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Lawsuit May Be Brewing Over NJAMF Inscnptlon

By ASSOCIATED PRESS

ians on the islands in 1778, date of
the first known arrival by Euro-
peans.

Hawaii was a kingdom until
1893, when the

Hawaii was a U.S. tan'mnry until
1959 when it bu:nme 50th
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the voting law was valid becaue

See HAWAIVpage 8

McCaln Apologlzes for Slur

Ttk

My fellow prisoners
were treated even worse,” said Mc-
Cain in a statement. “Although I
will never forgive my prison guards
for the atrocities committed

e
the highest regard
worked in support ef the Viet-
namese American community in
this country at every oppdrtunity.

“I will continue to condemn those
who unfairly mistreated us. But
out of respect to a great number of
people for whom I hold in very high
regard, I will no longer use the
term that has caused such discom-
fort.

“I apologize

ByMAR'lﬂANAKAGAWA quNPsmﬂy}:?hthtfe inscripticg un.be comm to question NJAMFs
Assistant Edi ot indica exclusion of aspects
il || World War I ooy .::x:; WASHINGTON—The Supreme
The National Japanese American “If in fact the Park Service feels them included the lack of reference Court on Feb. 23 struck down
Memorial Foundation (NJAMF) they would like to reverse them- to those who fought évacuation or HAWail's practice of letting only
may be facing a lawsuit over the se-  selves, it is their obligation, in writ-  detention through the sys- people with Hawaiian blood vote for
lection process and inclusion of & ing, to,notify us of that fact,” said tems (i.e., the cases of ' Mif l)edm)ofamthn’tbuﬁu
controversial figure on the memori- ida. “To date, I have re Endo, Hirah hi . of the island’s original
al wall. ceived no notification of that fact”  Korematsu, Minory Yasui and the residents. o
Following & tense morning ses- P to Sogi’s Heart M in Fair Play Commit- The voting restriction allows up
sion at a NJAMF board meeting in  ment, board member Masaru Fu- tee), the absence of non-War Relo- @Wful racial discrimination, the
San Diego on Feb. 26, board mem- nai successfully entertained a mo- cation Authority camps such as the f“?“”“uby"{'ZW*
ber Francis Sogi announced that he  tion to “empower the chairman to Departmen!afJusﬁcemdArmy ‘A state may not deny or abridge
will consider fil- rup prisoner of the right to vote on account of race,
ing a lawsuit — war camps; no nnddn&lawdogm, "“5?:‘:":
i s - y
sgainst _ the | NJAMF Proposed Inscriptions as of Feb. 2000 | mention of vol “2hom I Hemoedy brote o v
Mike Masdoka . itati Hawaii’s consti
quote is not tak. | Panel 1 ‘ sdoodtationof " white Hawaii rancher had
o oatas partor |  MAY THIS MEMORIALBEATRIBUTE TO THE INDOMITABLE | wiow s i,  challenged the state’s imits on who
the inscrintions. | SPIRIT OF A CITIZENRY IN WORLD WAR Il WHO REMAINED | . o0 1€ ¥ con vote for trustees of the Office of
Saying that STEADFAST IN THEIR FAITH IN OUR DEMOCRATIC SYSTEM. ka quote came to Hawaiian Affairs, which adminis-
he, a number of B o - the public fore ter state funds and proceeds of
other board NORMAN Y. MINETA, uee, Heart Center, late last year, public land to aid people cescended
and“a | US.Congressman more than 150
large number of letters opposing The offce, created in 1978, ad-
people” strongly }, Panel 2 N Masaoka's incly.  Rinisters a $300 million trust that
ol ‘commuss. | 1AM PROUD THAT I AM AN AMERICAN OF JAPANESE AN- | oS00 8 e % provides economic, social, health
cation was not | CESTRY. IBELIEVE IN THIS NATION'S INSTITUTION, IDEALS | o5 ™5 °%  and education aid for about 200,000
open” os o the | AND TRADITIONS; I GLORY IN HER HERITAGE; I BOAST OF - residents of Hawaiian blood.
Mesaoks ~ in. | HERHISTORY; 1 TRUST IN HER FUTURE. s to the latest  The state constitution limits vot-
scription  ap- M o B s development, ing for the trustees to people de-
sovt ; MIKE M. MASA( KAWurldWarH%anand(kvﬂR:ghﬁstﬁe Chiogioji said, scended from the original Hawai-
mSo.;:a:zltnx **(Note: ’I‘heongmn]texxmads “I am proud that I am an American |' mﬁm
the instie to the of Japanese ancestry, for very background makes me appreciate to but-that would
1 arena | more fully’ !hewundezﬁﬂadvsnmémaﬂimnanmlbebevemherm be'very sadtosée ‘
where we feel shmﬁ(ms ideals and traditions; I glory in her heritage; I boast of her ocar” and thet nomi-
the playmgﬁe.ld history; I trust in her future.”) <t seems like we  D€% Senan:r John Mo(_‘am, apolo-
s paces level® N ’. hids ftic gized ‘on Feb. 21 for his continued
T - pmaen Panel 3 N process where use of the term “gook” to describe
score his point OUR ACTIONS HERE IN PASSING T' LIBERTIES ACT wva Tind o woba his-North Viethamese captors say-
on the lack of | OF:1988 ARE FOR GIVIN( IBILITY TOOUR | ./ it ‘wasn't mg."l\deeﬂyregretanypamlmay
e commmuns. | CONSTITUTIONAL SYSTEM AND REINFORCING OUR TRADI- | 8¢, W&%  have caused by my choice of words.”
ohtion, ‘Sogi re. | TION OF JUSTICE. sl A former Navy pilot, McCain
counted & con- . T‘fwvoteChjo spent five years as a prisoner of war
ergation; e ROBERT T. MATSUI, Evacuee, Tule Lake Relocation Center, US. giofi wan refer. B the infamous North Vietnamese
hid e revent a8 Congressman nng!ohappensd ::sand&adbemquﬁedand
Feb. 24, with ; at an Oct. using the term ‘gook” several
John Parséns, Panels 10, 11, 12 meeting in times in describing his former cap-
the National See INSCRIPTIONS/page 8 Washington, forn. Mt;st muﬁ heb““ quoted
Park  Service ! DC, where 22 Using the ethnic slur by reporters
(NPS) official L 1 soembers® tmhxsmmpmg] bus in South Car-
working with the NJAMF. ‘take any and all actions necessary voted to accept them; seven voted
“] agked him point blank, ‘Have in the area of retaining legal coun- no; and five abstained. M]chn hﬂsb::e:!:hmshl| Y a;'t:
youappmveddleuma‘lphonsm sel as is necessary” in the Alfamvalue the results of the pers bymem 3 md:
the indusion of Mike event that a [awsuit is filed. vote seem simple enough. But eight mgc'.he JA‘SII: for his u_:e of “me

Masaocka? He said, No we have
not,™ said Stgx
This is in-contrast to statements
made by NJAMF Executive Direc-
tor Cherry Tsutsumida and Chair-
man Melvin Chiogioji, both of
whom have publicly stated the in-
scriptions_have been approved by
both the NPS and the Commission
on Fine Arts (CFA), two of three
ions that must approve the
construction of any memorial in'the
nation’s capitol.
Parsons

ns could not be reached via

phone calls or email as of press time
to clarify this point.

According to Tsutsumida, the

CFA “in concept approved of all

parts of the mem~=~1" ~nd mhon
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Sogi's action comes on the heels
of public opposition over the inclu-
sion of the Masaoka quote. All in-
scriptions on the monument came
under public scrutiny when they
were published in an Associated
Press article, which appeared in the
Washington Times on July 16.
Eventually, NJ. was forced to
drop the citation of a 1943 Supreme
Court ruling which had read: “The
court ruled -that the adoption by
government, in mms of war and
threatened i of of

board members have publicly cried
foul over the entire process.

In the minutes from the Oct. 23
NJAMF meeting, it is stated that
the board moved to “accept the ver-
sion of the msa1punn apprvvedby
the Fine Arts Commission.” The
dissenters question whether the in-
scriptions were in fact a by
the CFA at the time or whether the
boardmmberswemledmbdleve
this, thereby further dis-
mssmnwnhm'.hebuardandmthe

public safety, is not wholly beyond
the limits of the Constitution and is
not to be condemned.”

The revelation of the inscriptions
further spurred those i in the Nikkei
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Monterey, California
June 26-July 2,:2000
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Transcripts fmm the Oct. 21 CFA
meeting has J. Carter Brown, head
of CFA, saying “that the final in-
scription  submission  therefore
would be the only thing excerpted
from this total green light” and that
“...the inseriptions come last and
we have really a lot of time before
every letter is designed and put on
the wall.”

See NJAMF/page 3

* comes froma

term that to this day is used as a
slur against APAs. Although Mc-
Cain initially adamantly refused to
apologize for his use of the term, the
Senator recently had a change of
heart. *

“For five and a half years, I was

- mistreated hy Ho Chi Minh's

Wen Ho Lee Attorneys Say
‘Mishandled Information’ Was
Available in Public Domain

By ASSOCIATED PRESS

ALBUQUERQUE, N.M.—For-
mer Los Alamos National Labora-
tory scientist Wen Ho Lee expects
to show during his trial that the
nuclear weapons secrets he is ac-
cused of were avail-
able to the public from other easily
found sources.

The peek at Lees trial strategy
filing made Feb.

