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SAN FRANCISCO — The
JACL National Board announced
on Sept. 8 that it appointed John
Tateishi as the interim nationsal
JACL director.

and many, many experiences to
helpugprq_:am.!ACL for the
um.”

Relocation Center with hij§ fami-
ly during World War IL the
family’s release from camp,
Tateishi returned to California to
complete hie education. _

Tateishi Named Interim
National JACL Director

Tateishi served as naticnal
chair for the JACL redress cam-
paign fram 1978 to 1986. In this
role, he developed legislative
strategies and conducted re-
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From Infertlty to Dom

we enter the new millennium.” B

Manzanar Asks Public’s Help in
Fundraising, Creating Camp Cards

By MARTHA NAKAGAWA
Assistant Editor

by Richard Stewart.
In total, eight guard tower

better

at secluded spots such as site 6 or
See MANZANAR/page § '

(This is the first in a four-part series exploring
Asian American families and ption.

an and Ed Koda had always
wanted to start a family. It’s
a journey that began for
them in 1989 almost immedi-
ately after they had married
But, certainly, they could
have never predicted where
the many twists and turns of that journey were
to eventually lead them — to the hopeful yet
sometimes precarious world of domestic adop-
tion.

Today, at ages 48 and 42 respectively, Jan
and Ed are preparing to celebrate their
tenth anniversary come this Sept
24, the gravity of which may
weigh bittersweet by the fact 8
that their earnest pursuit to
become parents, spanning
now nearly a decade, still re-
mains unfulfilled

The Kodas, who live in
Encino, Calif., were like,
any of the nearly two mil-
lion married couples in
the United States today:
they wers bitttling infer-"
tility. g

Jan, who was already
ing children,
that her chances of con-
ceiving biologically were
slim. Still, she and Ed
were optimistic, and they
immediately  consulted
with a fertility specialist.

What ensued was & gruel-
ing slew of artificial insemina-
tions, egg (ovum) donations, in
vitro procedures and egg dona-
tions in combination with in vitro.

In the last year alone, Jan, who is a
professional music producer, has un-
dergone five egg donation proce-
dures and altogether has had artificial insemi-
nation done 21 times. The in vitros, she said, in-
volved a series of painful steps, including drugs,
daily shots and the removal of her eggs through
her belly button.

“It was invasive,” she recalled. “Not to say
anything about the fact that the fertility drugs
are very hard on your emotional [state]. It's like
the warst PMS you've ever had, a double dose.

“If 1 had known how difficult it would be, I
would have been much more aggressive about
having children earlier,” she now reflects.

The Kodas estimated that they spent around
$50,000 on fertility treatments altogether, none
of which were successful. Jan said she did be-
come pregnant once, perhaps twice during that
time, but suffered & miscarriage.

For Ed, a third-generation Japanese American
- and a custom furniture builder by trade, the
frustration has been equally trying. I felt that
hrough [medical] essi we would have a
biological -child. But after the fertility proce-
dures didn't work,” he said, “I got pretty upset,
like any hope of having a genetic child was over.”

Yet, the pai trials of infertility may have
just been the tip of the iceberg in their ongoing
quest. The were about to begin & new
phase which held perhaps their ast, best hope of
. having a child.

National Adoption Information Clear-

Jan and Ed Koda

Ecdznemn

WEEKLY
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et one time, even attended pre-adoptive parent
orientation meetings to find out more informa-
tion on the subject, but had never felt fully pre-
pared to fake that step until the failure of the
fertility treatments left them with few if any
other options.

It is just within the past year that the couple
began seriously considering the matter. At the
outset, Jan poured much of her energy into re-
search, spending up to four hours a day for sev-
eral months on the computer surfing the web for
information.

