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JACL Districts

to Look at Nat'l-

Resolution Recognizing and
Apologizing to Draft Resisters

The national JACL board, at its
second quarter meeting held in
San Francisco on May 15, voted to
:rwmdeAremln&m

ducting Americans of Japanese an-
cestry into the US. armed forces;
and

combat team and directed the War
Rel Authority to d ¥

evacuee loyalty by means of a ques-
tonnaire to all men of military age
in the camps; and

WHEREAS, question No. 27
(that they would serve in the
armed forces,of the U.S.) and ques-

See DRAFT RESISTERS/ page 4

TFhey had names like the Min-
isters, the Constituents, the
Koshakus, the Black Juans,

whi i

then.
For the J. American

early 1950s up to the mid and late

the dawn of the Vietnam War —
the names speak both of an ideal-
ism and of a harsh reality which
was serious business to the young
JA men that stood for and behind

them.
For these JAs, smaller battles
See GANGS/ page 6
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cently attended a panel discussion at JANM about Japanese
gang/youth culture and activism of the -1950s, 1860s and 1970s.
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Finally After months of un-
certainty surrounding redress
payments for Japanese Latin
Americans, the former World
War II internees will at long las*
begin receiving their $5000
checks.

Included in a $15 billion sup-

Department of Justice budget
toward redress payments for
JLAs.

The money will replenish the
Civil Liberties Public Education
Fund and prvwdeg

funds to pay tely 500
payments of gOOO to JLA

clammants and 79 payments of
$20,000 to Japanese Amencan
claiman!

ts.

The $15 bilion bill provides
magjor funding for the war in
Kosovo, aid for disaster vicims,
and aid for farmers. In addition,
the bill incudes a number of

Up until that time JLAs had
been denied mclusion in the 1988
Cml Liberties Act, legislation
that provided $2C200 and a pres-

kidnapped and imprisoned in
Amencan concentration camps
for the purpose of prisoner of war
exchanges with Japan dunng

Shortly after the Mochizuk:
settiement, the Office of

dress
nounced
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chapter on the World War II in-
ternment,” said Lon Fujmoto,
JACL national vice president of
public affairs. “We would Like to

See JLAS/ page 8

APAICS Inaugurates Two New Programs at Political Conference

Assistant Editor




Special contributors: Patrica Aa, Allan Beekman, Toko Fuji, S. Ruth Y.
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Mountain Plains
COUNCIL

%.s'“_m July 15-1 8—Tri-District’

cmw

ISTRICT COUNCIL
lT)hn Sun,, July 15-18—Tri- -District
Conference “Changin Geneu
In:mht:)';rss ¢ \YS ts, bus mp To
A ven!
\ : ggﬂ obon. festival;

Comfort SuntesHo(eI 1150 W. 2150
5., Ogden; Utah; Wasatch Front

North,sponsors. ________—

Pacific Nordrw%t
DISTRICT

___PACIFIC CITIZEN, Juxe 410, 1595

Sun., June 27—Five-chapter bartx .

dinner fund raiser; see Salinas Valle,
RANCISCO'

ﬂ., Jume 12—Youth Fishing Derty,
Lake Berryessa' For 8 10 12 year ol

Applications at Paper Tree in Japar

town or call chapter message cener
415/273-1015. - o

SELANOCO

Sun. Juné 6—Bowling toumame

'lamNoKavs.Sﬂ.ANOCOlAn 1
; lrvine Lanes, 3415 Michelson
Irvine. Info: Eimi Tomimat.,

