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"A tegam st .. A dream wiich remains” Clinton’s race initiative

JACL PSWD 1998 Awards Diner commemorates the success and future of redress

BY TRACY UBA
Writer/Roporter

TORRANCE, Calif —We gave
a gift to this country, a gift of ed-
ucation, a lesson about civil
rights, about justice, about atone-
ment for mistakes. We gave
America the strength to apolo-

gize, and in so doing we made
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America a better country. In the
process, we transformed our com-
munity ... We are no longer vic-
tims but active participants in
our own 54

As the keynote speaker for the
JAcq Pacific Southwest Dis-

ict’s\ 1998 Awards Dinner
Sept. 1 the Torrance Hilton,

Dale Mmenn spoke eloquently

before some of the most promi-
nent figures and organizations in
the Ji American

League (JAC

panel submits report

STAFF REPORT '
On September 18, Bill Clin-

nity, all gathered to commemo-
rate the end of an histori¢c and
bittersweet chapteér in the strug-
gle for redress.

A San Franasco attorney, and

See PSW/page 5 |

Award recipients Iand presenters at the JACL Pacific Southwest District's 1998 Awards Dinner included,
from left, front: Manabi Hirasaki, George Aratani, Harry Kawahara, Clarence Nishizu, Harry Kajihara and

Masaaki Hironaka; back: David Kawamoto, Mary Ogawa (wife of the
goe, Frank Buckley, Linda Hara, Phil Shigekuni, Richard K d

Martha Nakagawa
named new P.C.
assistant editor

The Pacific Citizen newspaper
announced recently that Martha

rience to the
paper hav-
ing worked

Shimpo, for

the past four years and before

that as a contributing editor of
The staff at P.C. welcome

Nakagawa and looks forward to

working with her. B
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George Ogawa), Helen Kawa-

late
d Dale Minami

BY CAROLINE AOYAGI
Excutive Editor

WASHINGTON—-It's  been
close to 40 years now since Sen.
Daniel K. Inouye (D-Hawai'i)
first broke out onto the political
scene with his historic election to

- the United States House of Rep-

resentatives, but at the age of 74,
he is still the godfather of
Hawai{’s political scene.
Today, his popularity has been
by few, and as he seeks
to enter his record-setting sixth
term as a senator for Hawaif, In-
ouye’s approval ratings continue
to amaze, recently gamering a
whopping 88.6 percent of the De-
mocratic votes in the state’s pri-
mary elections, an approval rat-

ing even President Clinton hasn't
' managed.

Recently, as the rest of Wash-
ington, D.C., was occupied by the
soap-opera
drama of the
Clinton-
Lewinsky

look forward to the pressing is-
sues of his next six-year term.
His only on-the-record comment

See INOUYE/page 4

ton’s seven-member advisory
board, appointed 15 months ago
to discuss race relations, shifting
demographics and changing
racial attitudes on a national
tour, submitted its final repart,
“One America in the 21st Centu-
ry: Forging a New Future,” to the
president. -~

In it, the panel, which included
one Asian American, Los Angeles
civil rights attorney Angela Oh,

‘encouraged continued dialogue

on race issues and the establish-
ment of a new permanent race
relations council. It also called for
a “multimedia” awareness cam-
paign to better educate Ameri-
cans about how racal prejudice
and inequality have been histori-
cally institutionalized through
the notion of “White privilege.”
“We as a nation need to under-
stand that Whites tend to bene-
fit, either unknowingly or con-
sciously, from this country’s histo-
ry of White privilege,” the report

stated.

Though Clinton supported the
idea of continued education on
race, he couldn't offer an immedi-
ate endorsement of its proposals.
The president had initially un-
veiled plans for a task force in his
commencement speech at the
University of California at San
Diego in June, 1997. Though
hailed as a well-intentioned con-
cept, the effort faced several
problems from the get-go due, in
part, to inadequate time to pre-
pare and an agen-
da

First, the two candidates that
Clinton and his staff approached
to head the commission turned
the position down. Finally, Judith
A Winston, a former Education
Department official who is active
in civil rights, agreed to organize
the board as its executive direc-
tor.

Then, at its first meeting, the
panel encountered some division
among its members as to what

SeeRAcwgew

Gov. Wilson signs AB 1915 —
Creates Calif. civil liberties
public education grant program

On Sept. 18, Gov. Pete Wilson
(R-Calif.) signed into law legisla-
tion which would create a Cali-
fornia civil liberties public educa-
tion grant program. The legisla-
tion was sponsored by Assembly-
member Mike Honda (D-San
Jose).

Enactment of this legislation
will effectively continue the work
initiated by the Civil Liberties
Public Education Fund, a federal
project educating the public on
the lessons learned from the in-
carceration which was autho-
rized by Congress in the Civil
Liberties Act of 1988. It is antici-
pated that other organizations
and community groups will use
the Honda legislation as a model
and pursue similar legislation in
other states.

The major provisions of the leg-
islation:

* Requires the state librarian
to administer the grant program.

« Authorizes the state librari-
an to contract with independent
review panelists and to establish
an advisory panel to evaluate
and make recommendations to
the state librarian based on the
grant applications.

« Appropriates $1 million from
the state budget to create and
fund the California civil liberties
public education grant program
for the 1998-99 year.

 Includes legislative intent to
fund the program for three years.
This means that the total fund-
ing available for the program will

See AB 1915/page 7

The Color of Money — New report finds
minorities marginalized in campaign finance system

BY TRACY UBA
Writer/Reporter

WASHINGTON—A report re-

nancing of federal elections
comes less out of the pockets of
minorities than it -does from
white Americans, which puts
people of color at a distinct politi-
cal disadvantage.

an election and thus affecting
policy and lawmaking. -

In 1996, for instance, 92 per-
cent of the House races and 88
percent of the Senate races were ”
won by the candidates, both De-
mocrat and Republican, who

chised from the process today,”
said Jodie Silverman, Public
Campaign's Director of Commu-
nications, of the study’s not-so-

“We had a feeling that there
are quite a few people of color
who, because they don't have as
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Eastern

DISTRICT COUNCIL

Sat. Nov. 7—Quarterly Meeting, JAA
Center, 15 W. 44th, 11th FI, N.Y.C.
NEW YORK

Sat. Nov. 7—New York Chapter
Annual Fall Dinner and Installation,
the Manhattan Club, 7th Ave. &
52nd St. RSVP: Lillian Kimura,
973/680-1441. Keynote speaker, au-
thor and fencing champion Peter
Westbrool

Midwest

DISTRICT COUNCIL

Fri.-Sun., Oct. 23-25-—Fall Meenr\gy
Radisson Inn, 7230 Engle Rd., Mid-
dleburg Hits.; Fri. Eve reception, Sat
a.m. business meeting, Sat. after-
noon workshop. Info: Bill  Yo-
shino,773/728-7170.

CINCINNATI

Sun. Oct. 18—JWA/JACL reunion
luncheon, 1 p.m., Best Western,
Springdale off Rte 4. RSVP, info:
Tokie Wade, 513/553-2045

necessarily reflect JACL policy. Events and products advertised
in the Pacific Citizen do not carry the implicit endorsement of the
JACL or this publication. We reserve the right to edit articles.
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Holiday Issue kits
have been mailed

Deadline for submitting ads for the Holiday Issue is
November 25. Please mail your chapter ads promptiy so
that your chapter is well represented. If you have any
questions please call Brian Tanaka at 800/966-6157.

P.C. SAVE
“ Support & Assist Voluntser Effort
Here's my contribution to support the needs of the P.C. and its
efforts to retum to a weekly publication! (Please send your tax

deductible donations to: P.C. SAVE, 7 Cupania Circle, Mon-
terey Park, CA 91755.)
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Address:
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INC-WN-Pacific
DISTRICT COUNCIL
Sun. Nov. 1—District
Meeting, Gilroy.
BERKELEY

Thu. Oct. 15—The Berkeley Chapter
Civil Rights Committee sponsors “An
Evening of Aloha; Protect Hawai'i’s
Constitution  Against  Anti-Gay
Attacks”; 6-8 p.m. Yank Sing
Restaurant, 49 Stevenson St.. Info:
Helen Zia, 510/658-8556. Authors
Al and Jane Nakatani, Dr. Jackie

Council

Young, men’s hula, comedy acts,’
light refreshments.
CONTRA COSTA
Sat. Nov. 7—Kids Cuttural Day, 1-4
.m., East Bay Free Methodist
Church, 5395 Potrero Ave., El
Cerrito. Info: Jim Oshima, 510/237-
0323, Kaz lde, 510/222-2421.
FLORIN
Sun. Oct. 4—Annual scholarship
fund-raising spaghetti dinner and
bingo night. Infoxslames Abe, 916/
363-1520.
PLACER COUNTY
Sat. Oct. 24—70th Anniversary
Goodwill Dinner; social hour 6
.m., dinner 7-p.m., Buddhist
Church in Penryn. Tickets, info:
Linda Pickerson, 530/889-7213.
Speaker, Stuart Satow (Channel 10);
honoring founder Harry Kawahata &
past chapter presidents.
SAN FRANCISCO
Sat.-Sun., Oct. 10-11—Special per-
formance supported by the chapter:
Uncle Gunjiro’s Girlfriend by
Brenda Aoki Wong, Sat. 8 p.m., Sun.
3 p.m., Yerba Buena Center for the
Anrts, 701 Mission St. nr. 3rd. Info:
Chapter Message Center, 415/273-
1015. About the first documented
Japanese-Caucasian marriage in the
U.S.; sponsored by Hapa lssues
Forum.
Through Nov. 7—LinGs Pauling Ex-
hibit, co-sponsored by the chapter;
Herbst International Exhibition Hall,
Main Post in the Presidio. Info,
times, tours: 415/255-4687.
SAN JOSE
Sat. Oct. 10—San jose Chapter’s 75th
Anniversary Celebration, 6 p.m. cock-
tails, 7 p.m. dinner, San Jose Hyatt
Airport Hotel. Info: Jeff Yoshioka,
408/879-0800, judy Nizawa, 408/

733-7692 or 650/329-3867, JACL of-
fice, 408/295-1250. Keynote speaker
Dale Minami; slide showing, '50s thru
'90s dance music by System 9.

Central California -
DISTRICT COUNCIL .
Sat. Oct. 24—Fouith rter Meeting.

Info: Patricia Tsai Tom, 209/486-8815.

FRESNO

Sat. Nov. 14—CCDC Health Fair and
Installation Banguet, C Hotel,
Downtown Fresno. Info: Patricia Tsai
Tom, 209/486-8815. .

Pacific Southwest

ARIZONA

Thu. Oct. 8—Arizona Chapter co-
sponsors Asian American Business
Expo; see Community Calendar.
Sun. Oct. 11—Recognition Banquet; 5
p.m., China Doll Restaurant, 3336 N
7th Ave., Phoenix. RSVP by Oct. 7:
Hotsy Miyauchi, 602/939-0117, or
Helen Y. Tanita, 602/944-2050. Hon-
oring John S. Hirohata, Bill Kajikawa,
Tsutomu lkeda, Henry Takemori.

LAS VEGAS

Sat. Oct. 10—Lake Mead cruise buf-
fet; 10 a.m.-noon. Info: Rhz=a, 702
254-8060.

VENTURA COUNTY

Sun. Oct. 22—japanese Cultural Heri-
tage Day, 3-6 p.m.; see Community
Calendar. ®

DEADLINE FOR CALENDAR
is the Friday before date of
issue, on a space-available
basis.

Please provide the time and
place of the event, and name
and phone number (including
area code) of a contact person.

Ca|endar

East Coast

NEW YORK

Sat. Oct. 17—Program, “Bravery in
Battle: The Nisei GI,” 1-3 p.m., Ellis
Island Immigration Museum 3rd Floor
Conference Room. Info: 212/952-
0774. Speakers, Kaz Yamaguchi (MIS)
others.

Through 1999—Japanese American
National Museum’s exhibit, “Amer-
ica’s Concentration Camps: Remem-
bering the Japanese American Ex-
perience,” Ellis Island Immigration
Museum, New York City. Info: JANM
(Los Angeles) 213/625-0414, (New
YorK) 212/952-0774. Free admission.

