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Queen- pageant

— a tradition worth keeping?

BY MIKA TANNER
Special to the Pacific Citizen

Each year during the annual Ni-
sei Week Festival in Los Angeles, a

community, the historic Little
Tokyo area, and the JA way of life.
Crowned as the Nisei Week Queen
at the festival’s annual Coronation
Ball, this woman has the honor of
carrying on a tradition that has de-
fined and united the _

community since
1935, a tradition that
continues to excite the
participation and
imagination of many
young JA women.

of intense competi-
tion.

The  23-year-old
Queen was born in
Japan, speaks Japan-
ese fluently, and was
evaluated by a panel
of judges on her poise,
charm, public speak-
ing abilities, appear-

ance in a traditional kimono, and
her overall physical beauty. As the
Nisei Week Queen, Hattori will re-
ceive an assortment of prizes an

out Southern California.

The Los Angeles JA community
is not alone in this tradition; cities
with large JA populations such as

lulu, San Franci

cash gifts, as well as exp paid H ,Sa and Seat-
trips. to Japan, Hawaii, Seattle, tle have similar pageants in which
and Northern California. During ~young women are selected as the
her rdign, she will act as the good-  face and figure of the local Nikkei
will amb dor of Angel wnity. Despite this long-
Japanese jcan community, Standing custom, however, many
making a| at store opén- JAs wonder at the purpose of these |
ings, regy festivals, baseball

games, and other events through- See QUEEN/page 4

Toyoko Tiffany Hattori is crowned the new 1998 Nisei Week Queen.

The battle over the
2000 census has begun

BY GREG MAYEDA
Special to the Pacific Citizen

WASHINGTON, D.C.—The
Census Bureau will not start
counting people until April 1,
2000, but in Washington a heated
political fight has begun over how
people will be counted. Despite

communities are

£

other minority
iz the &

Islanders were not counted; 4.4
percent of African Americans
were mi ; 5 percent of Latinos
and persons of Hispanic origin
were missed; and 12.2 percent of
Native Americans living on reser-
vations were not counted. Chil-
dren had the highest undercount
of all — 2 million.

Why census data is important
The primary uses of census

“data are to: 1) reapportion con-

ing the lop ts close-
ly. At the core of the issue is the
undercounting of urban minori-
ties, rural populations, children
and seniors, and the method to be
used to make the 2000 Census

reau, the 1990 Census missed 8.4
million people and double-count-
ed 4.4 million others. Nationally,
2.3 percent of Asian and Pacific
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gr | seats and draw leg-
islative districts; and 2) allocate
billions of dollars in government
funds. President Clinton recently
noted that the census has a deep-
er meaning: “It’s about gathering
fair and accurate information we
absolutely have to have if we're
going to determine who we are
and what we have to do to pre-
pare all our people for the 21st

See CENSUS/page 3
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Child of fprmer evacuee
files suit for redress

(Reprinted with permission from

the Rafu Shimpo) *
BY TAKESHI NAKAYAMA
Rafu Shimpo Associate Editor

A Japanese American woman
born to evacuees near the end of
World War II is suing the United
States government to become eli-
gible for the redress program and

_ receive $20,000 reparations and

an apology. P

Wendy Hirota, 52, was previ-
ously denied reparations by the
Office of Redress Administration
because she was born after Jan.
20, 1945, the Department of Jus-
tice-imposed cutoff date to be eli-
gible for reparations.

Attorney Pat Hatton and an-
other attorney who asked to re-
main anonymous are currently in
the process of filing a lawsuit in
the U.S. Court of Federal Claims
in Washington, D.C., on behalf of
Hirota.

+ Hirota, in her appeal of the
ORA denial of her claim, argues
that she should still be eligible for
reparations even though she was
born in Denver on Feb. 3, 1946,
because her father could not re-
turn to the West Coast after Jan.
20, 1945, even though the U.S

Government announced that
Japanese Americans could do so.

Her father, Kentaro Takatsui,
was labeled a “troublemaker” at
Tule Lake concentration camp
because of his anti-administra-
tion activities. He was confined in
detention centers at Moab, Utah,
Leupp, Arizona, and the Stans-
laus (Califdrnia) jail before being
sent back to Tule Lakeé until the
war ended. At war’s end, he was
notified that he had an “individ-
ual exclusion order,” meaning he
could not return to the West
Coast.

Hirota, whose father is from
Seattle and her late mother from
Oakland, is appealing ORA’s de-
nial of her application for redress
because her father’s individual
exclusion order meant he was
still not free to move back home
The individual lawsuit seeks to
change the cutoff date of birth for
redress eligibility to June 1946
from January 1945. According to
Hirota, the Civil Liberties Act of
1988 states that eligibility should
be for persons born up to the clos-
ing of the last camp, June 1946.

Two other Nikkei suing the
government are Carole Song and

See REDRESS/page 8

Raising awareness, providing support
among and beyond API gay/lesbian youth

BY TRACY UBA
Special to the Pacific Citizen

For his 19th birthday, Christian
Alvez threw himself a party with
his then-boyfriend, after having re-
cently come out as being gay to his
parents and moving out of their
home. He had invited them to at-
tend the celebration but later far-
got, so when they showed up at his
door, he was understandably sur-
prised. What his parents found
however, was cause for even greater
surprise. Their son, jokingly

up — in a huge purple

It was just under a year prior
that Philippines-born Alvez had
reveal

It was just something that was not
part of her consciousness at all
We've had to work a lot on'it.”

among API and APA communities
In other cases, there are “those who
don't have in their life agenda the
[desire or choice] to ever come out to
their families because they fear

portive of their children, much less
joining in the fight to promote toler-
ance. And Alvez and Vicky are still
in the minority of API queer youth
who risk- disapproval and misun-
d ding from their families for

they might be disowned or b
of the shame factor,” Alvez says. “1
think that’s the biggest part of not
coming out to your family, the
shame you're bringing; and that’s
across all API communities.”

On the other side of the fence of
course are the parents, those who
cannot understand,
those who are in denial
or those who simply
don't know how to cope
once their child does
come out. Just ask
Harold and Ellen
Kameya about the diffi-
cult road towards under-
standing and acceptance
it has been since their
daughter, Valerie, came
out to them in 1988.

It wasn't until 1990
that they finally realized
they needed an outlet to
help them deal with
their pain, and so they
turned to a  support
Parents and

Gays (PFLAG). As one of .
the first Asian American
couples to attend meet-
ings, they found solace in being able
to speak with other families who
:hxm experiencing gimilar hard-
p. <
“Throughout the years, as the
level of public education has gone
and more that they do have a right
ot to have to lie. So people are com-
ing out at a younger and younger

age,” notes Harold Kameya, now a
spokesperson for PFLAG's speakers

the sake of coming out.

Vicky, in fact, remembers crying
when her mother confronted her di-
rectly. “Do you think I want to be
like this?" she asked, “The pain that
I go through?” Though on that occa-
sion she was able to discuss her
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Holiday Issue
kits are coming

The Pacific Citizen has recently mailed out its Holiday Issue
packets by first-class mail. Chapter representatives who
receive the kits are asked to call Brian Tanaka upon receipt

29—New York Chapter Annual
p.m.-dusk. RSVP: Drs. Sam and

. Sumi Koide, 914/693-2058.

UTAH CHAPTERS

Sat. Sept. 26—Autumn Golf Classic
scholarship tournament, Murray
Parkway Golf Course. RSVP by Sept.
12, Floyd Mori, 572-2287.

NC-WN-Pacific

'GOLDEN GATE

Sat. . 5—Memorial Service for
NCWNP Regional Director George
Kondo, 3 p.m., Higashi Honganji
Temple, 1524 Oregon St., Berkeley.
Info: Yosh Nakashima, FAX 217/725-

0064.

DIABLO VALLEY/TRI-VALLEY

Sun. Aug. 30—joint_Diablo Val-
ley/Tri-Valley picnic, 12-5 p.m

Pleasant Hill Park. Details: Lainie

Kunihiro, 925/930-926.

FLORIN

Sat. Sept. 26—Florin JACL 8th Annual

Women's Day Forum; see Community

Calendar.

SAN JOSE - '

Sat. Oct. 10—San jose Chapter’s 75th

Anniversary Celebration, 6 p.m. cock-

tails, 7 p.m. dinner, San jose Hyatt

Airport Hotel. RSVP by Sept®7 for

(able rates: Jefi Yoshioka, 408/879-
0800, Judy Nizawa, 408/733-7692 or

6)0/329 3867, JACL office, 408/295-

1250.

Central California

FRESNO

Fri., Sept. 11—Piano concent by Jon
r\akama{su Van Cliburn Compe-
tition winner, Fresno State campus.
Info, tickets: CSUF Music Dept.,
209/278-2654. Reception spon-
sored by Fresno JACL.

Pacific Southwest

Sat. Sept. 19—PSW District Awards
Dinner.commemorating the end of the
redress program, cocktails 6 p.m., din-

ner 7 p.m. Tomance Hilon Hclei,
21333 Hawthome Blvd., Torrance
Info, RSVP: 21 3/6264471 or
pswe)adorg $75 general, $35 stu-
dents; proceeds to traif future AA
commumry leaders. :
WEST LOS ANGELES .
Sun. Sept. 13—W.LA Auxiliary Aki
Matsuri Il, 9:30 am.-3 p.m., Venice

Japanese Community Center, 12448 ™~

Braddock Dr., Culver. City. Info: Jean,
310/390-6914, Eiko, 310/820-1875.
Sat. Oct. 3—JACUPSWD Campaign
for Justice fund raiser turn-a-round to
Stateline,6: 15 a.m.-midnight, 244 S.
San Pedro St., Little Tokyo; RSVP by
Oct. 1: Ken Inouye, 714/96780934 or
949/586-6640. All-day parking avail-
able.

DEADLINE FOR CALENDAR
is the Frday before date of
issue, on a space-available
basis.

Please provide the time and
piace of the event, and name
and phone number (including
area code) of a contact person.

Cale’ndar

East Coast

NEW YORK

Sat. Sept. 12—Program, “The New
York Japanese American Community
during WWIIL,” 1-3 p.m.,, Ellis Island
Immigration Museum 3rd  Floor
Gonference Room. Info: 212/952-
0774. akers, Suki Ports, Monica
Miya, q

Through 1999—Japanese American
National Museum’s exhibit, “Amer-
ica's Concentration Camps: Remem-
bering the Japanese American Ex-
perience,” Ellis Island Immigration
Museum, New York City. Info: JANM
(Los Angeles) 213/625-0414, (New
York) 212/952-0774. Admission to the
exhibit is now free.

The Midwest

ST. LOUIS

Sat.-Mon., Sept. 5-7—japanese Fes-
tival, 10 am.-10-p.m. Sat.&Sun, 10
a.m.-5 p.m. Mon., Missouri Botanical
Garden 4344 Shaw Blvd. Info:
314/577-9400, 800/642-8842. Bon-
sai, Ikebana, juggler, music, the candy-
man, tea ceremonies, Bon Odori,
cooking demos, kimono fashion show,

tinental breakfast, lunch 7
SAN FRANCISCO

Through Aug. 30—Exhibit, “At
Home and Abroad: 20 Contem-
porary Filipino Artists,” plus a pro-
gram of films, music, dance, lec-
tures, readings, etc., The Asian An
Museum, 78 Tea Garden Dr., Gol-
den Gate Park. Info: Michele
Ragland-Dilworth, 415/379-8813,
recording, 415/ 379-8801

Fri-Mon.,  Sept. 4-7—Buddhist
Church of San Francisco Centennial
Celebration: photo exhibit, 11 a.m.-
4 p.m_; visitation service (transporta-
tiop available), Chigo parade, cen-
tennial service and ianque{ lecture
series, 1881 Pine St Info: Teresa
Ono, 415/346-1972.

Sat., Sept. 5—Buddhist Church of
San Francisco family picnic, 10
am.-4.p.m., Coyote Point County
Recreation Area, San Mateo. info:
Teresa Ono, 415/346-19727 Trans-
portation available.

SAN JOSE
Fri. . 28—Shinzén ill bas-
ketball  program. Info: Japanese

American Chamber of -Commerce,
408/288-5222 or kabochayajoy@
aol.com.

STOCKTON

- (R) Sun. Sept. 6—50-year reunion

party, “Coming Home to French
Camp,” Stockton Buddhist Temple.

shibori dyeing, raku pottery demos, Info: Gail Matsui, 209/823-8964, or
children’s activities & crafts randle- Lydia Ota, 209/956-3437.
light walks in Sef , T tp
processions, food booths. Central Cal
The Rockies FRESNO

R) Fri.-Sun., Oct. 16-18—Jerome
ALBUQUERQUE " and Denson High School Reunion,
Through Aug. 29—Exhibition by the | Double Tree Hotel, 1055 Van Ness

-Hiroshima Peace Aft Association and

the Nagasaki Peace Exhibition Com-

mittee, South Broadway Cultural
Center. Info: Thomas P I, 505/873-
4817.

Northern Cal

SACRAMENTO

(R) Sat. Sept. 5—Greater Florin Area
Japanese Reunion, 1-5 p.m., dinner
5:30 p.m., Red Lion-Sacramento Inn,
1401 Arden Way. Info: James Abe,
916/ 363-1520.

Sat. Sept. 26—8th Annual Women'’s
Day Forum, 8:30 am.-3 pm,

‘Japanese - American Archival Col-

lecnon Library, South Reading Room,
U Sacramento, 6000 | St, RSVP,
payment by Sept. 14: Florin JACL, PO.
Box 292634, Sacramento, CA95829-
2635. Infoi” Ulakn Kimura, 916/421-

Ave. Hotel Reservations. ASAP, in
Calif. 800/649-4955; out-of-state
800/222-TREE, local 209/485-9000.
Reunion reservations by Sept. 19,
info: Shigeko Masuda Okajima,
209/875-3878; Amy Sasaki Yano,
209/638-5543; Miyoko Kunitake
Kawamura, 714/961-1249; Shiro
Tahara, 916/428-0494.

30—Nisei-Sansei Night
Fresno Grizzlies vs. Edmonton
Trappers. Tickets: Ray Arifuku, 209/
278-2654.

Southern Ca

LOS ANGELES

Sat. Aug. 22—Award- Fwinning Film,
“442: For the Future,” 1:30p.m.,
Japan America, Theatre, 244 S. San
Pedro-St., Little| Tokyo. Tickets, info:
213/680-3700.

p.m, plus screenings of new pro-
ductions by Asian Pacific Islander
filmmakers, 7 p.m. 244 S. San Pedro
St., Little Tokyo. Info: Visual Com-
munications, 213/680-4462x62
Sat. Aug. 29—Norwalk Dance Club
“Hawaiian Nite” dance social, 7
p.m., Southeast Japanese School &
Community Center, 14615 S
Gridley Rd., Norwalk. Info: Mitzi
Shiba, 714/527-5714

(R) Fri.sSun., Oct. 16-18—Jerome
Relocation Reunion, bus to Double-
tree Hotel in Fresno, boarding, at 10
am., New Gardena Hotel, 1641 W.
Redondo Beach Blvd., Gardena. Info:
Sam Mibu, 310/532-9730, Bob
Nakashima, 714/ 638-8890, Miyo
Kawamura, 714/961-1249; New
Gardena Hotel, 310/327-5757, park-
ing $2/night.

