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Culture is Skin Deep 

Tattoos with Asian writing 
is a fashion must-have, but 
does it symbolize cultural 
insensitivity? 

By LYNDA LIN 
Assistant Editor 

Sorrre people describe the act of 

plungillg a needle into flesh to cre­

ate a pennanent tattoo as nothin.g 

short of being a divine experience. 

The joining of man, art and culture 

in one sharp point hearkens to tradi­

tional tribal tattooing rituals of the 

SPRING CAMPAIGN 

A Quality Paper 
Despite the Hurdles 
By' ANDREA K. PARKER 

MPDC P.e. Ed. Rep. . 

I began my last -Pacific Citizen 

article by describmg a scene of me 

opening the front door of my apart­

ment and pick­

ing up a copy 

of The Daily . 

Iowan (Dl) 

from my front 

porch. 

I do this 

EVERY mom­

ing of the 

week. The DI is delivered free of 

charge to all University oflowa stu­

dents, . so I read it out of conven­

ience. 

I only receive the P. C. every other 

See SPRING CAMPAIGN! page 2 

Ink in the Skin: 

Megan Carriero had 

her Korean name, 
. which means "Silky 

Girl;' tattooed on her 

back as a reminder 

of her heritage. 

Many young people 

are following the fad 

to get tattoos with 

Asian writing etched 

on their bodies. 

past, but the only difference is that 

these days, rituals are being 

replaced with convenience. People 

can now walk into nearly any tattoo 

shop and pick out a cultural identity 

of their choice and spell it out on 

their skin, all within 30 minutes or 

less. 

The popularity of Asian-influ­

enced tattoos in the mainstream is 

undeniable - dragons and swords 

have been a fashion staple for years, 

but a new wave of interest in tattoos 

with Asian writing, characters or 

words have created a veritable 

alphabet soup out of ink and flesh. 

Some of the more common tat­

toos involve words of empower­

ment spelled out in Chinese charac­

ters that mean "strength" or in 

Japanese kanji like current Denver 

Nugget's star Marcus Camby's 

proclamation of "to strive" on his 

right arm. 

'''The use of kanji has always been 

popUlar since the . 1980s because 

there's always a desire for some­

thing different. It's the allure of 

exoticism," said San Jose-based tat­

too artist Horitaka. 

But like Asian-influenced cloth­

ing, tattoos with Asian characters 

are saturating pop culture and 

becoming the latest fad for cultural 

consumption. Vending machines 

dispense ' temporary tattoos with 

Chinese writing for children and 

neighborhood walk-in tattoo shops 

carry a large selection of Asian char­

acters. 

The most popular fonn of tattoos 

See SKIN DEEPI page 12 
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Parcells Use of 'Jap' Highlights Continued 
Efforts to Rid Texas of Racist Road Names 
By CAROLINE AOYAGI 

Executive Editor 

Dallas Cowboys head football 

coach Bill Parcells lias seen his 

name in more than a few headlines 

lately with 

his recent use 

of a racial 

slur to 

describe sur­

prise attack 

plays his 

team has 

coined "Jap plays." 

Parcells and the Dallas 

Cowboys have since apologized 

for the coach's use of the slur but 

Japanese Americans across thf? 

country have noticed that this 

recent incident has strik:i!Jg simi­

larities with efforts to rid the state 

of Texas of racist road names like 

"Jap Road" and "Jap Lane." 

"It's one thing if this were a slip 

of the tongue, but it's a totally dif­

ferent matter. when [parcells] uses 

that word deliberately, knowing 

that it's offensive and a racial slur," 

said John Tateishi, JACL executive 

director. "It disturbs me deeply that 

he felt Japanese Americans are so 

inconsequential that he could use 

such an insulting 

word and get away 

with it because we 

don't matter." 

"[Parcells] proba­

bly was not realizing 

that he was being a 

racist by 

using a 

w 0 r d 

that he 

thought was' 

acceptable," said 

George Hirasaki, a 

Texan who has been fighting for 

the road name changes. '''The resi­

dents of 'Jap Road' also said that 

they meant no offense by using the 

. word. They believe saying, 'no 

offense' makes it OK." 

Parcells was speaking at a press 

conference June 7 when he used the 

racial slur "Jap" to describe a play 

used by his coaching staff. He was 

apparently referring to Japan's 

attack on Pearl Harbor during World 

War n in 1941. 

''You've got to keep an eye on 

those two, because they're going 

to try to get the upper hand," 

Parcells said about Sean Payton 

and Mike Zimmer 

during the team's 

recent rninicamp. 

"Mike wants 

the defense 

to do well, 

and Sean, 

he's going 

to have a 

few ... no 

disre­

spect for 

the Orientals, 

but what we call 

Jap plays. OK, sur­

prise things." After 

making his com­

ments he repeated, 

''No disrespect to anyone." 

Shortly after the incident was 

reported in several news outlets, 

the Dallas Cowboys organization 

issued a statement of apology. 

Parcells also apologized saying, "I 

made a very inappropriate refer-

See PARCELLSI page 8 

JA Community Remembers President 
who Signed Historic Redress Bill 

U.S. President· Ronald Reagan celebrates with Sens. and Reps. during a signing ceremony in' the Old 

Executive Office Building in Washington, D.C., Aug. 10, 1988. President Reagan signed into law legisla­

tion making moral and financial amends to Japanese Americans kept in U.S. internment camps during 

World War II. From left to right are, Sen. Spark Matsunaga, D-Hawaii; Rep. Patricia Saiki, R-Hawaii; Sen. 

Pete Wilson, R-Calif.; Don Young, R-Alaska; and Robert Matsui, D-California. (AP Photo) 

By Pacific Citizen Staff 

_ As' the nation mourned the pass­

ing of the 40th U.S. President, 

Japanese Americans across the 

country remembered Ronald 

Reagan as the President who signed 

the historic redress bill. 

Reagan passed away June 5 at the 

age .of93 after a lengthy battle with 

Alzheimer's disease. 

'''The lasting legacy of Ronald 

Reagan for the Japanese American 

community will always be that he 

was the president who signed the 

Civil Liberties Act, the redress bill," 

said John Tateishi, JACL executive 

director who served as JACL's 

redress director during the 80s. "It's 

a significant act on his part and he'll 

be remembered for providing a clos­

. ing of the final chapter on the World 

War II internment episode." 

It was on Aug. 10, 1988, that 

Reagan signed his name on HR 422, 

the historic Civil Liberties Bill, 

offering an official government 

apology and redress payments of 

$20,000 to each surviving JA who 

See REAGAN! page 11 
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SPRING 
CAMPAIGN 

cles of the same qUality .and caliber 

of the P.e. staff's writing in my own 

school's newspaper. While both 

papers have specific audiences (the 

P.e. s being JACL members and the 

DIs being university students and 

staff), and are therefore more limited 

in article selection, the P. e. does a 

much better job of being well-round­

ed and up-to-date than the DI does. 

WWII Veterans Suppo'rt 

(Continued from page 1) 
. Name Changes in Texas 

Monday, and that comes by way of 

my mailbox, not my front porch. Yet 

despite the less frequent (and some­

what less desirable type of) delivery, 

I much prefer this newspaper of the 

JACL over my own college's award 

-winning publication. 

I eagerly await the arrival and get 

more fulfillment out of reading the 

JACL's semi-monthly paper than I 

do by reading, day after day, the 

University of Iowa's newspaper. 

True, they are hard to compare 

because both are of much different 

content, with very different audience 

aims, but I can tell you as an experi­

enced student studying journalism, 

that the quality of the P. e. is much 

better than the Daily Iowan. 

In the three years that I have been 

at the University of Iowa, the DI has 

looked identical through every issue 

I've read ... from font and flag style, 

to sections and layout designs. It has 

gotten quite mundane to see the 

exact same formula used over and 

over again for a daily paPer. 

And as most of you can see, the 

P.C. has recently undergone a 

tremendous makeover in its visual 

appeal. The changes that were made 

to update the layouts and styles of 

the headlines, photos, etc. of the 

paper have done wonders for it. 

The P.e. is now much more mod­

ern, and looks more competitive 

among its peers in the world of print 

journalism. From what I have been 

studying, it takes a lot to completely 

re-do a paper like the P. e. staff has 

done. 

In addition to the paper's visual 

appearance, I consider the P. e. supe­

rior to the Dl in other aspects as well 

... especially when it comes to the 

writing and variety of stories cov­

ered. 

I would give anything to read arti-

The DI has a staff of over 25 peo­

ple, not including all of the interns, 

reporters and freelance writers they 

sometimes employ. The P.e. has 

only three full-time staff and one 

part-tirner. Yet they produce a better 

paper than that of the Dl. 

For the past few months, the 

P.e's readership has been informed 

of the need to "save" the paper. 

You've been told terrible tales of all 

the woes the P.e. staff has had to 

overcome in order to publish. I'm 

not going to re-hash all of the details, 

but instead, I'll reiterate and point 

out that DESPITE all of those hur­

dles that have been put in front of 

them, the staff at the P. e. has been 

amazing. And the product that 

they're putting out for the JACL is 

exceptional under the circurn­

stances. 

Obviously, it says something 

about the P. e. when a student of 

journalism would prefer it as an 

entire publication over her own 

school's newspaper. This sharing of 

my comparison between the two 

papers is just my own way of show­

ing how important the P. e. is, not 

only to me, but to all who read it and 

to the world of journalism as a 

whole. 

For all of you who haven't done' 

so yet, please consider this last 

request to donate to the Spring 

Campaign. If I feel that the P. e. is 

worth this much in my life, you all ' 

should value it too. Show your sup­

port by giving back to a fabulous 

paper so it can continue to work 

wonders for its readers .• 

.-----------------------------------~-

SPRING CAMPAIGN 
Your donation will go towards the continuous 
operation of the Pacific Citizen. 

o $50 0 $100 0 $200 0 Other 

NAM~ __ --~~~~~~~--~-4~~~~~~~~_=~ 

ADDRESS: ~~~hri~~~~--~---L~~+-~-J~~~--
CITY: __________________ __ 

CHAPTER: ______ ~ __________________________ ~ ____ __ 

MAIL TO: Pacific Citizen. 7 Cupania Circle. Monterey Park, CA 91755 

WHILE SUPPLIES LAST! 
For donations of ~100-$199, you will receive a copy 
of P~te Hlronak~ s. poster "Nisei" or "Forgotten Valor" 
stamng ~ne NishIkawa. Please specify preference. 
For donations of $200 or more, you will receive an 
autographed and numbered poster. 

-----------~-------------------------

Honorable Commissioners of 

Jefferson County, Texas, 

We three Japanese American 

World War II veterans were inter-

. viewed by the New York TImes May 

29 because of the newsworthy sto­

ries we had to tell. We served our 

country as Americans despite· the 

fact that our parents remained 

behind barbed wire in concentration 

camps categorized as enemy aliens. 

We gave our best to prove we are 

loyal Americans, sometirnes at a 

tremendous cost, such as the 800 

plus casualties. suffered by the 

l00th/442nd Regimental Combat 

Team in rescuing the 211 members 

of the "Lost Battalion" of the 36th 

Texas Division 

After Pearl Harbor in 1941, we 

were subjected to a barrage of racial 

slurs; one of the most stinging slurs 

is "Jap," making -no distinction 

between the enemy and us who were 

American-born Americans like you. 

We became highly sensitized to the 

use of the word "Jap", which we 

regard as offensive, insulting and 

demeaning. The U.S. Congress 

passed Resolution 290 in July 1986 

stating that the word "Jap" is racial­

ly derogatory and is offensive. In 
addition, on Oct. 21, 1963, one 

month before President John F. 

Kennedy was assassinated in Texas, 

Governor John Connally made all 

members of the 442nd ReT hon­

orary citizens of Texas, in his show 

of appreciation for the rescue of 211 

members of the Texas "Lost 

Battalion." 

While the original intent of nam­

ing the street "Jap Road" rriay have 

been a gesture of honoring the 

Japanese residents there, the word 

"Jap," during wwn, evolved into an 

insulting and offensive word. 

Therefore, isn't it about tirne for the 

Texans to recognize the current 

offensive flavor of the word ."Jap" 

and change it to something which 

would truly reflects the original 

intent of naming a street to honor the 

early Japanese pioneers? As JA vet­

erans of wwn, who proved beyond 

any doubt where our loyalties lie, 

our wartime actions helped erase 

most vestiges of racial slurs and dis­

crimination against JAs. Although 

we realize it was the intent of the 

early settlers to honor the Japanese, 

the "Jap Road" today brings back 

very unpleasant memories of the dis­

criminatory treatment we received 

including incarceration in concentra­

tion camps, during the war years. 

