JACL Denounces
Pittsburgh Shootmgs
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these senseless acts of vmlzmx
on our communities.”

d. He did not offer any re-
sistance when he was arrested,
he said.

“We are taking a tack of eth-
nic intimidation — a hate

By MARTHA NAKAGAWA
Assistant Edm-

Mitsuru ‘Mits’ Koshiyama,
75,.a devout United Methodist
bdumWar\dWm‘n,mpletdy
lost faith in the Christian
church after hostilities broke
out. He saw no spiritual leader
fight for the constitutional or
human nght.s of -Japanese
Americans and found himself
further alienated from the
church after becoming one of 85
Heart Mbuntain Fair Play

men who

tiary for refusing to fight in the
U.S. Army until they and their
families were released from
wnemmm'm camps and their

nghts restored.
Today, Koshiyama has hope.
At t.he Nikkei 2000 Confer-

ence in San Francisco on April
30, an interfaith coalition
passed a resolution publicly
- apologizing to the resisters of

Committee
spent time in a federal peniten-—.

“conscience and further asking
- the JACL to do the same at their
+June national convention in

Monterey, Calif.
Of the 85 participants at the

sidents in camp had every right

to protest,” said Koshiyama. “We

were all victims of racism. We all
fored” A

The interfaith  resolution
comes three weeks before “Con-
science and the Constitution,”
Frank Abe’s documentary on the
Heart Mountain Fair Play Com-
mittee, is set to preriliere in Los

the

Angeles, and eight weeks before -
ional JACL 1

group.
“I really thought the spiritual
leaders should have been the

At the JACL convention, the
national council is expected to
vote on a new resisters’ resolu-
tion, which is being sponsored by
the Pacific Northwest District,

obligation to do so. ... Today, I
am very pleased. It’sgmftth&t

See nssownowﬁ'-v- 7

By LYNDSEY SHINODA
‘Writer/Reporter

SAN FRANCISCO—Mem-
bers of the Nikkei community
throughout the United States
and as far away as Europe,

Planning for the Future at lekel 2000

Lori Fujimoto, JACL vice a
president of public affairs and  with a.357-caliber handgun, the | Jepan, and South America

pmxtp-'uonmhnemme Pittsburgh - Post-Gazette Shane for the Nildcei
2 Phﬂade!phm JACLW Anarr@%;as the Radisson Miyako Hotel in
to monitor the shootings on the other slayi ich oc. | Japantown.
fered JACL's assistance. . curred in adjacent Al]egheny The theme of the conference

“We continue to be outraged ty was “Empowering Our Com-
by this type of sensel Py the munity for the 21st Century.”
and abhor such racially motivat- Gemgmbarmmm 1993 wnd | The conference boasted a num-
ed attacks on i victims”  belonged to the Georgia Bar As- . | ber of prominent speakers,
said Fujimoto. “The JACLwﬂl sotiation. He was listed as a le- s'ympomums, and break-out Participants mmmu-mzooomwmmnmwm
contmna”  its - $or i tion. sessions, all in an effort to es- - Hotél in San Francisco on April 28.
aenmsttheeetypesofmmlly s o e Web poge o o | tabish the current state ofthe 3 ] “morning, Jon _ “Today, young JAs represent
motivated actions against peo- attorney in Latvia. His parents, , as well as Qsaki, the executi director of dreams,” Osaki his
ple of color in this country.” Inese and Andrejs, are both den- for the future as we head into 47 anamee cq:‘x: You& speech. “We mtruh;enﬂ:m

John Tateishi, JACL execu- tists and his father taught at the the millennium. ooeunal, ed the::tfirm P
tive director, added, “This is yet  University-ofPi Jn the imperial ballroom of  PCE PP oee See NIKKEI 2000/page 8
another hate crimes * “This racist demon-

rampage
that hasg left in its wake a
tragedy not only for the families
and friends of the victims, but
all ethnic minorities. We
more vulnerable each time this
kind of racist attack takes
lace.” -
The suspect, Richard Baum-
hammers, 34, smirked at on-
lookers as he was led into a
magistrate’s office in Beaver
FallsonA;ml28weﬂnngab\ﬂ-
a
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strates the need to

the hate crimes statutes,” said
Fujimoto. “Hate crimes terrorize
not onl; t.hevncnm but also en-

Anti-Asian Lyrics in Band’s Song Causes Conoerﬁf

By MARTHA NAKAGAWA
A Editor |

tire e ities who
live vm.hm the victim’s commu-

Crimes Prevmnon Act, ‘has
been reintroduced in

The JACL is actively lobbyi
to seek p of the legisla-

was charged with criminal
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Monterey, California

June 27-~July 2, 2000

)

A coalition of University of Mary-
Jand students are planning & non-
violent rally during their annual
Art Attack, a day-long campus-
wide concert event, on May 5, to
protest the inclusion of the Blood-
hound Gang band, which Lhey say
promotes songs with

stereotypes.

“It’s unbelievable that someone
would recite such hate thoughts
and sing it as a song,” said Supar-
na Paul, vice president of commu-
nications for UMD's Asian Ameri-
can Student Union.

Paul said the coalition members
— AASU, Black Student Union,
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Headquarters, wesi@ SL San Francisco, CA 94115.

Mon., June 26-Sun., My 2—36th
Biennial JACL National CGonvention;
DoubleTree Inn, Monterey, CAM spe~
cial rate for JACL com

Reservations ASAP: 831/649—4511

<www. com>.
Eastern

PHILADELPHIA

Sat., May 13—Dramatic Musical

Reading, “Distant Voices”; 3 p.m.,,
‘MainLine Unitarian Church, Devon
Penn_; based on Hiroaki Nishimura’s
intemment diaries; see Community
Calendar. .
WASHINGTON, D.C.

Sat., May 20—Fifth Annual APA
Spring Benefit; see Community Cal-

Midwest

WISCONSIN

Sun., May Il—Recognmon Dinner; i
p-m. dinner, 2 p.m. program, Tam’s
Chop Suey, 68th & Layton Ave.,
Greenfield. RSVP by May 14: Sherri
Fujihira, *
Igowsky, 414/643-5999.

NC-WN-Pacific

'DISTRICT COUNCIL

Sun., May 7—Distrit Mesting and
Oratorical Competition; Salinas.

Sat., June 3—NCWNP District’s pre-
convention meeting to review resolu-
tions, the budget and to meet the can-
didates running for national office; 10
am.-3 p.m, JACL National Head-
quarters, San Francisco. Info: NCWNP
Regional Director Pauy Wada, 415/
345-1075.