Deciding that they preferred to have an Amer-
ican-born Asian or Hapa baby, they signed on
with & state adoption agency and paid $1,400-
$1,500 plus miscellaneous fees to have a home
study conducted, a standard pre-adoption proce-

dure which involves interviews with a so-
cial worker, fingerprinting and an ex-
tensive background check meant to
venfy personal, marital, family, fi-
nancial and medical informa-
tion
Public adoption agencies
can have long waiting lists,
however, especially when a
child of a certain ethnicity
is requested, so in eariy
May, they hired a well
known attorney in Los

Angeles to aid them in

their-search. But that

tacted them with any
leads.
“It's very exhausting
on your finances,” admii-
ted Ed. “It’s all based on
what the market will
bear,” and when you have
people who are desperate to
have children, they’ll dc
whatever it takes
In one particular situstion,
the Kodas received a phone call
\ from a young woman who was will-
ing to give up her half-Japanese baby
boy: It seemed to be one of the only po-
tentially promising prospects they'd
had, until they learned that the mother was ask-
ing for $12,000 up front and wanted no contact
with the adoptive parents, The couple thought it
sounded a bit fishy, and in the end passed up the
offer, a decision that they said they still have
mixed feelings about.

They later learned that the boy was adopted
out to someone else, and Jan has felt remorseful
at times for letting him go, but she also remains
adamant. “I don't want our child to wonder how
to get in touch with his [birth] parents. One of
the reasons we passed that situation up is that I
wanted some availability, so that he doesn't have
to wonder where he came from or what his back-
ground is.”

Heartbreaking ss it was, the experience ac-
quainted them with the marginal underbelly of
adoption, where there exists unenforcible con-
tracts like “seize at risk,” in which a birth moth-
er can request money from adoptive parents to
support her through the pregnancy, but because
it is not a legally binding contract, Lhie.eddopm

p are not ily guaran that
they will get the child after it's born.
These types of agr

ts are
by facilitators who can contract pri-
between two parties at a pretty hefty cost,

| hand, domestic adoption can be a length
eostly and tenuous process. Horror stories
See ADOPTION/page 8



Margot
Writer/Reporter: Tracy Uba
Circulation: Eva Lau-Ting -

Special contributors: Patricia Arra, Allan Beekman, Toko Fuji, S. Ruth Y.
“Hashimoto, Bab Hirata, Ada Honda, Mas Imon, Mike Iseri, Naomi Kashi-
MH ag, Wiliam Bsu B
mm&mmrmmmmm

|

INATIONAL BOARD
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Fri.Sun., Sept. 24-26—District Coun-

cil Meeting: Quality Inn, Plymouth,
Michigan. Friday Night Mixer, 7-1
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Mountain Plains

MBEICO .

Sept. 26—Akimatsuri Potluck:
setup 10 am,, festivities 12 -noon-5
pm.; Courtyavd of the Japanese
Kitchen, 6521 Americas Pkwy. N.E
dances, kendo, judo, karate, taiko,
borsai, ikebana, silent auction, raffle,
ats & crafts, more. Info: Tuty, 296-
2392, Patty Fitzwater, 2926319
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DISTRICT COUNCIL
sat, Oct 2—Distriat Coundil Meet-
ing; Alan Teruya's residence.

Sun., Nov. 7—Distnct Council Meﬂ
ing Sacramento; special

Hate Cnmes and m“
tion ov Gov. Davis’ Asian American

Calif Nl\da

Foundation. Sponsors wanted:

Bobbi Hanada, 559/434-166) ,!g,,
tration _forms: Patricia Tsai Tom,
559/486-6815. ’
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Dinnes, Torrance; publi
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and Japanese Garders,
- Morikami Park Rd. Info: 561/495-

0233, <www.morikami.org>.
Tues., Oct. 12—Exhibit opening,
time: A, Look at

‘lipans‘e ock :AC.Ialenfiars and

and Japanese Gardens, 4000
Morikami Park Rd. Info: 561/495-
0233, <www.moril

Wi

Sun., Sept. 26—Fujinamikai_Fall

1-3 p.m.; World Trade
Barbara

Center Auditorium. Info:
Uyesugi, 503/282-2094.

