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Transracial Iues, Interracial Families:
AAs Parenting Adopted Asian Children

thae Sibor o fa

(This is the third in a four-part se- out,” she said. “When they finally

ries exploring Asian American called out her name, HaiYi,

families and adoption.) HaiYi, we were like, Wow, this is
our little girl’

BY TRACY UBA they had been “Sometimes it takes people a

Writer/Reporier ith. By the time long time to come to the deasion

i to " she said. “For us, it just

\
i Okamoto Floyd remem-
bers the first time she ever
laid eyes on her infant
— the terrified look on

felt right. It just felt like this is
what we were supposed to be do-
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them 9 to 10 months old by now,
ferried over from
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(FCC), which

York in the mid-1990s. It is an in-

ternational, loosely associated
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Senate Intelligence Committee
on Sept. 22 about the latest de-
velopments involving the Chi-
nese espionage case.

evidence. I think there may have
been new facts brought to the at-
tention of the FBL" Several out-

may have been taken.

China again rejected any alle-
gations of espi

“We have said many that
it 1s false and i " For-
in New York before a meeting
with of State

ine Albrigh
He also reiterated.- .

WEEKLY

$1.50 posipald (US., Can.) / $2.30 (Japan Aln

more resources into the investi-
gation and expand it beyond the
Los Alamos laboratory, where the
FBT's attention has been concen-

Stll, a former Los Alamos com-
puter scientist, Wen Ho Lee, who

APA Political Education
Institute Holds _Conference

By MARTHA NAKAGAWA
Assistant Editor
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in government and among pri-
vate contractors “and could have
come from organizations

Lega
codes that chronicle the develop-
ment of America’s nuclear arse-

Intelligence Advisory Board con-  nal — into & less secure comput-
cluded in a repart in June. er network.

The advisory panel, chaired by It is not known whether any of
former S ‘Warren Rud the inft ion left the lab’s un-
of New H. shire, ioned  classified comp system. With
why “only one investigation was  little information linking him to
initiated” and it focused “on only the W-88 warhead espionage,
ane category of potential sources familiar with the investi-

Affairs Com-
mittee last month questioned
why the FBI did not cast a broad-
er net when first told to find out
who might have given the W-88
secrets to China.

From the beginning, the FBI
identified Los Alamos “as the

gation said any potential crimi-
nal prosecution likely would in-
volve the file transfers.
Investigators have acknowl-
edged that Lee became & prime
target in part because he and his
wife had frequent contact with
Chinese scientific delegations
and they had made trips to Chi-
na in the 1980s. Lee has said lab
officials approved those trips. B
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organization, a position she has

U.S. Justice Department

The U.S. Department of Jus-
tice, Community Relations Ser-
vices, honored the Los Angeles

ission on Human

Scott from the Dis-
trict / o uHabCﬁla‘gPrm-
ecution Unit; Capt. Richard

iff's Hate Crime

Relations with the State and Lo- 'IhskFcnz;Dr.A??e'
cal Partnership Avard, to recog-  the Los mﬁm
nize its role in the Los es ] aﬂnmlle
County Hate Crime lations; Marsha of
Team and its efforts toward ty of Burbank and past
gthening race relati in d HRMAC, the com-
America. mission’s Human Relations Mu-
The award was pr d to Consortium of
Ron i, executive di-  cities.
1"of the g:;misaion, o The national Community Re-
Sept. 17 during s lations Service works through-
Race Relations Symposium at out the country to mediate racial
the Omni Shoreham Hotel in conflict, prevent violence and
Wuhingm%vD,C. promote race relations. The Los
Joining Wakabayashi in the Angeles County Commission has
recognition were several of the been singled out in a showease of
ission’s partners, i di best in use around the

i
i

facilitated
8
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“You are on your own." He cau- he wanted to find better ways to  proach " But he did add that he ap-
T was also fru d with how with the three “m’s” — message,

when it comes time to collect, the ﬁnnpmbumﬁ:\rﬁnmhm mechanics and money.
funds may not materialize. school district, and lized the A ding"to Kuwata, a candi-
s a fund-raiesr doss Inck of eloced officials addrmmsing  daiel should ecompase