DISTRICT EVENT

Sun., june 4—48th Annual Dumor

Olympics. Entry May 1.
Contact nearest NCWNP chapter. ™
BERKELEY

Sun., May Zl—Sd\o(arshrp Awards

414/423-1408; Margaret,

g

Luncheon; 12:30-3 p.m., Silver Dra-
gon Restaurant, 835 Webster St

9543 Culver Bivd, Culver Cit
Satoshi Nitta, 310/828-7857,

Oakland!
Stanford

speaker, Lindsay Kzgzwbay 310/826-0976. W~ 9%
m&%ﬁn&a 925832 7947. muc‘_
Sat., 6—"Family Ties Picnic”; see
oy y Calendar. Chapters can now buy 2000
Sat, May 13—"The Human Race” M&M@SMM
fun ising watkathon; C P S Sy -
nd-raising oy(xe. Qint. P m

Registration: 343-2793.
WATSONVILLE

Thurs,, May 18—Senior Day Trip to
the state Capitol in Sacramento. Info:
Shig Kizuka, 724 0116; Carmel Kami-
gawachi, 722-19

Pacific Southwest

PSW DISTRICT

Wed., June 28—A chartered bus will
leave for the national convention in
Monterey (July 2 retumn); pick-up
points in Los. Angeles’ Little YoEyo
West Los Angeles; cost $100 or less
according to number of
RSVP ASAP: 213/626-4471.
ARIZONA'

Sat.-Sun., May "6-7—Play, “Gila
River”; see Gommunity Calendar.

May. 21—Y2K Scholarshlp
Awards Potluck Dinner; 5 p.m,,
Lakeside Room at Fairmount Park,
2624 Fairmount Blvd
SAN DIEGO
‘Sun., May 7—JACL Scholarship
Awards Dinner, Tofi Ham's Light-
house. Restaurant on Harbor Island.
Info: 619/230-0314, e-mail: sdjad@
juno.com.

SEANOCO -\
Sat., May 13—CGuided tour of exhibit,
“More Than a Game: Sport in the

Japanese American Community”; 12 °

"noon lunch, 1 pm. tour, Japanese
National

American Museum. RSVP by
May 9: B] Watanabe, 714/779-4140.
WEST LOS ANGELES

15—Scholarship Dinner; 6
o, S:‘%Ieﬁm Pasta Café and Bar,

passengers.

COMMUNITY

Calendar

East Coast

PHILADELPHIA

Sat.,, May 13—Dramatic Musical

Reading, “Distant Voices”; 3 p.m.,
MainLine Unitarian Church, ‘Devon
Penn.; based on Hiroaki Nishimura's
diaries; suitable for middle

If you have moved, please send information to:

JACL Members Non-Members
National JACL “Pacific Citizen
1765 Sutter Street 7 Cupania Circle

Monterey Park, CA 91755
or
call circulation at:
800/966-6157

San Francisco, CA 94115
or
call membership at:
415/921-5225

——————,

3 K ——
***Allow 6 weeks for address

r
|

include periodicals in your change of address (USPSFonn3575)

changes
Toavo-dnunphorsnreeevwvgywrPC please notify your postmaster

P.C. Non-Member Readers:

[ “subscribe to the Pacific Citizen |
{
| for only $35 per year N

school and older students as well as
adults. Info: Hiro Nishikawa, 610/
896-0538, Carmie DeClerque 610/
649-9574.

* WASHINGTON, D.C.

Sat., May 20—Fifth Annual APA
Spring Benefit; Omni Shoreham
Park Metro). Info, tickets:
703/522-4231 or chieko@aol.com.
Thurs.-Sat.,. Nov. 9-11—National
Munonal to Patriotism Dedication

<

NIAMF 800/607-8550. \
Padﬁc Nortinvest.

Sat., May 6—Epworth 'United
Methodist Church’ Annual Spring
Bazaar;-1-3 p.m.; food, baked

ph% flowers, etc. Info: 232-5253.

Gift Subscription Gift Subscription Gift Subscription

//fo{/tcr s .ﬂqy & 7;11/10/'.5' @ay
J}ecza/ 4

I'l'\

&

A Pacific Citizen gift for all mothers and ¥athers on these
special days. Receive three months free. -

Fri.-Sun., Sept. 15-17—Heart Moun-
tain Reunion; SeaTac DoubleTree
Hotél. Info: Toshi Terayama, registrar,
253/520-8005, e-mail: *toshiter@
ix.netcom.com., i

Norit Calif .

BAY AREA

Sat., May 13—CARP Health Matters

Kodani, 510/548:4104, or Sar Ka-
shima, 510/845-6553.

7—JASEB 13th Annual

ner; 6 p.m. cocktail reception, 7 p.m.
dinner, DoubleTree Hotel De Anza
Ballroom; Gen. Eric Shinseki, keynote
speaker; Hon. Robert J. Dole, invited;
fund raiser for the WWII memorial in
Washington, D.C. RSVP ASAP: judy

”

csAllow & wabkaiter new unn.n--. 1o begine

Niizawa, 408/733-7692; e-mail: jni-
izawa@ earthlink.net.

PALO ALTO

Sat., May 6—Spring Bazaar; 10 am.-
3'p.m., Aldersgate United Methodist
Church 4243 Manuela Ave.; sushi,

le:gah chicken, manju, pvdded veg-
acces-

sories, colledibles aaﬁ nems toys,
plants, etc. Info: 650/948-6806.

Centrd California

FRESNO .

Fri-Sat, Oct. 13-14—Fifth Jerome

Reunion; New Otani Hotel, Los
info: Rose Masoda Okajima,

559/ 875-3878.

Southern California

LOS ANGELES

_ Sat.,, May 6—Exhibit Opening, Panel

Discussion, “Diamonds in the Raug\

Jq)anese Americans in Baseball”;
American

, Japanese
Musmm,}é? E. First St,, Little
RSVP: 213/625-0414, W‘G‘-SZ&
_ Fri,, May 12—Greater LA. Si
program; 8 p.m., Gardena Valley
YWCA, 1341 W. Gardena Bivd.; a
Service Center will speak. Info: Louise
Sakamoto, 310/327-3169.
Sat.,, May 13—East Meets West Jam
Fest; 1 pm.-1 am, Los Angeles
County Museum An;lcvemin-

try and the LA. Asian American com-
munity.. Info: <www.AsianAvenue

com/jamfest>.
Sdud:y,szﬂ—Bodx discussion,
“From’ Harsh Winters to Bountiful
Harvests — The Joumey &f Japanese
Americans”; 9:30-11:30' am,; Hen-
derson Branch, Torrance Public
Library. RSVP: Paula Weiner, 310/
© 618-5950.