949]466-5602. 4

SONOMA COUNTY
Sun., June 13—Scholarship lunches r
Sthl!!!—MO.busmpm Mo

i Agquarium, 8 am.-7 pr
Kondo, Conference (see IDC), Ogden, Ul terey Bay Aguarium, il
415/337-9981; website: htphome-  PUYALLUP VALLEY "f:;zm or ":*Iuwang
stead.com/99 convention. Si.,ms—?aiud dnr:/rv-ev I'nnonNerw‘g
Graduates, Sct h inner,
Eastern Members, plus Installation of Oficers, 5"‘-;”‘ barbec ue
pls fund Sali
DISTRICT COUNCIL 5:30 p.m.; Buddhist Temple Scial dinner fund raiser; see Salinas Valle,
Mn.mu—s&-onmc_m Hall, 1717 5. Fawcett Ave, Tacoma.  Pacific Southwest
), Free audio iape of “Momotaro, the - SCLES _
One America in the 21st Pead\Boy’mﬁmSO(a«uhalnio GREATER LA
Century,” Angela Oh, keynote - Elsie Taniguchi, 206/824-2402. S;.l‘ms—a»u-u__‘ AS-Han: ‘#&"JZ“
New m%susﬂ}f toaess. NC-WN-Pacific Dance. 7 pm Ken Nakaola Cer
WE m'N ! . ﬂd Nk
MRS ; Jne 5—New Members Wel.  Louise Sakamato, 310/327-3169
————— come & Scholarship Awards Lunch-_ Fri, june 11 am, fes
= eon, 11:30 a.m.; Fujl Restaurant, 2422°  tured speaker Don , 8 pm
DISTRICT COUNCIL ThnmsthL(ofmeadwayl Gamsvdhyh‘;!m 1341 \
Thurs.-Sun., July1-4—8i-District Cor- et ey Louise 7
e il ol
nner raiser; see { .
Sat., june 12—42nd Annual Chicago PENISULA mN@q 13—Scholarship Awara
chapter scholarship luncheon, 12 Sun., June 27—Five-chapter barbecue %, isei Wm Queen ?zcem
noon; Wilmette Country Club, Wil- dnnsﬁmd raiser; see Salinas Valley. am.- pm, ladera‘ inda
mette. RSVP, Sponsor-A-Grad dona- Center, 32201 Forrestal,/
tions: 773/728.7170. oo, July 1—Deadine for Reno Rancho Palos Verdes. B
Tues,, June 15—"Town Hall Meeting ﬁdaf"‘lpma jabud &mmdu I;;‘;J
“'“Cf,m Crime i the A communay e RN DEADLINE for Calendar s 1<
Wi SALINAS VALLEY Friday before issue, on a
ivechapter barbecue | SPace-avaable basis.
s"'d,ws‘“m""'a,,d""z_hwc‘ g e T e ‘Naton] | Please provide the time and
Asian Moon F@Iﬁglﬁmz'be American Memonal in md:mml&‘gm‘:g
;,"da Ve, see nity Wasﬁwgon DC, 47 ., Salinas Pode) of o (i
Calendar. Buddhist Temple Hall; Takei, ) of & contact person.

‘Calendar

Sat., june 12—"Live Hi Days,” ID
meandRandn meyys

Q&Assaomem'mamndermse
and other hate crime issues. 6-8.30
p-m.; WBBM-TV CBS Studios, 630

Ct. Froe. RSVP: BllchduM

2 - [

JACL Members Non-Members !
1765 Sutter Street Cupania Circle i
SanFrueuno CA 94115 &omemy Park«, CAsl‘rss i
i

e-lnmummpar ealdrumhnat i
415/921-5225 800/966-6157 i
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East Coast Sat,, June 12—Asian Festival.
Sun., june Toho Koto .
Society, Folklore of Creater  BERKELEY
Washington Folk Festival, 2 p.m., Sat. & Sun., june 5 &6, 12 & 13—Pro-
Adventure Theater, Glen Echo Park, A Studio, Lewis Suzuki; 2240
Glen Echo. Grant St. Info: 510/894-1427.
Wd.,Ym Sun., Ah’;?t 6—Juni Ok i

June 16—japanese American . unior pics,
“Association Sd'-alarshxp Dinner, $90; Chabot Cou?e Info: Steve Oz:ncno
Righa Royal Hote! 650/574-2641.

OAKLAND

The lldwest Through June—Exhibit, “Creative Im-
CHICAGO i wood block prints, Azz\
Tues,, June 15—"Town Hall Meeti C.dluy 310 St
on Hate Crime in the AA Kanae, ‘510/869-6027, Akemi, 510/

C"':.; i, E:‘

m&vmyn

Fri, June 25—Silicon Valley fund-rais-
&Iuhgrdhm?mlm

a#irn coddails 6 pm.,

Hotel, 1740 N. First St. Business aftire.

$150 per person. Info: Roger Minami,
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~JA Community Raising F

for Sick Japanese Student

93710.