We, three WWII JA veterans, 
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therefore respectfully request you 

change the name of "Jap Road" to a 

name which truly honors the JA 

families, some of whom made the 

sacrifice of giving up their sons dUr­

ing wwn for the United States. 

Saburo Tanamachi, from your area 

of Texas, was killed in action on Oct. 

. 29, . 1944, during the rescue of 

Texas's Lost Battalion on Hill 617 in 

the Vosges Forest near Biffontaine, 

France. Saburo attended Beaurnont 

Elementary School, Beaumont 

~unior School and Brownsville High 

School. Saburo was posthumously 

awarded the Silver Star, Purple 

Heart and Combat Infantryman's 

Badge. He was buried with full hon­

ors at the Arlington National 

Cemetery near Washington, D.C. 

Honor Saburo Tanamachi, who 

made the supreme sacrifice, by 

changing the street name from "Jap 

Road" to a name which Saburo 

would have been proud to mention. 

~1~ 
wwn Veteran MIS 

t;uute ~944~ 
wwn Veteran, 

Merrills Marauders 

{kIe1~ 
wwn Veteran, 

522nd FA of 442nd ReT 

o 

Thanks :) 

Just got hold of my latest P.e. 

(May 7-20) I would be one of those 

APA "dignitaries" who got her four­

letter name mangled by the Tai 

1\vins. I've been doing this job for 

four years and I've never heard my 

name like that. And now I've been 

cursed with a new chant whenever I 

enter a room... ''Toga. Toga. 

Toga ... " 

Thanks for saying what was on all 

of our minds! 

Staeetf 7tJa'4 
Senior Field Representative for 

Assemblyman George Nakano 

o 

A BitToo Revealing 
Concerning the article on 

Michelle Wie in the June 4-17 issue 

of the Pacific Citizen. I may be a 

prude or old fashion, but a 14-year­

old in that revealing dress seems a 

. little much. 

PuH~ 
Manhattan Beach, Calif. 

. PACIFIC CITIZEN 

7 Cupania Circle 
Monterey Park, CA 91755 

. fax: 3231725-0064 
e-mail: paccit@aol.com 

* Except for the National Director's 
Report, news and the views 
expressed by columnists do not nec­
essarily reflect JACL policy. The 
columns are the personal opinion of 
the writers. 
?I, "Voices" reflect the active, public 
discussion within JACL of a wide 
range of ideas and issues, though 
they may not reflect the viewpoint of 
the editorial board of the Pacific 
Citizen. 
* "Short expressions" on public 
issues, usually one or two para­
graphs, should include signature, 
address and daytime phone number. 
Because of space limitations, letters 
are subject to abridgement. Although 
we are unable to print all the letters we 
receive, we appreciate the interest 
and views of those who take the time 
to send us their comments. 
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Vets Commemorate 5th Anniversary of Go For Broke Monument 
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Assembly Ceremony to Honor 
Former Accused Spy Canceled 
By Associated Press 

and P.e. Staff 

SACRAMENTO, Calif.-An· 

Assembly ceremony to honor for­

mer accused spy Wen Ho Lee was 

called off after a group of 

Republican lawmakers threatened 

to fight the event. 

group?s "inflammatory remarks" in. 
the June 4 article. They said they 

canceled the ceremony to spare Lee 

from an "awkward situation." 

The Asian legislative caucus had 

planned to honor Lee on the floor of 

I the Assembly's Lower House on 

June 7 for his courage while facing 

spy accusations four years ago. 

"Dr. Lee has already been victim­

ized by an overzealous prosecution 

by the government and I do not 

want him to be brutally victimized 

again;" said Judy Chu, D-Monterey 

Park, chairwoman of the caucus. 

The Asian caucus later privately 

honored Lee with a "profIle in 

courage" award. 

"Dr Wen Ho Lee's courage in the 

face of such overwhelming persecu­

tion inspired Asian and Pacific 

Islanders all over the country," said 

chu. "His perseverance and dignity 

during this horrendous ordeal is a 

beacon for all of us to follow ... I am 

proud to honor him with the inaugu­

ral API Legislative Caucus 'Profile 

In Courage' award." 

The Go For Broke Educational Foundation June 5 commemorated the 5th anniversary of the Go For Broke 'I 
Monument in Los Angeles observing the heroics and patriotism of the Japanese American soldiers from 
World War II. Over 500 people attended the "Honoring our Heroes" event to pay tribute to the more than 
16,000 JA men and women who served in the U.S. military during WWII. Special tribute was given to the 
21 JA Medal of Honor recipients, 20 of whom only recently received their medals in 2000. 

----- --- --- -- - ---------------

Portrait of Marutani Unveiled at Philadelphia's City Hall 
The portrait of retired Judge 

William Marutani, the first Asian 

American to serve as a judge in any 

state outside of the West Coast, was 

unveiled at Philadelphia's City Hall 

June 7. 

The Governor of Pennsylvania 

initially appointed Marutani to the 

bench in 1975. He subsequently 

won the election, which allowed 

him to serve until his retirement in 

1986. In 1981, President Jimmy 

Carter appointed Marutani to the 

Commission on Wartime 

Relocation and Internment of 

Civilians. 

Marutani has served as JACL's 

legal counsel and continues to write 

a regular column in the Pacific 

Citizen newspaper. Before serving 

on the bench, 

Marutani prac­

ticed law with 

one of the 

major law 

firms in the 

. city. During 

this period, he 

argued in Loving v. Virginia before 

the U.S. Supreme Court, a seminal 

case that struck down the anti-mis~ 
cegenation laws in 17 states. 

Originally from the state of 

Washington, Marutani was interned 

at Tule Lake, and served in the U.S. 

Army as an officer in the MIS. He, 

completed his college degree at 

South Dakota Wesleyan College 

and went on to law school at the 

University of Chicago. 

This event also marked the inau­

guration of the William Marutani 

Fellowship, a fellowship that will 

allow a law student from the 

Philadelphia area to take a summer 

. internship position with a govern­

ment agency or office or a public 

interest organization in the 

Philadelphia region. The Asiari 

American Bar Association of the 

Delaware Valley will administer this 

fellowship. 

Many people in the community, I 

including members of JACL, his · I 
wife Victoria, and three of his 

daughters attended this event. 

Marutani is currently a resident at 

Medford Leas, a New Jersey retire­

ment community .• 

Appeals Court 
Reinstates 
Petition Drive 
By ASSOCIATED PRESS 

LANSING, Mich.-An appeals 

court has reinstated a petition drive 

for a ballot proposal to end affirma­

tive action at public universities and 

other agencies. 

The former computer engineer at 

New Mexico's Los Alamos 

National Laboratory was jailed for 

nine months, but was never charged 

with stealing nuclear secrets for 

China, as news reports suggested. 

But on June 5 the ceremony's 

organizers decided to cancel the 

event after Move America Forward, 

a new Republican group formed to 

support the war on terrorism, object­

ed to the event. 

The Republican group's members 

had told the Oakland Tribune that 

the Asian caucus members might be 

violating their oaths of office to 

defend domestic enemies. 

The six-member Asian caucus 

said it was "outraged" by the 

"We applaud Assemblymember 

Chu and the API Legislative 

Caucus' decision to honor Dr. Wen 

Ho Lee and their decision to spare' 

Dr. Lee from unwarranted, racially­

charged, inaccurate and irresponsi­

ble accusations' made by misin­

formed and overzealous politi­

cians," said Phil Tmg, executive 

director of the Asian Law Caucus . • 

Rep_ Honda Demands Investigation 
Into Vee Case; Calls on Army to 
Demonstrate Due Proce'ss 

U.S. Rep. Mike Honda, D-San 

Jose, has formally requested an 

investigation into the U.S. Army's 

court martial of Chaplain James 

Yee, a commissioned officer of 

Islamic faith 

who was held 

in solitary con­

finement for 

76 days on a 

variety of 

charges rang­

ing from trea­

son to mishan­

dling classifIed documents. 

Ultimately, the Army dropped all 

criminal charges. 

On June 4, Honda submitted a let­

ter to Joseph Schmitz, inspector 

general of the Department of 

Defense, formally requesting the 

investigation into the Army's crimi­

nal probe and court marital of Yee. 

Honda authored the letter in con­

junction with House Armed 

Services Committee Ranking 

Member Ike Skelton, D-MO, House 

Armed Services Total Force 

Subcommittee Ranking M~mber 

Vic Snyder, D-AR, and Armed 

Services Committee member Adam 

Smith (D-WA). 

The letter states in part: 

"Given the unusual facts of this 

case, it is critical to determine 

whether Captain Yee was appropri­

ately investigated, arrested and 

charged for criminal conduct by the 

U.S. Army. We are particularly 

interested in learning whether the 

Army, in this case, abided by the 

Manual for Courts Martial, which 

includes the Uniform Code of 

Military Justice (UCMJ), the ~ules 

for Courts Martial (RCM), and the 

Military Rules of Evidence (MRE), 

and whether its treatment of Captain 

Yee was cop.sistent with military 

norms." 

The letter goes on to say: "Our 

request for an IG investigation is 

motivated by our 'concern for our 

nation's security and the integrity of 

legal process of our Armed Forces. 

We value the important work your 

office performs and we trust that 

you will give this matter your close 

and urgent attention." • 
The Michigan Court of Appeals 

overturned an earlier ruling that the 

petition was improperly worded and 

likely to confuse voters. 

The decision removes a major 

obstacle for the campaign led by 

Ward Connerly, who championed a 

successful ballot initiative disman­

tling most affirmative action pro­

grams in Califomia. 

I JACL Takes Part in Memorial Day 
Service at Arlington Cemetery 

A spokesman for the Michigan 

Civil Rights Initiative, the group cir­

culating the petition, said although 

they are elated by the decision, it 

may have come too late to salvage I 

the petition drive for the 2004 ballot. , 

"We may have to switch gears for 

2006," s poke ~ man C hetly Zarko 

said. "But this gives us a major 

boost of momentum to continue." 

Affirmative action supporters say 

they likely will appeal the decision 

to the Michigan Supreme Court. 

A lower court had ruled that the 

form of the petitions should not 

have been approved by the Board of 

State Canvassers . • 

The JACL Washington, D.C. chapter recently attended a Memorial 
Day Service at Arlington Cemetery. Pictured (I to r) are: Turner 
Kobayashi, chair of the Memorial Service, Lt. Fred Race, Iraqi veter­
an Marine, and Rear Admiral Kenneth Moritsugu, U.S. deputy sur­
geon general of the Public Health Services, and featured speaker at 
the recent Memorial Day event. A wreath was laid at the Tomb of the 
Unknown on behalf of all Japanese Americans. 
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National Newsbytes 
By P.e. Staff and Associated Press 

Anti-Asian Violence at Brooklyn High 
School Spurs Justice Department Action 

WASHINGTON-Brooklyn's troubled Lafayette High School will insti­

tute new procedures to reduce violence against Asian American students 

under a consent decree with the Department of Justice_ 

Lafayette has been the subject of a federal civil rights investigation since 

2002, when students complained that school district officials ignored student 

harassment and abuse_ 

According to a complaint flled in a Brooklyn federal· court, Asian students 

were subjected to violent attacks involving thrown food, cans and heavy 

metal locks_ 

The school also faces complaints that some Asian students were forced to 

graduate early to bolster the school's graduation rate. . 

'Enola Gay' Pilot Visits Mission 
Launching Point for First Time 

PEARL HARBOR, Hawaii-Retired Air Force Brig. Gen. Paul W. 

Tibbets returned recently to Hawaii for the frrst time since piloting the B-29 

bomber "Enola Gay" to drop the first atomic bomb on Hiroshima on Aug. 6, 

194.5. 

TIbbets, 89, was on a stopover while on his way to the Mariana Islands for 

ceremonies recently in the capital city of Saipan marking the 60th anniver­

sary of the Battles for Saipan and TInian. 

Although hesitant at first, he visited the Pearl Harbor museum and memo­

rial. He remains proud about hisrole in the atomic age. 

"Ask me to do it again under the same circumstances, I wouldn't hesitate," 

he said. 

Advocates Call Recent 
Asian Medicine Sting Discriminatory 

RICHMOND, Va.-A government sting on buyers of traditional Asian 

mewcine ingredients is being condemned by Asian immigrant advocates 

who say the sting unfairly targeted individuals because of their cultural 

beliefs. 

The three-year sting based in a Shenandoah Valley sporting goods store 

resulted in charges against more than 100 people in January, most of them 

Korean Americans. 