- That's $35 for 15 moriths of the P.C. Arizona - Nevada
) LAS VEGAS
Nofme: . To: -From: Thurs.,, May 11-Poetry reading with
. 3 Add Add [~ piano iment, “One Man's_
Street: : : Pmc%; Wammm CAIW
- - pm., :
City: State: Zip: City: . City: m«:&.m 382-3493
Phdne- Shete: :  State: Sﬂ.-&l:.),( ’May 6-7—Play, “Gila
B Zip: - Zip: River’; § the oural e
Al subscriptions payable in advance. For oversesas subscribers, Phone: Phone: : d\:nge the reservation
sdditionsl $25 per year required for postage T e ¥ T = ™ ‘G‘.l‘ m‘;“(:‘la' 7p::\6
. Check payable to: mmku]aﬂ- uo-lomMcAﬂnl Paci - ““A“m'm' ¢A91755 East ‘C&l Q*MCG-“EM
-3434.
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AsianPadﬁcAmeneanMedaMlim AmMemorialFlmenmedtoRemoveOﬂmsive
Continued Efforts to Monitor
DrversnymNetworkTelevision

The Nauonnl Asian Pacific
Ameri_ca:: JMedia Coalition

partn

NAACE Nat:mhnl Latino Me-
dia Council and American In-
dians in Film, have been
working with the networks to
ensure that their program-
ming and internal opérations
accurately reflect erica’s
rich diversity.

The fall 1999 schedule of the
four major television networks
— ABC, CBS, NBC and FOX
— revealed a lack of
diversity in its casts. Only oné
of the 26 new prime-time
shows featured a minority in a
lead role, and none cast an
APA. Of the dozens of return-
ing shows,.only four mles were

layed by Asian
&oreover, few d the—
scenes roles — wri
tors and producers — were
held by APAs.

“We are pleased that Secre-
tary Heyman is working to en-

eq%t all Americans lm:ﬁ
an opportunity to wo
in our entertainment indus-
try” said Norman Mineta,
chair of the APA Media Coali-
tion. “We look forward .to
working wjth her, the guilds

Bymm
HONOLULU—In mpmn to

il

a film shown
ot WA . T vt

Arizona
ood to i the i the Dec. 7, 1941, -attack on Pearl
W 0 improve industry’s S,

Japanese sugarcane
lemented at ﬁddmtxwhqglmnamav-
and FOXsodmtou.rna-\ ing ship in Pear] Harbor and the ac-
Al e g b e
will reflect our nation’s great
diversity,” _said K. |, Theaudio P;;w.smml ying
N executive director of Mm’ tdanga'mSlnnmt
the' National Asian Pacific g attack, g ande amid
At".i.abor Secretary B H“m" s
brought together the most
powerful group of television sponse to complaints from JAs who
executives into one room I contended the segment unfairly
have ever seen in my 30 years pahyadthgnde«x{dWar

'l'hedmngewumndeinm'

“We feel quite good sbout it.” we serve.”

ofa for diversity in the
megx:% Sumi Hari, first
vice pms)dent of the Screen
Actors Guild. “A very frank di-
alogue was begun, not only
about our desire for diversity,
but also about the importance
of our presence in the media
and the possible increased au-  Lee, who is being prosecuted for al-
dience' of consumers who leged security breaches at Los
would like to see themselves Alamos National Laboratory.
reflected on ‘their television The reason: Lee needs to be able
screens, If we are able to con- 10 assist in his defense.

wurk areas at the lab, which fired

tinue: this dmlogue, Eerhaps
him last year, and at the federal

meanmgful
“The APA Media Coalition is  courthouse in Albuquerque. He is
a group of 18 .crganizations always in the custody
o ensuniha APAs  of foderal marshals, who keep him

By ASSOCIATED PRESS

ALBUQUERQUE, N.M.—The
federal government has restored
the security clearance of Wen Ho

The restored
Lee’s top-secret “Q clearance” and
is allowing him to travel to secure

Lee Gets Clearance to Review Evidence

said there’s no way he and co-coun- wthrlmandthat‘aanmnal
sels Mark Holscher and Nancy Hol- pnnofdefa;dmg any case,” Cline
lander could conduct a defense

without Lee's active participation Leeslegshacklmmllmym

“Absolutely not,” Cline said. dmnghmlmAhmmnmga
Both sides have until May 8 to  but they take off his handcuffs,
iron out disputes over what evi- Cline said. He is still not allowed
dence they should be allowed to visitors other than family and
look at before Lee's scheduled Nov. lswya'!mh:Snn}aFe}!nlcellthe

ial was-the “crown jewels” of US. y” function, Cline said.
science, but the defense said it was- posted outside
n't even classified until after Lee keep watch on video monitors.

working was fired in March mﬂw But t}me'dm:;;:l:u,mlum
are accurately portrayed on mEgm!ram!s e lawyunamr!xgntd’ erial is  talk privately with his attorneys.
network teleulslon and that £ s last week 5 to the public. A third-floor
APAshavefalranda[ualac nmma.?m@xn:sﬂfmhmnm The 60-year-old scientist could room is similarly equipped with
to p and ! classified  face life in prison if convicted. video surveillance, Cline said, and
ceas 10 piogtean d to Lee's inAl- -~ “The last couple of weeks have meetings there have averaged five
writing "PP"”""“’”“:“3 man-  pyquerque been our first opportunity to review  to six hours. B
ag p and ang AndddamennaneanImCIm the evidence in the case in

Simply...

Racial Discrimination

“Over the last two centuries,
Asian Americans and Padific Is-
landers have contributed immea-

smblylav.hendmeuofourdr
namic, multicultural society.

WFWMMWMS Suit Filed Against
Byh-zsdentPClm';:mmmwh::! mmmﬂmm&mrgo: Nippon Express
e T T anaers o ow pying o, e opances, v of . St

mndequslchealthm nndlackof
educational ity nanmlawntnpmﬁl.lgnme

| -
| embody many of our Nation's core
| wvalues, including devotion to fami-
ly, commitment to hard work, and
- | pride in their heri

have

tage. .
'I‘hepeopleufdnsd:verseand - tior

rapidly
mhibumdtoeveryaspaddwr

national life — from

Join the;National JACL Credit Union ond become

eligible for our VISA card. Call; fox onmail the
! informatien below for membership information
' -_---./-.--IIIII

|
1 ; "ELIGIBILITY AND MEMBERSHI® REQUIRED
|

and computer scence to
ment, the arts,.and sports. Forex
ampie,andDahmhdpedmrev-

'.hrwghthemve.nhun of the pen- -
tium chip. Govérnors Benjamin
Cayetano of Hawaii and Gary
Locke of have devoted
their lives to public service. The'tal- *
ents of novelist Amy Tan have de-
lighted readers across our Nation,
while architect and sculptor Maya
Lin's stirring memorials to-the
ViemamWarandtheCwﬂRxghm

B L e N —

Natmnal JACL

CREDIT UNION
Toll free 800 544:8828

A,

{
:
|

Tel 801 355-8040 ihx 801 5212101 /-Emoil: jocku@joccu.com / PO 1721 /. SIC, Uroh.84110

from its diversity. Let us use this
month to reflect on the many gifts Ni"mEq:_ b’ﬂ
Asian Americans and Pacific Is- "“‘I‘”W‘m‘"ﬁh

gmhawmlmmmm i h’ fsﬂ”mc s E‘:

Amen‘c::‘r of all’ backgrounds ustice for - m.g::’ ater

tural society. \
“To honor the’ lishr
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Harry Fukuhara, War Hero and ‘Survivor’ Servos as
. Honorary Co-Chair of Veteran’s Tribute Event.