Nikkei
Foundati board bers
and Nikkei Service Center
staff, Fresno Betsuin Buddhist

Christian

unds Human Ré_laﬁons' Commhsion Calis for
Campaign to Curb

Youth Hate Crime

Carla Arranaga, of the D.A's Of-
fice Hate Crimes Unit; Lee

ma, LA Community Action Direc-
tor at radio station KKBT-FM 92.3
“The Beat”; and Rev. Leonard

il
i

i
i

ide. Jervis sful
ly tried to take his own life a
week later by overdosing'an
Bishop

Oswald Stender, voluntarily
tendered his resignation just
hours before Judge

his ruling. Stender, who

Jack: of the First African

3 report]
that we do well in L.A. County, but
we're going to do better,” said Wak-
abayashi, who added that al-
though it's been a ‘tough birthing
process,” what has resulted is “a
great deal of collaboration.”

Indeed, the media campaign
will be directed at and will depend
on the cooperation of groups from

hate crimes i
by students at all school levels.

mA\z‘ustﬁmdhﬁs;b?mnetup wboimdall:obemmﬂ!ﬂf BY TRACY UBA Disturbing statistics for 1998 mits Donna stressed the
ﬁn‘ﬁm&ggmu home in an effort toraisefunds.  On the heels of tragic school
gravely ill after arriving in the Yamada, after arriving in  shootings in places such as Jones-
Umted.Stm.- America on April 25, called boro, Arle., Springfield, Ore., Con-
Yumi Yamada, 18, of Osaka, home a few days later, com- yers, Ga, and perhaps the worst
Japan, had arrived in Fresno, severe headach uuinn}gt i
Calif,, on April 25 to study Eng-  Warried over his daughters con-  Columbine Hi
lish for a year. But a few days* the father flew to the orado, the country has
after her arrival, Yemada United States to deliver over. intoa fervor over how to approach
slipped into a coma and isnow  the-counter headache medi- 8nd prevent what is now being
hospitalized at the Saint Agnes  cine. The father chose not to / cousidered a national epidemic
Medical Center in Frésno, ac-  mail it because it had been o' Youhbatectime =~ =
cording to the Fresno Bee. three-day weekend in Japan c w'un‘unmﬂm s M
Dochmshavediagnosedher and he feared the medicine (LACCHR), which oversees
with encephalitis. Dr. Robert would not get to his daughter g0 Mdm "
Crooks, critical care director at  on time. in the world, issues of youth vio- ance
Saint Agnes, said the prognosis ~ The father arrived on May 2,  jence and hate crime have been agencies a lot of data,<+and, mare broadly, to a diverse
for Yamada is poor. He believes  and the following day Yamada  ongoing sadly “started long but there's noone i or public: “While the cam-
that even if Yamada regains was sent to the emergency before * said Los Angeles  spot that deals with this data paign needs to be comscious of
consciousness, she ‘will likely room. She was then di County Board of Supervisors Whatwe need are the tools to pre-  what we know about what's hap-
have suffered brain damage. and attended classes on May 4 ~member _ dict under what circumstances pening with youth, this is an issue
Encephalitis, a rare disease, at the International English In- “It starts with us. Its not samé-  hate crimes are likely to take that goes way beyond just the
is an inflammation of the brain  stitute but becarhe so ill during body else’s problem. Its fours]” place, where they're going to take  youth. g
which is almost always caused ~ class that the teather took her Y& said. place. . ) “The youth are being highlight-
by a virus. The source of Yama-  to the hospital. Upon arriving, At a rwé't press conference After convening on three differ- edr_ngbtmwitm-nym.hn
da’s virus is unknown. doctors took a spinal fluid sam- held at the Jap A ent in the cities of Car- I think we need to also
In some cases, insect bites ple and hospitalized her. Three the T son, Whittier and Glendale, the ::tﬁ.umvnyllo lack of
can transmit the virus. Crooks  days later, Yamada lapsed into sion called for an anti-hate crime crimes summits produced a our fsociety’s genérall lack
B = . media directed at youth, report in which the primary rec- Oh said. “I think
spemla;edthﬂtxi}a:adawa: ac::;nein o after having held a series of hate jon was a media cam- lemmhhu
. probably gecurred in Japin  ing funds to help defray Yama.  Sagym fomn T T S B oty in schon, blsteriog Cvogh viuals Sant wel exvpetme
since she fell ill a few days after da's medical expenses should Panelists who spoke included support services for hate crime vic-  that will overcome cultural barri-
arriving in the United States. send them to the Yumi Yamada  Angela Oh, cvil rights hening human rela- ers and, yes, through the informa-
Yamada's father, Masami Ya-  Trust Fund, co Union Bank, and advisory board member for tions education for teachers and tion in text as well” ..
mada, 54, has flown in from 565 E. Shaw Ave., Fresno, CA the Presidents Initiative on 3 d and aggre ly -prose- Oh particularly stressed
Japan and watches over his Ron Wakabayashi, executive di- cuting hate crime 3 need for public information to be
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PEeates son wustee, CONGressmen Wu and Campbell