donations. “Hiring 8  the needs of Asian Pecific  why they are running, what

(“fund-raiser &unﬂ. -vhe_wur American community. - thuneis,whntdanndhnnd
of raising funds” s2id T realized I would rather be why should be elected. He
He said fund-raisers are  frustrated and havé a vote than be md::av.dm i should be able to
to assist candidates in raising  frustrated and not have & vote,” answer what in political circles is
money. Fong estimated he spert  gaid Honda. “I would rather be considered the “Roger Mudd” ques-
about 18 out of 8 24-hour day esk- d and have infc tion, a term which came into exis-
mlm i rather \than be frustrated and tence in 1980 when newscaster
» ﬂwmmmm-l wonder what the hell is going on  Mudd asked then presidential
omey ey a can ©  with my community, my state, Ted Kennedy why he want-
get a quick start, Fung said, “Geing ed to be president. Kennedy failed
into your own pocket should be the Byt Honda admitted he had to  to adequately answer that question
last resort” If & candidate is con- overcome his own fears such  and damaged his . “You
sidering this, Fong 8 s the fear of public of have to be able to answer. that

“loan” to the camy rather than  rgjection losing a race and  question,” said Kuwata.
& “donation,’ ‘mlfyn.'uwm,youmn his general lack of self-confidence In addition, Kuwata pointed to
take the money out. in new situations. the importance of having a theme.
5z, “The greatest barrier of Asian  As an example, Kuwata pointed to
+ Hiring 8 Americans participating in elected  the presidential bid of Texas gover

tability, Fong said un-

office, whether it’s elected or ap-

pointed, is ourselves,” said Honda,
who admitted that overcoming his
fears was a constant struggle

What bolstered his confidence,
Honda said, was realizing that
“what you have to say may be im-
portant to other people

“The thi that make you per-
spire, don't let that be a barner,”
continued Honda. “Look at it as a
challenge and address it.”

because
is tied into that package of compas-
i conservatism. I'm e parti-
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Dissenters’ Actions Worsened i | 5
- Hostlity Film Liberates Dissenters 2 2o
SHIM HIRAOEA
V10th of 1 ofthe U.S. rom i Wheo
S 1008 o1 pemtatiey s JACL Vise Grip sl
B S Focrmon ot il minoriies in Amer- By TARASUMI ther thered with me seaas of his
0 nd i et ractal m - KOJIMA groups’ ive fantasies’ Miltary ntelMgmce Servies expe
r;mdhlmm.ww 5 P“m:wg; Omori fn—ﬁn n,.a? riences duri Since
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man/woman plays by Asian
Americans and (b) camp, so it
was with some refuctance that I
went to see it.

And much to my surprise, I
liked it. In fact I was blown
away by it.

Written and performed by

Jerry Fujikawa made a long ca-
reer out of playing stereotypical
“Oriental” roles in the movies

in search of her father’s secrets.
One hesitates to more, as
this is one drama tHat is filled
with surprising real-life twists
and turns.

To be sure, this is not a “nor-
mal” Japanese American story,
at least‘not on the surface. For
one thing, Jerry married a Eu-

American woman, some-
thing very few Nisei did for var-
ious reasons, the fact that it was
illegal being one of them. Jerry’s
choice of acting as a career was
also unusual for a Nisei, as most
of her contemporaries tended to
choose occupations involving
\ess risk and uncertainty- And it
is a story involving silence
about camp, mental illness, bro-
ken marriages, and untimely
death.
kay, so maybe it's more “nor-
mal” than we realize. Perhaps

things came to be.
Eventually, we get to camp.
telling us the story of
ard

cialized and don't work so well
as introductory pieces, while
most of the works which are
meant to be overviews cr intro-
ductions are flawed.

Two of the films I do often rec-
ommend as good introductory
pieces are Steven Okazaki’s
“Days of Waiting” and Janice
Tanaka's “Who's Going to Pay
for These Donuts, Anyway?” I'd
add “Old Man River” to the list.
All are about very specific fami-
lies or individuals, none of
whom seem to be “typical.”
None are specifically about
camp. But each gets us involved
in stories which happen to in-
volve camp and each shows the
“dévastation” camp left in its
wake on a very personal and
specific level. In each case, the
specific becomes the best way to
talk about the general. And in
each case, what 1s and isn't “typ-
ical” is called into question.