22ina over whether

els as the government contends,
wmmdﬂyuvaﬂablemnpmhm
ature, inuch of it published with
Lhehxuwledgeandappmval of the
national-
al government,” t.he document
states.
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conventioneers.
Reservations ASAP: 831/649-4511,
<www. doubletreemonterey. com>.

Eastern
Fri-Tues, March. 31-April 4—Wash-
ington, D.C., Leadership Conference;
Doubletree Hotel. Info: Tom Ehnle,
415/921-5225.

Midwest

DETROIT

Sun, March 12—54th Annual In-
stallation Dinner;, 104 p.m., Pekmﬁ
House, 215 S. Washxnglon

QOak; qxalrer Mary” Ann Mahaf
past city council president. RSVP

March 5: Mary Kamidoi, 734/522-
7917; Toshi Shimoura, 248/356-3089.

Intermountain

DISTRICT COUNCIL

Sat., March 4—Districc  Council
Meeting, Jackpot, Nev.
MC-WN-Pacific

CONTRA COSTA

Sun., March 19—Senior Appreci-
atioryScholarship Awards luncheon
potiuck; 2-5 p.m., Hall, 1
Alvarado Square, San Pabio; karaoke
by Mokuyo-Kai. Info: Esther Takeuchi.
FREMONT

Sun., March 19—8ay Meadows out-
ing; see Community Calendar.
RENG

\
Sun., March 12—Teriyaki Dinner
fund-raiser; see Commmunity Calen-
dar.

SAN MATEO

Sat., March B—Nu»sc 20th An-

LLE
Mon.-Thurs., April 24-27—Senior
Center Tour to Japanese American
National Museum in Los Angeles, etc.
Info: Carmel Kamigawachi, 831/722-
1930; Shig Kizuka, 831/724-0116.

Centra Caifornia

DISTRICT COUNCIL

Sun.,, March 12—District Council
Meeting, Clovis.

Pacific Southwest

program; 8
p.m., Gardena Valley YWCA, 134} W.
Gardena Blvd.; speaker, attorney
Robert F. Nakahiro, candidate for LA.
City Council. Info: Louise Sakamoto,
310/327-3169.

RENO

Sun., March 12—Teriyaki Dinner

Scholarship Fund-raiser; see Com-
munity Cal r.
SAN DIEGO

Sat., March 18—Annual Meeting and
Ingtallation Dinner; 4:30 p.m., China
Camp Restaurant. RSVP by March 15:
619/230-0314, or Vemon Yoshioka,
619/461-2010; e-mail sdjacl@ juno.
com. B

\ Im

The Midwest
CHICAGO
Sun., March 12—Caring Is Preparing

: “Long Term Care for Your
Parents”; 24 p.m. japanese
American Service Committee, 4427,
N. Clark St.; RSVP: 773/275-7212.
Tues.,, March 28 & Thurs, March
30—AARP-55 Alive Driver’s Ed Class;
9 am.-5 pm, Japanese American
Service Committee, 4427, N. Clark
St; Stanley Fukai, instructor. RSVP:
773 [275-7212.
Pacific Northwest
PORTLAND
Through May 20—Exhibit,.
Heart Mountain Story,” photos by
Hansel Mieth and Otto Hagel taken
for Life magazine; Oregon Nikkei
Legacy Center, 117 NW 2nd Ave.
Fri.-Sun., Aug. 11-13—Greater Pont-
land Reunion, “Nikkei Futures 2000;
Doubletree Lioyd Center Hotel;
mixer, banquet, tours, i touma-
ment, picnic, etc. Info: Kennie
Namba, 503/258-0848; Kurtis Inouye
503/682-3238.
SEATTLE

“The

Through hibit, “A Different
Battle: Stories of Asian Pacific Ameri-
can Veterans”; Wing Luke Asian
Museum, 407 Ave. S. Info:
206/623-5124.

Northern California

BAY AREA

Sun., March 5—Nikkei Widowed

mn;\orﬂ\ly meeting; 2 p.m.; new
, both men and women, are

welcome. For location call: Tets thara

415/221-4568 or Kay Yamamoto,

510/444-3911.

Thurs.-Thurs, March 9-16—Asian

American Film Festival 2000; AMC

Kabuki 8 Theaters in San Francisco

and , Pacific Film Archive in

Info: Julie Kuwabara, 415/863-0814

ext. 216; hitp/www.

tival.

BODEGA BAY

Through March 6—Exhibit, early

20th century woodblock prints by

Kawase Hasui, Hiroshi Yoshida, Toshi

Yoshida; Ren Brown Gallery, 1781
Highway One. Info: 800/585-2921,
CWWW. Eﬂt]UW .COM>.

FREMONT

Sun., March 19—Bay Meadows out-
ing; meet at SACBC at 11 a.m.,, for car
pooling. Info: Ted Inou e, 510/797-
3075,

HAYWARD

Sat, March 25—20th Annual
Shinnen En Kai by the Northem
California Japanese American Senior
Centers; luncheon, entertainment,
arts, crafts, food items. RSVP by
March 10 to your local senior center.
SAN FRANCISCO

Through April 36—Exhibit, “Alien-
ation and Assimilation: Contemporary
Images and Installations From the
Republic of Korea”; Asian At Mu-
seum, Chong-Moon* Lee Center,
Golden Gate Park.
8813.

Through May 7—Exhibit, “Bamboo
Masterworks: Japanese Baskets From
the\L Cotsen Collection”; Asian
Ant Museum, Golden Gate Pgrk Info:
415/379-8813.

Southern California

LOS ANGELES

Sat., March 4—Exhibit Opening,

“More Than a Game: Sport in the

lapar\ese American Community”;

National Museum

(lANM) 369 E. First St, Little Tokyo.

Info: 213/625-0414.  «
through March 4—Singing
for Youth; 10 a.m.-noon,

JANM, 369 E. First St., Little Tokyo.

Info, RSVP: 213/625-0414.

"Sun., March 5—Panel Discussion,

'Fns( in Their Sports: Pioneerin,
Japanese ‘American Athletes” wnlﬁ
Wat Misaka, Wally Yonamine,
Fuzzy Shimada; 1 p.m., JANM, 369
E. First St Little Tokyo. Info:
213/625-0414.

Thurs.,, March 9—Play reading,
Middle Finger”-by MacArthur Fellow
Han Ong; 7:30-9 p.m., JANM, 369 E.
First St, Little Tokyo. Info: 213/625-

Little. Tokyo. Info: 213/625-0414;
800/461-5266; Web site: http/iwww.

Info: 415/379- .

Sat., March 4—"Spring Fling” dance,
7-11:30 p.m., East San Gabriel Valley
Japanese Community Center, 1203 W.

Puente Ave.; D] Jim Ikehara. Info
626/337-9123

LAS VEGAS

Fri-Sat., June 2-3—Cila River

Reunion; Jackie Gaughn'’s Plaza; ex-
hibit of camp relics; Friday evening
mixer, Saturday golf tournamient,
sight-seeing tour, Saturday night ban-
quet. Registration: c/o Hy Shishino,
16031 Sugarpine Ln., Cerritos, CA
90703.

PHOENIX

Through March 10—Photo ex-
change between Phoenix and
Himeji, Japan; 9 am.5 pm,
Phoenix City Hall Atrium.

Sat., 11—lkebana demon-
stration; 9:30 a.m., Paradise Valley
Country Club. Info: 480/994-1505.
Wed., March 15—Lecture by artist
Roger Shimamura; 7 p.m., ix
Art Museum, Central & McDowell
roads; exhibit of his work continues
through March, includes paintings
about the intemment camps.

ri., .March 24—Annual Japan
Business Luncheon; 11:30 a.m.,
Hyatt Regency at Gainey Ranch;
RSVP ASAP: 623/915-0000, e-mail:
<jas- phx@geocities.com>.

TEMPE

Permanent Exhibit—About Arizona

during WWII, includes intemment

can:{)s; Arizona Historical Society,

Marley Center Museum, 1300 N.

College‘z, Ternk;:e. Info: 480/929-0292;

tour info: Mike Stei ext. 137.
nberg,

Sun.,, March 12—Teriyaki Dinner;
noon-4 p.m., Washoe County Senior
Center, 9th & Sutro; also sushi sale,
bake sale, entertainment, bonsai, ike-

bana, mllngrapl’vzI ongamu raffle, etc.
Info: Tr

Texas

HOUSTON

Sat.-Sun., March 18-26—Houston
Capers XV Golf Toumament, played
at 3 different course each day, post-
game dinner also at different restau-
rants. info: Mas Yamasaki, 281/866-
93928

*Subscribe or renew Pacific szen thay only $30! ¢
*After March 31, prices will i increase

P.C. non-member rates will increase in April 2000 p

*Subscription rates for 2000 will be rising'to $35 a year
«Foreign [)os!ape will increase from $22 to $25

‘sFor more information please call 800/966-6157
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Lawsuits to Seek Billions in Com
Corporations That Used

pensétion From Japanese Nikkei Congressional Candidate
Slave Labqrers During WWII