Introduce Resolution of Concemn
Over Recent Spy Allegations

WASHINGTON—C

3) The

retary of Energy, and the Commis-
sioner of the Equal Employment
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Troubled in Paradise

By Brian Nilya

Fighting the Good Fight

Mi

wu[ikeam.ini
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tribute
and/or n:asted H

tous in AA

By.Harry K. Honda

‘Matters for Asian

American Heritage

\ -Month Just Passed

ERHAPS IT might be
House

dinner for Japan's Prime Minis-
ter Keizo Obuchi the first Mon-
day in May. Of course, it was
not. Obuchi’s schedule began

nonsaswallasmﬁothethmc
and | in-

m-:helmgmn.dxdd:\eﬂaknn
ldnmsehsveanyrmlhs‘hng

a huge impact on the lives of
those of us who were involved in
it, as noted above in my case.
‘There are many others who have
similar stories.

At UCLA, Nakanishi's tenure
and t leadership as di-
rector of the AA Studies Center
has transformed the campus. A

3

Japanme American National
There was also a stop

‘tutions. His o par-
ticularly numerous in JA organi-
zations such as the Japaneése
American National Museum and
even the JACL, where the newly
sppanmdPauﬁcSouﬂJwestRe

el uable
tmhnllqacydﬂ(ul iohi

in Long Beach to see the Queen
Mary. Obuchi first arrived in
the United States -on the leg-
endary ship as a graduate stu-
dent enroute home on a ‘round-
the-world’ trip from England in
1963.

According to Washington Post

tenure battle is the same one
that came out of the redress
movement. It is the sense that

much it could do.
So it was fun to reminisce and
visit with old friends. But the

reporters, it was a clear spring
night, a bit chilly, as 340 guests
made their way to a candle-lit,
tented pavilion on the south
Iawnﬂmtwasleﬁoverﬁtmthe
NATO summit.

It was “one of the largest offi-
cial dinners of the Clinton ad-

(2) Selanoco JACLer Clarence
Nishizu sent us a

ys
erSOdnyaformlahmoftheax
clusion order — he was free on
pealed. He was told to complete
his sentence at & road camp.
The U.S. marshal at Spokane
couldn't send him to the nearest

