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Buddhists Decry Use of
Bodhisattva Images on Swimwear By CAROLINE AOYAGI

stores, both companies removed the
Buddha swimsuits from their Web
sites and catalogues. Although
OndadeMar and Victoria's Secret
The current popularity of everything Asian can be seen throughout
have agreed to no longer sell the
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- and- internationally plan
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said Rev. Kodo Umezu of the
Buddhist Churches of America. "It's
too commerciaIized."
OndadeMar, a swimwear company based in South America, is the
manufacturer of both the bikini and
tankini that features Bodhisattva
i,mages placed in prominent positions on both the tops and bottoms

Yo-Yo Master Has World on a String

What's in a Name?

An Invitation
to Paradise

What Inspires Me?

What motivates you? We each
fInd inspiration in different areas. I
am con!inually
inspired by the
good works of
other people. If
I successfully
emulate one
characteristic
from each of
the people I
admire, I bring myself closer to my
personal life goals. I have found

Paradise. - The
Hawaii chapter has been
very
busy
planning for an excellent National
JACL Convention in August. We
hope many of you are planning to
attend the convention as boosters as
well as delegates and alternates.
Many of our active JACLers who
were our early JACL leaders are
now aging, but they continue to
serve JACL in various capacities.
The national convention is a place

See SPRING CAMPAIGN! page 2

See MORI MEMOI page 8
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SPRING
CAMPAIGN
(Continued from page 1)

something to aspire to in every
issue of the Pacific Citizen. The
P. e. is our outlet to highlight the
people of the JACL community.
When I was in high school, my
favorite show was the local
evening news. I looked fOIWard to
the sports and weather reports, but
I also looked fOIWard to the local
news stories. I felt that there were
people making a significant impact
in my community and I enjoyed
hearing the stories of their accomplishments. It seemed tllere were
so many organizations and leaders
tllat formed tlle foundation of my
community.
I still watch tlle local evening
news but tllose channing stories
are no longer televised. Maybe it is
because I now realize tlle heavy
importance of each of the headline
stories. But it is more likely tlle
local stories are pushed to tlle very
comers of tlle newscast so tllat
mainstream pieces' aimed at
increasing ratings and national
shock value fill our newscasts. Are
these stories truly an accurate cross
section of tlle people in America?
These days, I'm looking for new
inspirational people.
I have been fortunate to find
great inspiration in tlle people
around me. My community directly influences my goals and aspirations. And witll JACL, my COl11Jl1Unity is now a national one. Stories
and accomplishments are brought
to me two times a month in the P. e.
Caroline, Brian, and the rest of the
hardworking P. e. staff create a
national publication that exceeds
tlle journalistic merits of any otller
recurring publication available
about our community.
The quality news in tlle P. e. is
-~

tlle vein of communication for
JACL. I look fOIWard to the stories,
editorials, and commentaries
because tlley are overlooked by
other national media outlets. I look
fOIWard to the stories tllat highlight
tlle qutstanding members in our
community and tlleir accomplishments. The work tllat is being done
by JACL members might not be
pleasant, but tlle service to civil
rights and to our community is
unparalleled. Witllout the P.e.,
tllere would be no outlet for these
deeds to be acknowledged.
As a member of lACL, I am fortunate to be surrounded by hardworking staff and volunteers. I
often question if I am doing
enough to show my appreciation
for tlle dedication tllat I see in otllers. The staff of JACL inspires me.
They work tirelessly to keep our
organization running; they work
for the betterment of life for all
people.
Our national budget continually
faces difficulties. The P. e. Spring
Campaign is a way tllat you can
positively affect tlle budget of tlle
P. e. This in turn will show support
for the staff oftlle P.e. Your contribution will directly support the
operating budget for a publication
that highlights tlle people within
our community.
Asian Americans seldom have a
place in the news. It is quite infrequent that we hear about the good
works that are done in our community. I hope that tlle articles tllat you
have read in tlle P. e. have inspired
you to write a letter, or attend an
event, or donate your time, or even
run for office.
I am asking that you help support this vital program of lACL.
Please give to tlle Spring
Campaign to help the P. e. staff
continue to provide an outlet for
our ideas and accomplishments . •
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Honoring
the 442nd
The following letter was sent to
Texas commissioners in both
Jefferson and Orange Counties
I understand there is a misunderstanding of the word "lap Road" in
Fannet and "lap Lane" in Vidor.
Please consider tllis suggestion to
change the names to the "442nd
Road" and "442nd Lane."
You rightfully ask, why? For the
211 men of the 36th Texas Division,
rescued in the Vosges Mountains,
Oct. 30, 1944. I was Commander of
that 1st Battalion, 141st Regiment,
36th Texas Division.
We were cut off for seven days,
little food, water, ammunition or
supplies. We had rain, snow and
mounting casualties. Unless you
were there, no way will you understand the horrors of war. What they
suffered is too horrible to describe.
WAR IS HELL.
If it were not for the 442nd we
would have been killed, wounded or
captured. I think we owe them. Our
other Battalions could not get us out.
The 442nd suffered several hundred
casualties, far more than they rescued. Even one killed is too many.
Please consider what these men
accomplished. They were sons of
parents who lost their farms, homes
and businesses. Their constitutional
rights were taken away; they were
persecuted more than any group I
have seen in my lifetime. The 442nd
Regiment was the most decorated
unit in the U.S. Army for its size and
length of service. Please think about
the change.
Incidentally, the Congress and
Webster's dictionary say the term
"lap" is offensive and derogatory.

~

SPRING CAMPAIGN

Your donation will go towards the continuous
operation of the Pacific Citizen.

o $50
ADDRESS: '-~.,

0 $100 0 $200 0 Other

STATE: _ _ lIP: _ _ _ __

CHAPTER: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

MAIL TO: Pacific Citizen, 7 Cupania Circle, Monterey Park, CA 91755

WHILE SUPPLIES LAST!

For donations of $100-$199, you will receive a copy
of Pete Hironaka's poster "Nisei" or "Forgotten Valo!"
starring Lane Nishikawa. Please specify preference.
For donations of $200 or more, you will receive an
autographed and numbered poster.
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Re:Effortsto
Rename 'Jap Road'
and'Jap Lane'
I just read about the efforts to
rename "Jap Road" and "Jap
Lane" in the April 2-15 issue of
the Pacific Citizen. I thoughl by
now some of lhose Texans from
the "Lost Battalion" of the ·36th
Division, or their family members, relatives, or friends, would
have come out and given support.

The key
to choosing a bank.

Change of Address
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National JACL

213-972-5500
Gardena

310-354-4700
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Torrance
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San Francisco, CA
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To avoid interruptions in receiving
your p.c, please no1ify your pastmaster to include periodicals in
your change of address (USPS
Form 3575)

Little Tokyo

South Gardena

When it comes to choosing 0 bank, there
are three key elements: trust based upon
experience and expertise, exceptionol
service, and an exlensive range of products.

please send information

changes.

For Japanese speaking
staff, please visit the
following branch offices:

310-391-0678

If you have moved,

Allow 6 weeks for address

~

via e-mail

o
Thank you for your coverage
updating JACL on the unbelievably
difficult process' to rename "lap
Road" and "Jap Lane" in Texas. I
commend Sandra Tanamachi,
Thomas Kuwahara, and Sharon
Seymour for their persistence and
dedication, and commitment of personal funds. They can use your help.
I hope all JACLers will send ontributions to Thomas to continue their
efforts {I will be glad to furnish contact information), as well as letters
of support as recommended recently by George Hirasaki, Houston
JACL president, in his email to all
the chapters. Every letter counts.
An Ode for an Odious Name
JAP Road? JAP Lane?
An honor?
Get real.
A slap in the face.
An epithet
Hurled from the '4Os and World
Warn.
A kick in the pants.
Face hot, eyes down.
Get with it.
Honor overdue.
Do the right thing:
Hit delete.

1Ittdt
~flt,

Organizer of successful campaign to rename Chinks Peak lo
Chinese Peak
Pocatello, ill

o

Lifeline
To be honest, I was not going to
renew your paper because it's so
expensive (a senior on fixed
income). However, after having
read Maya Yama7-2ki's column, she
changed my mind. As she staled, it's
a "lifeline" to the Asian community
to keep us in touch with what our
people, young and old, are doing.
Thank God for the Pacific Citizen
and its excellent journalists.

~7
. Salt Lake City, UT

I AD RATES 800/966-6157 1

JACL MEMBERS

94115

fkht, '?

Commander of
the "Lost Battalion"
Anna Maria, FL

,4---,,---

CITY: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

I hope tllere has been help from
tllose Texans but if not, in my
humble opinion, you should solicit their support. Remind them that
200 Japanese American soldiers
were killed and 600 wounded in
the fight to free 211 Texans!
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Our years of experience extend to the
early days of Bank of Tokyo-Mitsubishi,
over 0 hundred years ago.
At Union Bank of California, we prOVide a
wide variely of financial products with our
most heartfelt service to satisfy our customers'
needs. And we will continue to make every
effort in providing our customers with all
three of these elements.

Union Bank of Colifornio .
The key to all your banking needs .
--J
. oL-__________________________________________________________
~
::>

213-236-7700
Cerritos Center

562-924-8817
Panorama City

818-893-6306
Irvine

949-250-0580
Visit us at
uboc.com

PACIFIC CITIZEN
7 Cupania Circle
Monterey Park, CA 91755
fax: 3231725-0064
e-mail: paccit@aol.com
*< Except for the National Director's
Report, news and the views
expressed by columnists do not necessarily reflect JACL policy. The
columns are the personal opinion of
the writers.
"Voices" reflect the active, public
discussion within JACL of a wide
range of ideas and issues, though
they may not reflect the viewpoint of
the editorial board of the Pacific
Citizen.
"Short expressions" on public
issues, usually one or two paragraphs, should include signature,
address and daytime phone number.
Because of space limitations, letters
are subject to abridgement Although
we are unable to print all the letters we
receive, we appreciate the interest
and views of those who take the time
to send us their comments.

*
*
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National AAPI Leaders Denounce President's Changes to Historic Executive Order
National leaders in the Asian
American and Pacific Islander
(A API) community criticized
President Bush's changes and
restrictions to the White Hous,e
Initiative on Asian Americans and
Pacific Islanders, an initiative originally established under Executive
Order 13125 in 1999 under
President Clinton.
The "Increasing Economic
Opportunity
and
Business
Participation of Asian Americans
and Pacific Islanders" Executive
Order comes one year late and
renews the President's Advisory
Commission on Asian Americans
and Pacific Islanders.
The original Executive Order
issued by Clinton had a broad mandate to "improve the quality of life
of Asian Americans and Pacific
Islanders through increased participation in Federal programs where
they may be underserved (e.g.,
health, human services, education,
housing, labor, transportation, and
economic and community development)."
The new Executive Order
announced May 13 moves the
Initiative from the Department of
Health and Human Services to the
Department of Commerce and narrows the mission of the Initiative
and the Commission from broadly

President George W.
Bush signs an executive
order creating the new
advisory commission on
Asian
Americans.
Pictured, with
the
President are (left)
Susan Ralston, executive assistant to the senior
advisor;
Eddy
Badriria, director, White
House Initiative on Asian
Americans and Pacific
Isl.anders; and Chiling
Tong, associate director,
Office of Legislative,
Education and Intergovernmental Affairs,
Minority
Business
Development Agency.
helping underserved AAPI communities to solely focusing on the
development of AAPI small businesses.
The new order instructs the
Commission to "improve the economic and community development
of Asian American and Pacific
Islander businesses through ensuring equal opportunity to participate
in Federal programs, and publicsector, private-sector partnerships,
and through the collection of data
related to Asian American and
Pacific Islander businesses" and
"increase the business diversifica-

tion of Asian Americans and Pacific
Islanders, including ways to foster
research and data on Asian
American and Pacific Islander businesses including their level of participation in the national economy
and their economic and community
development."
"The quality of life of the AAPI
community cannot be adequately
improved by limiting the improvements of one facet of AAPI policy
priorities," said Christine Chen,
executive
director
of
the
Organization of Chinese Americans.
"Limiting the purpose of the

Executive Order ends any advances
in education policy, for example."
''The Initiative has been seriously
under-funded over the past few
years;" said Karen K. Narasaki,
president and executive director of
the National Asian Pacific
American Legal Consortium. ''The
changes make it likely that even
fewer resources will be made available.
"Narrowing the focus of the
Initiative signals a lack of commitment to support important efforts to
ensure the federal government is
adequately addressing the, needs of

the most vulnerable and underserved in the AAPI community."
The National Council of Asian
Pacific Americans (NCAPA) sent a
letter to the President in March raising concerns about the direction the
White House was taking the
Initiative but received no response
before the new Executive Order was
issued.
After the new Order was issued
and the new White House Initiative
on Asian Americans and Pacific
Islanders Director, Eddy Badrina,
was announced, AAPI leaders
spoke to him and he offered to set
up a meeting.
"While we appreciate the focus
on economic and community development, efforts to improve the quality of life for AAPIs needs to
involve all sectors, not only businesses and will require policy and
programmatic changes in multiple
federal agencies such as HHS and
HOO," said Lisa Hasegawa, executive director of the National
Coalition for Asian Pacific
American Community Development.
"National CAPACD urges the
administration to maintain an equal
focus on increasing participation of
non-profit community based organizations serving underserved AAPI
communities." •

