 Harry Iwatsuki 75 Yas Tokita 50 Elden Kanegae i
77 Dr. Henry Mishima - 96:97 Dennis Morita 83 Yoshi Kiyokawa 76 Joe Chiba 51.52 Hitoshi Nitta
78 Ed Honma . Imperial Valley 84 Ken Tamura 77-78 Keaneth Nodzu 5354 Ken Uyesugi Organized Oct.12, 1946
79 Shio Uyetake Organized May 12,1958 Marin County 85 Sam Asai 7981 Matsumori . 55-56 George Kanno 47 Tets Iwasaki
80 Edward Fujii 5859 Harry T Momita Organized 1975 86 Donna Schock 82 Yos Thiata 57.58 Harry Matsukane 4849 Jack K Ozawa
81-82 Henry Muramatsu 60 Hatsuo Morita 75 Bill Tsuji : 87 Nancy Tazhura 83 J.D. Inouye / Kenneth 59 Ichien 50 Mariko
83-Kazuo Kinoshita 61-62 George Kodama 7677 John Tateishi 88 Rhonda Wood Nodzu (corpres.) 60 Dr. Fred Kobayashs 51 Noboru Kobayashi /
84 Kenneth Nodzu 61 Henry Kanegae Naomi Nakano
52 Garry G. Oye
53 Ben Ohama
54 Dr. H. Tom Tamaki
55 William M. Marutan:
56S.Sim Endo
57 Warren H. Watanabe
58 Mrs.
59 Hiroshi Uyehara
Stanley Nagahashi
61 Allen H. Okamoto
62 Kaz Hori
63 Toshio Kaname /
Cogre
Roy Kita
Herbert J. Horikawa
66 N. Richard Horikaws
67 K Howard Okamoto
68 Mas Mi
69 Albert B. Tkeda
Dave
71 Albert B. Tkeda
7273 George K. Higuchi
4 George Suto
75-76 Thamas Sang
Russell P. Mesi
7879 Grayce K. Uyehara
1 Teresa Maebori
Kuniaki Mihara
784 Reiko Gaspar
85-86 Jack Ozawa
£7-88 Rodger Nogaki
89 Mas Nashi
Reiko .
9192 Tarynn Yokomizo
93 William Y, Kishi
94-96 Edmund M.
97 Paul M. Uyehara
Placer County ~
Chapter
May 1928
28-29 Yego
30-31 Kay Takemoto
32 Sam Sunada
33 Kay Takemoto
34 Tom Yego
35 Louis Oki
36 Tom Matsumoto
37 Cosma Sakamoto
38 Masayuki Yego
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Valley

Feb. 1831
3132 Jas. M. Yamamoto
3334 Daiichi Yoshioka
35-36 Toru Kuramoto

Lo Tanabe
7274 Smekllg
7576 Dr. Paul W. E

Mizukany

77 Gregory
;g'l\m&iéu

ura

40

4142 Goro Muramoto
Reactivated Aug. 10,1947

Henry Toketa (org.)

48 Dr. Yoshizo Harada /
Mitsuru Nishio

49 Mitsuru Nishio

50 Kiyo Sato

51 Wm._ M. Matsumoto

52 Gingi Mizutani

53 Tambara

54 Toko Fujii

55 Dean T. Itano

59 Rich Matsumoto
6061 Takashi Tsujita
62 Frunk Hiyama

63 Raiph Nishimi

64 Tom Sato

70 Camnegie Ouye

94-97 Dick Fukushima

Saint Louis
Organized Aug. 17, 1946
46 Sam Nakano

4748 Heary Tani
49-50 Joseph

~

~

9495 Henry Hibino
9697 Paul T. Ichiuji
Salt Lake City
Mar. 8, 1835~
iy® Asshina (org )
35 Joe G. Masaoka
36 Joe
37 William T. Yamauchi

47 Tom Hoshiyama
48 Dr Jun Kurumada
49 Sakashita

53 Dr. Shig Matsukawa
54-56 Rupert Hacluya
57-59 Ichuro Dov

60 Heary Y Kasai

61 GeargeYoshimoto
6263 Tats Misaka
64-65 Raymond Uno
66 Tubber Okuda

67 Toshiyuki Kano

68 Isamu Watanuk
69-70 George Kimura
71 Ben Aoyagi

72 Yuji Okumura

73 Masao T. Sutow
74 Ted Nagata

75 Gene Sato

76 Al Kubota

77-78 Jimi Mitsunaga
79 Randy Horiuchi
80 Nakamura

95-97 Terrell Nagata

San Benito County
Organized June 22, 1835
This chapter ts the only West
Coast Chapter which main-
tained its actwe status,
despite evacuation, through

San Fernando

69-70 John Ball

71 John Nishizaka

72 RonaldYoshida

73 Hiroshs Shimizu

7475 Phillip Shigekuru
76 Richard K Yamauchs
77-78 Nancy Gohata
79-81 Roy Kawazioto
82-83 Takemori Yamamoto
84-85 Roy Makino

86-87 Mabel Takimoto

88 Mitzi Kushida

Pat Kubota

90 Roy Makino

91 Tomi Dai

92.94 Amold Miyarhoto
95-96 Karl Nobuyula

97 Akemi Kayleng Knight

San Francisco

33 Henry Takahashi

34 Dr. T T Hayashi

35 Dr. Carl Hirota

36 Dr. Kahn Us

37 Tamotsu Murayama /
Mikio Fujimoto

38-39 Saburo Kido

4141 Henry T. Uyeda

42 David Tatsuno/ Heary

Tani
Reactivated May 11, 1945
Roy Tekag: (org.)

45 David Tatsuno
46 Yoshiaki Moriwal / Dr.

Tokuji Hedani
47 Dr. Yoshiye Togasaki /
Yukio Wada

ing. The name was changed
to JACL in'1930.and when it
was reactivated in 1945, it
was merged with the Santa
Clara County United Citizens
until 1954

23 Kay Nishida
24-31 Records Missing
32 Harry Takeda

81 Judy Nuzawa
2-83 Wayne Tanda

9

96 Carl M. Fujita, Jr./ Mark
Kobayashi

97 Mark Kobayashi

San Luis Obispo
ized March 1931

. Organized
31-33 Emest K Iwasak

34 Kofuji Fukunaga
3536

37 Ben Fujiwaki
38 Sam Oda

39

40 Gearge Honuchy

4142 Karl Taku
Reactivated Aug. 22, 1946

46 Karl Taku

47 Joe H. Kamitsuka / Pat

52 61 Bob-Fuyuume ﬁ&u\m
= - Koyl o
54 Imada 63 Dr. Paul Morita 88 Elmer Kobashi
55 William Takahashi 64 Charles Nagao 89 Takashi Misaki
5667 Saild Yamaguchi 65 Heary F. Kato 90 Shin'ichi Mulkai
68 Tom Marutani 6667 Masaaki Ooka 91
5960 Haruo Ishimaru Ted Oye 2
61 Kiyoshi Ota 70-71 John Nakamura 93 Tad Araki »
62 Wilson Makabe 72-73 Ellen Nakamura A
63 Jake K. Orwa. 74-76 Sunako Oye 96-97 Elmer Kobashi
64 i Mrs. Mary C. Nagao
65 Mrs. Irene [keda 78 Ray Ono N
Hy e O'Neill Organized May 18, 1852
6869 Dr. Mitch Wakasa 80-81 Peggy Fukawa 52 Harry :
70-71 Tom Hisata 82-83 C. Scott Nagao 53 Shozo M
72 Eugene Monguchi 8485 Ono 54 John
7374 Tom Konno 86 Gregory Ono 55 Hiroji
75-76 Yosh Kojimoto 87 Misono Miller 5667 Peter Nakahara
77 Mrs. Yasuko Ito 88 Gregary 58 Tom Yamane
78 Mre. Suzu Kunitan: 89 Ellen A Nakamura 59 Sat Yamada
79 Terrence Terauchi 90 Gregory 60 Enomoto
80-81 Suzu Kunitani 93 Gary D. 61 Sakaye Okamura
82 Richard 96-97 Misono Miller 62 Jay Sasagawa
83 Dr. David Hayashi Dave Nakamura
a ‘64 Albert Nakai
85-86 Noell Kubota Pioneeer 65 Fujio Kawano
#7 Hiro Arima Organized Sept. 17,1921 66 HiroshiYamamoto
88 Nancy as 6768 Kiyo Nishiura
89 Niles Tunakatsubo Enamoto
iroyuki Arima, DDS 2122 Shigeru Osaws 70 Dr. Ken Kato
91-92 Steven T Okamoto 25 Inactie 71 Emie Murata
93 George Ikuta 26 Shigeru Osawa 72 Charles
94 Karyl Matsumoto 27 Inactive 73-74 Dave M. Yoshida
2830 Clarence T Arai 75-76 David S. Oku
96 Allen Sakamoto 31 James Y. Sakamoto 77-78 Amy Doi
97 Craig Ichiuji / Ted 3233 George Ishihara 79-80 Bud Y. Nakano
Yi 34-35 Takeo Nogaki 81 Richard Katsada
3637 Clarence T. Arai 82 Mrs. Marjie Iseke
38 Saburo Nishimura 83-84 Albert Nakai
jzed March 17,1950 3940 Takeo Nogald / Ichiro 85 Tats Hor
50-51 Robert Negatani / Arthur Koura 86-87 Neil Morimoto
52 Tom Nakamura 1 Toshio ide / Kenji 88 Jean Kitaji
53 Tom Nagamatsu Ito/ Muts Hashiguchi 89 Aki Yamamoto
54 Gearge Nishimura (Bellevue) 90 Albert Nakai
Johnson Kebo 7~ 42 Clarence T. 1
56 Johnison Shimizu Reactivated Aug 5, 1947 92 Aki Yamamoto
57 Kiichi Tange Joe Hirabayashs, 93-97 Michael Kaku
58 Larry Hikip 48 Toru Sakahara / Mrs
59 Peter Hasegawa Shigeko Uno / Kengo Snake River
60 Benny Matsunaga i Organized Feb. 26, 1944
61 Kelly Ishimoto 49 Mac Kaneko 4445 Joe
62 Masami Arita 50-51 Harry I Takagi 46 Joe Saito
63 Hugo Ogawa ji Okuda 47 James M. Watanabe
64 Kazuo Komoto 53 Dr. Kelly K Yamada 4849 Tom T. Itami
65 Robert Kanagawa 54 Geo. S. Kashiwagi 50 Sugai
66 Tom Nakamura 55 Howard Sakura 51 Tom Iseri
67 George Nishimura 56 JamesMatsucka 52 Smith Morimoto
68 Tom H. Nagamatsu 57 Toru Sakshara 53 Tom Ogura
69 Kiichi Tange 58-59 Takeshi Kubota 54 Paul Saito
70 Larry Hikyi 60 Minaru Tsubota 55
71.72 Peter Hasegawa 61 Philip Hayasaka 56 Dr. Kenji Yaguchi
73 Masami Anita William Mimbu 57 Gish
74 Hugo Ogawa 63 John Acki 58 George Mita
75-76 Kazuo Komoto 64-65 Dr. Terrance Toda 59 GeorgeNishimura
77 Tom Nakamura 66 George Iwasaki 60 Abe Saito
78 Tom Mariyama 67 Thomas S. Iwata 61 Yosh Sakahara
7980 Larry Tange 68 George Fugami 62 Tke Wakasugi
81 Tom Mariyama 69 Jiro Aok & Ogure
82 Harry Adachi 70 Don Kazama 64 Mamaro Wakasug
83 Yo Katayama 71 Dr. Minoru Masuda 65 Bob Uriu
54-85 Dallas Kanagawa 72 Tomio Moriguchi 66 Gearge Iwasa
86 Tom Mariyama 73,Ben Nakagawa 67Jack H Ogami  \\
£7-88 Lloyd Kurihara 74 Sam Shoji 68 Barton
89 Kiichi Tangé 7576 Lindbergh Sata 69 Clifford Morikawa
90 Dallas Kanagawa 77 Cherry Kinoshita 70 Sam Mori
91 ’ 78 Ted Taniguchi 71 Tom Unu
92-96 Kiichi Tange 79 Mitch Matsudaira 72 Sonny Watanabe
97 Tloyd Kurihara 80 Chuck Kato 73-74 Vemon C. Nakada
81 Lioyd Hara 7576 John Tameno
Santa Barbara 82 Kathryn Bannai 77 David Mizuta
Organized January 1830 83 Mako Nakagawa 78 Kerry iseri
30 Taki Asakura Jerry Shigaki 7980
Cora Asakura Dawid Okimoto 81 Ross Nishihara
33 Darrel Utsunomiya 86-87 Robert Sato 82-83 Russell Murata
35 James Ezaki H u Ron Pressley
89 Naomi Iwata-Sanchez / 86-88 Randy Harano
3839 James Ezaki Toyohara-Mukai 89 Cathy Maeda
2 Tom 90 Jerry Shigaki Ron Pressley
Reactivated Sept. 1946 91-92 Tim Gojio 91
46 Tom Hirashima 93 Joy St. Germaine 92.93 Cathy M. Yasuda
47 Ken Dyo 94-97 Ted Takaton
Tad 96 Calvin Takigi .
51 Mrs. Lillian Nakaji 97 Jeffrey Hatton
52 Ikey Kakimoto in 1978
Akira Endo 78-79 Yosh Shitanishi
54 Lillian Nakaji / Kamei
‘Tom Hirashima / North Orange County) 80 Ross Nishihara
mmm/ = YApn,m El-ﬁzhoﬂmd.l
Suzuki 6667 Henry Yamaga 83 Nicholas Easling
Tom Hirashima Dr. James Toda 84-85 Nellie Tanaka
57 Richard Tokumaru 70 Don Watanabe 86-87 Gene Urabe
58-59 Mike Hide ¢ 88 John Sadanaga
60 Jerry Kawano 7273 Rose Sakata 89 Willidm Seiji
61-62 Tom Hirashima 74 i Kamei 90 Mrs. Nellie Tanaka
6364 George Ohashi 7576 Clarence Nishizu 91
6566 Richard Tokumaru 77-78 Hiroshi Kamei 92
67 Mike Hide 79-80 Jim Seippel 93 Ted Aramaki
68-75 George Ohashi 81 Eugene
76-97 Mike Hide 82 Ted Shimi; 96-97 Gene Urabe
83-84 Ken Inouye -
Santa Maria Valley Frank Kawase Sonoma
Organized April 3, 1832 86 Frands Kawase Organized Aug. 4, 1934
Ken Ut i 87-88 Frances Hachiya 34-35 Masao Hasegawa
34 Dr. Earl M. Yusa 89 Mizobe 36-38 Dr. George Hiura
35 Ken 90 Inouye 4142 Henry Shimizu
3637 Robert Hiramatss: 91 Ruth Mizobe ivaied Aug. 4, 1948 «
9295 Edwin Shiba 4849 James T. Mi
39 Butch Y. Tamura KmDm-e' Kim 50 wm
4042 Harry Mi a7 Inouye 51 Chick Furuye
Reactivated August 1! Minoru Matsuda
4748 Harold Shimizu Arthur Sugiyama
Harry Miyake Organized Mar. 17,1850 54 Riyuo Uyeda
57.58 Gearge Sabara 5052 George Abe 55 Kanemo Ono
69 Toru Miyoshi _ 53 Masato Morishi Edwin Obki
6063 Jun Miyoshi 5455 Okazaki 57 Sam Miyano
Paud 56 Gearge 58 Frank Oda
6768 John Kawachi 57 George Abe Edwin Ohki
69 Dr. Ken Oye 58 Dale Okazaki 60 Martin H. Shimizu
70 Keido 59 Alan Masumoto 61 Dr. Roy Okamoto
7173 Peter Uyehara /80 Max Kawano 62 James J. Murakami
74-76 Ellen Kishiyama 61 Dale Kawano =) H
;;h&l 62 Elmer Kobashi 64 James
Monshume 63 Gearge Tokunaga 65 Dr. Roy Okamoto
79 Tom Fujioks 64 Sus Kimoto 3 sm.;.fo‘h
80-95 Jack Morishima 65 Alan A° Masumoto 67 Edwin Ohki
i T Shin ] s
67 Tosh Shiamoto - 69 Dr. Roy Okamoto
® B ;DBM
1-72 Fred Yokoyama
' 73 Frank'Oda
> 74
75 Fred
76 Ed Nomura
e :
N S
78-80 Mark
81 Margarette




48 Ed Tsutakawa
49 Blanche M. Shiosaki
50 Sab Hisayasu
51 Ed Yamamoto

57-58 Jim E. Murakami
59 Douglas Yamada

60 Robert Ishida

61 Jun Hatakeda

62 Stanley Nagata

63 George

64 Bill Yebisu

65 Harry Morofuji

66 Tuk Ishizue

71-72 Jim Uota

7374 Harry Nii
7576 Kay Hada
7778 Ben Hayakawa

8789 Larry
90 William E. Yoshimoto
9192 .
3 Kathy Kaneichi
95
9697 Kathy Ishimoto

75-76 Jack Takemoto
77 Sam

91 Stan Mukai
92.93 Dr. Thujio Kste.._
9 y

95.96 Harry H. Kajihagd

78-80 Toy Kanegai
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The ‘Historic’ Chapters

Here is the roster of presidents of chap!
“from communities on the West Coast in the 1930s
JACL chapters thrived elsewhere well after the en

chapters whith were active for only a short time. ¢

97 Executive Volunt
Ann Arbor (Mich)
Wasatch Front North Organized June 9, 1946
July 1973 46 Dr. Joseph Sasaki
7376 Tom Hori
77-81 Lyman Kano (Calif)
82-83 Tom Hori ized Feb. 8, 1959
84-94 George T Sugihara 59 Lloyd Kumataks
96-97 Marion Hori 60 Dr. Wagren Itokazu
61 Joe Ono ~
‘Washi Guy Murotani
Organized-June 15,1946 6364 Joe Ono
Jack Hirvse (org.) 65 Mike Torii
46 Jun Lloyd Kumataka
47 Harold Horiuchi 67 Guy Murotani
4849 Ira Shimasala
50 Heary Gosho Bay Area Comm:
51 Dan Komsi , Calif)
52 Rikio Kumagai Jan. 1871
53 Dr. Geo. Furukawa 7 Okamura
5 Katsu 72 Ron Lai / Edison Uno
55 Ruth Kuroishi 73 Phil Thara / Ko Ichiji /
56 Ben Nakao Ron Lai / Kathy !
57 Harvey Iwata Pat Sumi / Paul Yoshino
58 Jack Hirose 74 Dale Minami / Mary A.
59 Hisako Sakata Takagi / K. Yoneda / Isami
6061 John Yoshino Wa
62 Harry L Takagi 75 Robin L. Matsui
63 Edwin Y. Mitoma 76-77 Phil Y. Thara
64-65 Key K. Kobayashi
66 Pace Bay District
67 Kaz Oshiki )
68 Mgj. Glenn Matsumoto ized Mar. 7, 1936
69 Paul Ishimoto Frank Mizusawa
70 Toro Hirose 3738 Gearge Inagaki
71 Joe Ichiuji 39 Philip Nakaoks
72 Minami 40 Joe G. Masaoka
73 Larry Nakatsuka 41 Decentralized to Santa
4 SusumnH Uyeda Monica, Venice and West
75 Melvin H. Chiogyoji Los s rs
76 Michael M. Suzuki Angrics chaph
77 Raymond Murakami
78 David Ni (Ogden JACL 1938-53)
79 Hideki Hamamoto 1
80 Gerald H. Yamada 40 Jiro Tamaki
81K Patrick Okura/ 41 George Yoshida
fayneYamada (co-pres) 42 Tatsuo Koga
82 Yoshino 43Jiro
83 Gerald H. Yamada 4445 Toyse Kato
84-85 Kris Ikejiri 46 Dr. Mike M. Horii
86-87 Ben Watada 47 Tsutomu S. Ochi
88 Edward A Sawada 48-50 Ken Uchida
89 Lily A’ Okura . 51 Sugihara
90 Knis Tkeiri 52.57 Toyse Kato
91.92 Key K. Kobayashi 58 Harold S. Toma
93.95 John Nakahata 5962 Ken Uchida
96 Clyde Nishimura 63 Yutaka Harada
97 Richard 64 Mits Koga
Barbara Tersji 65 Dick Kishimoto
6667 Toy Miya
Watsonville 68 Minoru Miya
Organization
Us Brawley (Calif.)
34 Tom Matsuda Pioneer
35 Sumio Miyamoto Organized Dec. 15, 1928
36 Louis Wald 2329 Lyle Kurisaki
37-38 Pat Matsushita 30 James W Ito
39 Frank Uyeda 31 Charles M. Alita
40 Harry Yagi 32 William Kawasaki
4142 James Hi 33 Erest Fujimoto
Nou. 18, 1948 34-36 (Records missing)
4849 Bill Fukuba 37 Lyle Kurisaki
50 Kenzo Yoshida 38 Harvey Suzuki
51 Bill Fukuba 39 Gearge Kubo
5253 William Mine 40 Ernest Fyjimoto .
54-55 Bob Manabe 41 Hatsuo Morita
56 Hifoshi Shikuma 42 Shigeo Imamura
57 Tom Nakase
58 Shig Harano Chicago Liberation
59 Louis Hayashida Organized Mar. 23, 1970
60 Tom Tao 70 Hiroshi Kanno '
61 Harry Yagi 71 William Hohri
62 Dr. Clifford Fujimoto )
63 John Kurimoto Coachella Valley
64 Tuk Higuchi Oct. 4, 1946
65 Ben Umedsa T sakemi
66 Buzz Nods 4849 Tom Sakai
671 Akimoto 50 Geodge Shibata
m-g?nn .51 Jack Izu
69 Tuk Higuehi 52 Mas Oshiki
70 Tomm Mine 53 Elmer Suski
71 Tom Sakata 54 Tek Nishimeto
72 Frands Tomozawa 55 Charles Shibata
BT EmRe
7 57
75 Ben Umeda 5860 Tom Sekai
76 Tami 61 Toru
77-78 Paul 6263 Tom
79 Wallace Osato 64-65 Toru
: :.Anh-linﬂ :‘n:-ﬁn
£ Fukutome -74 Elmer Suski
M ko Usda 7571 Coiies Sibeta
‘Sumio Koga 7
86 Dr. Kondo 86-81 Tamako lzu
57 8283 Alice Sakai
B8 Mas Paul Kaneko
89 David Kadotani Harry Arita .
90 Mrs. Yoko Umeda 88 Norman Seto, OD

ters which no longer exist. The leadership, in most instances, hails
and up to the eve of Evacuation in March 1942. Some of the
d of World War I1. Then there are scattered signs of young