None are easy to see, 80 ene

—

; :*Vety'mly\&n

find, of . The other day
at Barnes-Noble, Microsoft's
Enwmix_aprimﬁ'rmatmou

blocks away at Sam's .diaemmt
warehouse was the same for

Recent vintage dictionaries
don't bother with ligatures; our
computer provides only four
(see- above), by accessing the
Character Map. But the Centu-
ry (1948), a three-volume

i set in the PC. Li-
brary, uses them.

The 12-letter word, of course,
means words formed by imitat-

ing the sound with
the thing being described, as
bow-wow. The J equiva-

lent here is won-won. And let’s
go over some expressions with
repeated sounds — thanks to
the continuing feature in the
Japan Times, “Feelingual” by
Taro Gomi, with humorous
sketches. In some cases, we've
appended the source of the
Japanese onomatopeeic word.
Kechi kechi—someone who 1s

special
Francisco, Denver, Los :
Burlington (Vermont), Atlant:

your local listings or t.he com-
o.unity 'ealendnr in this paper

Nobi Nobi

Donaru—+to roar.
Doro doro—something cov-
ered -in mud (sloppy); liquid

By Hamy Honda

Onomatopoetically. Speaking —

that's- opaque and sticky times, like someone eat-

(syrupy); of mixed emotions or mghurﬁly,sﬁ.lpt.hn!kqeps
muddled. Doro—mud. opening and closing.
Chibi chibi i hi Pakupaku—to puff away at
little by little to e it last as  one's cigar.

long as possible (sipping 2 Peko peko—sound or act of

drink). Chibi—a dwarf. bending a thin metal or plastic

Chiku chiku—a sharp object
pricking something; the pain
felt from such.

Bara bara—the sound of hail-
stones falling to the ground;
things scattered in bits and
pieces, or something that lacks
unity.

Bari bari—sound of tearing,
crunching something; of ener-
getic action; also sometliing
hard and stiff.

Bcta bata—the sound of a

flag or banner in the
wind; making a sound by shak-
mgsu_chobjects_, jects falling

or clingy; someone clinging to
others (often describes a man
and woman who stick closely to-
gether); covering a surface with
paint, pieces of paper. Beta—all
over.

Biku biku—describes part of
the body shaking gently; some-
one who is afraid or nervous
(scared). Bikubiku—to feel ner-
vous.

Bura bura—e rather heavy

object that is dangling;
without any real purpose or
i slowly (strolling);

spending time without any mo-
tive (loafing arcund); drifting
through life.

N

a foreign language; thumbing

ing). Perori-to—to loll out one’s
tongue in contempt.

Poka poka—a feeling of
warmth throughout one's body;
sound of beating someone.
Poka—the sound when whack-
ing someone or something.

- Pun pun—describes someone

who is very angry, a strong
smell hanging over a place
Punpun—to be in a huff.

Pyon pyon—describes hop-
ping or skipping (like a rabbit,

. for instance).

These are some of the colorfui
sounds I heard my mom use off
and on.

And a part of P.C.'s past: Iro-
Iro (miscellaneous, all kinds of)
was the title of onetime P.C. Ed-
itor T. Johnston's col-
umn in the late 1980s. B

The new mugshot comes from

Buru bury

Sacr to JACLer Kiki Ryu-
go, taken at the 1998 Tule Lake
ion. Thanks.

ing shak-
ing, trembling; also describes
's body shaking from

(leisurely). Nobiru—to extend, | vy pusiness card in each issue for 25 Issues s $15
I per line, three-iine
lengthen, postpone, well. | minimum Largerfype (12 pt} counts as two lines. Logo same as fine rate as
Noso ing slowly d. PC has made no that the businesses listed In this
y are by proper
ASAHI TRAVEL | AILEEN A FURUEAWA, CPA
e v A for Estates
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Angeles S0017; (213) 8224333 <+ s
FLOWER VIEW GARDENS
6 Flowees Pruit Wine & Uwaj
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(323) 466-7373 /. & Jim lo -
‘Howard Igasaki, D.D.S., Inc.
Alan Igasaki, D.D.S.
G | Dentistry / Periodonti
22850 Crenshaw Bivd., Ste. 102
Torrance, CA 50505
(310) 534-8282
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Re: U.S.-Japan
Relations Committee