Ex-FBI Handler ofAlleged Chinese Affirmative Action Foe Promises Michigan Vote on Ban
prohibit giving preference to race at rally's many speakers.
By J AMES PRICHARD
Double Agent Pleads GuiHy
Connedy, a 69-year-old black
the states'· universities and other
Associated Press Writer
By LINDA DEUTSCH
AP Special Correspondent

her reliability. He faced 40 years
in prison if convicted of those
charges. The charge to which he
A former FBI agent pleaded pleaded was added in a supersedguilty May 12 to lying about his ing indictment in February.
sexual relationship with a woman
Leung is charged with taking
alleged to be a Chinese double classified
documents
from
agent.
Smith's briefcase, although she
James. 1. Smith pleaded guilty has not been accused of relaying
to a single count of making a false that information to China.
statement and agreed to cooperate
She faces up to 14 years in
with the govprison if conernment.
victed of illeU.S. District
gally copying
Judge Florence
and possessing
national secuMarie Cooper
said
Smith
rity papers that
faced up to
she intended to
five years in
use, or could
prison, but outhave used, to
side
court
harm the interdefense attorests of , the
ney Brian Sun
United States.
said the senShe has denied
tencing guidethe allegations.
lines indicate his client would
Leung's trial is pending. Her
serve no more than six months attorneys, Janet Levine and John
Vandevelde, were in court for the
and perhaps no time.
Sun emphasized that Smith plea and issued a statement later.
admitted only that he had a sexu"We are happy for James 1.
'al relationship with the woman, Smith and wish him well because,
Katrina Leung, and that he lied to as far as we are concerned, he did
the FBI about it. He did not plead nothing worthy of a criminal
guilty to any counts involving prosecution, but neither did
misuse of classified information.
Katrina Leung," the attorneys
Smith, 60, was the longtime said.
handler of Leung, a naturalized
"Although we may have to
citizen and San Marino socialite fight to the end because the FBI
who was recruited 20 years ago to has tried to protect its own and
work for the FBI, gathering intel- shift blame for their mistakes to
ligence during frequent business Katrina, an outsider, a Chinese
trips to China. Prosecutors claim American and a woman, we are
she began working for China confident that this case is much
around 1990.
ado about nothing and Katrina
Smith was originally charged Leung will be vindicated," they
with gross negligence for alleged- said.
ly allowing Leung access to clasThe plea agreement calls for
sified materials and with mail Smith to withdraw from any joint
. fraud for allegedly filing false defense arrangement he may have
reports to FBI headquarters about had with Leung . •

KALAMAZOO, Mich.-A leading opponent of affirmative action
vowed that if a drive for a statewide
vote to ban racial preferences does
not get on the ballot this year, it definitely will in 2006.
''The voters of this state will get
the chance to vote on the Michigan
Civil Rights Initiative," Ward
Connedy said May 6 during a
speech at Kalamazoo College,
where his appearance sparked a
demonstration in support of affirmative action.
The campaign , has been slowed
by an Ingham County Circuit Court
ruling that the form of the petitions
should not have been approved by
the Board of State Canvassers. That
ruling is now before the Michigan
Court of Appeals.
Connedy said if the case doesn't
work its way through the court system in time for the campaign to
gather enough signatures to get the
initiative on the November ballot, it
will continue to work to get it on a
ballot in the next two years.
Connedy is chairman of the
American Civil Rights Coalition.
The Sacramento, Calif.-base,d group
backs the Michigan campaign to

public agencies. Connedy led a
failed 2003 ballot drive in California
that would have banned government gathering of racial data.
The
Kalamazoo
College
Republican Club invited Connedy
to the school in a free event that was
open to the public. Several hundred'
people filled the campus' Dalton
Theater to hear him speak and
answer questions.
Connedy told the crowd that the
government should be trying to help
disadvantaged people based on their
socio-economic circumstances and
not their skin color.
"I think the institutional problem
we should be dealing in our society
is more the haves versus the havenots rather than race," Connedy '
said.
Before his appearance, a couple
of hundred people attended a rally
just outside the auditorium in support of affirmative action.
'We will stand in opposition of
any organization .or individual that
comes to destroy affirn1ative action
programs," said Elrico Hudey,
youth director of the metropolitan
Kalainazoo branch of th~
National
Association for the Advancement of
Colored People" and one of, the

man, has said although he experienced the overt discrimination of
the pre-civil rights era in the South,
today's racial preferences are a
crutch for blacks. He has acknowledged that much of his support
comes from white conservatives but
denied that blacks uniformly oppose
him.
The Michigan Civil Rights
Initiative has been gathering signatures on petitions seeking a
November vote to end affirmative
action at Michigan's public universities and other public agencies.
The effort started after a U.S.
Supreme Court decision last June
that upheld a general affllinative
action program at the University of
Michigan law school but struck
down the undergraduate school's
formula of awarding points based
on race.
If the issue gets to the ballot, voters will be asked whether they want
to amend the state constitution to
prohibit preferences based on race,
sex, ethnicity or national origin by
state universities, government and
in contracting.
The proposal is opposed by the
group Citizens for a United
Michigan . •

Police Create Board to Hear Muslim Concerns
By ASSOCIATED PRESS
PHOENIX-Responding
to
growing concerns after Sept. 11
and the Iraq War, the Phoenix
Police Department recently created a board to hear Muslim concerns.
The
Muslim
Community
Advisory Board, believed to be the
fIrst in Arizona, will open cornmunication between authorities and
the Muslim cornmunity, police and
board members said.
The 15-member panel will help

guide police policy that affects the
Muslim community, address hate
crimes, threats and workplace discrimination.
Arizona was one of the states
that had the greatest increase of
reported anti-Muslim incidents in
2003, according to reports.
According to a report bf
Washington, D.C.-based Council
on American-Islamic Relations .
reports of such discrimination and
violence jumped by 584 percent in
Arizona.

Religious and ethnic profiling,
denial of religious accomodation
and workplace discrimination
were the most common complaints.
But Tuscon has seen a decrease
in anti-Muslim incidents from 19
in 2001 to 2 last year.
"I think the environment here in
Tucson may be better than elsewhere. It's quite heartening. It
makes me happy to live here," said
Muhammad As' ad, a spokesman
'for the Tuscon Islamic Center. •
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National Newsbytes
o Anti-Muslim
Incidents Increase
Nationwide
A Muslim advocacy group
released a report earlier this month
citing a national increase in the
number of bias acts against
Muslins, Arabs or South Asians
especially in New York, New
Jersey and California.
According to the report by the
New York-based Council on
American Islamic Relations,
nationwide bias complaints
reported to the group rose from
602 in 2002 to 1,019 in 2003.
In New York, more than 200
reports of anti-Muslim acts were
reported last year. California had
221 incidents reported in 2003.
And bias incidents against New
Jersey Muslims more than tripled.
Michigan was the only state to see
a decrease in anti'-Muslim acts.
The report, titled "Unpatriotic
Acts," said the national bias figures reflect an increase in the
number of regional offices opened
by the Washington-based advocacy group, which allowed more
cases to be documented. The
council also blamed continued
fear of Muslims after the Sept. 11
terrorist attacks and the rnisapplication of the USA Patriot Act, the
antiterrorism bill.

o Ukulele Virtuoso
Helps Promote Hawaii
Tourism in Japan
HONOLULU-Ukulele virtuoso Jake Shimabukuro is helping
to promote Hawaii tOl-!rism in
Japan through a state marketing
and advertising campaign.
Shimabukuro, 27, was paid ] 0
million 'yen or US$88,OOO to
appear on commuter trai!! posters,
In television spots and in personal
performances.
After six straight years of

declining Japanese travel to Hawaii,
state statistics show signs of a turnaround. Japanese tourists are once
again beginning to crowd the
islands' beaches and the shops at
Honolulu's Ala Moana Center.
Tourism offiCials are hoping that
Shimabukuro will appeal to the
younger demographic that the travel
industry is targeting.

o Business Boom
Caters to Asians in
Northwest Florida
FORT WALTON BEACH,
Fla.-Asian supermarkets, restaurants and other businesses are mushrooming because of Northwest
Florida's sizeable Asian population.
According to U.S. Census figures
from 1990 and 2000, about 2.5 percent of Okaloosa County residents
identified themselves as Asian. The
number may be larger since census
workers don't count illegal residents.
Historically, Asian businesses
have thrived in the Fort ' Walton
Beach area, but the Census Bureau
is projecting that the Asian population is expected to more than triple
nationwide in the next 50 years,
promising positive Asian business
ventures and expansion.

o WWII Veterans
to be Honored in
New Postal Stamp
WASHINGTON-The men and
women who served in the U.S.
armed forces during World War 11
will be honored with a 37-cent
postage stamp. The commemorative
stamp features a computer generated WWII War Memorial on the
National Mall.
The stamp will go on sale at post
offices nationwide on May 29, the
same day as the formal dedication
ceremonies at the war memorial.
The stamp will remain on sale for a

year, the posW service said.

'0 Piano Student Faces
Murder Charges for
Slaying Teacher
AUSTIN, Texas-Jackson Fan
Chun Ngai, 22, used a meat
cleaver to kill a disabled
University of Texas professor and
piano teacher in her home and then
left a note on her body that said she
had a computer chip in her brain,
police said.
Ngai, a pianist who earned his
undergraduate degree from the
University of Hawaii, had been
helping the acclaimed piano professor suffering from multiple sclerosis with grocery shopping, cooking and other chores for the past
nine months.
He is currently in Travis County
Jail held on a murder charge with
bail set at $1 million. The state district judge ordered a . psychiatric
examination to determine whether
Ngai is competent to stand trial.

o University of Virginia
Hiring More Women,
Minority Faculty
CHARLOTTESVILLE, Va.The Oniversity of Virginia's
largest school is hiring more
women and minorities as faculty
members, a goal set by the Board
of Visitors last month.
Of the 36 new full-time faculty
members hired by the College of
Arts and Sciences this spring, 19
are women, three are African
American and five are Asian or
Asian American.
.
Members of the board's special
committee on diversity complained last month that the percentage of research positions held by
women and minorities have
remained the same for five years.

•

APAs in the News
Tomio Morigtfchi was recently
elected as the neW chairman of the
board of directors of the National
Japanese American Memorial
Foundation. Moriguchi is the chairman and CEO ofUwajimaya, Inc., a
company that manufactures, sells
and distributes Asian foods. He has
served on the NJAMF board for
eight years. In addition, he has
served as an officer and director for
the Seattle Keiro Nursing Home,
Leadership Education for Asian
Pacifics, JACL, and the Japan
America Society of Washington.
Also elected as officers were outgoing Chairman Warren Minami as
the new treasurer and Major
General James Mukoyama (Ret.) as
the new secretary.
Kim Ng, vice president and assistant general manager of the Los
Angeles Dodgers, received the AntiDefamation League's Deborah
Award at the organization's 10th
annual gala May 20. Ng received
the award for her professional and
philanthropic dedication to the L.A.
community. She is only one of two
female executives in Major League
Baseball to hold such a position in
baseball operations. The Deborah
Awards are named after the prophet. ess Deborah who in the Book of
Judges was known for her courage,
wisdom and leadership. The ADL,
founded in 1913, is the world's leading organization fighting anti-

L-r: Hon. Mitsuo Sakaba, consul general of Japan; Kimi Hara, 2003
Mondale Award Recipient; and Hon. Walter F. Mondale, former vice
president and ambassador to Japan.
Semitism through programs and
services that counteract hatred, prejudice and bigotry.