and other student actions; like cursory glance at the numbérs of message to come out of this cele- :
many of the other students who  AA faculty in the humanitiesand  bration was clear: there is still a vey of Asian Americans in the
were involved, it was the first social science now versus ten lot of work to do with whafever world at the board
time I had done such things and  years ago will reveal a dramatic newfound power and influence and top levels. Nakasone then
it taught me much about what I number of AA we've gained over the last was a vp. with the Paramus,
could do. studies classes has increased two  decade. That work may or may N.J., firm
Also like at least one other cou-  or three fold and the number of  not be on behalf of other JAs or In small print was the com-
ple, my future wife and I got to  AA students has’ other AAs. But'we owe it to peo-  plete list of White House dinner
know each other by on And there has alsobeen asub-  ple like Nakanishi to fight the guests. Here are some other
the Nakanishi tenure case, 50 he impact on the communi-  good fight regardless. B names I found of i
is indirectly responsible for our  ty. One of the reasons AA studies ia Assemblyman Mike
marriage and our daughter. came into being thirty years ago Brian Nitya is a member of the M. Honda, Cherry i
The celebration was fun and  was the feeling that the universi- Honolulu JACL chapter. (National Japanese - American
ial Foundation, Washing-
- Y ; ton), Sen. Daniel Inotiye, Federal
JACL Nat'l Council Ponders Draft Resisters Resolution iAoy ead Jesnee o
: overal Bl Lo Lo, Rep.
(Continued from page 1) WHEREAS, the National JACL  cans; and - s » Dep.
in 1990 recognized the Japanese WHEREAS, a number of veter- Robert and Doris Rep.
volunteer and 30,000 served with ers of i ans, including’ the 442nd Ve ?.ahy'l"nnd -!ohnMink,'Ihmo
bravery, in the (a/k/a "draft resisters”) of Wordd Club of Hawaii in 1998, iguchi (Uwaj Inc],
100th Infantry Battalion, the - Warllwhodeclared theirloyaltyto the Mountsin for Jane Nishita (public policy man-
Combat Team - their country, but who were also their effort to uphold the Constitu-  88e%;, U.S. West), Ja astro-
(the most highly decorated unit of ~dedicated to the principle of de- tion of the US. And urge all other Mukai, Charlie and
its size in World War II), the Mili- _fending their civil rights, were will-  J i ex- Toshiko Nagatani, California As-
tary Service, other mgtnqu? ufice to  tend their hand of friendst )} Nakano,
units, and their sacrifices are justly ~ UPphold their belief in in , many of our Nisei Karen Nakasaki (National Asian
a different form from those who generation, including many re- Pacific American Consor-
The ive Ser-  sacrificed their lives on the battle- ‘sisters of conscience (a/k/a “draft  tium), Rose Ochi (Dept. of Jus-
reopened the draft to all quali-  fields; and they;too, deserve aplace  resisters”), have already passed tice), Darlene Kuba (Kuba Assoc.,
fied Japanese on No- of honor in the history ~ away, making the need to more ful- Scott and Laurie
WHEREAS, About b= °” e e dr i
315 Japan- u
mwﬂq the 1990 recogni- NOWTHEREFOREBEH‘RE— md 18y ( M
Mountain JACL ifornia Office of
aed n"’?ﬁr":‘dwb Nancy Hatamiya (Of-
pe—— (Japanese Ameri-
i US-
is convalesc-
iple heart
“do-
says his
tour of the Gila

B
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S*a,ct'o’s' KVIE-TV Premieres

Film bn Njkkei Settlement

A televi-  most all of them men, who hoped o Kirihara of Mini-
sion station 6, re- - get rich, have an adventure, and made of Vaca and Yoshino
cently premiered a half-hour docu-  -return to Japan. Few'met any of - Hasegawa of Sanger. Also included
mentary on the settlement of  those goals, but they did in  gre higtorian Wayne Maeda and
%:E;mm&h_irma‘l 'mmmg,"‘m A, it e beth of
bythamlim ang‘:h“% iirnia 5 U‘“h‘tﬁ 8

explored is the development to and Californi t

We Came TZ.‘Gmw: Japanese gwmﬁmmhh ﬁmww
Americans ‘in Central Valley,  two decades century i Yanehiro & Robert Mukai |
leg‘lulﬂ;;’-f“dm' — ﬂn’dﬂmﬂml} h:::. Ml “Jﬂ:y%‘m Il:.."-wq'-uw-

ith mare a ] ies, in due to the i > Heather LETy \enes O mew .
lusa to Fresno. It also feature :b? it immigrati ﬁ'r and  Takahashi Charitable Foundation,

i) hip of property for J Chevron Corporation, Union Bank = =
tographs and keepeakes from the  new to Califonia of Califoroia, East Lavn Florin JACL Receives
o i chronicies the frst *with e of Nbmaa gy ook a2 Tate, Propp, Beges and o :

s in Bk
dapanese to setle in Caliiomiss  most of the valleys towne and are fnding.the 4z | Archivist Award
J ﬂmﬁ Marysville , with members of
impact on the state’s leading indus-  and the enduring legacy of the first  We Came Tb Grow will be broad. At a recent California Societs®: the late Mary
try and social, educational and reli- on of Japanese to settle in euthVl’Tl‘lzhuno of ists Conference, Fiorin  initial donor of the archival col-
gious life for the Lssel. .the valley. d 4 melswnsm&mmm JACL was presented the Society jon. - .