The government says the sting, which targeted buyers of black bear parts 

and wild ginseng, is one of many nationwide investigations on black market 

items. Prosecutors say law enforcement agents warned everyone that their 

purchases were illegal by using a mix of short, English sentences and pan­

tomime. 

Korean cornmunities derided the use of pantomime as a degrading way to 

signal the situation's severity to a vulnerable population. 

Cities, Institution Continue 
to Oppose U.S.A. Patriot Act 

Two more cities and one university have recently gone on record oppos­

ing ~e USA Patriot Act. 

Paterson is famous for being the temporary home of as many as six of the 

Sept. 11 hijackers. Now it is the ninth New Jersey city to adopt a resolution 

opposing the act, joining 325 other municipalities or counties across the 

country in passing similar resolutions. Lehigh University in Pennsylvania 

also took a stance against the act. 

Hmong Soldier Goes to Iraq 
Without His U.S. Citizenship 

WAUSAU, Wis.-Yauo Yang, a HmOIig refugee born in a camp in 

Thailand has been called to active <luty in Iraq, but he's not even a US. cit­

izen. 

Yang, 23, said he has filled out the needed paperwork for his citizenship 

but has not completed the process yet. 

He joined the National Guard in November 2002 for tuition help and other 

benefits. But he says he also feels a certain sense of duty. He wants to show 

that being Hmong doesn' t mean "being a burden for the government and the 

community." 

Ex Beauty Queen Joins 
Unocal Human Rights Lawsuit 

LOS ANGELES-Louisa Benson, 63, a mother of three and former pop­

ular actress and beauty queen in her native Burma, joined the lawsuit alleg­

ing the oil giant Unocal's mistreatment of villagers during the 1990s when a 

natural gas pipeline was being built. 

She lived a relatively privileged life and was not a witness to any of the 

alleged atrocities, but her father was jailed for more than three years under 

the regime. 

Under California's unfair competition law, she was able to become a 

plaintiff in the lawsuit. . 

Asians Continuing Explosive Growth 
WASHINGTON-Explosive growth among Hispanics and Asians fueled 

a surge in the US. population between 2000 and 2003 as the national count 

pushed closer to 300 million. 

Asians were the next-fastest-growing among the large minority groups, up 

12.6 percent to 11.9 million, while the black population rose nearly 4 percent 

to 37 million .• 
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Fresno Dedicates First School Named After a JA 
It was a historic day in 

California's Central Valley as the 

groundbreaking for the first school 

named after a Japanese 

American, Akira Yokomi, took 

place May 28. 

Yokomi operated a fish market, 

Central Fish, from 1950 until his 

untimely slaying in 1996_ His mar­

ket was an icon in Fresno's 

Chinatown district. 

''This occasion represents affir­

mation of our belief in the future 

and especially my uncle's belief in 

this area and his love of children:' 

said Ernie Doizaki, a nephew of 

Yokomi's who bought his uncle's 

business in 1998 .• 

APAs in the News 
By AsSociated Press 

and Pacific Citizen Staff 

14-Year-Old Wins 
Best Actor at Cannes 

TOKYO--Yuuya Yagira, win­

ner of the best actor prize at this 

year's Cannes Film Festival, missed 

the awards ceremony because he 

had more pressing business: exams 

at his junior high school in Tokyo. 

The 14-year-old, who won the 

award for his role in the Japanese 

fllm "Nobody Knows," received the 

crystal trophy May 26 from 

Hiraokazu Koreeda, the film's 

director. 

Yagira plays the eldest of four sil:>-­

lings who takes charge of the family 

when their mother leaves. The fllm 
opens in Japan in July. 

"It's my first trophy or award 

ever. I couldn't be happier," Yagira 

told a news conference. "I want to 

become a fine actor." 

Asked where he plans to put his 

trophy, the teen replied: "Can I take 

it home?" 

Wong Steps Down 
as Director of 
Honolulu Symphony 

HONOLULU-Samuel Wong, 

who helped bring some of classical 

music's biggest stars to Hawaii, is 

stepping down as musical director 

of the Honolulu Symphony after the 

2004-05 classical season. 

Wong, who has led the orchestra 
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since the 1996-97 season, plans to 

make several guest appearances 

through 2007, the symphony said. 

The conductor said he wants to 

spend more time with his wife and 

two children in New York and pur­

sue other projects. 

Tanonaka Challenges 
Abercrombie for 
1 st District Seat 

HONOLULU-Dalton 

Tanonaka, a business consultan~ 

and former television newsman, 

announced June 2 that he's running 

for Congress as a Republican. 

Tanonaka, who will try to unseat 

seven-term Democrat Neil 

Abercrombie in the 1st District, said 

he's running "because I believe I 

can serve Hawaii better." 

"In this critical time for our coun­

try and state, 

we need an 

o bj ecti ve 

and sensible 

voice to 

truly repre­

sent the peo­

ple of this 

district," he 

said. 

The 1st District includes urban 

Honolulu, stretching west to Ewa 

Beach and east to Hawaii Kai and 

includes a portion of Central Oahu. 

The Big Island-born Tanonaka, 

internationally known as senior 

anchor of CNN's Asian headquar-

Any Hour. 24/7 .Loans 
1 ~866~ 538~082 7 

ToUFree 

ters in Hong Kong, left that job late 

in 2001 to run for lieutenant gover­

nor in Hawaii, losing in the GOP 

primary to Lt. Gov. James ''Duke'' 

Aiona. 

Hong Recommended 
for Federal Judgeship 

HONOLULU-State chief labor 

negotiator Ted Hong, who was 

rejected by the state Senate for a 

Circuit Court judgeship earlier this .' 

year, is now being recommended 

for a lifetime appointment to the 

U.S. District Court. 

Hong's name is one of three 

names, along with Assistant U.S_ 

Attorney Michael Seabright and 

state Attorney General Mark 

Bennett, that Gov. Linda Lingle has 

submitted to President Bush to be 

considered for th~ federal judge post 

in Hawaii. It is unclear when Bush 

will make the nomination. 

Lingle said she included Hilo 

attorney Hong, 46, for the same rea­

sons she nominated him for the 

Circuit Court position. "He's an out­

standing laWyer, a great person and 

a 'person of great fairness and 

integrity, and he would do '! great 

job," she said_ 

The new judge would join U.S. 

Chief District Judge David Ezra and 

District Judges Helen Gillmor and 

Susan Oki Mollway. Samuel King 

and Alan Kay serve as senior district 

judges with a reduced case load . • 
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JACL Announces Candidates for National ' Office 

T he 2004 Nominations Com­

mittee met via conference 

call to evaluate the nomina­

tion fonns received from potential 

candidates for national board offi­

cers. The committee consists of 

Larry Grant, chair, Grace Kimoto 

(CCOC), Toshi Abe (EDC);' Jeff 

Nakashima (!DC), Scott Sakamoto 

(PNW), AlaYne Yonemoto (pSW), 

Jamie Cork (MDC), Sharon Ishii­

Jordan (MPOC), Steve Okamoto 

(NCWNP), Leilani Savitt (NYSC­

MDC), and Natalie Nakasone 

(NYSC-MDC) with staff support 

from Kristine Minami. The nom­

inations committee will oversee the 

nominations at the conventions, the 

candidates' forum and the election. 

·The accepted, timely filed nomi­

nations for each office are shown 

below with brief background infor­

mation. Each candidates' complete 

nominations materials may be 

viewed at the JACL website: 

www.jacl.org 

There are two offices for which 

no complete, timely nomination 

was received. Late nominations for 

these or any other office will be con­

sidered by the committee at the 

national convention. Nominees 

from the floor must complete the 

official nominations form and shall 

be subject to the requirements of 

endorsement of the majority of the 

chapters of the candidates' district 

councils. (JACL Constitution and 

Bylaws, Article VIII., Sec. 1 (c» 

Nomination fonns for candidates 

from the floor may be signed by the 

president or delegate of a chapter, 

which has been determined by the 

credentials committee to be in good 

standing. In the case of the eleCted 

National Youth/Student Council 

positions, the nomination fonns for 

candidates from the floor may be 

signed by the youth/student repre­

sentatives or an official youth/stu­

dent council proxy holder who has 

been determined by the credentials 

committee to be in good standing. 

President 

Kenneth K. Inouye 

JACL Background: Current: 

National Y.P. for Public Affairs, 

PSW District Treasurer, Co-chair of 

the PSW District Civil Rights 

Caucus, 

SELANOCO 

Chapter 

Program and 

Civil Rights 

Co-chair. Past: 

Chair of the 

Pacific Citizen 

Ed Board, member of the ad-hoc 

finance committee (two separate 

occasions), PSW District Gov, PSW 

District board member (for more 

than 12 years), SELANOCO 

Chapter President (5 terms), mem~ 

ber of the SELANOCO Chapter 

Board (24 years). 

Personal Background: BS, Cal 

State LA. Co-founded CPA firm of 

. Inouye, Shively and Longtin. 

Married with three daughters. 

Honors: JACLer of the 

Biennium, University Service 

Award from the Cal State LA, 

Orange County Community Service 

Award, Civil Rights Leadership 

Award from the California 

Association of Human Relations 

Organization, Nordstrom Com­

munity Service Award, Liberty Bell 

Award from the Orange County Bar 

Association, Village Keeper Award 

from the Williams Institute, Human 

Relations Award presented by the 

Asian Business Association of 

Orange. County, Community 

Service Award presented by the 

Orange County Nikkei 

Coordinating Council. 

Qualifications: "I believe that 

my experience with JACL will 

allow me to provide the leade!"8hip 

that is needed to accomplish the 

goals contained in the National 

Program for Action while being . 

respectful of the different roles that 

each of these levels has in the day to 

day operations of the organization. 

My many years of experience as the 

head of Human Relations 

Organizations at the City, County 

and State levels have afforded me 

the opportunity to develop the skills 

that are necessary to bring diverse 

. individuals together in order to 

reach a common goal. I will work 

with the National Secretary­

Treasurer and staff to develop the 

financial information that the 

National Board will need in order to 

make fiscally responsible decisions 

regarding JACL programs and oper-

ations." 

Leadership in Carrying Out 

The JACL Program For Action: 

"As the National President, I would 

do everything within my power to 

ensure that JACL continues to be 

the premiere advocate for the 

Human and Civil Rights of 

Japanese Americans. I would work 

with the other NationaLboard mem~ 

bers and staff to develop strategic 

partnerships with other human and 

civil rights organizations, unite our 

voices against issues and events that 

may have a negative impact on the 

well-being of Japanese Americans 

and others who might be victimized 

by injustice, prejudice and racism." 

Contact this candidate:. ken­

nethinouye@isicpa.com 

v.P. for General Operations 

LarryOda 

JACL Background: Positions: 

Board Member, Delegate, President 

(7 tenns) for Monterey Peninsula 

Chapter, Vice Chair of the JACL 

Health Trust, 

Chair of 

District 75th 

An'ni versary 

Celebration, 

36th Biennial 

Convention 

Chair, 

National Convention Consultant, . 

President of JACL Japanese 

Language School. 

Activities: successfully listed the 

historic Monterey JACL Hall as an 

historic property with regional sig­

nificance, initiated a scholarship in 

the name of a former chapter presi­

dent. 

Personal Background: BA, 

MA California State University 

Fresno; U.S. Navy, Vietnam 

Veteran. 

Occupation: Fleet Maintenance 

Manager, City of Salinas, CA. 

Married. 

Honors: City of Salinas 

Management Employee of the Year 

2002. 

QualificationS: "Internal Struct­

ure of JACL: My e{(perience and 

ongoing training as a municipal 

division manager has given me a 

different perception of organization­

al structure than my experience as a 

business owner or employee. The 

diverse view helps me understand 

the dynamics of organizations in 

general, and JACL in particular . . 

Personnel Policies: Mmllcipal 

Management-level employees are 

the administrators of personnel pol­

icy and are provided with ongoing 

training on every aspect of person­

nel administration. This ongoing 

training has given me a wealth of 

knowledge as well as reference 

material at my disposal beyond 

what I personally possess." 

Leadership in Carrying Out 

The JACL Program For Action: 

'''The leadership involved in imple­

menting the Program for Action 

would be to communicate the valid­

ity of the programs, provide a clear 

vision of the need, set goals to 

accomplish, and empower staff with 

the tools and methods they will need 

to fulfill these goals. In terms of 

general operations, the leadership I 

would provide would be to hire a 

consultant to review and update the 

personnel manual and job descrip­

tions, develop a succession plan for 

headquarters staff, and propose an 

organizational chart for an effective 

JACL for the future, 5 years and 

more." 