89 Pat Sakamoto Lompoc, 77 Glensi Nakatani -~ 66 Mormis Tanaka
90 Alice Sakai 4142 Takeshi Kasamatsu 78 Kathryn Yoshiwa 67 Mrs. Roy Inouye
91 Pat Sakamoto # 79 Kathy Chono 68 Clarence Yostuda
92.95 William Shibata Magic Valley 80-82 Kiyo Fukumoto 6970 Roy Inouye
(Twin Falls, Idabo) 83 Yoneo Yamamoto 7172 Stan Woodyard
i Organized April 3, 1943 84 Sandy Kawasaks 74 Takako Clark
ized Dec. 14, 1954 George Makabe (org) 85 Les Koyanagi 75 Roger Wakasugi
55.56 Bill Ut iya 43 Shigeo Morita 86-89 Tommy Chung 76 Gus Guzman
Reactivated March 1965 44 Tsutomu Abo 90 Yoneo Y: 77-78 Shirow Enomoto
68 Charles Kataoka 45 Yoshimi Aizawa E 80-82 Bessie Konishi
6971 George Fukuka
7273 Ed Yamamoto itan LA Pueblo Colo. (odu) San Pedro (Calif)
74-T5 RobertSchaden Mar. 18,1973 45 Hideo i 3,1936
76 Kimi Pukaka: 73.74 Ellen Endo 3%
7576 Ellen E. Kayano 37 Katsumi Yoshizumi
78 Grace K. Yamamoto 77.78 Gail Maeda Yellowstone JACL 194158 38 Dr. Yoshio Naksji
79 George Fukakai 79-80 Ellen Kayano 41 Fuji Hilkida 39 Hisashi Hanamura
80 Dr. Richard Doi 42 Kiyoshi Sakota 41 Misako
81 Ed Yamamoto Montana 43 Michio Yamagata 42 Kiyoshi Higashi
8283 Robert Organized April 10,1948 44 Kiyoshi
84-85 Edwin M. Yamamoto 4951 Tom Eséyama 45 Stomie Hanami Santa Clara County
8688 Grace 2 Gearge Kawamoto 46 Haruo Yamasaki (San Jose,
89.90 Edward M. Yamamoto 53 Yasuo Nayematsu 47 Thomas M. Hanami Organized April 3, 1536
54 Joe Nagashima 4849 Hiroshi Miyasaki 32 Toshi Taketa
Davis County (Utah) 55 Sam Shirasago i 34 Toshi Taketa
(odu) 56 Yugo Nayematsu 51 Jack K. Matsuura 37 Shigeru Masunaga
42 Tukeo Nakano 57 Jim Shirasago 52 Haruo Yamasaki 39 Shigeru
43Ted Miya Hamiet Nagashima 53 Masayoshi Fujimoto 40-41 Henry Mitarai
44 Gearge Akasaka 54 Haruo Yama: 42Shigeru
Yori Kozaiku Mountain View (odu) 55 Kiyoshi Sakota
George Fujiki 40 Heary Kiyom 56 Fuji Hikida Santa Monica (Calif)
47 Merged wi 42 Henry Mitarms 57 John Sakoty 1941
45 Masago Shibuya 58 Tomgmy Miyasaki 4142 Henry Fukuhara
Delta Yamasaki
(Walnut Grove, Calif.) Nilkkei Leadership 60-61 Kazuo Hikida Cultural
ized Feb. 20, 1835 Kimberly Tachiki 62 Kiyoshi Sakota Angeles)
3536 Dr. Akio Hayashi 90,91,92,93 63 Fuji Hikda / Haruo ized in 1980
3740 . Yamasaki 81-83 Ernie Fukumoto
41 Hury Y ltogawa North Platte (Neb.) 64 Kazuo
42 Jefi Yagi ized 1 65 Hiroshi Miyasaki Tacoma
) 4245 George Kuroki 66 Kazuo Sakota ized 1934
Eastbay ) 67 Hit Miyasaki 34 Ted Nakamura
(Berkeley-Oakland, Calif.) Northern Utah 68 Kazuo Sakota 3536 Inactive
May 1947 (Ogden, Utah) 6970 Tom Miyasaki 37 Ted Nakamura
47 Tad Hirota Organized 1942 38 Kaz Yamane
48 Masaji Fujii 42 Nobuichi Sato Rio 39 Ted Nakamura
49 Tad Hirota Reactivated 1960 Organized Jan. 29, 1948 40 Kaz Y
5051 Wataru Miura 60 Harold S. Toma 4852 Henry Kawabata 41 Touyoshi Nakamura
51 Masatatsu Yonemura 42 Takeo Ye
52 Tad Masaoka Wyoming (odu) San Luis Valley )
53 Decentralized to Oakland, (Worland, Wyo.) ( ) Yakima
Berkelcy, Richmond El 41 Tom Nagashima Jan. 27,1949 (Wapato, Wash.)
Cerrito (now Contra 42 Tom Ujifusa 49 Roy Y. Inouye
Costa) 45 Yasuo Nayematsu 50 Prancis Wakasugi 32 Johnson Shimizu
4648 Ny 51 Roy Y Inouye 3334 Roy Nishimura
El Centro (Calif.) Reactivated April 1, 1949 52 Sojiro Yoritomo 35 Harry Masto
Organized August 1827 49 Dr. Minol Ota 53 Roy Y. Inouye 36-39 Roy Nishimura
2737 No Officers 50-51 Jack Ando 54 Frank Uyemura 40 Harry Y. Honda
Reactivated 1937 52 Kay Nakamura 55 Shirow 41 Harry Masto
38 Yutaka Nakashima Tom Ujifusa 56 George Hishinuma 42 Jesse Nishi
3940 Shinji H. Miyata 54 Haruk Shimogala 57 Roy Fujit
4142 Harvey Tanaka 55 Gearge Ujifusa Charles Hayashida Yo-Solano
56 Harry Upfusa 59 George Katsumoto (Saisun,
El Paso (Tex.) (odu) 60 Fred Hayashida Organized
35 William Ando 61 James Kunugi 35-36 Allen Aoyagi
Organized June 7,1934 62 Harry Sumida 37 Mary Obata
Glendale (Calif) 34 Dr. Chitose 63 Nobe Ashida 39 George Ichimoto
Organized Mar. 27,1836 3537 Randolph Sakada 64 Kay Shioshita 4042 Heary Aoyagi
36 Kiyo Kuramoto 38 Kay Hirao 65 Den Ono
39 Kelly K. Yamada
M(Od;:““ 0 2 = 5
44 Fred Hashimoto 4142 Kay Hirso 'Area omum ttees’ o
45 Hirato Uno M“J;" 1946as  JACL hed “area s in
Eastbay the War Relocation Centers and the imme-
Hilo 53 Tukeo Tachiki . s
89 Wayne Miyamoto Arata Akahoski q.mh poat-?larlfl War Il-era mpockeuu:'
% 55 Paul Nomura 54 ¢ omm in t
Kem County ) 56James Mountain-Plains to assist in the campaign
Mm uA-ng R for Insei Ni Yiation ‘and B
asﬁ:n-x"“n.: e aama. Claims. (An “area committee” consisted of
37 Harry Tatsuno Ken less than 25 members, the minimum nec-
61 Roy R Endo essary to establish a JACL chapter.)
Kingsburg (Calif) Ted T Mayeda ~
162 64 i At least four were orga- R
5257 Mats Ando 65Dr. Kurita nized in the WRA centers. 194748
i [The Northern California” CHEYENNE, Wyo —Frank
County 6768 Yukio Kawamura dﬁ:r—an County  [kuno
Calif.) 69 Paul Yamamoto J. and the only e from  CROWLEY, Colo—Kats
1859 70 Mary A Takagi the West Cosst 3 i .
71 James Ishimaru area—continued to remain Gmr.ﬂl—m
4142 Tom Pujita 72-73 Steve Hirabayashi active during the war years  Shibata
% 74 Jim Uchida - by remitting its. dues  HOUSTON, Texas—
Latin America 7576 Ray Nagai to Headquarters. ofits  Tokuye Kobayashi,
(Los. 77 Ray Endo b ‘members then het.at Poston  Warren Saibars
1982 'WRA Center] LAJARA-ALAMOSA, '
82 Elena Yoshizumi ug Shirachi 194343 Colo. .
83 Luia Kobashi MD 81 Okimato BUTTE Ari~Nobo Kswal. P G e
84 Luis Higa- 84 m MINIDOKA, Idsho— & .
85 Luis. Motomi i Jimmie Sakamoto, Miltodi FORD, Colo—Ugi
86-87 Luis Yamakawa 93 (Deactivated) Maeda ‘Harada, George
90 Luiis Higa. Pan Asian “Yoshino, Tani . SAN Tex—
o 3 'WEST TEXAS/EL
76 Kathryn Yoshiwa ‘Tanikawa.
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Continued from the 1997 Holiday Issue
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THE 100th Infantry Battalion, undercommand of Lt. Col. Farrant Turner, consisted of some
1,400 Nisei from Hawaii's Territorial Guards who departed for the Mainland in June, 1942, for
training at Camp McCoy, Wis. Soon after the Japanese attack on Pear] Harbor, the Honolulu
FBI had feared newly arriving American troops might mistake the Nisei garrison soldier opn
the Islands for the enemy disguised in American uniform. The Nisei in Hawaii about this time
also insisted on being called AJAs (Americans of Jap A icker which is still
heard in the Islands. |

The intensity and intelligence of the 100th Infantry Gls also won plaudits from government
and. community leaders-who by year's-end 1942 were urging reinstatement of the draft of
Japanese Americans and the formation of an all-Nisei combat team. *

On Jan. 28, 1943, President Franklin D. Roosevelt agreed, declaring new volunteers will
add to the nearly 5,000 Nisei already in uniform. He concluded: “The principle of Americanism
is a matter of the mind and heart; Americanism is not, and never was, a matter of race or
ancestry.” It was a phrase that JACL often quoted tg underscore the loyalty of Japanese
Americans during the legislative campaigns and court cases in the succeeding years.

The combat team was comprised of100th Infantry (six
rifle companies, headquarters, medics), 442nd
(four rifle companies per battalion, three battalions, regi-
mental uarters, service, anti-tank, cannon, medics),
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Band, its maximum unit strength 4,500 men. [Graduates
of MISLS, who comprised Co. S in the summer of ‘43,
d[med at Shelby before going to combat duty in the Pa-

1C. |

The 100th Battalion, declared “combat ready”
after the 1943 Louisiana Third Army euvers in
late July, shipped out Aug. 11,1943, for Edrope via
North Africa. The original directive that no AJA
command a rifle company was scotched: Captains
Taro Suzuki and Jack Mizuha commanded Co.

B and Co. D respectively. The 100th landed Sept. 2

“at Oran, North Africa, and attached to the 34th In-
fantry Division (the first American division to enter
combat in the European theater). They fought the
Afrika Korps at Kasserine Pass, Tunis, that first
week_ On Sept. 9, the 34th and 100th were bound
for Salerno. By November, Mark Clark
had already passed along to the War Department
the call of his unit commanders from the 34th
“They wanted all the Niséj available .."

Seven major battle campaigns in Italy and
Southern Frante were as follows:

(1) Naples-Foggia Campaign (Sept 9, 1943 -
Jan. 21,1944): By end of September, the 34th Divi-
sion, 100th and British troops, at Salerno,
launched a four-month campaigr in southern Ita-
ly—to push the Wehrmacht off the plains and the
crack SS troops off Monte Cassino.

The first Nisei KIA, Sgt. Shigeo
Hawaii, was leading his platoon Sept. 29 when he was hit
in the head while advancing upon a German machine

Now in the hills below Volturno River in Octo-
ber, the 100th battled alongside the 45th Division,
and in mid-November was pulled back to rest and
refit until the day before ivi . The
100th, which had 1,300 men, suffered over 900 ca-
sualties. Its nickname, “Purple Heart Battalion,”
was being heard almost daily. In the meantime,
close to 600 men came as replacements from Camp
Shelby as needed in 1943. By mid-January, the
100th had captured thie hills up to the Rapido
River, looking at their next objective: Monte
Cassino, best remembered for its medieval
Wne abbey, the main part of the Gustav

(2) Rome-Arno Campaign (Jan. 22 - Sept.
9,1944): On Jan. 24, despite heavy casualties, the

100th crossed the Rapido River, rested briefly-

before attacking a castle halfway up to the moun-
tain-top abbey. Outpacing its flank support from
the 34th, the 100th had to dig in, and held a hill for
four days before being ordered back. The records

“ later reported five divisions were finally required to
occupy Cassino. The 34th had almost made it — its

i the 100th's next campaign began
Mudnzswim&emmvum,mmaﬁv

The 442nd
headed
train
oarien 1
LSTs and LCIs (amphibious i
/ crafts) to Anzio, then to
Civitavecchia, 40 narthwest of Rome. Here,

march to the next river at Cecina. “The 442nd had
charged some 50 miles in four days, averaging as
little as two hours sleep, and were so far ahead of
the supply lines, they were without food for 24
hours,” an AP war t noted of the
442ndss first combat days in July. Time Magazine
said the Nisei have “proved themselves.”

The greatest single exploit, according to Shirey, of
these first days of the 442nd was that of S/Sgt. Kazuo
Masuda of Co. F who, using his helmet as a baseplate for
a 60mm mortar tube, singlehandedly fired the piece for 12
hours, throwing back two counterattacks, never leaving
his observation post except for more ammunition. He had
to crawl 200 yards through heavy fire to secure the mor-
tar tube and ammunition. Masuda was later killed on
patrol along the Amo River when he exposed himself so
that the men with him could return with valuable infor-
mation. He was posthumously awarded the Distin-
guished Service Cross

The 442nd dismantled the elite Hermann
Goering battalion in_gne afternoon by cracking
throulrh_their center enroute to Belvedere. [The
Yank Magazine gecount of the “Battle of Belvedere”
was reprinted in the Sept. 6, 1944, Pacific Citizen.
Other “delayed” dispatches from the front trickled
mloprintinahoulsixweeksaﬂaﬁmscﬁm.l

After liberating Leghorn, Pisa, and villages in-
between during three weeks of combat July 1-22,
the 100/442 were pulled back for rest and rehabili-
tation — and time for ceremonies the first week.
Gen. Clark presented the 100th with the Presiden-
tial Unit Citation for its outstanding feat at Belve-
dere. The following day, July 28, King George VI
inspected Allied troops the fall of Rome. The

of Honor. His Majesty i
Taichi of Honolulu and Pfc. Paul Tahara
Olympia, Wash.,, who were being awarded the
Silver Star for gallantry.

British Prime Minister Winston Churchill and
Secretary of the Navy Jim Forrestal also visited
the front, meeting with the 100th Battalion honor

Sept: 1, ant the “chase” was on ‘a5’ German prisor-
ers were being taken in great numbers. The enemy
was fleeing toward its last stand in northern Italy
— the Gothic Line in the Appennines. The success-
ful Rome-Arno Campaign, however, was costly: the
100/44240st over a fourth of its total strength—239
KIA, 17 missing, 972 wounded and 44 in non-com-
bat injuries

+ defense-plans were found-on-the-ody of &
Sod ¢ officer, the 442nd took quick action
byfnrmingalzskfmladby“qi.&n_mﬁ
(’Connor, 3rd Bn. executive officer. It moved in at
night behind the enemy forces battling the 2nd and
3rd Battalions. At dawn the O'Connor Task Force
went to work with pinpaint accurate fire. That
afternoon, Oct. 21, gielnd and 3rd Battalions
jomedwithdanensufﬂm!askhm.bmdw
ing Germans on the road to Belmont. The

@) hern France Campaign (Aug.
14-Sept. 15, 1944): This mission involved the 442nd
Anti-Tank Corfipany, which had trained briefly asa
glider company and landed at LeMuy on Aug. 15t0

set up roadblocks and anti-tank protétion for the

1st Airborne Task Force in the invasion of South- ~
ern France. The 442nd Anti-Tank then moved to-
ward the French-Italian border town of Sospel in
the French Maritime Alps. For this “D-Day” opera-
tion into Southern France, men of the 442nd Anti-
Tank Co. won the Combat Infantryman’s Badge
and Glider Badge for actiofi as glider-borne troops.

(4) Northern Appennines (Sept. 10-27, 1944/
March 23-April 4,1945): There are two parts to this
particular campaign in northern'Italy.

The Nisei were first detached from the 34th
“Red Bull” Division, pulled back from the Amo
River to Naples to regroup and integrate 672
replacements (mostly from the Mainland) who had
arrived Sept. 18.

It was during this time that the “Club 100" came into
being. Capt. Katsumi Kometani, 39, Honolulu dentist
and among the original 16 AJA officers, was elected the
first president. Members contributed a_percentage of
their piy to buy land in Honolulu and build a clubhouse
on it after the war

In-between was the bitterest fighting-for the
men of the 100/442 — the Rhineland Campaign
(Sept: 15, 1944), the Battle of Bruyeres (Oct. 15-18),
and rescue of the Texas Lost Battalion (Oct. 25-28),
and back to the Northern Appennines for the Po
River Campaign. [#7]

(5) Rhineland (Sept 15, 1944 - March 21,
1945): While resting at Naples, the 100/442 was
assigned to the 7th Army, boarded Navy transports
Sept. 26-27 for Marseille and a two-and-a-half-day,
430 mile journey up the Rhone Valley to the Vosges
Forests in southeastern France. Some rode on
trucks, some on smelly boxcars to an area 4 km
west of Bruyeres and attached to the 36th Infantry
Division, commanded by Maj. Gen. John E.

Unlike Italy, it was cold and rained constantly in
the assault on Bruyeres in mid-October. It was also
a far different fight as the battleground was close to
the Germans' home. Fartifications were deeper,
fire-power heavier, their troops more determined.
The heavily treed Vosges Forest was extensively
machine-gun nests in the underbrush were new
tricks. The attack began on Oct. 15. By taking the
il ook 442nds 3rd Battal-

guard. The Nisei troops were hailed for their contri-
bution.

On Aug. 15, the 442nd had crossed the Ao
River near Florence under heavy enemy barrage.
The 100th, down river near Pisa, crossed the Amo

hills

jon and the 36th’s 143rd Infantry Regiment were

able to clear Germans out house-by-house. On the

third day, Bruyeres, a rail center, was liberated.
In pursuit along the railroad toward Belmont,

more hills were taken. When a complete set of

O'Connor Task Force, which suffered +wo casual-

ties, Co. F, and Co. L, each received the Presiden-

tial Unit Citation for this combat acémplishment

next battle for Biffontaine saw the 100th
2 e the 3n] Batali

su-ve,d\eanBumlimwsmlladupm\ake
Biffontaine. After two days of house-to-house
encounters, the Germans briefly retreated, only to
return with tanks that blasted a house to rubble.
The 100th huddled in the cellars, up when the
tanks stopped firing to stop enemy attempts to
retake Biffontaine. After eight days, the 100th was
called off the line for a much-needed rest at
Belmont, a hot bath and into dry clothes again.
On Oct. 25, the 2nd Battalion went to the hills to
relieve the battered 3rd Battalion of the 141st Reg-
iment. The 100th and 442nd's 3rd Battalion went
tg protect the flanks of the 2nd Battalion. The full
story only became evident when the 100/442 was
ordered to “reach the Lost Battalion” The 2nd
and 3rd Battalions of the 36th's 141st Regt. had
made several futile attempts to reach their 1st Bat-

talion.

Now by the Pentagon as among the top 10
battles in US. military annals, the rescue of the Texas
Lost Battalion by the men of Co. I and Co. K, which bore
the brunt of the attack, and their heroic actions have been
remembered in countless stories and news reports. “In
three days of savage fighting, with close combat use of the
m:udbﬂym!L!ﬁeleihmhmm@d!my
cordon. In gratitude, the men of the 36th Division
launched a drive and had all members of the 442nd
declared ‘honorary Texans . This Nisei unit sustained
814 battle casualties (namely, Co. K was down to 17 rifle-
men, Co. 1, eight enlisted men); there were no officers in
d\herwnpnythﬁdaylhmmwnh&!lmﬁab
talion was made; sergeants were running the companies.”
U.S. Congressiona! Record.

B Nom:
The Lost Battalion survivors never regarded them-
“lost”; they knew where ighout
the nine days After being cut off. .. In the four weeks (Oct.
15 - Nov. 9) from Bruyeres to St. Die, the combat team
, was down to/less than half of its regimental strength—
almost 2,000 casualties, 140 KIA, 1,800 in hospitals:

Co. 1, Co. K, (“decimated or not,” as Tanaka pic-
tures them in his pictorial history) and Co. L went
on the offensive in the center to push the stubborn
Germans off the ridge in three days with F, G and
E on the flanks, combined with tanks and support-
ing fire from the 36th Division. The 232nd Engi-
neers of the 442nd even interrupted their day-and-
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P.C. ARCHIVES

BRUYERES LIBERATION (1948)—French honor guard and civic leaders of Bruyeres
c in cf i

their Li from the

held Oct. 24 in the Vosges

Mountains. Monument bears a plaque donated by JACL recalling the Rescue of the Texas

Lost and lib of

in 1944. Forests in the background have fully

recovered since the battle of Bruyeres. Across the road is the Friendship Knot created
by 442nd veteran Shinkichi Tajiri, now of Holland, dedicated in 1994.

nightmadbuihiingthethirddaymj‘dnlheﬁna]
push on the ridge. Three days later, on Nov. 9, the

Alps. The 36th Division continued its drive//cross-
ing the Rhine and into Germany.

(6) Central Europe (March 12 - May 11, 1945):
While the 100th/442nd was recuperating in the
French Maritime Alps in the Nice area, the 522nd
Field Artillery was detached from the 442nd on
March 9 to join the 7th Army assault on the
Siegfried Line with supporting fire to the 45th
Division when it crossed the Rhine. The 522nd
crossed the Rhine via treadway bridge with the
isi im March 27. And dur-

route to Salzburg, Austria, and came upon
Holocaust victims from Dachau concentration
camp.

B Note:
Appﬁmﬂ!dmrynfmlchholmmmdh
i ing in Chester

the 522nd liberated one of 54 sub-
campe at Dachau “labor” camp with thousands of civi
prisoners.]

Dachau toward the Swiss border.

Lubetski recalled: “I was rebom on May
2,1945,” the momning they met their Japanese American
Jiberators. He was climbing out of the ravine where the
prisoners were ordered to spend the night “It was eerie.
There were no Nazi guards or their dogs about” — They
hadﬂsdduringthenighlwmiilhead\-andngUS

troops.
Confused at first to see Japanese faces, Lubetski heard
them speak English. “Right then and there, | volunteered

tion.

The third survivor, a Polish Catholic woman whose
father helped the Jews in the Warsaw ghetto, described
life inside Dachau and remembered the men of the 522nd
(see: Pacific Citizen, June 16,1995.)

The “Champagne Campaign”™ For four
months (Nov. 21, 1944 - April 5, 1945) after the rig-
ars of battle in the Vosges mountains and rescue of
the Lost Battalion, the Combat Team assembled
along the French-Italian border to stop German
infiltration and “protect the French base dt
Marseilles. The 100th arrived first and took a
choice spot — the Riviera at Menton, a few miles
east of of-limit Monte Carlo. The 2nd Battalion
had the high ground at the Peira Cava ski resart
area; the 3rd Battalion in the middle in picturesque
Saspel, about 18 miles (as the crow flies, but much
mare after negotiating those treacherous hairpin
turns) into the mountains above Menton. Regimen-

ingin the Vosges, was succeeded by Lt Col. Virgil
R. Miller, his executive officer. Msj. Jack Conley
took command of the 100th from Lt. Col. Gordon
Singles. Under “new management,” the 100/442
was going back to Italy March 20-22.

(7) Po Valley Campaign (April 5-May 8,1945):
Return of the 442nd to Italy in late March was a
from the Germans. The men
helmets and uniformsand were restricted to the
stagirig area near Pisa.

The 442nd’s task, along with elements of the all-
Negro 92nd Infantry Division, was to crack the
western anchor of the Gothic Line, which the Fifth
Army was unable to pry open during the 1944 fall
offensive. Only the fortifications in the center were
dismantled. The elaborately fortified Gothic Line
astride mountain peaks (all 3,000 ft. and up), ridge
and passes across Italy was to hold the Po River
Vu!ley——d'ielmtsweepo(l!alyin(}ermanhands.
Hitler's armies elsewhere in Europe were in
retreat.

Moving up by night (April 3), the 100th and 3rd
Battalions began their climb up the slopes of Mt

since the time of Christ for its marble, the Germans
had left as the 100442 (Co. L) entered the city April
11 and were welcomed by the Italian Partisans and
civilians, some of whom, fifty years later, still think
that the Nisei troops were Filipinos.