Oct. ~Buddhist
W i

'S exhibit, noon-5 p-
' Episcopal church, 1610 S. King St.;

author Lydia Minatoya, 7
Borders Books, Red
Center. Free. Info: 425
<http//www.ENMA org>
SEATTLE

Sun., Sept. 26—S54 ﬁa Goryu School
of Ikebana annual floral and bonsai
m.; St. Peters

p.m.;
nd Town
1-9109,

tea will be served. Free. Info:
Nobuko i, 206/232-8736, Mary
Shigaya, 206/271-0875.
Through 2000—Exhibit, “A
Different Battle: Stories of Asian
Pacific American Veterans”; Win,
Luke Asian Museum, 407

Ave. S. Info: 206/623-5124.

Northern California
SACRAMENTO

10 am.-3 pm; Elks Lodge, 6446
Riverside Blvd. Info: Calvin Hara,
916/421-3490
SAN MATEO

have never been seen in the United

sneak- preview, “Princess Mononoke
(Mononoke hime)”; also, “Grave of the
Fireflies,” 7 p.m; James Brdges
Theater. Info: 310/206-FILM. <www.
udazd»

food, mama;‘ ans
raffle, door prizes, etc
2566.

Sun., Oct. J—afho;m “Pre
YZKSmﬂwbyVoshva
Nakamura; Mountain View Memonial
Gallery, 2300 N. Marengo Ave

24 p.m. Info, ex

hixhour: Bell, 626/794-7133

exd. 272.

Sat, Oct. Amencan

Historical Community
Dinner; Torrance

Marriott, Torrance. Honoring Harry
Nakada, Brian Kito, Scott Nagatan:
Francis Nakano. RSVP: lku Kiryama,
JICVJZC-ZWS
SAN DIEGO

Sun, Oct. 3—Film showing, “Visxs
and Virtue”. 2 p.m; anese
American Senior Housing
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Women, Mlnorrty Unions Need Counted i M, 200
Announce Joint Agenda S - "

On Labor Day, theAFL-CIO
constituency groups repre-
senhng women mmm;nty

represent our interests. We

Jomtngmdafnrtheywzooo
focusing on six areas of mutu-
al concern: promoting union

By Pacific Citizen Staff

organizing and the freedof of
workmto union, en-

defending immigran
nghm, building Umon\(hhee
and protecting retirement se-

curity.
The six constituency gro

are the Coalition of Labor
,Union Women, the Coalition
of Black Trade Unionists, the
Asian Pacific American Labor
Alliance (APALA), the A.
Philip Randolph Institute, the

Labor Council for Latin Amer-

ican Advancement and Pride
at Work.

Guy Fujimura, APALA pres-
ident, voiced APALA’'s commit-
ment to the joint agenda. "We
will work with unions
to find positive ways to t
conservative wedge isues,
whether it is unfair attacks on
immigrants or the assault on
affirmative action,” he said.

“The union movement-rep-
resents and empowers mil-
lions of women and people of
color, anrl we are committed to

that women, minori-
workers have the
freedom to join a union
out fear of employer mﬁmn‘h

ed that they are commited to

feel that we can do this best by
involvi our chapters. in
Unieni Cities, the AFL-CIO
program to build strong com-
munities, strong unions and
good jobs throughout the

” said Hill.
Elabomhngonthemgmﬁ-

tmnydlmrdymhem-
for redistricting, or

d:endrumcd’pdlhaldw
mwﬁm&e?ﬂ.l"nﬂ
process, seats of power are
gained or lost.
’Mmhn:ﬁunm-
dous impact-on any

Ite-nhallydumnin-_em;

additional 22 million by hand to
make sure that 110 one is left out.

How Japanese American
Fared in the 1990 Census

. Today, the nation's Japanese

cance of the
Nancy Wohlforth, cochair of
Pride at Work, said, “We want

eve.ryunetohowthatmthe

gender, religion or sexual ori-
entation — are united in their
pursuit of social and economic
justice, and this common
agenda is a reflection of that

ity.”