Contact this candidate: 

Larry_Oda@hotrnail.com . 

v.P. for Public Affairs 

Heidi Tanakatsubo 

JACL Background: Positions: 

San Mateo Chapter Board Member 

(2000-present), San Mateo Chapter 

Youth Chair 

(2000-2001), 

San Mateo 

Chapter V.P. of 

Membership 

(2003), JACL 

National 

Scholarship 

Committee (2003-2004), JACL 

NCWNP District Council Executive 

Board Member (2004), JACL 

NCWNP District Council Youth 

Committee Chairperson, (2002-

present). 

Activities: attended the jACL 

National Youth Conference in 

Seattle, W A. 

Personal Background: BA in 

American Studies from University 

of Califomia at Berkeley. 

Occupation: Senior Marketing 

Co.nununications Specialist for PC 

World magazine. 

Honors: 2002 Klara Ma 

Women's Leadership Award from 

Northern California Cherry 

Blossom Pageant Committee · (for 

dedication to the JA community). 

Qualifications: ''My profession­

al responsibilities dovetail well with 

the duties of the .JACL National 

Vice President for Public Affairs. 

As a marketing specialist, I am in 

constant communication with mem- . 

bers of the press, high level manage­

ment, as well as vendors. Though I 

always act on behalf of my compa­

ny, I must always keep the needs of 

others in mind, and remain as 

impartial as possible. In addition, 

my role as chairperson of the 

NCWNP District Council Youth 

Committee has taught me how to 

deal with a group, delegate, and 

work effectively to balance many 

different interests. It is my responsi­

bility to weigh each individual's 

perspective and work with the group 

to achieve a decision that best meets 

the needs of the group." 

Leadership in Carrying· Out 

The JACL Program For Action: 

"I believe that my background in 

marketing, as well as my experi-

ences in JACL and the Japanese 

American community will allow me 

to play a key role in implementing 

the JACL's 2004-2006 Program for 

Action. I plan to utilize my existing 

relationships with members of the. 

press and organizational leaders, to 

build and further strengthen JACL's 

relationships. As a third-generation, 

bi-racial Japanese American 

woman, I am committed to my com­

munity and passionate about the 

ongoing efforts ·of this organization. 

Given my background, I believe that 

I am uniquely positioned to develop 

and deliver a communications and 

marketing plan designed to reach 

out to a broader population. The 

JACL Communications Plan for' 

2004 and Beyond must focus atten­

tion on the past success of the organ­

ization, as well as the ongoing 

efforts of the organization to combat 

hate crimes and discrimination." 

Contact this candidate: vote­

forheidi@yahoo.com 

v.P. for Planning and 

Development 

No candidate. 

v.P. for One Thousand Club, 

Membership and Services 

Edwin Endow 

JACL Background: Stockton 

Chapter: President (1985, 1986, 

1994), Board Member (1978-2001, 

2003-present), 

Co-chairper­

son Stockton 

Reunion 

Committee; 

.N C W N P 

District: 

Executive 

Board 1996-1999, 2002-present, 

Membership chairperson, Vice­

Governor 2003-present; National: 

1000 Club Life Member-

Membership Trust, 2000 

Convention-Awards and 

Recognition Committee, 2002 

Convention Credentials Committee; 

2004 Convention· Credentials 

Committee Chairperson. 

Personal Background: BA in 

Elementary Education, University 

of the Pacific. 

Occupation: President of 

George's Shoe Store, Inc. dba Red 

Wing Shoe Store in Stockton and 

Modesto, CA. Married, one son. . 

Qualifications: "I, have been· 

involved at the chapter level for 

many years and more recently, at the 

district level. I have seen what 

works and what doesn't. Hopefully, 

I can bring that experience to the 

board, especially in the membership 

area, so that we can come up with a 

program that everyone can use to 

help grow this great organization." 

Leadership in Carrying Out 

The JACL Program For Action: 

"I feel that part of being a leader is 

acknowledging the fact that you do 

not know everything. I hope to bring 

my experience to the board, but also 

be open to the ideas of the rest of the 

boar~ and especially the regular 

members, to help us reach a consen­

sus on the correct path for JACL to 

take. We need to add new members 

to the organization. Expanding our 

membership does two important 

things-it adds revenue so that we 

have the money to pay for the pro­

grams and it adds new ideas and 

energy to the entire organization. 

Finally, I will always try to remind 

everyone of the JACL motto: ''For -

Better Americans 10 a Greater 

America." After all ... after every­

thing is said and done, I feel that is 

why we do all of this." 

Contact this candidate: 

Endow4vpmbrshp@aol.com 

Jason Jackson 

JACL Background: Positions: 

Imperial Valley Chapter President 

(2002-present); National Con­

Chairman (2004). 

ference chap­

ter delegate 

(2002); PSW 

Executive 

Boa r d 

Member 

(2004); PSW 

Membership 

Activities: Initiated and organ­

ized my· chapter in participating in 

the California Adopt-A-Highway 

program (2003-present); initiated 

membership drive within my chap­

ter, and increased total membership 

numbers in excess of 150% since 

January 2002; organized and partic­

ipated in the 2003 Los Angeles 

Dodgers Nikkei celebration with · 

over 40 chapter members; organ­

ized our chapter's first participation 

in the 2003 National Gala Dinner 

with a full table in attendance. 

Personal Background: BS in 

Criminal Justice Administration, 

San Diego State University; MA in 

Public Administration, San Diego 

State University. 

Occupation: General Manager 

of Desert Security and Investigative 

Services. 

Honors: Boy Scouts of America 

Eagle Scout, Order of the Arrow 

Vigil Honor, Boy Scouts of America 

Recipient of the District Award of 

Merit (Districts highest award for an 

adult volunteer), Boy Scouts of 

America Recipient of the Silver 

Beaver Award (Council's highest 

award for an adult volunteer), 

Recipient of the Citizen of the 

Month for the 51 Congressional 

District, presented by Congressmen 

Bob Filner. Engaged. 

Qualifications: "My experience 

in both membership and fmancial 

growth that I have gained not only 

through my association with the 

Boy Scouts of America, but through 

my employment will be an added 

benefit to the JACL. Furthermore, 

my recent education in Public 

Administration will help bring 

updated and new innovative ideas to 

our organization." 

Leadership in Carrying Out 

The JACL Program For Action: 

"Specifically, I will establish a 

broader 'Membership Benefits' 

package that will help chapters and 

districts in their recruitment of new 

members. I will develop a member­

ship retention program. And most 

importantly, I will strive to obtain an 

8% growth of this organization over 

the next biennium." . 

Contact this candidate: Jason­

jacksonvp4membership@hotmail­

.com 

SecretarylTreasurer 

Mark Kobayashi 

JACL Background: San Jose 

chapter Vice President of civic 

affairs (1990-

91), San Jose 

chapter Vice 

President of 

. activities 

(1992-93, 

1995), San 

Jose chapter 
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President (1996-97), NCWNP 

District Council member (1997-

2(02), Outlook (chapter newsletter) 

coordinator (2001-02), NCWNPDC 

representative to Legacy Grants 

committee (2001-2004), NCWNP 

District Council secretary (2002), 

NCWNP District Council Governor 

(2003-present); Boosterl Alternate 

Delegate JACL National Con­

ventions in Salt Lake and 

Philadelphia, JACL National Con­

vention San Jose convention coordi­

natorlco-chair, Delegate JACL 

National Conventions in Monterey, 

Las Vegas and Hawaii. 

Personal Background: BS in 

Electrical Engineering, Santa Clara 

University, MS in Electrical 

Engineering, UCLA. 

Occupation: Electrical Engineer, 

Senior Staff Engineer, Broadcom 

Corporation. Married with two 

daughters. 

Honors: Tau Beta Pi, Electrical 

Engineeririg Honor Sodety. 

Qualifications: "I'm qualified for 

the position of Secretaryl Treasurer 

of the National JACL based on these 

essential characteristics: 1) As the 

NCWNP governor, I've worked 

actively on the 2003 National 

Operational Budget that netted over 

$344k. 2) I have managed budgets at 

the district and ' chapter level. "I also 

have managed significant projects 

within the -JACL such as the 1996 

National JACL Convention and the 

first NCWNP district gala dinner; 3) 

I am a long time JACLer that would 

like to help the organization to help 

create a stable base from which the 

JACL can create programs that are 

beneficial for the JACL and our 

country; 4) As an engineer, I have 

dealt with fmancial information and 

data in general and would be able to 

apply this background in this posi­

tion. Finally as the NCWNP gover­

nor, I have gotten a first hand look at 

how the JACL National boardoper­

ates and in the position of Secretaryl 

Treasurer, I can see many ways in 

which the JACL can operate more 

efficiently and as a stronger organi-

zation." 

Leadership in Carrying Out 

The JACL Program For Action: 

"As the Secretaryffreasurer, I would 

manage the finances of the National 

JACL such that the national budget 

passed by the National Council can 

be carried out within the extent pos­

sible. The upcoming years may be 

difficult years as we have suffered in 

the past few years. I hope-to be a key 

member in helping set a strongfoun­

dation for the organization in the 

corning biennium and beyond. I 

bring knowledge and experience 

about the JACL through being­

everything from a chapter board 

member, chapter president .and dis­

trict governor. I will also be bringing 

the energy and a willingness to roll 

up my sleeves to get the goals of the 

organization accomplished." 

Contact this candidate: 

kobayashi@netzero.net 

National Youth/Student 

Council Chairperson 

No candidate. 

National Youth/Student 

Council Representative 

Andrea Parker 

JACL Background: Positiol).s: 

Omaha Chapter member of the plan­

ning committee for Tri-district con­

ference (hosted by Omaha Chapter, 

July 2(03), plarmer for children's 

activities at anpual Easter Egg Hunt 

(1997-2001), participant in chapter's 

COMMUNITI NEWS 

Japanese 

Da n c e 

Ensemble 

( 1995-2002), 

MPDC Youth 

Representative 

(2002-present), 

National 

Youth/Student Council participant as 

MPDC rep. (2002-present), plan­

ning, hospitality committee chair, 

member of workshop committee for 

the NY ISC "Gateway' to Leadership 

Conference" in St. Louis (June 

2(03), Pacific Citizen Editorial 

Board Member as MPDC rep. and 

contributing writer fOf the paper 

(2003-present), Legacy Funds 

Grants committee member as 

MPDC rep. (2002-present), 

ConstitutionlBylaws committee 

member as MPDC rep. (2004). 

Personal Background: Will 

begin fourth year at the University of 

Iowa in August of 2004, pursuing 

BA degrees in Dance and 

Joumalism. 

Honors: Dean's List of 

University ofIowa. 

Qualifications: "I feel like after 

serving on the NY ISC for two years 

as a district representative, I am 

ready to move onto more responsi-' 

ble things. I have learned well and 

gained valuable knowledge and 

experience from all I've done with 

the NY ISC so far, and I believe I will 

best serve them in the future as their 

leader." 

Leadership in Carryin~ Out 

The JACL Program For. Action: 

'The program for action in the next 

biennium I know will be very-

. focused on you$, specifically get­

ting more participation and retaining 

those current members. I be4eve one 

of the keys to doing this is getting 

core representatives from all parts of 

the country ... right now it is cur­

rently focused mainly out in the west 

and so I would defmitely try to 

broaden that out. Another thing I 

plan to do more of and be more suc­

cessful at for the Youth Council- in 

this biennium is finding funding, 

whether it be writing more grants, 

seeking out more corpor:ate sponsor­

ship or just plain old-fashioned 

fundraising. I feel these two things 

will be very beneficial in accom­

plishing the goal I stated above in 

JACL's next program for action." 

Contact this candidate: 

andrea4youthrep@yahoo.com 

ToddSato 

JACL Background: Positions: 

Current JACL Pacific Southwest 

District Youth Representative, 

Dinner 

Committee for 

PSW Gala, 

National 

Student/Youth 

Council. 

Activities: 

Youth Forum, 

Website design, National 

StudentIYouth Conference. 

Personal Background: Current­

ly attending Pasadena City College 

hoping to transfer to Woodbury 

University to attain a Business 

Degree. Attend Gardena Valley 

Baptist Church and serve in the 

Junior High Ministry. 

Honors: Lois Padilla Outstanding 

Student Volunteer award from 

Japanese runerican National 

Museum. 

Qualifications: "Experience is 

gained by taking leadership posi­

tions. I believe that I have gained a 

lot of experience with the various 

The follow-up to the "AII-Camps Summit" in 2002 
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positions I have taken while being a 

high school and college student. 