To ensure an escape for themselves, the Ger-
mans, at their naval base at La Spezia and other
coastal towns, retreated to make a stand at nearby
Mt. Nébbione and surrounding hills. Panzer units
from Ps Valley also appeared. The 2nd and 3rd
Baualims(A;!ilﬂ)mg:'rdedmdwdndtﬁeG&

back.

the Germans
gun with his tommy gun, killing the crew. Hit once, he
continued to fire at other emplacements until his
amm_dmwadbyugm\-de.kﬁmngmmhe
received the Distinguished Service Cross by this action.
The Germans vacated Aulla after “Task Force
Fukuds” (April 24) reached a road junction south of
Aulla, wearing down the stiff resistance from Italian
Fm&uuqﬁuweringl’nnhmumw(}ermmw
i Fukuda, 100th Bn. commander and one of

Folgorito and Carchio, to mount its,
surprise attack at 0500 April 5.
Because of the arduous eight-hour
climb, the troops did not reach its
line of departure (to mount its sur-
prise attack from the rear) until
0530. It was evident the gamble to
sneak in from the rear paid off; gun
positions were seized almost with-
out a struggle; the enemy were:
killed or taken prisoner. The ridge-
by

tal headquarters was based at LE: the gunner with
. The school on a hilltop at Sospel was the CP m!m"ﬂw*hmﬂm
(command post) for Co. K, where two men were mn‘““h"‘ “”‘M"F'““dmd
killed by German artillery fire: supply Sgt. Senti -mhﬂmnd:nthemplnmpml,
(Senji)SugxwmnndTlSLm'yMivm(Mium),a sllencing the crew. Rest of the enemy
jeep dri . Their names on the memorial plague  then fled toward its bomb-proof dugout.
are spelled as shown The platoon moved up to seize its objec-
AnﬂdﬂewbemmptumdoanlS,lw,by \.z':rn eamed the Distinguished
the 442nd Anti-Tank Co. of a Nazi mini-sub at Cross. 4
Menton. The German corporal thought he had In the same action, Plc. Sadao
reached the Italian side of the burder. The 232nd Munemori of Los Angeles &lso con-
hauled it ashore and sent the prize and to the success of Co. A's
prisoner to the Allied base at Toulon. This was prob- assault. His squad was pinned dovn
ably the first time the Navy received & mini-sub by enetny fire. The squad leader was
captured by an Army infantry uni 7 As assistant squad
Winter on the Riviera was not to last forever and now in command, Munemori
“Thp Secret” orders came in March *45 to ship out. made o frontal oneman attack,
Wholesale changes in command were hndgumnnqnqm;unmth
\g the 442nd since its withdr under
heavy enemy gunfire and a shower

lﬁ&ﬂwmﬁh‘ﬁmnhdwmmhm
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, was by
and lmliam.byhmmthalhmdmgi-
ment. What to do was a tremendous. . The
war ended pffically in Italy on May 2 (a week
before the effective date of VE Day, May 9)

8661 ‘2 AUVANV[ “IVIDIdS ¥vIA MIN—NIZILID OHIDVd

Q

lark ded Brazilians, P i ,
Italians, New Zealanders, South Africans, British

_lm,Bmmmmzmmhwm

Army Group.

OnVJqu(bt.ZlMS),thelWMihadthe
honor tolead the parade of the 15,000 Allied troops
through the city of Leghorn.

The Combat Team (actually 481 men and 17 offi-
cers) returned home July 2, 1946, to a heroes’ wel-

attached

seventh Presidential Unit Citation
ribbon to the regimental colors. He
declared: “You fought not only the
enemy, but you fought prejudice
and you have won. Keep up that
fight and we will continue to win —
to make this great Republic stand
for what the Constitution says it
stands for- the welfare of all the peo-
ple all the time.” While in Washing-
ton, D.C., they were housed at Fort
Belvair, Va.

The 442nd deactivation site was
changed from Fort Belvoir to Hono-
lulu, the Mainlanders moved to
Fort Meade, Md., to be discharged,
while the remaining group of 239
men returned by sea through the
Panama Canal. On Aug. 15, 1946,
the 442nd RCT was formally deacti-
vated at Kapiolani Park, Honolulu.

Epilogue—The

action,-and 9,486 wounded. There were
mdysmmmkﬂwu(forwou-ds
ifi combat); over 18,000 individual
Medal of Honar (posthumously to Pic
Sadao Munemori, 100th Infantry, of Los

52
est Army award for heroism), one
e e )

Service Medal (to combat
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(Towa _ Ni Tataemu Shiso Issei)

The J. A Kamon: A I(anm@ Eternally Commemorate Our Issei Forefathers

PACIFIC CITIZEN—NEW YEAR SPECIAL, JANUARY 2, 1998 o

It was the swea, tears, and indomitable spirit
of the Meiji-era Issei which forged" the

foundations of what is now recognized as the -

“Nikkei commiunity”. I refer to these Issei as

our ¥a8 (shiso), or “forefathers”, because all”

things have a beginning, and it is with the Issei
that the transition took place from a Japanese
(Issei)history to a Japanese American (Nisei,
Sansei, Yonsei, etc.) one. To ensure that the
legacy of the Issei will live on in this Nikkei
community, L have been introducing Japanese
Americans to the Kamon sirice 1972 when I
held the first Kamon exhibit in the U.S. during
the Nisei Week Festival in Little Tokyo, Los
Angeles. Since then, I have been continuing o
inform Niigi, Sansei, Yonsei and Gosei about
the Kamon and its significance to Japanese
Americans as gh invaluable “key” to unlocking
their ancestry ‘when coupled with their Japanese
surname and the birthplace of their Japanese
forefather, the Issei. I have also designed
what I have named the “J. A. Kamon”
(=Japanese American Kamon), an-original
artwork created in bronze S0 that these 3
priceless inheritances from the Issei will be
remain accessible to their future American
descendants

for numerous generations. .

Many Japanese Americans have traveled to
Japan with hopes of finding out more about
their Kamon from friends and relatives there.
And while it has been the case that the people in
Japan are able to show them what their Kamon
looks like, they are unable to explain what the
design of their Kamon signifies, or how it is
representative of their surname and its history.
For this reason, I have established the first
private library in the U.S. of Kamon, Myoji
(=Japanese surnames), and Chimei (=Japanese
place-names) reference books, so that these
questions may be définitively answered here,
without having to leave the U.S. Utilizing this
vast collection of resources, a personal Kamon
Genealogy can be compiled for you, and a
Kamon determined, which is an accurate
symbolic representation of your Japanese
surname and its rich history. It is only such a
“historically accountable” Kamon which I feel
is appropriate for permanently preserving in the
form of a J. A. Kamon, so that the memory
and achievements of the Issei may continue t0
live on within the Nikkei community.

[1]

2 B evyyirprpert Ty
3 AL,

(1.) The people of the Yayoi Period (300
BC to 300 AD) are noted in Japanese
history for having left behind the bronze
artifacts known as Doraku (fRSW) .
which have been excavated at various
sites throughout Japan. Many oflhese
ancient Dotaku display what appear to be
“pictographs™ on their surfaces
Having been indelibly
preserved in bronze,
these pictographs have
A thus survived the corro-
sive effects of Time to
bear witness today to a -
history dating’back
more than 2000 years

(2.) Similarly, each
bronze J. A. Kamon is 2
durable, one-of-a-kind
record containing a
Kamon whose design is
fully accounted for in 2

“Kamon genealogy”
Moreover, like the dotaku of
the Yayoi Period, each J. A

A map of Japan showing -Ken (=prefecture) and -Kuni (=province) divisions.

provinces during the Edo Period (1600-1868) and their representative Kamon.

Below it is a partial list of Daimyo (=feudal lords) who had occupied these Z

O : SERBOUR

of this article have been provided by:
Yoshida Kamon Bunko

TOHOKU Region

KINKI Région
24.) Mie

Shima

26.) Kyoto
Yamashiro
Tanba
Tango

:

(= =z
27.) Osaka —
Settsu S
Kawachi ("““ “m

Kamon is also handcast in
solid, one-piece bronze to
ensure that it will eternally
commemorate the Issei
forefathers in your family for
2000 or more years to come.

2.) Aomori
Yy i KYUSHO Region B
Mutsu N 0) Eukuols
Rikuch® SEsl " Chik
: Awaji uzen
Rikuzcn Harima Chikugo
4.) Mivagi
Rikuzen
Iwaki
5.) Akia
Ugo
6.) Yamagata
Ugo Tsushima
437) Kumamoto [y
. Higo
44.) Qita




E Tﬁb*ﬂ & E $E A “Visual” History of Kamon and Myoji
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Examples of Hxl\xlary Banners with KAMON
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Historically, the Kamon of the nobility originated primarily from:
1) The designs and p decorating their clothi
2.) The designs and markings used to embellish their 6x-drawn carriages.

The Kamon ofﬂ?e warrior-class originated from the markings employed on military banners and cloth enclosures that
were used to encircle and partition encampments.

ByAthe Tokugawa/Edo Period (1600-1868), in addition to the samurai-class, commoners as well had begun adopting
/their own Kamon and the practice of displaying them on certain items of clothing.

some SIgI €

3.) Designs and motifs p

Ox-drawn carriage with design

Examples of Camp Enclosures with KAMON

It is important to pay careful attention to a Kamon's details; even the most minute details in a design may function
in distinguishing one Kamon from another similar-looking one, or may play a role in revealing certain aspects of

that Kamon's unique history.

Ex.#1: The DAKI-OMODAKA (‘embracing water plantain’)
KAMON of the DAIMYO (‘feudal lord") MORI / ) clan.

@eQe

& ENE wu ENE ax THK LT

€
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The DAKI-OMODAKA crest as The MORI's deliberately varied the details of the inner, blossom-poruons

Ex. #2: The UMEBACHI (‘plum blossom’) KAMON of
the DAIMYO (‘feudal lord’) MAEDA / B H clan.

i e
oOs0
& B F X5

&

The UMEBACHI crest as

T 2R REK

Ihe MAEDA's also deliberately vand the inncr detats of their reprosc

pictured in 2 munpnrﬂ ) o their representative crest, in onder (o differentiaie between their Main @ piyred in a contemporary (tive crest, in and (0 differentiate betwoen thewr main and beanch lines
MONCHO Cerest design book)  branch lines . SECNCHD Ceves dsiga 550K
Profile: Madame Kei Yoshida
\ Some Facts On: Kamon | ##{(=Japanese family crests), . 40 Years of Introducing Kamon
Myoji | # F(=)apanese surnames), & & Japanese dolis to the U.S.
\

Chimei | #14(=Japanese place-names)
* The Kamon is a symbol of onc’s Myoji and its history. Thus, any indivi-
dual who has a Myoji (i.c. Japanese surname), also has a Kamon.

* From those documented in books alone, there exist more than 20,000
varieties of Kamon.

* Myoji number the greatest in the world in terms of variety, with over
290,000 in existence:

* More than 80% of Myoji were originally derived from Chimei (=)apanese
place-names).

* By itself, the Kamon is but a “design” revealing only a limited history, but
when coupled withits correct corresponding Myoji (written in kanji) and
Chimei (i.e. birthplace of the Issei), these 3 in combination serve as the
ultimate “key” to unlocking the rich history behind one’s Myoji.

1957-1nvited to US. by the American Federation of Doll Clubs. Brought over 50 of
hert handcrafied dolls with her from Japan. By holding exhibitions/classes on
Japanese doll-making in various cities throughout California, contribu-
ted greatly to bettering post-War U.S.Japan relations by promoting
awareness & understanding of Japanese cultural arts.

1960-Became the first to receive 2 permanent visa as 2 Japanese doll instructor.

1965-By request of the (Nisei Week) committee, held the first Japanese doll
exhibit during Nisei Week in Little Tokyo, Los Angeles. -

1971-Founded the Ningyo Sakka Kyokai (="The Japanese Doll Artist's Association’).

1972-Held the U.S.’s first Kamon exhibit during the Nisei Week Festival. Highlight
of exhibit was the original “crest” designed & created for then- President
Richard Nixon by Mme Yoshida's son, Benton. y !

lﬂi—ﬁapm&ngmaq)ed:lmﬁmakeyhdladaddﬂikd
community, made the Imperial crest used by the Japanese American
mmuﬂywoﬁcﬁﬂym&eﬁnmnﬂﬁmmdmm
MmmLLmﬁmemmeml&lﬂpﬁﬂ
couple again during their subsequent visits in 1975 & 1994)

1990-Established U.$.'s first & foremost private library of Kamon references. Has been
providing research & instruction on the J. A. Kamon to Japanese Americans.

G 2 examples of J. A. Kamons that accurately symbolize the history behind their corresponding Myoji

The Shigyo / $47 famil R T The Mitarai / #1F¥E family
(Tg{?ICalif.) )' JAKamm,pIuseemmcL jtah) .
2 Had Yoshida Kamon Art ot ¢
Issei birthplace: P. O. Box 2958 Issei birthplace:
WRRABRT Gardena, CA 90247-1158 2 MAREMBRAHEE
e e (213) 629-2848 - 9am to 9pm /PST omitont, Shisui-Noat, gun, "’"""""’*"‘,
Kan;on' nam;\: ; i (Foritlo, ‘;5"3"‘-'% Pb“iuw : ﬁl(xix*%on njtant}e‘ -

X FERBIZADT] 7 e Favibizitie DF )

e s § Respochtiichr: e Kt Tashice “Rokkala Igeta ni Narabi Taka-no-ha*
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- Redress

(COntinued,from page 7)

Keisaburo Koda's claim for
$2,497,500 was for the loss of some
3,000 acres of farm property, of a rice
mill, machinery, inventory, a herd of
hogs, of crops, of rentals, manage-
ment and legal expenses

Mike Masaoka noted in his

“Washington Newsletter” column

(Pacific Citizen, Oct. 22, 1965) that it
took 17 years to have the last claim
approved. The claim also had tragic
aspects: the two principals, elder
Koda and son Bill, had passed away,
as had three of the four attorneys
who handled the case. The column
recalled other historic coincidences.

Attorney James C. Purcell of San
Francisco, who handled the settle-
ment, is remembered for his pro
bono handling the Mitsuye Endo
case before the U.S.\Supreme Court
which, in December,;\1944, held the
government had no legal authority
to hold loyal American cm;éns inthe
relocation centers.

Commissioner C.  Murray
Bernhardt of the Court of Claims,
who conducted the extensive hear-
ings, was chief counsel of the House
Judiciary Subcommittee on Claims,
which had approved the 1948 hill
that became the Japariese American
Evacuation Claims Act.

DeputyAttorney General Ramsey
Clark (and later Attorney General
undér President Johnson), who
reviewed the settlement, is the son
of Associate Justice Tom C. Clark
who represented Attorney General
Francis Biddle in 1942 in the plan-
ning of evacuation with General
DeWxtt at l.he Presidio of San
Fr: d ters of the

® CONTRIBUTORS TO OUR ‘P.C. SAVE’

In this issue, we again acknowledge the checks over
the posT eight months in chronological order of receipt
and, in the spirit of occoumoblln‘y the amount. Some
chose1Q contribute “anonymously” and they are so
noted. Cdreful scrutiny also will reveal some have con-
fributed twice to P.C. SAVE. Domo arigato!

HARRY K. HONDA
CAROLINE Y. AOYAGI
BRIAN TANAKA
MARGOT BRUNSWICK

April 12-Dec. 17, 1997

James Oda, Northridge, Calif., $100; Naomi Kashiwabara,
San Diego, Calif., $13; Amy & George Matsumoto, Stockton,
Calif., $100; Paul Ohtaki, San Francisco, Calif., $50; Betty
Meltzer, Beaumont, Calif., $20; Gen & Dolly Ogata, Riverside,
Calif,, $100; Jero Kodama, San Francisco, Calif., $50; Edna
Chung, Lakewood, Colo., $75; Yasumasa Akiyama, Sumner,
Wash., $50; Harry Arita, Indio, Calif., $100; Hisayo Kiyomura,
San Mateo, Calif., $25; Pocatello Blackfoot {Idaho) JACL, $1,000;
H. Hitoshi Kajihara, Oxnard, Calif., $100; San Jose (Calif’)
JACL, $200; Takuya Maruyama, Los Angeles, Calif., $100; Mrs.
Yukiye Nogami, Denver, Colo., $20; Miyeko Ishihara, Seattle,
Wash., $20; Rodney Hustead, Keizer, Ore., $5; C. Tessie Shiotani,
Tacoma, Wash., $20; George & Yuko Terada, Honolulu, HI, $25;
Harry & Hisayo Kiyomura, San Mateo, Calif., $25; Arthur &
Ann Gorai, Seattle, Wash., $25; Lili Hirata, Spokane, Wash.,
$15; George & Mary Shimizu, Greenbrae, Calif., $100; St. Louis
(Mo.)JACL, $500; Jerry & Natsuko Irei, Richmond, Calif., $500;
Fred Oshima, Salinas, Calif., $100; Sachi Seko, Salt Lake City,
UT, $1,000; Emi Nomura, St. Paul, Minn., $15; Tom Ohno,
“Bloomington, Minn., $50; Chester Fukuhara, Lodi,
Calif., $40; William M. Marutani, Philadelphia, Penn., $200;
Michi Weglyn, New York City, $250; Joseph R. Allman, Phoenix,
Ariz., $50.

Jan. 1, 1995-Aprl 11, 1997 TOTAL ..............$18,400.98
Apiil 12, 1997-Dec. 17, 1997 TOTAL:.. ...$5,04300
GRAND TOTAL: §23,643.98

The JACL secks a person to be Executive Edltn;- nl‘
the Pacific Citizen, a newspaper lotned _in Mon-
terey Park, Calif. The executive edifor 3

charge of overseeing and supervisin,
monthly publication with a reﬂler 1

and a staff of from four to ei 2
in| on the season. The successful
Pwant to build the unl--onthl,y hb‘
Iy p-blicltlon. 3 S

Position requlm a mnimmn of two yem 3
mfen'ed) m cppy dzugn, wuq& vnﬁﬂg.-

the use ofMu:lQun'kXPmu or its equiv
expericace with the Japanese Amer can
Responslbﬂities mc]ndehng} 1
alizing of s,

B JOB.OPENING
) Office Manager/Administrative Asst.

MJACLseebsapersmbbeOﬁoeMam/mmmmdhe

samples
adbrPauﬁchzm 709&180!66 Monterey Park, CA 81755, fax 213725

Friday before date of issue :
News releases and all death notices) for
due Publicity

‘ muu@@euﬁdb&“&%”%im

Western Defense Command.

John Douglas, assistant attorney
general who transmitted the Court
of Claims judgment to the Treasury
Department for payment, is the son
of Ilinois Senator Paul Douglas, one
of the consistent senators support-
ing the JACL evacuation claims pro-
gram in the Congress.

Hashime Saito Claim

Oct. 27, 1967—Hashime Saito of
San Jose claims discharge of his
father by Union Pacific Railroad in
1942 was illegal, seeks compensa-
tion. [How many other Issei railroad
workers who were suspended is not
known. The Pacific Citizen in 1997
has published a list of 191 Jag
who were fired from the Union
Pacific (Sept. 5, 1997) and 39 from
the Southern Pacific. (May 6, 1997)

To be concluded ...

Kanrin Maru replica

cruises around the bay—Yokohama
Scene )

EARN MONEY Reading books!
$30,000/ yr. income potential.
Details. 1 (600) 513-4343. Ex!
Y-1317.

HOME TYPISTS
PC users needed. $45,000
income potential. Call:
1-800-513-4343, Ext. B-1317

. SOUP TO SUSHI
{a special colecion o favoste recipes)

New Deluxe &Rw
Binder Cookbook With
Over 600 Recipes/
$18 (plus $3 handling)

Wesiey United Methodist Women
N.Sth St

JOB OPENINGS
The Japanese American Cultural & Community Center in Los Angeles

is to p g, perp
Japanese and Japanese American arts‘and culture to diverse audiences.

Director of Administration and Finance — Salary range $50,000 -
$60,000 with benefits.

Program Associate — Mmm&mmmmdu}
tural programs. Sala.ryranges&OOO $26,000.

For application packet with fuli job announcement: JACCC, 244 S. San
Pedro St,, #505, Los Angeles, CA 90012, 213/628-2725, fax: 213/628-
2725emalltoimdome >c.org. Deadline date is W y, Janu-
ary 28, 1998.

Join the Natione! JACL Credit Union end become t‘ligibll for Gur VISA
card. Coll, fox or meil the informetion below for membership
informatien. 30.dey JACL membership required for new members

: Breng

PO BOX 1721 / SIC, UTAH 84110 / 801 355-80(0}!00 544-8828 / Fox 801 5212101

566 2
Sen Jose, CA 95112 .

»

forf Cahferma
JACL members

Blue Shield of California offers group health care
coverage to JACL members age 18 and over who Jeside in
California. Choose from three plans: Access* HMO™ Blue Shield
PPO and Shield 65. Each has‘a wide range of benefits, including
vision care, worldwide emergency coverage, dental care, pre,
scnpunr{ drug benefits and -more. For more information about
these plans, call the JACL Group Health Trt;s( Administrator

= :

today at 1-800-400-6633.

Name r— | Please send me
i | imformagion sbour:
e : | O Acces® MO
Gy Sox T | Q Bloe Shield PPO
. | oo
. | ashiddes
| undetstand JACL membership i recired to cbeain this coverage
Mail to: JACL- A
Health Truse Biue Shield California
1255 Pose Sereet, Suite 805 .d
San Francisco, CA 94109
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Jan. 15, as the first mainland Asian
American governor in theSlauo/W«uh

ington.
#2815 / Feb. 7-20 — The cold mhty
ofwﬁlmrefmmupmnm
turalize. Al

JACL assistance. This was a prelude to
citizenship workshops that followed.
MlSIFdLZl-M-n:hB—Why
can't our President in l?S’Inghlnlmg
overdue wrong by i mumg an executive
order

By Hémy K. Hondo

1997 in refrospect

numbers of women in high school and
w"%!

mll‘—lmheudd'
half the stories Yiikio talks about in the
film ["Beyond

ter are grateful for this major re-
quest. on the

of its largest of $79,626 from the
estate of the lys Ishida Stone.
#2830 / 19-0ct. 2 — Some-

line Aoyagi, an an observation after cover-
ing the JACL Youth/Student Cou.nal

of those |Japanese l.aun Americans| _

forcibly removed to [U.S.] concentration
camps, whose pleas for justice continue
to be snubbed? Michi Weglyn. A plea

that was included.with the redress plea
for Japanese railroad and mmmgwork
ers who were red in 1942.

fi
#2817 / March 7-20 — The [DNC]
campaign finance scandal reopens an
old wound and the pain we feel is pain of
having to once again prove that we are
Americans. Bob Sakaniwa.

#2818 / March 21-April 3 — We

BOTTOM LINE (e) Affirmative Action
(Continued from page 1) ) S\mmﬂﬂaﬁwﬁtwbhc
- (Cmgﬂhlhhonsmlhryl
Seattle Chapter Presid Ma upon to the
Jeff Hattori and Intermountain  Qity of South San F

N
tA 4

\

8661 '2 AUVANY[ ‘NIZLLID DDV

President
allofusbyrable-casLWhatamghl
that would be!

CltyCounulonNou.l,lm/
and all others elected to public
“office.)

(g) Health

(h) Education Curriculums.
a

were surprued and mnst deeply hon-
ored tion. Col

by their
Young O. Kim (ret), 100-442-MIS
WWII Memorial Foundation chair, on
the support of Sakaye and George
Aratani’s pledge of $100,000 towards the

Japanese
tion’s $8.6-million campaig

be met by the end of 1998 or the land pro-
uld«lby&;ruzrusuuﬂrzva‘lwthtﬁ'd
eral government.

lelAp-ﬂ 4-17—1\)tal JACL in-
vestments are now yalued at more than
$7-million. WY.m.mllu mm
the National director’s
menzautharchzszwnalerd

lmlApnllG Mnyl—ltdaes
not 1o Charles Ped

;“PWW'AMS 19a the JACCE inLit-  should be able to increase our P.C. Wish List

le Tokyo members two-fold with this ag- Thanks to longtime ﬁ1end Sachi

e o S o U s P S, o member  onros o 100

d di ted generous to

n“éﬁy;"&’fsmm, N o1, proposal was offered by Ruth Pacfic Ciizen which she desig

William Fi County of Albuquerque, nates in “honor of Helen Kawagoe.”

District A fndug 7 a New M at the last JACL This is a first for me and I deeply

lengthy erinmiinal that a ional ion. It can be her to our

party:[”:ven studtnls(SJannz.-? done if we all work at it. cause. Thank you, Sachi! Your do-

Asian Americans and 1 Caucasian) lev o will .