—

Bill Hosokawa's article -on

JACLs US.Japan Relations -
Committe i

in the Sept. 10-16 is-
sue points out some questions fac-
that may not have any satisfacto-
. ry enswers. | did feel that some
further jon should be
hgadsnmwhyowumm' ex-

“The main purpase of the US.-
s o

USJR — feeling that things are
not too bad and events are not re-

Mitoma.
Obviously, the USJRC is not in
the same league as the think
tanks that Hosok ti

leased from America's concentra-
tion camps. >
died fighting for their fam-

Draft Resisters Need
Better Spokesman
than Frank Chin

them.

And why doee P.C. editor Caro-
lmery:gx dignify Chin's three

3 1 blings by
labelling it an editorial? I'm sure
she doesn't agree with his wacky
accusations against the JACL,
442nd RCT, Mike Masacka, Bill

detectives (Sean Connery
and Wesley Snipes). The day this
Asian Americans all across the

Clark, Yoshiko, 65, Las
Aug. 29; Japen-born; by
busband Anthony; sons Mario

0
(T

|

I
£

it
LHHI

i
i
"

E
R
!
g

would defame the and glorify
90375 — and Twil smd o 8 1 Lt o i 10
m pracs at. We can :fn::whcsgv:dnwdhe‘smd
place you on our mailing whe read slanted ver-
for futare mailings. e v Viosd Wiar T ool
It is time for JACLers to rededi-
cate ourselves to motto: “Bet-
Rancho Palos Verdes, Calif. mAminmin:mmAmm‘-
o et
" Was Odoc
Debate on Resisters Renton, Wash.
Detracts From More o
'"W"_ u.lssues . Tagawa Hypocritical in e in improving the Asian Ameri
“Rabbit in the Moon" was Article media i whetherhe  ment ts describe Horike as
shown in an wants another acting j determined to outlast the bigots
m’ﬂ?ov—p@t I know I'm late, but [ wanted to ,'Atadhhdic(}m::u'h —nd.u:d-d.'l‘heﬁ:m-
w" . respond to your story, “TV ‘White-  jits own historical amnesia by un-  ber Pearl Harbor League disap-
It nly fit i very appro- on the Rise” illustrating your ertide  pegred in August 1945.
priately @emb& (SQ-N);NMM with & still of Tagawa in “Rising A graduste of the College of
cause it presents a very ; actor Cary-  Sun,” complete with a_caption Sound, Horike managed
point of view jof Amenica's con- Hiroyuki Tagawa s he'urges the  written by 20th Century Fox. the hotel until &
centration camnp experience. Asian n community obe- Last of all, I havea question for = VTVt L m
did not agrée with the movies _against inadequate Asian images  should those of us who are ac- then opened Fuji Ten-Cent Store
dv;;bdnwpnpm in the media. . tivists follow your advice end m%;":‘!"“"“”"‘““
and that theirpointof ~ However, six years the “stand up” agminst the poor por- B p e post
v-ww-]lmd. Asian American cos i trayal of “Asian Americans” irr the lvl-nndhn-dh-ﬁm’b
I&i*thﬁmh%: xuhmm medis if, when we do,you Dear his new shop, breaking the
ng-ﬁnﬁ“ u-ﬂ?&-‘-- Robont He dd.:-wuum
mwnﬂm&o p-'nn_-hﬁunn- Studio City, nis, Soat 1