ORANGE COUNTY

Sat.  Aug. 22—Sansei Singles &
Greater L.A. Singles “Great Escape”
dinner dance, 6p.m.-1 am. New
Orani Hotel Grand Ballroom, 120 S
Los Angeles St, Little Tokyo. Info:
Calvin 714/952-1846, Colleen 626/
441-4114, Gene, 562/862-5529, Janet

310/835-7568, Mitchell, 213/309-
4317.

SAN DIEGO

Sun. 6—Bazaar, Ocean View

Sept.
United Church of Christ, 11 am.-3
p.m., 3541 Ocean View Blvd. Inio:
Christine Yoshioka, 619/233-3620.

ArizonaNevada

LAS VEGAS

(R) Sun.-Wed., Oct. 4-7—Amache
Reunion, Union Plaza Hotel Casino.
RSVP by Aug. 31. Info: No. Calif,, Cal
Kitazumi, 415/386-4162; Central
Calif —Asa Yonemura, 209/266-3012;
So. Calif—Robert Ichikawa, 310/325-
00562 or Gene Kawamoto, 213/728-
1363; Denver—Haru Kitamura,
303/287-2958; Midwest—George
Hidaka, 773/275-9210; Las Vegas—
Bill Hidaka, 702/451-9408; Hawaii—
Jody Maruyama, 808/734-6012.
RENO

(R) Fri-Sun., Sept. 11-13, Heait
Mountain Class of ‘48 Reunion,
Flamingo Hilton. Info: Alice Yamane,
chairperson, 780 Santa Rita Ave., Los
Alos, CA 94022.

Alaska - Hawai

HONOLULU

Through Sept. 2—Presentation in ob-
servance of the 100th anniversary of
the U.S. annexation of Hawaii, Bishop

at 323/725-0083 or 800/966-6157. 3927, Donation: $35, (620 for L 2 0 hilVisions® i Museum. Info: 816/847-3511. W
2% hi
members), students $10, includescon-  cook-off fundraiser, JACCC Plasa, 'L—'
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: Coming Home: New exhibit at the Japanese Amerlcan
National Museum sheds light on resettlement period :

BY MIKA TANNER
Special to the Pacific Citizen

Formsny people, the closing of
the American concentration camps

a tragic story; after being labeled
the “enemy” by the American gov-
ernment on the basis of their
Jdpanese ancestry and incarcerat-
ed in concentration camps, JAs
were finally free to return home
and rebuild their lives and commu-
nities. Turning their attention to
the task of survival, JAs saw the
period after the war as a clean
slate, a time to redeem themselves
in the eyes of the American public.
Loosely termed “resettlement,” this
penodﬁ'om1945m19558pewned

out of the ashes, Japanese Ameri-
cans rose from their status as social
pariahs to become the latest Amer-
ican success

However, tochammmzethxspe-
riod as a sqnple transition from a
comgpunity destroyed to a commu-
nity triumphant misses a large
part of the story. The process of re-
settlement cannot be separated
from the overall camp experience;
wdomnegatmt.behmdshxps,the
failures, and the emotions JAs en-

14, theexhib:tteﬂsdmmnﬂex
stnryof resettlement procese,
feabunng photagraphs Home

movies, artifacts, and oral histories
ﬁ-umthnsdeﬁmuvepermdmhmto-

Cummrs Darcie Tki and Jim
Gatewood .hope the exhibit will
open up discussion within the com-
munity and invite people to talk .

"“They see the closing of the camps

as an end in and of itself. But I
think that if people really want to
understand the impact of camp,
theyneedmbeabletneon!m:al
ize not only hat happened in
camp, but before aﬁermmpss
well.”

Although most of | )
not clpse until the end of 1945, the
resettiement process began as ear-
ly as 1942. Alumsnmmedmtelyaf—
terﬂlebu:ldmgnﬁ.heﬁm ‘assem-

h |

lowed inmates to apply for indefi-
nite or permanent leave from

bly centers,” the War Rel

Aut.honty(WRA) t.hecmlagenq
ible for the

oﬁ.hemmps,wasdevmng*tmb

camp. Howeva-,theprwesswasso
d and the

for eligibili sorest.nctxvethntﬂ:e

' bulk of JAs did not actually leave

until 1943. In order to be eligible,
applicants had to

dured while to life be-
ymdbarbedw:n Ital.soptevmm

latest exhibit, Conung Home
Memories of Japanese American
Resettlement. Opening on August

have pmofofem
ployment

JAs most.ly leex

camps did Chlldren at a trailer camp in Burbank, Calif., in March 1946.

earlier, they had little to return to.
Reports of anti-JA hostility and vi-
olencemlysewedmmagmfyi.he

fear and tension that was preva-
lent among the remaining inmates
at that time. Equipped with the
$25 and transportation fare given
to them by the WRA, most felt they
had little choice but to make their
way back to the only home they
knew, the West Coast they had

dangering.

Upon their return, resettlers
faced open animosity from local
residents. In the first six months of
1945 alofie, the Pacific Citizen re-
ported more than forty incidents of
violence or intimidation aimed at
the returning JAs. The resettlers

orders were lifted
and JAs were al-

PHOTO COURTESY OF RONNIE MACIAS & RAEY HIRATA
Thefarriydog Butch, sits outside the Ishigo trailer in Lomita, Calif., Circa 1945-1948.

gies on how to permanently reset-
tle “loyal” JAs outside of the West-
ern Defense Command’s restricted
zone. By scattering the JA popula-
tion throughout the United States,
thereby discouraging the establish-
ment of ethnic enclaves, the WRA
believed another “serious racial
problem” could be successfully
avoided.

By September .of 1942, mecha-
nisms were set in place that al-

lowed to return to
the West Coast. At
the same time, the
WRA also announced its plans to
close all camps under its adminis-
tration within a year, a decision
that was met with anxiety by many
of those who still remained incar-
cerated. These Japanese Ameri-
cans, most of them elderly Issei, or

them-
selves in cities ing calls and letters, and lo-
Mid- cal homes and businesses dis~
west and the East p!ayedanh-dnpanesealogansm
Coast such as Den- their windows as an expression of
ver, Chicago and their hatred. It was not-the wel-
Seabrook, N.J.. come one would wish for.
On January 2, Initially, the most pressing prob-
1944, the exclusion lem for the resettlers was one of ad-

equate housing. The war had cre-
ated a critical housing

shortage
. which was further exacerbated by

the éxistence of racial covenants,
legally binding agreements that
prevented JAs and other people of
color from renting houses or apart-
ments.

As a rectifying measure, the
WRA worked to set up hostels, mil-
itary barracks and trailer camps to
tmnpornnly house the overflow. Of-

the conditions in these
kekhift facilities were worse

tainty of the outside world. Their
homes and businesses having been
taken away from them three years

Lhan those in the concentration
camps. Artist Estelle Ishigo, whose
scrapbook and photographs of life

The battle over the 2000 Census

(Continued from page 1)

century.
Census data is the basis for vir-
tually all demographic informa-

distribute seats among the states.

Scientific sampling battle
In an effort to remedy the his-
toric problem of undercounting,

tion used by educators, policy the Census Bureau wants to use a
makers, journalists, and commu- mhﬁp method called statistical
nity leaders —tod where The Republican leader-
to build more roads, hospitals and ship in Congress believes this
childcare centers, and which com-  method is unconstitutional and is

munities need more federal help
for WIC (women and infant chil-

doing eves it can to prevent
it from being used. House Speaker

Service will deliver the forms,
which ask questions such as name,
gender, age, race and marital sta-
tus. In late March letters will be

April a second maili
lion forms will be
address.

Starting in late April and con-
tinuing until early June, approxi-
mately 400,000 census enumera-

elivered to —/

ternative — including giving the
Census Bureau a blank check and
unlimited time to visit every non-

ing household. It has been
endorsed by the American Statis-
tical Association and the American
Demographics Association as the
best me to reduce costs and
increase accuracy.
Wlﬁ{;; is o&o::hnvnﬂnﬁ

ite the scientific support
for samplmg umgrmsxonar
publicans view it as a direct attack
on their political majority. } Al-

dren), Head Start, seniors’ nutri- Newt Gingrich (R-Ga.) authorized  tors will be visiting housing units though the method was devel

~umpmgnms;obtrammgand a lawsuit against the Commerce  that did not mail back their forms by mathematicians and not politi-

other services. Businesses rely on Department (the Census Bureau's — about 22 million. ©ace re-  cians, fear that the sampli
census data furmarkehng, hiring,  supervising department) challeng-  sponses from 90-percent of each  data will manipulated to favor
and expansign plans ing its constitutionality.” The census tract have been received, Democrats. They interpret the
Supmmerunmelpectedwulu- the holds will be phmse “actual enu-
Hiswry ’ mately resolve the disp Re- = d" a statistical sam-  meration” to mean “count one by
ion the in Cong amalso\l% ple drawn fmm a survey of  one.” Their underlying fear is that
Cmgress to conduct an “actual mgwcoereeﬂ\eCensusBureau h The s ling will lead to a more accu-

enumeration” of the “whole num-
ber of persons within each state” o
every ten years. The mean-
ing of lhese words
subject of political debate since
Thomas Jefferson conductedthe
first United States Census in
1790.. Both be};:e ev:g?here President
Washington was an
undercount of the population. This
led Washington to use the .first
presidential veto because he did
not agree with the formula tised ta

abandon the plan by restricting
appropriations - for the entire

agency.

How the census and sampling
work oy

The Census Bureau ill con-
duct four' separate mailings: In
early March 2000, 120 million let-
ters will be mailed to every ad-
dress in the U.S. announcing that
ﬂwemmfmmewxl]beamwnﬁ
soon. In mid-March the Postal

plar‘l is based on'recommendations
made by the National Académy of
Sciences.

- ‘Why it is preferred

Trying to count every non-re-
sponding household door to door is
expensive and in the past has led
to inaccurate results. Sampling .
will reduce the time in the field
and reduce the number of “double-
counts.” Proponents argue that
this method is superior to any al-

rate count of urban minorities and .

result in a reshaping of congres-
sional districts, power toa
population that traditionally votes
for Democraticcandidates.

‘The decision over which count:
ing method shall be used will be
determined in' the next  few

when the President delivers the
official count to’the Secretary of
the House. B

PHOTO COURTESY OF RONNIE MACIAS & RAEY HIRATA

in the trailer camps is featured in
the exhibition, describes her new
home as a place where “trailers
leaked in the winter rains, beds be-
came moldy, the ground a muddy
swamp, and water stood in deep
pools with green slime.”
Finding employment was also a
challenge. Most Issei who had lost
ing did not have the capital
or the spirit to reestablish business-
es or farms from scratch. Further-
more, although employment oppor-
tunities were plentiful in the post-
war economy, many jobs were not
available to JAs. Even educated
and skilled Nisei were forced into
menial jobs or businesses that re-
quired little capital, such as gar-
demng carpentry, and domesu::

Gradualry however, conditions
lmpruved As many legal barners
owing discriminatory practices
began to fall, JAs appeared to as-
similate more fully into main-
stream American life. Climbing the
social and economic ladder of suc-
cess, JAs suddenly found them-
selves the subject of newspaper and
magazine articles hailing them as
“superior citizens” and the “model
minority.”

For much of the public, the story
ends here, a happily-ever-after in a
country full of happily-ever-afters
However, this version neglects to
mention those who did not fit into
the picture — the elderly Issei who
never got back on their feet, Tule
Lake tes, renuncidants who
left for Japan, and countless others

Furthermore, it ignores the fact
that the JA community sought to
erase the painful memories of camp
from theii collective memories. Try-
ing to achieve some sense of nor-
malcy, many JAs simply buried the
past in an effort to move on. “People
didnt have the luxury of asking
themselves what had happened,”
Gatewood said. “They were so busy
just trying to survive and make the
best out of a bad situation.” He
stresses that many JAs are still
dealing with the events of World
War II, and that he hopes the ex-
hibit will help them focus-en reset-
tlement as another part of that ex-

perience.
Strolling the exhibit, one
gets a sense of both the postwar de-
spair and triumph of the JA com-
munity. Jki hopes that the visitor is
able to get a clear sense of the com-
plexity of the resettlement process
"Junbammtheywerm'tbelnnd
barbed wire, it didnt mean that
those Japanese Americans were
free-— not only did they carry the
baggage of camp along with them,
but many discriminatory practices
and restrictions on freedom still ex-

isted. .

The exhibit ends with a tribute to
those iriternees whase lives were ir-
reparably shattered because of the
war, and poignantly stresses the
need fox:!.heJAeommumtymmme
to térms with the pain of their
memories. For many, resettlement, -
has been a lifelong process; not sim-
ply a journey to-a physical place, it
also represents -a réconciliation
with the past, an understanding of
the present, and hope for the fu-
ture. @
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Campalgn for Justice not over yet;
Japanese Latin Amerlcans to continue fight for equal treatment

BY JULIE SMALL
Co-chair, Campaign for Justice

As the Civil Liberties Act sun-
sets, Campaign for Justice wishes
to express our deepest gratitude to
supporters for joining our fight for
redress. We assure you that with
your support we will carry on past

pursue a full redress payment of

the settlement specifically permits
C to the amount

$20,000 via an act of C
the future. Whereas the terms of
the, out-ofcourt settlement cannot
. be altaed the Campaign is free to
pursue legislative remedies to
what is clearly an insufficient repa-
ration for people who were kid-
nnpped, lmpnsoned and robbed of

August 10 to fight for an equitabl
redress for Japanese Latin Ameri-
can former internees.

The recent settlement of the
Japanese Latin Americans’
case Mochizuki v. the U.S. marks a
major adnevement for Campaign
for Justict but it does not bring an
end to our redress efforts.

The June 12 settlement, the re-
sult of a two-year legal battle to
win redress for Japanese Latin
Americans whose claims were de-
nied under the Civil Liberties Act
of 1988, provides a letter of apology

¢ and $5,000 payment to all Japan-
ese Latin Americans interned in
the United States during World
War II, as long as the funds in the
Civil Liberties Act last.