:hleg.chalgvsbanmd'zthmca-tgmand " - iy be used wisely by Harry

ately 90 white males. by approzi Thanks o' Sacramento JACL for  Some items on the PC. wish list

#2832/ Oct. 17 - Nov. 6 — The Man-  kicking this program off, our wﬂmp“’d@‘ﬂwm

zanar National Historic Site will help to JUMPSPART JACL” program is ~ Computer monitors

ensure that we never forget the tragic  halfway to our goal of $25,000. Digital camera

injustice mmw At the recent Santa Maria Valley ~ Fontbank software

o< ek JACL installation, “JUMP START ~ Laptop computer for the assis-

salzegoo%‘cw llnmbluhad by JACL" progr ived a $150 do-  tant editor

. T ey S s Newwrvoaie

#2833 / Nov. 7-20 — The language of D& . DA

(Prop) 209 is so clear that when its City Councilman and Mrs. Toru Computer for circulation

Miyoshi, and a $50 check fromh a Printer for business manager

measured up against the 14th Amend-
ment, there is no doubt about the con-
stitutionality of this measure. UC Re-
gent Ward Connerly said it Nov. 3
when the U.S. Supreme Court let stand
alﬂmmanndmgtothzwlapnmd
pmpw:umtodumanllzlhzdazesmce
preference programs.
m/Nov.ﬂ-Dec.lS—lLsun

portant for JACL to fight this battle.
We've got to win this battle. Yasuo

Tokita, addressing fellow National-

JACL Board members Nov. 15, after
Utah Sen. Orrin Hatch the Sen-

add
lthodenn!ndmmrymlSS’lu
inventor. of macrocyclic polyesthers] to*
be considered a Nikkei [born in Korea in
1904. of a Norwegian father and a
. Japanese mother]. But it would do great
honor to berthe Nikkei community if, in
life, he would have considered himself to
;'eyoneofm Bill Hosokawa. From the
#2821 / May 2-15 — Tiger Woods has
been telling Oprah Winfrey that he'd
rather not be labeled “black” or “African
American.” Call (me) Cablinasian:

three-fourths Asian, part-Caucasian,
g th:”‘la o
#2822 / May 16-June 5 —Without a
doubt, President Fujimori is the
most famous J. dcmdlnt in

May 1.

#2823 / June 6-19 — The old Nisei
wn]ld:emy bmlwanltharquw
live on in their

ate process Nouv. 13 of Chi-
n&Aﬂlﬂmo&oﬂlyElﬂIa’m Lee,
President Clinton’s nominee for assis-

fe
lanln:tomeygcnzmlaflhecmdnghls )

mlbu‘.lﬁﬂnhdlyl.-ne—
You can see there are two “pullout” in-
serts for the first time ... The Holiday Is-
sue totals 136 pages — the highest yet!
Harry K. Honda.

Hlm-Two issues  ago,
Richard Suenaga announced
his “desire to pursue other inter-

Akemi

wmgwpc:&u_mn
tributing columnist.

#2824 / June 20

tion June 8 at Fort W

forth,
#2825 / July 4-17 — Thus far, Civil

weuandolLOnbehalfofJACLa
personal ‘thank you' to all chapters
and persons who have contributed
thus far.

Anyone who has a spare or can
donate any of these items, please
contact Honda at 1-800-966-
6157. We will be most grateful.

1998 JACL Nat'l Convention
As we look forward to the JACL
National Convention to.be held in
\Phlladelﬁna.!u!yl 5,1998, I am
looking forward to more JACLers
running for national office. I can
guarantee that you will enjoy the
experience and will find the time
spmtbothmrdmgand gratify-
ing. Much -appreciation to the

work and efforts spent for JACL.
Hiromi and Nicole have successful-

Philadelphia Chapter and the EDC
for tackling this 1 job.

'I\me:ssullwurkmbem

a USC vs. UCLA football game, a
World Series baseball game, or a
Pro Bowl football game. I dream
this because there is still a need for
JACmeauset;hmwﬂlmllbedxs-
in our
m\dwmkplaws whether covert or
overt. There will still be hate crimes
directed at Asians, and there will
still ‘be discrimination in the ap-
pointment process, governmental
and;udmal We mustumunueto

lthmkaboutwhat'lk-ryNagam
(National JACL Credit Union pres-
ident, Salt Lake City) shared with
us at the California Tri-District
Conference with the story about the
geese and why they fly in a “Y” for-
mation. Science has discovered that
as each bird flaps its wings, it cre-
ates an uplift for the bird immedi-
ately following. By flying in a “Y”
formation, the whole flock adds at
least 70 percent greater flying
range than if each bird flew on its

OWTL

So, people who share a common
direction and sense of community
can get wheré they are going quick-
er and easier, because they are trav-
elhngmd)eﬁlmstafomnmtbu

1 think about the words ex-
pressed by one of the Carson’s citi-
Senior America for 1997. She said,
“My own personal philosophy is
‘that life is neither good nor bad, but
mtbasmofapa-mcsum
teach, strengthen and ultimately
become the stuff of which character

Some deadlines are:
April 1, 1998— Candidates file
for Office with National Headquar-
April 1, 1998— Nominees for JA
of Biennium, JACLer of Biennium,

Edison Uno Award, George Inagaki
Cbamzhvudhbeﬁhdwn.hNa—

awgnk,unos.n
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In memonidﬁ) — 1997

" Raver residert.

All the towns are in California except as noted.

Abe, Sakuko, 82, Buena Park Nov. 14 (96)
Fukuoka-bom, longsme Caldwel, Idaho, resident.
Akedo, Kuniichi, 91, Morterey, Dec 7 (96)

mmﬂ.sanmms)m
bom.

Chilasawa, Kanao, 91, ﬂmgtmseau\
Dec. 8 (96); Koch+bom.

Crost, Lyn, 80, Washngion, DC.. Agtl7axr
thor, Hanor by Fire, WWII comespondent. with
100442 for Honoluk Siar-Buetr

Deguchi, Yoneo, 80, Pasadena, Oct 7. po-
neer Nisel JACL bowler.

Dol, Sadamu, 83, Morterey Park Juy. 16,
Koch-bom.

B‘&-mMﬂGam May
Gnl(dm.m Virgnia Beach, Fa.

o hrgngam\mmuawv
Language School. Universty of Colorado.

Fujil, Yoshiko, 82, Los Angeles. May 23 H-
roshima-bom.

Fujimi, Tatsuno, 82, Cubver Cty. March ¢

Wakayama-bom.
Fujimoto, Rae Shisue, 89, Sa Lake Cty. Apd
20, San Francisco-bom postwar miso company

propnetor
Fujimura, Rev. Bunyu, 89, Cuiver Cty, Apdl
21; Giubom.

Fujisakd, Jack M., 76, New York, Feb. 5, Wak-
nut Grove-bom 442 vet, Bronze Medal

Fukawa, Takako, 94, Gardena, Aug. 10,
Kanagawa-bom.

Fukusawa, George, 86, We$) Plans, Mo,
Feb. 28, retred professor of photog-
raphy, Cal State Fuliéd

Funakoshi, Roy K., 77, Chula Visa, Oct. ¢

WWII 442vet.

Prestiyterian  Theological

colons, U.S, Amny chapiain (1963-1953)
Hasse, Raymond Tashiro, Los Angeles, Mar.

28; longime Selanoco JACL Board officer
Hatanaka, Roy Susumu, 55, Oct 8; Los A

geles-bom Vietnam vet
thu.w Denver, June 10, Ku-

mmmm Sunnyvale,

('96); Japan-bom.
Hayashi, Dr. T. Terry, 75, Pisburgh, Pa., Feb
7, Sacramento-bom, professor of medicne at Pitt

Shigeo, 71, For Lupton, Cob.

emigrated 1o Pery, intemed in the US. dung
wwil
Heoshima-bom.

Richard Yoshito, 78, Orange County,
May 3; Parbier-bom MIS vel
Honda, Shu, 100, Los Angeles, July
Fukuoka-bor, Los. k@smmms
Hori, Mine, 98, Los Angeles, May 14; Kagoshv-

Horita, Henry Haruo, 80, Stockion. Mar. 31,

Toastmasters intematonal.  *

wmnmmmzz.
Me-bom.

Ibaraki, Hideko, 83, Monterey Park, Oct. 21
(96); Hiroshima-bom.

Ichioka, Dr. Tsutayo N., 91, Los Angales, Nov.
26 (96); Hiobom famly physican (frst Nisei
woman USC Medical School graduate) in prewar
EastLos

Ige, Tani

JOxinawa-pom.

Ikeda, Yasue, 94, Los Angeles, Nov. 25 (96),
Wakayama-bom.

imagawa, Tatsuyo, 82, Bemot, Jan 21

Imagawa, Hisaye, §7, San Francisco. Now. 24
(96); Okayama-bom
hi.’hml.s-\mmw;u

Inadomi, Manuel mmn.uza
mnmwauwt—m
Com-

101, Santa Monica, March 3

gawa-bom.
Ishibashi, Umeno, 97, Gardena, March 8,

ﬂmDrYddo.QstuseMSSm
Jose-pom physician, WWII medical officer in Eu-
rope, occupation sint in Germany, staff physican
at San Jose State. Japantown historian in retré-
mm1975

Ro, Monts, 85, Hawai, July 30, '96. sponts-
writer for over 56 years, known as Hawai's Mr
Gott’

o, Margaret Enuyo, 90, Sun Valey, Feb. 16,
Los Angeles-bom

wakd, Chiyoko, 84, Los Angeles, Oct. 2. Ku-
mamalobom.

Iwasakd, Haruco K., 94, South Pasadena.
CMEMW
Iwata, Kiyoko, 99, Pasadena, July 31, Kana-
gawa-bom
tzuhara, Umeno, 94, La Paima, March 5, H-
roshima-bom,
~—-Kageyama, Noboru, 84, Seattie, Dec 23,
North Post ; re-
the Order of the Rising Sun with Gold and
Rays.

Kamayatsu, Yuki, 89, Los Angeles, Sept. 23,
Holwood JACL president (65), PC. crouation
manager 19651986

Kamidoi, Dr. Thomas Y, 74, Rancho Paios
Verdes, Aug. 23, Parier-bom dents, WWII MIS

Kango Kunitsugu
(1969)

x-mmn.mw Sept 17,
Fountain Valley-bom U.S. Army paratroopex, Or-

ange County JACL president ('50)
Kani, Tsumo, 98, San Mateo, Nov. 8 (86), Ku-

mamoto-bom.
xmmwuswasmy‘s
Beachbom

Kashino, Shiro ‘Kash, 75, Seatte, June 11,
Co. | 442 vet, Siver Star, Bronze Star, 6 Purple
Hearts

Kashiwamura, Daniel, 67, Las Vegas, June
2, Hawai-bom, retired Arr Foroe master sergeant
and Korean War vel

Katagid, Taro “Kats,” 74, Fresno, Sept. 9.

retred U.S. Ammy colonel, served

mrﬁwﬂ.ﬂmh&m
26, Brownsvile-bom famer, Rio Grande Valley

JACLMI(‘AB-S"’)
Hisao, 91, Los Angales, Oct. 26,

Kawata, Shigeko, 100, Los Angeles, Feb. 22.
Oxayama-bom.

Kawazoye, George Gunid, 82, Los Angeles,
July 15; Kumamoto-bom.
Kayamoto, Riichi (Kansui), §7, Los Angeles,
July 4; Tonor-bom.

Kikuchi, Teruko, 90, Los Angeles, Sept. 21;
Sacramento-bom.
Kikumoto, Tsune, 85, Gardena, Sept. 28, Ya-

maguch-bom.
Kimura, Robert, 72, Hawai, Apd 29, \VWII

Onio, May 1; mmmmm

Research
the Dayton Poison Control Center at Children's
mwummqmumn-mm
president (87-88).
mm“h&&m

mmummﬁm4 Seat-

Aasian Issel
mmmnwslmm
Nov. 4 (96);
mt-yu. Long Beach, May 28,

Mumnmm

11; Yamanash-bom.
 Kotzumi, Michee! S., 49, Las Vegas, Dec. 26
m mma-w-.mnm

mmnmmm Uah-

73),\

"-mswmn.mmm

Inouye, 80, Dg1
mmmwm
Inouye, Misa, 94, East Lis Angeles, Sept. 29

Teago, Natsu, 103, Venice, Feb. 11; Fuush-
mabom. £
Ishil, Kane, 83, Gardena, Sepl 22, Kane-

7
Kozuma, Tokiko, 83, Los Angeles, Aug. 3,
Fulaoka-bom.
mlﬁnﬂ Tomrance, Feb. 9; Hawai-
mmnﬁ\-unmuwms;

4 U.S. citzen, prower Hood

Kunitsugu, Kango, 73, Los Angsies, Oct 28:
Mwmmhwdl‘nw

Project
Kuramoto, Everett Yoshio, 98, Los Angales,
Hawai-bom.

a2

Services, md Joseph Heco Soaety o

America, named 1o the Order of the Sacred Trea-

‘sure by the Japaness emperor.
Kosel, 93, Los Angeles, Aug 3.

Enime-bom.
Kuromiya, Sute, 83, Cobrado, Sept. 15,
Ach-bom.

Kmnn.s!.mmw.wyuo
monbom dassical Japanese dancer given e
runemm

sia-.u, Fulleon, Sept. 10,

mmnmmmm
Seaftie-bom.
Kuwata, Kijiro, 90, Los Angeles, May 31;

Lee, Patricia S. Chikamoto 44, Jan. 16,
Hawai-bom, co-author of FndngYoor Way
Welness, the Puget Sound Breas! Cancer infor-
maton and Resource Guide.

Lee, Taik M. 57, Hemdon, Va., July 9; Seou-
bom, lsted in Who's Who in the Word 1986-76
and Intemational Who's Who of Intellectuals 1985,
author of forthcoming book: Korean Famiies in
the 215t Century.

Maeda, Sasami, 80, Santa Monca, Aug. 28,
Kochvbom.

m 100/442MIS WWII Memonal Founda-

mmmwmmw

mmn.s-\m.hn
15 years at JACL headquarers as adminstatve
assstant

Nihel, Ume, 94, Berkaley, June 19; Fukush-

Nishida, Sue, 101, Monterey Park Dec. 25
(196); Kagoshima-bom.
Nishikawa, Komald, 102, Gardena, Jan. 28,

Yemanashi-bom.
wmwns-«m.wv

tary.

Nods, Tery, 105, Los Angeles. Nov. 2 (96,
Walayama-bom.

Nufdda, Fumi, 98, Riverside, June 8, Yam-

aguch-bom.

Obata, L. Col. Benjamin, 78, Washingion,
D.C., March 29; Wacavile-bom career MIS officer,
CC vet.

Odano, Masa, §7, Los

Angeles, Jan 28 H-
roshima-bom.

Ohid, Edwin, 73, Santa Rosa, Oct. 23 (96).
Livingstonrbom, Co. E 442 vet. longime Sonoma

JACLex.

Oita, Rsumi Jack, 71, Las Vegas, Dec. 16
(96); Wattsonvile-bom research chermist
Okazaid, Toll, 74, Los Angeles, Nov. 14 (96).
Los Angeles-bom Co. C 522nd Feld Artilery, vet.
Mmmmm
nity Center

Okazald, Yoshi, 82, Lod., Sept 28; Hioshwma-
bom. ”
Oxd, Kazunobu Paul, 82, Yuba Ctty, Oct 19,

Hroshima-bom.

Otara, Benny, Cincrnat, Aprl 22, WW Il vet.
Cncnnat JACL President (665)

Otarra, Kosuye, §7, Ogden, Utah, Sept 8. H-
roshima-bom.

Ometa, Garret, 29, Arcadia, Mar. 4; Los Ange-
les-bom writer of the play, SAM. | Am.

Omoni, Morio, 75, Hawai, Feb. 5. 442 vet.
Bronze Str, former campaign manager for Sen.
Oshima,. Kame, 101, San Mateo, Dec. 16
('96); Hirstuma-bom.

Oshiro,

Sept. 10; Honolulu-bom.

Matsudaira, Theresa H., 94, Seatte, Nov. 1
(96); Natonal Catholc Mother of the Year (51),
tamiy of 9 sons, 3 daughters, 359c., 19&1;; pre-

husband Thomas.

Fad2 vet

Matsuoka, Yoshio, 74, Richmond, Feb. 15
442 veL

Matsuura, Richard, 64, Hawai, May 2. for-
mer State Senabor.

Menda, Mitsuyo, 99, Lake Worth, Fa. Api 6.

Hipshima-bom.
Middo, Sakae, 94, West Los Angeles, Jar
Hiroshima-bom.

Fukuoia-bom.

Minami, Kinuye, §7, Gardena, Dec. 3 (96).
Wakayame-bom naturaiized U.S. cizen.
Minami, Suma, 87, Los Angeles, June 13,

Miura, Richard Katsuko, 90, Tomance, July
Fusoka-bom.

Morimitsu, Virginia, 77, March 17;
Watsorwilie-bom, prewar West resident,
wartime Bretven Senvice Commitiee Restte-

Harold Haruo, 78, Las Vegas,
Squumymwnmvmmu
Mukai, Yae, 95, Newport Beach, Jan 16;
Murakami, Henry, 90, Honolut, Feb. 25; avd
‘sponsor, supporter, and fan of baseball and soft-
ball leagues in Hawai.
Murakami, Sue, 95, San Francisco, Mar. 23,
Fulu-bom.
wmnwm,mz
Miekenrbom, oniginal supporter of Kimochi
uﬁ.um.s—qsuzsm
mh.l.:gljmmm 21;

Nakada, Saburo Jake, 76, Las Vegas, Sept.
am,mmmmmum

popY
wﬂ-llmtmnm
mmmm.mmsuz&

mwmmum
sq. n; «zumuhvp 10-yeardem ap-
, Afyoshi in

92, Wainut Creek Aug 6.
Oxnawa-bom.

Ota, Samual, 68, Baimont, Nov. 3 (96). Ln'q»
nm Colo-bom landscape contractor for

Mmmn San Pedro, Oct 16,
San Pedro-bom WWII MIS veteran.
Ryuto, Suzuye, 82, Siockion, Aug. 28, Aich-

bom.

‘Sakal, Tama, 83, Seatte, Aug. 15, Port Biake-
ly. Wash.-bom.
mmmnmm

Fulushima-bom.

Oct 16;
Sasahara, Harold H_, 98, Pa., Aug. 27; Japan-
mm—lduomams-am'rm

SO ~_._,;;N;_.,
w-.u-umnnmoun.m

YM_&R.&!MMR'
San Franciscobom owner, Nichi Bel Byssan'in

Togami, Art, 77, LAsLIl‘.N.M Dec. 3
(96). Albuquerque-bom farmer, New Mexico
JACL pres. (52).

lelm-ﬁﬂ‘7kmm

13; Hawai-bom, WWII MIS veteran.
Tomita, Michio, 91, Los Angeles, Feb. 17, Ya-

maguchi-bom.
Tomita, Masajiro, 91, Los Angeles, July 28
Yokohama-bom.
tcip-.mm,s'\m_sux.m.
ma-bom.

Lomond)
govemor (47-48), Intermourntain
Qb (48).

Uchida, Jack, 82, Seate, Aug. 10, WWII MIS
transiator, member of Nisei Veterans Commitiee,
American Legion Cathay Post 186

Ueda, Alice M., 96, Loma, May 31, Kaual

Hawai-bom.
lIl,Vlﬂ.H.LquM.OuZQFM
ma—aﬁ,w&u 12

cate edior, Daly
mmnmvmm 11.(96)

from Emperor Hirohio in 4 of Helong
contributions ' Japanese and Amenican relaions

founded lkebana societies in
w-lﬂ
Norman Haruichi, 76, Los Angeles,
WDE 19(“["“!!“'(!’“2‘
Shibuya, Fumie, §7, Los Angeles, Feb. 23,
Wakayama-bom.
‘Shimizu, Dick Umetaro, 91, Spokane, Nov. 4
('96); Shiga-bom.
Shimizu, Tokio, 90, Sun Valley, July 12, H-

;, accomplshed porcelain
mmmdmmmn

mmmmmmmnm.-
‘Shinoda, Shigeko, 83, Berkaley, Feb. 27, Tot-

tor-bom.

Sugimoto, Yel, 96, Sacramento, Aug. 4; Achi-
bom.

Sugino, Hanuyo, 83, Los Angeles, May 12

bom.
. Suzuwa, Ryoichi, 101, Los Angsles, March
18; Hiroshima-bom.

Taguchi, Hisano, 91, Los Angeles, Apd 15;

Oxayama-bom.
Takshashi, Tomiye, 102, Ontario, Ore., Jan.
5; Hiroshima-bom.
mm—.n Hawai, March 27;
©US.
Sen. Oren Long: prncipal, Famington High School
Iidnﬂli—o...mm.u,z
Seatte-bom WWIl MIS instructor.
Mhﬂ.smﬁwmm
25; Seattie-bom WWII MISLS instructor.
Takemura, Thomas Shoji, 77, Tacoma,

rmmn.s-umzm

1980,
Nakano, Tomi Hiromu, 74, Bounthl, Uiah,
June 30; Maiad, Idaho-bom Co. L 442 vel .

garage propnetor.
Nalasta, Sumiko, 81, Buena Park, Feb. 6 H-
roshima-bom.

: tered stockbrdker
‘Nakswatase, Kerzo, 82, Gardena, Aug. 20 H““,-.Lﬂm.\
4 12; Tottork-bom. <
Nambe, Masato ‘Mas, Sal Lake Uiah, 4
Mlay 17:M e Valey, ! Tanka, Kusu lb’.‘l'ﬂl.Dl'.D(ﬁﬁ

Tamura, Kiiay, 82, La Habra Heights, Aug. 8:
Tan, Haruko Ruth, 91, Los Angales, May 6,
Franciscobom.

