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Historic Apology Marks First Step in Reconciliation Between JACL and Resisters

By MARTHA NAKAGAWA
Assistant Editor

SAN FRANCISCO.—An apol-
ogy was made and a challenge

posed. 1
After more than a decade of bit-
ter internal debate, the JACL held a
public ceremony on May 11 to
apologize to the Nisei resisters of
conscience, a group of men who
refused to serve in the U.S. military
during World War II until the civil
rights of Japanese Americans ‘were
restored and their families released
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from U.S. concentration
Because this stand defied JACLs
wartime policy of proving loyalty
through military service, JACL's
wartime leaders actively opposed
the resisters and often vilified them
in the pages of the Pacific Citizen.

The May 11 event, which was
held at the Japanese Cultural &
Community Center of Northern
California, attracted an estimated
350 people.

“Today's ceremony is a clear
recognition that JACL neglected to
support the resisters of conscience

in their protest against injustice,”
said National JACL President
Floyd Mori, who at one point
became emotional. “In passing this
resolution at our last convention,
JACIL, offers a sincere apology for
the painful experiences and memo-
ries caused by this neglect. I know
that words cannot sufficiently
restore that which was lost nor
erase the suffering that has
occurred. But it is my hope that we
can all share in a sense of pride and
honor for having been here today.
May all of us remember these
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events as a lesson that will improve
our understanding and increase our
resolve to forgive and move to the
next stage in our lives.”

Mori, who lost an older brother
during WWII, experienced first-
hand the sorrows of war, but he also
took issue with those who continue
to accuse the resisters as being
“cowards, troublemakers and
hooligans” who evaded the draft.

“We recognize those who were
guidéd by the moral dictates of
their conscience to protest injus-
tice,” he said. “We do not condone
any of the physical and mental
harassment that was perpetrated by
some who called themselves
resisters nor does today’s ceremony
apply to them.”

At the same time, Mori did not
forget the contributions of the Nisei
soldiers. “For those who served in
the Armed Forces, we are proud of
the legacy that they left us. We
honor them today as we have in
many local and national events in
the past. Their service and valor is
in large measure responsible for the
positive image that we in the
Japanese American community are
blessed with today.™

Drawing parallels to the terrorist

" “acts of ‘today, Mori exhorted

Japanese America to mend the rifts
from more than six decades ago,
saying that the consequences of not
reconciling were too great.

*“May we as individuals and as an
organization strive to develop
understanding and its accompany-
ing virtue of compassion. The ter-
rorists of today cannot find it with-

in themselves to express compas-
sion in any form. The legacy of
wrongs in the past have festered
into the horrible blisters of terror-
ism tharwe witness today. May we
learn from their folly in reasoning
Let us leave any wrongs that have
occurred in the past where they
belong and from where we can
learn. Then let us bring in the future
looking through a more selfless set
of eyes that seek for understanding
and a heart that has the capacity for
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Sole Resister From
Jerome Attends Historic
JACL Ceremony

By MARTHA NAKAGAWA
Assistant Editor

For Nisei resister Joe
Yamakido, 80, the May 11/
JACL resisters ceremony was
the first JACL function he'd
ever attended.

Yamakido is believed to be
the sole resister to come out of
the Jerome War Relocation
Authority camp, which bad
been in operation for only 634
days, the shortest among the 10
But even before the draft
issue came up, the FBI had
Yan'akldo pegged as a trouble-

Just 11 days, after the
Japanese bombed Pearl Harbor,
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JACL Jr. Olympics to
Celebrate Golden Anniversary

By TRACY UBA
‘Writer/Reporter

As a high school track athlete in
1977, Brian Motooka once com-
peted against the best in the world.

He took a bronze in the 330-
yard low hurdles at the Califomia
Central Coast Section champi-
onships against Andre Phillips,
who would go on to become an
Olympic medallist.

Only five years earlier did
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Motooka, at the age of 12, com-
pete in his first race at the 1972
JACL Junior Olympics, where he
won an “Athlete of the Division”
award.

“It was as exciting as it can get,”
recalled Motooka, set a divi-
sion record in the long jump — 20’
5" — two years/later at the 1974

games. .
“] rerhember how passionate 1

was and still am about track —

working out, the meets, glory and
disappointments. Anything less
than first place drove me harder to
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* of the derogatory term “Jap
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eBay Still Using ‘Jap’ on Auction Site

By CAROLINE AOYAGI
Executive Editor

Almost a year after various
Asian American groups, including
JACL, first protested eBay's use
" as the
abbreviation for' all things
Japanese and Japanese American
on their auction site, little has
changed.

Log on to the popular site today
and you can bid on “Jap
Pokemon,” “Jap anime DVD,”
“Jap Flower Gardens,” and *“John
Lennon/Yoko Ono — Milk &
Honey — Jap"'l'hemsalsoahost

of World War II Jap: and JA

d users_want to “auction

memorabilia such as: “Pearl
Harbor/Slap the Dirty Jap 78
pm,” “WWII Jap Speual Naval
Landing Forces Cap,” and
*“Newspaper WWII Jap Planes at
Midway 1942.”

< When Pacific Citizen broke the
story last June, over 2,600 items
using “Jap” in their titles or
descriptions were listed on the
international site. As of this week
there were more than 8,200 list-
ings containing the derogatory
word:

“What eBay is domg is dancing
around the First Amendment, but
frankly, 1 think it has more to do
with their arrogance and racist atti-
tudes than with their belief in any
sacred principle of the
Constitution,” said John Tateishi,
JACL executive director, who has
personally spoken with eBay rep-
resentatives to no avail. “It comes
down to their unwillingness to do
something they're fully capable of
doing — banning the use-of(@

isn’t racist, then I don’t know what
is.” o]

eBay is the world’s largest
online auction site, with more than
46 million registered users selling
and buying millions of items from
comic books and clothing to elec-
tronic equipment and cars. When

off their items they simply fill out
a form listing the item, its descrip-
tion, and include any photos. Once
this happens, the bidding begins.
eBay policy forbids the use of

“language that is racist, haleful
sexual, or obscene in nature .
eBay relies on its customer service
agents to filter out any listed items
considered to be derogatory. Any
complaints from users are for-
warded to the Investigations unit
and a response is forwarded usual-
ly between 12-36 hours.

*“] know many consider the term
[Jap)] derogatory but we need to
balance the interests of those who
find it derogatory with those who
havea Icgiu'mau right to sell items
on the site,” said Kevin Pursglove,
eBay senior director of communi-
cations. He added, “We will con-
_tinue our education process.

According to Pursglove, since
PC. contacted eBay last year, the

y has worked to inform its
users that Jpn is the preferred
abbreviation for the words Japan
and Japanese. Although eBay’s
customer service agents do their
best to filter out blatantly racist
references to individuals and
countries, when Jap is used as an
abbreviation for the words
Japanese and Japan with no intent
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