Kimi (Taguchi) Hara, Twin
Cities JACL past president and the
chapter's scholarship committee cofounder, was the recent recipient of
the 2003 Mondale Award presented
by the Japan America .Society of
Minnesota in celebration of the
150th anniversary of U.S.-Japan
relations. With over 160 in attendance at the Medtronic World
Headquarters in Fridley, MN,
Mondale recognized Hara for her
outstanding contributions to the
building of understanding, coopera-

tion and respect between the people
of Japan and Minnesota.
Denise Lee was receritly named
director for Asian Pacific Islander
American (APIA) Outreach for the
Democratic National Party. Tn this
capacity, Lee will direct the DNC's
efforts to reach out and retain support of the APIA community
through education, communication
with APIA leadership, and actively
working to include APIA's in the
political process. For the past three .
years Lee served as legislative aide
and legislative correspondent for
Becerra, DCongressman Xa~ier
Calif. •
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Town Hall Event to Highlight APA Issues
A town hall forum, "Power of
Our Voices: National Asian
American and Pacific Islander
Town Hall," will provide a chance
for the public to make their voices
heard on a number of critical election-year issues including immigration, civil rights, and health care.
The forum will take place May 22
at the Wilshire Grand Hotel in Los
Angeles.
"This town hall provides a forum
for real people to discuss the issues
affecting their lives, and helps
CAPAC (Congressional Asian
Pacific American Caucus) communicate the priorities and concerns of
the diverse AAPI community to the
U.S. Congress," said Rep. Mike
Honda, CAPAC chair. 'The input
we gather at the town hall will help
shape CAPAC's policy agenda and
elevate the voice of the Asian
Pacific American community in this
important election year."
To be held in conjunction with the

5th Annual Convention of the
National Coalition for Asian Pacific
American Community Development, the towh hall event is open to
the pUblic. Organizers expect the
convention and town hall to attract
more than 400 people from across
the country and the Southern
Califomia region.
'This town hall provides an
unprecedented opportunity for federal, state, and local elected officials
to dialogue with AAPI' community
leaders, activists, and service
providers," said Honda. "As APIA
voters prepare to make their voices
heard at the ballot box this
November, candidates need to know
the issues of top priority to the community."
For questions about the town hall
meeting, contact Bryant Tan at
btan@nationalcapacd.org. For more
information about the convention,
visit www.nationalcapacd.org. •

Groundbreaking Campaign Demands Equality
Asian Pacific Islanders for Human
Rights (APIHR), the nation's fIrst
Asian and Pacific Islander (API) lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans gender,
intersexual, queer and questioning
(LGBTIQ) agency, is launching their
groundbreaking California API
LGBT Equality Campaign to combat
homophobia, biphobia, and transphobia within the API community.
The statewide multimedia campaign will begin in May and will be
featured in Asian community publications and TV programs. It will

increase visibility by depicting openly out LGBT Asians, from community leaders to college students, who
are looking to build tolerance in
issues that affect them directly. The
campaign asks for acceptance and
equality of LGBT people and targets
the South Asian, Chinese, Filipino,
and Thai communities.
The campaign is an expansion of a
local campaign conducted in
Southern California and was funded
by a grant from the Evelyn and
Walter Haas Jr. Fund. •
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Far East Building Wins Preservation Award
The Little Tokyo Service Center
Community
Development
Corporation's (LTSC CDC) historic
rehabilitation of the Far East
Building in Little Tokyo has been
awarded a 2004 Preservation Award
by the Los Angeles Conservancy.
The award was presented at the
Conservancy's annual luncheon at
the Millennium Biltmore Hotel in
downtown LA. on May 6 before
hundreds of guests, including
California State Senator Pro Tern
John Burton (D-San Francisco) and
actress
Diane
Keaton, ' a
Conservancy board member and
prominent LA. preservation advocate.
This is not the fIrst time LTSC
CDC's preservation work in Little
Tokyo has been recognized by the
Conservancy. In 1999, LTSC
CDC's rehabilitation of the historic
Old Union Church - Little Tokyo's
fIrst Christian house of worship also received an L.A. Conservancy
Preservation Award.•

'Lost Battalion' Commander to
Arizona Hosts Annual
Thank 442nd Vets at D.C. Reunion Sara Hutchings Clardy
A

I

rc:B\
\lV

Marty Higgins, commander of the 442nd casualties were three to
the World War II Texas "Lost four times that number.
The battle to rescue the "Lost
Battalion," will express his gratitude to the 442nd Regimental Battalion" is included in Army
Combat Team for the daring res- records as one of the 10 most
cue of his trapped unit when they fiercely fought battles in the history of the U.S. Army and the
meet May 27 at the National
WWII Memorial Reunion in . 442nd earned the distinction of
Washington, D.C.
being the most highly decorated
In October 1944, the 442nd, unit for its size and time in comcomposed of Japanese Americans bat in U.S. Army history.
The reunion is sponsored by the
from Hawaii and U.S. internment
camps, . saved the 1st Battalion, Library of Congress' Veterans
141st (Alamo) Regiment, 36th History Project and the Japanese
(Texas) Division, from certain American Veterans Association
annihilation in the Vosges (JAVA). During the Memorial
Day weekend, JAVA will have an
Mountains of northern France,
The 442nd fought fiercely for exhibit booth in the Department
six days and nights. The Texas of Veterans Affairs tent where disunit's remaining 211 men in the plays of WWlI memorabilia will
"Lost Battalion" were saved but be featured. Combat veterans who
fought in Europe and the Pacific
and former WWII internees will
Northern CA:
be present to relate their experiAlbany: 510-527-8141
ences . •

We've been in
your community for

50 years.

Contra Costa: 925-686-3500
Cupertino: 408-446-3600
Fremont: 510-797-5200
Geary: 415-668-5511
Hayward: 510-785-6100
Japan Town: 415-923-0800
Mountain View: 650-969-9440
Oakland: 510-419-1800
Sacramento Main: 916-341-4800
San Francisco Main: 415-875-1500
San Jose Main: 408-975-3350
San Mateo: 650-573-8543
South Sacramento: 916-392-6990
Walnut Creek: 925-287-2120

Scholarship Luncheon

More than 150 guests were in
attendance at the JACL Arizona
chapter's 43rd Annual Sara
Hutchings Clardy Scholarship
Luncheon May 2 where Phil
Gordon, mayor of Phoenix, gave the
keynote address:
This year's recipients of the Sara
Hutchings Clardy Scholarship
Awards are: Lauren Ogino from
Centennial High School and MJ.
Sakata from Central High School.
The Dr. Herbert Jensen Scholarship
Award went to Brad Okuma from
Pinnacle High School and the Joe
Allman Scholarship Award went to
Terry Teraji from Greenway High
School.
This year's JACL Arizona chapter scholarship committee included:
Marilyn Inoshita Tang, chairperson;
Michele Namba, secretary; Nancy
Haranaka; Kathy Inoshita; Jo Ann
Kimura; Seiko Watkins and Jill
Yano.•

Masaji Inoshita Awarded
DAR Medal of Honor

Southern CA:

With our new "888 CD"
your money works harder.
Great rate of 2.88% APY*
With CB& T's new "888 CD", your money works
harder and faster. With a great return of 2.88% APY',
plus minimum deposit of just $8,888, and a term of
only 888 days, you'll see results that count. Put your
money to work now! Don't miss this great opportunity.
Contact our friendly bankers today. Both Japanese
and English language services are avail.able.

..,.. We also offer ,,,,".
Flex CD with competitive rates,
shorter terms and flexible
access to your funds.

Anaheim: 714-826-1740
Brea: 714-256-1600
Claremont: 909-624-9091
Costa Mesa: 714-327-2400
Gardena: 310-217-6500
Hacienda Heights: 626-912-2501
La Palma: 714-523-9090
Los Angeles Main: 213-229-4000
Monterey Park: 323-268-2831
Oxnard: 805-485-9676
Pomona: 909-622-1101
Santa Monica: 310-587-1888
Torrance: 310-316-9190
West Los Angeles: 310-477-8211

• Rate effective as of 5/11/04 and subject to change without notice. Minimum opening deposit $8,888 with a term of 888 days. Opening deposit must be funds new to
CB&T in the form of a check, cashier's check, cash, or wire drawn on a financial institution other than CB&T. Must have a per,onal cheCking account with CB&T open and
in good standing at the time the 888 CD is opened. Checking account must remain open for the term of the CD. 888 CD is available to individuals only. Withdrawals prior
to maturity are subject to an early withdrawal penalty. 5ee the Deposit Account Agreement and 888 CD disclosures forfurther Account details.

PHOTO: MARILYN INOSHITA TANG

The Arizona Anasazi Chapter of the Daughters of the American
Revolution presented the DAR Medal of Honor to Masaji Inoshita, a
World War II Military Intelligence Service veteran, at their 102nd state
conference recently. The Anasazi chapter sponsored Inoshita for the
DAR Medal of Honor after learning about his heroics during WWlI and
his experiences .at the Gila River Relocation Center. Inoshita regularly
gives lectures to high school and university students, forest service and
other groups about the Japanese American WWII experience .
Pictured (I-r) are: Jean Jasper Dracheff, DAR; Patricia Stewart, DAR;
Betty Inoshita; and Masaji Inoshita. •
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State Sen. Mee Moua to
Keynote Hawaiian Luau

(Continued from page 1)

By DAVID M. FORMAN
Minnesota State Sel).ator Mee
Moua, the fIrst person of Hmong
ancestry elected to a state legislature
in the United States, has graciously
accepted
an
invitation to
keynote
the
Hawaiian
Luau at the

7

5

t

h

Anniversary

J

A C L

Nat ion a 1 MOUA
Convention in
Honolulu, Hawaii.
This event will be a tribute to our
nation's Asian and Paciftc Islander
Americans in politics. Our dedicated and courageous politicians are
being honored for doing their part to
ensure that America remains a place
where we respect our differences
and celebrate our unique diversity.
Sen. Moua is an ideal person to
help the JACL celebrate, "Our
Legacy, Our Future: Ensuring
Diversity in America," the theme for
your 75th Anniversary National
Convention.
First elected to the Minnesota
Senate in a special election in
January 2002, Sen. Moua was born
in Laos and immigrated to the
United States in 1978 with her husband Yee Chang and their two children, Chase and Sheng.
The Hmong people living in the
United States come predominantly
from Laos in Southeast Asia. Their
ancestors originated in southwestern

China where they suffered from
oppression, driving many Hmong to
northern Burma, Thailand, Laos and
Vietnam. Many Hmong endured
harsh living conditions before resettling in third countries, including the
United States.
Sen. Moua is an attorney representing small businesses and also
serves on the United Way board as
well as the Minnesota Humanities
Commission. While ill office, Sen.
Moua has fought to protect civil
rights, made it easier to build affordable housing, improved tax policies
for low income Mirlnesotans, and
secured funding for crime victims,
among other accomplishments.
She has degrees from Brown
University, a Masters of Public
Policy from the University of TexasAustin, and her law degree is from
the University of Minnesota.
We are proud to have Sen. Moua
help honor all those who have made
a difference by serving in public
.office and ensuring that America
remains strong through our diversity. We hope that you will come listen to and meet Sen. Moua, and
many other compelling speakers,
Aug. 10-14 at the 75th Anniversary
JACL National Convention in
Honolulu, Hawaii.
For more information, visit the
convention
website
at
www.jaclhawaii.org. •

David M. Forman is one of the
co-chairs for the JACL 75th
anniversary convention's' marketing
and public relations committee.

CONVENTION ALERT
The early registration period has passed. All
registrations must be received by July 31.

Convention Registrati9n Form
LAST NAME

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ FIRST NAME

Huynh watched the scene with the
"Fook" sisters, she laughed along
with many others, even adding that
she knew someone in junior high
named "Phuc" which actually means
"luck" in Vietnamese.
Even though Huynh admits she
didn't have it quite as bad as her former classmate, her given name
"Ngan" (pronounced non), inspired
many quizzical looks and pauses. She
was called everything from "nun" to
"non-fat."
. "In school when the teacher was
doing role call, there would always be
a pause and that's how I knew to
answer. I guess you could say I
answered to silence!" said Huynh
with a laugh.
Like many APAs past and present,
when Huynh became a citizen she
decided to change her name to sound
more euphonious, and more importantly, more American. She said she
chose the name Cathlyn because it
was original and more feminine than
Ngan, which in its original language
connotes the beauty of the moon.
In fact, her entire family changed
their names either with official government papers or by simply renaming themselves - Quyen became
Justin, Thanh changed to Shannon
and Phung turned to Michelle. It was
just the thing to do, she said.
For APAs that are second generation and on, growing up in America
isn't so different from their immigrant
predecessors'
experiences.
Sometimes it means a new name for a
new identity, but many still believe a
name carries the burden of a fractured
identity.
For some it's easy to reconcile.
Levan Luong has gone by Lisa almost
all her life. When it was time for her to
start school, her parents said she needed an American name and picked one
out. There were no issues.
However, Albert Shimabukuro says
he understands the complex and
sometimes self-conscious nature of a
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name. In the 1970s, his father tried to
change his name from Takemasa to
Ted "purely for assimilation," but the
name didn't stick and just faded to
memory. His father's feelings of social
awkwardness passed on to Albert who
says he never took on his Japanese
name, Takeshi, because having a complex last name was difficult enough.
Similarly, Arao Ota's Army buddies
at the Monterey Bay Fort Ord Infantry
called him "Art" because his Japanese
name was too difficult to pronounce.
From then on he juggled two identities, using his American name when
tillking busine
~s and his given name on
all official documents. And when it
came time, Ota gave all four of his
children traditional Japanese first
names and American middle names.
The history of anti-immigration
laws, exclusion acts and internment,
have all contributed to the tenuous
APA identity, researchers say. The
"paper name" phenomenon in the late
19th century contributed to mass name
changes when immigrants literally
bought the birth certificates of those
exempt from exclusion of citizenship,
namely students and diplomats.
"Depending on the family, everybody knew that you had a real name
and a paper name," said Erica Gee,
director of education at the Angel
Island Inlmigration Foundation.
Stories of customs agents at both
Angel Island and Ellis Island renaming
immigrants upon entry into the country have become legend, which experts
agree largely happened because of language barriers or the Asian tradition to
give their last name first.
Sam Jew's father arrived in San
Francisco from China in the 1950s and
declared that his family name was Jue,
but a customs agent spelled it out the
only way he knew how.
Since the first waves of immigrants
changed their names as a way to enter
the country, are younger generations
that followed carrying on the tendency
because their identities are still being
called into question?
For the most part, changing your
name is increasingly popular because

Aloha! We invite you to register for the 2004 JACL
75th Anniversary National Convention "Our Legacy,
Our Future: Ensuring Diversity in America:'

MI

PREFERRED NAME (FOR NAME TAG)

Address _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
City

State

Tel _ _ _ __

Fax

Zip Code
E-Mail

Chapter _ _ _ _ _ _ _ City & State
Accommodation for Disability? 0 Yes 0 No
Type of accommodation
Early Registration (Received by May 15, 2004)

o JACL Member: $200
o Youth Member: $100
o Non-JACL Youth $125 (One year JACL membership included)
o Friends of JACL Tomodachi/Booster: $495