The Midwest

ST. LOUIS

Sun. OCT. 18—Oral history presenta-
tion, “St. Louis Nisei: Being Japanese
American During World War I1,” 1-3
p.m., Library Board Room, 1st Fl,
Maryville University, 13550 Conway
Rd. Presenter, Henry Mizuki.

The Northwest

SEATTLE

Oct. 18—Exhibit, “Planting
Seeds with Alan Lau,” Wing Luke
Asian Museum, 407 7th Ave. S. Info:
206/623-5124x114.

Northern Ca

FREMONT

Fri. Oct. 16—Bingo. Info: Frank
Nakasako, Fremont JACL, 510/656-
1722. To volunteer, call Eleanor Toi,
510/ 656-5449,

OAKLAND

Mon. Oct. 5—Llecture, “Asian
American Stiudies and the Coming
Multicultural Millennium,” 7 p.m.,
Mills College Concert Hall, 5000
MacArthur,Blvd. Ronald Takaki,
speaker. Free.

RICHMOND

Through Oct. 10—Exhibit, “Remi-

niscing in Swingtime, Japanese Ameri-
cans in American Popular Music,”
Seaver Gallery, Richmond Museum of
History, 400 Nevin Ave. Info: 510/235-
7387. Based on the book by George
Yoshida.

Sat. Oct. 17—Health Matters Il
“Our Youth in the Age of Stress and
Distress,” 9:30a.m.-2:30 p.m. Stu-
dent Union Fireside Room, Custra
Costa College, 2600 Mission Bell
Road, San Pablo. Info: June Kodani

510/548-4104. Free to JACL mem-
bers and guests

SAN JOSE

Sat. Oct. 3—£asy Company Northemn
Calif. planning meeting, to fom a
“Sons & Daughters” support group for
the 100th/442nd/MIS and all veterans;
Yu Ai Kai Bldg., 588 N. 4th St. Info:
John Togashi, Secretary, 650/321-
9350. All interested are welcome.

Central Ca

FRESNO

Sat. Oct. 17—"Myths and Realities
of Cancer Care ... or, Yes, You can
Survive Cancer Therapy,” talk by the
author of Chemoatherapy and
Radiation Therapy Survival Guide,
9:30-11 a.m., Fresno Buddhist
Church, 1340 Kem St. Info: 916/
434-1070 or 322-8090.

Fri.-Sun., Oct. 16-18—jerome and
Denson High School Reunion,
Double Tree Hotel, 1055 Van Ness
Ave. Info: Shigeko Masuda Okajima,
209/875-3878; Miyoko Kunitake
Kawamura, 714/961-1249; Shiro
Tahara, 916/428-0494.

Southern Ca

LOS ANGELES
Fri.-Sun., Oct. 16-18—jerome Re-
location Reunion, bus to Doubletree
Hotel in Fresno, boarding at 10 a.m.,
New Gardena Hotel, 1641 W. Re-
dondo Beach Blvd., Gardena. Info:
Sam Mibu, 310/532-9730, Bob Naka-
shima, 714/ 638-8890, Miyo Kawa-
m, 71&3/961-1249; New Gardena
, 310/327-5757, parking'$2/ni
ng'$2/night.

Sun. Oct. 11—Festival of Japanese
Cultural Ants, 3-6 p.m., Camarillo
Community Center, 1605 E. Bumley
St. Info: 805/655-5030; Japanese &
Okinawan dance; taiko, karate, tea
ceremony, bonsai, kimekomi dolls,
sumi-¢ brush painting, ikebana, origa-
mi, food tasting, etc.
ArizonaNevada

LAS VEGAS

Sun.-Wed., Oct. 4-7—Amache Re-
union, Union Plaza ‘Hotel Casino
Info: Las Vegas-Bill Hidaka, 702/451-
9408;

Sun-Thu., Oct. 18-22--100/442/
MIS/1399th Engineers mini reunion,
California Hotel. Info: Ben Tagami,
310/327-4193.

LAUGHLIN

Mon.-Wed., Oct. 12-14—Poston |
Class Reunion, . Riverside Resort.
Info: Momita Morinaga, 714/827-
6555; Sets Kobata Shinto, 323/721-
1387; Haru Ito Watanabe, 310/327-
2596. Side trip to Poston Memorial;
buses available.

PHOENIX

Thu. Oct. 8—Asian American Busi-
ness Expo, 4-9 p.m., Phoenix Civic
Plaza Ballroom South, 3rd &
Jefferson. RSVP encouraged: 602/
534-7000. Free. ®

NOTICE
JACL is now a member of the
Combined Federal Campaign

assist its chapters and further its
mission as a-civil and human
nights organization.

‘Small

kid time

Gwen Muranaka
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ON6 oF THESE YEARS,
TM GoNNA'BE TALL
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NJAMF kickoff in Central Calif. attracts 1'50

CAROLINE AOYAGI
Executive Editor

FRESNO, Calif —With only
one year left in their campaign to
raise $8.6 million, the National
Japanese American Memorial
Foundation is still just under the
half-way. point.

In the next 12 months the
foundation will have to raise $4.6
million if a memorial to patrio-
tism, honoring the loyalty and
bravery of Japanese Americans
during and after World War II, is
to be built on federal land in
Washington D.C.

It’s a formidable task, but it'’s a
task the foundation is confident
they will accomplish.

“There’s no question we'ré go-
ing to make it,” said Chairman of
the NJAMF's board, Melvin
Chiogioji, at a foundation kick-off
dinner-reception for the Central
California region on September
23. “People are getting enthusias-
tic. [They] ize we have to
make this_thing ‘go. Can you
imagine the embarrassment if
we don't make it?”

It was shortly after redress be-
came a reality that on October
24, 1992, then-President George
Bush signed a law authorizing
construction of a National JA
Memorial in the nation’s capital.
The community was given until
the fall of 1999 to raise the neces-
sary funds to begin construction,
and to that end, the NJAMF, a
501 (c) (3) non- proﬁt organiza-
tion, has been campaigning na-
tionally.

With its purpose of telling the
story of the history of JAs in
America, the monument will
trace the footsteps of the first im-
migration wave, relive the legacy
of the internment and the heroics
of the JA soldiers, and highlight

the triumph ofredrm The site
cboaenforthemnmmmtuam-

Jersey Avenue, and D Street; a lo-
cation in a high-volume tourist
area, just minutes from the Unit-
ed States Capitol and Union Sta-

hapi:-pnedandlet‘smakesure

NJAMF board member and for-
mer WWII internee at the Topaz,

ington Memorial.”

Venturing into the Central Cal-
ifornia region for the first time,
the NJAMF received a warm re-
ception with 150 people attend-

ing the dinner-reception spon-
sored by the JACL Central Cali-,
fornia District Council and the

Speakers and attendees at the recent NJAMF ‘dinner in Fresno: (from left) Rev. Saburo Masada, JACL Na-
tional Director Herbert Yamanishi; Bob Sakata, CCDC Govemnor Grace Kimoto, Jeanette Ishii, Mae Taka-
hashi, NJAMF Executive Director Cherry Tsutsumida, Melvin C

hiogioji, Central California Nikkei Founda-

tion President Mel Renge, Fred Hirasuna, and JACL National President Helen Kawagoe.

tion.

“The real essence [of this
memorial] is not the glorification
of JAs but to ensure that the

incarceration of 120,000 JAs dur-
ing the duration of the war, most
of them United States citizens
“We want the memorial to say to
the American people: an atrocity

Utah, concentration camp. “It
truly demonstrates what Ameri-
canism can do.”

Over the years, many scholars
and academics have written a
number of books on the topic of
internment, said Sakata, but
books are not permanent and can
be lost after a generation or two.
“This is a monument,” he said.
“It’s there to stay, just like the
Lincoln Memorial and the Wash-

Central California Nikkei Foun-
dation. Attendees came to lend
their support and to ask ques-
tions and find odt more about the
Memorial in D.C. But even before
the official kick-off event, the
Central California region has al-
ready raised $61,000 towards its
goal of $300,000.

“For them its an opportunity to
honor the Issei,” said the event’s
organizer Mae Takahashi, a

member of both the NJAMF
board and the Central California
Campaign Committee. “Central
Cahﬁ:mm was one of the first
places the Issei came; ast:beﬁrst

why it's important as their de-
scendants, and that's why the
monument means a lot.”" -~

Like the historic redress move-
ment, the interest in the monu-
ment has caught the attention
and the energy of the younger
Sansei and Yonsei generations,
members who sit on both the
NJAMF and local Central Calif.
Campaign boards. Currently, on
the NJAMF board there are
more than 40 members, =all
equally dedicated to the project,
travelling pro bono to the various
events; together this board has
contributed $2 million to the
Foundation. -

“This is a generational project,”
said Sansei Jeanette Ishii, a
member~of the Central Calif.
Campaign Committee and the
dinner’s M.C. “We're honoring
what the Issel and Nisei accom-
plished, it’s really their legacy.”
She added, “It’s for the Sansei
and Yonsei but it's important to
all Americans. It's important that

* the monument be in Washington,

D.C., because millions of people
will visit our nation’s capital.”

“When people hear the story
they give money,” said Chiogioji,
a Sansei, who flew in from Silver
Springs, Md. to attend the event.
“When we talk to the youth they
give money. When we talk to
young JAs, Hapas, and tell them
the story they feel proud of it. It’s
part of their heritage and they
want to support it.”

In addition to'the Monument

See NJAMF/page 6

JANM set to open new Pavilion in January 1999

BY TRACY UBA
Writer/Reporter

LOS ANGELES—If you've
traveled downtown to the Little
Tokyoe district, most likely you've
:made it a point to visit/'the Japan-
ese American National Museum
which, built in 1992 and the first
of its kind in the United States,
has been home to some of the
most comprehensive cultural ex-
hibits dedicated to sharing the
Japanese American experience
with an American public.

But now, perhaps as a sign of
the millennium to come, the Mu-
seumn’s Historic Building is about
to get a new neighbor. And it is a
force to be reckoned with.

In JANM effort to extend and
develop its place as a premier cul-
tural institution, it has undertak-
en its most expansive and expen-
sive project to date. Eighty- four
square feet and $45 million later,
the result is the new state-of-the-
art Pavilion, an impressive sand-
stone, steel, granite and glass ed-
ifice which fuses both traditional
and modern aesthetics to a strik-
ing effect.

“The building represents a sig-
nificant milestone in terms of
completion,” said ive Di-
rector and President of JANM,
Imne Hirano, “but it a'so repre-
t.s a very important begin-

‘Weseextasasxgmﬁmntpan
of the revitalization of Little
Tokyo and hope that it will en-
cmxragemmvmmwcomem
fornia but from all over the coun-
try and the world.”

Those that do make the trip
will ﬁnfgetmor:bethsn é:nOOO
square in new ery.
‘spaoeaswellasanahamlk&

-

source Center, which houses an
interactive database, archives
and educational materials, and a
Japanese American Hall of
Fame, honoring prominent fig-
ures in the JA community.

A recent preview

ion’s front courtyard and out-
door garden terrace, a 90-foot-
long stone composition and run-
ning pool intended to shield the
space from traffic and street
noise, explained his schema, “In

donations have been great and
there’s great anticipation.” Ac-
cording to Executive Director Hi-
rano, $44 million in donations
have just about fulfilled the $45
million mark.

space

Expected to be on view will be
Common Ground: The Heart of
the Community, an exhibition
which covers the past 130 years
in JA history, including a look at

luncheon held in the
Pavilion’s* Central
Hall offered a first
glimpse into the spa-
cious but still vacant
building. A tour was
led by Gyo Obata, the
Pavilion’s architect
and ‘founder of
renowned design
firm, Hellmuth, Oba-
ta & um. No
stranger to enormous
tasks, his resume in-
cludes designing the
Smithsenian’s  Na-
tional Air and Space
Museum, the Olympic
Center in' Lake Placid
and the new Levi
Strauss Center head-
quarters in San Fran-

cisco.