Receives Democratic Endorsements’

mocratic State Party Chair Art

D 2 . . " Bob Kent, a Nikkei candidate
Two multi-billion dollar cl for aspartof  man rights may not be impaired by rsdy >
tion ] its filed on Feb. 22 the war efiort. 5l lak per- an A M fural_!.s T onal seat in 'l\:l-ru,v_mmau'du Shhwlflfty
in California Superior Court in Or- - formed tasks under inhumane con- over, Asian natins such as China m"‘“d‘ of the. Californie m‘“"w‘;m ‘?"‘“M”‘“'d i
angquxnlyagpm'ﬂngnpanu:e ditions for little .or no compensa-  and Vietnam, which were victims of State Democratic Party at their  ization member John Chiang.
corporations Mitsubishi and Mit-  tion. ‘m"’ et convention in San Jose. The State Democratic Party
sui for the brutal exploitation of “My-story and the stories of were not parties to the 1951 Kent funs dbriaiat © that have andorsed
thousands of slave laborers in Chi- many others is one of the untold treaty or to any treaty that would thnigheldbyﬁapuhlimCon- Kent include: Asian ific Is-
na and Japan during World War  horrors of World War II. Nothing claims. Doug Ose who lander, Native Ameri-
I . can replace the years of our lives “No treaty among nations can  won i 1998 after Demo- can, | American,
g the former US. lost in the mines and factories,”  nullify laborers’ daims for vi- cratic Congressman Vic Chicano and Latino
PPWs and Chinese civilians (now  said Ting Sung, the lead olations of fundamental human po i retired after serv- i iahor, memiior.
US. citizens) is the law firm of Mil-  plaintiff,  was captured at the  rights” said Lerach. “In the ing the district for 20 and rural. ' '
berg Weiss Hynes - spd'lﬂbyﬂn.hpanesenq_d claims by Chinese and Vietnamese years. Kent was born in
ach LLP, which also spear forced to work for three years in  civilians are not barred by a0y Kont is one of three Japan to a Japanese
settlements that resulted in more : owned and operated by treaty or agreement. Nikkei serving as Demo- an Ameri-
than $5 billion in compensation if and Mitsui. “These law- The lawsuits were filed under cratic County Central can father who was
from. German c tions that suits are en important step toward statute enacted in J Committee chairs in Cal- b | serving in the US. Oc-’
pmﬁted'by leasing laborers from  addressing the human rights abus- lm,whduhﬂatbem}nﬂe ifornia’s 58 counties, > cupation forces. He at-
Nazis. es committed at the hands of dmmbrﬁru;dhhwbyNumand “We are the fastest Bob Kent tended Bri, Young
“The tens of thousands of lave la-  ~J1 P WWII guwingeumsc group. in University from 1967-
borers who suffered at the hands of Sungwa}_hmd_mmwi to Dec. 31, 2010 . alifornia, yet not nearly as well 1972, and while a resident of
Japanese carporations deserve jus-  small openings in mine per- as we t to be Monterey, Calif, Kent taught
tice. Japanese | should  where cave-ins had occurred in or- vaded every facet of the Japanese wﬂm.pﬂ, rtion comparison is  judo for several years at the
take responsibility for these atrocities der to dig out dead bodies. At thes  war effort, including cosl mining, made,” said Kent. “Also it has Monterey Buddhist Church. The
just as German 2 fi mining ship ding, bomb making and  been many since Congress-  current Marysville JACL chapter
recognized ion to  where he workad, slave laborers  the development of biological and mmBobnnuui was elected. board member was also a
former Nazi slave la said Bill beheaded in front human™  With Congressman Norm Minete. Japan JACL president
Lerach, a partner with Milberg Weiss  of workers as a warning to others. tation on slave labor-  retired, it is time to send Con- while serving in Tokyo as chair-
Bershad Hynes & Lerach LLP. Jaj have argued ers” said Dr. Sheldon Harris, an FruammMnmuiwmeeompany. man of the board for Phoenix As-
ing WWII, Ja corpora-  that the 1951 treaty between the on WWII POWs and emeri look forward to renewing our  sociates Co., Ltd., a,training and
tons cooperated with the Japanese  U.S. and Japan prevents all Ameri- tus professor of history at the Cal-  acquaintance.” . development company engaged
t, following a plan simi- can claims for from ifornia State University, Narth. oth state Assemblyman in training multinational corpo-
lar to the Nazi “extermination Japan and any Jaj entity.  ridge. © records in Allied  George Nakano and state Assem- rate executives in cross-cultural
through work ." Chinese, owever, i i legal ies, China and Japan con bly did Carole H. hi i
Vietnamese, Allied soldiers and  scholsrs assert that the violation of  firm the extent of Japanese indus-  have endorsed Kent, as well as
other cvilians

were forced to work

tries’ involvement.” B

(Continued from page 1)
The dissenters further contend

On the JACL front, the national
JACL board i lyata

that the full board was not inft d
of the Oct. 21 meeting where public
testimony over the inscriptions were
to be heard by the CFA. This, in light
of the fact, that most board members
were in D.C. to attend the ground-
ing ceremonyand board meet-
Among
were alerted to the CFA meeting
. through another source was Harry
Fukuhara. Althiough he “had nothing
prepared,” Fukuhara was among a

were re-submitted to the CFA which

then fully approved the

The CFA then sent the information
to the NPS, which approved the in-
scriptions, excluding technical and
historical changes, said Tsutsumida.

and to democratize the process, a
“~ Dec. 14 memo signed by board mem-

Board has the responsibility to

lish the inscriptions BE-

FORE ( theirs) the words
in stone. The

all Central Labor Councils and
Building Trade Councils in the
third congressional district, and
thé California State Labor Fed-
eration, AFL-CIO. Kent also re-
ceived the endorsements of De-

issues.
Until recently, he was also a
board

NN bomt s nd me mgm.la o The Anaye

m nati waved me off. Army’s ~

R i i e 53 e i Assemblymembers Nakano, Honda \'3n

Vi to support the in case of Negroes,

R o 155 o Pt e e of Neeroes 2 Introduce Day of Remembrance Resoluti

al JACL convention in ose. in ing people as § California’s Amer- pérsued ic
n;awml did not foresec  copy. Bt Chiogigi believes that had  jcan” state s o Japanese Amer ... for many of us who 3 to fient de
ight lem wif e suse Masaoka made references to a “sui- George Torrance their parents
of excerpts from Masaoka's “Japan-  cide battalion,” it has been taken out mnAmemhlyrianMxk?Hnnda(DL) e et tatdet b e
ese American Creed” which in the  of context. . . SanJose),introduced legislationon  They went on to become the most
1970s had been adopted into the  “Even if he may have said that, it Feb, 18 tg Geclare February 19asa  decorated military units of their
JACL bylaws. could have been in a certain cantext, Day of Remembrance. size in the history of the United

“If he said those words, they be-  said Chiogioji, who has not read the Assembly Cdncurrent Resolu-  States”
tong to Mike Masacka, seid Kawog-  Lim Repqrt. “For example, Ive lived ;0 (ACR) 126 commenmorates the  The 4420d Regiment, 100th Bat-
0e. “Those are his words. in Washington, D.C, for the last 30 5on A% 190 comm ding telion and 552nd Field Artllery

_Within the larger Nikkei commu-  years where theres a lot of testi the internr of JAs and resid Battalion. were the only JA-regi-
nity, Masacks, JACLs first national  and people take thinghout of oonfext ooy Goving World War I, begin-  ménts in Exrope during WWIL

I B e withut taking & ook at P8 whalle is: ning with ident Roosevelt's Nakano, who as a'child spent
figure due to his WWII activities. sue. In some cases, if he said, T favor € of . 9066  four in internment

When NJAMF was questioned as & suicide battalion inethi ) signing of Executive Order W s : e the O

i : 0 and culminating in the passage of  with his family, served in the -
o the rations] of selecting 8 quote  instarics, they need tomy in whatin - (10 0 ihertion Act in 1088 fornia Air National Guard and the
;u]]i?mc(a:ﬁnuestodividethe;?&ﬁ M&mm int. said Chio- Several veterans of the 442nd Reg- - U.S. Air Force Reserve.

i ioviod D i ivi imental Combat Team and 100th “It is only in a country as great
community, Chiogioji replied: “Tm gigji is that “to be fair to the individual, ~1Denta S the 2 ich that We cany
not sure how many people really per-  you can' go an the basis of all the R > Ceremat : onwput A ! 'h’l ut
centage wise is against it. You heard  and even say the ‘were h@nﬂ)' floor e pea mlslah!,m that
Helen Kawagoe say that the entire  true, you've got to take a look at the ~marks on Assembly floar paid d work toward the future so
JACL is in faver of this thing, so I indivi what he did specal tribute to their this can never hppm g fo &y
dont und d what p tageis throughout his career” “These brave men blazed a path  group of people,’ |
against this. It seems like, even in Regarding Masaoka's support of
my short experience, that this is a the ial Walter-] spansible for the Walter-McCarran  amazed by the patriotism shown by
very small number of people who are  Act, Tsutsumida said, “Its true that  Act and was forced to appear before  the soldier's mothers, sisters and
raising all this hell.” all the liberals were against the Wal-  the House Un-Ameri wives. Cx women like Yuri

Some of the major allegations ter-McCarran Act, but it was the Committee. Kochiyama who their pa-
made by critics of Masaoka include  only ity for the Issei to gain “Mike Masaoka the bill . triotic work behind wire or
his advocacy of a “suicide battalion”  cita ip. 'm sorry but I kind of izing that it jeopardized the civil  under the threat of martial law. Un-
during WWII and his support of the  feel it's the better of two'evils. And if  rights of the general public,” said like the Nisei veterans, the contribu-
Walter-McCarran Act. - 's one reason I feel Mike should ' tions and sacrifices of these women