The AFL-CIO applauded the
constituency groups for their
joint agenda. AFL-CIO Execu-
President Linda
Ch Th who

tion,” said Gleria
prqmdmt of the Coalition of
Labor Union Women.

Bill Lucy, president of the
Coalition of Black Trade
Uhnionists, added, "We want to
ensure that workers have a
voice in the work place and a
voice in the political process.
'This can be best achieved by
working with our coalition
partners and community al-
lies to define a common agen-
da, craft and

messages
obtain a seat at the table to

served on the “President's Ad-
visory Board on Race, said,
‘I‘he AFL-CIO has long sup-
ported the constituency
groups as a way of supporting
diversity, inclusion and mul-
tiracial unity in the union
movement. The agenda an-
nounced today again shows
how important the groups are
to building the union move-
ment, and we wxll work with

pulati ummw,ooo

t:ibmetoﬁleneedsanddnl
lenges faced by the nation's

Among
ple of color tend to be under-
counted are: language barriers,

a general misunderstanding of
mexmpafanced'emmspam
ipation, and distrust or suspicion
of t- which leads to

up the bulk of the U.S. Japanese
population at 67.6 percent. Of
dmrut,%lpacmtammtub-
are natu-

highest

racial and ethnic minorities
since it started conducting post-
census evaluations in 1940. It
missed 2.3 percent of the APA

population.
Inthepdmmlmgse

the groups king their
joint agenda a ml.lty.' [}

nation must be distributed. Vir-

mmmumm
of the nation's Japanese
tion shows that 5.6 p

home less than $5,000; 10 per-
cent make between $5,000 and
$14,999; 25.5 percent reported
an income of $15,000 to $34,999;
40.1 t make between
$35,000 and $74,999; and 18.8
percent earn $75,000 or higher.
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ball tournament. 2
176 teams and close to 2000
players, most of mJ-pln-

ese American, le-dnﬂrin'l.ymlth

Andmmnﬂhnumdtheuty

PHOTO: STEVEN TANAMACHI
AplayerhnmNeedASpédlooksloscomoniheTsam NBN defense

Las Vegas Basketball Toumament a JA Jackpot

were too low, Morita joked, so they
had to adjust the schedule.

Adjusting the schedule of games
is just one of the evolutions the
event has gone through over the
years.

Having - problems with insur-
ance, the Las Vegas tournament
went on ‘a two year hiatus before
Mmtatmkova—aevmyeuuago

llJ‘ﬂMﬂ’!hHieﬁﬂmugllulmnr
llclninmnicums

The National Japanese Ameri-  to be considered and are planning
can Memorial ~Foundation %o attend the should
(NJAMF) is soliciting nomina- submit a brief resume indicating:
tions to form an Honor 4 o
which will partici at'the oNamilsddresshelent

ceremony at the  *Dates of

on Friday, Oct. 22. which he/she served)

The U.S. Military District of ¢Military decorations
Washington (MD' has
arranged for the 3rd US. In- date for nominations is

by the nleehon board of the
NJAMF Gmundbnaahng Com-
mittee.

Nommatmnn/apphcanons
WhMmM Henry
kabayashi, G:
Committee, National ananese
American Memorial Foundation,
% Sulky Lane, Rockville, MD
2