“In designing
[JANM's] new Pavil-
ion, we sought to cre-
ate a sense of open-
ness instead of the
conventional front-of-
the-house/back-of-
the-house division of

sign and to crmt:n: structure
that was inviting refl
as witnessed in the use ofem?e’ghss
and perforated stamlem steel
that softens direct

Landscape -architect Robert
Murase, who designed the Pawvil-

designing the courtyard and
garden ... I drew inspiration
from the ancient and sacred tra-
dition of stone, from the stone
walls and megaliths in Europe
to the stone gardens of Japan.”

Murase added, “Tm really ex-
cited about the opening ... The

The museum'’s new Pavilion is scheduled to open in January 1999.

And luckily, the public won't
have to, wait much donger if all

months will be devoted to prepar-
ing and setting up the various in-
stallations within the gallery

postwar resettlement, the re-
dress movement of the '80s and
the experiences of the pioneering
Issei. Also to be showcased is
Memory, Matter and Modern Ro-
mance, a video exhibition by Los

‘See PAVILION/page 6
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Sen. Inouye seeks sixth, but not last term

(Continued from page 1)

about the President’s troubles: “We
[pohucums] don't want to forget the
main reason for being here, the
well-being of the United States and
[its] citizens.”

For Inouye, now the fourth most
senior member of the Senate, there
have been many firsts in his career,
among them: the first American of
Japanese ancestry to be elected to
either the House or the Senate in
1959; the first congressman to rep-
resent the newly admitted 50th
state of Hawai'.

And there have also been many
accomplishments. There is the part
he played #n the historic redress
movement and the eventual pas-
sage of the Civil Liberties Act of

A recent visit to' Washington, D.

ian- born mother and' a Japan-
born father. For more than 50 years
now he has been married to

Regiment pledged I would do at
some future time.”

hu\a:ow as the JA community en-
wife, Margaret, and they have one a post-Redress era, Inouye be-

son, 34-year-old Daniel Ken Inouye
Jr.

A graduate of the University of
Hawaii and George Washington
University Law School, Inouye had
originally dreamed of being a sur-
geon. Things changed though after
he suffered a devastating injury to
his right arm during WWII as a
fiember of the famous 442nd Reg-
imental Combat team. His heroic
acts during the war were acknowl-
edged with a number of awards, in-
cluding a Distinguished Service
Cross, Bronze Star, and Purple
Heart with cluster.

Inouye’s first endeavor into the

lieves there is an increasing need to
work together in an Asian Pacific
American coalition. “Since AAs are
small in number, but in terms of
success standards they've done
well, they should get together
speak with one voice. Keep in mind
that at this stage in history we all
look alike.

“I think we should open each oth-
ers doors,” he said. “Start walking
into undiscovered rooms and, who
knows?”

ith the completion of
Hawai'i's primary elec-
tions, Inouye is now look-

ing forward to the November efec-

field of politics took place in 1954

C. —(From left): John Tateishi, JACL redress consultant, Sen. Daniel

Inouye, Lori Fujimoto, JACL national vice president of public affairs, Caroline Aoyagi, and Bob Sakani-
wa, JACL Washington D.C. Representative.

1988, legislation that brought repa-
rations and an apology to more
than 81,000 Japanese Americans
interned during World War II. And
there is also his continued support
of American Indians, first as the
chairman of the Committee on In-
dian Affairs from 1989-1994 and
currently as the committee’s vice-

Among his numerous committee
appointments, Inouye is a member
of the Committee on Appropria-
tions; the ranking Democrat on the
Subcommittee on Defense; the
Committee on Commerce, Science
and Transportation; the Conimit-
tee on Rules and Administration;

and also the Senate Democratic

Steering Committee.

Still, there’s not one anwmplish
ment, not a single achievement
that particularly stands out for
him, said the senator. For him, the
rewards of public office do not come
with the signing of a bill or having
his name attached to legislation.
Rather it’s being able to help a son
return to Hawaifi to be at a sick
parent’s bedside or helping a
promising young leader to get a
scholarship.

“People may look at me and say

‘What have you done? but if you'

look at the issues in Hawaif, 90
percent I could take credit for, but I
dmthlhkztothmkthatlmadea

aﬂoat.kzptusmnofmmcmﬂu:t
Myaensed'sahsfnchun and fulfill-

: knowing that I can do cer-
tmndnngsoutxideo{themadlof
?;noat people ... makes you feel

Andevmmdmdaydosema
half century after first entering pol-
itics, Inouye continues to look for-
ward to going into the office each
day. “T start the day looking: for-
ward to the agenda of the moment.
My day is filled with challenges
andmtemmt.lmmndﬂ'myuelf

fortunate p in

when he was elected to the Territo-
rial House of Representatives, prior
to Hawaii being admitted to the
Union. For years afterwards, the
steadily increasing number of JA
politicians looked promising. The
’80s, when Redress was being
fought for on the hill, were the high
point; in addition to Inouye, there
was Spark Matsunaga (D-Hawai)
and Patricia Saiki (R-Hawai%) in
the Senate, and there was Norman
Mineta (D-Calif.), Robert Matsui
(D-Calif.), and Patsy Mink (D-
Hawaif) in the House, all of whom
fought hard for the historic bill

Today, Inouye is the sole JA in
the Senate and only Matsui and
Mink remain in the House. Like
many others, the senator is dis-
heartened with the low n T of
JAs in public office today an
courages young people to ]ook to
politics as a worthwhile career.
“Both {Matsui and Mink] are be-
coming senior citizens. We're in our
70s. I've been urging people to
show interest in the government. |
try to motivate (young peoplel into

ic office.”

Still, he realizes that many peo-
ple look at a life in politics as a sac-
rifice and that young people today
see a career in public office as a
waste of time. “But if the six of us
had adopted that position, Redress

would only be an issue of debate

and that’s all the PC. would be
writing about,” said Inouye.

But thanks to Inouye and other
JA politicians, that is not all that
the P.C. writes about'today. It was
shorﬂypnarwmamgwlﬁxthe
senator that the Department of
Justice held a celebration marking
the completion of the Civil Liber-
ties Act. Although’the legislation
expired on August 10 of this year,
Inouyelooksﬁ!wnldtotheedum
tional works from the
Civil Liberties Public Education
Fund. “The law ends but thousands
of grandchildren will be affected,

myeuserlamhmmﬂyuythatl'

Wﬁﬂ Not too many people can

en. Inouye was born and
raised in/ Hawai§, the eldest
d'bwchﬂdtmtnnﬁawm—

thousands of as a re-

tions, an almost sure victory for
him. His number one concern is the
poor economic climate in his home
state. “While the nation seems to
be enjoying success in the econom-
ic field, we in Hawai'i ... primarily
because of the Asian financial prob-
lem ... are e)q;enenung a sudden
reduction in tourism.” Forty per-
cent of Hawai{'s tourists come from
Japan, but with the recent Asian
turmoil the Japanese are no longer
spending as carelessly as they once
did and are being more frugal with
their yen. Japanese companies too,
usually big investors in Hawaif,
are also holding back.

All of this worries Inouye a4 he
works to get Hawaii's economy
back to health. Over his many
years in office, the senator has seen
much success in bringing needed
federal funds to the islands. “For a
politician, the economy is always a
concern. Voters look to their
leader.”

After all the honors, accomplish-
ments, and successes, Inouye, who
claims to have never taken a vaca-
tion, has no plans yet to call it
quits. At least, not on record. “In
this business one most always keep
in mind ideas, values, and princi-
ples but at the sime time [one]
must be pragmatic,” he-said. “Even
in the event that someone has
plans to leave he wont say that,
he'd be a fool.”

So for the record, Inouye assured
us, “If I can keep on doing the du-
ties, I will extend my career. If
something to be wrong,
I'd be quitting. I dont want to be
:sgsmﬁ.ngthe state on a hospital

But just in case there are any
concerns, Inouye has a cholesterol
reading of 166 and his blood pres-
sure is 130/170. He recently had
cataract surgery so his vision is bet-
ternawthmn.’lhammyeun,m
longer requiring corrective lenses.
’lhonlypoﬂanhemthmkd‘u
his left arm, which has a lot of scar
tissue build up ﬁ'om years of

Republican nominee credits
crossover Democrat votes for
her win in Hawai'‘i primaries

HONOLULU—Linda Lingle,

* Republican mayor @f Maui,

thanked the significant number
of Hawaiians who normally vote
Democrat for crossing over to
vote Republican, thereby helping
her win her party’s nomination
for the November governor’s
race.

The Democratic Party has
dominated Hawaif's politics for
many years; the state has not
had a Republican ‘governor since
1962, and Democrats usually get
twice as many votes as all the
other parties combined. But an
eight-year slowdown in econom-
ics, including a drop in tourism
and an increase in bankruptcies,
have all apparently resulted in a
desire for change. More votes

were cast for Republican candi-
dates overall In this primary,
with Lingle receiving 69 percent
in her race alone.

“] know that many of you have
never votéd for a Republican be-
fore, or worked on a campaign for
a Republican,” Lingle said at a
victory celebration. “This election
is not about Republicans and De-
mocrats. It's about the future of
our state.”

But incumbent Democratic
Governor Ben Cayetano, whom
Lingle will face in the November
elections, disputed her state-
ment. “You can't fool us. [Republi-
cans and Democrats] is exactly
what this election is all absut. We
Democrats have built this state,”
he said. B

Gen. Shinseki’s appointment to
No. 2 position in the Pentagon

Former Kauai, Hawaif, resi-
dent Eric Shinseki, 55, the first
Asian American to wear four
stars as a general, has been cho-
sen to become vice chief of staff of
the Army, the
Army’s No. 2
man; the ap-
pointment 1s
subject to
Senate confir-
mation.

As a lieu-
tenant gener-
al, Shinseki
has been
serving in the
Pentagon as the Ariny’s deputy
chief of staff for operations and
plans. In addition to command-
ing all United States Army forces

Shinseki

“awaits Senate confirmation

in Europe, he is currently the
commanding general of- NATO
land forces in central Europe and
the stabilization force presently
deployed in the former Yugoslavia
Republic of Bosnia-Herzegovina
Previously, he spent seven years
in Europe as commander with the
7th Cavalry and the 3rd Infantry
Division and also served in Italy
with the Allied Land Forces in
South Europe.

Shinseki was wounded twice in
the Vietnam War; his many
awards include the Distinguished
Service Medal and the Purple
Heart. Born in Lihue, Hawaii, he
is a graduate of Kauai High
School and the U.S. Military
Academy, with a master’s degree
from Duke University. B

Clinton names Koh as
assistant secretary of state

The president announced on
Sept. 9 his intent to nominate
Professor Harold ju Koh for
assistant secretary of state for
democracy, human rights and labar.

Koh, of New Haven, Conn., is
professor of international law
and director of the Orville H.
Schell, Jr., Center for Interna-
tional Human Rights at Yale Law
School.

Koh has clerked for Judge Mal-
colm Richard Wilkey of the Unit-
ed States Court of Appeals for the
D.C. Circuit and for Justice Har-
ry A Blackmun of the U.S. Su-
preme Court, and has worked as
an attorney at the U.S. Depart-
ment of Justice.

He has written extensively on
human rights, constitutional law,
and international relations, law,
and business transactions .

Koh .was chosen 1997 Out-

standing Lawyer of the Year by

the Asian American Bar Associa-
tion of New York for his human
rights work and has been recog-
nized by American maga-
zine as one of America’s 45 lead-
ing public sector lawyers under
the age of 45.

He is a graduate of Harvard
University, with an honors bach-
elor of science degree from Ox-
ford University, and a J.D. from
Harvard Law School, and has
been invited to lecture at univer-
sities both here and abroad. As a
lawyer, he fought for the rights of
Haitian refugees to present their
claims for political asylum, ex-
plaining that his own parents
were political refugees fmm Ko-
Tea in 1948.