By ROGER Ashemtuad;hemwtwoel-
S, MINAMI derly women, both looking ex-
Y ‘ Fuku "Ohuam ﬁnﬂr:yuﬂned'wltz
4 b esu
N o, ey oy el o st
, away women, jevin it was
—— when he was  the voice of her son.

13 and his family was living in “A  very
Shortly afterwards, .emotional
decided to move the fam- moment for

ily back to their family home in bot.hofus,;

s a i

7 Later, he returned to the Unit- Fukuhara,

ed States to attend b ally for

thing he had promised his -her, to see me

He worked in whatever jobs he again . after

' could find. At cne time “I was a seven years,

and in an
American ‘uniform.” The other
lady was an aunt. He later found
out that two brothers had been
ed States at the time, and 'her  drafted into the Japanese Army.
child were forced into the Tulare  An older third brother had died of
Alsembly Center and then to the  radiation poisoning.

Gila River Relocation Center in Fukuhara went on to serve 29
Arizona. In 1942 he volunteered  years in intelligence work, retir-

ing in Oetober of 1971 as colonel,
Foreign Liaison Detachment,
500th Military - Intelligence

veteran's tribute -evenit during
tﬁ'eupmngACImahmalwn
vention as henorary co-chair.
'Wemmplmsedthntﬂan‘y
Fukuhara is serving as honorary
co-chair,” said Kaz Matasuyama,

JACL national convention co-

chair. “He serves as an inspira-
tion to anenese Americans and
‘an American hero.”

‘For more information on the
veteran’s tribute event, contact
Judy Niizawa at jniizawa@earth-
link.net .or look up'the veteran’s
tribute Web site at <‘http.//www
Javeterans.|

fqrthehﬁhhryln

Camp Savage in Minnesota.
soon found ‘that his
knowledge of Js;nn

In.Mxyoflw,hewasas«
signed to the Allied Translator

Th Junéheon dusing the
Interpreter Section (ATS) in g tion
Australia.

JACL national - convention in
risbane, From June ° Monterey, Calif,,'on June 29 will
1943 to August of 1945, feature award-winning author
Fukuhara served in battle areas  Helen Zia.
ofmeSomhwestPaﬂﬁcandm Zia“is a journalist and con-
_the terpreter  tributing edxmr to Ms. Magazine,
“and interrogator. of Japanese where she was formerly execu-
pnsm-aofwarandtmns!a torof  tive editor. Her articles, essays
Ful and have

5

JACL National Convention to
Feature Award-wmmng Author

tions.

A second-generation Chinese
Amernican, Zia has been a long-
time activist forhaoual Jvujh!:h on
issues ranging from o te
and peace to women's rights and
countering hate violence. In 1997
she testified before the U.S. Com-
mission on Civil Rights on the
impact of the campaign finance
hearings on AAs, and helped au-

mplemenung a month of ac-

Each coalition member — in-
cluding organizations like the
Arti-Defamation League, the
OCA, the National Asian Pacific
American Legal -

By Kristine Minami
JACL Wash., D.C. Rep.

Supporting the Hate
Crimes Prevention Act

organization in
the United States, I am writing
m\ngeyouws\mtt.he}{me
Crimes Prevention Act of 1999
(HCPA), S.622. :ﬂnsln-parhsan
bill would

strengthen existing
hate‘mmelawsbymdudmgm
its definition bias crimes agamnst
victims because of real or per-
ceived sexual orientation, gen-
der or disability and by remov-
ing overly restrictive jurisdic-

- tonal obstacles to federal in-

volvement.

Currently, the majority of
hate crime cases which are pros-.
ecuted are handled by.state and
local authorities, and this prac-
tice w1.ll continue under the
HCPA. F , by providing

support for S. 622 (see attached
sample, edit as necessary) to
EVERY ' Senator, dated May
19th. We are hoping to deluge

the Senate _community in-
terest such that\t cannot ignore
this legisiation.

These letters can be mailed,
faxed or e-mailed, but it is vital-

authority for involvement, the
HCPA would allow the federal
government to work in partper-
ship with state and local author-
ities where needed. Further, the
HCPA would provide federal j ju-
risdiction to address l.n}alx;-mt:l‘;]:l18
vated m& in states where

lxwm

eadlxm about the
bate crimes in Jasper, Texas,
Laramie, Wyoming, and t.he
shooting rampage through Illi
nois andIndmnam 1999bya

targeted
and murdered because of who

won promotions fo master  Ms., New York Times, Washing-  sion against Congress, the Demo- ly important that we coordinate  they are. Hate crimes are partic-
ton Post, The Naaon Essense, cratic and Republican National the JACL response dated for ularly insidious because they
'[hamleeder andl.n1945m- Sani"‘rmmFoauAMagu Committees and the news media  May 19th. I urge every chapter deliver a message of intolerance
mﬂwﬁt’lﬂ commission - zine, San Francisco Chronicle, for racially discriminatory treat-  board to send 100 letters anden-  to the entire community. As a
as a 2nd lieutenant, Infantry. - and many other publications. In  ment of As. eouragemdmdualstodosoas country that embraces diversity
Soon after the Hiroshima atom. 1999, Zia was named one of the Zia traveled to Beijing in 1995  well._ and believes in justice, we can-
bombing and surrender of Japan;- ““inost influential Asian Americans  to the U.N. Fourth World Con- Senators can be reached not allow bigots to wield such
his division commander, ¢ oft)xedeesdebyA. Magazine. gress on Women as partof ajour-  the following address: The Hon-  power. We must give prosecu-
of Fukuhara's family in Hiroshi- The\Qrganizition of Chinese nalists of color delegation. Her  grable (Senator’s fill name), tors the tools to fully prosecute
ma, told him to go find his family.  Americans designated her as the ~ work on the AA landmark civil  United-States Senate, Washing' these cases.
Fukuhara received ‘access to a° Chinese Amegican Journalist of  rights case of anti-Asian violence  ton DC 20510. I urge you to support this crit-
jeep and whatever food and the Year in 1998.-She has re- is documented in the Academy  Thank you for adding your ~ ical civil rights legislation that
clothes he could find. From Kobe,  ceived numerous awardsfor writ- ~ Award-nominated film, “Who  gice to the dialogueA will go a long way towards pro-
where he was stationed at the ing and editing, inciuding the Killed Vincent Chin? ‘tecting those who are all too of-
time, it took days ofdrmnz on  Asian American Journalists As-’ For information on the lun- (sample letter) ten the targets of bias crimes.
bombed-out routes to reach his  sociation, the National Women's  cheon, contact Jackie Kuwada, May 19, 2000 Thank you for your considera-
home. He found it nlthmgh it Political Caucus, the Detroit JACL national youth director, at Dear Senator- tion of this matter 8
was partially destroyed. Press Club, and other arganiza-  415/022-5225. B ‘ =
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Diablo Valley/Tri-Valley Chapters
Host Teacher Training Vvorkshop

By CHERYL YOSHIMURA-
"THOMPSON_

Teachers gathered at Pine
Hollow Middle School in Con-
cord, Calif, on April 15 for a
workshop titled “An American
Story: From the Bill of Rights to
Redress,”«to learn about the
Japanese American experience
in the United States.