For more information, call
Wakabayashi, 301/881-7390. B

M JOB REOPENING |
. Coordinator - Membership

mmmwdmpwmumm

nﬂ'mmrbefsa‘\d

variety of dufies 1o ensure the maintenance and dwdcp’nuldJAGLsnwmer

ship. Sansmrdmkmwe&amsaﬂmgsmm College graduate

M\hmebhasyeusd in devel-
pvaiarred M.stbeemensradnm

in the Men's A Platinum division. Basketball was just one of the many MMMM oping
" 5 #ational : mg mdmmmuogy
attractions this weekend at the Las Vegas Invitational tournament mummﬂﬂ' o " ﬁ;g‘;bsmm mnmmm
Countless others joined the‘Growd, , who has been playing  there were 88 teams and the num- St, SmFm CABM!SorIaanSB:«)I-dS?I E-maied applicatiors/
making the ‘event as much a re-  ball for 19 bers have since doubled. It now has resumes not accepted.
union of friends as it was a tourna- 9 try to play competitively but  a wait list of over 30 teams.
ment of players. the end results don' always reflect The d
Guaul&m'uthebmuf that,” Sakuma admitted. The best from all over the West Coast, | H JOB REOPENING ‘
the Vegas phenomenon and has things about the weekend, she with the bulk from California and & Director-Education
hendedhmmmmmae said, wasnt the competition, but i Utah.
for the opportunity to see old (no pun  Other players travelled from as far Under the general direction of the National Diractor, operates and manages the
with the of-dnmdhen.tbe intended) friends. as Seattle and Hawaii. JACL Educaion S projecs cut of ha e Freecieco olios. percing
crew found gyms, The trip to Las Vegas was not As Saturday night rolled around | 5,¥70e varety of dubes to ensure e development and qualty perkormance of the
for players and got sponsors among for baskethall jocks, but for and the games finished up, it be- e b b ol b e i o
countless other tasks. Despite all people who wanted a i came that the Invitati mmgmmnnmxd more
the work, he can't stay away. friends. al was Jess about basketball and work i n policies in human services civi rights
“Every year I tell myself I'm go- Remi Nakamoto, who has played  more ializing. i or aducalion. Must be experienced in the-use of computier technology and e-mal.
ing toquit, but I don',” Moritasaid.  in J, league same of the Yonsei at'the bar what Position is full-time. Not restricted to Emalaill’n'p
“When its over and I see the people  gince elementary school, was a the best part of the tournament | package Salary_commensurate with $28,860-$44,000
having fun, it'’s worth it.” this weekend. was, they all responded it was see- depending on Send resume and cover letter fo: JACL, 1765 Sutter St
The value of the tournament ex- “I miss the friendly " ing friends. San Francisco, CA94115 o fax 10 415/831-4671. E-mailed appiications/resumes not
she reminisced. “I ‘miss my dad 100Hv442ndMIS WWII Memorial
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Yomrvoss & Livousow Smrvice. | S Mateo, CA 94403. Tel: (415) 358-8320.
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ITAMA TRAVEL INTERNATIONAL
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626 Blvd,, Ste 310
Los Angeles 90017; (218) 6224333

FLOWER VIEW GARDENS
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vated, since 2.5 feet of it was buried
under silt.

* NPS staff are in the process of

Erih

I
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By BILL YOSHINO where Jews are in control, I think  ADL and two other Jewish organi-
JACL Midwest Regional Director ~ thats a sickness and I'd like to  zations which I won't mention
S eradicate that sickness. In some  here. He said, “Imagine, that a

our membership
padﬂlny_.wm.unddi{.\l
Discrimination & Hate Crimes.

Veterans, family members
and their friends are all invited
to take part in a special
100th/442nd/MIS cruise from
March 19-26.

This cruise, endorsed by the
100th/442nd/MIS Memorial

Foundation, will sail on the ship,
Elation, deparﬁ.nr{ilmn the Port
of

Morris will give private perfor-
mances for the group.

The special all-inclusive
cruise rates have been estab-

Feel better.
fRmEH
Less stress.

A RLARRH
Raisc karma.
FYBWH—T
www.respire.net

Special Veterans Cruise Set for March 19-26

lished on a first-come, first
served basis. This -includes

; pri
shows; and additional features.
For those flying in from other
cities, special add-on airfares are

ilable. For more infc i

818/246-1661. B

| SAN GABRIEL VILIAGE

235 W. Fairview Ave.
San Gabriel, CA 91776
(213) 283-5685
(818) 289-5674

2|

related references. We can

==Y |
JAZKRA
‘Symbol of your Japanese surname & its history’
* KAMON BURKD: Complete, private library of Kamon &
research a Kamon for you which
accurately symbolizes your sumame & its profound history.