If his nomiination is approved
by the Senate, Koh will advise
the secretary of state on policy im-
plementation relevant to democ-
racy, human rights and labor. B

Miyake Santos, Tokuda take Democratic
nominations in Seattle’s primary electlons

the 37r.h District, l:ecause the

mamedtoai‘xhpmnbaswonthe
Democratic nomination in the
state’s primaries for Position 1 in
the 37th District of the state

Santmlsexpectedbowmeanly
House of R -Republi -
Sham'lhnikohﬁyake&ntm datemt.haNovunheelem
mcaved31:2pmeentd'ﬁ:evotm The Poslhon 2 Democratic
in the heavily D tic district for the same district
that is almost equally divided was taken by the incumbent, Kip
among African Americans, with a whopping 87 per-
Whites and Asians. Santos grad- cent of the votes against nomi-
uated State Col-* nees from the Republican and
lege and has a master’s the Freedom Socialist parties;
w University. ‘Tokuda is also expected to win in
ARepublican has never wonin  the Novemper elections.
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Florin JACL honors four scholars  PSWD celebrates completion of cml liberties act

On July 18 members were
welcomed to Florin JACLs 1998
Member

,neu'mg'

s ot 2o

in and ethnic s
University of Cahﬁmna at
Riverside n

v&‘xlﬂdsl,oomm

a

furtlfer their academic studies.

Members of the scholarship

committee were Etsu Hui, Stan
i .l

(From left) Chapter president Rick Uno, Brian Sakamoto, Ryap Nakano,
Erica Nakamura, chapter president Karen Tomine, sdnlarshpdwrper
son Kimi Kaneko, (Kristy Kunisaki not pictured).

Kunisaki, at-
SantaClmUmvemity

Ventura County hosts Japanese festival
“Celebrating Our Heritage” in Camarillo

The Ventura County JACL will
be hésting its 8th annual Japan-
ese cultural festival, “Celebrating
Our Heritage,” on Oct. 11 from 3-
6 p.m. at the Camarillo Commu-
nity Center, 1605 E. Burnley St.
(corner of Carmen) in Camarillo.

The event will feature a new
local group, the Togen Daiko
Taiko Group from Oxnard, with
the thunderous sounds of Japan-
ese festival drums. There will
also be demonstrations of kendo,
the ancient martial art of the
sword, by sensei Mikio Hattanda
and his group, and karate, the

. weaponless form of self-defense,
performed by instructor Victor
Young and hig students from Ca-
marillec. Members of the Miyagi
Nosho Okinawa dance group will
perform a short program of Oki-
nawandances.

Jn the exhibit area, instructor
Cohhaku Tarhai and his students
will demonstrate sumi-€ brush
painting and the Oxnard Sumi-é
Club will demonstrate Japanese
brush, painting. A display of
Japanese dolls in traditional cos-
tume will be accompanied by &

“For more information,
805/655-5030. B

demonstration of their delicate
costuming and construction. A
sushi-making lesson will be fol-
lowed by a free sampling of the
popular Japanese appetizer and
other Japanese foods. For the
children, there will be craft ta-
bles, with an opportunity to learn
about origami, the art of paper
folding, and other Japanese
crafts

In the patio area, there will be
ongoing storytelling of Japanese
stories and legends for the chil-
dren, and the Ventura County
Koi Society will offer an exhibit of
koi, or Japanese carp. There will
also be an exhibit of the artful im-
plements used in chanoyu, or tea
ceremony, and a demonstration
by sensei Fumi Akutagawa and
her students offering guests a
chance to try the Japanese tea
and sweets.

This festival*is sponsored by
the Ventura County Chapter to
share with the community the
beauty of the Japanese culture.
call

M JOB REOPENING

{Continued from page 1)

former board chair of the federal-
ly-sponsored Civil Liberties Pub-
lic Education Fund (CLPEF), Mi-
talked about the role and
impact of redress not only in the
lives of Japanese Americans but
in the larger thread of history.
But while “redress revitalized
the Japanese American commu-
nity” and “empowered us as indi-
viduals,” he said, it hasnt “fun-
damentally altered race rela-
tions, basic institutions or legal
precendents.” The real impact, he
believes, will show itself more
subtly as the lessons of redress
slowly infiltrate the “minds and

'nowreadzngmnhndofbad

lash, saying, we are going to
demonstrate that we have not
greater rights than American cit-
izens, butemmlngblx and that
means participating at the high-
estleveladpowa
A representative frof the of-
fice of U.S. Senator (and Fong’s
poll-rival in the upcoming elec-
tion) Barbara Boxer (D-Calif))
also sent her greeﬁngs and well
wishes to those in atténdance.
Other notable - politicians who
made an appearanoe at ~the
awards dinner included George
Nakano, George Kiriyama, Ran-
di Tahara and Lee Baka.
Among the several recipients

mnmalJA(X‘mmm

bent when the 1988 Civil Liber-
ties Act was

dress and Reparations (NCRR),
which originated from the Na-
tional JACL Redress Committee

QUEM LEW PHOTO

Representatives of NCRR pose here after receiving the Civil Rights Award.

hearts” of the American public.
's moving address was
prmded by the evening’s kickoff,
o performance by
Jodmku oft.he Umvennty of Cali-
fornia at Irvine, with newscast-
ers Susan Hirasuna of Fox Chan-
nel 11 News and Frank Buckley
of KCAL TV Channel 9 News co-
emceeing the event.

California’s Republican candi-
date in the upcoming U.S. sena-
torial race; Matt Fong, made a
brief appearance to extend his
congratulations and to solicit
support for his campaign. Speak-
ing of the support he’s received
from Asian American communi-
ties so far, Fong told the Pacific
Citizen that “it’'s been an un-
precedented show of unity. Asian
Americans across the country are

honored at the dinner were JACL
{asaaki Hiro

Award winners M na-
ka, an active participant in the
San Diego JACL for over 40

years, and George Ogawa,
posthumously, an aemspece engi-
neer who, as a cvil -rights ac-
tivist, was a staunch supporter of
the JACL and the redress cam-

)fge National JACL Award
went to George Aratani, founder
of renowned com ies Mxkasa,
Kenwood and co KK in
Tokyo, and Manabi Hirasaki,
who until last year worked for
one of the largest strawberry
growers in the country and con-
tinues to volunteer his time with
the Japanese American National
Museum.

The Redress Award was pre-
sented to four individuals: Hi-

ETCHED GLASS
JACL COFFEE MUGS

Help Support the East Los Angeles Chapter’s

Program Director-Education

Citizens League (JACL) is seeking an enel orga-
Mbeoor'gmsin?\l-m

e of the JACL's national education
progmswgud&vadmnnkmmmandemmm Cclege
Mmamhwm or general education

more responsible
mmw&mmmmwwm
issues and concems. Must be experienced in the use of computer technology and
emaill.
Excellent fringe benefit package provided. C: ive salary srate with
Send resume mmwnm1m&ma San Francisco,

Youth Scholarship Program
These distinctive 10 oz. glass coffee
mugs with the etched JACL symbol
_will show everyone your pride in

the JACL . down to the last drop!

$10 S— -
Please make checks payabie fo: EMLA.J.A.CL
990 Brightwood St., Monterey Park, CA 91754-6205

experience.
CAQC‘HSONE(DMSBS‘IWI Emalled

I.n'nn:drum
& Assistant to CEO

The JACL séeks an Administrative Assistant to the National Director who will han-
de & variety of clerical,
tes. Involves a of
mwmmmuwummm
fions of the JACL Headquarters office.
Posilions requires &t least a two year college degree and/or degree in dlerical or

wwmm-ummwh and
mwmmmem:ﬁd L o
mnm‘%ﬂﬁmbh dm:mmm
o . .- % 4 T #53ne tele-
phone systems, copiers, postige meters, ekc. with nonprofit organtz

mmmmw  plus. 2k

salary commensuraie
or lotier 10: JACL, 1765 Sutter St., San Frandisco,
cluns«d-unmmun-mm

[l JOB REOPENING
Regional Director

in the late "70s.

“This is something that I'll look
back on and say, this is one of the
veal high points of my life,” said
Shigekuni, for whom it was a
double win as the JACL be-
stowed its Civil Rights Award
upon NCRR for its umtmum%lesf;
forts to fight for redress —
for Japanese Americans
the '80s and more recently for
Japanese Latin Americans
who've been denied comparable

compensation.
“T give the people in NCRR a
whole lot of credit ... ,” he contin-

ued. “They had a lot of education-
al forums and, although JACL
was active in Congress where it

See PSW/page 6

ED SATO
Plumping & Heating
Remodel and Repairs, Water Heaters
Fumaces, Garbage Disposals

Serving Los Angeles, Gardsna
(213) 321-6610, 293-7000, 733-0557

ALOHA PLUMBING
Lic. #440840
—SINCE 1922— -
777 Junipero Serra Dr.
San Gabriel, CA 81776
(213) 283-0018

SAN GABRIEL VHIAGE |
235 W. Fairview Ave.
San Gabriel, CA” 91776
(213) 283-5685
(818) 289-5674

SOUP TO SUSHI
h”“dum
New Deluxe ¢
Binder Cookbook
Over 600 Recipes
$18 (plus $3 handiing)
586 N 5th St ;
San Jose, CA 85112
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‘NJAMF looks for support PSWD celebrates completion

in Central California

(Continued from page 3)

in D.C, there are currently a
number of monument projects on
the West Coast look-

™

democracy.”

“Our compelling story is an
American story that needs to be
memorialized,” said Takahashi.

ing for funds from
the JA community.
Although Chiogioji
understands the im-
portance of all of |
these endeavors he
points out that the
Memorial in D.C. is
unique. “This monu-
ment is going to be-
long to the United
State¢ of America.
None of the other
monuments are of
that ilk. It's a great
opportunity for the
community to be
proud of.” The JA
community’s only re-
sponsibility is to
raise the necessary
funds to build the
monument, he said.
Once it’s erected, the
U.S. government will
take care of the
memorial in perpetu-
ity. -
The monument “is
only the beginning of
a long educational
process,” said Her-
bert Yamanishi,
JACL national direc-
tor. “After all, redress was about
education.” He added, “a lot of
people still do not know the story
[of internment]. We have to have
a multiple approach to educating
people. That’s what [the monu-
ment] is all about.

“Washington D.C. is the con-
science of America,” said Yaman-
ishi. “[This monument] sets the
tone for who we are and where
we start to engage in America’s

Artist Noe Yamabe poses with the scrail he
designed for the National Japanese Ameri-
can Memorial Foundation

“I can't think of a more inspiring
and more magnificent way to
bring closure to the 20th century
and to move into the 21st centu-
ry” B

For more information, contact
Memorial Foundation,
Street, N.W., Suite 500, Washing-

ton, D.C. 20036, 202/861-8845,
fax: 202/861-8848.

JANM unveils new Pavilion

(Continued from page 3)

Angeles-based brothers, Bruce
and Norman Yonemoto.

As expectation continues to
mount, Bruce Kaji, a member of
JANM's board of trustees, reflect-
ed on the determination and
hard work that went into this
project. “It's not one man’s
dream, it’s [the result] of many
people who wanted to see some-

experiencing a number of

in recent times. Several
family-run businesses and pri-
vately-owned cafes in Little
Tokyo have closed or been shut
down, while larger cultural insti-
tutions, including the Japanese
American Cultural and Commu-
nity Center (JACCC), the Union
Center for the Arts (old
East/West Players) and the na-

of 1988 Civil Liberties Act

(Continued from page 5)

really counted, I think the NCRR
really “ignited the community,
particularly the people who were
non-JACL, the grassroots peo-
ple.”

JACL’s honoring of NCRR was
an especially significant gesture
because it, at least formally, sig-
nalled a reconcilation and new-
found understanding between
two organizations that previous-
ly had allowed past differences,
especially over where credit was
due, to eclipse their common

goals.

“[Though] the fight for redress
is not over,” said NCRR president
Richard Katsuda in his accep-
tance speech, “it started the
process of bringing together
many in the community Who
were divided by the wartime ex-
perience.”

“It is in the spirit of collabora-
tion that this award is being giv-
en [to NCRR] tonight,” Katsuda
said.