Being Vice President and then ­

President of the Nikkei Student 

Association at Cal State Northridge, 

I have learned how to delegate duties 

to officers, run meetings, and to be 

flexible with a time table. Also being 

the chair of the PRlOutreach com­

inittee for Spectrum: Broadening the 

Views of the Young Nikkei, helped 

me learn how to market a conference 

by using flyers, press releases, arti­

cles in the local Japanese American 

newspaper, spreading the word and 

creating a brochure. CUrrently, being 

the Youth Representative for the 

JACL Pacific Southwest District, I 

have gained experience by watching 

other leaders in the JACL on how 

they lead." 

Leadership in Carrying Out 

The JACL Program For Action: "I 

would demonstrate a work ethic that 

will carry out the program for action. 

I would make sure that the NYSC be 

more involved with the planning of 

. youth portion of the national con­

vention and make sure the NYSC is 

informed about any civil rights 

issl,.les that have to do with youth. I 

would have the council put on one or 

more programs to generate interest 

in JACL on a social, cultural and 

civil rights area. With the district's 

help I believe that we can fulfill the 

Program for Action and gain more 

youth members." 

Contact this candidate: 

todd_ 4_nysc_rep@yahoo.com .• 

For complete nomina­

tions details see the 

JACL website: 
www.jacl.org 

CAMP CONNECTIONS: A Conversation About Civil Rights 

and Social Justice in Arkansas 

September 23-26, 2004, Little Rock, Arkansas 

. Part of Life Interrupted: The Japanese American Experience in World War /I Arkansas, 

a partnership between the University of Arkansas at Little Rock and the Japanese American 

National Museum with major funding provided by the Winthrop Rockefeller Foundation. 

Register before June 30, 2004 and save on registration, optional keynote address meals 

and an optional limited-seating trip to both the Rohwer and Jerome campsites. Take part in 

the openings of eight exhibitions, three military-related~ in Little Rock, including four -

national premieres. 

For more information, call 

Jessica Hayes 

University of Arkansas at Little Rock 

501.569.8391 

jahayes@ualr.edu 

Nancy Araki 

Japanese American National Museum 

213.830.5649 
naraki@janm.org 

Or check www.janm.org or www.lifeinterrupted.org 

INTERRUPTED 
lll.--.... &Ina.nl*'-
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COLLEGE BASEBALL 

Sukuzi. a Finalist lor Johnny Bench Award 
Cal State Fullerton junior catcher Kurt Suzuki has a wish list and on it it 

lists Johnny Bench as the person he'd most like to meet. 

Now he just might get his chance. . 

Suzuki, a first-team All-American and the Big West Conference Player of 

the Year, was recently named one of three finalists for the Johnny Bench 

Award. The award is presented annually at the Greater Wichita Sports 

Banquet to the country's top collegiate catcher, as voted on by a panel of 

sportswriters, sportscasters, Division I coaches and scouts. 

The final vote among the national selection committee will take place dur­

ing the College World Series. Suzuki and the other finalists will be invited to 

Wichita for the 7th Annual Greater Wichita Sports Banquet on June 30 at the 

Hyatt Regency Hotel in downtown Wichita. And the award will be present­

ed to the winner by Johnny Bench himself. 

Suzuki is fifth in the nation in batting (.438), ninth in Rl3I per game (1.32) 

and 19th in slugging percentage (.726). On the Big West Conference leader 

board, he ranks among the top three in 10 categories, including first in bat­

ting, on-base and slugging percentage, RBI and sac flies. He has driven in 

74 runs, the most RBIs by a Titan this decade and has been walked 42 times 

- seven times intentionally. 

The other finalists are South Carolina's Landon Powell and North 

Carolina's Chris Iannetta .•. 

OLYMPICS 

Vao Carries Olympic Torch 
SHANGHAI, China-Yao Ming carried 

the Olympic torch June 9 for the final stage 

of the Beijing relay. 

The Houston Rockets center was one of 

148 torchbearers, organizers said. After the 

flame arrived at the Summer Palace, the 

former imperial resort, Yao carried the torch 

to ignite a ceremonial cauldron. 

The Beijing relay started at the Great Hall 

of the People in the center of the capital, 

which will host the 2008 Summer 

Olympics. From there it passed the 

Forbidden City and the Temple of Heaven 

on the 3 I-mile route. . 

Other torchbearers included former Olympic table tennis champion Deng 

Yaping and gymnast Sang Lan, who was paralyzed from the waist down in 

a fall. 

The torch arrived from Seoul, South Korea, on June 8 for a two-day stay. 

After Beijing, it traveled to New Delhi, India. The worldwide relay leading 

to the Athens Games in August will cover six continents .• 
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Grea.te .. I..Qs Angeles Oakland, Calif. 

Dr. Darlyne Fujimoto, 
Optometrist & Associates ~WA IBID Co, 

A Professional Corporation ~ eEl 9 1 7 

11420 E. South St, Cerritos, CA 90701 
(310) 860-1339 

Howard Igasaki, D.D.S., Inc. 
Alan Igasaki, D.D.S. 

Implants! General! Periodontics 
22850 Crenshaw Blvd., Ste. 102 

Torrance, CA 90505 
(310) 534-8282 

Cambridge Dental Care 

Scott Nishizaka D.D.S. 
Family Dentistry & Orthodontics 

900 E. Katella, Suite A 
Orange, CA 92867' (714) 538-2811 

www.cambridgedentalcare.com 

DAVIDW.EGAWA 
Immigration, Criminal 

& AclJniJmtrative Law 

30 N. Raymond Ave, Suite /1409, Pasadena, CA 91103 

, (626) 792-8417 

6003 Seashore Drive, Newport Beach, CA 92663 

(949) 646-2138 

c: (714) 657-2325 

Sacramento Calif. 

Curtis R. Namba 
NAMBA LAW OFFICES 

NambaLaw@aol.com 
83 Scripps Drive, Suite 370 

Sacramento, California 95825 
(916) 922-6300 

The Asian Vegetable Seed Source for 
Home Gardeners, Retailers. and 

Commercial Growers 

P.o. Box 13220 Oakland. CA 94661-3220 
ph: 510/595-1188 fx: 510/595-1860 

kilaseed@pacbcll.nel kilazawasecd.com 

Seattle, Wash. 

UwAJlMAYA 
...A1wIlY!..!!!.l0od tllSft. 

lal ~M~ . 
-

For the Best of 

Everything Asian 

Fresh Produce, Meat, 

Seafood and Groceries 
A vast selection of 

Gift Ware 

Seattle, WA • (206) 624-6248 
Bellevue, WA· (425) 747-9012 

Beaverton, OR • (503) 643-4512 

SPORTS 7 . 

OLYMPICS Stories by P.c. Staff and Associated Press 

Old-timer Soldati Claims Spot on Olympic Diving Team 
Kimiko Soldati bounced back 

from a poor dive to win the 3-meter 

springboard at the U.S. trials June 

12. At 30, she's the oldest diver at 

the trials. 

Soldati didn't start diving serious­

ly until a dozen years ago and over­

came numerous injuries to claim her 

first spot on the Olympic team. 

Her second dive was ugly -

Soldati over-rotated on an inward 

pike 2112 somersault, creating a 

huge splash as she sliced through 

the water. The crowd groaned and 

the scores confmned their assess­

ment - 4s and 4.5s that dropped 

her into second place behind 

Rachelle Kunkel. 

Michelle Davison, a 2000 

Olympian, was charging, too. She 

was just 7.2 points behind Soldati 

with three dives remaining. 

"I missed that dive, but 1 was OK 

with it," said Soldati, a Colorado 

native who now lives in Texas. "I 

thought about it for about 30 sec­

onds. That's it. Then it was time to 

move on." , 

Soldati, who passed time between 

dives listening to the Usher song 

"Yeah!" on her headphones, 

bounced right back. Her last three 

dives were on the mark, closing 

with a reverse pike 21/2 somersault 

that clinched it. 

Soldati finished with 884.70 

points, while Kunkel became a first-

GOLF 

time Olympian with 874.38. 

Davison settled for third at 870.60 

- just 3.78 points out of a return 

trip to the Games-. She was 12th in 

the springboard at Sydney. 

Soldati was a top-leveJ gymnast 

in high school, but the first of her . 

injuries - a tom knee ligament -

prompted her father to encourage a 

switch to divmg. She finally got 

serious about it as a freshman at 

Colorado State, where she compet­

ed on the 3-meter board for.the first 

time. 

A steady string of injuries slowed 

Soldati's progress. In all, she's had 

four shoulder surgeries and two 

knee operations. 

"I'm not amazed she 

pulled it off, but I'm 

amazed she got to this 

point," said her husband, 

Adam. "I know that day in, 

day out is a constant strug­

gle. There are days she gets 

out of bed and can't even 

move her arms." 

Soldati's father, Gary 

Hirai, was born in an intern­

ment camp for Japanese 

Americans during the, clos­

ing months of World War 

II. He was there on June 12, 

cheering on his daughter 

with about 30 family and 

friends, thrilled that she'll 

be representing the country that once 

locked up his parents. 

"It's just neat," Hirai said. "It. all 

fits together perfectly, as far as I'm 

concerned." 

Soldati's mother, Judy Hirai, died 

in 1992 after a long struggle with 

breast cancer. Her influence was evi­

dent at the trials - from her wed­

ding ring, which Soldati wears while 

diving, to her daughter's indomitable 

will. 

"My wife was so strong and so 

focused on not complaining while 

she was sick. She just wanted to do 

the best she could," Hirai said. '''That 

carried over to our daughter." • 

Wie Helps Un.ited States Win Curtis Cup 
FORMBY, England-Hawai'i's 

Michelle Wie helped the United 

States retain the Curtis Cup on June 

13 with a 10-8 victory -over Britain 

and Ireland. 

The Americans have now won 

four straight and 24 overall in the 

biennial amateur competition, 

which has been played 33 times. 

The 14-year-old Wie beat Nicola 

TImmins 6 and 5 to give the United 

States a 7-6 lead. Wie, the youngest 

player in Curtis Cup history, is part 

of a U.S. team that doesn't have a 

player over 22. 

Paula Creamer won her singles 

June 13, Jane Park lost hers, then 

Elizabeth Janangelo beat Shelley 

McKevitt I-up to give ' the United 

States an insurmountable 9-7 lead. 

Claire Coughlan beat Brittany 

Lang, but Annie Thurman downed 

Danielle Masters for an outright 

win. Wie, Creamer, and Thurman 

each won two singles matches. 

"Both sides played well, but we 

just happened to squeeze in an extra 

putt or two," U.S. captain Martha 

Kirouac said. 

Kirouac said she was initially "a 

little concerned" about fielding such 

a young team. "But then I got com-

Book Author Seeks Internees' StOries 

I'm writing a book entitled, "Remembering: Voices of 
the Japanese-American Internment" The book targets 
a young adult audience and will be published by John 

Gordon Burke, Inc. Publishers. 

I am collecting remembrances from internees who 

were between the ages of 1 a and 18 when they were 
in the camps. Stories can be any length. 

. Subjects can include: Memories of Dec. 7 and/or 
Executive Order 9066, pre-evacuation atmosphere in 

school or community, everyday life in the camps. 

Readers should learn what it was like to leave your 
home and friends, how your life changed in the camps 
and how the evacuation affected you as a young adult. 

In addition, all stories should answer the question: If 
you could pass along one piece of advice or wisdom to 

the youth of today, what would it be? 

Please send your stories to: 

Susan Omoto 
2347 Ogden Court 

Saint Paul, MN 55119 

susan@internmentstories.com 

fax: 651-578-8199 

Please include personal background and contact information. 

For more information, visit www.internmentstories.com 

Stories should be sent by August 1, 2004. 

fortable with the abilities they 

have," she added. 

Britain and Ireland won two of 

three alternate shots June 13 to tie it 

up at 6. Wie and Janangelo lost to 

Coughlan and Anne Laing 3 and 2 

when Coughlan holed the winning 

downhill putt from 6 feet on the 

16th green. 

"We put ourselves into a hole in 

the foursomes," Kirouac said. "But 

we have a very competitive arena in 

junior and college golf at home. 

That's why we're so tough in sin­

gles." • 

ALOHA PLUMBING 
Lic. #440840 

-SINCE 1922-
7n W. Mission Road 

San Gabriel, CA 91n8 
(323) 283-0018 

BUSINESS FOR SALE 

Japanese Sushi Bar for 

sale in Indianapolis, IN. 