P. O. Box 2958, Gardena, CA 90247-1158 -
(213) 629-2848 (8am - 10pm/PST).
KE! YOSHIDA, Rescarcher/Instructor

Cregtors of the Original, Bronze

(K AMON)

NINA YOSHIDA, Translator
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JACL';A WWIl Policies Negated

By FRANK CHIN

by Mike - himself;
doesn't say the Nisei intern-
ment in. concentration camps
and denial of their constitution-
al rights the question as
to whether  or' not- the Nisei
were US. citizens under the
Constitution.

]
]
1
g
g

magically melt away into the
more svelte ‘western model a la
Barbie. But that day never ar-
rived for same of us.

civil rights seriously, I have to
assume he'’s saying the JACL
looked to Chinese America for
help in the defense of Nisei civ-
il nghts.

I find nothing to suggest the
JACL or Japanese America, in

leadership. I've heard staries of
an individual being helped or
hidden by Chinese American
families, but these have to be
exceptions.

One of the exceptions,
though, went to some trouble to
make himself exceptional. He
ave a mtamnnt.h : nt%;le 8’!&1&(:

mmittee hearings. The
ment made by Chung Kun
Cheng, is dated Feb. 28, 1942,
and can be found on page
11,606 of the ing:

“Gentlemen, I am a citizen of
the Republic of China. I was
born and brought up there. I
was formerly assistant profes-
sor at the University of Amoy in
South Chinathmn[iJ now I am
teaching at the University of
Washi . ... Judging tg\)m
what I saw and heard in this

.Pacific Northwest, the consen-

sus of opinion here seems to fa-

and Far East.

Are you in the market
for a new bank? :

A :
K mwwumsnacwmmw-;

SM

- We are California’s third largest bank, with over 240
branches 'conveniently iocated throughout the State.

- We're a member of The Bank of Tolo-Mitsubishi Group
allowing us to serve your banking needs in the Pacific Rim

* Also, you'll find the Union Bank of California has friendly,
“knowledgeable staff who will appreciate your business.

01998 Union Bk of Catorn, NA

.:3

vor a wholesale removal of the
alien and American-born
Japanese. This, so far as I could
see, is essentially the result of
deep-rooted racial prejudice on
the part of the average -Ameri-
can who -either could not or
would not aliow himself to be
convinced that biologically the
Japanese are not much di
ent from himself. And it is this
prejudice which has manifested
itself in newspa editorials

ki

_ thie state of nervousness on the

Pacific Coast is unwarranted.”

were.

mmtn.:"i!minnlld._,ﬁhely
a .1 would
be thrown in jail, but” once
ﬂmre.lwonl.irtnllwyurtc
get me out restore me to
the free exercise of my rotten
personality. Only, if I and my
rotten were guilty
-of the crime, I accede to
paying my and earning
my way to

ly inferior race.
Secondly, it introduces the

.white racist argument that
morally inferior

races, like the
Japanese, unlike any other

race, must “earn” their citizen-

ship that individuals of every

" other race are born with.

volunteering for a
unit or accepting the draft as

the only way a Nisei could
claim gu 6.8. citizenship
ights. * e

Rigmmm

pan

in America, ‘I -think I would

have been called “Jap” more of-
ten than I was.

I would have expected hys-

terical white racists to have

gathered around the Cheyenne

JACL and 442nd are white

racist arguments, justifying the
camw'baninenliof' p
America to free the Nisei into

the Army. In return, the JACL
“sacrificed” ﬂ‘ze civil rights t.‘h.;:d

bor,” no rude treatment of t.he'
resisters or the leaders out on
bail, from the people of

t
were Nisei birthrights. The
JACL and 442nd, leading
Japanese America to white ac-
ceptance and assimilation, is an

» ;:e Jiéf and 442nd e:annot

wrongs. They specifically trad-
ed away that right fnrgrenonn.l
glory. Nobody else’s glery but
their own. Mom' didn't pick up
an M-1 rifle and t in-Italy.
Pop didn'tgeta i 1

idn’t save the Ldst Battalion.
i_ None of them proved their

ty.