Shigekuni agreed, “T think it's
very appropriate that JACL is
recognizing .the role that NCRR
had. Even though we didn’t work
together very much — in fact, we
didn't work together at all — I
think we learned something from
it. I'd like to think that perhaps
by giving the award, it can lead to
a closer working relationship in
the future for both of our organi-
zations.”

he PSWD Awards Dinner

I follows the recent Depart-
ment of Justice ceremony

in Washington, D.C., which cele-
brated the conclusion of the Civil
Liberties Act of 1988, the 10-year
program designed to co: te
Japanese Americans who Wwere
evacuated and interned during

World War II. It also marked the
epilogue of the $ederally-spon-
sored Civil Liberties Public Edu-
cation Fund (CLPEF).

“The ending of the whole pro-
gram is bittersweet in the sense
that I really felt we_were able to
achieve a lot with not a lot of re-
sources,” i said, in an in-
terview with the Pacific Citizen.
“We were able to fund the types
of projects that we thought would
have an influence on the con-
sciousness of the American pub-
lic. But at the same time I'm a lit-
tle bit saddened by the idea that
for 30 years we've been fighting
this fight, it gave us an identity, it
gave us a reason to live in a
sense; and now it’s ending.

“It was a learning process that
[unfortunately] we had ornly one
opportunity to go through,” he
added, reflecting onthe experi-
ence. Although overall he regards
the project as a success, Minami
admits, “I do wish we had a lot
more maney ... There were pro-
jects that were worthy but didn't
get money or didn't get enough
money. There were projects that I
think we made mistakes on and
others that maybe in retrospect
we should've funded more. But
given the time constraints and
resource constraints, 'm not sure
we could have done [much more.]

But the completion of redress

and the CLPEF program should
encourage not just a n c
look back but a hopeful look to-
wards the future. “What I real-
ized was that this was a dream
attained, but 1t also is a dream
which remains,” Minami said in
his speech.
“I can't tell what impact it’s go-
ing to have [at this point]. We
know what we hope, but we don't
know what will be.”

Perhaps most compelling,
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then, were the questisns he
posed at the end of his address as
to the place of redress in a larger
continuum of history. “Have we
taught an enduring lesson?” Mi-
nami asked. “Have we left a per-
manent legacy”

His own hope for the future,
though unforeseeable now, lies
with ongoing education and the
telling of personal stories. “Even
though the CLPEF program is
legally at an end, the [California
Civil Liberties Public Education
Grant Program) that we spun off,
the project that we funded, will
continue to develop into educa-
tion not only for Japanese Ameri-
cans but for all Americans,” he
told the PC

And now that Gov. Wilson has
officially signed AB 1915, the bill
sponsored by Assemblyman Mike
Honda (D-San Jose) which, with
a $1 million allotment, seeks to
extend education about the in-
ternment at the California state
level just as the federal CLPEF
program extended education at
the national level, the legacy of
CLPEF will ‘live on for at least
another three years.

“I think the California program
now becomes a centerpiece for ed-
ucating the public,” Minami said.
“This is the first state that has
enacted [a bill] and ... I think it
will be a model that other states
can use to form their own CLPEF
program.”

The resounding message to
emerge from the evening was the
call to rise above past hindrances
and to confront the future’s real
challenge, which, as Minami
posed, 1s to redefine redress,
what victory is, and to under-
stand that redress is not simply
$20,000 and an apology, but also
a larger vision of equal justice for
Americans of all colors.

“The true victory,” he declared
in his formal address, “must be
defined in the context of the
[broader] civil rights struggle.” B

HELP WANTED
Eam up to $500 per wk
assembling products at
home. No experience.
Info 1-504-646-1700.
DEPT. CA-1680

IVE
TRAC/TRLR DRIVERS
Koch T Needs

. memw .
egional, Long Haul, or Team
¥ Dedicated

:
H

:
g

e
i
i

Big
Hiit
ge¥f-
3; B
LHT]

§§§§5§§ ,
il
E233,%
g
L

a
E
;




. 4

F the hundreds of thou-

sands — no, make that

millions — of words writ-
ten about the imprisonment of
Japanese Americans during the
late wér, few make reference to
Kooskia (pnmounced KOOS-key)
detention camp in sparsely popu-
lated northern Idaho.

There was no fence around
Kooskia in a beautiful mountain
valley. There were no women or
children there. Clear, cold
streams ran through the area and
many of the 256 prisoners, bought
$2 licenses to fish for trout in
their leisure time. Workers, who
had volunteered for road con-
struction, were paid $55 per
month plus room and board in
contrast to the $19 top pay in the
WRA camps,

I knew nothing of Kooskia until
Dr. Priggilla Wegars, research as-
sociate and volunteer curator of
the Asian American Comparative
Collection at the University of
Idaho, sent me a copy of her thor-
oughly documented 1998 re-

search paper on the camp.

Called Kooskia Internment
Camp, it was at the end of a prim-
itive 31-mile road from the town
of Kooskia which at the time had
a population of 300. The nearest
city was Lewiston, population
20,000, 110 miles distant.

The history of the Kooskia
camp goes back to the 1930s
when the depression-era Civilian
Conservation Corps were brought
in to work on a highway linking
Igmstan with Missoula, Mont.,

220 miles away. The CCC work-
ers left after two years and the
U.S. Bureau of Prisons sent con-
victs there to continue work on
the proposed highway. By early
1943, the Bureau , faced
with reduced funding, abandoned
the camp.

The Immigration and Natural-
ization Service, which had been in
charge of the Issei internees jailed
by the FBI immediately after the
outbreak of war, was looking for
an isolation camp for “trouble-
some” prisoners. But in the talks

that followed, federal officials
came up with the idea of inviting
Japanese aliens in Justice De-

partment internmeht centers to .

move to Kooskia and work on the
highway.

The first group of valunteers —
104 men from the Santa Fe in-
ternment camp.— arrived in May
1943. They found falrlyeomﬁm.
able barracks, a well

Troubled in paradise

LTHOUGH there have been
hundreds if not thousands

of different locations and involved
thousands of people both inside
and outside the gates of the camps.

kitchen, a recreation hall, beauti-
ful scenery and other amenities,
but no medical facilities at first.
Virtually all the Japanese were
middle-aged with little or no ex-
perience in heavy road labor. Yet

The
ternees assigned to kitchen and
laundry duty were given only 80
cents a day, which resulted in
some dissatisfaction until the
higher paid workers agreed to
share their pay.

Discipline was loose. The cen-
teen sold beer, among ‘other
things, and the men could gambl

Though we have a pretty good un-
derstanding about some topics,
there are plenty of others about
which we know very little.

One of the virtues of the recently
published Remembering Heart
Mountain: Essays on Japanese
American Internment in Wyoming
(edited and contributions by Mike
Mackey, Powell, Wyoming: West-
ern History Publications) is that it
delves into some of those stories
about which we know little. It also
illustrates some of the  tensions
which exist among those who do re-
search on the camps, illuminating
some of the issues around which

The sixteen pieces in this volume
mostly stem ﬁ-om a mnfemnce -

at night-if they wished. " There
were English and other classes,
‘Buddhist and Christian services
on Sunday, and even occasional
shopping expeditions to Lewiston.
And some of the men were visited
by their Nisei offspring who ob-
tained leave from the WRA

camps.

Kooskia Internment Camp was
closed in May 1945 as more and
more of the Issei won releases and
replacing worn out equipment be-
came difficult. Today, Wegars
writes, “Except for a concrete slab
where the water tower once stood,
and level areas that held the for-
mer buildings, almost nothing re-
mains to remind us of the Kooskia
Internment Camp's contribution
to Japanese American history.”

The road they worked on now is
part of U.S. Highway 12. B

Hosokawa is the former editonal
page editor for the Denver Post. His
column appears regularty in the Pa-
cific Citizen.

Gover\i\or signs AB 1915

(Continued from page 1)
be $3 million over three years.
e Creates two categories of
grant programs:
1. Educate the p

ic regarding
the history and lessons of the
World War II exclusion, . removal

and detention of ns of
Japanese ancestry | :ltll;

distribution of new educational
materials and the development of
curriculum materials to comple-
ment and augment resources cur-
rently available on this subject
matter.

tations, speaker bureaus, and ex-
hibitions for ‘presentation to ele-

e Allows the following entities
to apply for funds: nonprofit orga-
nizations, four-year colleges and
universities, cultural institutions,
arts organizations, and communi-
ty organizations, individual
artists, writers, journalists, schol-
ars and educam units of gov-
emment and consortia comp

tled “J; History:
The Heart Mountam Experience”
which was held at Northwest Col-

tain is one of the better researched
camps, there is still much in this
volume which breaks new ground.

Some comes from the point of
view of those on the outside. Philip
J. Roberts writes about the reac-
tion of Wyoming residents to the
camp, while editor Mackey’s piece
looks at ways. Wyoming residents
sought economic benefit from the

camp.
New perspectives from the in-
side are also included. In his ac-
count of the history of the Heart

Camp stories

Mountain hospital and the causes
of a 1943 strike by hospital work-
ers, University of Washington pro-
fessor Louis Fiset portrays a frus-
trated and bickering group of
Japanese -American doctors dash-
ing with authoritarian and-cultur-
ally i itive C Fnmn sy »
trators and demoralized sypport
staff., Former Heart Mountain hos-
pital nurse Velma Kessel’s recollec-

tions paint a dramatically different*

picture of the hospital

Then there are the controversies.
Former Heart Mountain Sentinel
editor Bill Hosokawa devotes most
of his of the paper to

By Brian Nilya

:

mestly written at the time as 2 re-
sult of one of three research projects
researchers

to Heart Mountain and two other
mmpsomeKnmh in 1944. ANi-
sei from Nebraska, Kuroki had
flown 30 bomber missions over Eu-
rope and 28 more in the Pacific, be-
coming one of the most famous Ni-
sei war heroes of the time. As such,
he was sent to visit three camps to
“encourage” Nisei to enlist in the
military. As you might expect, views
of Kuroki and his visits vary de-

ding on whom you ask. Using

attacking previous characteriza-
tions of the Sentinel by Lauren
Kessler and Douglas Nelson. The
main point of contention seems to
be whether or not the Sentinel en-
joyed true fréedom of the press and
represented the views of the major-
ity of the camp population.

The draft resistance issue is also
covered here, though little is added
to what we already know. Former
Heart Mountain dissident and Uni-
versity of Hawaii professor Frank
T. Inouye outlines the history of the
Fair Play Committee while
archivist Eric Biitner describes
some of the court documents on the
draft resistance cases which are
available at the Rocky Mountain re-
gional branch of the National
Archives. On the other side of the
coin is a piec® by Heart Mountain
draftee and 442nd veteran Sam Fu-
jishin which outlines his experi-
ence.

My favorite pieces in the volume
are by Art Hansen and Lane
Hirabayashi, two scholars doing
some of the most interesting work
on camp.

Hirabayashi’s piece describes
some of the voluminous written
sources on the camps which were

archival sources and contemporary
interviews with-Kuroki and others
who were at Heart Mountain at the
time of his visit, Hansen brilliantly
weaves a tile of differing definitions
of “loyaity” and “heroism” and sug-
gests that we might make room for
all of them in how we think about
the camp period. It is a remarkably
even handed account of a very sen-
sitive topic.

As a whole, the volume makes a
substantial contribution to the vo-
luminous literature on camp. In
part because most of the articles are
written by non-academics, the book
should be quite accessible to non-
specialists while being useful to
professional scholars at the same
time

While many of us get tired of
hearing about camp sometimes
(I've been known to voice such feel-
ings myself on occasion), works
such as this one are useful for
teaching us something unfamiliar
or showing us new ways to think
about the familiar. It's an important
lesson, because there is still so
much more to learn. @

Bnaervyasarnenberolme
Honolulu JACL

ABndgeAcrossmePadﬂc

the Pacific.” These

“Iwant to become a bridge
were the words of Dr. Inazo

generations — from Dr. Nitobe to
my grandfather, to my mother, and
to me.

Dr. Nitobe’s life coincided with
Japan's Westernization which be-
ganmlSGBmthd;eMeJIEmAs

ing uon-ﬁtnp from Misawa in
northern “Japan to Wenatchee,
Wi

‘ashington. .
These heroes of the Pacific were

that erupted into World War IL
Nevertheless, the flight was a land-

of any of the entities listed.