2,000 sq. ft. Please call 

Sammy at 317-250-781 0 

EMPLOYMENT 

$250 to $500 a week 

Will train to work at home 

Helping the US Government 

File HUDIFHA mortgage Refunds 

No experience necessary 
Call Toll Free 1-866-537-2906 
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PARCELLS 
(Continued from page 1) 

ence, and although I prefaced it with 

the remark, 'no disrespect to anyone 

intended,' it was still uncalled for 

and inconsiderate. For that I apolo­

gize to anyone who may have been 

offended." 

Soon after the apologies were 

released, the NFL announced their 

decision not to fine Parcells for his 

use of the derogatory term and that it 

would not review the coach's com­

ments. 

But that reaction isn't good 

enough for many JAs and Tateishi 

noted that the JACL will continue to 

press the issue with the NFL in 

hopes of opening a dialogue to dis­

cuss the league's policy regarding 

racial slurs by coaches and players. 

''TIlls is something the JACL will 

continue to pursue until we're satis­

fied with some results, which 

includes confronting the Cowboys 

organization and [NFL 

Commissioner] Paul Tagliabue," he 

said. ''I'm especially interested in 

learning why the NFL dismissed this 

MDC Hosts Min Yasui Oratorical Contest 
senior at Lakota West High School. 

Conley will receive a travel stipend 

and two nights' accommodation to 

represent MDC at the national com­

petition in Honolulu, Hawaii this 

August. 

VOICES' 
issue so quickly and why they feel 

JAs and APAs can so easily be 

brushed aside." 

The Parcells' incident coincides . . 
with current efforts by local JAs and 

various civil rights groups to rename 

various roads in Texas that still use 

the racial slur "Jap." 

Late last year, a federal complaint 

was filed with the U.S. Department 

of Transportation and the U.S. 

Department of Housing and Urban 

Development asking Jefferson 

County to rename "Jap Road." They 

are asking that federal funds be with­

held until a name change takes place. 

So far, the road in Jefferson County 

still exists and the neighboring coun­

ty of Orange has also kept its "Jap 

Lane." 

The recent Parcells incident "can 

be used to help educate the state of 

Texas that using such racial slurs in 

any manner will not be tolerated in 

this day and age," said' Texas resi-

dent Sandra Nakata Tanamachi, a 

plaintiff in the federal complaint 

who has been trying to get "Jap 

Road" renamed for more than ten 

years now. ''Racial epithets certainly 

are not tolerated by African 

Americans or Hispanics." 

Tateishi noted that Parcells is orig­

inally from the East Coast but that 

the manner in which the Dallas 

Cowboys dealt with the situation 

highlights the need for more educa­

tion iIi the state of Texas. 

"I do think there's something to be 

said about this incident and the way 

the Cowboys organization brushed 

this incident aside as inconsequen­

tial. Add to that the refusal of the 

towns in Jefferson and Orange coun­

ties refusing to change the names 

'Jap Road' and 'Jap Lane,''' said 

Tateishi. "In both cases, it's a refusal 

to accept that this word is offensive 

to Japanese Americans. And even if 
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they know that it's a derogatory 

word, it doesn't matter to them, to 

the Cowboys or to the two Texas 

counties. In a way, it's racism at its 

worst when they know but continue 

to use it anyway." 

Ken Inouye, JACL vice president 

of public affairs, believes responding 

to the Parcells incident helps keep 

the focus on efforts to rename "Jap 

Road" and "Jap Lane." 

"Parcells apologized so this shows 

that this racial slur should not be 

used:~ said Inouye. ''Until these road 

names are changed we have to keep 

talking about this issue." 

He noted that educating Texans 

about the slur "Jap" is important but 

it's a lesson that needs to be spread 

throughout the country. "It's a good 

lesson for all people, people. who 

haven't had the opportunity to 

understand how hurtful this phrase 

is," he said .• 

The Midwest district's Min Yasui 

Oratorical Contest was held recent­

ly at the MDC meeting in 

Columbus, Ohio. Three contestants 

addressed the question: With the 

increasing number of reported hate 

crimes in the Asian Pacific 

American community, what is the 

challenge facing JACL youth in 

dealing with these kinds of vicious 

crimes? 

Also participating were: David 

Miyamasu of Beavercreek, Ohio, 

senior at Miami University, Oxford, 

Ohio; and Jane Allen of Yellow 

Springs, Ohio, sophomore at Ohio 

State University, Columbus, Ohio. 

HAUN1lHG MDtORiES 

This year's winner was Miyoko 

Conley of West Chester, Ohio, a • 

Pictured are (I-r): David Miyamasu, Jane Allen and Miyako Conley. 
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Complete your business pictu~e with 0% interest for 90 days. 

Get up to $250,000 to invest in your business with a Business CashLinesM line of credit. 

California Bank & Trust is pleased to announce an outstanding offer. It's the kind of offer that you don't find 

every day! For a limited time, you may qualify for a business line of credit up to $250,000 with 0% interest 

for 90 days, and no annual fee for the first year. NoW with this offer, you can expand your business, enhance 

your cash flow or use it for working capital to turn a picture into 'a reality. Or, you might prefer a business 

term loan with no interest for 90 days and a 50% discount on the one-time loan fee. 

At California Bank & Trust, we are always here to help your business succeed with a variety of different 

business tools. Call now and ask for one of our Japanese bankers. We can help you complete your 

business picture today! 
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Interest will be charged at the note rate during the waiver period in the event of default. See branch for details. Overdraft protection subject to $15.00 transaction fee for each advance. 
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FILM RETROSPECTIVE 

ByLYNDALIN 

Assistant Editor 

T here's no crying in sumo. In 

fact, the ancient Japanese 

sport pooh-poohs all expres­

sion of emotion, but when Wayne 

Vierra, a former professional sunio 

wrestler from Hawaii, fought his 

way back from illness to win his 

first amateur match in Nevada, he 

flexed his muscles like the 

Incredible Hulk. 

Normally, this behavior would be 

unacceptable even in the amateur 

arena, where 2,OOO-year-old tradi­

tions are optional, but Vierra is not 

your everyday sumo wrestler. His is 

a story that has built-in human 

drama of triumph and agony. First, 

there's his comparatively smallish 

stature, then there's his undeniable 

charisma that sneaks up on you 

through interview testimonies and 

ENTERTAINMENT 

'Sumo is like the ultimate human 
drama. There s conflict and these 
two guys are settling the conflict, ' 

said Manny Yarborough, seven-time member 

of the U.S. national sumo team. 

then there's his he<lrtbreaking story 

or rising in the ranks of professional 

sumo wrestling only to be sidelined 

by a ruptured pancreas. 

Then you realize why the documen­

tary, ''Sumo East and West," is such an 

easy watch and why Vierra struck a 

pose after his comeback match. 

"I got emotional," said Manny 

Yarborough about the scene in a 

telephone interview before leaving 

for the Atlanta Film Festival to pro­

mote the ftlm. 

.The veteran amateur sumo 

wrestler is also featured in the docu­

mentary and if his name does not 

jog recognition, then here are some 

visual cues: 

• Yarborough is 6'8" 

• He is the 1999 Guinness World 

Record holder for heaviest living 

athlete. 

• He is also the self-proclaimed 

"sexiest man over 700 pounds." 

The documentary, brilliantly 

Examining ·culture clashes 
with 'Sumo East and West' 

directed by Ferne Pearlstein, shows 

the faces and personalities that 

changed the notoriously closed 

sport of sumo and effectively exam­

ines cultural conflicts when a tradi­

tional sport is dominated by "gaijin" 

or foreigners. 

Since the 1970s, ~e success of 

American sumo wrestlers from 

Hawai'i has been bittersweet for 

sumo purists. On the one hand, the 

unprecedented popUlarity of 

Akebono (Chad Rowan) as yolwm­

na or grand champion breathed new 

life into the ancient sport, but on the 

other it signified the end of some 

exclusive traditions. 

With interviews with some of the 

most prominent foreign wrestlers 

including Akebono and Konishiki . 

(Salevaa Atisanoe), the film promis­

es to throw open the doors of sumo 

to reveal little-known facts, but 

intelligently skirts sensational issues 

like harsh sumo training techniques 

and overabundant sumo diets. 

It also boasts some impressive 

historic fo<;)tage of sumo wrestling 

in the past, including some of 

Thomas Edison participating in a 

makeshift match. 

threatened by commercialism and 

corporate sponsorship. 

Pearlstein decided to follow-up 

her award-winning work on the 

documentary, "Inlelda," abOut the 

controversial wife' of Philippines 

dictator Ferdinand Marcos with 

"Sumo East and West" because of 

its majesty beauty and because it 

. would be the ideal prism to study 

cultural misunderstandings. 

"Before becoming a ftlmmaker, 

my background was a still photogra­

pher for the Japanese newspapers, 

The Tokyo/Chunichi Shimbun and 

The Chugoku Shimbun, and I was 

often asked to photograph Japanese 

life through the eyes of a foreigner," 

said Pearlstein. 
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"And now, as a director as well as 

a cinematographer, the idea that I 

could introduce sumo to a Western 

audience with the same beauty and 

reverence I felt and not as 'the 

grotesque spectacle' it is often 

referred to in the West, was a real 

motivator for me," she added. 

Engrossing, entertaining and at 

points heartbreaking, the film shines 

a light on racism and xenophobia in' 

the evolving sport. Yes. It most def­

initely exists outside of basketball. 

Are you listenin~, Larry Bird? • 

Check local listings or 

www.pbs.org/independentlens/swnoe 

astandwest for'Sumo East and West' 

airtimes. It is also available for pur­

chase on www.customflix.com 

The documentary then shifts its 

focus to the burgeoning amateur 

world of sumo in the United States, 

where matches take place in the 

casino of a seedy Los Angeles race­

track and the integrity of the sport is 
Gaijin sumos: Kenna Hefferman (left) and Wayne Vierra, at a 
sumo event in Los An eles, add diversi to the ancient sort. 

YAMATOTRAVELBUREAU® 
200 South San Pedro Street, #502 

Los Angeles, CA 90012 
(CST No. 1019309:"10) 

PROPOSED TOURS AND CRUISES FOR 2004 

8111·8/22 Yamato Tour to Europe - Rome, Florence, Venice, Lucerne, Paris and London. Ully Nomura 
8126-9/8 Alaska 10 Day Land Tour and 4 Day Inside Passage Cruise - Anchorage, Denali, 

Failbanks, Tok, Dawson City, Whitehorse, cruise from Skagway, Glacier Bay, Ketchikan, ending in Vancouver. 

Sharon Seto 

9/1-9/8 Yamato Travel Bureau / Venice Pioneer Project Tour to the Canadian Rockies -
Seattle, KBIatma, Banff, Jasper, Kamloops, Vancouver, Seattle. Ully Nomura 

9/17-9/24 Yamato Islands of New England with Collette Vacations - PrMIence, Newport, Boston, 

Cape Cod, Martha's Vineyard, Nantucket, Hyannis and Provincetown. Sharon Seto 

9/17-9129 Yamato Travel Bureau's Tour in Conjunction with the Japanese American National 
Museum Camp ConnectionslLife Interrupted Conference - Beaux Bridge, Avery tsland 

and New O!teans, Louisiana; Camp Shelby and VICksburg, Mississippi; Memphis, Tennessee; Rohwer and 

Jerome, ArI<ar1sas and Branson, Missouri. Ully Nomura 

10/4-10/13 Yamato Eastern Canada & Nova Scotia Tour - Montreal, Quebec, overnight train to Monoton, 

Prince Edward Island, Cape Breton, Halifax. Ully Nomura 

10/11-10/25 Yamato Deluxe Autumn Tour to Japan - Tok;<>, Sendal'Akiu Spa, NjiJata, Kanazawa, Kl"lo, 

Amanohashidate, Vonago and Hiroshima. Peggy Mikuni 

10/29-11/11 Yamato Tour to China with Yangtze River Cruise - Beijing, XIan, Chongqing, Vangzte River 

Cruise, Shanghai and Suzhou. Sharon Seto 
1218-12113 Yamato Christmas Tour to Branson - Kansas en; and Branson, featuring Shoji TabLdli, Vakov 

Smirnoff, Amy Williams and more. Peggy Mikuni 

Yarnato Travel BurealiBl continues to be a full service 1Tavel agency. This 
means we will sell all phases of leisure and corporate 1Tavel: airline tickets; 
hotel accommodations; car rentals; tours; cruises; rail passes, etc. We also 
have discounted airfare to certain destinations. Please call on our experi­
enced 1Tavel consultants for your 1Tavel and tour arrangements, 

Professional Memberships: American Society of Travel Agents (ASTA), Cruise Unes 
International Association (CLlA), Pacific Asia Travel Association (PATA), VACA-
nON.COM (a national consortium). . 