Ph. 213 <626-0447 . comseier
Fax 213 <617-2781

KUBOTA NIKKEIL

MORTUARY

FDL. #9929
911 VENICE BLVD.
LOS ANGELES, CA 90015
(213) 749-1449
FAX (213) 749-0265
President
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; being & different ethnidity from snde Caucasian  that her mom has been watching  gy-Det.
ADOPTION, their 14-month-old son Nicholas, father of Irish descent, Rachel over and ber family in _Als, logk out for APCS o
:  who was born domestically and is have the benefit of several spirit. 1 always felt that she ~mentary “The Story
(Continued from page 1) : ‘ P 3 & 3 jon ‘angel sxd and Sons.” which is scheduled to
: half Chinese and half Caucasian, cultures. Jeri, in euuﬁhw":ﬁn e ren during theweek
which kids come to play together  has been an issue to considerbut  ular, agrees that beinga that shels talling me, This was reTun ’-N.
and perents, both couples and necessarily see it as a i from ‘her meant to/be. . before Father's
singles, come to commiserate. won't necessarily be a difficult is-  H you would like general infor- ol -
The group discusses par- “We talked about that” ssid sue because she herselfis AA. mwhm Ndu&.‘b&? focus -
enting end. education Mark, 44, a minister at the West  “Because I have an Asian face,  network Families With Children U!paww i MMMAM
and provides thase who have just ' United ist 1 dont get as fnany questions as  From China (FCC), look up their - a8 0%l o' particu-
begun the pre-adoption process  Church. “But it hasn't been inuch maybe is white” Web page at http/fwccorg. For - w e vaes of ontity were
with an opportunity to ask ques-  of & [concern] partly because we  said Jeri, who has remained ac-  mare about FCC-LA,  larly } '::' P et
tions. live in California which has such  tive with various AA community write to PO. Box 642560, Las An-  negotiated th:r'
FCC-LA also provides child- @ diverse population.” jons over the geles, CA 90064; call: 310234~  for them to meet fami
care with cultural crafts and Mark was featured last year in “People think she is my bi 8552, or email: djfloyd@prodi- lies.
hosts special workshops'on adop-  an ABC Father’s docamen-  child”
tion basics, citi ip and other m@ums?:;dw But, she added, “We want her member of the West Virigina House
topics of intetest. In March, over  and Sons,” in which he was inter-  to féel comfortable about being CONFERENCE of Delegates. .
70 i the Chi- viewed and videotaped -. adopted. We dant want her to Amores described West Virigini-
nese New Year by attending the  ing Nicholas’ baptism. . foel that it was a second choice.  (Continued from page 1) ans uw 5
100th Golden Parade in  -“For Ceucasians who are rais- _ “[Another] goal is to help her e o Wm
Chinatown. ing an Asian child and living in  feel comfortable with what she cal influence ... and I thiok part of has APMWM_ S
) the Midwest though, for exam- looks like and with what others that is reflected in what we're see- that d’cnemx’ Hﬂg’;
Tmmmdm- ple, that might be a little differ-  look like. Her ethnic heritage is mnmmm;:dmwﬁf o et g Early p,nm””’;
cal adoptions in the United  ent” added Pam, 38, currently 2 Chinese American and Rachel positions across the Ut umm mem- L Bered fric
States, that is, parents adopting  stay-athome mom. has many friends who are Chi- ‘l”":‘;m mAPA oyl
and raising children of a different With over 50 percent of Japan-  nese adoptees. As shé grows old- high percentage m!whim, m“dm_ Speakers included: Alice Barden,”
race, has led to the emergence of ese Americans and other AAs er,(.h@ere_\atimshipsmllbe 76 CAPAs are fundraiser: Ted Chen, Channel 4
fundamental questions relating marrying out these days, said  very important,” shestressed. R ACC R " News broadcaster; John Chiang,
to how children, particularly mi-  Mark, those lines between differ- ~ They will be espedially impor-  “upy i i rorisingly given  California Board of Equalization
nority children, will negotiate ent ethnicities are becoming tant when the time comes 0 eX- | U\ ont many came to the Unit- member; Judy Chu, mayor of Mon-
their ethnic identity as they get  blurred. plainthedrcumst_:mcmofher ed States,” said Royce. “This is & terey Park; Harvey Englander, con-
Mark did mention, however, birth family. ‘It will be hard 0 .} higher percentage than we sultant; Matthew Fong, former Cal-
On one side of this general de*  that Nicholas' birth parents, an  tell Rachel as she gets older that  gee in other ethnic groups in the ifornia State Treasurer, Warren Fu-
bate is the theoretical question interracial married couple who theres no information about her  United States. Part of that is prob-  rutani, Los Angeles Community
the child will inevitably  fell on some financial hardship  [biologicall " ably due to the good works, training Cdl’!Dﬂ}ﬁMOfm
experience a loss of identity and decided it was best to give up Although she is still very in Dr. F J. Guerra, director of
and/or community by their baby for adoption, were ; Rachel has already begun  that CAUSE and other organiza- the Center for the Study of Los An-
placed in a family of a difierent  happy to see their child go to an  to ask questions about the family tions are doing in the community” geles at Loyola t Univer-
radial or cultural AA family. raising her, Gnes that may even- i at the con- sity, Thomas Hilt and
On the other side of the debate Unlike many who experience tually lead back to that delicate specislist Hira-
are same adoptian ies and  Jong periods of waiting, it took intersection when two sets of X
parents of adopted children who  the Nakagawas only a year to lives and cultures
argue that theoretical anxieties find their son through their adop- imes,” Jeri said
about racial identity should not tion facilitator, the Adoption Net-  “Rachel asks me, ‘Who took care
precede placing a waiting child  work in Laguna Niguel, Calif. It of you when you were a little girl?
with & family willing and capeble  was & smooth open adoption; Who was your y7
of raising it they were present for his birth I tell her Nana Chiyo,” she
Whether one wants to partake  and they said they are still on she was never
in this debate or dispel it alto good terms with the biological ~able to meet her granddaughter,
gether, learning how to parent parents. Jeri in the i
culturally and being sensitive to
a child’s ethnic heritage is still an ike the Nakagawas, the
integral facet of the post-adoption also
as members of FCC-LA  the issues that arise out of adopt-
try to put into practice. ially. They believe
For Mark and Pam Nakagawa,  that as the child of a third-gener-