“The Lim Report says that they be on the wall, it's because he-as- Another criticism lobbied against  have been long forgotten. Most Yon-
never could say Mike said he advocat-  sured the lssei that they'would get  the NJAMF is the abeence of Nikkei  sei don't even know what a gold-star
ed a suicide battalion,” said citizenship. That means a helluvalot  women ‘on the wall. Even the name of mi.lmmd-mnnd'
ida. “Even the Lim Repoart says that”  to me.” © - Akemi Ehrlich, author of the winning  but not surprised that only AJA men

But a reading of the Lim Repart, ~ But the Walter-McCarran Act, tanka in a natimal NJAMFspan-  will be quoted on the National

by Lim at the  which allowed the Issei to become el- contest, will not be cited. Accord- ~ J; American Memorial
behest of JACL, gives a different con-  igible for naturalization, also had &  ing to Tsutsumida, Ehrlichs names utidtadaqumdﬂnﬁ
clusion, Lim cites an actual A k provision, which ked of EO was when the board voted to  not given by a gold-atar mother,
memo which was titled, “Final Re-  9066-type action. In response to  remove all names of non-elected offi-  scribed her contributions. The quote
port,” written on April 22, 1944, and  growing anti-Communist sentiment,  gials. But in a i mrdqadtgmmhondm-
ived at the Bancroft Library un-  a provision authorized the the board selected a quote from ber Harry honoring
der File T 6.15, JERS. ment of Justice to round up people  Masacka, a private citizen, and voted ~ Richard Sakskida, one of the first
memo read in part: security risks in the event of 5 include his name in what was ex- - Nisei to serve in WWIL quote
“...One was to form & volunteer ‘sui- g national emergency and hold them  plained as a “separate vote” from the reads: “Her last words forever
dde battalion’ which would go any- tral. - motion that removed Ehrlich's name, be remembered -as she held his
‘where to spearhead the danﬁ Sakae Ishihara, credited with acourding to Chiogicji. hands and said, You are in the mili-
ous missions. To assure i t  forming ‘the Nisei Progressives in When the ab-  tary servick now. Your father was in
the members of the ‘suicide ion' described the act 88 gence of said, “We  the Japanese army, but this is your
remain loyal, if such guaran-  “anti-democratic” and that it “opened  thought very hard as a matter of fact Don' bring any disgrace to
tees were necessary to quell the objec-  the doors for to hap- this issue in regards to ‘and especially to your fami-
tions of the professional of " “We did not the Walter-  women has been brought up about a Do your best. That is all I ask of
the west, the‘families and friends of cCarran Act on the basis of allow-  year ago as a matter of fact. But we . you' Later, when Sakakida was be-
the volunteers would place them’  inxitizenship to the Issei” said Ishi-  couldny find in the Workd ingortured by the enemy th words
.advumtbeh_lndldthem “We_opposed it because it al- w"uan'Wulhl,wth: of mﬁmmﬁrbw
ments as_ .’ When this id lowed the government to pe women after World is  undergo the most hideous
wuhhm;mmvdmlh@ the left-wingers and m is 8 World War IT memorial” ﬂldv‘dmnﬂmvm
military offical, we were informed jail without a trial It was a Red But according to Mark Santoki, ing” .
that it was not the practice of the gov- In fact, we tried to get them to  editor of the Haioaii Herald, there Santoki unearthed
to require " or to the two.". are many documented statements  within 24 v-mllg.l:;
spansar such ‘suicide battalions ™ 'The Nisei Progressives, made by Nikkei women 'during suda, Gold Star sister of Sgt.

In Masaoka's - autobi cal  virtually forgotten today, played 2  WWII, the most notable be-  Masuda.“We have won the war
book, “They Call Me Moses Masao-  significant role during the 1 ing Yuri i who was hon-  against fascism abroad, but that is
mﬂnﬂm by Masacka and  and even Masacka mentionof  gred by the Nisei soldiers and had a- not our whole duty. We must sacri-

es ic D in the new: for est i e
reference to *hostages” but only pass- - Me Mokes S Wi Hejocntion: Conter the of tolerance and fair
ing inference to what may be con MIS ‘veteran who “In recent years, I have read’ mhmﬂl—hmﬂ
strued af a “suicide battali hounded by the FBI for his involve-  much about the courage of our Nisei ith our nej » e

In the book, Masacka, when de- ment with the Progressive Party, soldiers,” said Santold. “As a_j The next board meeting
scribing a meeting with military offi- received 8 subpoena signed by  palist AJA i is scheduled for June 9-10 in Wash-
:;inSmJueum"che none other than however, I' have been . ington,D.C.H

parent i Z
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A Look at Monterey’s History of JA
Fishermen and Abalone Divers

Organizers
are planning
exciting events
% at the ' n-

’\\ j terey Bay

e o Aquarium/ and
elsewhere dur-
ing the upcoming JACL national
convention in Monterey, Calif,,
June 26-July 2.

“We are extremely excited that
the Monterey Bay Aquarium has
given us the opportunity to edu-
cate our delegates, guests, and
the general public about the his-
tory of our Japanese American
fishermen and abalone divers,”
said Larry Oda of Monterey
JACL. Oda serves as co-chair of
the JACL national convention.

To kick off the national conven-
tion,"Oda and others have been
working with the Monterey Bay
Aquarium in showing two video
presentations on the history of
JA fishermen and abalone divers
of the Monterey Peninsula. On
hand after the video presentation
will be a local JA fisherman and
abalone diver to share their
unique life stories with the audi-
ence. The videos will be shown
Wednesday evening, June 28,
during a- cocktail tmxer at the
aquarium.

Reoogmzed throughout the
world as the premiere aquarium,
the Monterey Bay Aquarium of-
fers visitors a “diver’s eye” view
into the underwater environ-
ment of Monterey Bay. For infor-
mation on how to take part in
this exciting opportunity, please
contact Larry Oda ut
neol@msn.com.

£
{] \}

Immigration Act to Be Focus of APAs
in Higher Education Conference

Asian " Pacific Americans in
Higher Edumuun (APAHE) re-
d its 13th annual

tsu-""

Photo courtesy of “The Japanesb of the Monterey Peninsuts™
Roy Hattori (center) shown in his diving gear will be on hand at the Mon-
terey Bay Aquarium cocktail mixer to share his experiences as one of the
first Nisej abalone divers in the business.

In addition, the Defense Lan-
guage Institute (DLI) in Mon-
terey, alma mater of the MJl!tary
Intelligence Service (MIS), is
working in concert with a number
of organizations in arranging a
dinner tribute to all Japanese
American men and women who
have served in all wars and in all
branches of our Armed Forces
during the national convention.
These organizations include VFW
Nisei Posts, local JACL members,
JACL districts, natienal JACL,
442nd clubs, and many others.

Highlighting this banquet on
June 30 will be General Eric
Slyxseki, chief of staff of the
Unlited States Army, who will
serve as the featured speaker. In
the afternoon there will be a tour
of the JA exhibits at the DLI with
a dinner to follow that evening.

Early reservations are strongly
recommended for this event.
Tickets are $75 per person. For
more information, please contact
Judy Niizawa at jniizawa@earth-
link net-or Roger Minami at rmi-
nami@ix.netcom.com. B

UCLA Launches Video Series ‘Once Upon A Camp’
on the Internment of JA Youth During WWWiIi

The following is an article sub-
mitted by one of the 27 grant re-
cipients of the California Civil
Liberties Public Education Pro-
gram (CCLPEP).

CCLPEP is a three-year grant

program created un 1998 to pro-
vide the California community
with information and_education
on the Japanese American experi-
ence before, during and immedi-
ately after World War II.

Information concerning
CCLPEP or any of the specific
grant - programs funded by
CCLPEP can be obtained by con-
tacting Diane Matsuda, program
director, CCLPEF, 900 N. St,
#300, Sacramento, CA 95814,
916/653-9404;, dmatsuda@li-
brary.cagov. «~

The UCLA Asian American
Studies Center has partnered
with the Japanese American Na-
tional Museum, the UCLA Cen-
_ter for EthnoCommunication and
the Alhambra School District to
produce & multi-dimensional
classroom video series funded by
the California Civil Liberties
Public Education Program
(CCLPEP).

Intenided for grades K-12, the
series entitled “Once Upon A
Camp” will show the life experi-
ences of JA youth inside Ameri-
ca’s little . known concentration
¢amps during WWIL The ground-

ing series, using the per-

110,000 Japanese Americans, my
family included, were sl-upped oﬁ'

‘to US. n’uhtary

guarded cam;

because we looked like t.he
Japanese enemy,. which we
weren't. Perhaps it was most dif-
ficult for the youth that were up-
rooted from a time in their life
where there was much hope and
antidpation. Our videos will ex-
plore this,” said Nakamura.

“These erican kids
like our intended audience, who
were suddenly the enemy,” said
Karen L. Ishizuka, director of the
Media Arts Center, Japanese
American National Museum.
“We want the youth of today to
realize that this did happen and
it could happen again. How can
we prevent history from repeat-
ing itself?””