$_ $_$_$_ -

Registration (Received by July 31 , 2004)
o JACL Member: $250
$ _o Youth Member: $150
$_ o Non-JACL Youth $175 (One year JACL membership included)
$_~ Friends of JACL Tomodachi/Booster: $ 595
$_ TOTAL FROM THIS SECTION $_ IN ADDITION , as a registered convention attendee, I would like to purchase additional ticket(s))* to the following event(s) (this is in addition to what is included in my registration package):
$_ _
o Sayonara Banquet
$150 per person x _ (# of tickets)
o Waikiki Welcome Mixer
$50 per person x'_ (# of tickets) = $ _ _
~
Veterans Luncheon
$50 per person x _ (# of tickets)
$_ _
o Hawaiian Luau
$50 per person x _ (# of tickets)
$_ _
o Hawaiian Luau (Children under 12) $35 per child x _ (# of tickets) $_ _
:::l Youth Luncheon
$35 per person x _ (# of tickets)
$_ _
~
Hawaii Plantation Village Tour
$25 per person x _ (# of tickets)
$_ _
• Additional tickets to all events will be sold on a space-available, "first-come, firstserved" basis.
TOTAL FROM THIS SECTION $_ _

=

=
=
=
=
=

GRAND TOTAL $_ _
Payment Method:
'0 Check enclosed (Make checks payable to JACL 2004 National Convention)
o VISA (This charge will appear as Educare Technologies, Inc. on your credit card statement)
o MasterCard (This charge will appear as Educare Technologies, Inc. on your credit card statement)

Card # _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

State

Payment Methods:
Check, money order, VISA, MasterCard (No Purchase
Orders are accepted). Please submit payment with
your registration form and survey to the above address.
Confirmation of Registration:
A confirmation letter will be sent to you either bye-mail
or by U.S. mail within 2 weeks of receipt and approval
of payment. If you do not hear from us within 2 weeks,
please
contact
Lori
K.
Amano
at
lamano@jaclhawaii.org, or 8081523-8464.
Deadlines:
Early Registration Deadline: Received by May 15,
2004.
Registration Deadline: Received by July 31, 2004.
Hotel Reservations:
To make hotel reservations, please call the Waikiki
Beach Marriott Hotel at 800/367-5370 and mention
JACL Convention to receive the special convention
rates. The Waikiki Beach Marriott Hotel is very popular
and hotel rooms will fill quickly. Please make your reservations as soon as possible. The last day to take advantage of the convention rates is Friday, July 11, 2004.
Room rates for single or double occupancy: City View
$115, Partial Ocean $125, Ocean $150, Deluxe Ocean
$195, Additional Person $30.

Expiration Date

Address of Cardholder
City _ _ _ _ _ _ __

Registration Information:
The following is information on how to register for the
convention. Please complete one registration form per
attendee. You may download the form and survey.
Please mail your completed registration form, survey,
and payment to:
JACL National Convention
JACL Ha"Yaii, Honolulu Chapter
P.O. Box 1291
Honolulu, HI 96807

Zip Code _ _ _ _ __

Cardholder Signature
Print Cardholder Name _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

Cancellation and Refund Policy:
Full conference registration fees, less a $100 cancellation fee, are refundable only if the JACL Honolulu
Chapter receives written notice by July 15, 2004.
Registrations and cancellations received after July 15,
2004, are non-refundable. Registration may not be rein-

it makes it easier for other people to
pronounce and it provides opportunity
to better assimilate, said Mark
Krikorian, .executive director of the
Center for Immigration Studies in
New York.
Elaine . Kim, professor of Asian
American Studies at the University of
California, Berkeley sees a different
pattern in the naming phenomenon.
Immigrant parents used to pick out
patriotic names for their children like Jefferson and Lincoln - but these
days she sees a return to cultural roots.
Parents are naming their children
"pure" Asian names that sound more
Western. For example, the Korean
name Soo Jin is currently very popular
and sounds like Sue Jean.
Immigrants are also more conscious
when it comes to names and their
unintentional English connotations,
said Kim. Although she personally
knows someone named "Fuk Yu" and
"Won Suk," she said these inconveniences are becoming few and far
betw~n.

'''Fuk' is actually a very pretty
Korean name. It mean 'virtue' ... can
you imagine?" said Kim laughing.
But .even those who experienced
butchered pronunciations and teasing
because of their names said they
would still give their children Asian
names.
Sam Jew didn't always understand
the irony of his last name and why
people teased him, but he never
thought about changing it even for his
sons. He jokes that the combination of
his last name and his Chinese ethnicity makes him a very savvy businessman.
"It builds character. People can
laugh at my name, .but not at me and
all of my accomplishments," he said.
Shimabukuro said he has leamed to
embrace his melodious name now and
he intends to give his future children
both Japanese and American names.
"I encourage those who have unique
names to accept and honor them," he
said. "Don't just throw it away. That
breaks down all culture and identity to
the past." •

stated after it has been cancelled. JACL membership
fees are non-refundable and non-transferable. Please
expect all convention refunds within 60 days post-conference.
Registrants unable to attend may send a substitute; if
the substitute is not a JACL member, the non-member
fee will be required. Substitutions must be made in writing to JACL Honolulu Chapter.
JACL reserves the right to cancel or reschedule programs at any time, or to close registrations when programs are sold out. JACL will not be responsible for
non-refundable airline tickets. By registering, you agree
to all the terms and conditions set forth.
Activities:
Please note that you must register for tours and family
activities separately. Pre-registration for activities and
tours is highly encouraged, but is not required at the
time of registration for the convention. You may also
register for activities at the activities desk during the
convention on a space-availability basis. To register for
activities and tours, please see "activitiesltours" link on
our website and print out the registration form. You may
mail your completed form and payment to JACL Hawaii
at address noted above. For additional information,
please contact Pam Funai at activities@jaclhawaii.org.
JACL Members & Tomodachi Registration
includes:
Opening Ceremonies and General Orientation,
Breakfasts, ALL on-site Workshops, Youth Diversity
. Summit (Does not include Youth Luncheon), 1 ticket to
the Waikiki Welcome Mixer,1 ticket to off-site tour of
Hawai'i Plantation Village (Open to first 450 registrants
only),1 ticket to the Awards Luncheon (Open to the first
400 Non-Youth registrants only), 1 ticket to the
Sayonara Banquet.
Youth Registration includes: (25 years or younger or
is currently enrolled in a college, trade school or university) Opening Ceremonies and General Orientation,
Breakfasts, ALL on-site Workshops, Youth Diversity
Summit, Youth Luncheon (Open to the first 400 registrants only), 1 ticket to the Waikiki Welcome Mixer, 1
ticket to off-site tour of Hawai'i Plantation Village (Open
to first 450 Youth registrants only), 1 ticket to the
Sayonara Banquet.

SPORTS
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Pak Comes From Behind to Win at Kingsmill
WILLIAMSBURG, Va.--Se Ri
Pak's comeback ability is undeniable. Just don't ask her to explain it.
VOLLEYBALL
"I think I have done that before so
many times," Pak said after shooting a 6-under 65 May 9 to overcome
HONOLULU-Fonner University of Hawaii women's volleyball standa four-stroke deficit to win the
out Lily Kahumoku is set to stand trial Julie 23 on a charge of misdemeanor
Michelob Ultra Open by two shots.
assault.
"I don't know why."
In court May 7, K(!humoku waived her right to a jury trial, so she will be
Pak not only won with her mothtried before a judge.
er in the gallery on Mother's Day,
The three-time All-American whose college career ended last season is
but she also earned a spot iIi the
accused of assaulting her then-boyfriend, UH men's volleyball player Jose ,
LPGA Hall of Fame.
Delgado, 20, on April 9 in an apartment on Ala Moana Boulevard. He suf"Sunday, today, May 9th, is the
fered minor injuries.
best of my life," she said.
Kahurnoku has said what happened was "unfortunate."
Moving into contention with an
Her attorney, Scott Collins, called the alleged assault "a misunderstandearly string of birdies, the 26-yearing."
old South Korean star finished at 9The June 23 trial comes one day before Kahumoku turns 23 . •
under 275, passing five players en
route to her 22nd career victory and
HOCKEY
the fmal point she needed to qualify
for the Hall of Fame.
"My biggest goal was ... the Hall
of Fame," Pak said.
Her new goal? A victory in the
DENVER-Losing to San Jose in six games was more than just the fmKraft Nabisco Championship to
ish to a disappointing season for the Colorado Avalanche.
complete a career Grand Slam in the
It might be the end of an era.
majors.
After nearly a decade of dominance, including two
In just her seventh season on tour,
Stanley Cup championships, the Avalanche could be in
Pak still needs to play three more
for some big changes next season.
years on the tour to meet the Hall's
"We don't know yet what's going to happen next
year," goalie David Aebischer said. "There's probably
going to be some change, but there's every year some
change."
WILLIAMSBURG, Va.--She is
Star forward Peter Forsberg could be headed back
one of the rising stars of the LPGA
home to Sweden to finish his career, and Teemu Selanne and Paul Kariya
Tour, a long hitter with enough short
could be gone after one less-than-productive season.
game and fearlessness to challenge
If the NHL reaches a new labor agreement that includes a salary cap;
Annika
Colorado will have no choice but to make changes to its high-priced roster.
Sorenstam as
Colorado overcame injuries to Kariya and Forsberg early in the season to
the best female
get off to a great start, but couldn't keep it up: Colorado pulled it together in
golfer in the
time to knock off Dallas easily in the first round of the playoffs, but scored
world.
just seven goals in six games against the Sharks.
Grace Park
It wasn't what the Avalanche had in mind when they put together the best
has
been
collection of scorers in recent memory. Signing Selanne and Kariya on the
aware of her
same day only added to the expectations, but neither had the impact the
potential for
Avalanche had hoped.
'
greatness siBce she arrived on tour
Kariya missed 31 of the first 33 games with a wrist injury and played just
fulltime in 2000, but not until the
once in' the playoffs due to a sprained ankle. His contract is up, but has said
last two years has she felt like she's
he wouldn't mind coming back. •
given herself a chance to measure
up to the hype.
"I struggled my first two, three
years on the tour," the 25-year-old
Park said. "I didn't struggle struggle
because I always finished in the top
20, but to me it was disappointing. I
wasn't happy with the results.
Yo.ur business card in each issue for 22 issues is $15 per line, three-line
"I wanted to win and I wanted to
minimum. larger type (12 pt.) counts as two lines. logo same as line rate
get
better and I wanted to be at the
as required. P.e. has made no determination that the businesses listed in
top, so I needed to reauy just have
this directory are licensed by proper govemment authority.
fun," Park said recently.
Oakland, Calif.
To do it, she went back to work,
Dr. Darlyne Fujimoto,
figuring the only way it could get
SEED
Optometrist & Associates ~!fAZW~
SIN C h
1917
---J
fun again was if her results started
A Professional Corporation
The Asian Vegetable Seed Source for
11420 E. South St, Cerritos, CA 90701
meeting her lofty expectations.
(310) 860-1339
Home Gardeners, Retailers, and
"I totally committed myself to
Commercial Growers
Howard Igasaki, D.D.S., Inc.
getting
better, being more disciP.O, Box 13220 Oakland. CA 94661 ·3220
ph: 510/595·1HI8 rx: 510/ 595·1860
Alan Igasaki, D.D.S.
kil~sp«:.cI
~il pa('h{>I.JP
kilazw
a~t'p
d.com
Implants! General! Periodontics
22850 Crenshaw Blvd., Ste. 102
Seattle, wash.
Torrance, CA 90505
(310) 534-8282

Lily Kahumoku .Scheduled to Stand Trial

Avalanche Could be in for Changes
After Another Early Exit

lO-year
requirement. But with four
major
championships worth two
points each, 18 regular-tour titles worth
one apiece and a
scoring title worth
another point, she
already has the 27
points needed.
And with the
$330,000 winner's
check from the
tour's third-richest
event of the season,
Pak has earned
nearly $8 million in
her career.
Four shots off the
Se Ri Pak of South Korea holds the trophy after
pace at the start of
winning
the Michelob Ultra Open at the Kingsmill
the day, Pak birdied
Golf
Club
in Williamsburg, Va. May 9. Pak shot a
three of her flfSt five
to
win the tournament at 9 under. (AP
6
under
holes and reboundPhoto)
ed from a bogey on
the No. 6 with three more birdies in
Pak and her mother flew home to
the next five holes to take the lead.
South Korea after the tournament to
It was the 10th time Pak has won join her father for some time off.
after trailing entering the final
Pak's father, she said, was with her
round. 1\vice, she has made those
when she won the 1999 ShopRite
charges in majors.
LPGA Classic on Father's Day. •

Park Finding Fun, Success Go Hand in Hand

PACIFIC CITIZEN

National business and Professional Directory

Co

Cambridge Dental Care

Scott Nishizaka D.D.S.