Tanaka, Masuyo K. 90, Chicago, July 18.
ﬁlllll-'lukntda.n, 14;

mm&ﬂ.&mmm

Los Angales-
Kendrick, MD,, 57, Sn\Jun
Sept. 10, Chief of Sugery & Medical Stafl, Cin-
cian.al the Year at Alexian Hosplal.
Yaki, Mac -lsao, 90, Cuver Ciy Oct 16

Tekito, §7, Los Angeles, Sept.

vel
“Yasutake, Yasushi 'Yas', 77, Oxnard, Nov. 22
(96); Long

May 17; Hiroshima-bom.
muﬂnl&mmmum

Yonegaid, Kathisen Shizuye, §7, Los Ange-
ummmm 0
mumo-.mwm ;
mar, idsho-bom &” Thousand Chb
membec B
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' All the towns are in California except as noted. 3 g
Asaba, Temae, 82, Seattle, Nov. 15; Ala), Mieko H ‘Mass), 2 g<., , brother Lou SAN FRANCISCO—When Yori
W,Mmmnyuﬁ o v iy e vm. Lake Ciy). / 2 152
mm-w- Wash.), sister “" Kanashiro, 80, Gardena, Oct. 31; Kiyomo, 96, Fresno, Nov. 5; Ku-  Kanazawa-bom. ~ ~
Sakagami ). 3 gc., 5 0gc., prede-.  Hawaii-bom, ‘survived by son Ted, brothers mamoto-bom, survived by sons Kazuo Tim. Takeuchi, Bill Kazuyoshi, 81, Los An- m-mdﬂnmﬁ
Arime Fred B St 76, Washington, Nov. e Sake . 87, Gatden Grove, Nov. i Toie Corter 5 0. proiscassety Wi nu':dz:fir-m e vecasy  of Califor rmia board of regents (and 2
10;Chisiophe, Washbom, U'S Ay veter- 1 Weser, Idaho-bom, by husband husbend Hetzo daughier Réko. il mwwmwﬁh\:’m the first Nisei to be Mi:'—
,Wilw , sons . .m _‘.“II\. ., Nov. . Sur- Suzuki ), sister-in-law [oshiko Yama- d]lﬂ I*\‘m‘mh M,
(Bothell), (Hinsdale, I.a‘ daughters  land, Wash.), Ann'Uyeda, 2 mm M%mmwm-m &JW(P” m;dh-mmdg
Laurel (Seatte), Linda (Su ,3gc., sis-  Horino (Cok.), sisters Bess , Gamet (! , Wash), sister Mary (¢ ) Tamansha, lsamu, 53, San Pedro, Nov. 2 2 %
ter Ruth Miyaki Sw Wa: )ﬁm Nakamura, Mary Mitani, Patricia Sugihara, fadao, 81, Palo Alio, Nov. 10, - 18; Okinawa-bom, survived by wife his talents and energies as an artic~
George (Aubum, ). ters-infaw Alice Kaneko, Ruth Tsukahira, Cal-  Survived by wife Betty Yoshie, son . mother Tsuru spokesman on issues to which
N7 1B e pskdert of betaters. o hmuysi.gmc&:)édooacz e iemn. s, s oo R okt O o was deeply -
5 ¥ ser- . ler  Emil , 3 3
vived mmmm.mmvxm vice g s maw.‘sﬁcmF - ., Tadashi, s:.-‘(a ')(uu hancement of the human condition
, parents Katahird, , Wash,, Nihel, Masuko, 71, rancisco, Nov. 23; and) u.vilriymlndbeﬂ:es
Okumura, brothers Robert, James, sister Nov: 12; survived by wife Miyoko Betly, sons , survived by husband Ken, Momoyo, 96, Los 3 {aad) ented mi -
Bruce (Spokane), (Seattle), daughter son Wesley, daughter Judi, Hndaw  Nov. mmm&n e
! Ode, 68, Gardnerville, Nev. Ota (Spokiane), 5 gc., brother Ken m.mlqcumvm X Misako Fujisawa, son-in-law Emo- He long ago said the concept of
Oct. 23; Fukuoka-bom, of (C ), sisters. Toyo (Sacra- Sato (Salt Lake City), Mimi i, 10,600.60K. . the skin” was
Pasadena, survived by husband David, mento), Kunitake (Los. | Hiroko Louise Enkoji, Ann Ts (Los Angeles), T Kinue, 96, Los , Nov. 19; "
daughter Enca 19, ) Mari Morftomo (San Francisco, Diego), brofh:  Gilu-bom, survived by son John, daugher his philosophy of life shaped by war
Doi, Hideko, 89, San Dimas, Oct. 26; Kajayama, Ayako, Los Angeles, Oct 21;  er Frank Imai (Salt Lake City), brothers and Mary Nakaki, 8 oc. as a WWII soldier and as a Japan-
Kochi-bom, ‘sons Satoshi, Toshio, _ sunived by mother Kotani Katayama, brothers _ sisters-in-law Ryo and Sumi, Junn and Michi- Tt Kirdiyo, 94, Los Angeles, ese American whose experi-
daughters Masako Hirota, Leiko Y Joe, Frank, X mi, Tom and Judy, Den, Rick and Fumi Nihel Nov. 14; survived by sons Shoji A A
Suehiro, Mari Gonzales, 17 gc., 16 Kato, Paul , 82, Los Angeles, _ Nishimoto, Thomas Y., 80, Vacavile, Oct. Uyechi, T enced life behind wire.
ggc., sisters Namie Nakaya, Nov.17; Fukushima-bom, survived by sons  21; survived by wife Lily, sons Elis (Vacaville), Nakamura, 14 gc., 11 ggc. Born on Christmas Day, 1916, in
sumoto (both of Japan), sist Paul Jr., Makoto Mark, Ken, 8gc., 5 Markey (Hawaii), Alan (Arizona), daughter ° T-MJ-*V&IS.TM.NW the rural community of he
Mori, Satoke Mori, Betty Hashimoto (Japan), Kato, Urano, 105, Seattle, 25; Carrie , sister Hanako Takayama, 22 former resident of Colo. Orange Coun* g : -
Mary Murakami (New ma-bom, survived by sons Masaru, Tadashi, Harry (Pasadena), Ted (So. San Francisco). 7 ~survived by wife Mary, son Freddie, was uated in with
Domen, Hiroshi, 51, Nov. 18; Hi- Sator, (al of Kent, ), daughters Misao  0c.4 Goc. Catherine (Los ). brother  honors in 1940 from UC Berkeley,
roshima-bom, U.§. Air Force veteran, sur Tsukamaki (Kent), Yuki Murakami (Phoenix), Roy, 83, Denver, Cok., Oct. 7. (Santa Ana), 4 9g9c. WWII-MIS anti
vived by wile sons Masahiro 16 gc. 30 gac. 5 099, predecsased by hus Rocky Ford, Colo-bom, survived by wile Vi, Tsushima, Sumiko, 65, Lo % veteran,
Kohei daughter Sumi Deanna, brothers  band X mmmu—%m Angeles.Dec. § service; Hiroshima-bom, YMCA worker (1946-1982), served
Takashi, T (Japan), sister Keiko Ya- Katow, Masakazu Smoot, 85, Los Nomoto, Michiko, 69, San |, Nov.5; survived by husband Jiro, brothers-in-law as a San Francisco commissioner
sumatsu (Japan). ; les, Nov. P4; survived by wile Mary 3 “survived by husband Bill, Mitsuo, Takichi Frank, Hiroshi Jimmy, B - - in social
Fugita, John Y., 87, Kirkiand, Wash., Nov.  sons . Lesiie, daughter Marilyn Ya- ters Linda Nomoto, Serasawa, Shirey  Tadashi Roy, lsamu Rick Tsushima, sisters- with civil service and in ser-
f;r;msarﬂrn , nnwdbywlezw.ua&; mms’:m nu?n: i, Re iﬁ; . , 4 gc., sister Toshiko Huey, brother  indaw Tomiye Mary Nakagiri, Umeko Irene vices (1968-1975) and on many civic
> . s al , sister-in-law v . “soci b i
’g:ry gf a P and ‘social agency boards.He died

na, Nov. 2; by Delano (Hawaii), daughter Grace S’wﬂy Shibai o
Glenn, daughter Janice Ng, brother  Imura, brother Takeo Omatsu, 8 gc., 5 goc. Ogawa, , 72, San Francisco, Dec. 5. Uno, 78, Los Angeles, Dec.
Keésaxamy.sw e %0 i , Tom, 78, t7ym,ggc 11; zng:d wite Jieko, sgrsWesiey Wayne, B,An:i M&a Il veteran, survived HOKA SHIGENO NISHIMI
ujimoto, George , 80, Seattle, alnut 3 le Sadako, er e , daughters L.~ CRAMENTO—] Shigeno
28; Bryn Mawr, Wash.- by daughters Janice Crintsman, ! .51.Sangcrarmeo Nov. 7. ranum.:igc..:sgc,bvmm Nus}:m.i 95 Samn:::? died on
wile  Lu dlu?mgn P Shimono  sons Alan, , brothers  survived by wife Satoe, mother ). James, sisters Yuri 4 ',
lisaquah, Wash), Carol Richards, son Takeshi, Yoshio, sister T umie Ninomiya, AKKo Terao, Cary Morita, Tachi Dec7, 1997; the beloved wife for 66
6 gc., sisters Kawato, T¢ 80, Chino Oct 29; %Yuﬂ.lkm.r«oﬂsw Harold Koyel, 81, Los Ange- years of the late Toshihiko Nishimi.
Mary Fujimoto, Jean Chan (New York City). Los A ; by wile-Grace bom, survived by wile Helen, son G les, Dec. 11; Hawaii-bom, su by Loved mother of Kiyoshi and his late
64, Nov,1; Sachiko, son Wesiey Shigeto, daughter Elsie ~ daughter Janice, 4 gc., sister Say . son Stanton Setsuo, daughters wife late Yoshiko
gamusﬁmrwgyxum1 o e .y O i e i 6 (Tamikazu), Sharon Adams and hus-
aylor, gc., sis- ar , sisters- w ra, L 3 e 2 brothers =
ters-ndaw Marge Wada, Helen ' MY 2 wamura, Yuki, 83, Los Angeles, Dec. 6;  Richard, Winsion, e band Gerald, Dan and wife Doreen
Hamamoto, Chester S. ‘Chet’, 62, Santa-, Tsuruko, 82, Los . Nov. moto-tom, survived by sons Yoichi Bob,  Ishiki, Judy ra. Grandmother of 11 and great-grand-
Rosa, Dec. 7; survived by wife Julie, daughter/ 26, Hawai-bom, survived by Cho-  Shinji Arthur (Bolinas), 8 gc., 9 goc Wada, Yc “Yori', 80, San Francis- mother of 9. Survived by many nieces
Cynthia, son Shawn, mother Misaye  kichi, sons Robert; Ronald, 3 Los Angeles, Nov. 18; 0, Nov. 27; rvived by wite and
Hamamoto, brothers George, Iro sisters Kitano, Akira, 70, Long Beach, Nov. 3; Gar-  Hawai-bom, survived by husband Isao, sons  Chiyo, daughter Patricia Wada, sons The f four chi she
Norma Ono (San Francisco), Kimi ¥ ma, dena-bom, su by wife Harriett Yanaga, Roland, Milton, Clarence, 4 gc.. brothers , , Wayne, 3 gc., sister Hat youngest o children
Hamamoto. sons Robert, Arthur, oc.. Wataru, Nobuo Watanabe, sisiers Fujie i Ishi, N was born in Japan on May 20, 1902,
‘Hamamoto, Kofu, 105, Los Angeles, Dec. Roy, sisters Mary Diltz, Emy Kitano. Nakano, Mieko Budnick." Yahata, Tozo, 90, Los ., Nov. 12, and marriage at age 22, came to
4. Yar -bom, survived by sons Seiji, John, 47, San Jose, Dec. 8; sur- , Katsumi James, 78, Los Angeles, -bom, son California in 1924. Prior to WWIL,
Joseph, ers Hatsurio Muraoka, Tomiko  vived by wife Denise, mother Dorothy Kitazu- Nov. 24; Wakayama-bom, survived by wife June Fujioka, Shizue Yahata, d)ehvadmlmAngelawhenlmv'
Nakata, Y¢ ji, daughter-indaw Sally  mi, brother Chuck. Kimiye, son Srma Ken, daughters Hideko Yahata, 5 gc. b had B s
Hamamoto, 21 gc., 4 .JB% Kodanl, Shizu, 77, Van Nuys, Nov. 13; San  Orimoto, Say thy Miyoshi, 6 gc., sister Yamahata, Ruby, 71, Torrance, Dec. 3. usband ‘Vb‘”‘u in_ Little
Violet Vo-rﬁ. 84, es, - Francisco-bom, survived by husband Emer-  Midori Hatashita (Japan) Lnsug:soom. by husband Dr. Tokyo, and sold imported goods.
Nov. 10; Irvine-bom, survived - son Henry, daught ndace Kodani Oshita, Ben Chimato, 81, Salt Lake City, ~Ross i, sons Keven, Scoft, daughter came to Sacramento in 1946 and
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Hayashi, Hatsu Maria, 81, Los Angeles, 0 , Tu moto, sisters-in-  Nov. 7: survived by wile Edna Yoshiko, daugh-  Sumie Tanimura (Chi ), Kanae Arita. munity Nursing Home.
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3 survived by M- Sue (San Francisco), Alko Yamamoto =5 CEBL
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R Hayamizu, President ™
DEATH NOTICE 3 H.Suzuki, VP /Gen. Mgr.
YURI KENMOTSU FUKUI | ] :

IRVING, Texas — Yuri Kenmotsu Fukui,
75, passed away Nov. 1. -Bomn in
Oakland, she is survived by husband,
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1998 ESCORTED TANAKA TOURS

TAUCK NEW ORLEANS/ANTEBELLUM SOUTH (7 days)
JAPAN SPRING ADVENTURE (8 Takayama Festival, 12 days) .
TAUCK NEW MEXICO & LAS VEGAS (10 days) .
CANADIAN ROCKIES/VICTORIA (8 days)

PRINCESS ALASKA CRUISE (Earty Booking Discount, 8 days) AUG 15
DANUBE RIVER CRUISE (10 days, DELUXE MOZAKT Riverboat) AUG 29
HIGHLIGHTS OF BRITAIN & IRELAND (15 days) SEPS
TENNESSEE/BRANSON/KENTUCKY (Shoj Tabuchs Show, 9 days) SEP 12
BEST OF HOKKAIDO SEP 30
EAST COAST/FALL FOLIAGE (11 days) OCT 4
JAPAN AUTUMN ADVENTURE .OCT 12
CHINA SCJOURN ...0CT 20
NIKKE! SO. CARIBBEAN CRUISE (venefit for JCCCNC) NOV 14

wsees CALL OR WRITE TODAY FOR OUR FREE BROCHURES ==
Tanaka Travel Service is a full service agency and can
[/
JAKA;

assist you in issuing individual air tickets, cruise book-
ings. & other travel plans at no additional charge.

TRAVEL SERVICE
441 O'Farrell St., San Francisco, CA 94102
(415) 474-3900 or (800) 826-2521
CST #1005545-40

3

N

© 1997 Smith Bamney Inc. Member SIPC

Tax-Free Investments, Retirement Plans,
CDs, Stocks, Bonds, Mutual Funds, IRAs,
and Professional Portfolio Management.

Two Palo Alto Square, Palo Alto, CA 94306
(800) 388-4930
SMITHBARNEY

A M of TravelersGrowiT

Los Angeles
Japarnese Casualty
Insurance Assn.
COMPLETE INSURANCE

PROTECTION

Aihara Insurance Agency, Inc.
250 €15t St Los Angeles 90012
Suite 700

Funakoshi-ito Ins. Services, Inc.
99°S. Lake Ave., Pasadena 91101
Suite 300 (818) 795-7058
Lic# 0175784

Ota Insurance Agency
35N. Lake Ave., Pasadena 81101

Sutte 250 (616) 7956205
0542395
Kaguwa Insurance Agency, Inc.
E. 2nd St Los Angeles 80012

Get a head start in business

JAPANESE COOKING

from Generation to Generation

BT} 1

2 s
apan ki e

‘ E ‘m‘u'm Ay Videotapes-Presented by
Twin Cities Cprapter - JACL
and Perfec{ Host Catering

Leam the secrets of cooking
the traditional foods of Japan
Recipes included,

“Send check or money order with
shipping information to:

Twin Cities JACL

7783 Kingsview Lane North
Maple Grove, MN 55311

(612) 420-9562
Vol. 1: Sushi/Sukiyaki @ $20
Vol. 2: Noodles/Mochi/Manju @ $20
Set (Vols. 1&2) @335
S&H @ $2tape

TOTAL

KOKUSAI-PACIFICA
1998 TOURS

MAR 6 Australia+New l‘du:d-“aly#l Meals Day-$4296-Barier Reefl
, Sydney, Ci Miilford, Rotorua+Auckiand

MAR30 - Japan Classic -11-Day - - 23 Meals-$2996-ALMOST SOLDOUT
Tokyo, Takayama, Nara, Hiroshima. Tsuwano, Honjima isle & Kyoto.

mu-xmmmmm-m-um-mu
Hot Springs -

APR 16 - Tohoku Cherry Blossom Tour - ﬂb-y - 24 Meals - $2996 -
Tokyo, Alzy Bandai, Morioka, Lake Towada,
MOpMMMTmYMLWM
MAY 11 - Japan 1 More - 11-Day-23 Meals-$2896- ALMOST SCLDOUT
Tokyo, Tsukiji, Yokohama, Kamakura, LakeHakone, Fiower. Center, Toyota,
Nagoya, Tokushima, Shikoku, Inland Sea, Shodo Isle, Takarazuka & Osaka.
MAY 27 - Deluxe American Charter - St. Petersburg-Moscow Cruise -
12-Day-29 Meals-From $3248
JUN 18 - Tauck's Canyonland Tour - 8-Day - 20 Meals - $1796
Scottsdale, Lake Powell. Grand - Glen - Bryce - Zion, Kanab, Las Vegas
JUL 2 - Ireland, Scotiand & England - 13-Day - 24 Meals - $3296
an.u-mwm-uo-ﬁum-mu-m,w_
Sorrento, Capri, Florence, Pisa, Padua, Verona, Venice, Milan & Stressa
Aueu-nuc:mmﬁ-hm.-lmy-nm-m
Deluxe hotels - Jasper Lodge, Chateau Lake Louise & Banff Springs.
SEP 03 - §™+ Crystal Symphony Mediterranean Cruise - 14-Day -
Athens, Greek Isies Cruise to Antalya, Turkey, Israel, Egypt, Malta to Rome.
szrnmmmwn&w-umum
OCT 12 - Hokkaido & Tohoku - 11 Days - 23 Meals - mu
OCT 18 - Uranihon - 11 Days - 26 Meals - - $3386
OCT 26 - Kyushu Shikoku - 11 Days - 26 Meais - $3496
NOV 7T - Deluxe - 16 Days - 26 Meals - $3386 - Hong'Kong. Bali,
skwu-msm;mmm
mmvmw-mommmmmv

P-4

"Early bird savings - call for 1998 brochure"

ALL TOURS INCLUDE - flights, transfers, porterage, hotels, sightseeing,
h&m.mwmmmm

~ v 7

KOKUSAI INTERNATIDNAL TRAVEL, INC.
4911 Warner Ave., Suite 271, Huntington Beack, CA 92649
714/840-0455 and 562/493-2122 [1006444-10]

Your business card in each issue for 12 issues is $15 per line, three-line minimum.
type (12 pt.) counts as two lines. Logo same as line rate s required. PC has
no determinatfion that the businesses listed in this directory are licensed

&lelﬁ?

J. Morey Company, Inc.
One Centerpointe Drive, La Paima 80623
Sutte 260 (714) 5625910
Lic# 0655907

1543 W. Olympie-Blvd, #317, LA. 80015
(213)'487-4294 + FAX (213) 487-1073

proper government authority. ino-Aizumi Insurance Agency
Og‘m W, Beverly BI, Montebello 90540
Greater Los San-Mateo, Calif. Sutte 210 " s2(213) 7287488
# 06064
ASAHI TRAVE AILEEN A. FURUEAWA, CPA X
Pl ml:n o | T8E Aeezunun' for Individuals, Estates Isu-Tsuneishi Ins. Agency, inc.

and Bum:eun
2020 Pioneer Court, Sui
San Mateo, CA 94403. Tel: (415) 358-@20

250 E. 1st St., Los Angeles 90012
Sutte 1005 = (213) 628-1365

Lic# 0599528

P

&
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FLOWER VIEW GARDENS
Flowers, Fruit, Wine &
Candy Citywide Delivery

Worldwide Service
stern Ave., Los Angeles 90027
) 466-7373 / Art & Jim Ito

Dr. Darlyne Fujimoto,
Optometnst & Assocmtes

(310) 860-1339

TAMA TRAVEL INTERNATIONAL
Martha Igarashi Tamashiro
626 Wilshire Blvd., Ste 310
Los Angeles 90017; (213) 6224333

A Professional Corporati
11420 E. Sonth St, Cerritos, CA 90703

Berkeley, Calif.

Yukako Akera, 0.D.
Tommy T. Hayashi, 0.D., Ph.D.
Doctors of Optom

Berkeley,
(510) us-'lus

UWAJIMAYA

..Always ingood taste.

For the Best of
Everything Asian
Fresh Produce, Meat,
Seafood and Groceries
A vast selection of
Gift Ware

Seattle * 624-6248
Bellevue « 747-9012

Sato Insurance Agency

1. Ro‘v-lml& Associstes
Isu-Quality Ins. Service, Inc.
241 EPomona Bivd., Monterey Park 91754
(213) 727-7755
Lic# 0638513

Charles M. Kamiya & Soris, Inc.
oea Kenneth M. Kam )y:lns
373 Van Ness Ave., Torrance 9050°
Sute 200 (310)7!\2%5
Uc# 0207119

Frank M. lwasaki Insurance
121 N. Woodbum Drive, Los Angeles 90049
(213) 879-2184
Lick 0041676

Non-Member Readers
Get all the news
SUBSCRIBE TO THE
PACIFIC CITIZEN
0 1yr/$30

Q 2 yrs/ $55

accounts.
@ Pay UBOC loans or credit cards.
@ Pay various credit cards
by others).
@ Utility payments
@ Verify deposits or checks paid.

@ Stop payments.

)

TELESERVICES

Convenient and safe banking service by
Push-Button Telephone from your home
or office 24 hours a day, everyday.

@ Transfer money between Union Bank of California (UBOC)

(department stores. gasoline, MasterCard, Visa card issued

@ Information aboust UBOC's various services.

@ You can designate payments of money transfer dates, up to 90
days in advance. So, you don't have to worry when you are
traveling.

Call the nearest UBOC branch or
1-800-532-7976

@ You must register for payment or
money transfer

@ Payment cannot be made unless you
have sufficient:funds in your account

\

Teleservices at

for morg information

Q3 yrs/ $80

Allow 6 weeks for address changes
& new subscriptions 10 begin.

Name

Address:

City.
State/Zip.

All subscriptions payable in advance.
Additional U.S. $22 for postage per
year for overseas: Checks payable
to: Pacific Citizen, 7 Cupania Circle,
Monterey Park, CA 91755

Carac

Eh@r@t

il

ALOHA PLUMBING
Lic. #440840

ED SATO
Plumbing & Heating
FRemodel and Repairs, Watpr Heators
Fumaces, Garbage Disposals

(219) 21.6810, 587000, 7930557

34909
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E
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e
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Against All Odds: The Japanese Americans’ Campaign for Redress

For most Ameticans who lived through it,/WbrId War Il was a period of trial and triumph, a
time when the nation united to defeat a common enemy: the forces of fascism. As events from the war
reached significant anniversaries in the 1980s, they were commemorated in stories in the news media
and in ceremonies—such as the 1984 observance, attended by President Ronald Reagan, of the 40th
anniversary of D-Day—that underscored the heroism and suffering of soldiers and citizens alike. But
at the same time that the nation was honoring those who had fought in “the good war,” a small group
of citizens was trying to call attention to a darker chapter in the history of that conflict. They were
Japanese Americans from the West Coast states who had been evacuated from their homes and interned
in “relocation centers” or camps in the months follow:ng the bombing of Pearl Harbor, and had
remained there for most of the war, forced to sell or abandon their property and placed under a cloud of
suspicion as potential traitors to the nation.

Outside the West Coast, the internment had attracted relatively little public attention or
comment; and in the years following the war, aided by the reticence of the internees, many of whom
remembered it as a time of shame and humiliation, the relocation faded from the minds of most
Americans. But in the Japanese American community, the bitter memories did not recede. In the late
1970s, there was a surge of interest among many Iapartsé Americans in seeking legal redress for what -
they-saw as a grievous abridg of their ¢ itutional rights justified in the name of national
security but at its base motivated by.racism. Redress for the internees meant not just an
acknowledgement of the wrong that had been done, and not just an apology from the government,
although both were important: redress also meant monetary compensatioh for the loss of their freedom.

To get that redress, the Japanese Americans would need an act of Congress and, given the
formidable obstacles they faced, some would say an act of God. The Japanese American community was
tiny, representing less than one-half of one percent of the total population of the United States; never a
particularly active force in the political arena, it had little clout to wield in G)ngmss. Most
Americans—including most members of Congr ined ignorant of the i and the
circumstances surrounding it, and miore than a few of those who did b inued to confr
Japanese American citizens with the Japanese aggressors in World War II. Moreover, developments in
the early 1980s to conspire to make a tough battle tougher: the election of a conservative
administration suspicious of discrimination claims; a skyrocketing federal deficit that put Congress and
themﬁoninacost—dnﬁrgmood;mdagowing!n&eimballmewithlapmthnwmnldlddtome
confused hostility with which some Americans regarded their fellow citizens of Japanese descent.

These were among the concerns of a small group of Japanese Americans who gathered in
Washington in 1979 to map out a strategy for a red paign. Their number included gr

This case was written by Calvin Naito and Esther Scott, based on an idea by Naito, under the
supervision of Professor Steven Kelman for use at the Kennedy School of Government, Harvard
University. This case was made possible by funds from the Parker Gilbert Montgomery Endowment for
Public Policy. Reprinted with permission for use by the-Japanese American Citizens League. (0990)
Copyright © 1990 by the President and Fellows of Harvard College
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lobbyists from the West Coast and the four Japanese American members of Congress, among them two of
Congress’ most highly decorated veterans of World War I and two whose-childhoods had been dis-
rupted by the internment. As the gépp discussed what first steps to take in what promised to be a long
battle, they agreed that the road ahead was unclear and the likelihood of success at best uncertain.

Bacl d: Thel

JThe relocation and internment of Japanese Americans effectively began on February 19, 1942, just
10 weeks after the bombing of Pearl Harbor, when President Franklin D. Roosevelt signed Executive
Order 9066. The order authorized the secretary of war to exclude civilians from designated areas in
order to secure them against espionage or sabotage by enemy sympathizers; while it did not specify any
particular group, there was no question that the target of the order was Japanese Americans on the
West Coast—an area considered at risk of attack from Japan in the early days of the war.