For Japanese Latin Americans
who had endured violations of their
most fundamental rights, accept-
ing $5,000 reparations was a bitter
pill to swallow, but they did 8o in
the hopes of providing some mea-
sure of justice now to elderly sur-
vivors. The choice to. settle was
made with the hope that we might

~their b and
homes.
Why the settlement was
accepted
The assessment-of the lawyers
for “the class™ was that the chances

of winning in court were low. This
meant that if the settlement offer
w rejected it was very likely
Lh%ﬂdx:gapanwe Latin Americans
WO d up with nothing, not
even an Aapology Additionally, it
could take years to complete the
ap) process, a delay which -
might mean many Japanese Latin
Americans would not survive to see
justice done. Even if litigation were
successful some time in the future,

of redress payments.

The setflement not only provides
an apology and some redress right-
fully for e/ the Japanese Latin
Americans who suffered, it does so
regardless of where they now re-
side. Importantly, the settlement
gives choices to the Japanese Latin
Americans: they can accept the set-
tlement, reject the settlement by
“opting out,” or accept the settle-
ment but file objections to it, to be
decided at the November 17 fair-
ness hearing.

“Opting out” permits those
Japanese Latin Americans to
refuse the settlement, and allows
them to instead try to win the
$20,000 in the courts. The lawyers
for the class believe that while
there is a chance of winning, it'is
small, and it is probable that they
would lose and end up with no re-
dress payment or apology at all-

R to the 1 "

it was unclear whether there Inchewad;sfol.lomngmeseule-

would be any monie¥ left-in the
Fund, or whether it could be ob-
tained elsewhére. Moreover, under
the Civil Liberties Act, adults of
Japanese ancestry who were de-
ported to.Japan during the war are
barred from redress, whereas un-
der the settlement, adult Japanese
Latin Americans are eligible. Also,

ment many internees and promi-
nent hers of the

continuing discrimination that
should be addressed skrough legal
or legislative action.

The internees th I have

cans casts uncertainty on thépay-
ments.

1 . 1 h

xpressed everything from sur-
prise to disappointment and bitter-
ness. A few internees k@w stated

To date only 560 claims from
Japanese Latin Americans have
bemﬁ]edw\thdleORA.'l‘beCam

that they will reject the

Opt Outs—The settlement in-
cludes an opt out provision for
those who wish to reject the settle-
ment. All class mémbers who made
an application to the ORA have un-
til September to file an opt out re-

opting out of the settlement. Attor-

ney Paul Mills, former member of
the legal team for Mochizuki v. The
U.S., is willing to represent to opt
out of the settlement and sue inde-
pendently. Former internees
should contact Campaign for Jus-

tice for more information””

Campaign to ask Congress to
add to redress funds

Even if efforts to initiate legisla-
tive action to increase the amount
of pa; falter, the Campaign

have criticized the government’s
decision to offer only $5,000 to
Japanese Latin Americans who un-
derwent the same deprivation of
liberty as Japanese Americans im-
prisoned during WWII. Critics con-
demn the disparity as a symbol of

expeds to ask Congress to appro-
priate funds to ensure the $5,000 to
all class members. The ORA is con-
fident that there will be enough
moneyin the Civil Liberties Repa-
ration Fund, yet a large influx of
new claims from Japanese Ameri-

igible for the redress. Class mem-
bers who did not apply to the ORA
by August 10, 1998, will still be
bound to the settlement agreement
and therefore will be rendered inel-
igible for the redress under the set-
tlement and barred from suing the
USS. Government in the future un-
der the same causes of action

Call for community support
The Campaign is in critical need

“of funds. Donations should be

made payable to Campaign for
Justice and sent to: PO. Box 214,
Gardena, CA 90248. (Thanks to all
of you who participated in the East
West Players’ benefit performance
of Hunk O’ Burning Love! It was a
success.)

We are also encouraging people
to write to President Clinton via
the Campaign and cc the letter to
their elected officials, and to ex-
press their support in public fo-

rums and seek the assistance of
otha organizations for further ef-
forts. @

Making amends

(The follomng editorial is
reprinted with permission from
the St Petersburg Times.)

The list of wrongs this country
perpetrated against people of
Japanese descent living in the
Western Hemisphere during World
War II just seems to get longer.

We imprisoned 120,000 Japan-
ese Americans and aliens in intern-
ment camps in the West, pronounc-
ing them potential traitors on the
basis of their ancestry alone. We
kidnapped about 2,200 Latin
American Japanese from their
homelands in order to use them as
human bargaining chips to trade
for’American prisoners in Japan.

\_“Now it turns out the FBI also or-
dered railroad and mining compa-
nies to fire their Japanese-Ameri-
can employees in the western Unit-
ed States. Our government saw
them as a national security risk,
again based solely on ethnicity.

It took more than 40 years for
our government to formally recog-
nize its mistreatment of Japanese
Americans during the war. One of
President Ronald Reagan’s last of-
ficial acts in office was to sign the
Civil Liberties Act of 1988, which

ve internees or their survivors a
g§0000 reparation payment and
an official apology. Those kid-
napped by our government from
Latin America weren't included un-
der the law and had to sue. Their
suit, settled in June, got them an
apology and a partial reparation.

Now those who were fired are fi-

gmunds that she had no proof that
t was compllul in
her father’s firing. Over the years,

spokesman k
ORA searched for evidence of an
FBI link to the firings, inexplicably,
wartime FBI files were not checked.
Meanwhile, Shimada spent years
searching archives for the proof the
government said it needed
Ishimaru says that a recent
check of newspaper archives uncov-
ered evidence that all Japanese
workers of one company were fired
the day after a visit from the FBL
With that and other collected evi-
dence including a letter Shimada
obtained, from an official with the
Nevada Northern Railway dated
Dec. 11, 1941, that ordered the-sus-
pension Ofpa) for all Japanese, Ital-
ian and German workers, the Jus-
tice Department finally approved
reparations for the fired workers.
The change of heart may be cred-
ited to acting Assistant Attorney
General for Civil Rights Bill Lann
Lee. In February, Shimada and oth-
ers personally met with Lee, and

The Nisei Week Queen pageant tradition

(Continued from page 1)

contests, questioning the message
it sends to young women about
their value to society.

Mei Nakano, a member of the
Japanese American Citizen's
League, opposes the pageant tradi-
tion and has worked with the San
Francisco-based Womens Con-
cerns. Committee to eliminate the
Queen competition from San Fran-
cisco’s annual Cherry Blossom Fes-
tival. “To me, these contests imply
that physical attributes are more
important than the girls’ achieve-
ments or who they are on the in-
side. They promote stereotypes of
Asian women as exotic sex god-
desses, or as trophies on some
man’s arm. What a waste.”

Nakano remembérs how as a
child she would see photographs of
the Queen-and her court inphure
windows ‘and wish that she too
could someday be beautiful enough
to compete. “I think there are more
important values to concentrate
on,” she says, stressing that beauty
competitions are destructive to the
self-esteem of those young girls
who do not measure up to celebrat-
ed (Etandanis of beauty.

it 1ood

the policy change was d a
few weeks later.

But the program is ending, which
means families of the fired workers
were given just seven months to ap-
ply. And because little attention has
been brought to that issue in Utah,
Nevada and Colorado, where many
of the firings occurred, there could
still be a large number of eligible
people who don't know to apply. The
law should be extended, and ORA
should continue to do all it can to

with the pageants see things differ-
ently. “Is anything in life fair and
equal?” asks Chris Naito, who has
been part of the Nisei Week Queen
Committee for seventeen years.
“Sure, it would be wonderful if
everybody was gnrgeuu.s but that’s
not the way things work.

" She em
phuwﬂmtthefn&soﬁheNmel :

Week competition is not simply on
physical beauty but looks at the
grace and ease with which the can-
didates present themselves to the
public.

Others see pageants as impor-
tant traditions that bind the com-
munity together and preserve
unique aspects of the JA culture.

Mike Ok a Nisei Week Fes-
tival volunteer says, “I think the

wmmumtymavlkyneedsderueen :

th the Jap:

they look forward to the yearly
competition as part of their cultur-
al heritage.”

In fact, like the JA community it-
self, the Nisei Week pageant has
transformed over the ‘years to re-
ﬂectﬁwdnnwmmwdumd

perspectives of each succeeding
generation. Often these changes

are met with approval, while at.

other times they incite controversy
and debate.

The Nisei Week Festival original-
ly began in 1934 as a way to attract .
business into Little Tokyo during

See QUEEN/page 12

ﬂ\eNsenWeekQuwnpageammastamsralemmsarsnemgqm

That gentle breeze which

IT MUST BE TOLD

BY DR. MITSUO MIURA

‘Wherever you may be, near and far,
to a praiseworthy group of Japanese Americans,
to all the Nisei Women,

in recognition and appreciation for
your immeasurable, boundless
and untiring devotion, and

for your distinguishable contributions

| and accomplishments through

the countless seasons,

toward a unique and unparalleled integrity
of the Japanese American Family

of that swiftly vanishing, noteworthy
generation and its’era,

these thoughts and reflections are sincerely
voiced as a most fitting tribute. _

From a Distant Horizon

Ifeeluponuyfaéctbenﬁv:bbgbfemojyeuuyem
And tbough in the midst of tbe beat of tbe day,
tbere is no need for any tears.
&autbebeaojtbl:day
_tbmisuooombnqe,tbey:ay
Yet, from afar, I can feel that :
xcﬂkbmwbkbmﬁomyeﬂaﬂay.
Pprevails

Jrom afar, 6f which I speak,
Otbers sball never feel, only in vain may blindly seek.
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Teacher tralmng wogkshops prepare {o tell students “An Amenwn Story”

BY TRACY UBA armed with a pragmatic educa- by arranging time, date, and ing the war to bettér bring to life
Iﬁs%‘wmlm mdmn;hmmmz m;-fnmﬂ;'hb;thm Elacefort:e:vmtmdmwmmgn memhtydﬂnm
[the Japanese American intern-  she received asayouth,  tignal JACL and local JACL um@ e ceive various e tal u:
in?x:smin i ]-é:q V:Bsnl l:a:::t: Cahﬁuma,wat within Under the guidance of terials, such as a JACL Resourcs
Inag o neman [ . o G et e, sl G S
At the PSWD meetingheld Au-  workshops, entitled “An Ameri- G Amarcin o JANM, the participating  sources, an overview bod:ht':f
gust 5, Carol Kawamoto, the  can Story.js to educate teachers L Wi - teachers will cover four Japanese American history and a
unve\ledtothevnnmdmptai tegrate the topic d‘?}?ﬁ m“"::/;z" emnseof;.he?vox;kshg: g?;&::;o = t-h'éls‘he‘my' -
a new teacher training workshop  ences during World War- I into e T Mg, They. will discuss *What mgetﬁng:!z:;eindepth story
plan which has been coordinated  their lessons and into a general o 2 is an American?”; for this cultural, or ethnic, group

in conjunction with the curriculum. SNz s will be'provided with his-  of people.”

100th/442nd/MIS WWII Memor- "'lhetead:mwalkmysnd it torical overviews, first, of Ifwemwhopeforabener

ial Foundation, the JACL and glve students different points of 3 ot o e s i tion and culture, of cultural diver-

the Japanese American National ~ view. There's the JA experience, mxdsecond,oftheWWl] sity and a deeper respect for 2ivil

Mgum&‘ﬂd " : the Holocaust experience, the internment experience , not just among yjung
a , her parents rarely Native American experience. You - and redress; and finally JAs but among young people in

spoke about the internment. De-
termined thet her own children
learn more about the experience
than she had, she waé dismayed
to discover that the primary and
secondary level schools which her
sons attended often overlooked or
simply were not equipped to
" teach their students about this
aspect of history, particularly
from a JA persped::
But all that is about to change
as Kawamoto; initially prompted
by these two factors and now

want students to have multiper-
spectives,” she adds.

Helen Kawagoe, National
President of the JACL agrees,
“Ho, ly, the kids will be more
aware erences in cultures
and of the weaknesses in our con-

stitution.
mwet(at grades K-12, histo-

ry and social science classes, the
lessons will -be particularly
geared towards the 4th, 5th, 8th
and 11th grades, where Ameri-
can or U.S. history is the general

Carol Ka

they will engage in
hands-on execution of
lesson plans. As facilita-
tors, the instructors will
also_field questions and
conoems from the teach-

mmmammm\g

chapters are to ensure that
teachers_attend the workshops”
by soliciting the support and as-
sistance of local school districts,
toGrganize the workshop location

Each workshop will
last approximately~six
hours, with a recommended reg-
istration fee of $10-$50, and will
host a veteran or other JA who
had direct involvement with
evacuation or incarceration dur-

general, the training program,
Kawagoe further adds, is “a nec-
essary component of their teach-
ing. [The purpose] is to under-
stand t.he hardships we went

of course, the lessons to be
taught at these workshops have
long been integral aspects of JA
history and identity, but as
Kawamoto also points out, “It
meshes into an American story.”
When all is said and done, “It is
an American story.” B

FOR YOUR INFORMATION

Developing a Speakers Bureau to teach lessons of intemment

One of the most unpmve as-
pects of the teacher training work-
shops conducted under the NISEI
grant funded by the Civil Liberties
Public Education Fund (CLPEF)
were the i presentations
made by the local Nisei who shared
their personal experiences about
'.he mtemment 'l‘he evaluations
shamddunngnndaﬁereachwork
shop about how moving and impor-
tant the stories were, followed by
the question, “How can I get some-
one to speak at my school or class-
room?”

Chapters will need to consider
how they will be able to involve

more “primary sources” who would
be willing to share their personal
stories in a classroom or elsewhere
when asked. The Washi DC,

mannn is presented about estab- .
hing a speakers bureau. The doc-

Form”™ and a “Speaker’s Confirma-
tion Letter to the Teacher” help
keep the teacher and speaker in
touch with one another. A “Speak-
er's Comment” form is also included
so the speaker may provide impor-
tant feedback to the Speakers Bu-

reau.
Oneof'.hemmtvaluableportiuns
of the packet is the “Speakers Bu-
reau Suggested Talking Points”
areas

Chapter is one chapter that comes
mthermxewﬂhawel!t.hought

the appendices, a wealth of infor-

g
Picture: Violation of Constitutional
Rights.” Each section lists some
very essential and important q
tions that a speaker should be able
to address.

“The Chapter has been working
on this Speakers Bureau since 1995
and is very pleased with the packet
as it represents many lessons
learned over the past several years:

Wearehappywsharewbatwe
have learned with others,” com,

pa
Carol Izumi and George Wakiji, co-
chairs of the Education Committee;
Betty Wakiji, chair of the Speakers
Bureau; and Yuka Fujikura, Leslie
Hatamiya, Julia Kuroda, Fumi
Nxshl Clyde Nishimura, Susan Hi-
Rumberg, Marilyn Nagano
Sc.hhef and Mary Toda.
If you would like a copy of the
packet, please contact Betty Waldji
at 5820 Iron Willow Court, Alexan-

dria, VA 22310. A disk version of |

the packet is also available; specify
whether you have a Macintosh or
PC-compatible coniputer. The docu-
ments were produced using Mi-
crosoft Word 6.0.