For further information on AB
1915, contact Honda's office at
916/445-8243 or by e-mail at hon-
damm@asm.ca.gov. B
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JA fire administrator appointed s uwdesandbie 'o Vs 1 vas resed in San Francics
. Sﬂvasmnbm—G«dmA soreone who is an expert admin-  Soul of Japan. It was a bestseller  and at school. I have lived in Japan
Aoyagi, 53, of Rockville, was istrator,” D said. at the turn of the century and is three times, first as a child, then'as
puntadeulySl,lsw wthe Aoyagi has been with the coun- ilable today. The pinnacle & college exch and fi-
meyﬁn-d- ty government since '1985. He ) of his career was his appoi nally as a working adult. The first
ez u served as general malat:'af; as - Gmalﬂ:'the ;I.nu, mmvedam
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:ﬁmﬁdm Aoyagi's abil- member Fire and Rescue Com- mous is trans- i ly, we were a curiosi-
ity. = mission, and manage day-to-day flight and hero Charles Lindbergh, — lods who
“I dont see this as a job that fire and rescue services in the but fw know the names of the two  Japanese who could speak anly irm-
needs someane who is a fire and  county and. enforce disciplinary who, pis P .
rescue expert, but rather /for action.®

By Emily Murase

A family fradition that spans the Pacific

oped quickly as we shared stories
about life in the United States.
Living in Japan as an exchange
student durmg my junior year in
aﬂ.lege,l modern Japanese
history, tracing the lives of Dr. Ni-
(obenndotha‘swboplayedlmpur
tant roles in U.S.Japan relations.
The last time | was in Japan, I
worked for AT&T Japan on joint
development projects between
teams of Japanese and American
software developers. Managing
cultural differences

was a daily

part of my work._
Currently, as part of my doctoral
reaealdantShnfad,lnmhohng

about the lnwrn:a,‘a

mmanyofwhanm&umewn
mesmm
mvﬂqudmbeapan
d’dnsm Like Dr. Nitobe, my
grandfather, and my mother, I, too,
strive to be a bridge across the Pa-
cific. @
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East Wind

tled Minding My Ps & Qss,

Aug. 21-Sept. 3, 1998), the
subject was Nihon-go (Japanese
language), its jiten (dictionary),
and hatsu-on (pronunciations). I
mentioned that there’s no ‘L,
“Qr
that during WWII a cartoonist
(Milton Caniff) postulated a test
for exposing a Japanese person by
having the suspect try to pro-
nounce “faultless fortress,” and go
on. An anonymous reader from
Seattle (the postmark on the en-
velope) ascribed the Japanese
language entanglement betwgen

IN A PREVIOUS' column (ti-

“L” and “R” to the phonetics as-_

signed to the “ra, ri, ru, re, ro”

group in the Japanese alphabet. -
Thus (s)he — yes, women readers /

send in critiques, some of them
scathing — points to aberrations
such as “flesh fruit,” “expless
truck,” and a Japanese transla-
tion into English which came out
“T love my whore family.” This
Seattle reader closed with a
tongue-incheek  observation:
“What a gleat diffelence a couple
of lettels can make.”,

WHICH REMINDS ME of a
story which reputedly is true.
Many of you have heard the story.
1did not personally witness it, but
1 did see a photograph of the inci-
dent. But photographs can be doc-
tored; even moving pictures can
be manipulated such as various
U.S. presidents appearing in the
movie Forrest Gump, and the
amazing pictorial illusions creat-
ed in the movie Titanic. Anyway,
when General Douglas Mac-
Arthur returned from Japan to
the United States and there was
serious talk of his possible candi-
dacy for the office of the President
of the United States —
MacArthur was revered by the
Japanese (the General’s tenure in

or “X” section in the jiten;

By Bill Marutani

Dabbling in Nihon-go
. TN

Japan was referred to as
“MacArthur One” et seq., a la
Japanese .custom of marking the
years by the Emperor’s reign) —
the news was received by the
Japanese with much enthusiasm.

‘Banners of encouragement were

strung from buildings, one of
them reading “General Mac-
Arthur: We pray for your success-
ful erection.”

GETTING BACK to the Japan-
ese alphabet, I've been unable to
resolve the seeming inconsistency
in pronouncing that line of “let-
ters” that go “ha, hi, hu, he, ho.”
It's the “hu” segment that trips
me up. A check of the jiten shows

“no Japanese words that start

Avith “hu—." There is a section in

/ the jiten that starts with “F” with

the first “fu” entry being the des-
ignation of “fu” being applicable to
three prefectures of Japan: Tokyo-
fu, Osaka-fu and Kyoto-fu. I'm
sure that at the M.LS. School at
Ft. Snelling} the instructors gave
a reason why these three metro-
politan areas were dubbed “fu,”
but today I'd flunk that question
on the exam. Except for Hokkai-
do, all the others are “ken” as in
Hiroshima-ken. .

I'D ALSO FLUNK numerous
other examination questions. For
example, a reader asked me the
difference among the three terms
by which a dictionary is known:
4i-biki, ji-sho and ji-ten.” T've
checked the kanji (Chinese char-
acters) for each of these three
terms, seeking some clue as to dif-
ferentiation. No luck. But I'll keep
looking.

And one of these days.... B

After leaving the bench, Marutani
resumed practicing law in Philadel-
phia. He regularty writes for the Pa-
cific Citizen.

M stuck. Even though I have

been writing this column for

only a little over a year, it is
getting increasingly difficult to
come up with things to write
about. Every two weeks as the day
of my deadline draws near, I rack
my brain hoping that it will think
of something at least rnargma}ly
entertaining and meaningful to
develop into a column. Sometimes
1 am lucky, and will be inspired by
something that happens in my
own personal life, but more often
than not these days, I struggle till
the last minute to think of an ap-
propriate writing topic.

What's strange is that I thought
the more one wrote, the easier the
process became. In my case, the
opposite is true. When 1 first be-
gan writing this column, I had a
Iot to get off my chest, so many
things 1 felt very strongly about
and wanted to discuss, that being
a columnist was deceivingly easy.

Whether | wanted to write
about injustices or insensitivity in
mainstream society, issues con-
cerning Hapas, or about the mer-
its or.contradictions in the Japan-
ese American community at large,
1 was never at loss for a topic. |
was happy to have something to
say and to have a forum in which
my voice could be heard.

These days, however, I seem to
have lost a lot of the indignation or
anger that prompted me to write
in the . Mcybe 'm mel-
lowing with age, but now I can't
seem to get upset enough about
any particular thing to go on and
on about it for 800 words or so. In
part, this is because the more |
write and experience, the more I
come to see that nothing I write
about is new: contradictions with-
in the community, struggles with
cultural identity and preservation,
conflicts between generations —

Very Truly Yours

OR A CHANGE, after an

absence of some 50 years, I

revisited the state of Texas
several weeks ago — Houston, to
be precise. On that Friday, tropi-
cal storm “Frances” dropped sev-
eral inches of rain. Some sections
got 12 inches in 12 hours; one
neighborhood reported .10 inches
in a matter of hours as their bay-
ous (elsewhere theyre called
creeks, in California rivers) over-
flowed the banks while people
were waking up to'go to work.
One news photo caught a chap
wading chest-deep through mud-
dy waters while crossing the
street.

Viewing the disaster on televi-
sion, I saw that the freeways lead-

with the sewers unable to catch
all the rain, the highway was a lit-
tle lake irrno time. Three city
busses got stuck in the rising wa-
ters as

minute, of Venice, Italy. Yes,
“Frances” will be hard to forget.
* * *

Arrangements to meet some
Houston JACLers that night
were postponed for Saturday af-
ternoon. Lily and Mas Yamasaki,
our one-time Dayton mentors
now retired in Houston, intro-
duced us to Texas-born chemical
engineer George Hirasaki (who
was on his way to The Hague for
business) and his wife Darlene,
and Dr. Daniel Watanabe, who is
-about as knowledgeable as they
come on the Asian American
scene in southeastern Texas.

One grand lady we had to mieet
in Houston was someone who had

appeared annually in the P.C.
1000 Club Honor Roll —Mary K.
Sutow, when there wasn't a JACL
chapter there.

A pre-war JACLer, she had
worked with the Saburo Kidos,
Larry Tajiris, Mike Masaoka and
the Hito’Okadas, all JACL pio-
neers. She volunteered at head-
quarters in San Francisco and
Salt Lake City during the hectic
years. Her

Guadalupe-born
latehusbapdDr Wataru W. Su-
tow was a medical student at
Stanford when the war broke out.

By Harry K. Honda

‘Frances’ will be hard to forget

was intensively involved in re-
search of children with solid tu-
mors at the M.D. Appleton Hospi-
tal and Tumor Institute in Hous-
ton, where he spent nearly 30
years.

The surprising sight for me was
to see his vast collection of
seashells in his home library. He
was also a notable conchologist.
Probably that word is appearing
for the first time in the PC
columns.

= o=

Here’s a twist to the “Jap Road”
controversy which has stirred
Beaumont. The Koreans in Hous-
ton have a growing population,
about 20,000 today, with the hxgh

Wiriter’'s block

L
all these things have existed from
the beginning and will always ex-
ist, whether I choose to write
about them or not.

If this is the case, I have begun
to wonder, what more can I really

add? Bes!dﬁ the issues that exist

within the community have been

discussed to death and I guess I

don't want to feel as though I am

to the converted or beat-

ing a dead horse. That doesn't
seem too productive, somehow.

Furthermore, when writing
about a particular issue, I often
feel as though my responsibility is
to take a firm position on it and
voice my arguments and opinions
in the hopes of swaying the minds
of others. When '] first started

rriting, this was easy. I knew ex-
actl) where I steod, where I felt
others were 1gnorart or at least
misinformed, and I knew what I
needed to say. Now, however, [ am
not that sure about anything, least
of all my own opinion. I have come
mseematxtxsxeryd_\ﬂicullwcm
icize anything and take sides —
every side, every position is essen-
tially flawed in some way, and if
that’s true, who am I to say that
any side is better than another?
Granted, there are a few debates
where 1 would be able to take a
firm position, but most issues
within the community are not so
clear cut and neat.

I also frequently write about
personal experiences ini the hopes
that other people can relate to
some of what I have gone through.
Interestingly, these columns have

health

By Mika Tanner

received the most positive re-
sponse, since it is really true that
human experience is universal.
However, how personal can I get
without seeming mv.‘lulgent'7
even worse — bori

I am reluctant to air every little
detail of my life just to have some-
thing to write about—anything I
write about should have a pur-
pose. And how can what I write
about have a purpose or at least
some kind of message if I haven't
gotten things figured out yet? My
own life seems so confused and
messy that it-is hard to figure it
out long.enough to write about it
And if Pm this confused, what ad-

- vice or perspective could I possibly

give anybody else?

So 'm going through a little col-
umn crisis these days, but hope-
fully it will soon pass and the ideas
will come and the words will flow.
Maybe it’s not something to get so
worked up about. Largely, though,
I think that much of what I'm go-
ing through is just a process of get-
ting older and wiser. I've begun to
realize that life, culture, communi-
ty, and identity are exceedingly
complex — so much so that the
more | live, the less I seem to
know. And, while this may be a
sign of maturity and personal
growth, it makes it damn hard to
be a regular columnist. B

Mika Tanner is a board member
of the Hapa Issues Forum. She can
be contacted at mtanner@Iausd.
k12.ca.
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'House passes H:R. 3892,
“English Fluency Act”

WASHINGTON—On Sept. 10,
the U.S. House of Representa-

tives voted in favor of H.R. 3892,
known as the i F‘l\mcy
Act,” by a vote of 221 to 189. HR.
3892, introduced by Rep. Frank
Rxa;s(BrCahD w:llhmxtfedmal

£

programs ﬁmt benefit immigrant
and -limited- Enghsh proficient
(LEP) children.

Currently, under the Bllmgual
Act, federal funds are
to school districts to establi
and implement bilingual educa-
tion programs. In contrast, HR.
3892 creates a system by which
states would have to compete for
block grants to fund language as-
sistarfee programs. The bill also
forces limited-English pmﬁcxent
children to “master” English
two years, ends federal support
for teacher training -programs,
and repeals the Emergency Im-
migrant Education Act.