The workshop, sponsored by
the Diablo Valley and Tri-Valley
JACL chapters, was made possi-
ble ;through the 100th/442nd/
MIS WWII Memorial Founda-
tion and the state of California.

The purpose of the workshop
was to assist teachers in devel-

oping their own lesson plans to
include the JA experience in
their multicultural classrooms.
The major focus was the intern-
‘ment of JAs in concentration
camps during World War I1.

The teachers also learned of
the racist atmosphere JAs faced
prior to and during the war in-
cluding denial of citizenship and
ownership of land. And they also
learned of the community’s
struggle for redress and the, ulti-
mate passage of the Civil Liber-
ties Act in 1988

Mollie Fujioka and Jack

Nakashima, both of Walnut
Creek and members of the Dia-
blo Valley JACL, spoke of being
17 years old when the Dec. 7,
lgz, bombing of Pear]l Harbor

and led to President
Roosevelt issuing Executive Or-

(From left): Marvin Uratsu, E¢c Torigoe, Mollie Fujidka, Harry Fukuhara, Noby

taken away from them.
Panelists Noby Yoshimura of
Rossmoor in Walnut Creek, Har-
ry Fukuhara of San Jose and
Marvin Uratsu of Richmond
talked about their experiences ini
Service

served in the Pacific as part of
the US. guvernmem:'s highly se-
cretive group of Nisei who spoke
Japariese and English. Their
contributions were highly classi-

fied until the 1960s and they
never spoke of their work in the
Pacific, interrogating Japanese
prisoners, trans]aﬁng docu-
ments and aiding in the recovery
of Japan after the war,_

The commonality among the
three men was their fierce loyal-
ty to the United States and their
knowledge of the Japanese lan-
guage and customs.

Yoshimura said the contribu-
tions of the Nisei Military Intel-
ligence Service helped shorten
WWII by two years and saved
one million lives.

Greg Marutani was the facili-
tator of the workshop and the
event was co<chaired by Eric
Torigoe and Cheryl Ytnh:.mum
Thompson. B

Yoshimura, Jack Nakashima «nd Cheryl Yoshimura-Thompson.
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will be awarded as a result
paign and in recognition of the large
uumber of well-qualified apph

'I‘he fellowships will be given
administered

American community “We are
proud to be associated with Judge
Takasugi and all he represents”
said Parkin Lee, president of the
foundation.

the Greater Bay Area -
'Byamnngt.hefeﬂown!nxs, the
fu-

hopes to
ture generations of lawyers to fol-
low the example of Judge Takasu-
gi's selfless commitment and lead-

‘Beyond Barbed Wire' to Have Encore National PBS Airing

An encore national airing of
“Beyond Barbed Wire” has been
scheduled by PBS in May during
Asian Pacific American Heritage
Month

The film by Terri DeBono and
Steve Rosen, profiles the bravery
and heroism of the Japanese
American soldiers of World War
II who chose to fight for a country
that had stripped them of their
civil rights.

Through emotion-filled inter-
views with JA veterans, the doc-
umentary tells the exploits of

- various JA military units — the

442nd, the 100th and the MIS.
Narrated by actor Noriyuki
“Pat” Morita, “Beyond Barbed

" ‘Wire” helps break the half-centu-

ry of silence that has existed
among these families and the
larger commumnity.

The Hollywood Rzporters tele-
vision review stated, “The contri-
butions of minorities — most
prominently Japanese Ameri-
cans — to the World War II victo-
ry are in stunning contrast to the
prejudice they experienced on the
home front. It is a gripping hour
that portrays many subjects talk-
ing with difficulty about their ex-
periences. In one interview, a

wife listened earnestly to. her
husband as he y recalled
the terrible fox-hole death of one
of his buddies; she“had never
heard the story after all these

years. *

The Library of Congress Asian
American Association has booked
screenings in their Mary Pickford
Theater in Washington, D.C., on
May 12 and May 17, and educa-
tional videos are available at
NAATA (National Asian Ameri-

can Telecommunications Associa-

tion).

PBS will broadcast the 56-
minute version of “Beyond
Barbed Wire.” Air dates and
times will vary in different mar-
kets throughout May. Check local
television -listings or call local
PBS stations for the May dates
and times.

The uncut 88-minute version
can -be ordered by calling

“ 831/646-9532. W

wammmammmry
Barbed Wire,” with producer Terri DeBono and directar Steve Rosen.

“Beyond

Aiko Herzig-Yoshinaga to Keynote Glla River Reunion

Aiko Herzig-Yoshinaga, the Ni-
sei woman whose made

significant corrections in World
War II evacuation history, will be

bution to the redress
The reunion events will be held
at Jackie Gaughan's Plaza Hotel
and Casino.

rcher for four

mm law cases challenging the
evacuation: William Hohni v. US.,
‘Washington, D.C; and in writ of er-

the keynote speaker at the 2000 Herzig-Yoshinaga was a Los  ror coram nobis cases, Fred Toyos-
Gila River Reunion June 2-3 in  Angeles high school senior when  aburo Korematsu v. U.S., San
Las Vegas. she was incarcerated in three re-  Frangsco; Gordon K Hirab h
Herzig- Yoshmagas important ati v. ' U.S., Seattle; and Minoru Yasui
discoveries of primary documents v US, s Ore.
in USS. government archives ac- * Shishino’ also announced that
counted for ‘major contributions two exhibits will be on display at
to the publication of “Personal the Gila River cs
Justice : Report of the found on. the sites of the Butte
Commission on Wartime Reloca: and Canal camps at Gila River,
tion and Internment of Civilians Ariz., will be di
(CWRIC) * in 1983. ‘There will also be an exhibit of
Her work helped to bring out the journal written by James N.
the racial bias underlaythe Y i, 'who rel from
ion and gave imp .Tracy, Calif,-to Gila River in
the gvvemments ar.kncrwled,g In ‘addition, HerngYodumgl 194243, 1 Salt Lake
ment of its error and-the eventu-  has been a consultant and/or re- City and He was 189
al granting of redress to all evac-- searcher for the a t of  years old when WWII broke out,
uees. ice, Civil Rights Division, Of-  and his journal gives- into
Hy Shishino; Gila River Re- ce of Red: Admi the thdughts, hopes | anxi-
union committee i an-  and for the Smithbonian Institu- eties of a2 young' man' going
nounced that Herzig-Yosh 's  tion’s National Mi of, hrough the camp exp
appearance at the reunion ban- ican History exhibit, “A More For information about the
quet on Saturday night willbean  Perfect Union: Japanese 2000 Gila Biver jon, contact
bF the Gila evacuees  cans and the United States Con-  Shishino at 16031
to acknowled, i in Washington, D.C. Lane, , CA
hmmhaforhamwunm She has served as evidentiary 562/926-8159. @
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Y THE time this column is
in prmt, it may be “old
news” about the Army’s
scramble for funds to modernize
its er and matériel. The

opening paragraphs but his
name is at the ninth paragraph

colonel, Hank Wakabayashi,
was;nbilant “The post of chief
of staff of the Umted States
Army is about as American as
you can get!”
Pomtolmxrpleeeherelsw