The signing of the exclusion order came after weeks of outcry for such an action from West Coast
politicians and the press, particularly the Hearst newspapers, whose call for the removal of Japanese
Americans frequently took on ugly racial overtones. While protection of Japanese Americans from angry
mobs was offered by administration officials as one reason for removing them from the West Coast, the
chief rationale was national security. Intercepted Japanese cables, not made public in order to avoid
tipping Japan that its secret codes had been cracked, indicated the intention of Japanese officials to

pt to recruit Jap Americans in espionage and information-gathering.. While there was no
evidence that Japan was ever successful in these efforts, one memo to Secretary of War Henry Stimson
argued that Japanese Americans might be willing to do such work, asserting that they differed from
Italian and German-Americans in that their “racial strains are undiluted,” thus making the Japanese
Americans of the West Coast “112,000 potential enemies ... at large today.” Such reasoning met with no
vociferous opposition, at least publicly, nor was there any strong protest raised when Roosevelt signed
Executive Order 9066. A month later, on March 21, Congress approved legislation that made.it a
criminal offense to violate the order.

Within weeks of its sxg'nmg, the effects of the exclusion order were widely felt throughout the
J American y on the West Coast. After a brief, failed effort at “voluntary relocation,”
the Army and then the civilian Wartime Relocation Authority instituted a systematic mandatory
evacuation that removed ethnic Ja\panse from designated “military areas.” A series of proclamations
and s informed “p of ] ancestry, both alien and non-alien” of pending
exclusions, usually giving them no more than a week to dispose of their property and goods. As Japanese
Americans scrambled frantically to find caretakers or, more commonly, buyers for their property, they
found themselves easy prey for bargain hunters.

Bearing only what they could carry—much of it stipulated in instructions issued by the
military and all of it, induding their own persons, carefully labeled with ID tags—the evacuees were
sent first to “assembly centers,” most often located at fairgrounds or racetracks, where they were
temporarily housed in makeshift and often primitive fadilities. From there, some months later, they
were transported by bus or train (with the shades drawn, as per. orders of the military) to one of 10
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“relocation centers,” most of them in western states such as Idaho, Arizona, Wyoming, and the interior
of Califgrnia, and two as far away as Arkansas; many of the relocation centers—or detention camps, as
most ]a;&nese Americans labeled them—were in bleak and remote outposts. In all, some 120,000
Japanese An}Jrimns were evacuated; the majority of them—at Jeas 75,000—were US citizens.

While most Japanese Americans, eager to show their loyalty, complied with the evacuation,
some chose to defy the government orders and related curfew provisions, and were arrested; thfée of
them appealed their convictions all the way up to the Supreme Court. In all three cases, the.court let
stand the convictions, upholdmg the government’s right to impose curfews and exclusion orders against
one group in times of war, and refusing to question the validity of the military judgment that had found
those measures necessary.

’ Most of those who were relocated remained in the camps for over two years, living in often
crude conditions and harsh cli and hedged in by guard towers and barbed wire. There were
essentially two ways out of the relocation centers: evacuees could be granted leave to help fill labor
shortages in farms or factories in the interior or to attend college, or they could volunteer to serve in
military intelligence in the Pacific or in a segregated J. panese Ame{ican infantry unit—the 442nd
Regimental Combat Team, which, serving in the European theatre, went on to become the most
decorated unit of its size in World War II. (Later, in 1944, the military service became mandatory, as
the US began drafting Japanese American men out of the relocation centers.) In all, some 33 percent of
the internees were “conditionally released” for various leaves or military duty. The rest stayed on
until the federal government decided to end the exclusion in December 1944—long after, in the opinion’
of many, Japan had ceased to pose a real threat to the West Coast. i

When the interned Japanese Americans returned to the West Coast, very-few of them retained
their prewar holdings. Their losses in income and property, according to later estimates, ranged in the
hundreds of millions, in 1945 dollars—and as high as $2 billion in 1983 dollars. Congress did make
some effort to compensate for those losses by passing the Evacuation Claims Actin 1948. The measure
established a procedure for internees to file claims for propertyloss.or damage due to the relocation, but
it placed a strong burden of pmof on the claimants, many of whom—in the rush of the evacuation—had
not retained records doc g their holdi E y, though claims totalling $148 million
were filed under the act, the total in payments dxsm'buted amounhed to only $37 million—an average

of $200 for each family that filed a claim.

But perhaps more painful than the economic losses were the feelings of many Japanese
Americans that they had been uniquely singled out as objects of suspicion and hostility. German
Americans and Italian Americans were not sub)ected to mass exclusion and relocation; and in Hawaii,
where ethnic Japanese accounted for over one-third of the populauon, only a couple of thousand people
of Japanese descent were detained during the war. While the rest of the US quickly put the internment
out of its mind, many former internees retreated into silence. Later, a woman who had been evacuated
explained her reticence: “I did not want my children to feel the burden of shame and feelings of
rejection by their fellow Americans.”!

1 Time, August 17, 1981, p. 32.
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The Roots of the Rﬁdress Movement

Despite the icence, memories of the internment rankled in the minds of many Japanese
Americans in the years following the wan. It was not until the 1970s, however, that their feelings
about the exclusion n to find expression in the idea of reparations or, as it came to be known, redress.
The victories of the civil rights movement, says Rep. Norman Mineta (D-Calif.), loughened the
attitude of the Japanese Americans: “In 1942, Japanese Americans were being subservient, and they
said, ‘Well, okay, if I do this [acqulesce to the mtemmem] then I'll prove my Americanism. But I
think that thinking has changed. .. People know [now] that they have rights, and if they’re maligned,
then they deserve an apotogy."z

Even so, it was not easy for the Japanese American community to unite around the notion of
redress. The issue first arose in 1970, when a resolution in support of redress was placed before the
biennial national convention of the Japanese American Citizens League (JACL), a civic and patriotic
organization founded in 1930 that claimed 27,000 members in 114 chapters nationwide. Although the
convention approved the resolution in 1970, and similar ones in 1972 and 1974, little was done to put
flesh on an otherwise vague principle, largely due to divisions within JACL, and in the larger Japanese
American community, as to the wisdom of seeking redress. Memories of the internment were painful and
humiliating, and many had little desire to revisit them. There were concerns, moreover, that an effort
to bring up past wrongs would only backfire. Many felt, in the words of one, that “we don’t want to rake
these coals, because if we do, there’s going to be a white backlash.”

Divisions over redress intensified when activist members of the Seattle chapter of the ]ACL
frustrated with the national organization’s lack of progress on the issue, developed a concrete proposal
for redress which included, for the first time, monetary compensation for individual internees. The
concept did not, however, inspire immediate consensus. John Tateishi, who chaired JACL’s National
Committee for Redress from 1978-85, recalls many who felt that “ it really demeans the whole idea of
liberty and freedom to put a price tag on it.” .

While the Seattle plan languished in the national JACL orgamzahon members of the Seattle
chapter were successful in their efforts to persuade the White House to revoke Executive Order 9066
which, it turned out, had never been formally rescinded. On February 19, 1976, President Gerald Ford
signed a proclamation officially terminating the order. Terming the exclusion “a national mistake,”
Ford wrote, “We now know what we should have known then—not only was that evacuation wrong, but
Japanese-Americans were and are loyal Americans.” But by this time, th Japanese American
« ity had become i d in more concrete signs bfapology A 1976 poll of JACL board members
throughout the nation, conducted by the Seattle group, indicated that over 94 percent of those polled
were wﬂlmg to lend support to legislation mandating payments'to individual internees. 3

2 D-vudH Elm. 'nnCwuL\bemaAao[wss A Study of Congressional Bill H.R. 442 and its Impetus, the Japanese
d thesis, Harvard University, 1989), p. 15.

3 YuuknT the Silence: Ethnicity and the Quest for Redress among Japanese Americans™ (PhD
i ion, University of Washi 1989), p. 49.
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* By 1978, the push for redress had gathered eﬁough momentum within the leadership of the
Japanese American community to prompt the JACL's National Committee for Redressto propose 2 plan

that included provisions for md y comp ion. The plan, p ted at the organization’s

national convention in July of thatyear, called for a flat payment of $25,000 per internee, as well as the
establishment of a $100 million trust und to be used for the benefit of Japanése American commuinity
organizations. Total cost of such a program was put at $3 billion. Although the JACL convention
adopted the plan and agreed to make redress the top priority in the organization’s activities in the
coming two years, the action was still controversial and provoked an angry response from'then-US
Senator S.I. Hayakawa (R-Calif.) who argued that a demand for monetary compensation was “absurd

and ridiculous”4 and “not Japanese.” J

But even among those who had supported redress there was controversy, in this instance about
how to press their case for compensation. As they considered their next move, disagreement arose
among redréss advocates over the best means to the end they sought: the courts, redress legislation

submitted to Congress, or a special commission.

A Meeting in Washington

_ After the 1978 biennial convention, John Tateishi, newly appointed chair of the JACL's
National Committee for Redress, set two goals for his group: a campaign to educate the American
public on the internment, and the drafting of redress legislation that would be introduced in Congress.
The latter began with a meeting with four of the five Japanese American members of Congress:
Representatives Norman Mineta and Robert Matsui, both Democrats from California, and Senators
Daniel Inouye and Spark Matsunaga, Democrats of Hawaii. 5

Tateishi and his committee had asked for the meeting, which took place on January 30, 1979 in

Inouye’s chamber office, to discuss redress and “try to develop a legislative strategy.” By this time,
Tateishi had already ght the opirions of the heads of national civil rights organizations and *
Washington lobbyists, and the advice he had gotten was somewhat disheartening. “There was an
absolute consistency among all of them,” he recalls. “They said, You know, no one knows about this
issue, and those who do think you guys are guilty anyway. You're never going to get this kind of
legislation introduced, let alone passed, in Congress.” And every single one of them suggested that we
consider creating a federal ¢ ission to investigate.” Tateishi’s instincts took him in the opposite

direction: .
In my gut, what I really wanted to do was take this thing
straight up. Go in with an appropriation bill ... make an honest |
fight of it and see what we could do in a battle in the Congress.
And if we lost, then we would lose it in an honest fight, and we

4 Takezawa, p. 57.
5 The fifth member was, of course, Hayakawa, who left the Senate in 1982. Hayakawa, who was living in Chicago at the

outbreak of World War II, was not interned.




Against All Odds: The Japanese Americans’ Campaign for Redress C16-90-1006.0

would hdve it over with. I knew the commission route would be

long and ... difficult and that it wouldn’t be popular at all

[with Japanese Americans]. L
Still, Tateishi felt that if Inouye—the Japanese American & senior member in Congress—recommended
the formatien of a commission, “we [would be] really u‘e,i/to it.” As they waited outside Inouye’s office
for the ‘rseting*to begin, Tateishi turned to a redress committee member and remarked, “The one thing |
hope Inouye doesn’t say in this meeting is ‘a commission.””

At first, in fact, Inouye said little. The JACL delegation presented two proposals for redress:
the original Seattle plan and the guidelines approved in the 1978 JAGL conventior(. After that,
Matsunaga and Mineta did most of the talking (Matsui, a freshman rep}esentaiive, had been in the
House for just a few weeks), laying out the difficulties of getting a redress bill through Congress.
Congressional attitudes, they said, were little different from those in the general public and were
colored by racism, ignorance of the issue, and a belief that this was mere special interest legislation
calling for a large appropriation for'a small group. Moreover, logical <.ipporters of the legislation—
such as civil rights advocates—were little-versed in the issue, as well. During a lull in this bleak
discussion, Inouye, who had remained largely silent, finally spoke up. “He said,” Tateishi remembers,
““Maybe what you fellows ought to think about is considering legislation that would establish a
federal commission.” "me\ldy," says Tateishi, “my heart sank. ... At that point, we went silent on our
side of the table, because I don't think anyone’s heart on our side was to go that route.” But Inouye
pressed his point, arguing that a « ission would g publicity and establish an official record
of government wrongdoing. Mineta supported the idea as well, telling the JACL delegation that a
commission, as Tateishi puts it, “would really help a lot. ... There was a real consensus [on a
o ission] among the bers of Congress.”

Choosing a Path

When the JACL members returned to the West Coast, Tateishi convened a two—day session of
the National C for Red to discuss their choices. “When I felt the discussion had been
exhausted,” Tateishi recalls, “T smd that I was going to bring it to a vote.” The vote would be over
whetherwpursue dress legisl diately or first seek the creation of a commission.

. Committee me@bers had dlscussed the possibility of legal action, particularly in the form of a class
action suit, but concluded that it would be too costly and time-consuming a route and would not likely
generate the same kind of publicity that a legislative battle would. The committee did not reject the
judicial approach outnght, but put it on “a back burner” while they aimed their sights at Congress.
“Our feeling,” explains Tateishi, “was that it was the Congress and the public that had convicted us in
1942, and that we wanted this country to realize what had happened and to have Congress take
responsibility for the action of that bedy.” )

As for which legislative route to take, either alternative had its pluses and minuses. A
commission would have the advantage, as had been pointed out, of establishing a record and cJucating
the public and Congress, as well as the backing of arguably the most powerful Japanese American in the
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US—Sen. Inouye who, as third-ranking member of the Democratic party, wielded considerable clout in
Washington; his support—or his opposition—to any legislative initiative had to be weighed carefully
in any redress strategy. On the other hand, a commission would greatly lengthen the time frame in
which a redress ¢ampaign would be played out. The process of approving the commission legislation
and then condu e study could take years, at a time when many in the Japanese American

c ity were becp fning increasingly'i u..y.,..m to begin a redress effort, a@ when the population of
surviving internees was agmg fast.

This sense of urgency, plus the feeling that it was insulting to have to prove that-there had in
fact been any government wrongdoing, made the option of pursuing redress legislation very attractive to
some. But while pressing for immediate actiop would placate some, there was a strong risk that
Congress would reject a redress bxll particularly if it included provisions for individual compensation.
As Mineta and the rest of the Japanese American congressional delegation had pointed out, redress
legislation was likely to be squeezed between the twin pillars of prejudice and indifference. Moreover,

\_ the Japanese American community was too small and too dispersed to bring much convincing pressure to
bear on Congréss. There were only roughly 760,000 Japanese Americans in the US (out of a total

_ population of 240 million), half of whom lived in Hawaii. Eighty-five percent of the mainlanders
lived in California, but—a sign of their high degree of assimilation—in num?ers too scattered to effect
election outcomes. “I believe there’s only one congressional district in the entire country where Japanese
Americans make up anything close to a significant number of the population,” says Glenn Roberts,
Mineta’s legislative director in the early 1980s. “You're talking about a community of a few hundred
thousand people scattered around the country.”

In the end, the redress committee, though divided, voted to support the idea of the

commission. And, as Inouye had anticipated, the concept proved relatively uncontroversial in
Cong; Inouye’s p in the Senate assured passage in that body. There was, however, more
resistance in the House, where Norman Mineta was furious at colleagues who raised q ions as to how
the US could tell whether or not Japanese Americans might have been spies. “Members of Congress,”
recalls John Tateishi, “were saying, ‘After all, we were at war with Japan and we couldn’t trust you
folks.” Nonetheless, the House did pass the commission legislation on July 21, 1980, by a vote of 297-
109. The level of opposition was a sign of tougher battles to come.

The Commission Hearings

On July 31, President Carter signed into law the blll cmaung a Commission on Wartime

Relocation and Internment of Civilians. The nine ¢ bers—three each »d by the
president, the House and the Senate—included former Health and Human Services General Counsel
Joan Bernstein, who served as chair; former Supreme Court Justice Arthur Goldberg; former

Py
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Massachusetts Republican Senator Edward Brooke; Republican Congressman Dan Lungren of California;

Judge William Marutani, of tl'ie Philadelphia Court of C Pleas; and Dr. Arthur Fleming,
chairman of the US Civil R.ighk‘ﬁe{nmiss’on and Secretary of Health, Education and Welfare under
the Eisenhower administration. sir task was threefold: 1) review the facts and circurristances

surrounding Executive Order , and its impact; 2) review the military directives requirihg relocation
and, in some cases, detention in internment camps; and 3) recommend appropriate remedies.

On July 14, 1981, the commission kicked off its study with a hearing in Washington, DC. Over
the next year and a half, its members crisscrossed thg country, holding a total of 20 days of public
hearings in nine cities and collecting testimony from former government officials, public figures,
historians, and Japanese Americans who had been interned. It was the latter who provided the most
emotional moments of the hearings, offering what the commission later described as “poignant, searing
testimony” of their experiences during the evacuation. Witness after witness, many of them weeping,
recalled the fear and degradation of the enforced rourd-ups and transports to assembly centers and
re’ocation camps. “To this day,” one woman told the commission,

I can remember vividly the plight of the elderly, some on

stretchers, orphans herded onto the train by caretakers, and

especially a young couple with four pre-school children. The

mother had two frightened toddlers hanging on to her coat. In

her arms, she carried two crying babies. ... The shades were

drawn on the train for our entire trip. Military police patrolled

the aisles. N

There were stories of troops with bayonets fixed on the incoming internees, of some who were

housed in horse stables at a race track, of a regimented life under armed guard. Gradually, the
hearings began to generate stories in the press. “It did happen” began a sympathetic story in Time that
ran in August 1981. Whatever their effect on the general public, the hearings had a galvanic impact on
the Japanese American community. Many of the stories that emerged in testimony were being told for
the first time, and the airing of long-suppressed grief and anger created an atmosphere of emotional
i ity. Amid the painful outpouring of memories, there was also what Glenn Roberts calls a “great
unlocking of passion,” which, with some exceptions, brought the “rank and file” of the Japanese
American community more soiidly behind the idea of redress. “Talking about it” became the first step
along the path to political activism, adds Rep. Mineta, on whom the commission hearings were to have
a particularly powerful impact. “It was only after talking about it that people could gd.on to the next
step and actually do something about it.””

The C ission Report and R dati

In taking that next step, Japanese Americans were aided by the report of the commission, which
was submitted to Congress in February 1983. Entitled Personal Justice Denied, the 359-page document

7 Eun, p. 30.
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was a relentless indictment of almost every aspect of the evacuation and relocation. Tracing the
decision to evacuate back to a history of hostility to ethnic Japanese on the West Coast as well as to
fears of attack that followed the bombing of Pearl Harbor and the string of Japanese victories over US
forces immediately th , the ission found the exclusion of Japanese Americans totally
without foundation. The Pg had, the report asserted, acted as a result of “race prejudice, war hysteria
and a failure of political leadership.” Relocation and internment had been, it said, “a grave injustice.”
dation o_utlining how

)

Several months later, in June 1983, the ¢ ission d its reco
the US could atone for that injustice. In regard to the Japanese Americans, the commission

recommended among other things, that: 1) Congresspass a joint resolution, to be sighed by the
president, apologizing for the inter ; 2) Congres: appropriate funds to establish a foundation to

sponsor research and educational activities related to the evacuation and internment; and 3) Congress
establish a fund to provide “personal redress to those who were excluded. ...” In order to fund both the
personal redress and the foundation, the commission re, ded that Congress appropriate

$1.5 billion, to be used first for a one-time payment of $20,000 to each of the approximately 60,000
“surviving persons excluded from their places of residence pursuant to Executive Order 9066"; the
remaining funds would then be dedicated to the educational foundation. In making the individual
pay , the cc i further rec ded that the burden of locating survivors should rest with
the government, and that payments be made to the oldest survivors first. All the recommendations (as
well as the findings) of the ¢ ission had the i support of its members, with one signal
exception: Dan Lungren, the sole active ber of Congress in the ¢ i di d from the
recommendation on personal redress.

Looking Ahead

With the emotional upheaval of the commission hearings behind them, and the report in the
hands of Congress and the press, advoamofmdrusm ﬁlehp.\meAmencanmmumtynext faced
the question of how to late the 'S rec dations into reality. A legislative route
seemed the most obvious, but there was widespread agreement,with the of one JACL membx
that it would be “very, very difficult to get a bill through [Congress].” Although the commission had
served an educative function, it was unclear-how far its findings had penetrated into the halls of
Congress, or the general public. And, as Lungren’s dissenting vote indicated, even those who were

d d and prepared to apologize for the i nt were not sarily willing to pay for it. Many
membersoannym pnrhcuhrlyﬁ:osemtheﬂsht.werenpnobes:sploousofmybﬂlthnseemed
to smack of affirmative action, and especially one that would violate their principles of fiscal
conservatism.

In consxdering how to plot a legislative strategy, leaders in the Japanese American community
hadmponderwluumetstheycoulddnwontohelpovemomelhebamersarednssbxll was certain to
face. As a small and highly assimilated community, their phone calls and letters alone were unlikely
to make a significant imp on Congress. They did, h , have a few influential insiders who
could aid their cause. These included, prominently, the four Jap Ameri bers of Congress,
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bu!h would take considerable political courage for them to assume a visible role in a legislative battle
for red\r\es. “These are people,” Glenn Roberts explains, “who spent their whole lives trying to be seen
notas Ja,ﬁanese Americans, but as just plain old Americans.” Asking them to shepherd a redress measure
through Congress, he adds, meant they would have to “approach their colleagues and say,“You've got
to see me as a Japanese American.” Just how much the Jap American bers of Congress were
willing to risk for the sake of redress legislation was uncertain, although there were signs that Inouye,
the most senior of the group, was-fiot inclined to take a leading role in the campaign.

Beyond these four members, Japariese Americans had few connections in Washington that might
give them access to Congress. Historically, Japanese Americans had not been politically active and
had not established strong ties to the nation’s capital, thousands of miles away from their home bases
in Hawaii and California. Outside their own community, Japanese Americans could look to other
members of Congress who had ties to them dating back to World War II. For example, Sen. Alan
Simpson, a conservative Republican from Wyoﬁng, nad first met Norman Mineta as a child, on a visit
to the Heart Mountain relocation center in Wyoming where thefatter, then a 10-year-old and, like
Simpson, a Cub Scout, was interned with his family; the two had remained in contact for awhile in the
years following the war and had renewed their friendship when their careers took them to
Washington, DC. Japanese Americans had, in fact, already made use of one of those ties in obtaining
Rep. Jim Wright(D-Texas) as lead sponsor of the legislation creating the Commission on Wartime »
Relocation and Internment of Civilians. Wright, who\had served in the Pacific during the war, had
been, it was said, deeply affected by the rescue of “the lost battalion” of the 36th Texds Division by the
much-decorated 442nd Regiment. The rescue had come after several other outfits had failed, and the
442nd had suffered huge casualties in the effort. Later, the soldiers of the 442nd—including Senators
Inouye and Matsunaga—were named “honorary Texans” to commemorate the event. Wright, who was
the majority leader in 1979, rarely co-sponsored bills, but for the commission legislation he had made
an exception. “Many of my good friends in Texas who served in the 36th Division,” he later explained,
“owe their lives to the heroism of the soldiers of the 442nd Infantry Regimental Combat Team.”8

Other such connections, both in Congress and in the public at large, presumably existed, but it
would be a tricky task for the JACL and other redress supporters to weave the.anecdotal into a coherent
and coordinated strategy. At the same time, there were others in the Japanese American community
urging or pursuing other courses. A dissident group calling itself the National Council for Japanese
American Redress (NCJAR) had, just before the commission issued its report, filed a class action suit

: seéking legal redress of up to $220,000 for each of the 120,000 internees or their descendants. On another

extreme, California Senator S.I. Hayakawa, speaking in the Senate on the 41st anniversary of the -
Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor and only weeks before the end of his tenuré in office, warned that the S
image of an affluent ethnic group—better off than the national ge, better rep d politically

8 However, one observer offered another, more prosaic explanation of Wright's support. When Wright was running
2gainst Rep. Philip Burton of California for the post of majority leader, the story went, the one member of the
Clﬁfm!ﬁldelq.ianhbreakmbuﬂvﬁcfaWﬁ;hlemMm ‘Wright won the job by one vote.
Mineta, however, denies that he switched votes.
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than ot{mr minority groups- king financial compx ion would result in “a backlash against both
]apanes&A\meﬁcans and Japan.”
) 1)
Filing a Bijl |
Such cross-currents notwithstanding, the four Japanese American members of Congress decided
to submit legislation to impl the cc ission’s recc dati in the words of Senator Inouye,

“from alpha to omega."A The bill they, would endorse called for a one-time payment of $20,000 to each
surviving internee, a public education fund to “prevent recurrence of any similar event” and an
appropriation of $L.5 billion to pay for the measure. But Glenn Roberts, the legislative aide to Norman
Mineta who actually wrote the bill, calls the title of the bill the group’s “most critical strategic

" decision. [It] was not titled ‘the Japanese American Redress Act.’ [It] was entitled ‘The Civil Liberties
Act.”” With that wording, the measure announced the basic strategy of its supporters, which was, in
Roberts’ words, “that this is about the Constitution, this is about civil rights, this is for future
generations. ... “ Constitutional rights, rather than property loss, w‘ould be their focus.