In a project\funded by CLPEF,
the D.C. Chapter also developed a
kit of resource material for use in
the classroom to teach students
about the Japanese American expe-
rience. For information about this
project and Resource Kit, contact
Susan Higashi Rumberg, 211 S.
Payne St., Alexandria, VA 22314. !

CLPEF board terms end; CLPEF offices open until November 10

As the terms of office for the
board of directors of the Civil Lib-
erties Public Education Fund
were due to end on August 10,
they met on August 1 in San
Francisco to conclude the busi-

like to thank the staff, the grant
recipients, the community, the
public and all those who have.
supported the work of the Civil
Liberties Public Education Fund
over the past two and a half
years,” notes board chair Dale Mi-
nami of Oakland, Calif. “Upon re-
flection, we have much to be
pmudofxt:snot;ustthosewho
were directly involved with the
CLPEF, but aln:edNevama:dwmh:
helped support
passage of the Civil Liberties Act
of 1988.”
'Imhally if we muld create a

tiative and closing the grant pro-
gram -with the sponsorship of a
major CLPEF grant recipients’
conference held in San Francisco.
“Educating the public about the
lessons learned from the incarcer-
ation is one of the most important
aspects of the Civil Liberties Act
of 1988," notes board member
Leo Goto of Denver, “I hate to see
it end, but I am glad I was able to
make a meaningful contribution
to our community and society.”
“T've worked with many boards

the members of the CLPEF”
states Peggy Nagae of Eugene,
Ore.

"Althot@hﬁleboardsunse's,l
think that we have created pro-

jects and initiatives which will go

well into the future” says Don
Nakanishi of Los es. “It is

grant program, h Person-

alJu.stwe Demet{and edit the
transcripts of the Commission
, that would be a major

notes vice chair
&lmnihynseofSanJme,w
“] am glad that we achieved so
much wlthm a very short time

'Butwed;dmmudlmorethnn
mm mnmber\hudn

DC.,
ﬂ lenay of Re-
‘as a major board iri-

that so of the 135
grant projects have been complet-
ed in a short period of time.
Iamhopd'uldmt many of these
pro)edswﬂlbednmbutedandw

the public.”
FstherRobe,?tDnnanofWash
mgton DC‘hewho was also a

Wuﬁmeﬂehaﬁmandlnm
ment of Civilians (CWRIC), con-
appropriate

-cluded, “It was both

and wonderful to see that our pro-

jects represented so many differ-
ent experiences of the incarcera-
tion. Including the experience of
Nisei Veterans, the Heart Moun-
tain Resisters, the Latin Peru-
vians, women, those interned in
Department of Justice camps,
added to our und ding of the

Honoring those who made a difference in
the 10-year struggle for redress

Honorees holding their awards include (I-r) Takeshi N-kayama. Joénne
Chiedi, David Kawamoto, Kay Ochi, Bob Bratt and Bill Watanabe.

At an awards ceremony held on
Sunday, August 9, at the Union
Center for the Arts in downtown
Los Angeles, the National Coali-
tion for Redress/Reparations
(NCRR) commemorated the 10th
anniversary of the Civil Liberties
Act of 1988 by awarding several
honorees who've made significant
contributions in the struggle for
redress.

The honorees included Bob
Bratt and Joanne Chiedi, both
from the Office of Redress Admin-

Little Tokyo Service Center, a
non-profit organization which

served as the meeting space for
NCRR.

Among-those awarded by ORA
were the NCRR, represented by
Kay Ochi; and the JACL, repre-
sented by the PSWD governor,
David Kawamoto. In addition to
the presentation of awards, the
event included a special guest
performance by actor/writer Jude
Narita and a poignant candle-
lighting ceremony honoring the
Issei, Consolo-Ishida, born to vol-
untary evacuees, minor reloca-
tees, Hawai'i and Arizona cases,
railroad and mine workers,

incarceration and made our edu-

CLPEF repository

cation efforts stronger than ever.”
'Iwassogmt:eﬁxlmbeapanof Feyr s i3t
mrm =i recipients announced
I fied that we \
t{)glmﬂt’:ateaCumctllumSummm Three repository W e The JACL with a national
the first meeting of its kind in the ~ Were announced by the heedgunﬁeﬁuﬁce.aWas}nng
country, to allow our curriculum due@msdthg&vﬂh‘berhes Ccﬁceandregmnalof-
reupnentstncollabm-atemthmr Public Education Fund. The fices in Fresno,
efforts to repository recipients Seattl angwcgiw w;ﬂl'!)e&t.l:
12 schools and -aewndnryed- g 7 i -
o * The Japanese American Na- ” riculum “Projects. The JACL
While the terms of office for the  tional Museum of Los will collect copies of the CLPEF
board members end on August 10, “which will invite all Curriculum to be made
the west coast and east coast of- - grant recipients to submit available to the community, to
fices will remain open until No- copies of their projects and sup- hers, to local ed
vember 10. During this time the documents - cal JACL chapters, ‘and the
staﬂ'wﬂlbeﬁnuhmgupthemnt * The Bﬁmal-!wm public through its national and
ﬁm.Amgthmginm"m' are (NJAHi)m of Sa;m F::iusm i are
ries, Eributs of a comprehen- date the CLPEF website. As a~ that will be housed in the Na-
sive bibli on redress, a re- t for the website, the tional Archives in Washington,
dress oral history project, publish-  NJ. wmmdtﬁ_et;e of gEMmhm:annlx:
the transcripts of the .CWRIC i )
b and di ting in- who to contact for fur- madm the reposito:
formation. on how to obtain com- ! mn.ltt?e& ry recipients and in the near fu-
pleted CLPEF projects. B andhowtow the ture by the CLPEF staff. B
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Consul General of Korea commends
Nisei veterans of Korean War

At the opening ceremony of the
display of the Japanese Ameri-
can Korean War Memorial Ex-
hibit in the State Capitol Build-
ing in Sacramento, the Consul
General of the Republic of Korea
in San Francisco, HUR Ri-hoon,

and democracy for the Korean
people.

“Thanks to the United States’
help during the Korean War and
‘subsequent aid and support in re-
building our country, Korea has
now become a free and democra-

spoke to-the audi-
ence on behalf of
the Republic of
South Korea.

The consul gen-
eral paid special
tribute to the 246 &
Americans of M
Japanese ancestry
who gave their
lives in defense of
the freedom, of
South Korea. He
also praised the
Japanese Ameri-
can Korean War
Veterans organiza-
tion for their ef-
forts in building
the memorial wall

for the educational

“It is an honor for me to repre-
sent the Republic of Korea in

paying tribute to the Japanese |

American soldiers who lest their
lives in the Korean War. I would
like to express my appreciation to
the Japanese American Korean
War Veterans Association for tak-
ing the initiative in building the
memorial in Los Angeles and for
organizing this educational ex-
hibit.

“Forty-eight years ago, when
the future of my country was
threatened by the communist
north’s invasion, the United
States Armed Forces came to our
aid and fought to defend freedom

Attending the opening ceremony were (from left) California State
Treasurer Matt Fong, Korean Consul General in San Francisco
Hur Ri-hoon and former JAKWV exhibit chairman £d Nakata.

tic country that has sucemsfully
achieved development in all ar-

eas.

“The three-year Korean War
claimed more than 50,000 Amer-
ican servicemen’s lives. Perhaps
there is a discretion with that ap-
proximation; I have often seen
numbers varying by the thou-
sands. I suppose it is nearly im-
possible to account for each life
lost, though this is not justifiable
when each individual life has
such significance.

“Today, we have the opportuni-
ty to acknowledge exactly 246
distinguished soldiers of Japan-
ese American heritage who

fought in the Korean War. Each
one of them is memorialized by
name_and some by photo. This
rare and precious opportunity to
pay tribute to their bravery and
sacrifice for the cause of freedom
and democracy is even more im-

ratio of the Japan-
ese American sol-
diers. Their su-
preme sacrifice for
my country will
never be forgotten.”

The - Japanese
‘American Korean
War Memorial Ex-
hibit, honoring the
246 JAs who died'in
Korea during the
war and paying
tribute to all those
.who served during
the Korean War era
“will be on display
during Nisei Week
in the Little Tokyo
section of Los Ange-
les

The exhibit will
be open for public
viewing on Friday, Aug. 21, from
12 noon to 4 p.m., Saturday, Aug.
22, from 11 am. to 6 p.m. and
Sunday, Aug. 23, from 11 a.m. to
4 p.m.

Admittance to the exhibit is
free and the public is invited to
visit the exhibit in the Murphy
Library Room on the second floor
of the Japanese American Cul-
tural & Community Center, 244
S. San Pedro Street, located be-
tween 2nd and 3rd Street in Los
Angeles.

Further information regarding
the exhibit is available by calling
Chairman Paul Ono at 310/532-
2495. 0

AJA WWI!I Memorial Alliance begins fund drive
$91,299 collected so far toward $800,000 goal

With famed YMCA and JANM
fund dnve organizer Fred Hoshi-
yama guiding them every step of
the way, the reorganized Ameri-
cans of Japanese Ancestry World
War II Memoriel Alliance, who
began their fund drive on June
27, report raising $91,299 to date
at the latest of their weekly meet-

m%xe Memorial Wall will honor
all of the more than 800 Japanese
Americans who were killed or
were missing in action in

Their names will be etched mdxv

the fund drive. Joking, cajoling,
encouraging and demanding,
Hoshlyama%um built a solid base
for Dr. Roy Machida and Dr.
Harold Harada, co-chairs of the
alliance, to charge into the actual
hard work of raising funds to
bring the memorial into reality
by November 11, 1999, the official
dedication date for which the al-
liance is aiming.

Divided into 10 teams so far,
captains of the teams are Bob
Hayamizu, Roy Machida, Mits
Kunihiro, Shuji Taketomo, Fred

_|1 Taketomo leads Team 4, which *

has George Bute, Jim Kawami-
nami, Fred Matsumura and Shi-
ro Nagaoka Team 5, captained
by Fred Yasukochi, includes Bob
Hiji, Harry Kaphara, George Na-
gata, Midori Kato and Tak Ya-
mashita.

Ken Yamaki, heading Team 6,
has asked he]p from Hiro Hishi-

- ki, Frank Hayashi, Mas Miyamo- N

to, Roy Yokoyama and Mits Ka-

sai. Harold Harada’s Team 7 has
Hodge and May Amemiya, Steve
Kurumada, Henry Nakabayashi,

vidually on a se- e Tsuji and
ries of black Robert Wada
granite panels to Joe Kawata's
be situated in the Team 8 includes
Veterans Memor- Mas Dobashi,
ial Court fronting Glen Hiromoto,
South San Pedro Hank Kanemo-
Street at- the to, Gabriel
Japanese Ameri- Lo and Ma-
can Cultural and bel Yokoe. Dick
Community Cen- Shinto has Nobo
ter in Los Anfe- and Rose Ikuta,
les. Similar Sab and-,Marie
memorial walls Hashi lm oto,
to the an Cherry Okimo-
MIAs of the Kore- to, Mitchell
an and Vietnam Sakado, and
conflicts are al- Vickie,  Peter
ready established. and haron
in the (From left)—George Kiriyama, Roy Machida, M.D., lku Kiriyama, Fred Sakado ~ and
The concept Hoshiyama, and Dick Shinto. Mits Kojimoto of
has” been en- San Francisco
dorsed by Nisei Veterans of For- - Yasukochi, Ken Yamaki, Harold on Team 9. Team 10% mm
eign Wars posts of California, the Harada, Joe Kawata, chk Shin- Mas Tamayei, leads
Nisei Veterans Coordinating to and Mas Tamayei Nishikawa, Shig Takayama, Hiro
of Southern California, Members of’I\aam 1 headed by Takusagawa and Steve Yokoya-
the Mayor’s Little Tokyo G Ha, lude Joe Fujii, ma. f
nity Development Advisory Com- Kats Ku.mtsugm Tku Kiriyama, Anyone interested in giving a
mittee, J. ese American Kore- Dave Monji and John Yamano. helping hand to the aging veter-
an War Veterans and numerous Team 2, headedbyRoyMachlda, ansofthelOOﬂlInfantryBatm]

community organizations. Promi-
nent local and national figures

includes Yosh am

dama, George Aqy o F?x"ank
Nakano, George Udnyama and
Mary O1

Kaoru Inouye, Allen Kunihiro,
Matsumoto, Sho Nomum

and Yosh Sogioka comprise Team
3, headed by Mits Kunihiro, Shu-

Regimental Com-
bat Team and the little-heralded
translators in the Military Intelli-
gence Service who form the core
of the AJAWWII Memorial Al-
liance is asked to call Secretary
gatx Kunitsugu at 213/628-2725.

National JA Memorial Foundation
campaign enters Phase lll -

WAS!{[‘NGTON D.C.—The
paign Committee

ofatg:e National Japanese Amer-
ican Memorial Foundat:un
(NJAMF) announced recently

that it is aring w@mer
Phase I11 of its fund-;
ve. Phase III is the year eug-

nated to meet the August 1998
deadline in order to start
aw; construction bids for
the mormmenf in the nation’s

Aomrdmg Board Chair-
man Melvin Ch.l()glojl “We ac-
cepted a challenge to build this
memorial for our parents and
for all future generations. “We
are now at a point where we all
have to put our money where
cur mouth is. We are really
grateful for the community sup—
port. We are giving
all the volunteers thmughout
r.he country.”

{ The NJAMF is a nonprofit or-
ganization formed solely for the
purpose of _constructing ~a
memorial to commemorate
Japanese American patriotism
and reaffirm the U
ment’s commitment to protect
the constitutional rights of its

citizens.

A law_passed by President
George Bush in 1992 autho-
rized construction of the memo-
rial in our nation’s capital.
What es this project
from others in the country is
that it will be built on federal
land and maintained by the
Unhited States Park Service in
perpetuity once-it is built. The
site dedicated to the monument
is a prominent location within

al.kmi distance to our most
visited buildings, including the
White House and Capitol Hill.

According to Cressey” Naka-
gawa, San Francisco ldwyer
and chairman of the Capital
Cam the victory of this
legis ation came with estab-
lished guidelines within which
the memorial was to be com-
pleted. In order to assure that
the building of the memorial
would be a community- partner-

. Govern-,

ship, the law required private
funding of all pr costs. It
also set a dea within
which the memonal was to be
built. o
The Memorial Campaign has -
now soared into this critical
fund-raising stage on a nation-
mdebasnsandatmlspomthas
raised gver one-third of the esti-
mated 6 million: As of June 30,

six fund- regions have
o thinds

raised tw of their goals
and one region has raised over
half of its goal. The other re-
gions are still not in full gear. As

Robert Sakata, a Colorado
farmer and one of the Capital
Campaign co-chairs, suggests,
“This should be a nationwide ef-
fort where every state will par-
ticipate. It is a memorial we are
leaving for all Americans as cur
chapter of American history.