This video series includes titles:
“Dear Miss Breed” based on cor-
respondence written by incarcer-
ated teenagers to San Diego Chil-
dren’s librarian Clara Breed (for
grades 7-12); “Our World” in-
spired by the Manzanar High
School yearbook of 1943-1944
with interviews from ‘44 yearbook
editors today (for grades 9-12)

* and “The Bracelet” a video ver-

sion of the classic camp story by
Yoshiko Uchida (for grades K-5).
“Onice Upon A Camp” is made
up of four comprehensive curricu-
lum packages which include a
video production (10-15 minutes),
teacher lesson plan and study
guide. All classroom vxdeas will
be translated into on(e‘ or more

“Once Upon A Camp” is sup-
ported by a multi-ethnic board of
advisors that include children's
media/development  experts,
school principals and teachers,
education professors, .documen-
tarians and community organiz-
ers. The advisors are: Chris Ai-
hara, JACCC; Terry, Delgado,
Calif. Dept. Of Education;
Richard Katsuda, LAUSD; Dr.
Gordon Berry, UCLA Grad.
School of Ed. And Information
Studies; Dr. Kenyon Chan, Col-
lege of Liberal Arts, LMU; Paul
Espinosa, Espinosa Productions;
Dr. Gay Yuen Wong, Charter
School of Education, Cal. State
L.A; John Kao, Southeast Adult

Production has already begun
on the series and will be complet-
ed by June 2000. A Web site is
also under construction and will
be completed by June 2000.
“Camp” was one of twenty seven

received CCLPEP

proposals by
out of 137 to be awarded funds.
‘The award-winning Media Arts
Center team of Japanese Ameri-
can National Museum will carry-
out the technical aspect of the
video production. Museum staff
John Esaki (director, Macco: De-

cus on JA project director;

youth created tnmveandeape M: and/or for Media Arts Center; Jen-
with their in greater atreach. For  nifer (Kim, coordination produc-
ted to reaching a drverne audi- euutmt analysis, thev:deos will  erfwriter; John Esaki, video direc-
ence, the video be pilot-tested in the tor; Justin Lin, video director;
be. multi-ethnic in content and  School District, a diverse public  Russell , editor, curricilum;
multi-lingual in distribution. school’ ‘system serving over John Kao, Alhambra -
BohutA.Nahmum,anac- 20,000 students in the greater sén; Richard Bis, production as-
y filmm Angeles area. About 40 per- sistant; an Charlene Shih, intern.

andﬁ]m;mﬁsawheadsthepm- cent of Alhambra students are For more information; please
50 percent Asian, and  contact Jennifer Kim at 310/206-

'Durmg World War II, over 10permtothamgms .

~

8889 or jmjkim@ucla.edu. I

»

wanuymce -at the Long Beach
Westin Hotel. The theme oft.he
conference is
“35 Years
with the Im-
migration
Act: Reflec-
tions, Trans-
formations

Lon Hatamiya

ing line-up of
speakers and workshops and are
looking forward to engaging in
lively discussion about important
social and educational issues of
major concern to Asman Padfic
American communities,” says
Gene 1. Awakuni, APAHE presi-
dent and vice president of stu-
dent effairs at Cal Poly Pomona.

The conference ‘begins on
March 9, with a weleome from
Awakuni and an ad

Agency and highest-ranking
Asian American in Gov. Gray
Davis’ administration. Helen Zia,
past editor of Ms. Magazine -and
author of the newly released
“Asian American
The Emergence of American Peo-
ple,” will give the keynote ad-
dress at the evening banquet.
The conference dinner will also
honor Cal State University board
of trustees member Stanley
Wang for his leadership in higher
education. The Wang family es-
tablished a $1 million endow-
ment within the CSU in 1998,

providing $20,000 awards annu-
ally to outstanding faculty or ad-
ministrators.

The conference will focus on
three areas. First, attendees will
reflect on the profound demo-
graphic and social changes of the
past 35 years that have impacted
the APAs in bxghermeglumnan
such as growing versity

and changes in race relations and
immigration politics. The second
area of focus is the need to recruit
and train the next generation of
APA K-12 teachers at a time
when the nation faces an un-
precedented shortage. And final-
ly, the conference will focus on
APAHE's ongoing efforts in the
area of leadership development.

The conference will conclude
with a plenary session focused on
the Wen Ho.Lee case. The panel,
moderated by L. Ling-Chi Wang,
professor and chair of the Ethnic
Studies Department at Universi-
ty of California, Berkeley, will ad-
dress the implications of the case
on APAs working in scence and
technology fields.

For more information about
the conference contact Gene L
Awakuni at 909/869-3417. B

800/966-6157.

B JOB OPENING

Natonal Headquarters office

grams of the
Requires at least two years coliege, e

Microsoft Office computer

94115, Atin: Personnel. For

Program Assist >u:m

Theé Japanese Amencan Citizens League (JACL) seeks a dynamic, organized,
detail-onented, and molivated indivigual for a Program Assistant position at the JACL

wmmwnrmmwmmwummpm
and administratve support for the

District operations and will be under mes«pervsmoimeNaWDmm&mes
include clencal support and other dutes as

Xpenence

ability to work independently and take inftiative; excellent verbal and written commu-

ricatons skilis; excellent interpersonal and organization. skills; experience with
programs. Expenence with nonprofit and

pliaisgtinh organizabons

Competitive salary commensurate with expenience; excellent fringe benefit pack-

age. Sendmandmlel{erlo JACL, 1765 Sutter St, San Francisco, CA
questions, contact

jad@jac.omg. Deadiine for applications is March 10, 2000, or unti filed.

working in or managing programs.

Tom Ehnle at (415) 821-5225 or email

and Far East
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-
s Different br(!.;

et

SM

©1998 Linion Bank of Caloriua, N A

g.
=4
o



mailto:neol@msn.com

PACIFIC CITIZEN, Mar. 3-8, 2000

COMMENTARY

Journalists and Friendships

By SACHI SEEKO

Rarely has an article in recent
5 sk
Bill

of the Past Century.” Omurain-
deniably deserves bxﬁplane in'our
common history forhis coura-

geous, solitary defense of the re-
sisters of conscience. As' Hoso-
kawa indicates, the importance of
the issue is sustamed to this day
by continuous ' conflict. I have
long been a supporter.of the re-
sisters and the American princi-
ples they represented. It is both
reprehensible and regrettable
that the issue was not resolved

Before his death in 1994, James ~

Omura was publicly. recogniz:-~
and provided ample opportunt:
to explain and even expund the
positicn he I:ook at the forfeiture
of and,

T have another theory-which is
probably beyond the cultural cap-
ture of generations who came af-
ter the internment camps. And it
is undersmndnb]e that yuungu'

the endurancewuf general os-
tracism by his community. Jam
Omura vindication

realized
hxsmlebeﬁamhedxed.ﬁowever
wmmnsmwntbotba'leel
Jjournalists, his professional pro-
duction and influence were very
limited.

The attacks by the defenders of
the resisters to their perceived
opposition are largely directed at
editorials and other pieces writ-
ten by Larry Thjiri, then editor of
the PC. Every assault that I have
read, and there are probably
many more, are based solely on

before the end of the last millen-  attached for elucidation. Is it not
nium. possible, that in his way, Larry
As my generation of witnesses ~ was protecting the internees’ in-
and participants in our American | evitable reentry into mainstream
disgrace diminishes more rapldly sogiety through his editorials? We
each year, it is must r ber that in the ‘40s
te the outright boshhty our communication with the out-
between defenders of the re- side world was largely d

sisters and their opponents. Of-
ten, the argument centers on op-
posing editorial . positions of
James Omura and Larry ’I‘a?n

such shame,wﬂlseoﬁ' atmyldea
But in my time, it was often as-
sumed the welfare of the majori-
ty. fqok precedence * over the
smaller minority. Also, consider
this. As a group, our average age

was 17 and that included infants
and the very aged and infirm,
many in their last months and
years of their lives. They required
and deserved protection, even at
the compromise of one’s heart of
hearts. That is a tremendous

the resisters? I know, what my
answer is.

But I cannot speak for Larry,
nor can anyone else. And even his
harshest ritics have confessed
they never had the opportunity or
&:euauencytoamfmnlhxmthb
In my opinion

on the PC. Also, we lacked the
technology which proved im-
mensely helpful during the civil
rights movement decades later.
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their
that is hardly fair play. Also, as
anyone with even the least
knowledge of w‘riu'zg well knows,
writing 1s- often constructed in
layers, deéipherable to only the
writer and perhaps to an inti-
mate few. Often, it requires years,
even centuries, for conclusive in-
terpretations. And here, with
Larry ‘we are dealing with an ex-
writer of an erudite
mmd and superb lyrical style.
Even today, reading the small
pieces I retain of his writing, [ am
dauled anew by the poetry of his

rhythm which deﬁs duphcahon
I had just turned 18 when I
first met Larry. He gave me my
first break by publishing a col-
umn I briefly called “Tomorrow’s
Heirs,” when I was 19. Young and
impressionable, I thought he was
the most fascinating person I
ever met. Even now, in my last
years, my initi4l perception re-
mains unchanged. During long
coffees and lunches and visits at
this chaotic office, he was my
mentor and I was his student.-
His knowledge was expansive, in-
cluding politics, race relations,
particularly of blacks, literature,
entertainment, art. He could be
serious or funny. He even men-
tioned some regrets during his
life. And he expressed his disap-

proval that I always wore hats. I by the University of Denver. He
am still hat crazy, maybe plain. is the only J:

crazy. ever, we never dis- that I know served on the
cussed the resisters issue. '.Pulitzer Prize Journalistic Ji
Frankly, at the time, I was too  During this time, he continued to
young and naive and it did not oc-  contribute his weekly columns to
cur to me. In today’s politically the PC.