Despite such positioning, and despite the record of the commission, the legislation inspired a
long, emotional battle in Congress over a five-year period. The struggle to pass the redress bill would
call on its supporters to succeed in the use of an array of techniques: rallying the public to pressure
members of Congress; calling on the goodwill the bill's legislative sponsors had accumulated over the
years with their peers; being ready to respond to substantive objections. As the redress bill appeared g
and reappeared in Congress over the course of five years, strong responses were frequently the order of
the day for supporters and opponents alike. In testimony and debate, the measure proved to be a
vehicle for uncovering memories of the war and discovering personal links to the historical events under
scrutiny. “Unlike other bills that are decided after a flurry of special-interest lobbying and political
bargaining,” one commentator was to write, “votes for and against restitution are being wrenched

straight from the heart.”?

Round One: The Civil Liberties Act of 1983

The redress bill made its first appearance on October 6, 1983, when it was introduced in the
House, with 74 co-sponsors, as HR 4110, “a bill to accept the findings and to implement the
recommendations of the Commission on Wartime Relocation and Internment of Citizens.”10 Prominently
heading the list of sponsors was Rep. Jim Wright, then House majority leader, whose association with
the bill was considered a coup. After Wright had agreed to be lead sponsor of the bill, Roberts recalls,
“Norm ' [Mineta] and I walked out of his office ... and [when we] stepped into the doorway of the
elevator and out of people’s sight, we both let out this enormous whoop. Because that was the day we

knew ‘we had a real bill.”

9 Los Angeles Times, October 4, 1987.

10 'l'ha:hadmnllybeenmurliﬂ'binmhninedbykep.Mikzbowryri‘hufluhcolwninimnlandiu
recommendations in June 1983. Once HR 4110 surfaced, however, with its powerful co-sponsors, Lowry agreed 1o let
his bill die and asked the 44 co-sponsors to sign on to HR 4110.
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Not all their efforts to recruit support ended so well, however. When Mineta paid a “courtesy
call” on Rep. Thomas Kindness (R-Ohio), the ranking Republican in the Subcommittee on
Administrative Law of the House Judiciary Committee, which would held heari on the bill, he was
not at all happy with whaf he heard. “Kindness said,” Roberts recalls, “Well, I actually know about
this [the internment] because I've worked with somebody who was involved in it, and I'll certainly look
to him for guidance on that.” Norm said, ‘Oh really, who?’ And [Kindness] said, “Karl Bendetsen.” And
Norm just said, ‘Oh,” and he finished the conversation and left. I said to Norm in the hallway, ‘What
was that all about?” Norm said, ‘Don’t you know Beridetsen? He was the general who put us in the
camps, the son of a bitch.”

Bendetsen, who had overseen the military’s part in the evacuation effort, testified before the
Subcommitte¢ on Administrative Law at its June 1984 hearings on the redress measure, and, like others
who“xad.played a role in the internment, objected to the commission’s conclusion that prejudice and war
hysteria had motivated them. Indeed, the commission’s work notwithstanding, the basic justification
for redress legislation would be debated anew at the subcommittee level. Bendetsen pointed
particularly to the intercepted Japanese cables and th.: concern they raised over the possibility of
Japanese American fifth-columnists. Commission critics, including dissenting member Rep. Dan
Lungren, argued that the commission had failed to consider the impact of the cables. Several witnesses
disputed these claims, however, arguing, in the words of one, that the cables were “unsubstantiated
information, subject to many errors” and that public officials were aware of their shortcomings. Still,
the issue of the cables did not go away and whenever debate arose in Congress over the need for redress,
they were cited as justification for the internment by redress opponents. -

While witnesses like Bendetsen bridled at the notion that the internment represented “a grave
injustice,” others took exception to redress in the form of individual compensation. Testifying before the
subcommittee on June 21, 1984; Lungren, who had served as vice chairman of the commission, told his
colleagues that while he shared the “basic conclusi of the commission report, he opposed the
rec dations for financial red Lungren offered a number of reasons for his opposition to
restitution, which were picked up by other opponents of redress and became, along with the intercepted
cables, a key part of the discourse on the issue: Lungren argued, first, that money essentially debased
the value of the nation’s acknowledgment of the wrong it had done. “Do we truly believe that nothing
can be sincere and credible unless it involves something of a monetary nature?” he asked subcommittee
members rhetorically. Lungren warned that financial restitution could set a dangerous precedent for the
redress of “other long-past injustices,” such as slavery or the treatment of the Il\§;ns Finally, Lungren
posed the problem of the nation’s fiscal crisis, which would, he said, make the promise of financial
redress either “an empty gesture” or a competitor for scarce resources with more pressing social needs,
ranging from nutrition programs to senior citizens housing. .

Arrayed againé( these opponents were venerable members of the Japanese American community,
like Mike Masaoka and Minoru Yasui, who had played key (though different) roles at the time of the
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internment.11 They scoffed at the notion that the internment camps represented a kind of “protective
custody.” Masaoka, for instance, told of two elderly men who had been shot reaching for a flower .
outside their,camp’s] barbed wire. He emphasized, t0o, the heroism of the 442nd Regiment (in which

he had served), parti y in the rescue of the lost Texas battalion. “I happen to be an honorary
Texan,” said Masaoka. ’7/ou’d be surprised‘how much more credence that gives your testimony,”

replied Subcommittee Chairman Sam Hall of Texas. Perhaps the most poignant‘(astimony was that of
Norman Mineta. After making the case for comp jon in constitutional terms, Mineta turned from

the general to the personal. “[Let me tell you about my family,” he said.

My father was not a traitor. He ¢came to this country in 1902
and he loved tlis country. ... My mother was not a secret agent.
She kept house and raised her children to be what she was, a
loyal American. Who amongst us was the security risk? Was it
my sister Aya, or perhaps Etsu, or Helen? ... Or maybe [ was
the one, a boy of 10.1/2 who this powerful nation felt v.as so
dangerous I needed to be locked up without a trial, kept behind
barbed wire, and guarded by troops in high guard towers armed
with machine guns. Although I cannot say for sure, I don’t
think my activities in the Cub Scouts appeared in the
[intercepted] cables.

On behalf of all Japanese Americans who were interned, said Mineta, “I ask and entreat this
subcommittee to give us back our honor. Give us back the dignity and the pride that this government s0
unnecessarily took from us in 1942. Every citizen of this land will benefit from our rededication today to
equal justice.” ; -

When Mineta concluded his emotional testimony, those in the hearing room applauded.
Mineta’s speech was, however, only the public aspect of 2 long-running inside effort which fell to the
four Japanese American members of Congress who, according to Glenn Roberts, approached “virtually
every one” of their colleagues to talk to them about redress. Such personal contact was viewed as key
by redress proponents. Members of Congr plains Roberts, routinely received th ds of pieces of
mail each week. “Everybody’s cause is absolutely imperative—and many of them are truly right. But
when members of Congress had these well-respected, obviously patriotic, loyal people saying, ‘As
children we were put in [camps] for three years because we were suspected of disloyalty—that was
somethi o that made bers of Congress stop and pay attention.”

Powerful 'as was Mineta’s public pre ion and private lobbying,}l failed to erase the doubts
of some subcommittee members, particularly its chairman. Hall, whom Glenn Roberts describes as “a
gruff old conservative rural Texan,” was swayed by what he had heard of the intercepted cables and
other evidence justifying the internment. “Hall seemed genuinely interested,” says Roberts, “but he just o

11 Masaoka was the JACL's representative in Washington when Pear] Harbor was bombed; he counseled Japanese
Ainaica_mmeomplyﬁmumddwfwwlwlmhfwlwmhhusmnld[ueu.
Yuniwumofhlmmmﬁihﬂyvbuaﬁ'mhmbmmhm His
cuewuulﬁmudthdbefmlheSowvhichmdehim

13-




v

Against All Odds: The Japanese Americans’ Campaign for Redress C16+90-1006.0

couldn’t believe that [the internment] had happened the way it did.” The redress measure stayed
bottled up in his subcommittee anii never came to a vote.

The bill fared no better on teSenate side, where Matsunaga had introduced it as S. 2116, with
13 co-sponsors. Like the House bill, the’Senate version had its prestigious sponsors, such as Robert Dole
(R-Kan.), himself a sefiously wounded veteran of World War Il who had fought alongside the 442nd
Regiment in Italy. Dole, according to one observer, supported redress primarily out of respect for the
tradition of “civil rights Republicanism” of his native Kansas and out of a desire—sharpened by his
presidential ambitions—to open up the Republican party to minority groups. Nevertheless, his name
on the bill as co-sponsor was not enough to overcome early opposition. Hearings were held in August
1984 before the Subcommittee on Civil Service, Post Office and General Services of the Governmental
Affairs Committee, but after that the measure sank out of sight. William Roth (R-Del.), the chairman
of the Governmental Aff;airs Committee, opposed redress on fiscal grounds, and while the measure was
in his jurisdictioi'\,.says one observer, “it wasn’t going to move.”

Round Two: The Civil Liberties Act of 1985

Despite the failure of the redress bill to make progress, it had picked up more co-sponsors
while it was lar 2! g in subcc When the measure was re-introduced in the House—as
HR 442, in honor of the 442nd Regi 1 Combat Tearr January 3, 1985, it had 99 co-sponsors, with
Wright’s name again at the head; on the Senate side, Matsunaga introduced the legislation on May 2,
1985, with 25 co-sponsors. Aside from the new sponsors, the redress bill was essentially the same as the
one that had been introduced in the previous Congress (though, as a result of Matsui’s efforts with
fellow members of the Ways and Means Committee, it now pulated that the comp ion would be
tax-free); but there were organizational changes—both within the JACL and in a key congressional
subcommittee—that could potentially affect the bill’s fate in the 99th Congress.

Within the JACL, a decision had been made to shift both the emphasis and the location of its

redress efforts. Throughout the early 1980s, the organization’s campaign for red had been directed
by its National C i for Red headed by John Tateishi and based in San Francisco, with an

emphasis on educating the public about the internment. In May 1985, at a national board meeting, the
JACL decided—not without some internal warfare—to activate its Legislative Education Committee
(the JACL-LEC), reorient the organization’s, focus from education to lobbying, and seek a full-time
director based in Washington, DC. The LEC had actually been formed back in 1982 asan independent
lobbying armi of the JACL,12 but had been, in the words of one member, “moribund” until 1985.

- To spearhead its r:of\gressional campaign, the JACL-LEC chairman, Minoru Yasui, recruited
Grant Ujifusa, then an editor with Random House in New York, and gave him the post of vice-
chairman for legislative strategy. Ujifusa was uniquely suited to help Japanese Americans thread

- their.way through the maze of Congress. As co-author of the Almanac of American Politics, Ujifusa

oo

12 The LEC had been created because of IRS regulations that barred organi funded by tax-ded: dollars from
spending more than 15 percent of their budget on lobbying. As an independent entity, the JACL-LEC could solicit
non-deductible contributions to pay for its lobbying efforts.
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brought political savvy and a detailed knowledge of the inner workings of the Hill to the campaign for

redress. He also brought entrée to the offices of most bers of Cong; The aln Ujifusa says,

was “a big deal inside the beltway,” a source used by staffers, lobbyists and journalists to get-a “quick

fix" ‘on a member 6f Congress by reading the thumbnail profiles it offered. “It's extremely well-known

on the Hill,” he explains, “so if you call'somebody [in Congress] up and say} ‘I co-author the almanac

and 1 don’t want to come in and talk to you about the almanac, I want to talk to you about something
Ise’—then they’re going to see you.” . ’

A third-generation Japanese American whose family were farmers in Worland, Wyoming,
Ujifusa had not been directly toyched by the-internment; but, he says, if only through the racial
prejudice that denied his mother valedictorian honors.in her high school in southern Colorado, “I knew
what the story was, ... I understood it in my belly the way the Nisei [a second-generation Japanese
Amerigan] who did go to camp as an adult understands it.” Although cognizant of a potential perceived
conflict of interest between lobbying for redress and his work on the almanac, Ujifusa decided to take on
the task, which he viewed as akin to “lobbying motherhood.” He knew, though, that his work on the
almanac gave him an advantage: “If [ wanted to see a Dan Lungren or an Al Sunpson I could get in and
see these people.”

Ujifusa’s first major act as vice-chair for legislative strategy was to produce a four-page
document, issued on October 3, 1985, that outlined a plan of action for lobbying Congress. “Our strategy
depends on understanding a simple reality and acting on it,” his paper began. “[T]he situation in
Washington has changed for the better, making chances for passage of the redress bill much brighter.”
The main reason for this opurmsm was the departure of Sam Hall—who had been appointed a féderal

judge—from the chair p of the Subc ittee on Admini ive Law. Hall’s replacement, Rep.
Dan Glickman (D-Kan.), Ujifusa wrote, “instinctively understands what happened in 1942.”13
Moreover, Tom Kindness of Ohio, the ranking Republican on the subx ittee and an avowed foe of

redress, had decided to.run for the Senate agamst John Glenn in 1986.

To take advantage of these promising developmems Ujifusa laid out several strategic
priorities for the JACL-LEC. Two of them involved Iobbymg members of Congress in key positions: 1)
those who sat on the Subcommittee on Administrative an, where six votes were needed for a
favorable report on the redress bill (Ujifusa considered the full House Judiciary Committee a more
likely bet to vote for redress); and 2) those who sat on the full Senate Gover 1 Affairs Ci
which, unfommately for, advocates, was still chaired by red PP William Roth.

Another strategic priority concerned lobbying the White House. The “ideal lobbyrst" for the
White House, Ujifusa wrote, would be with p 1 and profesional links to the Reagans
dating back to their years in California. The lobbying would not, however, be so much to enlist their
support as to defuse their opposition. “For a variety of p J ” Ujifusa continued, “we are

13 Glickman, says Glenn Roberts, had 2 relative who had been in a German concentration camp. “And he got reparations
ﬁmlheWulGumpvmnﬂn. Roberts explains, “so Glickman understood sbout reparations and redress

payments.”
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unlikely to get open and public support for the [redress] bill (from the White House]. The goal is to get
neutrality. ...” )

Ujifusa’s paper detailed at Tength how the Jap American cc ity should lobby

bers of Congress through letters and constituent visits. “The grassroots work on your local{
Representatives and Senator remains'vitally important,” he asserted. At the same time, however, he
noted that “[wle cannot lobby and pass the redress bill unless we have the support of other civil rights,
ethnic, religious and labor groups. We don’t ourselves have the numbers, the big money, and the
organized clout.” Another pnonty then would be “to enhs( proxy Nikkei [i.e., Japanese Americans]
and proxy Nikkei organizations. .

. The first and overriding priority, .however, Ujifusa assigned to raising money to hire a full-
time staff director in Washington “to lead and co-ordinate the lobbying effort.” If the Japanese
American community “is not able, for whatever reason,” he wrote, “to show confidence by supporting our
organized effort to win redress, any and all strategic pians are useless, and we might as well shut the
operation down. For common sense tells us that without commitment and woik at the grassroots level, a
national lobbying campaign is.an empty exercise.” The subsequent hiring of staff director Grayze
Uyehara, along with Ujifusa’s legislative strategy work, effectively centralized strategic authority
for the redress bill, a development Glenn Roberts viewed as crucial to the bill’s chances. Uyehara was,
Roberts adds, a valuable asset to the campaign because of her “willingness to go outside JACL's formal
processes and use her own personal contacts” in the community to get things done.

There was no immediate improvement in legislative results, however. HR 442 and its
companion bill in the Senate sank like stones. Glickman did hold two days of hearings in April and
July 1986, but the measure again failed to make it to a vote. Glickman, says Roberts, “was never able to
summon the sort of legislative moxie that it took to get [the bill] going.” His attitude, adds Ujifusa,
was, “1 don’t want to touch it. It's too‘hpt politically in Kansas, although personally I'm for it. It ain’t
going to move.”” Things were even worse in the Senate where, apparently, the opposition of
Governmental Affairs Chairman Roth kept the bill from even getting a hearing before the’
Subcommittee on Civil Service, Post Office and General Services. In the méantime, victories on the
legal front—including a ruling that the fed had supp d evidence which might
have affected the Supreme Court decision upholding internment while it was underway, as well as a

gov

Ns favorable lppeals court ruling on the NC]A.R class acuon suit- d to offer her avenue to gain
red Legislative prop h er, not yet d ged, pl d both external and internal
campaigns auned at the oommg 100th Congress. ) . \

Ex 1S gies: The G and “Proxy” Campaigns
¢

As executive director of the JACL-LEC, Uyehara took responsibility for implementing a
_campaign aimed not only at making Japanese Americans themselves more vocal, but at adding voices
from other communities to the pro-redress chorus. To aid in the former goal, she began, in 1987, a series
of “action alerts,” updates on the progress of the redress bill that were sent to JACL chapters and
supporters throughout the country. The action alerts provided redress news, lists of key committees and
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‘thgirn\anbers,fcmlettzrswbesen! to members of Congress, and scorecards on every member of
Congress, including their ition on red their add: and the names of their chief aides. JACL
members were requested &@ly to send the letters (and to ask friends and relatives to do likewise), but
to visit their representatives eithgr in Washington,or when they were in town during cengresional
recesses. Such personal contagt was deemed especially important. Rep. William Dannemeyer, an
ultra-conservative Republican from California, was won over by Clarence Nishizu, a “very
conservative, very wealthy” contributor, says Ujifusa, to the congressman’s campaigns. “We got
[Dannemeyer],” according to Ujifusa, “because of someone like Clarence Nishizu [who knew] him from
long ago. [It was] like, ‘Clarence, you're telling me that you, Clarence, went to camp; you, Clarence,
who've been giving me money for my campaign for all these years, went to camp?’ Yes." ‘And you wrote

-me this five-page, impassioned letter in longhand?™”

The lobbying done by Japanese Americans, particularly those who had been interned, says

Glenn Ro\bgrs, “had the effect of forcing people to fucu., on the internment and what it meant for

individuals, because these were very, very powerful stories.”

If you're a member of Congress who doesn’t really think much

about Japanese Americans from one dcy to another, and

suddenly five constituents show up in your office [and] say,

“Here we all are, loyal Americans, voting for you all these

years. Let us tell you about what happened to us when we were

kids and young people. ...” That’s really going to capture your

attention.

When Uyehara couldn’t find any Jap American c to go to bat for the redress
bill, she resorted to often ingenious means to find suitable proxies. Uyehara arranged, for instance, for a
JACL ber’s Methodist minister, originally from West Virginia, to contact ministers he knew in the
district of Rep. Harley Staggers (D-W. Va.). Staggers, a member of the Subcommittee on
Administrative Law, was one of those Ujifusa had identified as a promising convert to redress but who
had no Japanese Americans in his district. Through the Methodist connection, Uyehara was able to see
to it that Staggers got some letters supporting redress—only a handful but enough to make the
difference. “All he wanted to be able to say was, ‘I have heard from constituents who want me to
support this issue,” she explains. “That doesn’t mean 100.letters are necessary all the time.”14
While putting individuals to work on producing letters and visits, Uyehara also sought the

endorsement of a wide variety of organizations—religious, civil rights, civic, labor,\and veterans—to
bolster the cause of redress. By early 198‘7 the JACL-LEC had compiled an impressive list of almost 200
org porting red g from the American Bar Assodiation to the National League of
Cities; from the B'nm B'rith Am:-Defamahon League to the National Educauon Association; from the
Black and Hispanic Congressional Caucuses to the AFL-CIO. In addition, a large number of church
organizations, some state and city legislative bodies, and even a few veterans groups lent their

14 Eun, pp. 72-73.
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endorsement to redress.!> The sup, dort of non-Japanese American citizens and organizations was
particularly important, Glenn Roberts points out, “because that reinforced the point that this was not
just a special interest bill ... that this w?é a broader bill about the whole nation.” {

‘ These letters, visits, and endorsements were helpful not bnly in their own right, but as
counterweight to the letters that began arriving in opposition to redress once the bill took on greater
visibility in the 100th Congress. The mail, much of it from veterans and former prisoners of war, ran as
high as 10 to one against redress. Some of the impact of such an‘everwhelmingly negative resporise was
deflected, Roberts says, “because the people who wrote ... often didn’t understand what had happened.
That was clear. It was people who wrote and said, ‘They bombed Pearl Harbor, why should we pay
them compensation?”” So,many letters reflecting this confusion with the Japanese crossed Wright's
desk that his aides crafted a form letter intended to correct the misperception. 16 “Jt is important to
realize,” the letter Stated, “that those who were interned in this country were not the Japanese enemy.
They were American citizens who were interned on r.o grounds other than their racial heritage.”

Such efforts notwithstanding, the tide of sentiment against redress, as measured in the vblume
of letters, virtually swamped support for the measure. It was clear, says Grant Ujifusa, that redress
“couldn’t ever win in a national referendum.”

So you had to say, “Look, this is representative government. ...
So we are going to take our constitutional case on the merits,
occupy the high constitutional ground inside the beltway,
particularly on the Hill and in the White House. We are going
to make our case there. It's going to be settled by 536 people,
including the president.”

Internal Strategies: Making a Case in Congress

Inside the beltway, Ujifusa, along with Mike Masaoka and the Japal‘\ese American members of
Congress, met individually with representatives and senators to urge their support for redress. “My
responsibility,” says Ujifusa, “was the White House [and] conservative members of the House.” The

\access provided by the almanac was “particularly important because it allowed me to talk to people ...
on the Republican side.” - Ujifusa and the others used a variety of tools to persuade, ranging from the
ideological to'the personal. On the ideological end, they worked to forge,a “civil rights/civil liberties
coalition” between left and right. The liberals in the House and Senate, Ujifusa notes, were already
basically in the pro-redress corner.!” With the conservatives, particularly those Ujifusa and Roberts
call the “intellectual conservatives,” they argued the issue on constitutional grounds. Henry Hyde, for
example, a conservative Republican congressman from Illinois and, according to Roberts, an influential

15 Hnww:.uhlACblECnﬁnwbd;ed.wmmemmm mmmﬂmhsnd:mvled;ed
the injustice of the intemment; but has not add: q of y redress.”

16 Eun, p. 38

17 Not all the “labor liberals™ supported redress, however. “Some of them went with Wright," Ujifusa says. “Others were
saying, ‘Hey, aren't these the Japs who cost us the steel mill jobs and the car jobs?™"
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r of the House Judiciary Committee, was ultimately convinced of the merits of redress “because a
tives genuinely believe in the Constitution and genuinely believe the Constitution’s
words.” With House Republican leaders Jack Kemp of New York and Dick Cheney of Wyoming,.

ed, ““Hey, this is a constitutional issue. Look at it that way. You know, don’t look at it
that the usual suspects are up with the usual bad [special interest] bill.” Both sides of the pofitical
spectrum, Ujifusa notes, met on the issue of “what the Constitution meant in the face of an egregious
violation of it.”