Is it-a question of whether the
money can be in time?
Tomio Moriguchi, Seattle busi-
nessman, responded, “It isn't a
matter of whether we're going
to be able to ... we have to do it.
We owe it to all who worked so
hard to get us to the point
where Congress gave us the
land to buxld the memorial. If
we don't raise the money, we
can't build the memorial. This
is an opportunity of a lifetime.”

When the various federal
commissions that must
prove all memorials in V&asg
ington, D.C., saw the memorial
design and its stirring inscrip-
tion, they urged the foundation
to move quickly to get it built.
George Aratani, Los Angeles
businessman, said, “When peo-

le see the great job that has
n done on the inscription
which will tell the story of why
this monument has meaning to
all Americans, we know this is
a histnry-making project.

For more information or to
make a contribution, please
contact Cherry Y. Tsutsumida,
Executive Director of NJAMF,
at 202/861-8845, 1726 M St.,
N.W. Suite 500 Wash.,, D.C.
20036. ®
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mgnedmbeAP[q;euﬁc.

“A lot of the youth that I run
into are pretty satisfied with not
bei to their ‘families.

keep
mumtyxsgmngtobeaﬁ'ednd API

‘we dont talk about sex ... We
need to talk about it, otherwise

Ive’mputgingmn'selvesinalotof -

It is the younger set, the

mmﬁs \:husemtheuearly
t are particular

abletobe;ngun-ormmnformed
but as Alvez admits “it’s very dif-
ficult to find anyone -under’ 18
that’s at least half qut, that’s out
and about the coramunity [to
reach out to]” because often th
ares:mply\mawamthatsudx
ucational |

“It’s cult w1f.h S\uy API
youth in trying to pull
the because it's not

that’s part of the cul-

tum tohavetomtmaworkshop
Itsmoreofawmhemthmg LIt’s
som dmtcouldbepawved
ashor::ﬁ.ﬂl‘t’snotunhl they’re in
the wi op that they start to
have fun. I mean, & wm'kshog
sounds like ... well, awm'kshop
hesayswnt.ha

Obviously, though, Alvez hun
self didn’t ﬁnd it boring. He had
been working the corporate job
circuit for a couple of when

uses theater as a venue for edu-
ing others about HIV and

tly, Ma has taken his
outmﬁddtnpam

ywﬂ:,lfsalcteam
use they can identify with
faster.”

“”w‘*‘"n“g"““‘“‘wni e e
to ‘.
ent 1ssues facing gay, lesbian and
bisexual youth. ‘It‘s about pro-
viding a positive atmosphere
where the youth have an oudet to
talk about all these issues.”
Though within Asian and AA
cultures there are still longstand-

ing and deep-seated barriers in’

terms of commumtxnon, things
are looking to improve as young
adults like Ma, Alvez and Vicky
continue to speak out and to edu-
cate others whether it is about
HIV/AIDS prevention or the ne-
cessity of group and peer support.

In the ead, as Alvez says, all
m:ﬂaremllydomg all they are

From the Frying Pan

By Bill Hosokawa

Time fo quit whining

ma.mSanJusemhughandan

quit
whining about the. 1942 evacuation
experience. He was fed up, he said,
thh_‘ﬂ:emtaledhowwem

i yakking
about how our Constitutional rights

were violated ..
'Smlthsppened And it was
laribleButhowmud:lmgz

mxmmmppeduﬂ'byaﬁnedmner
in '.he resort city of Colorado

Hey, over 50 years have passed.”
Thie last few weeks I've had occa-
sion to think about The Horse’s wis-
dom. The line of thought went like
this: If camp life was so terrible,
daneamng.sowtmgwmly
. msomany of those whb
went through the experience are
now flocking ‘to happy and elabo-
rate reunions commemorating
those days behind barbed wire?
Let’s see. About a thousand for-
mer Tule Lakers gathered for a re-
union in:Sacramento last May. A
few weeks later hundreds of sur-

i

vivors of the Topaz camp experience

over, I'm told, the joy of having cre-
ated a new life causes women to for-
get what they have gone through.
Could this be the case with the
evacuation experience? Yes, we un-
derwent a devastating time, feeling

ﬁmtkhxpsendmtmd)emmm
The Horse is right. It may be po-
humllypq)u.lar but it's about time

Hosokawa is the former editonal
ppage editor for the Denver Post. His co-
umn appears reguiarty in the Pacific Cit-
izen.

N THE COURSE of looking up

a Japanese word in
Kenkyusha's jiten (dictionary)
the other day, | meandered into sur-
veying, so to speak, the layout of the
jiten itself. Following the
alphabetical order, the jiten has no
“L,” “Q” or “X” section. There are no
" Japanese words starting with any
of these letters. Thus, during World
War II, Milton Camﬁ', the cartoon il-

he first came to APAIT at age “n
yhopmgtodoxsto“helppeo— t : 3

& » cle. S0 e 4 yesr he ple help themselves p e e g M 4
loyed by the very organi- Ifyouwouldhkemoremfurma porting how to smoke out a Japan-
mtum he had turned to for tion about APAIT, contact Christian  ese, one of the tests being to have
information. o Alvez at 213/553-1871. For morein-  the suspect pronounce “faultless
In addition to coordinating @ formation about APHCV, contact fortress.” Caniff-also poung
mentorship program a}::d various  Andrew Ma at 323/644-3880, exten-  amiining the suspect’s feet: The the-
\outreach programs which target gion 24. W orywasthat.]apanmeuseufgeta
ppers) with its thongs

From the desk of
B author James Oda

In ion for.my book, Jewish
xben Heritage of Ancient Japan, |
hava read many books pertaining to

JAmES ODA'

mﬂhedmalarge between
theblgweandthemetmt\gl(.
Caniff by ‘no means was alone in
subscribing to suchcanards Ina
superhushhushpm)ect

WWII, on the them‘ythat'Japan
ese” distmctly smelled different

By Bill Marutani

Minding my P’'s and Q’s

from others, a contingent of Nisei * ishi-ansokko-san”

soldiers was sneaked down to & re-
mote island in the Mississippi delta
where dogs were to be trained to
smell them .out’ The problem was
that the dogs didnt know that
“Japanese” exuded a scent that was
different from anybody else.

But getting back to my jiten and
alphabet.

THE LETTERS “Q" and ‘X"
have no spots in the jiten. But I re-
mllﬂ\elsselspea]angof)(mys“x
ko-sen.” The jiten had it, but you
lookedltupmxder"E' “ekkusu-ko-
sen. ’I‘hetwushor(estalphabetsac
_tions in the jiten were “Z" with
about 90 pages and “P” at a mere 14

That’s out of 2,066 I
foundthstmtufﬁ\ewmgs:ia
“P" were written in kata-kana, sig-
nifying foreign words. Formmple.
“pa” (for golfings “par”), “parcdi”
(pamdy) and a couple of tongue

dikuroroben'nzcn”

“para
(pamd:dﬂcmbenmne)md“pamrk

ancient fiterature. In the p I have .
come across pasages that implied
God and humans co-inhabited this
earth in ancient times. -

For instance, a famous legend in Is-
rael relates as follows: Jacob one night
engaged in along wrestling match with
an angel (God's people) and subkued
him in the end. Thereupon,m the angel
said to him, “You to name your

‘|srael” Israel in the language
oi meant ‘Challenge someone su-
pegor and still bealﬂr;lz 3

Legendary Ki G:lgamhof umer was two-third god one-
'mrdegemrymng were five metmpmes in his kingdom; name-
ly Alalakh, Slppa(. Endu Badt ruppak. Strange as it may

THE- JEWISH
AND ALIEN
HERITAGE OF

seem, Shu Eg\a!ed exclusively as God's habitat.

The story example of this hypothesis.
Adamwaserebelmmeeyesdsod,sohewaswpectedwhenheap-
plied for admission into the rank of . However, nine genera-

Jater, ‘his Noah was ted to god-hood in the af-
termath of the

In Japan, ndnsmomw\cuse imperial ancesters came in a
paceship (:inaggno-ukiwne) and lahded on Mt. Kurai in central
.Japanm and their descendants ruled the country for thousands of

along the line, Jewish infl

From the desk of

author James Oda

The advertising campaign for my book, Jewish and Alien Heritage of
AnaamJapan has now come to an end. Itsﬁrstacitvonlsalmoﬁaﬂ
“sold out,” yet i have decided not to embark on the of the
second edition. The reason is that | am of old age with physical hand-

Inretrospea dumgthelaﬁsevenmonths!haveso‘dsormﬂoo
books almost entirely through the medium of the Pacific Citizen. | also
distributed free 400 books to colleges and libraries for promo-
tional purposes.

) am grateful to the P.C. readers in lownsandcmesmroug\omme

country who responded to the call of my advertising par-
ticular those living in San Jose, Hawaii, NewYotk.La; , Camar-
illo, Ilunois, Oregon, Sacramenlo, Stockton, San Francisco,

onda, Kay Yamada, Aiko Kng Tet-

suoSaloG Kohatsu rgelshbasht John Kiyasu,

Kushida, Lewis , Jr., Miki N , Harry Yoshii LMKﬂaoka,

Johanshmlka.Mad& amagx:m ' Thibodeaux, Dr. Thi-
Nu'tu.\ndor

AbeandKenAkme
Haelconmedmlhavedonemypanmﬁm\tmtolhePc
d Msmdscusedeapansarehasdogcdmdy

their domain: Incidentally this aspect is the theme of m book.
(Note: There are many otherfabiesandmyﬁ\ologm] tales whereby
nded from heaven to marry a man (or

TO ORDER 7
James Oda, 17102 Labrador Sl Nonhndge CA 91325
$18 per copy, postandlaxpmdbywﬂ'm
Also.available at Kaede Shobo, bundo, F

A forum will be held onJames Oda’s book,
“The Jewish and Alien Heritage of Ancient Japan’
on Sunday September 13, 1 p.m.
At American Independence Bank (back room)
1644 Redondo Beach.Blvd., Gardena
Sponsored by Tomato Study Group (Sam Fujil, director) Public
invited. Conducted in both English and Japanese.

nokuniya, New York.
T —

(parahydroxy
benzoic acid). I don't know which

Jjiten.

MIS (Military Intelligence School)
Even back in those days, there were

his hind legs — I could never figure
where it fited in the scheme of

things.
To this day I don know. It's been
dropped from the language.

mﬂxm-ymwe.lfaﬂedmmmm
my Rm&lm dictionary. It's
prominently stamped “PROPERTY
OF'I'HEUS in capital letters and
bears the identity number “3098."
The acidity. in the pages
‘theedgmmboalﬁ:bmwn Idont
Arthur Rose-

has turned -
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MIXED MESSAGES

OT too long ago, somebody

asked me how I identified

with the Caucasian side of
::Z- heritage. Tb be perfectly hon-
est I didn't know how to answer
him, never really having thought
too much about it before. For such
a long time, I have been discover-
ing, exploring, and defending my
Japanese roots, whereas my
white side has always ‘been just
that — a purely racial inheritance
that made me Hapa rather than a
monoracial Japanese American.
Somewhere along sthe way, it
seems that I have lost touch with
my “white identity,” which, when
you think about it, is a pretty sig-
nificant part of who I am.

But what is that exactly? I'm
hard-pressed to define what
white ‘culture or white really is.
Sure, I can recite a whole legacy

ression and racism born out
of this white culture, but I'm pret-
ty sure that’s not the heritage I'm
trying to focus on.

So I guess I need to focus on my
family, the Tanner in me that has
received such little attention late-
ly. My father, who 'is no longer
alive, grew up in rural Idaho and
Utah during the scarce yeaxi*?f
the Depression. Although

_family was staunchly Mormon for
generations, my father, being a
physicist unavoidably g'rounded
in the here and now, was a mat-
ter-of-fact atheist. Coming from a
family of very modest means, my
father worked hard to put himself
through school, eventually “ob-
taining @ Ph.D. in physics from
Stanford University and pioneer-
ing his own engineering company.

Through his example, my fa-
ther sternly tried to i inmea
respect for hard work, discipline,
and education. No. longer reli-
gious himself, he did not pass

along any teachings or practices
of the Mormon , making a

ritual instead-of paneake break-
fasts on Saturday (mornings. He
imparted in me a love of classical
music and public television shows-
like Nova and Masterpiece The-
ater. He also possessed a great
sense of sélf-reliance and Depres-
sion-born frugalness, traits that
could often be annoying; despite
making a more than comfortable

" living, my father scrimped and

saved as though preparing for in-
evitable crisis.

The memories I have of my dad
are poignant. and alive, yet I.do
not know what to take from them
"It is so much

as uniquely i
easier to identify part of me
that is Japanese e language

1. speak, the food/I eat, the per-
spectives and experiences that
are similar to a whole community
of Japanese Americans.

Maybe the difficulty comes
from the fact that white culture

has never had a need to define or _

assert itself; white culture is pret-
ty much anything and everything
it wants to be. Sure, I can say it
includes classical music and
literature, Western philosophy,
turkey and Santa Claus, but an
appreciation or mvolvement in
those things is not only
to white people. Most of us living
in America have those aspects of
Western culture as part of our
hentage

suppose that when you get
nght own to it, I have never
identified a great deal with my
white side because I have never
thought of myself or been per-
ceived as being white. In this
country, your identity is pretty
much determined by how others
see you; to society, if you look
black, you are black, no questions

By Mika Tanner

A walk on the white side
. p " "\

asked. Hapas, because of their

physical -appearance, are
difficult to place in a c cate-
gory, but personally I believe that

‘unless you can pass for white, you
are automatically some kind of
minority “other.” All this explains
why, even though technically I am
as white as I am Asian, I have
never assumed a white identity. I
never felt as though I had a choice
in the matter.

Maybe if I was closer to the
Tanner family, I'd find it easier to
know how that side has shaped
my life and personality. But then,
maybe it’s not possible to com-
panmentahu yourself like that

everything that you experience
kmd of melds together to-make a
whole, and to neatly categorize
everydnng is pointless. Besides,
there are many areas where cul
tures overlap, making it impossi
ble to distinguish between t.hem
For example, many of the ideals
my father stood for, such as in-
d.ustnousnss and selfsacnﬁce

d in .the

Amerlmn community as well.
There is no way to determine
what was handed down t6 me by
my white side as opposed to my
Japanese side. The values do not
belong uniquely to either culture.

Ultimately, I think the way to
connect to the white side of my
heritage is to keep the memory of
my father alive in me. Maybe it's
not necessary to distinguish be-
tween white and yellow, Cau-
casian and Japanese, but it would
be a tragedy if I forgot what my
father contributed to my life. His
past, and by extension, my past,
mmotedmmorethan_]ust racial
terms. I guess that’s true for all of
us. W

Mika Tanner is a board member of
Hapa Issues Forum.