and ‘socially changed environ- Bill Hosokawa is surely our
ment I am certain the matter journalist among the “Influential
wuulgeel:lavebem" H’i.fI Ameri of the Past
had more mature. However, - Century” As Larry said,g*he is
it cvicas thet cthers Slaer A (1 grostant > Eres apre s
wiser failed to seize the opportu- in this age of self- X
nity for a dialogue with Larrybe-  ment, was the expression of

fore his untimely death in the
early ‘60s. *

One day, when I had returned
from Minneapolis, Larry said Bill
Hosokawa was coming by and
they planned to have dinner to-
gether. Larry’s wife and PC. | part—
ner, Guyo, was visiting her fami.
]vxnCahforma
IJumtbetwunmﬁxdmner say-
mg,'IthmkyoushmldmeethL

decline the invitation. The very
idea of meeting anyone who was
‘theg:utest‘snyﬂ:ingwnsw:ﬁ-

When 1 finally met Bill, it was
under the most
cumstances. He and his besunful
wife, Alice, had come to Salt Lake
Oitysohecw.ldde.liveranud-
dress at some JACL function.
Months previously, I had learned
of Larry’s death in Denver where
he was happily employed as an
art and literary critic for the Den-
ver Post. When I first received
word of his death from a stroke, I
refused to believe it.

Hoping to make the bad news
go away, I inexcusably delayed in
writing his widow, Guyo, a note of
condolence. While Bill was seat-
ed on tHe dais that night in Salt
Lake City, I approached him and
identified myself as a friend of
Larry’s. I asked him to explain
Larry’s hospnahmhon and death
to me. From th expres-
sion on his face, Ireahwdﬂ'lem
appropriateness of my request.
But for some incomprehensible
reason I had to know. Later, I re-
alized it made Larry’s death a re-
ality for me and for that kindness
I remain beholden to Bill.

In the almost four decades

since Larry’s' death, Bill
Hosokawa has continued to be a
prolific writer of articles and
books. He left camp to write for
the Des Moines Register and later
moved' on to the Denver Post,
where he eventually became one
of its editors. In 1990 he was

. awarded an honorary doctorate

who could have been competi-

tors, but instead were friends. -

Acquaintances are numerous, of-
ten fleeting encounters. Friend-
ships are rare treasures, perhaps
only & handful in a lifetime, and
only that many if you are very
lucky. Most remarkable is Bill's
remembrance with -grace and
generosity of a friend now absent
for almost four decades. Fidelity
is the core of friendship.

mayed by the arrogance of these
who “make it,” believing they did
it alone. It was difficult to
the doors so firmly lo‘,&Pﬁu
agmnst pioneering Nisei who en-
le prejudice
and humiliation. But these brave
men and women unlocked the
doors so others could follow. And
further, they held the doors open
to e certain others made it
safely
I woul remiss not to also
mention Harry Honda, the man
gnder whose patronage I re-
turned to the PC. many years

years for both the PC. the JACL.
I can remember when the PC.
was operating on a shoestring
budget. And Harry alnost sin-
glehandedly published the paper
each week, without.complaint or
much recognitioh.

I owe him a debt of
gratitude for his constant friend-
ship and availability. His encyclo-
pedic memory has always reli-
ably pmv:ded any factual infor-
mation T required. Further, I
have depended on his keen sense
of moral guidance, and he has
never failed me. There are mnqy
others who have also been
ents of his ity, several
have left the PC. to further their
careers elsewhere. Surely, Harry
Hugda, too, 'belmga ameng our

\ of the Past Century. B

JABA Honors Judge Takasugi With Lifetime Achievement Award

Judge Robert M. Takasugi's 40-
year service to the legal commu-
nity was duly recognized by his
colleagues in the profession and
the Asian American community
during the annual Japanese
American Bar Association instal-
lation banquet on Feb. 25, at the
Hotel Inter-Continental in down-
town Los Angeles.

As recipient of the JABA Life-
time Achievement Award, Taka-
sugi expressed in brief remarks
his appreciation of the lifetime
role of his wife, Dorothy.

It was 40 years ago that Taka-
sugi, then in private practice in
Montebello, founded a “pro bono”

review course for public inter-
est and minority students. Al-
though the course 1s no longer
taught in his home, Judge Taka-

sugi, appointed to the federal
bench in 1976 after two years at
the East Los Angeles municipal
court and a year in superior
court, eontinues to teach bar re-
view courses, by other
attorneys wbo share his vmgn for
the community. Takasugi w:
also-national JACL legal counsel
in 1970-72. He was introduced by

* Judge Emnest Hiroshige.
Keynote speaker Assembly-

man George Nakano (DZTor-

rance) pointed to the importance
of Asian Pacific Americans being
counted in the 2000 Census in
April. He cited the growing pop-
ulations of Asian minorities in
the state but that the numbers
were not reflected in the legisla-
ture. Nakano is currently serv-
ing his second and last term in
office because .of the two-term
hmxtahm

Ve

ceeded by Alex H. Fukui, a 1991
UCLA

outgo-
ngABApzwdmt,ubupgsuo—




].A Bridge Across the Pacific

he daughter of Roy and

Momo Hatamiya, Leslie is

a Sansei from i e.
She_yomﬁadcbeBﬂledl
idential campaign in F

l9995ndhuservedasdeputy

campaign manager sincé June

1999.
How did you get muolved in

On the

kind of , one that puts

By Emily Murase

Trail:

An Interview With Leslie Hatamiya

versity of the American people.
-How do you feel about the gen-
eral level of Asian American par-
txapatwnmpolmm
Participation is increasjng,
which is a positive thing. But we
need to get mare people involved.
One of the best things that we're
seeing now is the emergence of
more and more Asian American
didat such as Carole

H; e Aid.

the presidential forth his positive vision for the
1 worked as asswtant country, our- ign has at-
for Senator Bmd.ley for three tracted many- le who had
years in the early 1990s. I was  never been invi itics
basically his right-hand person. befbmorhndbeenmrn off by
Evarypieceumerﬁmtcwed the negative campaigning of the
his des] mine first. I ‘last few years. Senator Bradley
write speech d is hing out to folks all across

leginlanvewmk,worked.ona the country and he’s attracting
wholevmetyofmsues When he  their support.

was organizing his campaign in What are the key issues in the
late 1998, he called me up and campaign?
askedmewmnhlsmﬁ' Smaermd]eywantxwxm-
As deputy camp J! bold ch on ‘several
what are your primary mspansz issues. For example dasplhe\mr
blhtxes’Whatwvyour g current prosperity, 44

Irun t.he day- to-day campaign
operations out of the national
headquarters. I spend a lot of
time in meetings and on the

with each other. I watch over

much of the financial operahon

making sure that we're using

money in the most responsible

and efficient way possible. I also

do a lot of approving of.the cam-
materials.

paign maf
Dypical hours on the job?
T'm at work_from 7 am. until
11 p.m. most days, even wee.kI

million Amencans still don't
have health insurance. Senator
Bradley has put forth a bold pro-
posal to guarantee health insur-
ance for all children and ensure
access to affordabl¢ health care
for all adults.

Then there’s the spread of gun
violence. We're proposing a ban
on junk guns and requiring the
registration and litensing of all
handguns, just as we register
and license our cars.

Senator Bradley has also
made fundamental campaign fi-
nance reform a priority<in order
t6 decrease the influence of spe-

al

ends — except on week

can go in a little later in the
.2 ohoct chall

is keeping on top of a rapidly

growing organization. A presi-

ts in the political

H'nally, Senator Bradley has
made healing the racial divide a
top priority. He has pledged to

bly in Marin and southern Sono-

county; add Mike Honda, Assem-
blyman from San Jose who is
runmngfar

It is also mportant for those
already in office to mentor oth-
ers, including young people, to
consider a greater role in pohms

Alot of AAs ar ful of the

during the 1996 campaign won't

‘What is important to note is
that for Senator Bradley, a com-
mitment to diversity is a core
part of his character. His views
on the importance of racial
equality were formulated early,

were black, and then later, as a
college intern, when he wit-
nessed the passage of the 1964
(‘mlRaghtsAetontheSenate

’I'hmugh his college roommate
at Princeton, Daniel Ohmotc

WrungJupanmeAmsrmms

pmudotltuanaampleofhow
a small constituency group
mdnhneandwm-kwx&nntheex-
isting political structure to get
wmefhmg as important as re-
dress accomplished.
How has your involvement

the people I've met through the
— people who be-

(currently a disti

fessor of political science at Stan-

ford), Senator Bradley was ex-
to the AA and, in particu-

, the Japanese American expe-
rience.

And when he played for the
New York Knicks, Senator-
Bradley-was a white player on a
predominantly African American
team and he witnessed numer-
ous instances of racism against
his . African American - team-
miates. Senator Bradley has been
consistent throughout his public

life,apeakm'soutagainstradn]
injustice and trying to forge a

issues sin-
ubstantiat-

brought back into the process?
We need leademlnp at the
highest levels that doesn't stereo-
type people — that makes people
feel welcome in the political
process. Senator Bradley has
spoken out against racial profil-
ing, whether it is the local police
‘department in stopping drivers,
or federal investigators question-
ing scientists in the national labs
or party officials harassing con-
tnbutarshm )t‘.h‘e la.st cumpmgn
healing the racial dmde s0 t.hat
the that oecuned

redress

new racial dialogue.