.\ Weigh the order his boss, De-

Yense Secretary William Cohen,
made last spring when the
Kosovo campaign sputtered. He
ordered: “Get hghter faster and

— about 10 inches down the~ more¢ mobile. Make it happen

page. .
In the Nikkei press, his name
would run in the opening para-
ph and as succinctly as pos
sible. Maybe it will when tlns
critical defense problem is on its
way to resolution — hopefully,
before the end of June so as not
to interfere with the invitation
to address the Nikkei Veterans
Tribute June 30 at the national
JACL convention at Monterey,
Calif. ItT beauan “all-star”
« evening, literally speaking,
starting with four, actually eight
on General Shinseki's uniform.
Because Japanese American
families, at least we of the Nisei
generation, are ever curious
about fellow Nikkei appoint-
ments and contributions to soci-
ety, Gen. Shinseki’s confirma
tion as the first Asian American
as a four-star general, in August
1997, was great news. As Army
chief of staff in July 1999, that
truly ranked him among the
leader of leaders. A retired Army

quickly.” The helicopters could-
n't get off the ground nor were
the heavy tanks ready to com-
bat. Three months were to pass
before the ‘copters touched Ser-

Wl'u.le the FY 200}budget has
risen to about $300 billion for
nationad security, it is paying for
high-priced Cold War weapons,
acwrdmg to the Journal. The
impasse has invigorated the
question: which old programs to
cut t3'modernize.

Gen. Shinseki, last October,
declared: “Instead of taking
three months to get to the fight,
the new, lighter Army would be
able to move a brigade into place
in 96 hours aiid a division in just
five days.” His s drew
praise from Secretary Cohen
and Congress. The details were
still vague, however, when the
plan was delivered in mid-De-
cember, the Journal article
added.

One Pentagon official noted

there was still a problem. Differ-
ent branches inside the Army —
armor, artillery and aviation —
couldn't agree on where to cut.
The Kauai Sansei asked Secre-
tary of the Army Louis Caldera
and Secretary Cohen about
their choices. They were for cut-
ting the “Wolverine,” a mobile
assault bridge dwgned to carry
the 70-ton Abrams tank’ across
rivers, and the “Grizzly,” a
heavy piece to tear through
mine fields. Though proven per-
formers in the past, defense offi-
cals involved in-the “negotia-
tions to cut” had to also approve,
the article noted.

In - desperation, Secretary of
Army Caldera turned to Con-

for more funds. Gen. Shin-
seki asked Congress to put mon-
ey back into the budget for the
Grizzly and Wolverine pro-
grams he just cut.

Oh. the headaches that Koso-
vo has spawned. It also shows
what this man, Gen. Shinseki, is
made of. No “Japanese Ameri-
can of the Biennium” has ever
had to tangle with such num-
bers.

My Reading of Peru’s Prima-
ry

President Fujimori knows
what it takes to campaign. He's
been there before. In the 1990
April primaries, the heavily fa-
vored novelist Mario Vargas

Troubled in Paradise

ne of the big news stories
here in Hawai'i is the film-
ing of a new movie- titled
“Pear]l Harbor.” This new Jerry
Bruckheimer/Disney production
is reputed to have a $145 million
budget, making it potentially the
most expensive movie ever. It is
to be a love story set
against the backdrop of a certain
famous historical event, not- un-
like the hugely successful “Titan-
ic.” The male leads are played by
Ben Affleck and Josh Hartnett,
the female lead by Kate Beckin-.
saler

There has naturally been some
concern in the Japanese Ameri-
can community about how JAs
will be portrayed in the movie. In
response to such concern, the stu-
dio has allowed some members of
the community — including a rep-
resentative of the JACL — to see
versions of the script. While I
haven't seen the script myself, 'm
told that it isn't too bad consider-
ing what it could have been.

However, while the absence of .

JA spies and saboteurs can be
considered the good news, the bad
news is that Japanese Americans
seem to be almost entirely absent.
This is hardly a new. thing when it
comes to Hawaif of course. How
many Japanese Americans were
on “Hawaii Five-O” or “M;

Invisible Again

tary personnel who were killed in
the attack is the story of the civil-
ians who were killed. Seventy-two
ordinary people in Hawai were ,
also killed on Dec. 7, 1941. Thirty-
two of them were JA (or at least
have Japanese surnames). All
were killed by shrapnel from
American anti-aireraft fire.

There was a group of young Ni-
sei men from_the Big Island who
died when shmpnel fell on a store
on the corner of Kukui and Nu-
uanu where they were eating
saimin and playing pinball. With
the threat of war on the horizon,
many relatively lucrative defense

- related jobs had opened up on

Oahu and these 'young men no
doubt left home to seek their for-
tunes in the big city. One of them,
had arrived in Honolulu just four
days earlier.

A young presumably Nisei
woman and mother of three
young children was killed when
anti-aircraft shell fragments fell
through the wall of her apartment
on McCully Street. (This address
is just a few blocks from where-
I'm writing this.) While packing
in anticipation of an evacuation of
zme sort, the shell tore through

e apartment and exploded, one

fragment breaking her leg. Mirac-
ulously, neither her husband, nor
her three child all of whom

PL"? But that doesn’t make it a

population of Hawai'i was JA
at the time of the Pearl Harbor at-
tack. .

There are many ways a
JAnngblmdnhavebemwod;ed
ifito & movie on the Pearl Harbor
- attack. I can think of at least two

were at home at the time, were in-
jured. She was rushad to the hos-
pital by her husband and neigh-
bors, but died from loss of blood en
route. In the meantime, their

like this, each filled with varying

degrees of irony.

"The other story is one of brav-
ery and It is “also little

Enawn.Mnn wauepartof

the Hawaii Territorial Guard

By Brian Niiya

the months before the attack. In
the chaotic hours and days after
the attack, these Nisei were is-

sued World War I era rifles and
sent on patrol to various outposts
in the Honolulu area to guard
against enemy attack. Despite be-
ing severely underequipped, they
gamely took their stations not
knowing if they would come face-
to-face with invading memy sa]

diers. There is-something inhx

ently cinematic about this swi;y of
JA soldiers in the immediate af-
termath of the attack.

Despite their bravery and ex-
emplary service in the five weeks
after the attack, all the Nisei
members of the Guard were un-
ceremoniously booted out on Jan.
19, 1942, as anti-Japanese senti-
ment rose. These men who had
come forward when they were
needed most now could not be
trusted.