Family Dentistry & Orthodontics
900 E. Katella, Suite A
Orange, CA 92867 • (714) 538-2811
www.cambridgedentalcare.com

DAVID W. EGAWA
Civil, Criminal & Administrative Law
30 N. Raymond Ave, Suite #409. Pasadena, CA 9 11 03

(626) 792-8417
6003 Seashore Drive, Newport Beach, CA 92663

(949) 646-2138

c: (714) 657-2325
"

Curtis R. Namba
NAMBA LAW OFFICES
NambaLaw@aol.com
83 Scripps Drive, Suite 370
Sacramento, California 95825
(916) 922-6300

UWAJIMAYA
.. .AlwaX!!::Jood taste.

la
-

l

For the Best of
Everything Asian
Fresh Produce, Meat,
Seafood and Groceries
A vast selection of
Gift Ware

Seattle, WA • (206) 624-6248
Bellevue, WA • (425) 747-9012
Beaverton, OR • (503) 643-4512

Wie Wins
. Laureus Award
LISBON, Portugal-Michelle
Wie was honored as the Newcomer
of the Year by the Laureus World
Sports Academy on May 10, the
youngest athlete to win one of the
awards.
Wie, 14, played seven times on
the LPGA Tour last season, missing
the cut only once. She played
against the men on the Canadian
and Nationwide tours, and her only
victory in any event came at the
U.S. Women's Amateur Public
Links, making her the youngest
winner of a USGA event for grownups.
The Laureus Awards were selected in voting by 400 sports journalists from more than 70 countries . •

plined the last two years and my
hard work is starting to payoff," she
said.
"I realized that the harder I work,
the better I get."
The first bit of proof came a y~ar
ago on the 72nd hole at Kingsrnill,
where Park rolled in an 18-foot
birdie putt to win the inaugural
Michelob Light Open. It continued
earlier this year when she made a 6footer on the final hole to win her
first major, the Kraft Nabisco
Championship,
"In order to become great, you
have to enjoy what you do and I didn't do that in the past." Park said. "I
just did it because I liked the competition, I like to play. I did it, but that
didn't make me happy.
".1 have to work that much harder,
but I'm having fun doing it."
Now a "wily veteran at age 25,"
according to LPGA Commissioner
'fy Votaw, Park feels a lot more pre-

pared to assume a place among the
top players, even with teenagers
Michelle Wie and Aree Song on the
rise.
"I need to win more tournaments
to do that," she said. "I have no
problem with Annika and Michelle
getting the attention that they're getting because they deserve it. Their
accomplishments, their poise, their
abilities are so tremendous that they
deserve every bit of it."
With women's golf on the rise in
popularity, Votaw said it's important
for others to challenge Sorenstam,
already a six -time player of the year.
Park, he said, seems as likely a
candidate to do it as anyone.
"You can't manufacture or create
rivalries. I think what Annika has
done is push every other player to be
better':' he said. "Grace is one of
those who has rededicated herself to
the game and has gotten better." •

Chinese Making Small Inroads in Golf
CHARLOTTE,
N.C.-The
largest country is starting to make
small inroads in professional golf.
Zhang Lian-Wei became the
first player from China to play in the
Masters last month, when he shot
77-72 and missed the cu~
by one
shot.
Recently, Hong Mei Yang
became the first Chinese player to
win a tournament in the United
States by capturing the lOS Futures
Golf Classic in EI Paso, Texas, the
developmental circuit for the LPGA
Tour.
Hong Mei, Chon Wang and Li
Chon Zhang were chosen to train
in America two years ago. All three
qualified for the Futures Tour last
year, while Yang missed the 54-hole
cut at the LPGA Tour qualifying
tournament.
'They will become like Yao Ming
in basketball and they will have a
very big impact in China for
women's golf," said James Chen,
who coaches them at Oak Valley
Golf Academy in Beaumont, Calif.
'These three are the pioneers."
The recent success can't hurt

golf's bid to become an Olympic
sport.
USGA Executive Director David
Fay, who represents the World
Amateur Golf Council in Olympic
negotiations, said it is not too late
for golf to be included at the 2008
Olympics in Beijing.
A key date is July 2005, when the
IOC meets in Singapore to review
the Olympic program. It has been
said that golf cannot be added unless
other sports are dropped.
Fay said adding a new sport to the
program usually requires seven
years.
"But they have a provision where
they can make changes whenever,"
he said. '''The key to me is if they get
a sense from the Beijing organizers
that they want golf. That would go a
long way." •

Compiled by
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VOICES

Racial and Ethnic Harassment in the Workplace

W

hile I was selVing at the
Equal
Employment
. Opportunity Commission
(EEOC) I got a bird's eye view of
workplace discrimination around the
country. There were a great many
trends .reflecting the changes in our
country. Among the most troubling to
me, however, has been the increase in

racial and ethnic harassment, ranging
from insensitive jokes and comments
to death threats and assaults.
Racial and sexual harassment has
been illegal since the passage of the
Civil Rights Act in the 1960's. Racial
and ethnic discrimination has become
more subtle overall as progress has
been made in social standards and in
understanding of legal guidelines.
Harassment is different. To meet the
legal standard of discrimination, the
harassment must be offensive enough
to interfere with a person's ability to do

MORIMEMO
(Continued from page 1)
where all are able to renew acquaintances and build new friendships. The
older leaders are able to help the
younger generation understand JACL
and its value.
The convention provides an excellent learning opportunity for younger
JACL leaders and youth. It is a chance
to see how JACL works and to realize
the importance of our national JACL
organization in preselVing freedoms
and learning to value our cultural heritage. It is an opportunity to make new
friends and to foster relationships with
JACLers from all over the United
States as well as Canada and Japan.
The business sessions of the convention are always exciting with
national council meetings held to discuss the policies and procedures of
JACL. Delegates are given a chance to
voice the opinions of their chapters on
important issues which are presented
and to cast votes for their jurisdictions.
Each district and chapter is ably represented by local JACL leaders. Proxies
are permifted where 'chapters are
unable to send delegates.
Elections for national JACL officers
are held during the convention. At this
time I would like to thank JACL members for the opportunity I have had to

their job.
ment of all kinds often takes place
The EEOC receives from 80,000 to over this medium. A request for a date
100,000 charges each year. During my would not be problematic normally,
eight years at the EEOC, I saw the but repeated through interoffice
incidents increase and, in my opinion, instant messaging ten times a day
worsen·. For example, I had never seen would be. A racial joke or epithet
incidents involving nooses in my first shared with a whole network becomes
few years at the EEOC, btlt by my last "augmented," carrying far larger conthree or so, we could count about a sequences than the same expression
dozen such cases each year.
shared around the water cooler.
As a visible symbol of coercive
In addition to racial jokes, epithets
racism and implied violence, the dis- used in messages or even in official
play of a noose - placed in work communications could create a hostile
spaces, lockers or vehicles - is one of environment. If the company acts
the few fonns of environmental dis- quickly to hold the responsible parties
crimination that is likely to be illegal accountable, there might not be liabileven as a single occurrence. It carries ity, but the increased incidents and the
the symbolic weight of a whole histo- intensity of the messages are troury of lynching in this country to terror- . bling.
ize African Americans. Most targets of
Why is this occurring? In the public
these noose incidents were African discourse, resentment and frustration
American, though at least one was an are widely expressed, and that resentAsian American.
ment has been expressed in less lawWhere action is taken quickly in abiding ways as well - even to the
such cases, there may not be corporate point of hate crimes.
liability, but the fact that these inciHarassment may also reflect reacdents are occurring - and increasing- tions to current events. In the afterly reported is very serious. math of 9111, there was widespread
Consider also that in addition to civil backlash against people of Arab or
rights ramifications, there may also be Muslim American backgrounds. This
tort liability for the perpetrator, espe- included fatal hate crimes, but more
cially if it amounts to assault or inflic- frequently involved harassment,
tion of emotional distress.
including in the workplace.
The ''New Harassment"
Employer's Responsibility to Know
With the widespread use of elecThe courts have found the employtronic mail it is no surprise that harass- er to be in the best institutional position under the law to respond to and
selVe for eight years on the national hopefully prevent workplace harassboard (four as vice president and four ment. Not knowing about a situation is
as president). It has been an honor to no legal excuse if a reasonably diligent
be involved in the workings of JACL employer "should have known" about
and to work with outstanding JACL it.
national board members as well as an
If an incident occurs, acting quickly
excellent national director in John to maintain a discrimination-free enviTateishi and all the JACL staff. JACL ronment may well protect the compais fortunate to have able leaders will- ny from legal difficulties. Where the
ing to selVe the organization.
harassment is serious enough, suspenThe convention committee has sion or even termination of the perpeplanned outstanding special events trator, if they are known would also be
during the convention which should be expected. Damages awarded in litigaof interest and value to all. Check out tion often go up when these actions are
the registration form for additional not taken.
information on all the events.
Where there is not adequate proof
This national convention provides of an employee's discriminatory
the opportunity to embrace the behavior and the employer acts too
Hawaiian culture and to enjoy the gra- quickly in a public way, the possibilicious hospitality abundant in the ty of a defamation suit also exists. The
Islands as well as to take in the beauty. importance of a quick investigation
In the humble opinion of the Hawaii should be obvious.
chapter members (with myself in
The company cannot control its
agreement), there is no more beautiful workers' thoughts, but it is responsible
place on the face of the earth thaa for their actions on the job. Civil rights
Hawaii. We hope all convention par- laws cannot make us love each other,
ticipants will have time to enjoy the as Martin Luther King, Jr. once said,
beauty which is Hawaii during, before, but they might prevent us from harmor after the convention..
ing each other. •
Please try to attend the National
JACL Convention if at all possible. It
Paul /gasaki served as the vice
should be an extremely enjoyable, chair and later as acting chair of the
worthwhile, and memorable experiEqual Employment Opportunity
ence for all who attend .•
Commission from 1994 to 2002.
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A Need to Continue Efforts

J

ACL ch~pters
and districts:
once agam we request your
support.
As you are well aware, membership - gaining, maintaining, and
selVicing members - is an ongoing process; such is the norm for
membership-based organizations.
In 2003, a clear impact was demon-

strated as a result of the dedication
to membership. A year ago we
remarkably exceeded the goal of
raising 1 .. on dollars from membership, generating nearly 1.1 million; a tremendous accomplishment
by any standard.
However, analyses of our results
thus far this year indicate that we
have dropped off significantly.
Bottom-line: with this continued
pace, a budgetary deficit will occur,
potentially reaching.into six figures.
What type of value is national
JACL providing its membership
today? Two primary examples
include
JACL's
Anti-Hate
Campaign and the efforts of the
organization to help preselVe civil
liberties which have been at risk
since the attacks of 9/11.
With the Anti-Hate Program, the
JACL has established a nationwide
network to combat defamation,
hate crimes and anti-Asian sentiment. The ne!work, which is
expanding everyday, includes representatives from our chapters, as
well as JACL student members on
college campuses throughout the
country.
In addition to combating incidents of defamation and hate, the
network will hold workshops so
chapter, campus and community
members know what their rights are
under state and federal hate crime
laws. The JACL will continue to
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publish its anti-hate newsletter that
features articles on legislative activity in the area of hate violence,
recent incidents and how the JACL
network responded to them, as well
as educational materials for use by
chapters and others o~
what one
should do if victimized.
The organization continues to
pursue social justice, one major goal
being to help preselVe the civil lIberties which have been at-risk since
9/11. On the education front, JACL
continues to put on workshops training teachers on how to educate
about the ramifications of treating
Arab Americans and Muslims similar to Japanese Americans in World
War II; the latest instalhnents
occurred in Houston, Detroit, and
San Francisco.
Utilizing the judicial system, the
JACLhas signed on an amicus brief
in the case of Jose Padilla to protest
the powers provided to the federal
government through the U.S .A
Patriot Act. Padilla was arrested by
federal agents, then held by the
Department of Defense and was not
pennitted contact with his counsel,
his family, or any other non-military
personnel for 18 months.
During the last convention, the
organization challenged itself by
setting the bar high; building a
budget that required more money
from membership dues than ever
before. Last year, we were not only
able to reach a record in membership revenue, but we also surpassed
the expected membership amount
by over 100,000 (10 percent over
budget).
Membership is a constant activity,
but we have demonstrated that we
can be successful when we focus.
As always, there is support available
from national JACL. Please let us
know what can be done to help you
- 415/921-5225 or mbr@jacl.org . •

•

~

Agree?
Disagree?
Opinions?
Get your voice
in the Pacific Citizen!
E-mail:
letters2pc@aol.com

THE COLONEL
AND THE PACIFIST
Karl Bendetsen, Perry Saito, and the
Incarceration of Japanese Americans
during World War"

u.s.

Klancy Clark de Nevers
The story of two men caught up in one
of the most infamous episodes in
American history-one the Army
major who penned the executive order
removing Americans of Japanese
ancestry from their West Coast homes, and the other a young
man incarcerated in Tule Lake Relocation Camp-both from
the same home town of Aberdeen, Washington.
"A chilling tale of ~endacity
and crass ambition ... a painful
reminder of how ignorance and war hysteria made it possible
for one man to trample on the Constitution."
-Kai Bird, author of The Color of Truth

55 photographs, 3 maps
Paper $21.95
Also available Cloth $55.00
THE UNIVERSITY OF UTAH PRESS

(800) 773-6672
www.uofupress.com
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'THIS IS HOW WE LIVE'
Thousands of nameless
ethnic Burmese escape
death by hiding in the
jungles and working like
slaves. For the first time,
they talk about their
plight in front of the
camera.

Take me
home-CLeft)
Displaced ethnic Burmese
linger in the
country's disease-ridden
jungles listening for sounds
of danger.
They are
among the
270,000 who
live in fear.