‘What has been your involve-
ment with the JACL?

While I was growing up, my
parents were always active
members of the Marysville chap-
ter. I became a Life Member
when I went to college. Right af-
ter college, when I was a Coro
Fellow, I worked at the national
headquarters. There, I developed
the organization's first hate
crimes manual called “Walk with
Pride,” which was distributed to
every JACL chapter. Then when
I went Yo D.C. to work for Sena-
tor Bradley, I joined the board of
the D.C. chapter.

In college, I wrote a book about
called “Righting a

came my colleagues and men-

1 first interned at the JACL.

In Washington, D.C., it was
great to wark with local activists,
like Lily and Pat Okura. Their
dedication and i to
the organization was inspiring. It
has motivated me in my public
service work.

What role should the JACL

As a nonprofit, JACL can't
take sides, but it can provide op-
pommiﬁes for people to get in-
volved by hosting forums and
serving as a clearinghouse for in-
formation on how to get involved
in the political process. It can en-
courage its members to write to
their elected officials on co:

nity issues and to work in coali- ™

tion with other civil rights orga-
nizations. B

Emily Moto Mura.se encour-

Thw column does not mpmsent
of an:
azndadate by the Paaﬁc Citizen.

Very Truly Yours

NICE THING
when Grant Ujifusa sent
me “The . Almanac of
American Politics 2000” in suffi-
cient time to read the fine print
that crunches California congres-
sional politics over 160 pages for
our March 7 primaries.
“Nice;"because there's no other
book )ammed with information —
descriptive, political personal
and timely — inside 1,850 pages.
“ “Nice,” because to my eyes its*

first one in 1972. And it's pub-
lished every two years by the
same Baron

Mihael

By Harry Honda

As Cadlifornia Incumbents Face

Their March 7 Primary

- ox ox ox
Senior Senator—Dianne Fe-
instein (D) grew up in San Fran
cisco’s lush Presidio Heights,
went to Stanford (’55), served on
the board of supervisors (1970
78), became mayor (1978-88), lost
the gubernatorial race to Pete
‘Wilson (49 percent - 46 percent)
in *90, but beat his bland choice,
John Seymour, for the U.S. Sen-
ate in "92.
The “Almanac” notes: “She has
kept her distance from the Clin-
ton Administration,” was against
NAFTA and condemned Clinton's
stats t of “I did not have sex-

ual relations with that woman,
Miss Lewinsky.” Towards China,

she was more friendly. “Says
Cook: “Probably safe. If she's the
vice presidential nominee. Cali-
fornmlawnllowshertonmfnr
both offices.”

‘Calif. 5th District—Native
son Rep. Robert Matsui (D) is a

that he understood all along that
the luncheon was both a “com-
munity outreach” event and a
fund-raiser. But as news of Clin-
ton’s finance scandals came out,
it became evident that neither
Matsui was involved in any
wrongdoing.” Cook’s Call—"Safe.
He's a cinch for re-election in
2000.”

Calif. 7th District—Voters in
Contra Costa and the iniand
towns around - Suisun Bay have
elected native son Rep. George
Miller (D) to Congress since

atjonal Historic

Site in 1996. Cook’s Call—"A fix-

ture in California politics for

more than 25 years, Miller has

not had to worry about a race in
a long time.”

Not in the “Almanac™ Long-

Most Favored Nation status on

White House state dinner for
President Jiang Zemin are “by no

cumbmemtheNmﬂ:andhasﬂ:e

saercmtage (33 per-
cent) of any
district plus 15 percent Asian

(21.14 percent, according to

DNC) and 11 percent Hispanic.
El Paso, Texas-born Barbara

Lee (D) grew up in the San Fer-

‘nando Valley, and has “one of the

safest Democratic seats in the
nation,” Cook calls. The. “Al-
manac” notes that in March

percent Asian by DNC reckoning
and the h.lghest on the mainland)
and (Sil-

House gince 1972 and when he
decides to retire, Cook says, “This
seat should remain safely in De-
mocratic hands.”
Calif. 15th District—What
was Norman Mineta's seat (1974~
+1995), Chicago-born Tom Camp-
bell (R), Stanford law professor
and a believer in free markets,
won in a special election after
Mineta resigned.
Campbell’s win cost Democrats
a majority in'the California dele-
gation for the first time in 37
years, but they won it*back in
1996, the “Almanac” points out.
CampbeJJ was instrumental in
Mard:l 1996 to have-California’s
pen primary initiative passed.
Cook’seall— “Potentially compet-
itive ... Will be a good test of
whether the impeachment back-
lash felt in early 1999 has legs in
the 2000 general election.” This
call was obviously made before
Campbell decided to challenge
Sen. Femstmn.
= *

PS. .Assemblyman Mike Hon-
da (D) is among seven in the
wide-open 15th Congréssional
district primary: five Democrnts

Lantos (D)
is the only Holocaust survivor

icon Valley). Elected in 1980, Bu-
Rep. Tom

ever to serve in Congress. He ini- _

(since

congr
been a JACLer for more than 25
&nra,‘ﬁurma_n- !pembership chair

Whilehehunomunary!dﬂ;e
internment /ha

experience,
. been bomn in 1941, he“ﬂoesm
member silence

Islander
oazz 1999).

ing $5,000 to
,the DNC. Matsui said in 1997

»

(PC.
'Hurlmﬂhillml%lmeondmon

tration scandals and opposes

d Clinton Admini
nor-
~a U S. relatioas with Chi-
ne. Cook’s call: “Safe.”

Calif. 18th District—On the
unglamourous side of San Fran-

tially p

cisco (ie., Eastbay), rests the Shi- .

bata Japaneae Garden, CSU

(275 percent API by DNC stats),
“sitting atop the Kazardous Hay»
ward F(ulL' Such geographic ba-
sics are and stan-

eye-opening
.dani thmughout the Almanac'

introd
Mllwauke&boﬁx' Fortney H.
“Pete” Stark (D) has been in the

naw‘$72.95hm'd.,$55mﬁ.l
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Obituaries

z4e Editor

MasaolmsNameBelongs
onNabonalMemomI
It is no longer possible for me to

which has developed at this late
stage with the National Japanese

“During t.he l9603 when 1

“served as the first General Counsei

of fame.” Japan has bestowed one
Jf its highest honors on him for his
work in building relationships be-
tween Japan and the United

Washington, just two blocks
ﬁomtbenahmscame
I remember the

ese. “On-gaeshi’
obhgnnmmmyayﬁmamihnd
nesses received.” I remember (.he
rough path trod by younger Ni
like me (now 80), a.sa!.lofushvad
through the days of virulent hostil-
ity and unremitting racism. I know
who went before me and am in-
debted to those who had so little
themselves but gave their all for
our community.
For their work and sacrifices, I
say itashi; " Thank

lqaaasof
meJAzAsunmbernf “Na-

., with others to provide lasting
ition of JAs. f

their contributions to our society.
Such faith deserved to be memori-
alized.”

Sincerely
John B. Rehm

Mistake to Put Masaoka's
Name on Memorial
I have been reading the contro-

versy centered around the pro-
pmed inscriptions of the National

you Thomas Yatabe, Tokutaro
Slocum, Saburo Kido, Walter
% Tsuk Timmie Sak

Toshio Hoshide and the many oth-
er founders of JACL. I remember
these men in their late twenties
and thirties as dynamic speakers
and outstanding leaders, and truly
none of us today are their equal.
They could articulate our feelings
and ideals with so much power
" that I needed to remind myselfthat
they grew up in communities that
wezefurthemtpmmanyeeg

regated.
d M.\keMamkammealong;usta
few years after these founding fa-
thers. He became our foremost
leade:r andwnldspeakandwnrz

American Memorial.
I was parti y distressed to
read Gerald ’s unfair and

rabid attack on Rita Takahashi’s

Yes, there is a better . But,
mnybethemwmmuymgmae
lect one individual when many are
deserving of the recognition.

Susan Fdltsn
Jefferson City, MO
m]

An Open Letter to JACL
President Helen Kawagoe

As you may recall, in the spring
of 1998 the .IACL distributed to all
subscribers of the Pacific Citizen
copies of an unauthorized version of
a case study by the Harvard John F.
Kennedy School of Government.
The official Harvard-approved ver-
sion that should have been dastrib

~uwdlshﬂed A@mstaﬂodds

Ph.D. dissertation. Upon reexami-
nation of her work — a meticulous,
well-documented scholastic contri-
bution — I could not help but won-
der why Yamada was so vicious. As
pro bono attorney with the board,
isnY he- supposed w be wurkmg
with and

It would help the publm to have
as much information as possible.
The following could help settle the

conflict:

— The NJAMF should place and

update the versions of the inscrip-

tions via their Web site

(htxp//wwwgnam(mg)aswellasm
the vernacular

anddanty press in order to get
Lawrhewaspaxd tolobby  feedback the
and maneuver and cajole Washing- —An mdq;gndgm ttee of
ton for JAs, & tiny ethnic minority blished to

easily brushed aside by Southern
segregationist committee chairmen
who ran the town. The knowledge-
able in Washington knew (and
know) how much Mike accom-
plished in advancing the civil
~rights of all Americans. His is a

could drawn from the National
Scholarly Council of the
Japanese American National Mu-
seum and from other university
schulars in t.he field who have stud-

great record of ;J and an
important part of JA

Nﬂmﬁrm%ﬁ%ﬂa'ﬂ
rancorous critics stand on his
shoulders and box him about the
ears. But I will remember his
strong and supportive help offered
to so many of us. Thank you Mike.
Rest in peace. May your name be
inscribed on the wall to honor all
the” Sacrifices the Issei and Nisei
madeﬁrus,whonawuwempy

d the wartime years.