Position is full-ime. Excellent fringe
commensurate with L Send
St. San Francisco, CA 94115 or fax to 4158314671
resumes not accepted.

e-mai.
benefit package provided. Compettive salary
resume and cover letter to: JACL. 1765 Sutter
E-maied applicatons’ J

B JOE REOPENING
Program Director-Education

Under the general
JACL Education Programs
a wide vanety of dubes 10 ensure
JACL's national education

ACCOUNTING
ASSISTANT CONTROLLER

SAN GABRIEL VILLAGE
235 W. Fairview Ave
San Gabriel, CA 91776
(213) 283-5685

(818) 289-5674 ' [ com (Cick én Gty obs).

Creators of the Original, Bronze
i (K A MON)
JAZ

| ‘Symbol of your Japanese surname & its history’
| % KAMON BUMKO: Complete, private library of Kamon &
| - related references. We can research a Kamon for you which
| accurately symbolizes your sumame & its profound history.
| % KAMON JYDXU: Leam about the history behind your Kamon
| & Japanese sumame. Sessions of individualized instruction
| available by appt.
YOSHIDA KAMON ART
P. O. Box 2958, Gardena, CA 90247-1158
(213) 629-2848 (8am - 10pm/PST)
KEI YOSHIDA, ResearcherfInstiuctor ~ NINA YOSHIDA. Translator
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@merican Holiday Travel
1999 TouR SCHEDE

- Tanaka Travel Service is a full service agency and can
< ﬂmh:m&“mﬁhﬂ-
ings, & other plans 8lno eddiional charge. -

Suite 300
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Suite 901
J.
Suite 260

Suite 210

Ins. A

Isu-Tsuneishi-
250€. 15t SL., Los Ang
Sute 1005

Alhara insurance Agency,
250 E_ 15t S, Los Angeles
Sulte 700 {213) 6269625

Funakoshi-io ins. Services,
99 S. Lake Ave., Pasadend 81101
) (626)

Lick 0175784,

Insurance inc.
SN.mmeMlm
Kagawa Insurance Agency, inc.
420 E_ Third St Los Angeles 90013
(213) 628-1800

Morey Company, inc.
One Cenlerpoirtie Drive, La
(714) 5625910
7

Ogino-Aizumi Insurance Agency
1818 W. Beverly B, Monisbello 90640
(323) 728-7488

inc.
90012

inc.
795-7059

Inc.
oles 90012
(213) 628-1365
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