Film Review
ByLYNDALIN
Assistant Editor

T

he images are stark - ethnic
Burmese huddled in masses
around makeshift homes in
the jungle; in the center, a mother
flanked by her two young sons and
cradling her feverish baby tells the
camera there is no medicine. But in
this case Amold . Schwarzenegger
does not gallop into the scene on a
white steed to liberate the people.
There's a sort of disconnect
between the viewer and subject with
documentaries as personally uneasy
to consume as these three shorts:
"Entrenched Abuse: Forced Labor
in Burma"; "No Place to Go:
Internally Displaced People in
Burma"; and "Burma Report: May
30 Incident."
We are taught by Hollywood that
in the most distressing moments, the
alpha male hero swoops in to the
rescue. But there is no such starstudded hero here.
There are only the faces and voices of those oppressed and victimized
by a militia junta called the State
Peace Development Committee
(SPDC). Perhaps for the first time,
these people are given the opportunity to voice their opinions.
We quickly realize this is not a fun
night at the movies. This is real-life
and the stage is Burma, a country
with one of the worst ruling regimes

Photos:

Witness
in the world, according to the United
Nations agency that monitors forced
labor.
Often, the country's ethnic population is forced into hard labor with
no compensation, driven out of their
homes and into a predator versus
prey existence in the jungle.
Each face, oddly distinctive and
memorable, forms a mosaic that
simultaneously arrests and overloads
the senses. One woman can't keep
herself from smiling even when talking about the countless times she has
had to flee from the SPDC's tyranny.
It's a very uneasy moment of selfconsciousness - the emotionally
battered woman flushes with pleasure over the attention of the camera.
Another boy's stone-face erupts
into emotions as he describes his
ordeal over being forced into joining
the anny. "I hate the army," he pronounces. He is only 12 years old.
The people's one promise of
democracy in the hands of Nobel
laureate Aung San Suu Kyi, leader
of the National League for
Democracy, came crashing down

YAMATOTRAVELBUREAU®
200 South San Pedro Street, #502
Los Angeles, CA 90012
(CST No. 1019309-10)
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PROPOSED TOURS AND CRUISES FOR 2004
Yamato Scenic Switzerland Tour - Begin tour from Frankfurt, Germany toBasel, Lausanne,
Interfaf<en and Zural.
Peggy Mikuni
6112-6120
Japan Sampler Tour with TBI Tours - Tokyo, Hakooe, K)'lto.
Lilly Nomura
6126-7/3
Yamato Alaskan Cruise aboard the·Coral Princess - Whittier. College FJOrds, Glacier Bay,
Skagway, Juneau, Ketchikan. Vancouver.
Lilly Nomura
6128-7/10
Yamato Hokkaido Tour - Sapporo, Sounkyo. Kawayu, Kushiro, Obihiro, LakeToya, Hakodate
Peggy Mikuni
Yamato American Heritage - New Yorl<. Philadelphia, AmisI1 Country, Shenandoah Valley, 'Williamsbulll
7/10-7/18
and Washington, D.C
Grace _Sakamoto
7/22-8/2
Alpine Countries with Collette Vacations - Vterlna, Salzburg, Munich, OberammellJau, Black
Forest, Bem, ZerrnaH and Loceme.
Sharon Seto
8/11-8/22
Yamato Tour to Europe - Rome, FIorer<:a, Venice, Loceme, Pans and London.
Lilly Nomura
8/26-9/8
Alaska 10 Day Land Tour and 4 Day Inside Passage Cruise - Anchorage, Denali,
FairtJanks, Tok, Dawson City, Whrtehorse, cruise from Skagway, Glacier Bay, Katchikan, anding in Vancouver.
Sharon Seto
9/1-9/8
Yamato Travel Bureau / Venice Pioneer Project Tour to the Canadian Rockies Seattfe, KaIowna. Banff, Jasper, Kamloops, Vancouver. Seattle.
Lilly Nomura
9/17-9/24
Yamato Islands of New England with Collette Vacations - Providence, Newport, BostCJ1,
Cape Cod, Martha·s Vileyard, Nantucket, Hyannis and Provincetown.
Sharon Seto
9/17-9/29
Yamato Travel Bureau's Tour in Conjunction with the Japanese American National
Museum Camp Connections/Life Interrupted Conference - Beaux Bridge, Avery Island
and New Orleans, Louisiana: camp Shelby and Vicksbuill. Mississippi; Memphis, Tennessee; Rohwer and
Jerome. Arkansas and Branson, MISSOuri.
Lilly Nomura
10/4-10/13 Yamato Eastern Canada & Nova Scotia Tour - Montreal, Quebec, ovemight train to Monoton,
Pnnce Edward Island, Cape Breton, Halifax.
Lilly Nomura
10/11-10/25 Yamato Deluxe Autumn Tour to Japan - Tok)'l, Senda,AkiuSpa, Niigata: Kanazawa, Kyoto.
Arnanohashidate, Yonago and Hirosllima.
Peggy Mikuni
10/29-11/11 Yamato Tour to China with Yangtze River Cruise - Beiiing, Xian, Chongqing, YangzteRiver
Cruise, Shanghai and Suzhou.
Sharon Seto
1218-12113 Yamato Christmas Tour to Branson - ~
City and Branson, featuring Shoji Tabuchi,Yakov
Smirnoff, /Wjy WIHiams and more.
Peggy Mikuni

6/10-6120

Yamato Travel BureaLiB> continues to be a full service travel agency. This
means we will sell all phases of leisure and corporate travel: airline tickets;
hotel a ccommodations; c ar rentais; tours; cruises; rail passes, etc. We also
have discounted airfare to c ertain destinations, Please call on our experienced 1Tavel consultants for your 1Tavel and tour arrangements.
Professional Memberships: American Society of Travel Agents (ASTA), Cruise Lines
Intemational Association (CLlA), Pacific Asia Travel Association (PATA), VACATI9N.COM (a national consortium).
Pleas visit ourYamato Travel BureaU® website at: www.yamatotravel.com

For more information, please call
YAMATO TRAVEL BUREAU®
200 So. San Pedro Street, Suite #502
Los Angeles, CA 90012
(213) 680-0333 OR (800) 334-4982
E-Mail: Yamatogroups@aol.com

one bloody day in May. This subject jects open up and fully understand
is explored in "Burma Report," a the safety implications of appearing
in a documentary. These truly
short by an anonymous director.
These heart-wrenching shorts embedded activists and filmmakers
have been put together by human travel across the border from
rights advocacy groups (Witness and Thailand to Burma risking their own
Burma Issues) and Asiaworks lives to tell these stories.
In the wake of graphic videos of
Television and are primarily comprised of face-to-face testimonies, Iraqi prisoner abuse, Gregory -said
guerrilla shoots of places cameras the goal of the documentaries are not
are forbidden, and historic file to shock with violence, but to tell a
story, understand and take action.
footages.
But the most intriguing scenes These documentaries, funded in part
involve a single person free-associ- by grants, are key elements to camating with the camera, and this is the paigning for change by raising
element that makes these documen- awareness at local and governmental
taries so personal and exceptional. levels.
Gregory got involved with chamWe get the feeling that these subjects
are speaking from the bottom of pioning for human rights in Burma
their souls, nothing like those con- 14 years ago when working with the
Aung San Suu Kyi campaign. In his
trived "Real World" confessionals.
The mms premiered at the Third . experience, he has seen many
Annual Amnesty International Film footages of gross abuse, but the
Festival last week, but can now be images that continue to haunt him
most are of people just speaking to
seen on the Witness Web site.
Sam Gregory, 29, the Witness pro- the camera.
. "In one scene, an old man talks
gram manager, said he's excited the
documentaries received the expo- about how the SPDC keeps burning
sure and hopes to make it to other down his home and he says all he
wants is a home. It's a direct statefestivals.
The Witness program's premise of ment to the viewer out there of what
turning the camera on human rights he wants, which he is not given the
abuses sprang to life in 1992 after opportunity to do in his life. I find
the amateur tape of the Rodney King that very moving and powerful," he
beating dramatized racism. Several said.
On Jqne 19, there will be a movepeople, including musician Peter
Gabriel, ' a current board director, ment to stay at home in support of
took to the idea of using video to lldd Aung San Suu Kyi, who is currently
power to human rights cases. under house arrest in Burma.
Through video testimonies, the audi- Gregory encouraged people to take
ence can stare into the eyes and lis- action by watching the "Burma
ten to the words of those directly Report: May 30 Incident" and talking about the issues.•
affected:
Witness works with other human
For more information on Witness,
rights groups, in this case Burma
Issues, and trains their activists on Burma Issues or to watch the docutechnical skills with the camera and mentaries, visit their web site:
social skills on how to help the sub- www. witness.org.

ALOHA PLUMBING

2004 ESCORTED TOURS
CANADIAN ROCKIES & EDMONTON (9 days) ........................... .....................JUNE 6
SUMMER BASEBALL TOUR (7 par1<s17 games + Cooperstown. 10 days) Onty a few - . teft .. .. .... .... AUG 6
MONTANA RAIL EXPLORER (GlacieriWaterton Nil Parks, 8 days) .......................... .. .. AUG 7
PRINCESS GR'EEK ISLES CRUISE (14 days via Star Princess) ....... .... ............... SEPT 24
BEST OF HOKKAIDOfTOHOKU (12 days) ...................................... ................ SEPT 26
CLASSIC NEW ENGLAND W/ Tauck Tours (7 days) ...... .. .......................... .. ........ OCT 9
JAPAN AUTUMN ADVENTURE ...... .. .............................................................. OCT 18
DISCOVER AUSTRALIA/NEW ZEALAND (Plus Ayers Rock, 20 days) ... ................. OCT 23
CALL OR WRITE TODAY FOR OUR FREE BROCHURES -

Tanaka Travel Service is a full service agency and can assist you in issuing
individual air tickets, cruise bookings, & other travel plans.

TANAKA TRAVEL SERVICE

44. O'Farrell St., San Francisco, CA 94.02
(4.5) 474-3900 or (800) 826-252.
CST #1005545-40

Lie. #440840
-SINCE 1922777 W. Mission Road
San Gabriel, CA 91778
(323) 283-0018

CI.AssiRED ADs
EMPLOYMENT

$250 to $500 a week
Will train to work at home
Helping the US Government
File HUD/FHA mortgage Refunds
No experience necessary
Call Toll Free 1-866-537-2906
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Cal~d;N'TY

Reservations: Garry Wada, 714/6815043.

GARDENA
Sat., June 5-Hana Uno Shepard
Memorial Scholarship and Fundraiser
Dance hosted by the Greater Los
Angeles Singles JACL; Nakaoka
Center; 162nd Street; Donation: $15.
Wo: Miyako Kadogawa, 310/8391194.

National
Wed., May 26-PBS Documentary,
"Sumo East and West," a rare inside
look at the cloistered world of sumo
wrestling. Check local TV listings for
time.
Thes. June 8-PBS Documentary,
"Japan: Memoirs of a Secret Empire,"
the unknown story of a mysterious
empire, its relationship to the West,
and the forging of a nation. Check
local TV listings for time.
Thes.-Sat., Aug. 10-I4-National
JACL 75th Anniversary Convention:
Waikiki, Hawaii. Honolulu chapter
hosts say, "Come early and enjoy an
extra day." .

East Coast
WASIllNGTON, D.C.
Thor., May 27-War Tune Story on
JAs in WWII; 4 p.m. Speakers include
• Grant Ichikawa (MIS), Norman Ikari
(442nd), and Jean Kariya (Internment
Camp Survivor). Franklin Odo moderates.Info: 2021357-2700.
Fri., May 28--Documentary screening, "A Tradition of Honor"; 2 p.m.;
Smithsonian mstitution Ripley Center
Lecture Hall; panel discussion follows
with Go for Broke Educational
Foundation producers Craig Yahata
and David Yoneshige and veterans of
the l00th Infantry Battalion, 442nd
RCT and MIS; limited seating - first
come, fust served. Info: 202n862409 or www.apa.si.edu.
Sat., May 29--Dedication of the
National World War n Memorial; 2
p.m.; Memorial honors all veterans of
the war, citizens on the home front,
and the nation at large.
Sun., May 3O-Annual Memorial
Day Service; Arlington National
Cemetery's Columbarium. Wo: Ellen
Williams, 301/587-6067 or Lily
Okura, 301/530-0945.
Sat., June 12-Lecture, Rituals in the
Buddhist Practice; 2 p.m.; Meyer
Auditorium; Reverand Kodani will
present an overview of the historical
development of rituals in ..Buddhist
practice, and the relevance of such rituals to day-to-day life in both a cultural as well as a religious context. Wo:
2021357-2700.

lWdwest
COLUMBUS, Ohio
Sat.-Sun., May 29-30-Asian Festival; Franklin Park Conservatory, 1777
E. Broad St. Info: http://asian-festi. val.org.