LAYOUT OF the P.C. Archives,
in brief, featufes 20 file cabinets
— full of clippings, pictures, re-
ports, correspondence, plus boxes
of material to be filed.-Our core —
the bound PC.s and nucmﬁhns

ists of scattered

oft.he prewar years and all the is-
sues since the P.C. became a
weekly in June 1942. But then, it
was surprising to learn some is-
sues are missing from the early
years. (N.B.: Which ones, we
asked.)

A set of bound volumes of the
monthly JACL Reporter 1945-
1950 minus 1949, a humble k-
brary that houses many refer-
ence titles, and a flurry of recent-
ly-published books for review, are
part of the Archives. The task fac-
ing our initial phase of “archiv-
mg'xstodeudehowtnmdexthe
P.C. We'll look fér key words, au-
thor, titley issue and page num-
ber. (N.B.: Easier said than done.)

At one time, the idea of provid-
ing a response — for example: I
remember seeing an article
about; do you have a picture of;
who were the national

. JACL presidents; where were
WWIIaunpz’eu_ maeouple

(N.B Now we ask how much
time do we have?)

DURING THE national JACL
convention at Philadelphia, I was

glad to relate my half-year effort

to launch the P.C. Archives and
describe some of the interesting
requests that'we have encoun-
tered. Writers and publishers

- have called for photos of past na-

tional JACL presidents, scenes of
JACL programs, events or chap-
ter activities. Such requests were
often based on something that
was in.a JACL convention book-
let. We then check to see whether
national JACL or the Pacific Cit-
izen has it to recopy. (N.B.: An
added caution for us now is to de-
termine who took the picture and
secure the photographer’s permis-
sion for further usage.)

There was one uncredited pho-
to an author wanted from Bill
Hosokawa's JACL in Quest of
Justice, p. 115, of Little Tokyo in
the 1930s. We spenthnl.fa day in
vain looking for the picture.
Maybe it was my fifth sense that
led me to ask Archie Miyatake, a
Little Tokyo old-tdmer, about this
picture and he said [the scene of]
the bus was filled with Japariese
Olympians visiting Little Tokyo
in 1932. It was taken by his fa-
ther, Toyo, who was also the news
phoh)grapher for the Asahi
Shimbun, films
prints onto Yokol
ships that took 12 to reach
port. Asahi would hire a L

i

By Harry K. Honda

Archives: how do we get going?

fmm Los Angeles.

The Archives are also assisting
three authors in particular:

(1) David Judson of the Wash-
ington-Post is writing about his
father, the city editor during the

prewar years at Manchester Bod-
d)’s Illustrated Daily News. Nisei
might remember the editorial

Eden Chapter scholarshlps

nized awards This year’s
recipi were: JACL award
to ie Ide - $1000; Eden
Community Center/Tom Kitayama
Jr. Memorial to Courtney

Mupmka'ntthedmnerwas
Dr. Kimberly Mar, special-
ist and a former scholarship
recipient. Also, Fred “Korematsu,
PrendmhnlMedald‘F&eedmm
cipient, was presented with

i Letter of C

chapter certificate. Scholarship
chairman and emcee for the
evening was Robert Sakai, with
dinner details handled by Jo Ann
Mar. B

(from left to ngh() Dr. Kimberly Mar, Fred Korematsu, Courtney Jang, *
Brandon Fong, Stephane Ide and Mayumi Levesque.

REDRESS
(Contiriued from page 1)

Carol Higashi. On Monday, Scott
Yamaguchi and Julia Mass filed a
lawsuit on behalf of i and
Professar Lisa Ikemoto filed on be-
half of 3

The team of attorneys was re-
cruited by the Japanese American
Bar Association to work with the
National Coalition of Redress and
Reparations (NCRR).

“We believe claimants who were
denied are d ing of restitu-
tions,” said one Nikkei lawyer who
r\aqumed ymity.

“We think the Jan. 20 cutoff date

is, arbitrary and capricious. In
many cases, the claimants were
notawamt.heywereﬁ-eewgnbaak

o the West Coast, or they were not

able to go back. In one case, a
mother was six months pregnant,”
the attorney said.

“For some, it would have been
dangerous (because of the threat of
anti-Japanese violence), and they
had nothing to go back to. It would
have been a real hardship to go
back to rebuild their lives at that
time,” he said.

“We hope the ORA or the courts
will see fit to recognize the hard-
ships these claimants suffered and
provide them with a remedy,” he
added. B

 JOB OPENING
Administrative Assistant

szmsLsawe(JACl)PmﬁcNomwesm

own tar
mmmwﬁmmmﬁmsmsﬁumwmmm
the JACL-PNW District Office, 671 S. Jackson St,, Suite 206, Seattie, WA 98104. For
more information, pleéase contact Karen Yoshitomi at 206/623-5088.

B JOB OPENING
Assistant Editor

ThePacﬁchzm anmﬂp\bbmdeAllswmmy

3 iting sample to: Caroline Aoyagi.
Executive Editor, 7Qpala0!de Monterey Park, CA 91755 or fax: 323/725-0064

B JOB OPENING
Administrative Assistant to CEO

muammmmnmmmmﬂm
, confidential, and programmatic

slant of that paper as being whol- w\esremsds.qeas thtdleasmyaaswensrmnswvsngam
ly contra to Randolph Hearst's | managing general office WWWN:‘?"'M
E::mnersmmmgforEvama- amm’ﬁ‘ame > ¥i e Tee ol word o

(2) Dr. David Swift, social in a variety of other office including multi-ine tele-
pmfessor at the Umvermty of m.mwmmmmmwwm
dotes ahouth:sfatherﬁumhxs Excellent fiinge package provided. £ wih
classmates of the first MISLS CA94115&SC“ udm_nrl:hrh.lAG.ﬁGS&m&SmEm,
class at the Presidio of San Fran- | s Aceust o soae o o o o he same apeicasons
:‘fscoudamtgmduawdint}wspﬁng

1

E JOB OPENING

(3) Philip Beckett, an English
teacher in Calexico, is gathering -
material about ’Ibmoya (Tom) The ican Citizens League (JACL) is seeking a Regional Director
Kawakita, who died in the 1970s. for the Padific Southwest District L :ﬁﬁw‘y
It so happens that Beckett’s 10 ‘make a 13 - *
wife’s family owns .the home Under the general direction of the National Director, the Regional Director camies
where the Kawakita AdooRcy,

family had
lived. In a recent LA. Times sto-

‘ry about the National Archives’
regional

being ex-
h-unelyelatedtoﬁndKawahtas
ture in a court doc-

tomeetﬂ:eshxpasxtentemdt.be
thus “scoop” the other big Tokyo

aderwwdymt}uPC)l

samples to: Herbert
94115; fax, 415/9314671; e-ma,
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Monument

taking just a little longer

process for the
100th/442nd/MIS World War II
Memorial Foundation’s Go for

monument ‘site is being readied.
The monument unveiling and
presentatiofi to the city of Los An-
geles will now take place June 5,
1999, the day before D-Day, re-

a longer construction peri-

flecting a
od than the previously announced

- Oct. 17th.

“A lot of people, including more
than half a dozen departments of
the city of Los Angeles, are work-
ing in cooperation with us to build
this monument,” said Col. Young
O. Kim' (Ret.), foundation chair-

* volved has the time they need to
properly attend to the countless
details in a correct and thorough
we have resgheduled the
unvulmgfunuhtm-date' i
Project manager Bruce Kato of
Construction Management & De-
velopment and design architect
Roger Yanagita, AIA, are

mga'lo-yeu-oldwatermnm
The Go for Broke Monument is

of all races and ethnic back-

In partnemlnp with the Japan-
ese American National Museum
and the JACL, the Foundation
has T | S

d an cur-

being built right,

riculum to teach California’s 4th,
5th, 8th, and 11th gmders that
people of all. backgro

races contribute to a_ nger
America. This program is -
ly funded with a $500,000
awarded by the state of C

nia.

The nonprofit foundation has a
$2.5 million funding goal, desig-
nated for building the monument,
long-term mmhman::e, and the

ReConstrh:bonLaw&
Justice

Ms. Endo may have won the
balﬂelmhe'wntnfhabeasmr

ing the monument’s construction.
Among the efforts of the city de-
partments involved, the Los An-
geles Department of Water &
Power is

and can be mailed to the

100th/442nd/MIS WWII Memori-
al Foundation, PO. Box 2590,
d CA90247.8

ding.and ~f

SHAMROCK CHARTERS
& FISHERMAN’S SUPPLY

Santa Cruz Harbor

CALL NOW FOR
ALBACORE TRIPS!

(408) 476-2648

Best VISA in the Universe

el TN
Join the Iuﬁml JACL Credit Union end become
eligible for'our VISAcard. Call; fox o mail the
U below for

Y

Nome _

Address

Cy/5t/Tip /el

N/

National JACL

CREDIT

UNION

PO BOX 1721 / SIC, UTAH 84110 / 801 355-8040 / 800 $44-8828 / Fax 801 5212101

I

Pacific

Czazcn July 17 - Aug. 9, 1998)

but the constitutional issue of de-

tention. (“incarceration”} was
dodged by the supreme court.

Endo was the last of the four

what it had said it would do in
the Korematsu case — namely to
adjudicate the incarceration is-
sue, our darkness of the 1942

episode.

Endo had lost the war ... justice
delayed is justice denied ... half
victory is total defeat.

The algorithm for the supreme
court decisions in the four war
cases (1942-1944) was to divide
the Japanese American episode
into three parts, curfew
(Hirabayashi and Yasui), evacua-
tion (Korematstu), detention or
incarceration (presumably
Endo). Justice Black, speaking
for the majority court in Kore-
matsu, wrote “The separate or-'
ders were that persons of Japan-
ese ancestry (1) depart from the
ares; (2) report to and temporari-
ly remain in an assembly center;

. (3) go under military control to a

relocation center there to remain
for an indeterminate period ...
There is no reason why violation
of these orders should not be
treated as separate offenses.”
Justice Roberts, a conserva-
tive, protested in his Korematsu
dissent that the majority (6-3)
had substituted -a hypothetical
case for the case actually before it
and divided what was “single and
indivisible.” But Justice Black re-
butted that “it will be time
enough to decide the serious con-
stitutional issues which petition-
er seeks to raise when an assem-
bly or relocation is applied.” But
how disingenuous can one be? ...
Justice Black and others of the
court knew that the Korematsu
and Endo decisions would be
handed down and announced on
the same day (Dec. 18, 1944).
Moreover, there wasn't any other
evacuation or relocation case in

the cpurts.

All'of this I admit is desiccated.
dull, simplified, deconstructed
hnstorybutanagg'mgme.ahl&
tory most Nikkei have fargutten

understood. Th

mevenamulhgenmhm&lm)s
perception that the recent nobis
coram tango has reversed the
war case decisions, which it did
not. The decisions and the doc-
trine of racial and ethnic disloyal-
ty are still embedded in constitu-
tional law.

In the war cases and espedially
Endo, - Japanese Americans
looked to the supreme court for

ARACE |SSUE FOR JACLerS...
THE HOME RUN RACE!

relief and adjudnmhon where
laws, social, political, and moral
issues would be brought into har-
mony. But these civil imperatives
were forfeited and left us with a
heavy existential cross which we
still bear today.

The vital question now 15
whether “it can happen again.
will propose, Judge Ito notwuth-

ing, that it can and proba-

bly will. Remember the chilling
national reaction, vox populi and
the government, to the black up-
rising during 'the ghetto fires,
Chinese Amemxns during the
Mao years, Irarfan and Iragi
Americans, Native Americans,
Moslems, and oh yes, Hawaiian
Japanese Americans during the
statehood drive, all in the past 50
years?

Finally ... my first reading of
the Endo and Korematsu ded-
sions was sometime in January
1945 while recovering from the

rigors of a French campaign.”

Chester Tanaka (1942 law gradu-
ate and future historian of “Go
For Broke,” a pictorial history of
the 442 RCT) was my guide and
tutor. I still retain the deep sense
of irony, cynicism, and most of all,
anger. As an infantryman I had
seen and experienced stresses of
constant fear and understand-
able episodic cowardice — and
courage. The 1944 court blinked
and knuckled under to the “shib-
boleth of military necessity.” Both
of us returned to Italy for the last

campaign.
Ex . M.D.
Ft. Meade, S.D.

Re: Shin-Issei series

1 am responding in part to the
letter by Mr. Stan Kanzaki and
more -recently to that of Michi
Weglyn in regard to the matter of
“time for healing” with those of
the “No-No boys.” Yes, it is about
time to heal, and some of them,
while patriotic to our country,
chase No-No similar to the Loyai-
ty Oath not signed by academics
during the McCarthy era. There
were others in camp, Gila for|ex-
ample, who not only had dual cit-
izenship, but also wanted to go
back to Japan, their “h 1

of our concentratnon camps.
What depréssed me was about 35
people volunteered to be “do-
cents” but then became “no-
shows.” I had the misfortune,
however, of putting in time with a
Shin-Issei, who wasfis also a Shin
Buddhist priest. This young fel-
low pmf&ed to be an expert lin-

d historian among other
chmgs I told him that he didn't
strike me as being very religious,
to which he nsponded that Bud-
dhism was not a religion. I then
teld him that I didn't think he
was very objective to which he re-
sponded, “What does that word
mean?” I got so disgusted, I stat-
ed there is no point to carry out
further discussion. He then de-
manded that I speak to him in
Japanese to which I refused. He
then asked me if | didnt have
any allegiance to Japan.
young fellow didn’t have a clue as
to what the Japanese American
National Museum exhibit was all
about and why it was at Ellis Is-
land.

What I am trying to say is that
some of the (postwar) Shin-Issei
have the same mentality of some
of the “No-No boys.” However, I
am quite sure most of them do

not.

Finally, I am very happy that
the Japanese Latin Americans
received some reparation, thanks
to the hard work of Michi Weglyn
and others. However, in our ini-
tial redress campaign that just
barely reached passage, the
South American (17 countries)
“exportation” was that of the U.S.
government and-the complying
South American countries, most-
ly under dictatorship. This would
have been a hard sell. It was
even a hard sell with our gallant
and many dead heros of the
100th Battalion and then of the
442 Regiment, who fought to
prove their loyalty as well as
those of us stuck in camps. B

. Ph.D.

’

Garden City, N.Y. -

t
€S Pacific Citizen
‘IWIMMMCAH&?“

fax 213750064 e-mak aol.com
* _ExmpﬁcrtheNlhonalM

I've always ed our
United States of America my
homeland, no matter what. I feel
even mare S0 NOW as it is contin-

in ro-ma-gi and/or hira.gana.