The only loyal JAs in the
whole world number the 30,000
who served in World War IT and
the 1,500 or less JACL mem-
bers, who, if Mr. Hirasuna is
correct, were under the impres-
sion that the United States be-
came a military dictatorship
during wartime.

At the time Mr. Hirasuna
and Mr. Saili were in school,
ing the U.S. Constitution,

is was made on the fact
that the Constitution was writ-

No lynéh mob a , no
vigilantes ltommﬂ-
house in the dead of night, after
news of the guilty verdict was
on the radio and front page of
the ming

Before the 63 were moved to

the resisters’ belongings. If
white businessmen of
Cheyenne were in the throes of
wartime hysteria, would Kozie
Sakai have felt confident going
around asking for rope? :

- k:nre say, even Bglr

osokawa, o apologist

the JACL police state who says
the resisters owe

destroys all JACL credibiity
estroys ility as
the leaders of Japanese Ameri-

ca.

And what's 8o great about a
JACL apology-to the resisters?
What can they do with it?
Trade it in for a lifetime JACL

bership? The apology idea

came from inside the JACL, not
from the resisters. The idea of
the resisters izing to the
JACL also comes from inside
JACL.

Fipeii e
po,. Jamg Omnn,‘ whnfnloﬁb-
imized the campaign for re-
dress in the “70s and ‘80s, as
= ety s ized to

pursue redress, in spite of the
JACL. :




-‘Rabbit in Moon’ is Disservice
to the Nikkei Community

The Issei community leaders
had been suddenly imprisoned
after Dec. 7, 1841. During late
‘1941-early 1942, JACL sought

b officoal

mﬂ;gmmh'ywashdavn!id

JA group do more? What did
g;oeewhomwuﬂi:’mJACL
7

ty to b 2 Yond

rightful place in America.
JACLs stance and our JA com-
munities’ stance through the
World War [I years was, “We
are Americans and we will
prove it.” Were we wrong?
The resisters’ stance, on

suspicion mold the racist press
and government policy had
thrown us into.

“A crisis faced the JA commu-
nity. Because the JA culture of
the time was‘to conform for the
community good, strong words
were no doubt expressed, urg-
ing the draft resisters to con-
form. This was especially im-

idering efforts

The film ignores JACLs post-
war activities: active suppart for
the passage of the 1952 Walter

Writer Misunderstood
Constitutional Stand

Martha Nakagawa's Sept. 3-9
article, “CCDC Rejects Natl
JACLs Reconciliation Resolution
With Resisters of Conscience,”
states that I said, “that it was
within the United States govern-

ment’s rights to suspend
tional rights of its citizens during
tixpesufwarflbaligvedjmtlm

4 or >
What I believe that I said was

suspend consti
times of war. It takes that right.
This was manifested in the unfa-
vorable decisions of the Supreme
Court in the cases of Yasui,
Hirabayashi and Korematsu. It
was manifested in the evacuation
and internment of Japanese
Again, I believe I was misquot-
ed or misunderstood. ical-
ly, I do not believe that the gov-
ernment has the right to suspend
the constitutional rights of its citi-
zens at any time, even in times of
war. | state that the government
has taken that right many times
in spite of the Constitution.

Dﬁamo,Cahf_

Letter's Language
Offends Readers

I have been reading with much

'nﬂwmhhddﬂk.

Americans. B

pressed by coksmnists do not neces-,
sarlly ” The
cokumns are the personal of
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One céuplo’s Journoy Through the
Process of Domestic Adoption

_(Continued from page 1)
lbont -hrxp-b:mw

It is often thought that
birth parents will always -
mnk: better parents for their

st .
acknowl maﬂmny

will face in dealing

a that is inher-
tl; bias especially
eng;mntn 4 thnoee:ﬁomﬁm ign-

ents in the Asian American,
African American, Latino, gay
and lesbian and mixed race

cal or downright fearful. ut
in somie ways, it's gotten a bad

mod:er of adopted chil-
dren herself, believes that
Eurt of its repumtmn has been
uilt-on stereotypes stemming
from a few extreme experi-

ences.
is that,

16 ptive par-
ents. But that isn’t what nec-
essarily constitutes the best
family for the she said.