Interrnomtcin
SALT LAKE CITY
Thes., May 25-Welcome Reception
for Counsel-General of Japan Yuzo
Ota and Honor for Alice Kasai; 5:307 p.m. Wo: JACL Credit Union,
801/355-8040.
Sat., June 5-Tanoshimi No Yoru,
Salt Lake JACL chapter fundraiser;

SOUP TO SUSHI
(a special collection of favorite recipes)

New Deluxe 3-Ring
Binder Cookbook With
Over 750 Recipes

LOS ANGELES

PHOTO; PHIL NEE

The Grateful Crane Ensemble's Moonlight Serenaders will be performing "The Camp Dance: The Music & The Memories" in Northern
California. Cast members include (I-r) Kurt Kuniyoshi, Haruye loka,
Jason Fong, Keiko Kawashima and Darrell Kunitomi.
510/444-3911.
6:30 p.m.; Salt Lake City Buddhist
SAN FRANCISCO
Temple, 211 W. 100 South; Donation
Sat., June 5-'The Camp Dance: The
$10, includes dinner. Info or tickets:
Marc Stillman, stillman_marc@hot- . Music & The Memories; 1 p.m.;
Buddhist Church of San Francisco,
mail. com.
1881 Pine Street. $20, $12 for children
PaclTlC
12 and under. Tickets: Kimochi,
PORTLAND
415/931-2294.
Sat., May 22-Reception and Book
SAN JOSE
Signing, "Music for Alice" with
Sun., June 6-'The Camp Dance:
author Allen Say; 2 p.m.; NWNatural,
The Music & The Memories; 2 p.m.;
4th Floor Conference Room, 220 NW
San Jose Buddhist Church Betsuin,
2nd Ave.; Alice E. Sumida, the subject
640 N. Fifth St. $15. Tickets, Yu Ai
of the book, will also attend; hosted by
Kai,408/294-2505.
.
the Nikkei Legacy Center. Info:
Through June 3O-Exhibit, "1942:
503/224-1458.
Luggage From Home to Camp" by
SEATTLE
Flo Oy Wong; Japanese American
Mon., May 31-Nisei Veterans
Museum of San Jose; 535 N. Fifth St.
Committee Memorial Day Service;
Info: 408/294-3138; www.jarnsj.org.
10-11 a.m.; Lake View Cemetery,
Central
1554 15th Avenue East; guest speaker,
Tom Ikeda, Deosho Project; service
FRESNO
Fri., May 28-Groundbreaking of
will be in the northeast section of the
cemetery. Wo: Bob Kiga, 253/859- ' . Akira Yokomi Elementary School; 10
a.m. at Fresno and McKenzie. Wo:
5142.
559/434-1662.
Sun.-Mon., June 6-7-Fresno
HAYWARD
Buddhist Church Fundraiser; Sun. 1-4
Sun., June 6-52nd Annual JACL
p.m., Mon. 10-4 p.m.; Fresno Betsuin
Junior Olympics; Chabot College;
Buddhist Temple, 1340 Kern Street;
Entry deadline is May 7; age divisions
Eileen Sachiko Fitzpatrick is bringing
from 8 years and under with "open"
her
Spring/Summer
Sachiko
and "masters'" division available;
Collection of ladies fashions for a 2Sequoia JACL hosts. Info: Tom
day shopping event. A portion of the
Oshidari 4081257-5609 eveillngs,
sales will go towards the church's
650/623-1314 days or email toshibuilding fund. Info: Lee Ozaki,
dari@ditechcom.com
559/442-1978.

Northwest

Caiforria

Northern Caiforria

SACRAMENTO
Sat., June 12-'The Camp Dance:
The Music & The Memories; 2 p.m.;
Buddhist Church of Sacramento, 2401
Riverside Blvd. $15. Tickets: Tak Ito
or Meri Fong, 9161446-0121.

SAN FRANCISCO BAY AREA
Sun., June 6-Nikkei Widowed
Group Meeting; new members, men
and women, are welcome. Call for
meeting time and place: M. Kusaba,
415/333-5190, or Kay Yamamoto,

Annual
Suburban Optimist Club Youth
Recognition Night; 6:30 p.m.;
Holiday fun, Buena Park, 7000 Beach
Blvd; KTTV Fox l1's Jane
Yamamoto is scheduled speaker.

Wesley United Methodist Women
566 N. 5th Street
San Jose, CA 95112

FURNISHERS

4995 Stockton Boulevard
Sacramento, CA 95820
T (916) 452.3347
F (916) 452.6076

Sun., June 6-2004 Dr. Roy
Nishikawa PSW District Oratorical
Contest; 11:30 a.m.; Zamperini Field,
Torrance Municipal Airport, 3301
Airport Drive; Open to high school
students, age 16 or older, or full time
undergraduate college students. Must
be a JACL member before the competition. Deadline for entry is May 28.
Wo: Gerald Kato at the PSW District
office, 213/626-4471 oryouth@jaclpsw.org.

WEST COVINA
Sun., May 3O-Memorial Service to
honor War Veterans of the San Gabriel
Valley; 1 p.m.; East San Gabriel

www.jonsfurniture.com

Mark your calendars for

FLORIN ROAD TOYOTA

July 30-31, 2004
For more info call
800-544-8828

RON NAKANO
Sales Manager

1-800-952-5335

Designed & custom-created to eternally commemorate
your Issei forefathers in a uniquely "Japanese American" form

Complete library of Kamon references
~ ~.:R"
! Individualized Q & A sessions for learning
about your Kamon & Japanese surname through your J.A. Kamon.
!

Since 1972, we have been providing instruction / exhibits on the art of explicating what
your Kamon reveals through its design about your surname & Japanese history.

For further info. on our bronze l.A. Kamon, please contact:

Yoshida Kamon Art
P. O. Box 2958, Qardena, CA 90247-1158
(8 am -10 pm/PST)
NINA YOSHIDA, Translator

Arizona -.Nevada
LAS VEGAS
Sat., May 22-Las· Vegas JACL
Friendship Picnic; 11 a.m.-5 p.m.;
Floyd Lamb State Park; potluck, hamburgers, hot dogs, soft drinks, charcoal imd paper plates will be provided.
$6.parking. •

DEADLINE for Calendar is ·
the Friday before date of issue,
on a space-available basis.
Please provide the time and
place of the event, and name
and phone number (including
area code) of a contact person.

ANNOUNCEMENT
Earring Found
at NCWNP Dinner
An earring with pearls was
found at the NCWNP dinner at
the Blackhawk Museum. Call
Patty Wada, 415/345-1075 to
describe and claim. •

ANNOUNCEMENT
Seeking Fonner
ResidentsIWorkers from
Mandeville Island
Madeleine and Tupper Blake
are working on a book about
Mandeville Island in the Delta
near Stockton, Calif. The book
will be about the people and the
environment, and will include
stories and photos. They will be
completing it in mid-July. they
want to hear from Japanese
Americans who lived or worked
there, and who would be willing
to share photos and stories about
life on the Island. Please call
Madeleine at 415/663-8331 or
email her at MGBPhoto@horizoncable.com or write to her at
P.O. Box 152, Inverness, CA
94937. •

Los Angeles
,Japanese Casualty
Insurance Assn.

COMPLETE INSURANCE
PROTECTION
99 S. Lake Ave., Pasadena 91101
Suite 300
(626) 795-7059
Lic# 0175794

Ota Insurance Agency, Inc.
35 N. Lake Ave., Pasadena 91101
Suite 250
(626) 795-6205
Lic# 0542395

Kagawa Insurance Agency, Inc.
420 E. Third St., Los Angeles 90013
Suite 901
(213) 628-1800
Lic# 0542624

J. Morey Company, Inc.
One Centerpointe Drive, La Palma 90623
Suite 260
(714) 562-5910
Lic# 0655907

Ogino-Aizumi Insurance Agency
1818 W. Beverly BI., Montebello 90640
(323) 728-7488
Lic# 0606452

Suite 210

Tsuneishi Insurance Agency, Inc.

K AM 0 N

J. A. *~

Mme. KEI YOSHIDA, Researcher/Instructor

TORRANCE

3rd Annual JACL
Credit Union
Volleyball
Tournament

Jon's Home

Original Handcast Bronze

(213) 629-2848

PASADENA ·
Through June 2O-Exhibit, "Kampail The Arts of Japanese Sake";
Pacific Asia Museum, 46 N. Robles
Ave.; explores the history of sake and
the religious and social significance of
Japanese rice wine; featuring sculp.ture, ceramics, lacquer ware, paintings,
prints. Info: 626/449-2742 ext. 19;
www.pacificasiamuseum.org.

WESTMINSTER
Mon., May 31-Nisei VFW Post
3670 Memorial Day Service; 3:30
p.m.; Westminster Memorial Park,
14801 Beach Blvd.; Guest speaker:
George Grupe, ill, military pilot-pauiot and research historial. Info: Deen
Matsuzawa, 714/826-2425, Norio
Uyematsu, 7141281-1155 or Bob
Wada,714/992-5461.

FIA Insurance Services, Inc.

3800 FLORIN ROAD
SACRAMENTO, CA 95823

$25 (plus $4 handling)

**isJ.B3A.*~)(:Ji

Southern Caiforria
BUENA PARK
Fri., June 11-38th

Through May 23-Takusen mouye
Calligraphy Exhibition; George J.
Doizaki Gallery at JACCC, 244 S.
San Pedro St.; Tues.-Fri. noon-5 p.m.,
Sat.-Sun. 11-4 p.m. Free. Info:
213/628-2725.
Sun., May 23-Novelistlplaywright
Perry Miyake will read from his
novel, "21st Century Manzanar"; 2
p.m.; JANM, 369 E. 1st St.; $6 for
non-members. Parking in adjacent
lots.
Sat., May 29--Pre-Memorial Day
service; 11 a.m.; JACCC, 244 S. San
Pedro St.; Yoko Nakamura, mother of
Nikkei soldier paul Nakamura, will
represent the Gold Star Mothers with a
floral tribute; sponsored by JAKWV,
AJAWWll Memorial Alliance and the
JAVV.Info: Victor Muraoka, 818/3684113 or Bob Wada, 7141992-5461.
Sun.,
June
6-Aug.
1"Through My Father's Eyes: The
Filipino American Photographs of
Ricardo Ocreto Alvarado"; UCLA
Fowler Museum; Free; Parking: $7 in
LotA. Info: 310/825-4361.
Thur., June 100JACCC's 24th
Anniversary Dinner; George and
Sakaye Aratani / Japan America
Theater; Honoring the Honorable A.G.
Kawamura and Noritoshi Kanai. Info
or
tickets:
213/628-2725
or
ac@jaccc.org.

Valley Japanese Community Center
courtyard, 1203 W. Puente Avenue,
West Covina. Info: 626/960-2566.

367 Van Ness Way, Torrance 90501
Suite 611
(310) 533-8877
L~rn

the beSt waY$ to

improv. your Estate
Plan, " ~d
..void tile
most coml1lOft mistakes
when inv~g
for
retirement. Pass your
assets to your heirs
with a minimum of
taxes when your estate
is over $100,000.

Lic# 0599528

Sato Insurance Agency, Inc.
420 Boyd St, Los Angeles 90013
(213) 680-4190
Lic# 0444090

Suite 4F

Quality Insurance Service, Inc
dba: T. Roy Iwami & Associates
241 E. Pomona Blvd., Monterey Park 91754
. (323) 727·7755
Lic# 0638513

Charles M. Kamiya & Sons, Inc.
DBA Kenneth M. Kamiya Ins.
373 Van Ness Ave., Torrance 90501
Suite 200
(310) 781-2066
Lic# 0207119

Frank M. Iwasaki - OBA
Insura~e

121 N. Woodburn Drive, Los Angeles 90049
(323) 879-2184
Lic# 0041676
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Ichikawa and Cindy (Yoshiyuki)
Sakaguchi; sister Ruby (Kay) Kitsuta;
5 gc.; and 3 ggc.

ObituaRies
All the towns are in California except as noted.

Abe, Toshio William, 84,
Bloomington, Minn., April 18; wwn
Veteran, San Diego native; survived
by wife Mary; daughter Jo Ann (Wes)
Toy; sons Tony, Matt (Lynn) and
Mark; and 4 gc.
This compilation appears on a space·
available basis at no cost. Printed obituaries from your newspaper are welcome.
"Death Notices," which appear in a timely
manner at request of the family or funeral
director, are published at the rate of $15
per column inch. Text is reworded as necessary.

Hada, Tsutomu Tom, 84,
Gardena, March 17; Lincoln, Neb.born; survived by daughter Chiyo
Jane (Hiromi) Otomori; son Lawrence Hisao (Susan) Hada; 4. gc.;
brother Isamu Hada and sister Hisaye

Helen Hiyoshida.
Hanada, Hatsuji, 80, Seattle,
March 24; Veteran; survived by wife
Peggy; sons Doug (Joanne), Ronald
(Marie), and Terry; daughter Alecia; 5
gc.; brother Peter (Miyuki); sister
Mary Akada; and sister-in-law Fumi
Hanada.
Honda, Shin, 68, Pasadena, March
24; Gunma-Ken, Japan-born; survived by wife Setsuko, son Nobuo,
daughters Risa and Aki, mother
Tomoyo of Japan, brother Takeshi
(Michiko) of Japan and sister Hiroko
(Toshitaka) Akamatsu of Japan.
Izawa, Betsy Tokiko, 87,
Torrance, March 24; Seattle-bom
Nisei; survived by husband Sho;
daughters Yoshiko (Hirotoshi)

IN MEMORIAM

Mary Miyashita, Fundraiser for
Democratic Party, Passes Away at 83
Mary Miyashita, a fundraiser and
campaigner for the Democratic
National Party for five decades
passed away
April 27 in'
Whittier, Calif.
after a long
battle
with
cancer.
Miyashita .
was born in
Los Angeles
and was interned at Gila Bend, Ariz.
during World War II. In addition to
her political activities, she participated in demonstrations for civil
rights, education, and farmworkers.
Miyashita was a Democratic

National Convention delegate eight
times from 1972 to 2000 and often
held fundraisers in her own backyard, sometimes hosting up to 1,000
.
people. '
She was a longtime friend of the
Kennedy family and campaigned
for Sen. Robert F. Kennedy's presidential bid in 1968. She was
babysitting some of his kids the
night he was shot to death at L.A.'s
Ambassador Hotel.
Miyashita also campaigned for
former President Bill Clinton and
staunchly defended John .Huang
during the 1996 presidential campaign fundraising scandal. •

and 3 gc.

and Sunnie Umemoto.