Eventually, these ‘men over-
came their disappointment to

Army’s Chief of Staff General ‘Ric’ Shinseki
- is in the News; so was Presideni Fujimori

By Harry Honda

Liosa had secured 27.6 percent, & decade. He stabilized Peru

and the unknown college rector ~ with progress .

F\mmun" '24_6 tinaﬁeld narco-trafficking and runaway
RN fl He settled a

laher it was a decisive victory —
Fujimori, 56.5 percent; Vargas
Llosa, 34 percent. We also re-
member the Peruvian Nisei ma-
Jjority wasn't too excited about a
little-known Nisei aspiring to be
premdent of his country. They
were, in fact, being lobbied by
Vargas Llosa’s party to help
demonstrate diversity as a de-
sirable representation. -

In 1995, despite frequent crit-
icism of bemg authoritarian, Fu-
jimori was re-elected by a 64
percent majority in the pri-
maries over the well-known
Javier Pérez de Cuéllar, the Pe-
ruvian diplomat who sat for a
decade as United Nations secre-

ogy and Jobs,” continued to
work.

Last month, in his bid for a
second term under the Constitu-
tion of 1992, Fujimori fell a trite -
short of his goal for an outright
primary victory, 49.84 primary,
to runner-up Alejandro Toledo’s
40.31 primary in a four- -way
race.
~Fujimori engineered what no
%dmcy in Latin Amer-

been able to tame inside

Ecuador over their dmpu
Amazon jungle border — hardly
news in the United States but a
tremendous event in Peru (It
was visible to us Americanos
heading home from the 1995
PANA convention in Lima where
the crowd at the airport cheered
and danced on hearing the news
over the loud that the
war was over. And after the 1991
PANA convention in Paraguay,
many were wary of a stopover in
Lima because of the cholera
breakout in Peru wuntil our
PANA colleagues from Peru as-
sured us that hedlth measures,
initiated by Secretary of Health
Dr. Victor Yamamoto, were
working and not to fear.)

This Andean republic is
blessed with abundant natural
resources. To extract them
through “jobs,” the third compo-
nent of his original campaign
slogan, can truly show he is a
man of his words. i

Note—Peru will hold a presi-

dential runoff May 28 between
incumbent Alberto Fujimori and
ex-World Bank economist Alejan-
dro Toledo.
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626-281-5512

and many become prominent fig-
ures in postwar Hawaifi. It is a
fascinating story which is the sub-
ject of & forthcoming book by
Franklin Odo of the Smitt
Institute.

There are undoubtedly many
other interesting-stories
the 160 something t.hgusand JAs
in Hawai at the time of the at-
tack. It is unfortunate — but
Kardly surprising — that none of
them are apparently going to find
their way into this blockbuster
film. But that's been the history
when Hollywood comes - to
Hawaii B
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RESOLUTION
' (Continued from page 1)

. the spiritual leaders, without any
progding from anybody, passed

t.h:.s resolubcu ®

3

further
ed t.be group for addressing the
failure of the Christian leadership
in remaining silent while Bud-
dhist leaders and Issei were
‘Founded up by the FBI and incar-
cerated at Department of Justice

camps.

The interfaith resolution of rec-
onciliation was the brainchild of
Rev. Lloyd K.'Wake, 78, a retired
clergy from Northern California.

“The/dissidents took a very
principled stand in resisting but

\‘uaey have not been fully affirmed
‘and, recognized,” said Wake. “We
felt it was important to take ac-
tion rather than talk in a general
way-~This resolution was a con-
crete way to take action.”

Wake, & former Poston III in-
ternee, admitted that he was a
“naive teenager” during the war
years who paid little attention to
political issues. It was not until he
left camp and entered the Christ-
ian mxmsh'y in 1948 that his so-
dal consciousness was raised, he
said.

While he had glways heard of

the resisters, he was not fully
aware of theu- experiences until
he attended a Tule Lake pilgrim-
age in 1998. There he met a Tule
Lake resister, in addition to no
nos and renunciants.

He ited Frank Iritani, 79
of to, for planti
seed to draw up an interfail
olution.

Iritani, a longtime JACLer,
MIS veteran and a member of the
Centennial Methodist Church,
had been in contact with Wake
during last year's failed attempt
by the national JACL to pass a
resolution apologizing to the re-
sisters.

He noted that this divisive is-

sue has been brought up at every

+ JACL national convention since
the 1988 Seattle convention and
that he personally knew a hand-
ful of people who vehemently op-
posed any. offer of an apology to

e resisters.

Inaneﬂ'urtmbnngaboutrec-
onciliation, Iritani said, “To my
mind, we needed to raise it to a
spiritual level, a theological level,
and bring more understanding,
compassion and forgiveness to
bring about peace. ...We needed
to get different religions involved
to try to reason it out and bring
this to a higher level of thinking.”

Marvin Uratsu, 75, an MIS vet-

the resisters on Jan. 28, 1999.
"Ihhmkﬁmlsawmdaﬁllswp

krﬂ:emtm‘ﬁmhgrmpmmake, ’

said Uratsu. “They're
preaching from the pulpit, saying
do this or do that. They're doing
sumethingnbmxtit\vziththismy—

lution. And I think they're taking

Obituaries -

JACLWllldot.hesamemJune,

resolution reconciling the two
groups,” said Uratsu. “It’s about
time.”

* Wake said they plan to send the
resolution to the national JACL
convention where he hopes JACL
will “extend an apology to the re-
sisters.” B

The following is the resolu-
tion from the interreligious-
event titled “Faith Intersec-
tions” which was passed at the
recent Nikkei ﬂ)o gathering.

“Today, we reflect on the last-
ing impact of World War II on
the Japanese American people
and community. We continue to
suffer one of the painful conse-
quences of Executive Order
9066, namely the pitting of one
group of Japanese Americans
against another. We continue to
suffer- the unhealed wound
caused by the ostracism of
those who were ‘resisters of con-
science’ by some in thie, Japan-
ese American community, in-
cluding veterans who served in
the armed forces in World War
II. For over one-half century
this wound remains unhealed.

- “The convictions and-beliefr
which led some to be ‘resisters’
are well documented — there is
no need to repeat them. We af-
firm and commend the at-
tempts of the Japanese Ameri-
can Citizens League, veterans
groups such as the Military In-
telligence Service Association of
Northern California, Hawaii
Japanese American Veterans
groups, Japanese American
Veterans Association in Wash-
ington, D.C., other groups and
individuals to bring about
‘greater understanding of, and
dialogue with the resisters.

“As we, the interfaith com-
munity, reflett: on this wound,
we conscientiously ask our-
selves, whn among us have
been and “have
not had the affirmation to dalm
full participation in the commu-
nity. It is our belief that they
are the ‘resisters of conscience.’
This is confirmed by the molu
tion adopted by the N:

or bitterness caused by its fail-
ure to recognize this group (ie.,
draft resisters) of patriotic
Americans and further re-
solves to educate our own com-
munity and the public that loy-
alty is not necessarily demon-
strated in any singular form
but can be manifested in other
praiseworthy and admirable
acts, and that by this recogni-
tion the JACL strives to pro-
mote and nurture the healing
process of an issue that ms di-
vided our community...