To place on the national memor-
ial Mike Masaoka's name and any
portion of the “Japanese American
Creed” he penned in 1940 would be
8 grave mistake; they are divisive
and hurtful to a significant portion
of the Japanese American commu-
nity. The recent columns and let-
ters to the editor in the vernacular
press attest to the passion that
MnsaokaandtheJACLmllean

-80 much why.
Grayee

Medfo! rd, N.J.

.

The C

The staff of the PC. forwarded to
you a letter which I had written to
them

mg:hattheeaﬂxammd’that
study had been corrected and
rewritten. You did not answer my
letter.

On February 5, 1999, I wrote you
another letter about this mistake
hoping that-your organization
would take action to see that the

ility to see that informa-
tion it distributes

Infiuential JA Journalist

I read with interest, Bill
Hosokawa's column, “Larry
A Better Choice.” While Mr.

Tajiri,

reviews the
menmd'bothmnnndOmmu"
of

All the towns are in California except as noted.

Aoi, Yoshio, 84, Santa Bar-
bara, Jan. 10.
“F‘qiiu‘. Rev. Jongdnn

Gee and husband Brad; 5 Ec; sz.s-
ters Jane Asamoto and h

gel
Yuriko Lillian, sons Rod Ko,
Robert Ryo and wife Kathy;
daughter Sandra Emmie; 2 gc.
Sakurada, Alma Chie, 77,
Chicago, Feb. 8; formerly of Mon-
terey; survived by Hirao Smokey
Sakurada (Chicago); sisters Kiko

Mickey, Lillian; mother-in-law
Mito Ozawa; brother-in-law John
Ozawa.

Ishibashi, Harold A., 80, Ox-
nard, Feb. 10; survived by wife

Mary; daughuz.rs Joan and hus-
band

dena); sister Sumako Fujita (Tor-
rance); brothers-in-law Tom
Okumura (San Diego, Fred Mat-
sui and wife Jean (Yuba City);
sisters-in-law Yukiko Ishibashi

(Minn.), Fumiko Matsushita
(Japan). :

Esther, 79, Ten-
nessee, Feb. 12; Puenene,
Hawaii- formerly of Garde-

Tenn.), Aaron (Bishop); daugh-
ters Sue Pippin and husband

Sekurada, Alyce Miyo Hong (La
Crosse, Wis.).
da, Grace Mitsuye,

brother David M. i; sisters-
in-law Grace Uno husband
Rev. Emest (Hawaii), Bernice
Goto and husband Ray.

Donald Hiroshi,
76, Los Angeles, Feb. 5 service;
WWII 442nd RCT 95th Infantry

h .
son Edrhe and wxfe Knren

Dennis (White House, Tenn.),
Ruth Padgett and husband Fred
(Mt, Juliet, Tenn.); 12 gc., 4 gge.;
sisters Ruth Ige and husband
George (West Covina), Beatrice
Kido and Sumiko Migita (both
Hawaii); brother Robert Kurosu
and wife Chie and sister-in-law
Yoshie Kurosu (Hawaii).

Mikio ‘Mlki.’m.,

husband Ronme. usterMie hm
wara.

Tanaka, Harry Hiroshi, 78,
Bellflower, Feb. 4; Beach-
born; survived by son

(mmms) brothers George T.
Ishizuka Blv;rx;ifeM.aryS Jun

MwmwyPﬂk‘CAB”SS—N(B
fax: 323/725-0064

e-malpamlﬁmlm ' o 3
# Exceptior the Directors |  born; survived by son Masami
Hmbm;lumu&vwwnex ;.qndmfeﬁ-anms;dmghﬁuYoko
pressed by columnists nec- akayama; 1 gc.; brother George
essarly reflect JACL The Wi
) arothe onof Iked.;_a_ndwtfeﬁnruye (San
 Voious’ rflectthe acive, puic |  (San Jose), Ellen Fukushi
discussion within JACL of a wide (Sunyvale), Toji and hus-
range of ideas and issues, though band Janice Tao and
mmmd':\em; m‘“ Jx" M;(w e
o ; Fills, Feb B, Sintns o
# "Short expressions™ on pubic is- , Feb. 8; sur-
sues, . one ‘or two, para- by wife Emiko; son Eugene
mmﬂmm, and wife Teresa (Hawaii); .
proiredi by e Bill, Teri Nitta-Flock and
Although we are unabie to print all % o
the letiers we receive, we i husband Kelly; 9 ge; 1 ggc,; sis-
ate the interest and views of those |  ters Takeko Omnﬁeko
who take the time 1o send us their |  Yoshimura Frank;
sistér-inlaw gmmo Nitta. /.

FUKUI

MORTU

; Director
Los Angeles, CA 90012 e

Ph. 213 <626-0441 . comsriar
Fax 213 «617-2781 .- ,

\ Serving the Community
<Ior00¢rwlhn

KUBOTA NIKKEI
MORTUARY
FDL. #29
LOS ANGELES, CAV;)'ools
(213) 749-1449
FAX (213) 749-0265

R :
H. Suzuki, VP/Gen.
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INSORIPTIONS-
(com!nuodlromp.goﬂ
ON FEBRUARY 19, 1942, 74
DAYS AFTER THE UNITED -
ENTERED WORLD WAR
FRANKLIN D.

II, PRESIDENT
ROOSEVELT ISSUED EXECU-

TIVE ORDER 9066 WHICH RE-
SULTED IN THE MASS RE-
MOVAL OF JAPANESE AMERI-

CE TO
SHORTEN THE WAR AND THUS
SA AMERICAN

ACT WHICH

THE INJUSTICE, PROVIDED TO-

KEN CO! TION AND
THE NATION'S

COMMITMENT EQU.

UNDER THE LAW FOR ALL

Panels 20 and 21

HERE WE ADMIT A WRONG.
HERE WE AFFIRM OUR COM-
MITMENT AS A NATION TO

IS PO N TE
V-
il UbutP:AaAugust 1988

Ja;.mnmea4 by blood
Hea.rtaa.ndmmdaAmmmn
Baethestmgaoﬁmum
For future generations
Panel 37
WE BELIEVE A THREAT TO
THIS NATION'S DEMOCRACY
WAS A THREAT TO THE AMERI-

CAN DREAM AND TO ALL FREE
PEOPLES OF THE WORLD.

Panel 44
YOU FOUGHT NOT ONLY THE
ENEMY, BUT YOU FOUGHT

RTIFY INFRA-
STRUCTURE sTrRATEGIC For | ALOHA PLUMBING
VICTORY. - Lic. #440840
777 Junipero Serra Dr.
AND AFTER THE INCARCERAT: San Gabrisl, CA 91776

ED CITIZENS LEFT THE (;AMPS ot msans
72000 ESCORTED TANAKA TOURS

TAUCK NOVA SCOTIA (8 days) .........

TENNESSEE / BRANSON / KENTUCKY
EAST COAST & FALL FOLIAGE (11 days)
JAPAN AUTUMN ADVENTURE (12 days)
TREASURES OF VIETNAM | (13 days)

JAPAN SPRING ADVENTURE (Takayama Festyal, 12 days) .
TAUCK TOURS - A WEEK IN FRANCE (9 days, imited seats wmm
JCCCNC NIKKEI PACIFIC NW CRUISE & LAND (7 days)
CANADIAN ROCKIES / VICTORIA (& days)

GRAND PRINCESS MEDITERRANEAN CRUISE (14 gays)

TAUCK COLORADO NATIONAL PARKS (10 cays)
BEST OF HOKKAIDO plus TOHOKU (12 days)

s CALL OR WRITE TODAY FOR OUFI FREE BROCHURES ==

Tanaka Travel Service is a full'Seffice agency and can

APR 11
MAY 11
MAY 27
JUNE 14
JULY 14

(Shoy Tabuchs Show. 9 days)

PREJUDICE — AND YOU WON.

DWL K II:SUYE, Cay
44; Regimental Combat
UB. Congressman, US. Senator

Papels 13-19 and Panels 22-28
C] CO!

ENTA, 21,846, MINIDOKA,
IDAHO, 12,676, TOPAZ, UTAH,
9571 M

HAWAII'

(Continued from page 1)
“When the culture and way of life
ofa are all but bya

their control, their

Lhmtor erativig and their dis-
generations

may ybeuharedbymamymﬂn

bers of the larger co

Kennedy said. But he

SAN GABRIEL VILLAGE

235 W. Fairview Ave.-
San Gabriel, CA 91776
(213) 283-5685
(818) 289-5674

WEN HO LEE
(Continued from page 1)

buelethUS Circuit Court of Ap-
ther ruled nor set a
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“ Suppert & Assist Volunteer Effort

Here's my contribution to support the needs of the P.C. and its
efforts to remain a weekly publication! (Please send your tax
deductible donations to: P.C. SAVE, 7 Cupania Circle, Mon-
terey Park, CA 91755.)
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