Pleas visH ourYamato Travel BureaU@websHe at: www.yamatotravel.com 

For more information, please call 
VAMATOTRAVELBUREAU® 

200 So. San Pedro Street, Suite #502 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 

(213) 680-0333 OR (800) 334-4982 
E-Mail: Vamatogroups@aol.com 

1vf.ortgage So{utions Provider 
.Omni Funding Services provides mortgage solutions to families and 

II I individuals needing help with their financing and investment decisions. We 

offer a complete selection of mortgage loan products that suit our borrowers' unique needs, 

• Seeking home loan financing? • Need to consolidate your debt? 

• No money for a down payment? • Refinancing? 
• Want to increase your savings • Need cash for your children's 

toward retirement? college? 

We can help! Call today! 

Gordon Yamagata 
Mortgage Consultant 

(800) 303·8887 ext. 676 

2004 ESCORTED TOURS 
SUMMER BASEBALL TOUR fJ parlG'l games + ~) ........... : .................... ............. . AUG 6 
MONTANA RAIL EXPLORER (GiacieriWaterton NIl Parks, 8 days) .............................. AUG 7 
BEST OF HOKKAIDO/TOHOKU (12 day,s) ...................................................... SEPT 26 
CLASSIC NEW ENGLAND/FALL FOLIAGE (w/Tauck Tours, 7 days) ...................... OCT 9 
JAPAN AUTUMN ADVENTURE (12days) ........................................... .... ........... OCT 18 
DISCOVER AUSTRALIAINEW ZEALAND (Plus Ayers Rocl\20 days) .................... OCT 24 

2005 UPCOMING ESCORTED TOURS 
DISCOVER TUSCANY & ROME (12 days, 2 hotel stays) ..................................... . MAR 21 

HOLLAND/BELGIUM TULIP CRUISE (11 days) ................................................ APRIL 9 
JAPAN SPRING ADVENTURE (Takayama Spr. Festival, 12 days) .......................... APRIL 11 

- CALL OR WRITE TODAY FOR OUR FREE BROCHURES -

Tanaka Travel Service is a full service agency and can assist you in issuing 
individual air tickets, cruise bookings, & other travel plans. 

TANAKA TRAVEL SERVICE 
441 O'Farrell St., San Francisco, CA 94102 

(415) 474·3900 or (800) 826-2521 
CST #1005545-40 

for details. 
................................................................. 

@UOIO 3tft ORIENTAL FOODS SINCE 1006 

.. K. SAKAI COMPANY 
1656 Post Street 

San Francisco. CA 94115 
Tel: (415) 92H)514 

Jon's Home 
FURNISHERS 

4995 Stockton Boulevard 
Sacramento, CA 95820 

T (916) 452.3347 
F (916) 452.6076 

www.jonsfurniture.com 

SOUP TO SUSHI 
(a special ooIlection of favorite recipes) 

New Deluxe 3-Ring 
Binder Cookbook With 

Over 750 Recipes 

$25 (plus $4 handling) 

Wesley United Methodist Women 
566 N. 5th Street 

San Jose, CA 95112 
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Cal~~;~NITY 

National 
Tues.-Sat., Aug. 10-I4-National 
JACL 75th Anniversary Convention: 
Waikiki, Hawaii. Honolulu chapter 
hosts say, "Come early and enjoy an 
extra day:' 

East Coast 
SEABROOK, NJ. 
Sat., July 17--Obon Odori. Info: 
Michelle Amano, 3011412-3866 or 
Ellen Williams, 301/587-6067. 
WASIllNGTON, D.C. 

CALENDAR . 
Klamath Falls, Ore.; theme is 
"Citizens Betrayed"; buses depart 
from San Francisco; Seattle, Portland, 
Berkeley and Sacramento. Regis­
tration, info; www.tulelake.org; (San 
Francisco) Hiroshi Shimizu, 
hshimizu@pacbell.net; (San Jose) 
Jimi Yamaichi, jimiyama@aol.com, 
408/ 269-9458; (Sacramento) Grace 
Kajita, TuleJake@att.net, 916/392-
5416; (Seattle) Stan Shikuma, 
snshikuma@aol.com, 206n21-1128; 
(Los Angeles) Sharon Yamato, syama­
to @comcast.net, 310/ 578-0090; 
(Japan) 045n87-2099 stakita@yoko­
hama-cu.ac.jp; www.geocities 
.com/sac benet. 

Sat., June I9-Lecture, Rituals in die 
Buddhist Practice; 2 p.m.; Meyer 
Auditorium; Reverend Kodani will 
present an overview of the historical 
development of rituals in Buddhist 
practice, and the relevance of such rit­
uals to day-to-day life in both a cultur­
al as well as a religious context. Info: 
2021357-2700. 

SMITHSONIAN PHOTO BY RICHARD STRAUSS 

LOS ANGELES-An American flag recovered amid World Trade 

Center debris will be featured in "September 11: Bearing Witness 

to History" at JANM. 

Southern Calforria 
CAMARILLO 
Sat., June 26-Seminar: Using 
Southern Califomia plants to create a 
Japanese style garden; 2-3 p.m.; 
Camarillo Community Library, 3100 

Sun., June 20-Sharnisen 
Recital/Concert; 1-3:30 p;m.; George 
Mason University, Center for the Arts. 
$1 O.Info: Alice Shirnomura, 703/425-
6108 or Sachiko Smith, 703n59-
5649. 
Sat., July '17-Film screening and 
book .signing, "A Most Unlikely 
Hero," a fIlm about Bruce 
Yamashita's race discrimination case; 

2 p.m.; Carmichael Auditorium, 
National Museum of American 
History. Info: 2021357-2700. 
WHEATON, Maryland 
Sat., June 26-JACL Picnic; 12:30 
p.m.; Wheaton Regional Park, Shelter 
D, Shorefield Road. 

Momtain Plains 
ALBUQUERQUE 

Sun., June 20-Annual Asian 
Festival of Cultures, sponsored by the 
Asian American Association of New 
Mexico; 1-5 p.m.; Cesar Chavez 
Community Center; 7505 Kathryn SE. 
Info: Esther Churchwell, 505/883-
5320. 

Sun., June 27-Amiual JACL picnic; 
Holiday Park (Comanche NE, 
between Juan Tabo and Tramway 
NE). 

DENVER 

Sat.-8un., June 26-27-32ndAru:lual 
Denver Cherry Blossom Festival; 11-
5 p.m. (9 p.m. on Sat.); 1947 
Lawrence, between 19th and 20th 
Streets; Free. Info: 303/295-1844, 
303/380-8972 or www.tsdbt.orglcher­
ryblossom.htrnl. 

nterl'11Ol8'ltan 
MINIDOKA, Idaho 
Fri.-Sun., June 25-27-2004 
Minidoka Pilgrimage; buses froin 
Seattle and Portland to 1\vin Falls; 

guided tours of the 73-acre Minidoka 
Internment National Monument and a 
restored barrack; Sunday memorial 
service will honor former internees 
who served in the armed forces; 
Sunday luncheon and, special pro­
gram. Registration, info: · Gloria 
Shigeno, co-chair, gloriashigeno@ 
hotmail.com. 

PaciilC Northwest 
BELLEVUE, Wash. 
Mon., July 12--Nikkei Concerns 
Benefit Dinner; 4-9 p.m.; South China 
Restaurant, 5606 119th Ave. S.E., 
Tickets: $12, to purchase: 206/323-
7100 or Seattle Keiro, Nikkei Manor 
and South China Restaurant. 
MILL CREEK, Wash. 
Mon., June 28-Nikkei Concerns 
4th Annual Founders' Golf 
Toumament; check-in 10 a.m.; Mill 
Creek Country Club; $175 per player, 
shotgun start. Inf9: www.nikkeicon­
cernsgolf.org or Nikkei Concerns 
Fund Development Dept., 206/323-
7100. 
SEATTLE 
Sat., June 26-14th Annual Walk for 
Rice; 8 a.m.; Seward Park. Info: 
206/695-7551 or www.Wa\kForRice. 
com 

Sat., July 100Nisei Veterans 
Committe Cookout; 5-7 p.m.; steaks, 
salmon and hot dogs; $6 per person. 
Info: Carol Narasaki, 206/524-7307. 

Northern caiforria 
FLORIN 
Sat., June 26- Florin JACL ice 
cream social and annual scholarship 
awards; 1-3 p.m.; Florin Community 
History Center, 7245 Fletcher Farms 
Drive; R.S.Y.P. by June 21. $3 dona­
tioin at the door. Info: Emi Ashida, 
(530) 715-0267 or eminatorOl@hot­

mail.com. 
SACRAMENTO 

GREAT FOOD" GAMES ., BAIC£RY SALE 

TOMONOJ(AI AlrrS 4 CRAFT SALE 

FRESH PROOVCE SALE" PLANTS' FLOWERS SALE 

HANDS ON AcnVITIES " CVLTVRAL EXHIBITS ~ ART EXHIBIT 

}APANESEAMl:.RICAN KOREAN WAR VETERANS EXHIBIT 

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT '. MARTIAL ARTS DEMONSTRATIONS 

BINGO' SAT. 6:00PM - 9:00PM' SVN, 4:00PM - 7:30PM' 

* HOVRLY RAFFLE DRAWINGS * 
Saturda~ June 16 
n noon to 9:00 pm 

Sunday) June 17 
n noon to 7:30 pm 

Jc] 
1964 W. 162nd St • Gardena, CA 90247 • Phone: 310.324.6611 

Sat., June 19-Lecture and sale of . 

traditional Japanese treasures and tex­
tile; lecture: 11 a.m., sale: 12-4 p.m.; 
Parkview Presbyterian Church, 727 T 

St. Sponsored by Jan Ken Po Cultural 
Association. Info: 916/427-2841 or 
916/446-9844. 
SAN FRANCISCO 
Fri., June 25-Sept. 26-Exhibition, 
Geisha: Beyond the Painted Smile; 
Asian Art Museum, 200 Larkin St.; 
$10 for adults, $7 for seniors, $6 for 
youths 12-17 and free for children 
under 12, museum members are free. 
Info: 415/581-3500 or 
www.asianart.org. 

SAN JOSE 
Through June 3O-Exhibit, "1942: 
Luggage From Home to Camp" by 
Flo Oy Wong; Japanese American 
Museum of San Jose; 535 N. Fifth St. 
Info: 408/294-3138; www.jamsj.org. 

SAN MATEO 
Thurs., June 24-San Mateo 
JACCC goes to SBC Park; Giants vs. 
Dodgers; 4 p.m. $25 per ticket. Info: 
650/343-2793. 
SANTACRUZ 
Sat., June 19-Japanese Cultural 
Fair; Mission Plaza Park. Watsonville­
Santa Cruz JACL, co-sponsor. 
SEBASTOPOL 

Mon.-Fri., July 19-23-Taiko and 
Japanese Culture Camp; Session I for 
ages 7-9; July 26-30-Session II for 
ages 10-12; both sessions 9 a.m.-12 
p.m.; Enmanji Temple; $125 per child 
per session; JACL members $100 per 
child per session. Info and reservations: 
707/575-0723 or email.info@sono­

Ponderosa Dr.; Free. Sponsored by 
Ventura County JACL. Info: Anne 
Chilcott, 805/492-0146 or 
vcjac1@hotmail.com. 

GARDENA 
Sat.-Sun., June 26-27-Exhibit: 
Japanese American Korean War 
Veterans Memorial in conjunction 
with the JCI Carnival; 12-7 p.m.; JCI, 
1964 W. 162nd St. Info: 310/324-
6611. 
LA CANADA FLINTRIDGE 
Fri., June IS-June 20-34th Annual 
Bonsai Exhibition; 9 a.m.-4 p.m.; 

Descanso Gardens, Van de Kamp 
Hall, 1418 Descanso Drive. Info: 
8181952-4400. 
LOS ANGELES 
Sat., June 19-July 25-
Contemporary Japanese Crafts; an 
exhibition that explores the heart of late 
20th century Japanese applied arts; The 
works of bamboo · artist Hajime 
Nakatomi . will- be on special exhibit 

concurrently; George J. Doizaki 
Gallery, JACCC, 244 S. San Pedro St. 
Free. Info: 213/628-2725 or 
www.jaccc.org. 
Thurs., July I-Aug. 15-Exhibition, 
September 11 : Bearing Witness to 
History; JANM, 369 E. First St.; 
objects and stories from Sept. 11 
tragedies presented in Smithsonian 
Memorial Exhibition. Info: 
wwwJanm.org. 
PASADENA 
Through June 2O-Exhibit" ''Kam­
pail The Arts of Japanese Sake"; 
Pacific Asia Museum, 46 N. Robles 

Ave.; explores the history of sake and 
the religious and social significance of 

macountytaiko.org .. 