Your recent article on Shin-Is-
sei (by Mika Tanner), also
touched my funny bone. I recent-
ly put in some voluntary time as
a docent at the Ellis Island ex-
hibit on the American experience

-t
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Second-ever JA astronaut waits to be scheduled to a space flight

Recently graduated astronaut Dan Tani talks about his training experience

BY CRAIG ISHIHARA

ﬁsmﬂmthePaciﬁcCiliun

Daniel Michio Tani has beaten
the odds and realized his dream.
A graduate of the astronaut class
of ’96, he is a member of the 16th
group of astronauts chosen to be
in the U.S. Space Program.

Tarl’'s class has been nick-
named the “Sardines” due to it’s
enormous size relative to the
classes before it. The class of '96
has 44 people in it, while the
three classes that came before it
had only 23 or 24. The idea be-
hind their name was that they
would all have to squeeze in the
space shuttle like “sardines” in
order to fit everybody inside.

Tani spoke fondly of his fellow
classmates.

“The best part of this job is
working ‘with the other astro-
nauts. They are, by selection,
very funny and really interest-
ing. There arg all sorts of people
who ggg astronauts: scientists,
engineers, and macho jet pilots,”
Tani said.

All astronauts fall under one of
two titles. There are pxlots and
there are Mis- |[EESS
sion Specialists [
(MS). As an MS,
it is Tani’s job to
know what each
of the 1000 plus
switghes in the
shuttle does and
how to operate
them. Tani
spends a lot of
his time learn-
ing procedures
and  reading
dozens and
dozens of really
techinical  in-
struction manu-
als. And you
thought your
VCR manual
was hard read-
ing!

To prepare
them for space
travel, astro-
nauts must
through

Daniel Michio Tani

“It’s kind of like a Universal
Studios ride where you get in and
you feel like you're really flying,”
Tani said.

Simulators are nice and every-
thing, but then there’s the little
problem of that bpthersome nat-
ural force we call gravity. How do
you create a weightlesssituation
on earth? Well, there’s a ¢ouple of
different ways you go about
doing it. The first involves an air-
plane, and the second, a swim-
ming pool.

“There are airplanes that do
what’s called parabolas. Think

o .
wi, Tani taking one of 25 medical tests. He is on a tread-

years of intense mill and must run with increasing speed while his

trammg Tani
says that it felt a lot like graduate
school. The first year they take
over 150 classes;each about a dif-
ferent topic, during which they
learn about how the shuttle
works and how to fix problems in
case they arise. After learning
about the different things that
can go wrong in a space shuttle,
the astronauts use simulators to
put their knowledge to the test.
There are three types of simula-
tors, but the one that best recre-
ates the feeling of space flight is
called the motion-based simula-
tor. -

heart and lungs are monitored.

about driving around the hills of
San Francisco. You drive up to
the top of a hill and as you come
down, you feel a little weightless.
It’s the same concept except the
airplane does that. They go up,
up, up — and then turn over. Ba-
sically, you're falling through the
air and the airplane is falling
also, so you, relative to the air-
plane, are weightless,” Tani ex-
plained.

You only get about 25 seconds
of weightlessness each dive so
the- plane does-the same thing

Carac
B Yarac

Contom s Commparaey Sy and A arbres

Charms

Japanese Names

Japanese Family Crests

12534 Valley View St

Garden Grove, CA 82845
) 840-0276

JAPANESE SWORDS
WANTED FOR CASH
WWiIl & OLDER

SWORDS, DAGGERS,
ANTIQUE GUNS

(818) 893-5845

Japanese antiques
Wood block prints

ED SATO
Plumbing & Heating

Remodel and Repairs, Water Heaters
Fumaces, Garbage Disposals

over and over 40 times. The

plane’s affectionately nick-
~named gleg\‘mit Comet” due to
the delightful sensation the flight
creates in the astronauts’ stom-
aches.

To simulate spacewalking, as-

1. tronauts get into an enormous

swimming pool with their space-
suits on. The spacesuits would
have both weights and floats at-
tached to them thus creating a
sense of weightlessness. One
might recall a scene from the
movie Armegeddon when the as-
tronauts in training were doing
this exercise. When Tani saw
that scene, he recalls chuckling to
himself and thinking “Hey, I did
that yesterday.”

To help them to cope with the
high-stress atmosphere they
would experience on a space
flight and also to hone their
teamwbrk skills, astronauts fly T-
38 jets. T-38s, which ‘are used to
teach air force pilots basic combat
skills, are fully acrobatic. That
means they can do rolls, loops,
you name it. Because Tani is a
non-pilot astropaut, he has to sit
in the back seat of the plane with
a pilot up front. The pilot takes
care of takmg off and landing,
but Tani is allowed to fly the
plane once it is in the air. Tani
says it’s a lot of fun flying the jets
but he stressed that it’s not all
fun and games up there. There'’s
a minimum number of hours
you're supposed to fly and Tani
says that flying a T-38 is the best
type of training because the pres-
sure and the danger are real.

“It's really hard mentally.
You're going 600 miles an hour
and you can get killed pretty
quickly so you have to know what
you're doing,” Tani said.

Besides all the training astro-
nauts receive to fly and operate
the space shuttle they also get
another kind of training — potty
training. If you would recall,
there is no gravity in space and
sowhenyougotot.hebaﬂumm
you must do so “VERY carefull,

Tani says. You don't want to be
eating your dinner and then sud-
denly see something rather un-
pleasant swimming past you.
The Waste Collection System
(WCS) is designed to prevent
such an unhappy rendezvous
from occuring. The WCS sucks
the solid waste against the walls
of its compartment where it is
“dried and stored. The' liquid

waste is merely thrown over-
board. NASA has two WCSs set
up in Houston so that astronauts
can practice.

Because the vacuum is the es-
sential instrument in the WCS,
you must make sure that you are
positioned correctly when you sit
down. How in the world would
you know whether you're posi-
tioned correctly? Not to worry!
NASA thought of everything.
There’s a happy little camera in-
side of the WCS that points it’s

first biggest mystery-is how you
get chosen to be an astronaut.”
Tani's mother, Rose Tani of
Lombard, I11., feels very confident
<hat her son will be safe up in

space.

“I feel very proud of Dan.
Everyone's always asking me if
I'm worried about him going up
into space, but I'm not. I dismiss
those fears. This is something
that he likes to do,” she said.

Indeed it is. And Tani has high
hopes for his future.

Tani practices procedums in the Single System Trainer (SST).

happy littl€ face upwards so you
can monitor your progress.

“This is not a job that allows for
a lot of dignity,” Tani said.

One of Tani's more pleasant
“obs™ as an astronaut is that
once a month, he gets to visit
schools around the United States
and talk to kids about what he
does in Houston. He enjoys doing

astronaut.

Now that he has graduated,
Tani is mainly preoccupied with
shuttle ‘software testing. He no
longer has to take classes on the
inner-workings of the spaceshut-
tle and is waiting to be assigned
to a flight. Three people from his
class have already been assigned.
The rest wait in expectation.

“It’s a big mystery how you get
chosen for a particular flight,”
Tani saig. “They call it the second
biggest mystery at NASA. The

JAPANESE ARMOUR

IDENTIFICATION AND VALUES
This limited edition is a definitive manual on Japanese armour and its
accoutrements including various styles of doh, kabuto, mempo and
other rare items related to armour.

The 85-page text is profusely illustrated with over 160-photos on 8-
1/2x11 on heavy gloss paper. It also lists shops where many of these
items can be purchased.
$28 per book (Includes S&H)

Foreign orders please add $5.00 U.S.

Send check or money order made payable to Mary Imon

Serving Los Angeles,
(213) 321-6610, 283-7000, 733-0557

ALOHA PLUMBING
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San Gabriel, CA 91776
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6508 Quantum Ln., Las Vegas, NV 89130-1832
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KEI YOSHIDA. Rescarcher/Instructor

27th Annual Nisei Week ¢
YAMOY EXHIBIT 4
‘Family

Date: August 22 & 23 / Time: 10AM to 5SPM
Place: Higashi Honganji Buddhist Temple
Rm. #5, Los Angeles, Calif.

% The (bronze) ). A’ Kamon *
* The History of the Imperial (Chrysanthemum) Crestin L. A

* Kamon, Myoji. & Chimei (=Issei birthplace): ‘the 3 “keys™
to uniocking the history behind your Japanese surname.
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& “J. A. Kamon Tree”

* Kamon -relaied Q& A (in Japanese/Enghsh) vtilizing a
special, on-site version of our Kaman library.
Yoshida Kamon Art
P. O. Box 2958. Gardena. CA 90247-1158

8 a.m.-10 p.m.
NINA YOSHIDA. Translator

“I can't wait to fly on the shut-
tle,” Tani said. “My ultimate goal
would be to perform an ‘Extra Ve-
hicular Activity’ (EVA), or space-
walk, preferably in order to per-
form part of the Space Station
construction. The construction

“ plan for the Station requires an

- enormous number of EVAs, so
my chances seem pretty good.”

Tani hopes to go up by the
summer of the year 2000. The
sooner the better because the
way he sees it, the sooner he can
go up, the sooner he can be as-
signed to a second flight. B

EMPLOYMENT

EARN MONEY Reading books!
$30,000/yr. income potential.
Details. 1 (800) 513-4343. Ext.
Y-1317.

HOME TYPISTS
PC users needed. $45,000
income potential. Call:
1-800-513-4343, Ext. B-1317.
Rancho Santiago Community College
District in Santa Ana, CA has openings for:
Pwmus«nmwm $108,862yr,
Vice PresidenyStudent Services

CawnCdsw nmsamn Student
M&llb—ﬁmﬂﬂm 3PT

ATTENTION
"ENTREPRENEURS
Amyounw ovrnveyoueverbeen -

eamer in a legi
Ne!work Marketing ‘Company? Or
have you ever been intrigued by the
concept? s
| am a fop eamer for a major U.S
based, NASDAQ traded company,.
We are recognized as-the best of
the best in the Health Products
arena. Our stock has grown over
1400% in 5 years. | have eamed
over 2 million dollars in this busi-
ness in_the last few years. | am
looking for leaders to work with me
directly to pioneer our business in
Japan. If you have what it takes,
then you can benefit from my efforts
and set records iri network market-
ing. We need to talk. Jeff Mack 1-
800-831-3725, fax 704-373-1599 or
email JMackRS|@AOL.com.
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" Bob Takahashi, nmmm
JACL

Center. Memorial
services were held at the Buddhist
Church in
Stockton,

Yoshikawa Photo Studio
Takahashi (1954)
in 1945. He graduated from Delta.
Junior College and attended Uni-
versity of the Pacific.

An insurance agentsn 1949, he

md-svadu
W
nﬂtﬁ'tbel”ﬁll&mmnand

tion; he retired in 1979. He served
as San Luis
1970 and was awarded both
JACL Silves and Sapphi

Obl.spopnamdmtm g
band Takaki

Obitaarics.

Mnn—nhmnﬂuw

Nﬂ,lhuo,ﬂ.Fm.ume bom,survived by wife Emiko, son Keith
mamoto-bom correspondent for daughters Susah Ahem, Shayn
Rafu mmumaa McKenna, 5 gc., sisters Yoko Ken-
Times < motsu, Kazumi (Chicago).
teacher and radio broadcaster; Kimoto, Joan Tatsuko, 87, Los An-
by -inaw Kunitake. geles, June 29; survived by son Johng

3 Masao, 82, Redon-  Jo, brother Joe and wife Mitsu Mat-
do Beach, July 5; survived by wife sushita (Vista), sister Alice and husband
Hisako son Thomas and Jan-  Joe } i, Sally C, and
ice;/ daugl Joanne and Tony ki, nieces &

Bob and husb: Kuromi, isao James, 87, Los Ange-

a 4 Higashi;
L Yoshio and Isamu

"wh:d:meantagrmtdmltohxm,
his widow, Irene, said.

Kawasaki.
Dowke, Henry, 74, San Francisco,

Also surviving are June 23; C bom, survived by  Mariko
Roberta Godsey of Arroyo Grande, MfeMarmeaymdwdem Kayoko Star and husband Rick, Yoko
brotherwchal ms Tt 5 g broer Cand Mats B
& 5 oc., r in, sisters umoto, umu. 95. Denver
ters Helen Yoshikawa and Yoshiko vy voiieoka and Mabe, Tacoma, Wash.-bom, -Japan

Tanaka, all of Stockton. B

Emil Sekerak, longtime friend of JA community

HAYWARD, Calif—Emil Seker-
ak, longtime friend of the J:

American community, passed away
June 29 at age 85. He is survived by
his wife, F‘lﬁinar and adopted

da 3 e.

duate of Antioch College,
Sekerak was recruited in 1942 by
the War Relocation Authority to
serve as an adviser at the Topaz in-
ternment camp where he
in developing the camp co-op, in:
cluding a canteen, dry store,
barber and beauty shop, photo stu-
dio, movie showings and credit
union.

Postwar, Sekerak settled in Lhe
San Francisco Bay area, working
first as a fieldman developing con-
sumer - cooperatives, then for 18
years as education director of Con-
sumers Cooperative of Berkeley,
gaining national prominence with
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tion and became a %ely qmted
publication.
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" Fujimoto, Paul Katsuji, 60, Altade-
na, July 12; survived by-wife Louise,

Emi lura, Joanne
Tomita, Akira “Aki”, 67, Santa Bar
\bara, July 5; Isie by

Honda (Sacramomo) Tomiko, Aiko
(both Beach; brothers Na-
gao John and wife Misao, Robert and
wife Dorothy.

Toyon. Tadashi, 92, July 8, Los
Gatos; Seattie-bom, survived by wife
Misue' (Campbell), daughters Misako
Adams (Los les), Hohachi (Plac-
erville), Nobuko (Campbell), Fukiko
Joyce Momii (Tacoma, Wash.); son
James Masami (Fremont), 11 gc.,

ggc; by daughter Yeiji
Tagawa, Misao, 90, Seal Beach,
June 25; survived by son Derick

T.guehi. Kuni, 93, Gardena, June

bom, survived by son
s Taguchi and wife

Cooperation: The Heritage and the

Dream, and assisted in the editing
of Robert Schildgen’s Toyohiko Ka- ,

gawa: Apostle of Love and Social

Justice. He was also a member of
the 1988 American Committee for

the Kagawa Centennial tour.

At Topaz he met his future bride,
high school teacher Eleanor Girard.
He is quoted in the souvenir book
for the Topaz reunion of '93: “I miss
the Issei. They were the ones who
suffered the most.” And, “Despite
the deprivation of camp life, the
‘kids’ insisted on living life joyfully,
not permitting the sweet teen years

daugmrs Errlko Kiriu and
husband Nobutaka, Betty Yayoi John-

Glehn Mitcheil; g Denver, of the Tri-state Bud
Jennifer Mitchell; mother Nami Fujimo-  dhist. Church survwed by brother
to; brothers Tc , Donald _ i : Takeshi and wife Yoko; 3'gc
and wife Lynn, Edward Noboru; sisters SrwynH;okawa. Lynne Matsumoto, (all

, Lillian Tsuneko and of Denver) Akemi
David~Hampton, Evefyn Shigeko 3gc., 3 gge. X
0, Chieko and husband Rus- This appears on a 'g;ues

sell Hirai; sister-in-law Midori Buth | space-available basis at no cost
F‘lm" e \836 Printed obituaries from your newspa-| -son and husband Richard;

per are weicome. “Death Notices,”
which appear in a timely manner at
request of the family or funeral direc-
tor, are published at the rate of $15
per column inch. Text is reworded as
needed.