Deepa Iyer, staff attorney at
the National Asian Pacific Amer-
ican Legal Consortium, stated,
“H.R. 3892 is yet another attack
on the rights of immigrants,
many of whom are LEP or have

tmmmgwillmnkeitnmtoxm—

agreements -which ensure that
LEP students receive a meaning-
ful opportunity to &n education.
These ‘compliance agreements,
entered into between school dis-
tricts and the federal govern-
ment, set forth standards which
school districts must follow to
guarantee educational rights to
LEP students under Title VI of
) the Civil Rights Act. HR. 3892
(will void" these agreements,
y giving school districts no
incenfive to refrain frompast dis-
i tory methods.

R, 3892 was successfully re-
ported to the full House from the
Full Committee on Education
and the Workforce. There is cur-
rently no similar legislation
pending in the Senate. B =

Southern Calif. Hapa Issues Forum
to hold its first conference

Southern California Hapa Is-
sues Forum recently announced
that it will hold its first confer-
ence in the Southern California

region: Towards a Multiethnic
M:llenmum Hapas and the
Asian American Community in

State University Northndge s
Asian American Studies Depart-
ment and will be held on Oct. 17

multiracial Asian Americans and

Pacific Islanders in Southern
California and their relationship
to Asian and Pacific Islander
communities.

The morning keynote panel
will include distinguished, dy-
namic and critically acclaimed
Hapa writers and performers:
Velma Hasu Houston, Kip Ful-
beck, Aimee Liu, and Alison
DelaCruz.

The registration deadline is
Oct. 3. Registration is $5 for stu-
dents and $10 for non-students.

Department at CSUN 818677-
4966. 0
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Re: Stop the
‘Whlmng" presses

an opportunity arises to
dxsagree th.h The Frying Pan, the
horns of a dilemma gore this one’s
behind: Dost one dare to dispute?
Would it be considered the height of
folly to challenge?

The reason for bewilderment is
Bill Hosokawa joining the Rafu
Shimpo's George Yoshinaga in tak-

ing the position that it is “time to
qmt whining (about the 1942 evac-
uation)” and “can't we ever forget
the same old tale of woe?”
Hosokawa concluded his commen-
tary by stating, “It may be political-
ly popular, but it’s about time we
quit whining about camp. Any ar-
gument?”

Yes.

“Memory feeds a culture, nour-
ishes hope and makes a human, hu-
man. Sc sayeth Elie Wiesel. (Of
course Carl Sandburg declared
“(that) the past is a bucket of ash-
es,” but let’s side with ole Elie this
time around, okay?).

I, too, often am amazed by the
fervor of those (usually younger
non-internees) who- were so deter-
mined to see Redress succeed. Their
resolution was admirable. (But
should there be a Grandfather

thing to argue about, so let’s disre-
gard the question.)

Denver Bill is bemused by the
fact that thousands ue to
flock to reunions of every ilk simply
furtheeq;oymentofrdmngume

the years pass. Camp was most cer-

tainly not a picnic, but for the vast

majority of the 120,000, it was not a
¢ di

ber?”;. and feelmg / for the
spouses forced to amand these func-
tions who never experienced & day
in camp.

Naw, Hosokawa, ! don't think
there’s anything wrong with re-
membering '42-'45. 'Sides, won't be
too much longer before we're all
gone, anyway, then the revisionists
can revise all they want.

WU. 7. Fnots
_ Gardena, Calif

Re: When wili WWIl end
for Japanese Americans?

I write this letter at this time rel-
ative to that written by Jim Izu-
mizaki (P.C. Feb. 6, 1991) and to fol-
low up on my article in the PC,
Aug. 7-20, 19987 All in the hopes
that we Japanese Americans can
begin resting in peace after the long
history 5f World War II, then and
today. To continue to educate the
public is necessary. To continue the
diatribe against those who did or
did not do is bad and reconciliation
by all is needed.

My apology to Jim Izumizaki for
this belated reply. I write today be-
cause the struggle of then seems to
continue without end, particularly
between the draft resisters, the
JACL and the veterans. I filed age

tion. Either 'm a born loser or I
don fight hard enough. I've turned
to writing just as Jim had. His and
his family’s losses are inordinate.
Thus, I have much empathy for
them. But I also have the same con-
sideration for those who put their
foot down at the time of the draft.
Internees, volunteers, and resistors
all protested.

1 will never forget my experience
at the Santa Anita Assembly Cen-
ter of 18,719. Briefly, it was the riot
that took place after, overzealous

and al t

Re: Internment Camps

Although I usually enjoy reading
my copy of the Pucific Citizen, this
most recent issue disturbed me
The caption underneath the ﬁ-mt

page photograph states that Henry
Shima (an interned JLA) was “on
his way to America’s concentration
camps.” While the World War II in-
ternment of JAs (JLAs) was a viola-
tion of civil liberties unprecedented
in American history; Poston, Man-
zanar, Tule Lake, etc. were intern-
ment centers.

Even the Justice Department
center that Shima appears to have
been placed in was an internment
center. WWII informed the 20th
century of the difference between
American internment relocation
centers and the German concentra-

tion camps. I have walked through

Tule Lake. I have walked through
Auschwitz. They are not the same.
Please be more careful in the fu-
ture, words have a tremendous

power to conjure up responses.
Eugene, Ore.

ungWI]hasaluxrysbeenammz
of debate (refer to PC.’s article in the
March 20-April 2, 1998, issue titled,
What is a concentration camp?). As
wusoutlmaimtha«twtdz there is

camps and the death camps of the
Holocaust; PC. is not equating the

Edition, JAs were in fact placed in
concentration  camps durmg

— -
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Report finds minorities marginalized
in campaign finance system

(Continued from page 1)

a recurring pattern — that the vast
majority of contributions come pri-
marily from white, wealthy neigh-
borhoods.

In New York City, for instance,
the report shows' that two-thirds
more money is contributed by zip
code 10021, an area in Manhattan
where the majority (91 percent) is
white, than by Lhe nearly 500 zip

Rivers I11, di r of the Southeast
R&.gwn Nmmm African

Americans have decidedly less in-
come, less disposable money than
other people in the country, we're
at a disadvantage when money is
the deciding factor in whether you

can participate.

“[Wihile other folk have the lux-
ury of picking between two people
who still might represent them in
some way, for us it's a matter of

campaign — then, in fact, our con-
stituents don' have the opportuni-
ty to pamgpate in the electoral
process and vote for the candidate
of their choice,” said Hayes.

Those involved in reform agree
that this is an effort to disallow pri-
vate money from dominating the

officials who are truly representa-
tive of minority groups. The voting

#» CAMPAIGN CONTRIBUTIONS

THE

AND R

‘TheColorofMoney‘reponsmwsﬁgur&smmdenmgmphmnymmpammsmahngcanpangnoonmmom

codes where.the population is com-
prised mainly of minorities. For
every $86.72 contributed by the
107,000 residents in this area of
Manhattan, 59 cents was con-
tributed by 9.5 million people in
the other 500 locales.

These staggering figures corrob-
orate the suspicions that civil
rights groups have had for years.
“We're impacted in a negatively
disproportionate way,” said Nelson

Los Angeles
Japanese Casualty
Iinsurance Assn.

COMPLETE INSURANCE
PROTECTION

Aihara Insurance Agency, Inc.
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99 S. Lake Ave., Pasadena 91101
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Ota Insurance Agency, Inc.
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Kagawa Insurance Agency, Inc.
420 E. Third St., Los Angeles 90013
(213) 628-1800
Lic# 0542624
J. Morey Company, Inc.
One Cemerp:rma Drive, La| Pa a 90623
Sutte 260 -5810

Suite 901

Lic# 005590

Ogino-Aizumi Insurance Agency
1818 W. Beverty BI.. Montebello 90640
Suite 210 (213) 728-7488
Lic# 0606452

isu-Tsuneishi Ins. Agency, Inc.
250 E. 1st St Los Angeles 80012
Suite 1005 (213) 628-1365
Lic# 0599528

Sato Insurance Agency
340 E. 2nd St, Los Angeles 90012

| Suite 300 (213) 6804190
ic# 0441090
T. Roy Iwami & Associates
. Isu-Quality Ins. Service, Inc.
241 E. Pomona Bivd., Monterey Park 91754
(213) 727-7755
Lic# 0638513

Charles M. Kamiya & Sons, Inc.
oea Kenneth M. Kamiya Ins.;
373 Van NessAve., Torrance 90501
Suite 200 (310) 781-2066
Lic# 0207119
Frank M. Iwasaki Insurance
121 N. Woodbum Drive, Los Angeles 90049
(213) 879-2184
Lic# 0041676

having representation or none.”

Executive director of the Los An-
geles chapter of the Southern
Christian Leadership Council,
Genethia Hayes added, “The fun-
damental right of communities of
color and the poor are being
abridged [by the campaign finance
system] ... They have no hope of
moving into judicial offices — the
very offices which decide criminal
justice issues that affect them.

“If we are unable, because of this
whole notion of the acquisition of
wealth and amassing of wealth, to
put forth a viable campaign — not
a viable candidate but a viable

rights movement follows the broad-
er historical fight not only for polit-
ical participation, but for political
equality at the ballot box.

“These findings are extremely
significant because they speak vol-
umes about what's wrong with our
democracy today,” Silverman said.
“This country was founded on the
principle ‘one person, one vote,’and
that means that everybody gets a
vote, everybody’s vote is equal and
everbody’s vote counts.

“It shouldn't matter whether you
give money to the campaign or to
the candidate, it should be [about]
your voice being heard.” B
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Race initiative panel’s report
falls short of expectations

(Continued from page 1)

the primary focus of discussion
should be. At one point, according
to ghe Los Angeles Times, Oh ex-
pressed her concerns over that
early discord, “There was even a
point at which 1 thought, ‘What
am I even doing here? Maybe I
should depart. And thats how
rough I think it’s been.”

The controversy began when
board chair, John Hope Franklin,
one of two African American
members, expressed his vision of

" focusing on black/white relations,

which has generally engendered
the core of the country’s “race re-
lations” issue.

Oh, on the other hand, urged
the panel to broaden their focus
to include other minorities, who,
in the past, have been sidelined
in this issue. Because Asian Pa-
cific Americans and Latinos are
two of the fastest growing popu-
lations in many cities and are be-
coming increasingly more high-
profile in the media and in posi-
tions of power, it was therefore
more crucial than ever to include
them and all other groups in a
discussion of race.

“We made it clear that the par-
adigm for the 21st century is a
multiracial, multicultural soci-
ety,” Oh said, in the Times article.
“What it will accomplish is a
recognition we need to take seri-
ously the availability of the data
there and we need to start gath-
ering it. We also have to expect

Race initiative panel rnemberAngela Oh.

that by calling on this expanded
‘vision of race in America,’ we're
going to raise tensions. You see it
in sort of the ‘backlash’ attitude of
people who want to press more
strongly that it’s really only
about black and white. It’s not.

“I raised the challenge of be-
yond black and white bécause it
would have been very easy to
avoid moving beyond the
blackAwhite chasm,” she contin-
ued. “Intellectually, the President
gets the idea of inclusion. [But] at
an experiential level, he really
knows the black/white thing. 1
don't think he has an Asian
American friend.” .

White House officials l‘ave sug-
gested, however, that people
may've expected too much in
terms of wanting immediate re-
sults and what the panel’s role
was. The race panel, they argued,
was not designed to be a cure-all
for the country’s racial problems
but merely the vehicle for the
President to eventually pen his
own report.