There were personal links ;;well that helped forge an alliance on the redress issue. This was
particularly true of Simpson, who had met Norman Mineta when the latter was interned at the Heart
Mountain, Wyoming relocation center. In addition to this personal brush with internment—which he
was to describe in poignant detail in a Los Angeles Times interview and later on the Senate floor—
Simpson shared some very different memories with Ujifusa, who had grown up just 90 miles away from
the senator’s hometown, Cody. Simpson vividly recalled Ujifusa as the quarterback of the high school
football team which beat the defending state champion Cody team. “When | went to see AL" recalls
Ujifusa, “he told me that ‘the Almanac of American Po'itics is a gre;t achievernent, but not as great as
the night you beat us 18 to 6.”18 The almanac did, however, provide access to members of Congress and
also occasionally became a forum for airing pro-redress arguments and criticizing anti-redress members
of Congress. So, for example, in a section on Hawaii’s two senators, the 1986 almanac, noting Inouye’s
and Matsunaga’s support for redress, described internment as “expropriation and wmngfui incarceration
of 120,000 people by racial edict with no charges ever filed.” Although as a rule the almanac was
silent on the foes of redress, the 1986 edition, in a generally negative critique of Rep.: .Thomas Kindness,
whose opposition to redress was spotlighted, called his position “absurd,” arguing it “can be compared
to trying to.make today the case for American slavery.” d

Although by the end of 1986, the lbbbying-in Congress, along with the grassroots campaign, had
picked up more support and co-sponsors for a redress bill, it was unclear whether it had enough backing
to move it through the legislative process. It took a couple of key turnovers in Congress—one in the
House and one in the Senate—to give the redress measure its best, and maybe last, chance at passage.
The first session of the 100th Congress, Grayce Uyehara wrote in one of her “action alerts,” was a time
to “go for broke.”19

Round Three: The Civil Liberties Act of 1987

The crucial change in the House was the ascension of B.\amey Frank (D-Mass.) to the
chairmanship of the Subcommittee on Administrative Law after Rep. Glickman moved on to an
assignment on the Agriculture Committee. Frank had supported redress from its beginnings. His
reasons, Frank says, dated back to his college days: ¢

18 Eun, p. 86.
19 “Go for broke” vudunmcof\hc“bﬂkqmdeunbuTm
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\ I took Gov. 124, a class on American constitutional law, while
) at Harvard, and we studied the Korematsu case [one of the test
/ cases argued before the Supreme Court]. | ll\pught that both
the internment and the Supreme Court decision were
fundamentally wrong.20
Having Frank at the helm of the Subcommittee on Administrative Law, says Roberts, was “absolutely
critical. ... Barney is smart, a?t/ir:ula!e, and adept, and not afraid of a fight.”

In the Senate, an equally important change had taken place. As a result of the off-year
elections, the Democrats had regained control of that chamber, thus ousting Roth from the
chairmanship of the Governmental Affairs Committee and releasing his stranglehold on the redress
legislation. His successor, John Glenn of Ohio, was expected to support the redress measure.

As anticipated, Frank quickly signaled his intention to push the bill. “Barney says,” Ujifusa
recalls, “‘Grant, look, we’re going to move the bill. ... We're not going to do $250 million of the trust
fund; we're going to do $50 million. And we're not going to funnel it into Japanese American civic
organizations.’ﬂ ... I said, ‘Okay, fine. Let’s go, Barney.”” Ujifusa then walked over to Inouye’s office
to tell him the good news. “I say, ‘Hey, Barney is going to move it And we’d had nothing up to that
point. Nothing. So I thought Dan was going to say, ‘Hey, hooray!” But he looks at me blankly - and
he says, ‘Well, Grant, how many co-sponsors does Spark have? I think he had about 28 or 29 at that
point. And [Inouye] says, 1 think [he’s got] 34 or 35 max, don’t you? In other words.... he just didn’t
think it was going to happen.” -

But at a later meeting with Ujifusa and Masaoka, Matsunaga vowed to boost the number of
sponsors in the Senate. “Spark said, ‘Well, by God, we are going to do it. ...  am now going to work.’
And we know what Spark was able to do.” What Matsunaga did was patiently collar each of his
colleagues in the Senate and ask for their support. ‘By the time he introduced the bill in the Senate in
the spring of 1987, he had collected 75 co sponsors—an impressive feat under any circumstances. “Spark
was unfailingly courteous,” says Ujifusa, “... and the other senators loved him. He was not regarded as _
a Daniel Webster or a Henry Clay—I don’t know who in that body is now—but because [the Senate] is
[like] a high school composed of. 100 people, a very small high school, you know everybody. ... You
have to be able to work with all these people personally. ‘And Spark was a master of that.”

At the same time, spurred on by the “action alerts” JACL members and supporters kept up a
steady drumbeat of letters and visits, tailoring the content of each to the progress of the bill in
Congress. Other Japanese American organizations joined in the campaign as well. The National
Coalition for Redress and Reparations (NCRR), aLos Angeles-based grassroots group which
hasized ity organizing efforts and alliances with Third World causes, sent letters and

pehhons to Congress, and orgamzed a five-day lobbying trip to Washington. In addition, the splinter

20 Eun,
p- 98.
21 The authorization for the trust fund for both payments and public education was cut from $1.5 1o $1.25 in the House
Judiciary Committee mark-up; $50 million of that was 1o go to public education. Originally, the bill had called for
public education money 1o be used for “the general welfare of the ethnic Japanese community™ in the US. “
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group, NCJAR, contributed to the legislative campaign, in a backhand way, simply by faltering in its
legal initiative. In June 1987, as the redress bill was still making its way through the House Judiciary
Suprerne Court ruled that the wrong Court of Appeals had heard NCJAR’s suit and sent

of Appeals for the Federal Circuit to be reheard. This was a setback for the
proponents of the class action suit, since it meant further delays and th;‘danger that its earlier
successful appeal would be overturned. NCJAR's troubles helped those who sought redress through -
legislation because, according to Glenn Roberts, “no one could ... say to us, Why are you pursuing this
remedy -when you are about to get what you want in the courts,’ because it was clear that they weren’t
going to winin thecourts. .7 w .

Redress inthe House. True to his word, Barney Frank lost little time in moving the redress bill.
Introduced on January 6, 1987 by House Majority Leader Thomas Foley (D-Wash.), who had succeeded
Wright when the latter took the post of Speaker of the House, HR 442 now boasted 125 co-sponsors.
After undergoing a third round of hearings before the Subcommittee on Administrative Law on April 19,
it was reported out to the full Judiciary Committee in short order on M.v 13. About a month later, on
June 17, the committee approved the bill in a 28-6 vote. Aside from the changes Frank had-earlier
mentioned to Ujifusa, the redress bill the committee passed was essentially unaltered. In response to
some unhappiness over the wording of the “findings” section of the bill, Frank proposed to assign
motives for the internment to “racial prejudice and wartime hysteria” alone, omitting the “failure of
political leadership.” The change was ac:c'epted,zz and the measure was at last ready to go to the
House floor for a vote. Its supporters faced that prospect with confidence. They had enough votes for
passage, says Ujifusa. “It was clear that before Barney and Tom Foley and Jim Wright took this bill to
the House floor, we had it won.” .

That did not stop the bill’s opponents from airing once again their arguments against redress
when the bill came up for debate on September 17, 1987. The date was a momentous one—two hundred
years to the day since the signing of the Constituion, a piece of timing arranged at Mineta’s request.

"No other piece of legislation was scheduled for consideration in the House that day. While supporters
of redress alluded to the bic ial in their spe‘ec\hés on behalf of the bill—"1 can think of no finer
way to celebrate the 200th anniversary of the Constitution of the United States than to rectify a
wrong,” Speaker Wright told his colleag PP h d away at the issues that had
troubled them since the measure made its first appearance in subcommittee hearings: the intercepted

cables, monetary comp fiscal constraints, dangerous precedents. “What a funny way they

[members of the Judiciary Committee] ask us to rub ashes on our heads,” said Rep. Bill Frenzel (R-
Minn.). ... The committee is asking us to purge ourselves with another generation’s money.”

At times, members of the House drew on personal experience-as they made their arguments.
Rising in opposition to the bill, Rep. Ronald Packard (R-Calif.) told his colleagues about his own hard
childhood experience during World War II. Packard’s father, a carpenter, had been working on a
government construction job on Wake Island when it fell to Japan in 1941; he was taken prisoner for five

;: '!'helmguuewu.hownu.rumedhmammdmmloﬂuedbybmymdmh;ﬂmdeﬁbauiﬂuwubm.
Eun, p. 9.
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years, leaving his wife and 17 children to fend for themselves with only token financial assistance from
the US gove;grnent. “An injustice, of course,” Packard said. “There are literally hundreds of thousands
of families like eurs who sustained injustices from wars. Would we now ask our Government or the
Japanese Gove t'to satisfy these injustices with a money settlement? Never.”

But whenit came to-memories of World War II, no one in the House could equal Norman -
Mineta’s harrowing tale of the intemment. By now, he had recited the details many times, but with
undiminished emotion. “[TJo me,” he told his colleagues, “this is a very, very emotional day, in sharp
contrast to May 29, 1942, when, as a 10-1/2-year-old boy wearing a Cub Scout uniform, I was herded into
a train under armed guard. . Howas only “in this kind of a country,” he added, “where a 10-1/2-year-
old can go from being'in a Cub Scout uniform to an armed-guard-guarded train to being a Member of the
House of Representatives of the greatest country in the world.” Tearfully, Mineta read an excerpt of a
letter his father had written after he and his family had been put on a train “to an unknown distant
barracks.”

I looked at Santa Clara’s streets from the train over the

subway. I thought this might be the last look at my loved

home city. My heart almost broke, and suddenly hot tears just

came pouring out, and the whole family cried out, could not

stop, until we were out of our loved county.
Mineta’s personal remembrances, along with Matsui’s, the Washington Post reported the next day,
“held the House transfixed.” i

In the end, the pro-redress forces won the day. An amendment offered by Lungren to delete the
$20,000 payments—the chief focus of debate on the measure24—was defeated in a 162-237 vote. Soon
after, the House went on to approve the redress bill on a vote of 243 to 141. s
Redress in thé Senate. With 75 co-sponsors, no one anticipated major problems for the redress

bill in the Senate, but its progress througi: that chamber proved slower than had been expected. After
Matsunaga introduced the measure on April 21, 1987, it went to the Subcommittee for Federal Service,
Post Office and Civil Service, chaired by David Pryor (D-Ark.), who was sympathetic to redress.2>
Hearings were held and before the month was out, the subcommittee sent it on to the full Governmental
Affairs Committee, where, under John Glenn's chairmanship, it passed on a unanimous vote, on August
4. During mark-up, the committee had accepted an amendment offered by William Roth that spread
the payments out over a five-year period: $500 million in 1989, $400 million in 1990, $200 million in
1991, and $100 million each in 1992 and 1993. Otherwise, the bill was &nchanged in its essentials as it
headed to the Senate floor for a last round of debate. )

]

24 Japaniese Americans took their revenge on Lungren, who had led the opposition to redress payments on the House
floor, that winter. When California Governor George Deukmeijian nominated Lungren for state treasurer, a coalition
led by Jap Ameri fully blocked his confirmation by the state legislature.

25 Two relocation centers had been built in Ark P ly, as g , Pryor had placed historic markers at the

sites and made a speech expressing regret over the intenment. [Eun, p. 103.]
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But that last round proved slow in coming. For a variety of reasons—congressional
preoccupation with the budget resolution, the October stock market crash, concerns about possible
measure did not make it to the floor in the first session of the 100th Congress; and it
was not until Aprjl 19, 1988 that the full Senate finally began its deliberatiornis on redress.

On thatAay and the following, the same arguments were again heard on each side of the issue,
with Jesse Helms (R-N.C.) taking the lead in mtroducmg amendments. After an amendment offered-by
Chic Hecht (R-Nev.) that would elimi y comp ion was tabled on a 67-30 vote, Helms
presented two other amendments in succession: one providing that no funds be appropriated “in any
year in which there will be atbudget deficit,” and the other requiring that no payments be made until
the government of Japan compensated the families of those who were killed as a result of the Pearl
Harbor bombing. Both amendments were also tabled, the former on a 61-35 vote, the latter, 91-4.

A number of conservative Republicans rose to speak on behalf of the measure—including Alan
Simpson, Orrin Hatch (R-Utah), Warren Rudman (R-N.H.)—but many of them expressed ambivalence
about tne financial aspect of redress. Simpson recounted at length his meeting with fellow Cub Scout
Mineta and his impressions of the relocation center he had visited as a chxld “Heart Mountain,” he
told his colleagues, “rises up strong and majestic from the floor of the lush, irrigated farm valleys in
the Big Horn Basin, between Cody and Powell.” It was the custom, he said, for local youths of the area
to carve their initials in the rocks at its peak. Among the crowd of initials of hometown boys, however,
there were Japanese letters and writings engraved by the Japanese Americans who had been interned
there. “It is a moving—and sobering—sight,” Simpson reflected, “to find high upon a Wyoming
mountainside.” Despite his conviction that the internment was “the gravest of injustices,” Slmpson
acknowledged that “I have trouble with the money.” While he pledged to support “the final pmdur:t
the payments to individuals left “a strange feeling in my craw.” The sooner “we close [the] wound [of
the internment] and suture it with love and understanding and affection, we will be better off,” Simpson
added. “And suturing it with money does not seem like the best-way to conclude the issue.” Others, like
Robert Dole, expressed support for the bill, but warned of the uncertain fate of the monetary
compensation provision once it came time to apprdpnate funds. “Like other authorization bills in the
age of 12-digit budget deficits,” he said, “[the redress measure] will undergo careful scrutiny in the
appropriations process. It is one extremely worthy effort, but it must be evaluated along with other
projects worthy in their own right.”

These concerns notwithstanding, the Senate finally did pass the redress bill, financial
restitution and all, on April 20, on a 69-27 vote. The long battle for congressional approval of redress
was over.. Redress advocates now girded themselves to face one lasthurdle: the White House.

Last Steps

As'the redress legislation wended its way through Congress in the fall of-1987, there was deep
concern about what President Reagan Reagan would do when the bill landed on his desk. The
Departrnent of Justice, in the person of Assustam Attorney General Richard Willard, had testified

the in subcx hearings in the House and Senate that summer, arguing, among

&
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other things, that Congress had already handled compensation back in 1948; that the provisions for
restitution would “impose heavy administrative burdens on the Attorney General” (who was
responsible for locating and paying eligible individuals); and that the conclusions and “subjective
detemmu;?k" of the redress commission’s report were “subject to debate.” For those and other
reasons, Willard informed the subcommittee, “the Department of Justice would recommend that the
president veto [the redress bill].” g

At the same time, for different reasons, OMB was sending out signals that it would not look
favorably on the redress measure. On September 18, 1987, the day after the House passed the redress
bill, the Los Angeles Timed reported that OMB “has said it will recommend a presidential veto because
of objections to the $1.2 billion in payments.”

These disquieting rumblings turned into something more ominous a few days later when Grant
‘Ujifusa got a phone call from a White House pollster whom he’d asked to test the waters for redress
with members of the Reagan administration. “He said,” Ujifusa recalls, “I've got very bad news. ...
Pecple over at the White House say they’ve drawn their wagons in a circle and they don’t want this
[bill] at all.” I was very disheartened by that. ... Headvised me to give the bill up for a session. He
said, ‘It’s just too tough.””

Ujifusa, however, was concerned about the negative effects on redress advocates of waiting
much longer for a.bill. “We were just running out of gas,” he says. He arranged a strategy meeting with
Masaoka and Matsunaga in mid-October; it was, he recalls, shortly after the stock market plunged,
giving rise to the specter of a serious downturn in the economy, which would lend weight to'the
administration’s opposition to the redress bill. At the meeting, it was decided that Matsuriaga “would
continue to go after co-sponsors, but would not push action on the Senate floor becauSe we had a red light
from the White House.” Meanwhile, Ujifusa and others would work to change the light to green.

Ujifusa had, in fact, already béen at work at the Justice Department séeking to defuse
opposition there to the bill before it came up for a House vote. In both a letter and a visit to Assistant
Attorney General Willard, he made a pitch that he'would use elsewhere in the administration:

I knew they [at Justice] were thinking, “Oh, yeah, the usual
suspects are acting up. This is a minority bill. Bad stuff. The
usual guys are up trying to-get the government to correct every
ill jn the country.” ... So'l made a political argument, saying
that the Confucian tradition of family, hard work, and
education, and, in this country, technology, are re)illy quite
consistent with themes expounded by Ronald Reagan. And if
you looksat the election returns of both ‘80 and ‘84, the Asian
community did in fact vote Republican, and they did it for
cultural reasons.

Whether or not Willard was swayed by these arg his resp ed Ujifusa:
He looks at me and says, “Well, you know, when the attorney
general [Edwin Meese] said, ‘Who wants this issue?,” there
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were about 20 guys standing in line; and 19 stepped back, and
here I was. 1didn’t want this thing, Grant.” ... But then he
‘says, ‘I promise you two things. Number one, if this thing ever
gets to the White House, I will not be burning up the lines to the
White House §6 have the president veto the bill..... [Number
* two,] when this thing goes to the floor of the House, and later
when it goes to the Senate, I promise you that I'll:send no one up
there to lobby against this bill.”
“In other words,” adds Ujifusa, “‘Grant, you've got menéutralized.”
Ujifusa also took his argument to people who might relay his message directly to Reagan. He
. visited Secretary of Education William Bennett, whom he’s known since they’d been students at
Harvard. Bennett promised Ujifusa that “‘the next time I see the president, I will say to him that |
) suppoﬁ this bill.”” At Bennett's suggestion, Ujifusa also enlisted the aid of d ic policy advisor
Gary Bauer, “a point-person in anti-abortion, a family values man,” he says. “My theory here was
that if I get Gary Bauer on my side, then that nails down the movement conservatives in the
operational spectrum.” Bauer agreed to help, as did Burton Pines of the conservative Heritage
Foundation, whom Ujifusa asked to call the White House on behalf of redress, and Paul Weyrich of the
Committee for the Survival of a Free Congress. “So,” says Ujifusa, “we had the support of what was
probably the most powerful political movement of the eighties.”
Meanwhile, Grayce Uyehara sent out an action alert in October asking supporters to send letters
to President Reagan. She urged writers to include some personal history in their letters. “If you have a
story about how the incarceration affected you and your family,” she wrote, “your letter might be the
one to be shared with the president.” Above all, however, Uyehara d vol “Candidly ~
speaking,” she noted, “I am told that letters generally are separated into two plles—Ior and against—
sonseemsﬂrenumberofletﬁerswﬂlbemoreunportantdunﬁ\econtem" ’I‘hepm—redressleﬂexsdxd
come in but, apparently, they did not stack up well against the opposition. White House aide Anne
Higgins, who monitored the mail, told Ujifusa that “we were swlmped by the negative mail ... four or
five or six to one, particularly from outraged veterans.”
Amid all this lobbying activity, it was an b Reagan and Governor Thomas
Kean of New Jersey which Ujifusa hoped would “turn the tumblers.” Ujifusa had recruited Kean,
whose book, The Politics of Inclusian, he had edited, in thé campaign to win Reagan’s support for
redress. In October 1987, when Reagan visited New Jersey to stump for Republican candidates for the
state legislature, Kean seized his chance. During a 35-minute limousine ride betwéen campaign stops,
Kean made the case for redress. The president, Kean later told Ujifusa, was interested and seemed to
know about the internment, though he @pparently “had the idea that [the purpose of] it was protective

custody.”
While Kean talked of the internment, he reminded the president of a piece of personal history,
relayed to him by Ujifusa. When the town of Santa Ana refused to allow the body of Kazuo Masuda, a
Japanese American who had been killed in action in Italy, to be buried in its local cemetery, General




Against All Odd{u The Japanese Americans’ Campaign for Redress C16-90-1006.0

“Vinegar Joe” Stilwell flew to California ially to.present his family with the soldier’s
posthumous Distinguished Service Cross -Jgining the general at the December 1945 ceremony was
a young actor named Ronald Reagan, then a captéin in the Army. “It was,” the National Journal later |
wrote, {‘an anecdote [Reagan] might have forgotten—but Uijifusa realized that having Kean remind '
“Keagan of that personal connection would carry more weight with the president than rational

arg " Reagan, Ujifusa explains, was “anecdotally inclined. ... You have to reach his heart
because he thinks anecdotally, not conceptually.”26 The story of his appearance at the ceremony, he
adds, was “common lore in our community. People knaw of it. The question in my mind was how could
we bestuseit.” . ’

Soon after the meeting with Reagan in New Jersey, Kean called Ujifusa to tell him that the
president was “réceptive, this was something he might want to do.” Ujifusa followed up Kean'’s efforts

- with a letter to the,presideﬁl explaining that the internment had not, in fact, been a matter of

protective custody, and enclosed a letter, addressed to Reagan, from June Masuda Goto, the sister of
Kazuo. Recounting his presence at the ceremony and the brief address Reagan had made then, Goto
wrote, “The presence of you and General Stilwell greatly affected the community and led to a better
life for our family. ... Many times I have been asked to speak at the Kazuo Masuda middle school. I
speak to all the history classes, and quote your words to the students.” Urging him to support the
redress legislation, she concluded, “All of us in our family—I believe Kaz as well—would be greatly
honored if you would. I also believe that America, through you, would honor itself.”

By February 1988, Ujifusa was receiving new signals from the White House. In a meeting with
Ken Duberstein, Reagan’s deputy chief of staff, to talk about OMB opposition, Ujifusa was told,
“‘Grant, look, this whole matter has been talked.about at a.much higher level than that.”” Later
Ujifusa learned that “the word had gone out that the president wants this.”

Another Ceremony

With the White House certain to pose no problems and action completed in the Senate, the way
was cleared for House-Senate conferees to work out their differences and present a final version of the
bill for approval.?/ On July 27, 1988, the Senate approved the conference report on a voice vote; the
House followed suit a few days later, on August 1, in a 257-156 vote.28 Even with victory assured,
opp of red in Congr 'had a final say, reprising the arguments of the past five years. Rep.
Helen Bentley (R-Md.) told her coll g1 that her husband, a Korean war veteran, had warned herx,
“If you want a fast divorce, you vote for that outrageous expenditure of our money.”” He told her,
moreover, “That was wartime ... and we did not start the war. If anyone should get anything, it should

26 Eun, p. 120.

-27 The final version extended the payment period from five to 10 years. It also stipulated that if an individual eligible for

. payment had died, his or her spouse, children, or parents would receive the $20,000. “Eligible™ meant any person
living at the time of the enactment of the bill who had been intemned.

28 While the bill was in its final stages of approval, the class action suit brought by NCJAR was coming to & dead end. In
May 1988, the US Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit dismissed the suit on the grounds that the statute of
limitations had expired. lmzthuyw.hchCmuhuedmmicv{mdecisim
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be the Amenfzn prisoners who were treated cruelly and frequently tortured, sometimes tortured to
death.” Mr. ker,” Bentley concluded, “my an husband, Bill Bentley, like all veterans in my
district, oppose legislation, as I do.” Rep. Jack Davis (R-IL.) rose to say that he was reversing his,
vote after considefing the issue of precedent and after hearing from his c%psﬁtuents. He was, he told
his colleagues, “miridful that the term ‘representative’ means to represent and while no one has sougtit
my ‘yes’ vote on this bill, a large ber of ¢ ituents phoned, wrote, and verbally communicated
their opposition to this measure.”

Last minute objedioninotwithskan\éing, Congress had given its approval to redress and on
August 10, 1988, Ronald Reagan added the final touch. In an emotional ceremony attended by over 100
Japanese Americans and key bers of Congress, the p briefly rec d the story of the
intefnment, quoting in part from Mineta’s own experience. “The legislation that I am about to sign
provides for a restitution payment” to surviving internees, he told his audience. “Yet no payment can
make up for those lost years. So what is most important in this bill hasless to do with property than
with honor. For here we admit a wrong. Here we affirm our commitment as a nation to equai justice

under the law.” Then, taking a clipping sent to him bv June Masuda Goto; he read the same brief speech

he’d made in 1945 in Santa Ana.

Blood that has soaked into the sands of a beach is all of one

color. American stands unique in the world, the only country not

founded on race, but on a way—an ideal. Not in spite of, but .
because of our polyglot background, we have had all the -
strength in the world. That is the American way. -

With that, the president signed the bill. A final battle, this time over the appropriation, still

lay ahead before redress would become a reality for Japanese Americans. For the moment, though,
veterans of the redress effort savored the fruits of their decade-long campaign.

.
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