The first settlers established the Among those interviewed forthe - initial Came To of ia Archivists A leted set of 75 histo-
Wakamatsu Colony in the Gold are: Sally Taketa, will be distributed by the Na- | ation Award The presentation ries resides in the UC Davis Spe-
Country near Coloma in 1869. The Tom Fujimoto, Mas Hatano, Sam American u- was made by Larry Gates, CEO i In addi-
cutpeak:fallad g heriont el el end  nications Association to schools, | of Metal Edge, Inc. - tion, the University of Pacific of
fort, but several of its members re-  Toko Fuji of area;Mo-  colleges and other public television | ers of Hbrary box containers, at  Stockton Library plans to obtain
mained betind and becanie the”  tome - Yoshimurd and Shisuko  eiations. ill also donate 2 | the Sheraton Hotel, San some of the books.
mvﬁ;ﬁ l‘ 3 Th:f' Fagerhaugh of Colusa; Mat- number /of copies to county li- credit ‘gois o White,
ki by sojourners, al- sui of Fresno; Jake and Frances —braries in its broadcast area. B Florin JACL and CSUS who guided the Japanese

Japanese American collections and the oral his-

3 i ject in since

JACL National Youth /Student Conference o T
as - - Marielle Tsukamoto as well as  ago. She received the historical
Scheduled for June 25-27 at UC lr\_!lne Georgiana White, CSUS  photos and documents, guided

The JACL National Youth/Stu- day evening, June 25, will be video  conclude the conference on Sunday, | “"jeivies Sended e vent. - the catiloguing actup 2 Thop

deat Council s gearing up for their  viewings of the internment experi-  Jupe2. oo o the Florin CSUS oral hisory  exhibits presenedloctures,
Sl " S 3 trained many library volun-
“Hey You Guys ... Take a Closer  with pionieering members of JACL. g m.n i i i gty
Look! on June 25-27 at the Uni- Ochi opens Saturday’s events about a discount) and includes two ughter teers docents.
versity of California at Irvine. with a keynote speech. Three work-  nights’stay in the dorms, all meals
will feature Rose = shops follow. her tation. (Friday dessert, all Saturday meals
Reaions Sevie fo the US: Do e s e toce === Utah ACLU Honors JACL
partment of Justice as the i tration, the Asian American move- For those commuting the fee is |I'Item10|lntain m-sm-ct cwl‘cil
speaker on Saturday, June ment and development  $20, which includes meals, confer-
e, s mabing, e me.  perit: For mars. ioemation,  fOF Civil Ri Activism
Over the threeday conference, tityissues, sushi making, and men- pennit.ag‘gﬂmlg.’fmhqn or ) Qlts
i i, please , email ja- P
D e callge e il atta TR Vision Awaird dinner and the orhiucha@uciedy,  The ACLU of Utsh presented its  brpnce program to mark the an-

a discussion on thein- Hip Hop Night social event will orvipitt.beJACL website at je Cohen Memorial Award to of Executive 9066,
ternment experience, a Vision = end Saturday’s busy day. WWW, . the three Utah Chapters of the In-  the 1942 presidential order that led
Awards dinner, a A closing keynote and a Watch for the ling issues District Council (IDC) to the incarceration of over 110,000
Cold and a social event expe- ~ performance by Cold Tofu (they the Pacific Citizen, which will have gt the annual Bill of Rights cele-  people of Japanese ancestry.

Kicking off the conference on Fri-  still in dance on Sunday) will = people the event was held at the wn::dl_llt:hwn e site

= in Topaz, internment camps.

- . 2 - - ity, Judge Raymond Uno, As a volunteersrun organization,
$20,000-plus in Scholarships former JACL national presi the IDC has also been effective af