At the very least, though, Oh
believes that the board’s efforts
got the ball rolling. Quoted in an-
other article, she said, “It was a
great start, and the work needs
to continue,” she said. “We have
contacted so many people, local
leaders who are doing extraordi-
nary things that it’s really clear
that there’s a role for the federal
government to play in advancing
our interests in seeing race rela-
tions improve in this country.” B
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allowed her to sing

pop 4dnd jazz songs as well as

Japanese t:mes,xtwaamddmt
he:“denme.gnahagn'l

ance belied her belting muswa]

style.
In 1966, she married Herb Mc-
put aside her successful career to

devote more time to her family.
Masako was not only appreciat-

“Cappy” Ozaki, Hawaii AJA League icon

HONOLULU—Harold “Cappy”
Ozaki, 82, coach and man-
agu'dunngthEgnldegeOfMA
baseball in Hawaii, died at his
homeonSepL
Omhwaséshormopandaub
fieldeP¥br the Ikeda Music Store
team and Moiliili Athletic Club be-
fore World War II, and manager of
the McCully team in the Senior
AJA League after the war. He was
affiliated with the AJA state base-

director.
Omki’s]oveofbssebal]beganaz

friends would scale the fence. “The
custodian would spot us ... But he
never caught any of us,” he once
said in a interview with the Hon-
olulu Advertiser.

\
Considered an " by Univer-
sity of Hawaii coach Les
Mm'akmm,Okamklwas suc-

" Harry r
sister Hazel Ho (all of San Diego).

quarterback and linebacker for the
Moiliili Blues in the 130-Ib. football
division, although he weighed only
106 Ibs--

Ozaki was a 1934 graduate of

\_ McKinley High. During the war he

served with the U.S. Corps of engi-
neers in Hawaii. In addition to son
Ross, he is survived by sons Harold
Jr, and Scott, daughter Susan,
brother Robert Sr.,
grandchildren. B

[
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hh.TMIMmence
SepL , Gardena-resident; survived

wife Mrtsuko son Richard and his wife
Teresa; daughter Joanne Ogino and her
husband Graig; brother Masami and his

This compilation appears on a
basis at-no cost.
Pﬁnadablmnasﬁwnywnowsw
qppﬂlnaumety mamerar
family or funeral direc-
folaraptblshodafﬂlela&?of‘ﬁ
per column inch. Text is
needed.

Mcﬂm,o«.»u,m 11
e oum bs‘ oo gl v o
“Masako,” popular singer of the ’603 1aRries s vy s iy v
p K ; \ Al the towns are in Caiifornia except 22 noted. .. Sharon Chesire and-Sandy Monge;
Darlene Yoshimoto % hhﬁha:pgml@hnn,b::l; __ Akashi, Sumie, 80, Roseméad, Aug.  and Yamashita (all of Japan); brothers Tdb'zu Shigenu; du:r
s who was known profeesionally g:einneedanddngmtyd R R ol o Soriass Yot fnd 1o e o st
as Masako, died in Utah on August irit. Ironically, it while g Dot e i akenaka Otomo
,_3LShewaa54yeamdd she:‘::anan;tmgwh:ﬁhnﬁc ;umvm4m wx:::?“’““g‘:ﬂ" INI‘! Aug. 25; survived by “
” formi Soe in Rich. - 2% Fowler, .. 18; sufvived e et uBmnid ind G
femmnynnﬁmagu;app;‘;'- ﬁdd,Umhthatsr;mtu&- mf’-m Shizuye; son Tad Tadashi and his wile mmmmn
in prominent Waikiki venues tally struck down by a speeding ronic; AUS. 2 SUMNed By sone mm%um ger Mary Teruya; brother-inaw Katsuo
such as the Royal Hawaiian truck. McDonald waited by her Y quo " (i e Pe o Tond  sister Faye Fumiko Namba; 4 oc. 2gc.

Aug. 29, San Francisco-bom; survived
by son Taz; mother Sachi; sister Debra
and her husband Lew; brother Alan and

7

?
i

i
i
:
:

.
¥
s

nas) and Isamu Kawahira; sister
Michiko Takemoto; 4 gc.

Okamura, Saburo, 80, Fresno, Aug.
26; survived by wife Gloria; sons Dennis
(Swa:mmamRoben(Poway) sis-
ter Harumi (Lindsay); sis-
ter-in-law Sonoye (Denver); 4 gc.

. MayMah\dnrnsandfarriyandLsa
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 Kudos to the convention’s youth program  Report shows APIls had highest
BY AMY H. MATSUMOTO by informing them on how to get

Congratulations to the Phila-
delphia CHapter and all of the
Eastern District Council for hold-
ing a successful convention. At
this year’s biennial JACL conven-
tion, students attended from all
over the United States. Many of
them were brought together for
about a week to meet each other
and “hang out.” These youth/stu-
dents ranged from Hapa, Nisei to
Gosei. Some of these students at-
tended because they were given
the chance to intern or participate
in the Oratorical Contest. Fortu-
nately, they were able to partiei-
pate in a new youth/student pro-
gram called ID4 Day. The aim of
this new youth/student program is
to focus on youth and student in-
terest. Hopefully, this p
will continue ‘to benefit future
leadérs of the JACL.

This ’s convention covered

future JACL conventions will in-

clude workshops that W
active mentering between curren

JACL leaders and future JACL
leaders on the workings of the
JACL. What better way for
. JACLs future leaders to learn
about the mission and workings of
the JACL than at the convention,
where much of the business takes

are getting into and how to do the
job, so when they step up to lead-
ership positions, they will know
exactly what the job entails and
will be well qualified.

I feel that the ID4 Day is well
needed, along with the Youth /Stu-
dent Conference. This increases
the ities to obtain more

year
both youth and student interests \ knowledge about the JACL. B
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median income in 1997

WASHINGTON—1997 general-
lypmvedtobeafnmﬁllymrfur

$45,249'amdeh:efufune0enmn

hold

Economxa Sm!shm Dnvision,
Dani. .

had the highest househol ie] Weinberg
income among the country’s major “However, this is the first time in
groups. six years that the income-per-
At -$45249 in median income, h b of
over $5,000 more White households was higher than
than their White counterparts who  that of Asian and Pacific Islander
made $38,972 for the year. African  households:”
polled the third highest Other figures to come out of the
at $25,050, while households over-  report showed that APIs were the
seen by a person of Hispanic origin  only group that did not experience
made $26,628. . a statistically significant jump in
Asians and Pacific Is median income between 1996 and
landers may've had a higher medi-  1997.

household - made an estimated
$18,569 per member, whereas the
2.58 persons which comprised the
average white household made
comparatively mere, an aqmabed
$20,093.

There was also a negligible dif-

:

mteofupamncAﬁnn’ Ameri-

24.7 percent at the poverty line for

The line for a four-per-
son ﬁimi.ly in 1997 was $16,400 in
annual income.

Where per capita income was
oo, Wit made Pt
mately 320 425, Asums and

made $

ic L

ference in both the number (1.5
million) and percentage (14. per-
cent) of Asians and Pacific Is-
landers who were poor

1996 and 1997. Meanwhile, in
1997, there were 244 million
Whites who were poor at & poverty

Ammcammadele%landes
panics made $10,773.

All data cited here are taken
from the March 1998 Current Pop-
ulation Survey and are subject to
sampling variability and error. B
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ings, & other travel plans at no additional charge. l“' Gloﬂp “s
TANAKA TRAVEL SERVICE . .l 0
441 OFarrell St San Franclsco, CA 94102 13. CanadaNew England Fall Foliage 10/6-1017 Phyllis Murakawa 2,019
L . ) e vossesan o252 ] Wl 14 Japan Ura-Nihon Tour 10/6-10/16 Galen Murakawa 2,895
15. Spain & Pomgaj‘\;wr (Wait List) 108-10/22 Bill Sakurai 1,868
16..* Florida plus Key West (Wait List) 10/11-10/18 R&N Takeda 1,475
@mertcan Holiday Travel || | ety i S
- . Tennessee/Branson/Kentucky - 4
19.  Japan Basic Fall Foliage Tour 10/19-10/28 Toy Kanegai 2,895
1998 TOUR SCHEDL% 20. Branson Ozark Christmas Tour 11/27-12/2 1,099.
m-mn turuuu Hauzw TOUR 4 Oct 1423
, Kurashiki, Matsue, fottori, Oku-Kinosaki,
. nggg;g s, '?;; Y é%;:m wKinosak ) 1998 GROUP TOURS
USTRALIA-| ZEALAI t 14-30
Sydney: Melboume, Cains, Great Barier Reef, c 1. Copper Canyon Adventure Mar. TBA $1,679
Auckland, Rotorua. Christchurch, Queenstown 2. Carolina Mar. TBA ) :
SOUTH AMERICA JAPANESE HERITAGE TOUR Nov. 9-18 3. Okinawa & Southem Honshu Sakura Tour 4/9-4/22 Bill Sakurai 3,265
Argentina - Buenos Aires, Tango Show 4. Sqaer China 12 days 4/20-51 George Kanegai 2,595
e gt apanere 500 oo & Bncs v g vioane v 11600
i ul £ ] .
Optore: eng%oon g s Washngton DC. Cheny Blossom Tour 4/104/19 Yuki Sato }gg
wesrsnafy Mhsnbtrmmﬁgm uosgg:‘v ﬁau;ss Nov 19-Dec 3 8 TScoMﬂaldTwEn r'g"" xWeles |Ra~yl:ti :
Ol IoNQCO, nce, . N o -
SPACE LIMITED. HOLLAND AMERICAN CRUISE 9. - Kyoto Gion Matsuri 513- Tracy T-“gﬂ,m
AUSTRIA WINTER HOLI December 10. Y; River Cruise & Japan 5/27-6/13 i 2,995
Vienna, So!zbug Mumch 1. Omﬂﬁ:w Show Tour :
MEXICO CITY/CANCUN HOLIDAY TOUR Feb 13. Basic Europe June TBA
SANTA BARBARA ORCHID SHOW OVERNIGHT TOUR Mar 12. 14.  Canadian Rockies TBA 1,749
_TOHOKU SPRING HOLDAY TOUR A% 15.  Pacific Northwest 6/26-7/3 Michi Ishii 1,627
MEXICO WEEKEND HOLIDAY CRUISE Apr 16.  Japan Summer Tour 6/21- Ray Ishii
“AMERICAN HERTAGE TOUR May 17. Alaska D ylLand & Cruise 6/29-7/5 Yuki Sato
; ALASKRHOUOA ORI s dun7 18, Hawaii Islands Cruise (s ook Dec 12456) 612-6/19 Bil Sakurai ' from 1,993
GRANDPARENTS/GRANDCHILDREN JAPAN HOLIDAY Touﬁ' e = 19.  Japan Aomori Nebuta i 7/29- Tracy Taguchi -
NORTHERN NATIONAL PARKS HOLIDAY TOUR 20.  Japan Summer Festivities & Folk Dances 8/4- Tracy Taguchi
EUROPEAN CAPITALS HOLIDAY CRUISE* 21. Festival/Kazeno Bon & Nagano 8/30- Tracy. Taguchi
ALY HOUDAY TOUR ... . ........ 22. China Fall Tour 9/29-10/10 v 2,585
O oAy TOUR 23. * Eastem Canada/Nova Scotia Fall Foliage 9/15-9/29 Bill Sakurai - 2,029
BRANSON/MEMPHIS/NASHVI 'u'f'ndumv 'T'o'L'»'?' 24. . 5 9/15-105 m Murakawa 3,309
SOUTHEAST ASA HOLDAY I0UR _ ... » 2 WTM wws o Murakawa s
27.  Autumn Beautty of New England 102108 RoyTMg 1,
wecmonoomm¥wwnn Domestic/intemn Hotels, 28.. Japan ; ' 913 | %‘“
s, Individual Cvuhg;s ares to g JQII;‘ Matsuri Ig;-s Y&y .ﬂs.ib
. Japan > 1 e
Fwinfmummdlﬁa’vﬂms.plﬂsemormllm: 31.  JapanAutumn 10/14- Tracy Taguchi
AMERICAN HOLIDAY TRAVEL 32. Japan Chichibu Yo-Matsuri & Onsen 11111120 . Toy
312 E. 1st St, #341, Los Angeles, CA 90012 33. Tour ! 12/1-1266 ) s
Tel: (213) 625-2232; Fax: (213) 6254347 1 Please call for g of any toursor for a detailed L i
Emest & Carol Hida, Yaeko - Travel meetings are heid on third Sunday of each month beginning at 1:00 p.m. at Felicia Mahood Center
P e CST #2000326-10 - k 2 11338 Santa Monica Bivd. in West Los Angeles. .
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