“We, the interfaith communi-
ty, further acknowledge that
we are not beyond blame for
perpetuating the wound. We,
too, are in need of forgiveness.
Therefore, in the spirit of our
respective faith traditions by
which we are challenged to be
compassionate, forgiving, hum-
ble, peane-lowng and just, we

“1. ask fi forgiveness if in any
way, by action or inaction, we
have perpetuated the pain and
anguish of the resisters of con-
science and members of their
fam:.hm

“9. affirm the efforts of the
JACL and other concerned
groups and persons who have
Laken steps to bring about

"3 urge the National Con-
vention of 2000 to promote and
nurture the healing process by
offering an apology for not ac-
knowledging the ‘resisters’
stand as one valid form of
protesting the denial of consti-
tutional rights and for the pain
and bitterness this helped to
cause;

“4. commit ourselves to con-
tinue to work through our re-

spective faith ministries tp
bring healing and wholeness to
our and to

JACL Convention of 1990
which states: ‘Be it ... resolved
that the JACL regmm any pain

in the continuing efforts to pro-
tect the civil and constitutional
rights of all.”

umm-hmw-m

law Rita l‘\mxkawa (Mich.).
Gunther, Ryan Lewis
Kazqo. 11, Rowland Heights,
March 30; _survived

. Janet.Gunther (Va.).

Haytlb.i, Masao, 74, Moun-
tain View, March 31; Kukuiula,
Kauai, Hawaii-born; sumvedby
wife Myma Mieko; daud:tena
Cyncia Saku and h

. Miyamoto,
9 service; survived

Charles; son Wallace; 4 gc.; broth-
erSh)gumn lﬁ;y
Kiyonn.rn. Mae, 68, Ann
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Sumi Kato, April

by
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husband William, Louise Jio and
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ceaged by husbahd Joe Takashi.
Nishitsuji, Tomiko, 77, Cul-
ver City, March 30; Nebraska-
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Nikkei 2000 Held in San Francisco

(Continued from page 1)

"these young ‘people have the

rotenﬁa] to be tremendous
eaders.”

Osaki used the example of
the success and popularity of
JA basketball leagues in the
community as a catalyst. for

y can't we put the same
efforts forth to raise JA lead-
ers?” he asked. “Is athletics the
extent of our community’s uni-

7

With those dosmg remarks,
conference attendees were
whisked off to various rooms of

ese break-out sessions
.consisted of small groups of

people from completely differ-
ent ends of the spectrum,
whether in age, gender or gen-
eration. Session one was titled,
“Multiple Lenses: Acknowledg-
ing Individual & Collective
Views of Our Community.”

LABOR RELATIONS
EPRESENTATIVE:
CSU DIVISION

The Caldomla State Employees

the Chancelior’s Office, of the CSU
The person will be responsile for
providing representation to carnpus
employees; membership recruit-
ment, ‘and in- providing staff and
member training as needed
Excellent pay and benefits. If you
have a strong labor background,
please send your resume to: CSEA
Personnel Director, 1108 “O" Street,
Sacramento, Ca. 95814, EOE
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Ips. Service, Inc.
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/ (323) 7277755
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373 Vant Ness Ave_; Torrance 90501

Suite 200 (310) 781-2066
’ Lick 0207118

Frank M. iwasaki Insurance
121 N. Woodbum Drive, Los Angeles 90043
(323) 879-2184

mem{)em were ﬁrst
askedp to identify

said. “Tb say that community is
still relevant is important to
me.”

“It is that sense of connecting
" she contin-

mgful to me, it reflects my val-
ues.”
The second break-out session
was titled, “Diversity and In-
clusion: Emhrau.ug a Chang-

generationdl terms are neces-

sdry in today’s community.
One of the more prevalent

g:\esuons was: “What keeps
e community together to-

sessmg cultural values,
having the same heritage an
feeling"a sense of

Chris Aihara is the commu-
nity relations manager at the
Japanése Americart Commu-
nity and Cultural Center in
Los Angeles. She was also a fa-
cilitator of one of the break-out
groups in the imperial ball-

SAN GABRIEL VILLAGE
235 W. Fairview Ave

San Gabriel, CA 91776
(213) 283-5685
(818) 289-5674

ing C

Group members talked
about the Nikkei society and
its exclusiveness versus inclu-
siveness. Ideas were brought
on the table as to how to imple-
ment change to make the com-
munity more inclusive.

One of the concerns of the
group was to create connec-
tions between the old and
young in the community.

A solution was to-have an in-
tergenerational mentorship
program, wherein Issei and Ni-

ALOHA PLUMBING

Lic. #440840
—SINCE 1922—
777 Junipero Serra Dr.
San Gabriel, CA 91776
(213) 283-0018

NEED ESTATE PLANNING?

(free consultation for JACL members)|

RALPH T. KOKKA, ESQ.
The Schinner Law Group
40 First Street, 4th Floor
San Francisco, CA 94105

(415) 369-9059
kokka @ schinner.com

WILLS, TRUSTS,

CHARITABLE GIFTS

encouraging
youth leadership is ‘a vital part
of unifying our community.
After a day of hearty discus-
sion, conference-goers were
treated to a banquet featuring
Sen. Daniel Inouye, along with
the sounds of live music from
contemporary alternative musi-
cians Visiting Violette and pan-
Asian

Steven Yoda is a student from
Stanford University, and one of
the many youths whao attended
the conference. He believes that
one of the most valuable activi-
ties of the weekend were the
youth/student dmlogues The
most pressing issue that they
talked about was the re-exami-
nation of JA history.

“History is the thread that
unifies the communrity as a

100th / 442nd
and M|S

A 'hean—wrenchmg documentary..¥
ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY

96 airings in MAY!
DATES will vary in different cities.
CHECK YOUR LOCAL PBS LISTINGS
or GALL the PBS station in your drea

whole,” Yoda explained. “The
youth want to write history in
words that they understand.”

Yoda was excited about the
passion of the youths, some-
thing that a lot of older JAs feel
is lacking. From the turnout at
the ‘conference, opinions of the
younger gea;erahon may be

e near future.

On Saturday, the break-out
groups established a blue;
for what they'd been mm
about in the previous day’s dis-
cussions. This included map-
ping out exactly which steps
would be needed to realistically
meet these goals.

At the conference’s end, it
seemed apparent that with a lot
of hard work and dedication,
these plans can and will be
achieved.

“If you can captire the hearts
and minds of the young people,
then '.hings can start to
change,” Yoda said. “The confer-
ence reached its goals and
raised consciousness about the
problems in the Japnese Amer-
ican cnmmumtv |
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