sacto G|ves : ? p s p and tgcthe = S Toki- around h:;u' immigration i

Sacramento JACL's 1999 schol- ~ rial Scholarship; Jason Norman of  Itano Memorial Scholarship; Grant, 3 : is-
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out to deserving, ship; Keiko Wilson of Eureka, Dr. Ishibashi, Emmie panel and board of isgiv-  was P 22-year legal
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whole generation where the from other minority “radical” the Japanese American Nation- I 'who has worked similar-
GANGS cots were working for whotbver  groups such as the Black Panthers. " iywith gang youth, Selsth
(Continued from page 1) they could get,” The Yellow Brotherhood (YB) ‘h-ﬂhﬁqhmyin ing out issues of identity is impor-
2 In many cases, while the parents w-an-ah!d:-qgtmvl; zm Nmnhld t::ﬁzmpqﬁ.whﬂhm
were being fought in their own were busy to make money Gary Asamura, Laurence Lee, V Pocific drug crucial that studies pro-
jes and homes, against hﬂ.mmb .tor Shibata, Mike Yamaki and sbuse which he witnessed first- grams continue to help kids figure
each other and within kids were out of schoolto  Dave Yanagi — five concerned ex-  hand. . » that out.
formed and hang out: Some got mmwhhivm—d. -Qm-.pwupmﬂrm incarnations of the YB
ated in areas of into so much trouble that they with growing alarm, drugs daim enshaw district out of Which the  and Asian American Hardcore are
Angeles, in districts were sent either to juvenile hall or hﬁwnﬂﬂmdmd original Ministers sprung. And al-  mare lossely based than they once
Silver w to jail. their friends and acquaintances. though he was a few years younger  yere: Todsy, says Nagatani, former
L.A_-}:?;ﬂ LA, JA Besides them- Asagr drug~ than those he shared  yB members are to
gangs, or “clubs” as were selves, some JA gangs fought organization which was sus- their mdm = children to that net-
called, began as social groups and against other ethnic gangs depend- tained primarily through ried that into his activities withthe o
sparts teams. ing on where they lived: Ken Aki- ers and donations, the YB attempt- and bart ‘with other YB fami.
A former member of the Cren- naka’s family was dispersed = ed to recruit younger - An sbandoned house on Cren-
shaw-based C: Mo  through Los Angeles both on ing gang members from thirdgen-  shaw north of Pico, was The hais_aleo been kept
Nishida, recalls as a 16-yearold the east and the west. “My aunt’s cnﬁgimnﬂ:uthem me{l-tbe\’Bﬁa‘hty,whua m"‘u’h o
high school student what generally family lived in East LA and they ters 1II, until much of their mem- addicted andmmbus ally: md“gm -« “"P_
went on at these socials. “We'd be  had gang right there in the  bership was broken up mﬁt‘mhah’hhhm;.'he:md funded mad“mz‘“the
at a dance, standing against the street with Mexicans. And my oth-  sorbed into the YB 'nme.thnyllm_paﬂznpamdm g
wall giving each other hard looks. ~ er cousins in West LA, in “q till was actually a gang mem-  group “rap” sessions where they ‘m(AADAP) D‘,“‘Ab!?'mme
Some older guy would ask the girls ~ Crenshaw, and [those] were ber [at the time] and we used the  could talk about their experiences Tid 1970 é:MYB'mmdm
to dance and we'd be going, ‘Oh, i ”' gangs were coming up behind  and organized benefit dinners, car = as began
‘man, that guys dancing with my as the. grew  us,” said Asamura, a former mem washes and dances. downas
girl™ into a bigger family they ber of the ariginal Ministers and a “] envisioned it at one time, I And “although facilitys like the
< The Constituents were active duate of Dorsey High Schéol ~ wanted to create a little arniy,” said notorious YB House, where the in
| roughly from 1952 to 1958 and a -numbers “We knew the only way that this Nagatani. “But at this point [the fant if crude stages of drug inter
_their main rivals at the time were  mentslity to combat racdsm and  would ever downwaswehad  YB's purpose] is to help mold peo-  vention for JA gang youth begen,
the oftheEast LA area, anti-Asian sentiments still ram- to approach the membersand  ple with a warrior-ike outlook, to mmlmezuvundm'nvndea
y of whom ded R i pant in we had to break them into [small-  help them stand up for what they cam'nlm.the_ammmtm
School from 1954 to 1958. time. . er] groups. believe is wrong, to help them in
Divided along geographic lines, As these gangs began absorbing On more than ofie occasion, think on their feet, to helpthem see  the hearts of e like Nagatani,
gangs from the “Eastside” general-  quasi-political o1 d bers having tore-  things in a different way other Tasaki, Asamura and others once
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