_Pact, based out of Sathn

of color waiting to be
adopbed and to minorities who

il iy Ll e

“Public i
one, it [ndopnon] is extremely
expensive; two, birth parents
change their minds or are try-
ing to scam adoptive parents;
three, it takes a very, very
long time; and four. blood is
thicker than water.”

Hall streaseq that every
case is different and that not
all of these situations will be
true for everyone. She be-
lieves that some pre—adopnve

suhcumed into a system that
e Tire gy o)

ere aren ngen
cies that are mll.y

race matters, said_
‘Cixldmn of color are--quite
underserved in the world of
adoption, and there are a’lot
of barriers for populations of
color that are under a lot of
stress, whether it is socio-eco-
nomic or political.”

ities.
Typically, couples and sin-
gles who euntaa Pact seekmg

Bted

“I don't know of any pro-
in this state that is not
E':gllniah-bued she gave as
le. “How are people

to adopt are
ﬁnmaﬂymble.werss in-
fertile and in good health. Of
those that are clients, Pact re-
ported,zg) percent gre Cau-

AA Plct’a ﬁgmu ‘also show
that 70 percent of their clients
are married couples, 15 per-
cent are single and 15 percent
are gay or lesbian.

did not account for
the ethnicities of the interra-

Through educational, men-
toring and buddy-to-buddy
programs, Pact’s mission is to
place children of color within
adoptive homes and environ-
ments which will nurture a
connection to their ethnic or

whn know English as a second
language going .to -negotiate
that?

‘We often hear [other orga-

mvwedherei.fyouwerea mi-

nority?

‘I know it’s not an easy sys-

said Hall. “That's why

rtant to keep
until you find some-
onetg:u can imagin h'umngm
in most imj t sif
tion of your hfe.mn

he Kodas recently con-
tacted Pact themselves
m hopes of renewing
their prospects. But, at this
l:ﬁll' they : remnm guarded —

nu 1m

el

;
i

Ll

&

3
1

parents are scared off by “a Although there have always  cultural heritage. “Do we want an Asian
medn bm [pmmulgahngbo been fewer minorities than 'l'hmunnpmmt a problem, [American].child? Absoutely! —most peche have been very
Ci who p adop- , for parents who are Do we think we're going to get  generous.
éngwhxch makes it tion in the United States, aduphng children of a differ- one? Probably not,” Jan said. ded Jan, “If you have to
fnggte proach the Pact actively seeks mred:l.fy ent race, otherwise known as  “T've on]ygeenone.hpmese be a parent, this is what you
system, espea a system the limits of the system by transracial adoption. American baby on_the Inter- will go through.”

constituted upon European- embracing those smaller “We see a lot of white fami- netmallthenmeu\mnt\hsl‘ve But, she said, “T've wanted

based mores about what tho no less insignificant lies that will preferentially been ing.” thisni.lmylife".

makesa good family.” num of pre-adoptive par- look at a child of Asian de- She added that they've con-

; N ﬁc& am} ti: 1; otﬁgloﬂau a sidered interpational adﬁ& Ifyou wouldlika more infor-
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good at math or musically tal- outt.hemﬁ:rthem. ot To reach
ented. _ Jan continues to set aside at W, & g:ﬂm 7
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but that is a the Internet. &;‘m 310/836-
“My . stepsister thinks m ‘1223 . m Angeles.
obsessed,” she said. “But they :
will never understand the ?
amount of pain of these last ~ Neit week’s story will continue
princesses,” she sai ten years ... or what an-all-en- fo0 focus on the pre-adoption
Theot.bermdeofthecomu compassing process this has process, following ilies who
the birth mot:hern, women of - been. . hmaﬂmdauimdmmpuh
JOURNEY TO VIETNAM (15 doys) Nov || color who realize that they are  “Alot of times,” Jan mused, suing i
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