Takakawa, Kiyoko, 88, Gardena,
March 20; Hilo, Hawaii-born Nisei;
survived by sons Allen, Curtis, Edward (Rose) and Paul Takakawa;
daughters Patricia A. Takakawa and
Irene (Ken) Shimamoto; 3 gc. and 1
ggc.

Yamamoto, Harry K., 83,
Spokane, Wash., Nov. 23, 2003;
100/442 member; survived by wife
Yoshiko Hayashi; stepdaughter Jan
Miyamae; stepson Don Miyamae; 3
stepgc.; 2 step ggc; sisters Kimi
Teraoka, Grace Katahira and Tillie
Maruyama; and brothers John and
Dave.

Kadoguchi, Dora Tsuyuno, 84,
Gardena, March 19; South Kona,
.Hawaii-born Nisei; survived by sons
Larry Akahoshi, James (patricia)
Kadoguchi, Ronald (Kathleen) and
Edward (Virginia) Kadoguchi;
Umemoto, Tosh, 77, Wapato,
daughters Shirley (Craig) Watanabe, ' Wash., March 31; Veteran; survived
Janie (Eugene) Terao and Gayle by wife Maye; daughters Jana (Kyle)
(Aetcher) Forte; 13 gc.; 6 g~.;
broth- Wakasugi, Judi (Ted) Tsuchida, Tami
er Suenori Akahoshi of Hawaii and Wakasugi and TIna (Craig) Fujii; 7
sister Sueno (Clyde) Milam of gc.; brothers Mas (Ruth) and Harry
Mississippi.
(Kiyo); and sisters Pat Namekawa
Kinjo, Tosh, 79, Arcadia, March
DEATH NOTICE
21; Califomia-bom; survived by wife
cmSAKO UYEHARA
Tae; brothers Isamu (Shizuko), Mas
Passed away on May 7 at age 86. She
(Millie) and Hiro Kinjo, and sister
is survived by her husband of 58 years,
Nobuko (Sam) Adachi.
Otto A. Uyehara, her son, Otto Kenneth
Uyehara, her daughters, Susan 1.
Kojima, Ted Terumasa, 88,
Schultheiss
and Emi R. Uyehara (Pablo
Newport Beach, March 27; Seattle,
Stewart), grandchildren: Michael C.
Wash.-bom Nisei Veteran; survived
Schultheiss (Kristine), Elizabeth A.
by wife Dorothy; son Don (Susan);
Schultheiss, Kiki Stewart, Mika Stewart,
Ben Stewart and her brother, Dr. George
and 1 gc.
M. Sudit (Sumi). She graduated from
Nakano, Fred Yeichi, 86, Seattle,
Fresno State College with a B.A. in
April 3; Los Angeles-born, MIS
Accounting in 1939. She married Otto on
Aug. 12, 1945. She was a wonderful wife,
member; survived by daughter Nyla;
mother, grandmother, sister and friend
sister Aiko Wakita; and brother Ryo.
who will be missed by all whose lives she
Okuda, Noboru, 77, Los Angeles,
touched. A memorial service was held
May 14. Donations may be made "In
March 24; survived by wife Takako;
Memory of Chisako Uyehara" to the
daughter Linda; son David (Kris); 3
Arthritis Foundation, 4311 Wilshire
gc.; brother Jack (Sakae); and sister
Blvd., Ste. 530, Los Angeles, CA 90010
Nancy (Aram) Haroutunian.
Shinoda, Mary Kazuko, 74,
Saugus, March 27; Vista-born Nisei;
survived by husband Seiichi; daughters Diana (Steve) Furuyama, Janice
(Tom) Nagatoshl and Nancy (John)
Hicks; 8 gc.; sister Eleanor (Kazu)
Sasai; and brothers Hideo (Fran), Ted
(Marge) and Fred.

Yamanaka, Yuriko, 89, survived
by sons Kenneth and Oran; daughterin-law Suzanne; sisters Marion Nishi
and Margaret Ikeda; and 3 gc.
Yokoe, Helen, 83, Culver City,
March 27; Honolulu-born Nisei; survived by daughter Stephanie (Jim)
Phelps;
step-daughter
Jo-Dell
(Motomi) Arao; 1 gc.; 4 step-gc.;
brother Laurence (Anne) Yamaguchi;
and sisters Betty Segrin, Mary and
Hilda Kikukawa.•

Whereabouts Is free of charge and
run on a space-available baSts.

IDAHAYASm

Ida Sigelkoff of Berkeley, Calif. is
searching for Ida Hayashi. Both
were third graders at Whittier
Tabata, Jimmie, 87, Pacific' Elementary School in Berkeley
Grove, May 10; Monterey-born, until the attack on Pearl Harbor.
Jerome internee; survived by wife With information, contact Ms.
Cedar; sons James, Jr. and Thomas; Sigelkoff at 510/845-5293.

F.D.L. #929

911 VENICE BLVD.
LOS ANGELES, CA 90015
(213) 749-1449
FAX (213) 749-0265
R. Hayamizu. Presidellt
H. Suzuki. VP.IGell. Mgl:

!~
~

FD#808

•

707 East Temple Street
Los Angeles, CA 90012

Gerald Fukui
President

Ph. 2131626-0441
Fax 213/617-2781

:CanMakeA
Announcing oor Home Banking .•• you can now manage
your accounts and pay bills using the internet. With the click
"of a mouse ):ou can access all your, accounts .... oP,en new
accounts ... check balances ... pay bills ... tran$fer funds ...
order statements, checks etc., etc.
State-of-the-art security features will keep all of your account
information secure. So enjoy the convenience of bOnking from
your home or office, and discover the difference that Home
,,".J Banking can make. Log on and ioin in.
~;:

The Internet
."•• not iust for ~-mail
:::,

? a~ymore

,"',:

"

National JACL Cr.edit Union
..
~

242 South 400East • Salt Lake City • UT 84110 • PIIQne;"SOO-544-8828
Equal

Can Make A Difference In Your

'~Ity

Len(l$r

;-

-

12
YO-YO

PACIFIC CITIZEN, MAy 21-JUNE 3, 2004

(Continued from page 1)
nique tips with pragmatic advice
about seriously becoming a yo-yoist:
Keep your day job.

Pacific Citizen: When did you
receive your first yo-yo? Was it
love at first sight?
Hironori Mii: When I was little, I
played with cheap yo-yos which didn't work well - like toys in souvenir stores. My first actual working
yo-yo was the "Yo-Yo with a Brain"
from Yomega. This yo-yo would
come back to your hand automatically when the spinning power was
weak. It is a really nice yo-yo for
beginners.
.PC: When did you realize you

had a talent for yo-yoing and
wanted to make a living off of it?
11M: I don't think I have a talent
for yo-yoing; I just like it. I don't
make a living off of yo-yoing. I work
for a yo-yo distribution company in
Japan. You can't make much money
just playing yo-yo. You should know
other things like business webdesign, retailing, importing and marketing.
PC: Are your parents support-

ive of your yo-yo ambitions?
11M: I am one of the best competitors in yo-yo contests. My parents didn't object to my decision.
They respect and understand my
choices.
PC: Did someone teach you yo-

yo tricks or did you learn everything on your own? Do you have a
yo-yo role model?
11M: I learned some tricks from
books, videos, and my friends. Also,
I created some tricks. I don't have
any role model as a yo-yo player. I
am l"l1e best in the world. I have some
favorite players though.

PC: Were you a good student or
did you ditch class a lot to play
with your yo-yo in the back alley?

11M: Not really. With good skills,
you won't hurt anyone.
PC: What other goals have you

11M: When I was a high school
student I overslept a lot on school
days because I was tired from weekend yo-yo events. But now that I am
in college, I am a good student.
PC: Did you attract a lot of girls

set for yourself?

ever be popular again?
11M: Yes. Yo-Yos will come
back.
PC: Is yo-yoing a sport or a

11M: Maybe yes. Girls.like to see
the tricks.
PC: Did you really hitchhike

hobby?
11M: A yo-yo is a toy, a sport, a
perfonnance, a science, a memorabilia, a relaxation item, a communication tool, a friend -It can be any-

through the United States to compete in all the yo-yo hot spots?
Where is the best place to be a yoyoist?

thing.
PC: Why aren't there any good
female yo-yoers?

11M: No. I used airplanes to get
around. Ijust visited some yo-y? hot
spots. I started in Southern
California, drove down to florida,
then to Kansas City, Minnesota, San
Francisco and Chico. The best place
to be a yo-yoist is Chico.
PC: Is yo-yoing more accepted

11M: Yes, there are. Th~
1998
World Champ is a girl. But mostly
boys play. Maybe it is too simple for
girls.
PC: What is your advice to

aspiring yo-yoists out there?
11M: All you need to do is practice.
PC: H you can't do yo-yo what

in Japan than in the United
States? Can you make more
money as a yo-yoist in Japan or
the .United States? Which city tips
the best?

would you do?
11M: I would work to promote
yo-yoing.
PC: H you could compete with

any other yo-yoer, who would it
be?
.IIM: Joel Zink, 1999 World lA
champion . •

1........ ·.... ·............ ·................................ ·...... ·1

pc: Do you have a signature or
favorite trick?

1

11M: Off string is my style.
PC: One of our staff members

1

nearly put someone in a coma

(Continued from page 1)

11M: I want to make yo-yoing
bigger and more popular.
PC: DO you think yo-yos will

with your yo-yo tricks? Is the yoyo a chick magnet?

11M: The United States has a
longer history because of Duncan
yo-yos. Americans understand and
accept yo-yoing more. I think you
can make more money in the United
States with the yo-yo too, but I have
never performed for tips on a street.

SWIMWEAR

Agree?
-Disagree?
Opinions?
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Get your voice in
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We Can Make A
Difference In Your Life
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Avenue, Henry Bendel, Barney's,
Neiman Marcus, and Bloomingdales.
The groups are also encouraging
Buddhists to contact their representatives and senators to inform them of
their displeasure with OndadeMar and
Victoria's Secret.
"We need to let [OndadeMar and
Victoria's Secret] be more sensitive to
how we feel," said Rev. Umezu, who
sees similarities between the current
situation and the complaint launched
against Macy's recently after the
department store carried boxer briefs
with the image of Buddha and the
words, "Rub me for luck." The
Buddhist Churches of America plans
to write letters of concern to both companies, he said, letters similar to those
sent to Macy's.
Both Trang and Rev. Umezu believe
that such a use of religious imagery
would never have been used if it were
Christianity or Islam. "1 do not believe
that this would occur with any other
religious images. They would never
have put images of Jesus nor Allah on
the same spot of swimwear," said
Trang.
Victoria's Secret did not respond to
a request for an interview but Anthony
Hebron, vice president of external
communications for Limited Brands,
Inc., sent Pacific Citizen a standard letter the company has been sending to
individuals concerned about the
Buddha swimwear.
"Limited Brands, Inc. and Victoria's
Secret sincerely apologize and regret
that the company has inadvertently
offended any person, or group of persons with the sale of the Floral
Tankini. There was absolutely no
intention of showing any disrespect to
Lord Buddha or Buddhism," the letter
states.

But in a separate letter from Iris I., a
Victoria's Secret client services representative, the company denies that the
images on the suit are those of
Buddha. "Based on the information
provided to us by our merchandise
department, we do not believe that the
personage depicted on the tankini is
Buddha."
In both letters, Victoria's Secret
notes that they did not manufacture the
$wimsut~
shifting the blame to
OndadeMar.
Trang does not consider the above
statements to be an official apology
and will continue to press Victoria's
Secret. 'They do not sound apologetic
but want to pass the responsibilities
onto OndadeMar," she ,said. 'They
denied that the picture in the swimsuit
is Buddha. Not only .that, they said
'We are not responsible for it.,n
OndadeMar did not respond to
inquiries from P.c. But in an e-mail
response to Trang's complaint,
OndadeMar President Pily Queipo
explained, "It is never our intent to
offend a customer by the nature or
content of our merchandise. We regret
very much if we have offended anyone
with our design and would like to
apologize for this. We thought of it as
something beautiful, never disrespectful."
Ken Inouye, JACL vice president of
public affairs, believes Buddhists
should continue their protest of these
two companies for portraying Buddha
in an offensive manner.
'The stores must issue a formal
apology, and recall the products, in
order to acknowledge the fact that they
sold a product that was offensive and
culturally insensitive," he said. "In
addition, the stores should state that
they are going to adopt a corporate
policy which would preclude them
from selling such products in the
future." •
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When you want an auto loan, come to National '
JACL Credit Union because financina is our specialty.
We offer you competitive rates and flexible terms tflat
will help you drive a better bargain. We help' you buy
the rigllt car at the right price by arranging ihe
financing in advance.
So before you go to buy that new or used car, come
see our Loan Representatives for a deal that can make
your dreams come true.
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••• Start Driving!
Our Car Loan As Low As 4.6%

Stop

National JACL Credit Union
242 SoP:th 400East.,Salt lake City • UT 84110 • Phone: 800-5M-8828
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