Raedey June 10; Tulare-bom, survived
by brothers. Don and John Kurihara
(Orosi), Walter Kurihara (Dinuba), sis-
fers Marie and Velma Kurihara, Betty
Ozawa (San Francisco); brother-inaw
Masato Furubayashi (Salt Lake City).

Furukawa, Chiyeko, 75, Los Ange- lhhune. Ayako, 85, Stockton, July
les, June 29; Bell-bom, survived by 1; , survived by sons
daughter Vicki Fukumizu; son Brian Aluo Hisashi Ralph and wife Kyoko, Hi-
Fukumizu and wife  Tina, 5 gc., 2 toshi Lester and wife Joan; daughters It-
ggc.,brothers Tadashi Miyamoto and suko Grace Takeuchi and husband
wife Marcella, Masato Miyamoto and Kenji, Alko Yoshikawa and husband Fu-
wife Yuki; sister Fujito. mio Edward; 15 gc., 10 ggc

Gustave, Karin Furuta, 34, St. Lucia, Matsuoka, Chizue, 99, Kingsburg,
West Indies, July 11 service in Los An-  June 26; Survived by son Tom (Culver
geles; Los Angeles-bom, survived by City, Frank and wife Akiko
husband Cariton; son Devin Hiroshi;

parents Stanley and Jean Furuta; broth-

innovative consumer protection to be sunken in gloom.” B
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Grace T. Yabuk; palems—n—law Gerald

and Barbara Gustave.

Honda, Herbert Takemitsu, 66,
1; Honolulu-bom

;' sisters :Helen
| Charles, Emiko

Toshio.

Tomiyama, Todd S., 32, Chicago,
July 1; survived by parents Taketo and
omoko sister Lisa.
Umezo, Sueno, 92, San Mateo, June
survived

Motoi Nakamura; 8 gc., 15 ggc., 1
gggc.; son-in-law Shig Miyata: brothers-
indaw Yasuo and wife Kyoko (Hawaii),
Shjiro and wife Yoshie, Tsutomu and
wife Kimie, Masao Umezu (Japan); sis-
ter-indaw Shizuko and husband Mikio
Onodera (Japan).

Wada, Tsuchi, 92, Gardena, July 1;
Fukuoka-bom, survived by sons Kaoru
and wife Emi, Satoru Sam. and wife
Louise, Isdo and wife Miyako; daugh-
ters Yoshiko and husband Yoshiro
Hayashi, Nancy-and husband Norimichi
Sumi; 13 gc., 7 ggc.; brothers-indaw
Kikuye ‘ Ushijima, Bob Sam Wada,
Kuzuni Wada, Yuriko Tateishi, Kiyoko
Shimomura.

Yamaguchi, Kunio, 86, San Mateo,
June 25; survived by wife Grace,
daughter Patsy Ja, son Paul, sister
Shizuko Tabata, 4 gc.

FRED T. HIKIDA
CHICAGO, Ill.—Fred T. Hikida, 82,
passed away on May 28. Born in
Auburn; Wash. Survived by his wife
Shizuye; sons Dr. Robert Hikida, Ken
Hikida; daughter Dianne Ichishita; 5

dchildren and 1 great-grand
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L.A.’s Nisei Week from a Nisei Week Queen pageant
Yonsei’s perspective

BY CRAIG ISHIHARA ~
Special to the Facific Citizen

It was hot. I mean really, really
hot. But there we were, my friend
Paul and I, in Little Tokyo, LA., at
the annual Nisei Week celebration.
Paul was from visiting from Chica-
go and I.wanted to show him what
a fun place L.A. was. I knew Nisei
Week 'would make a good impres-
siof.

The first stop we made was the
Tofu Festival. Every dish you could
imagine, from cheesecake to tacos,
were all made with tofu.

One restaurant, the Inn of the
Seventh Ray, featured a tofu
cheesecake made with tofu sour
cream, honey and natural fruit
\juices. It came in both strawberry

PAUL KIM PHOTQ

Japanese Americans who fought
and died in the Korean War. The
exhibit had been set up in order to
raise the awareness of their sacri-

Also on the second floor, was the
Kime Komi Doll Exhibit. Long ago,
the dolls had been used in Japan
for religious reasons, but today,
their religious significance is no
more and the dolls are seen main-
ly as toys. Crafting the dolls is an
art. The body is forméd from com-
pressed sawdust, and must be
sanded down until it is smooth.
Grooves must then be cut into the
body to mark the places the seams
of the miniature kimonos are to fall
into.

Joanna Emmett, a certified doll

crafter, spoke to me about how she

ATASTY TREAT — Craig Ishihara enjoys a tofu cheesecake with Millie Cho
at the Los Angeles Nisei Week's popular Tofu Festival.

and blueberry flavors and was
nondairy to make it palatable to
the strictest of vegetarians. I asked
one festival-goer, Millie Cho, what
she thought of it. Her review was-
n't too positive.

“It’s because it tastes like tofu,”
Cho explained. “I love tofu, but not
when I'm eating cheesecake. I
mean, cheesecake should taste like
cheesecake.”

Moving around the festival was
difficult and there was a lot of
ground to cover. I had to hug the
person in front of me just to be able
to move.

After some effort, Paul and I
managed to make our way over to
the J: American Cc
ty and Cultural Center bmld.mg
where they had various exhibits
set up. At the flower arranging ex-
hibit, I met a woman named Tomi
Kofu Maeno, a member of the So-
getsu school of flower arranging,
which was a flower-arranging style
labeled “ultra-modern”.

“We feature originality and cre-
ativity,” Maeno said. “You dont
want to do the same thing over and
over again, like a set form that you
follow.”

She brought me over to one of
her works that I had been admir-
ing earlier. What I had found par-
ticularly interesting about the
arrangement were two balls about
the size of eenta.loupes that had
been woven with steel string. The
balls were perched at the top of the
arrangement and resembled silver
©0coons

Paul.and I decided to head up-
stairs and saw an exhibit set up by
the Japanese American Korean
War Veterans. Not many people
know that there were over 200

became interested in the art.

“I saw a cute little kit in a store
and I bought it but all the instruc-
tions were in Japanese, and I did-
n't know how to do it,” Emmett
said. “So they led me to the class
and I’ve been going to it for twelve

As Paul and I were walking back
downstairs, a rumbling like thun-
der sounded outside of the build-
ing. The Taiko Gathering had be-
gun. Paul and I hurried outside to
watch.one of the groups. I never
cease to be amazed at the skill
those people possess. The fluid,
strong movements of their arms
deliver rhythmic, clean sound with
their powerful blows. Standing
with hundreds of other people in
the blistering heat, Paul and I
looked on in awe. Spectators’ heads
bobbed up and down as though in
a trance, an involuntary response
to t.he beat of the drums.

The drummers were destatic.
Each hit, they connected with
seemed to fuel a fire inside of them.
The fire would build, build, build
— and then be manifested into
sound with a primal scream. The
irregularity of their screams sea-
soned the calculated beats of the
drums with a human flavor.

As | watched the awesome dis-
play of power and grace, I had a
yearning that I think all of the
spectators shared. You could see it
on everyone's faces: “I wish I could
do that!”

As the Taiko Gathering came to
a close, Paul and I decided to head
home. We had come for the food
and the fun and left with a greater
a.ppreaanon of Japanese culture.

a

BEST OF HOKKAIDO (11 days
EAST COAST/FALL FOUAGE (1 uayS/
JAPAN AUTUMN ADVENTURE (11 days)

NIKKEI SO. CAl

19

BEST OF HOKKAIDO'& TOHOKU

8 ESCORTED TANAKA TOURS

HIGHUGHTS OF BRITAIN & IRELAND (15 gays) .
TENNESSEE/BRANSON/KENTUCKY (Shop Tabuct: Show, 9 days) ..

CHINA SOJOURN (aiso Macau & Hong Kong. 16 days) -
IBBEAN CRUISE (benelit for JCCCNC, 8 nlys)

JAPAN SPRING ADVENTURE TOUR (& Takayama Festval, 12 days) ...
PARIS, CHATEAUX & COUNTRYSIDE (11 days)

CANADIAN ROCKIES/VICTORIA TOUR (Banf!, Lake Louse. 6 days) ..
CRYSTAL CRUISE PANAMA CANAL (Book earty for group rate. 11 days)

A\

SEP 5
.SEP 12

JAPANAUTUMN ADVENTURE

AUS

ZEALAND ESCAPADE (17 days) ..
wsss CALL OR WRITE TODAY FOR OUR FREE BROCMURES et
Tanaka Travel Service is a full service agency and can
assﬂyoumsahg
ings, ammmnmmm

_TANAKA TRAVEL
< a8 ms&.ﬁ%

..NOV 3

individual air tickets, cruise book-

(Continued from page 4)

the lean years of the Great Depres-
sion. Merchants from the area or-
ganized a weekWong festival of
Japanese cultural displays and ac-
tivities, hoping that the colorful
event would bring in people from
outlying areas. An immediate suc-
cess, the Festival expanded to add
the Nisei Week Queen the

that these contestants, who, due to
their racial make-up were closer to
mainstream ideals of -G

“simply the

t thing to do,” he
said. “If the asuvalumppnaedm
represent the Japanese American
community in Hawaii, then these
steps need to be taken. Mixed-race
mdmdua.l.smakehuz:lngepanof

beauty, had an unfair advantage

In 1982, the winning of the
Queen title by mixed-race contes-
tant Janet Barnes sparked a com-
munity-wide debate in the pages of
the Rafu Slumpo Los Angeles’ JA

following year. With the exception
of the years during World War II
when 'JAs were incarcerated in
American concentration camps,
this tradition' has continued unin-
terrupted for decades. -
According to Frances Hashimo-
to, a long-time organizer of the Fes-
tival, the Queen was originally cho-
sen through a ballot system, where
Little Tokyo merchants would dis-
tribute ballots to customers based
on the dollar amount of their pur-
The customer could then
mark off his or her favorite candi-
date, the Queen being-determined
by the highest number of votes re-
ceived. Soon however, this system
fell apart as wealthier parents pur-
chased large amounts of ballots oni
behalf of their daughters. The con-
test then evolved into a more tradi-
tional beauty pageant, where a
bathing suit segment, body mea-
surements, and facial beauty were
all part of the judging criteria.
Gradually, as the role of women
in society began to change, so too
did the pageant. The bathing suit
segment and the recording of mea-
surements was eliminated, and al-
though physical beauty was still
considered, the emphasis became
more focused on the candidate’s
paise and public speaking ability.
Throughout the years, the com-
petition has also given rise to the
issue of representation and the de-
finition of JA idehtity. From very
early on, the rules for the Nisei
Week Queen competition have
specified that a contestant must
have at least 50 t J

y Park resi-
dent Lmden Ni expressed
his dissatisfaction in the August
27th issue of the paper, writing:
“This disproportional selection and
seeming infatuation with the
Eurasian looks not only runs
counter to what I consider pride in
our Japanese ancestry but also to
the very idea of the Nisei Week
Queen tradition. . . Since the Nisei
Week Queen is supposed to repre-
sent our Nikkei community which
is still large, viable and strongly
identifiable, our beauty represen-
tatives should at least be represen-
tative.”

His letter prompted a flood of re-
sponses, including JAs who agreed
with Nishinaga whole-heartedly
and others who called him a back-
wards racist. The heated debate fi-
nally elicited the response of Hedy
Posey, a Hapa woman who had
been crowned Nisei Week Queen in
1980, going on to win the title of
Miss Nikkei International in 1981.
She wrote: “Who's to say that I'm
not as ‘Japanese’ as any other Ni-
sei, Sansei, or Yonsei? What is the
definition of Japanese American
anyway? I grew up in a Japanese
neighborhood of Los Angeles, with

Japanese school for eleven years. .
It breaks my heart to think that
the very people that I have been so
proud to represent arent proud
that I'm representing them.”
Although the numbers of mixed-
race JAs has steadily increased
over the years, the issue of mixed-

ancestry in order to be eligible. Be-
ginning in the early 1970s, there
was an increasing number of half
Japanese-half Caucasian candi-
dates, reflecting the rising rate of
JAs marrying outside their ethnic

race p still con-
tinues to be debated. inning in
1999, the Honolulu Cherry Blos-
som Queen pageant intends to al-
low mixed-race candidates to com-
pete for the first time in its forty-six
year history. Until now, a woman

pmdu:tathatﬁmewﬂ]hemere-

heatancy to look at these changes’
as something positive.”

Despxw the d:ﬁculh& however,

i beli the p tra-
dmon isan lmporumt pan of main-
taining cultural ties,’saying that it
provides young women with an av-
enue to explore their cultugal her-
itage and become involved with the

mmupity.

J Hamabata, the 1997 Ni-
sei Week Queen agrees, saying
that she participated in Lhe
pageant as a way to learn more
about the JA culture and commu-
nity. “Growing up in this American
melting pot, it can be very difficult
to find ways to actively celebrate
your cultural heritage,” she re-
marked. -

Hamabata alsc believes that
viewing the competition strictly as
a beauty pageant ignores the con-
tributions that the Queen and her
Court make to the community as
good-will  ambassadors  and
through their many hours of volun-
teer work.

Mei Nakano, however, remdins
skeptical. “] think it’s far out to say
that the Queen represents and
speaks for the community. When
people say that the tradition pro-
motes solidarity and is for the good
of the community, I want to say,
‘Give me a break. Is Miss America
good for America? Is Miss Uni-
verse good for the universe?™

Although opinion on this partic-
uldr cultural institution remains
divided, JA pageants will most like-
ly continiue as long as there are
women who are willing to compete.
Whether or not the pageants bene-
fit the community and preserve the
JA culture, they remain an Ameri-

. can tradition that inspire the

hopes, ‘dreams, and competitive
spirit of young JA women each
year. For Toyoko Tiffany Hattori,
the newly crowned Nisei Week

and racial group. As a few of these  was eligible to run only if she Queen, 1998 will be a year she will
mixed-race candidates began to 1m$';ntmn-bhnde§' oo, _Temember for alifetime. W
win, some bers of the Keith Kamisugi, President of the
nity started to question their legit-  Japanese Junior Chamber of Com- Los Angeies
imacy, arguing that the womendid  merce, the organization in charge Japaness Casualty
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