TULELAKE 
Fri.-Mon., July 2-5-2004 Tule Lake 
~grimage; accommodations at th.e 
Oregon Institute of Technology in 

.,. Japanese rice wine; featuring sculp­

.. ture, ceramics, lacquer ware, paintings, 
prints. Info: 626/449-2742 ext. 19; 
www.pacificasiamuseum.org. 

Original Handcast Bronze K A M 0 N 

J. A. ~~ 
Designed & custom-created to eternally commemorate 

your Issei forefathers in a uniquely "Japanese American" form 

* S EB **:9::>cfl ! Complete library of Kamon references * J. A. ~ ~i ~ / Individualized Q & A sessions for learning 
about your Kaman & Japanese surname through your JA Kaman. 

Since 1972, we have been providing instruction / exhibits on the art of explicating what 
your Kamon reveals through its design about your surname & Japanese history. 

For further info. on our bronze 1.A. Kamon, please contact: 

Yoshida Kaman Art 
P. O. Box 2958, Gardena, CA 90247-1158 
(21 3) 629-2848 (8 am - 10 pm/PST) 

Mme. KEI YOSHIDA, Researcher/Instructor NINA YO~HIDA, Translator 

3rd Annual JACL 
Credit Union 

Volleyball 
Tournament 

Mark your calendars for 

July 30-31,2004 

For more info call 
800-544-8828 

PACIFIC CITIZEN, J UNE 1S-JULY 1, 2004 

Fri., June IS-Sept. 20-Exhibition: 

Chinese Art from the Permanent 
Collection; Norton Simon' Museum, 

411 W. Colorado Blvd.; $6 for adults, 
seniors, $3. Info: 626/449-6840 or 
www.nortonsimon.org. 
REDLANDS 
Sun., June 27-Riverside JACL 
Annual Community Picnic; 11:30 
a.m.; Sylvan Park; RSVP with names 

and ages to Helen Yoshikawa, 
909n35-8481. 
TORRANCE 
Sat., June 26-00 For Broke 
Educational Foundation Seeks 
Volunteers; 10-1 p.m.; Go For Broke 
office; the orientation is open to the 
public, but space is limited. RSVP by 
June 21 to Dori Sugiyama, volunteer 
coordinator, 3101222-5704 or 
dori @goforbroke.org. 

WEST COVINA 
Sat., June I9-Casino Night, benefits 
the E. San Gabriel Valley Japanese 
Community Center and the 
Sabers/Saberettes Youth Basketball 
Organizations; 6-11 p.m.; 1203 W. 
Puente Ave.; Donation $25 in advance, 
$30 at the door; Info: Susie Kozono, 
909/598-8450 or 
Sabersmama@aol.com. 
Sat., July 3-Obon Festival;] -9 p.m.; 

E. San Gabriel Valley Japanese 
Community Center, 1203 W. Puente 
Ave. Info: West Covina Buddhist 
Temple, 6261913-0622 or 6261960-
2566. 

Arizona - Nevada 
LAS VEGAS 
Sat., June 26-18th Annual 
Hawaiian Luau and Scholarship 
Luncheon; 11-4 p.m.; Spring 
Meadows Presbyterian Church, 1600 
E. Oakey; $10; entertainment and raf-

. fie prizes. Info: Las Vegas JACL, 
702/382-4443 .• 

Correction 
In the June 4-17 Pacific 

Citizen issue's "Very Truly 
Yours" column, the correct ZIP 
code to order a coPY.of "Nanka 
Nikkei Voice III" is: P.O. Box 
3164,Torrance, CA 90510, 
$20 postpaid .• 

DEADLINE for Calendar is 
the Friday before date of issue, 
on a space-available basis. 

Please provide the time and 
place of the event, and name 
and phone number (including 
area code) of a contact per­
son . 

Los Angeles 
Japanese Casualty 

Insurance Assn. 
COMPLETE INSURANCE 

PROTECTION 

FIA Insurance Services, Inc. 
99 S. Lake Ave., Pasadena 91101 

Suite 300 (626) 795·7059 
LiC# 0175794 

Ota Insurance Agency, Inc. 
35 N. Lake Ave., Pasadena 91101 

Suite 250 (626) 795·6205 
LiC# 0542395 

Kagawa Insurance Agency, Inc. 
420 E. Third St., Los Angeles 90013 

Suite 901 (213) 628·1800 
Lic# 0542624 

J. Morey Company, Inc. 
One Centerpointe Drive, La Palma 90623 
Suite 260 (714) 562·5910 

LiC# 0655907 

Ogino-Aizumi Insurance Agency 
1818 W. Beverly BI., Montebello 90640 

Suite 210 (323) 728·7488 
LiC# 0606452 

Tsuneishi Insurance Agency, Inc. 
367 Van Ness Way, Torrance 90501 

Suite 611 (310) 533-8877 
LiC# 0599528 

Sato Insurance Agency, Inc. 
420 Boyd St, Los Angeles 90013 

Suite 4F (213) 680-4190 
Lic# 0441090 

Quality Insurance Service, Inc 
dba: T. Roy Iwami & Associates 

241 E. Pomona Blvd., Monterey Park 91754 
(323) 727-7755 
Lic# 0638513 

Charles M. Kamiya & Sons, Inc. 
DBA Kenneth M. Kamiya Ins. 

373 Van Ness Ave., Torrance 90501 
Suite 200 (310) 781·2066 

LiC# 0207119 

Frank M. Iwasaki - OBA Insurance 
121 N. Woodburn Drive, Los Angeles 90049 

(323) 879-2184 
LiC# 0041676 
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REAGAN 
(Continued from page 1) 

and paid respects to Reagan. Both 

U.S. Sen. Daniel Inouye, D­

Hawaii, and U.S. Rep. Bob 

Matsui,D-Sacramento: worked 

with Reagan during the Redress 

campaign and praised the 

President for his leadership and 

vision. 

ObituQuies 
suffered the indignities of forced 

internment during World War II. 

All the towns are In California except as noted .. 

The signing took place during 

the same time as the 1988 JACL 

national convention in Seattle and 

several JACL representatives and 

. officials flew a red eye flight to 

Washington, D.C., for the official 

signing ceremony. 

Pacific Citizen Editor Emeritus 

Harry Honda remembers attend­

ing the historic ceremony and was 

pleasantly surprised when Reagan 

mentioned a P.e. article he had 

read during his speech at the 

White House signing ceremony. 

"It was a pleasant and an unex-

. pected moment for me to hear 

President Reagan mention the 

Pacific Citizen in his remarks at 

the signing of HR 442 - the 

Redress bill," said Honda "No 

other President has ever cited the 

national publication in public." 

Reagan was California's gover­

nor from 1967 to 1975 and was 

elected to the U.S. presidency in 

1980 at the age of 69, the oldest 

man ever elected president. He 

went on to serve a second term 

and was best known as the presi­

dent who ended the Cold War. 

. He left office in 1989 with the 

highest popularity rating of any 

retiring president in the history of 

modem-day public opinion polls. 

For most of the past decade, 

Reagan spent his time in seclusion 

while battling Alzheimer's and 

did not give media interviews. 

Dignitaries and officials 

throughout the nation honored 

"I join America in mourning the 

passing of a great man," said 

Inouye, in a statement. "He was a 

leader of eloquence and humor,' 

whose optimistic faith in the 

United States of America was 

unshakable. " 

"We will all remember 

President Ronald Reagan's 

warmth, vitality and leadership," 

said Matsui in a prepared state­

ment. "He led our country through 

many difficult changes, but 

through it all he kept his eternal 

sense of optimism and always 

stood for what he believed in." 

U.S. Secretary of Labor Elaine 

Chao, stated: "President Ronald 

Reagan ended the · cold war and 

changed the world. He made gov­

ernment responsive to the 

American people. His optimism, 

courage, and love of freedom 

changed the way we perceived 

ourselves as Am.ericans. I was 

privileged to work in his 

Administration." 

Reagan is survived by his wife 

Nancy; three children, Michael, 

from his first marriage and Patti 

Davis and Ron from his second. 

His oldest daughter, . Maureen, 

from his first marriage, died in 
August 2001 at age 60 of cancer. 

• 
Associated Press contributed to 

this article. 

Fugikawa, Mary, 92, Cincinnati, 
Ohio; survived by children, Jane 
Sugawara, Betty Koenig, Edward, 
Les and Diane Williams; 24 gc.; 16 
ggc.; brother, Tom Nakamoto; and 
sisters, Leona Inamasu and Gladys 
Inouye. 

Kawauchi, Yukio, 84, Gardena, 

This compilation appears on a space­
available basis at no cost. Printed obituar­
ies from your newspaper are welcome. 
"Death Notices," which appear in a timely 
manner at request of the family or funeral 
director, are published at the rate of $15 
per column inch. Text is reworded as nec­
essary. 

April 27; Terminal Island-born Nisei; 
WWII Veteran; survived by wife, 
Hisako; sons, Roy and Gary 
(Sophie); ' daughter, Linda (Bruce) 
Fujikawa; 2 gc.; brothers, Kazuo 
(Haruko) and Yoshihiro (Tarniko); 
sisters-in-law, Aiko and Setsuko 
Kawauchi, Kayoe Funaoka and Aki 
Fujii; and brother-in-law, Rev. 
Yoshikazu (Miyoko) Fujii. 

Lee, Cpl. Bumrok, 21, 
Sunnyvale, June 2; fought in Iraq; 
survived by his parents; and sister, 
Elis Lee. 

Makino, Edith, 94, Henderson, 
Nev., May 29; San Jose-born, Gila 
Internee, French Camp JACLer; sur­
vived by daughter, Anne (Roger) 
Yamamoto and brother, Tom (Kay) 
Nakata. 

Miyagawa, Helen Sumiko, 
Chicago, Jan. 28; survived by hus­
band, George; daughter, Gail (Rich) 
Hanaoka; 5 gc.; brother, Tomy 
(Mary) Endo; sister, Jean Endo; 
brother-in-law, Nori (Lorain) 
Miyagawa; and sister-in-law, Seiko 
(Ed) Edamatsu. 

Saito, Takako, 89, Ontario, 
Canada, April 29; survived by daugh­
ter, Masako. 
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Sato, Yonetaro "John," 89, 
Seattle, April 12; 442nd Veteran; sur­
vived by sister, Hiroko Yoshida; 
brother, Fred (Amy); and sisters-in­
law, Hamayo Sato and Marion Sato. 

Shimidzu, Mary, Gardena, March 
31; survived by sister, Nettie 
Muramoto; cousins, in-laws, nieces 
and nephews. 

Tada, Masako, 49, May 1; sur-

DEATH NOTICE 

HISA H. AMIMOTO 
CHICAGO, I1L-Hisa H. Amimoto, 

86, beloved wife of the late Minoru, 
beloved sister of George (Irene) and Tami 
(Yayoi) Hirashiki and dear aunt of many 
nieces and nephews, has passed away. A 
memorial service was held June 9 at the 
Ravenswood Fellowship United 
Methodist Church in Chicago. 

DEATH NOTICE 

ELMER MASAAKI 
UCmDA 

Memorial services for the late Mr. 
Elmer Masaaki Uchida, 89-year-old, 
Florin, Calif., Manzanar Internee and 
Nisei born resident of West Los Angeles, 
who was born Dec. 15, 1914, passed 
away May 30 at Berkeley East 
Convalescent Hospital, were held June 4 
at West Los Angeles United Methodist 
Church under the direction of Fukui 
Mortuary. He is survived by his son, 
Randy (Gloria) Uchida; daughter, Joan 
(Ron) Watanabe; grandsons, Andrew 
Uchida and Scott and Ryan Watanabe; 
granddaughter, Lisa Watanabe; brothers, 
David (Mary), Leo (Florence) and 
George (Frances) Uchida; sisters, Mary 
(Yoshio) . Kiino and Sumiye (Roy) 
Takeno; brother-in-law, Jimmy Fukuhara; 
cousin, Mitsuko Uchida; many nieces, 
nephews and other relatives of the Uchida 
and Nishi families of West Los Angeles. 
He is preceded in death by his wife, 
Setsuko Nishi Uchida; siblings, Ruby 
(Fred) Nakano, Daniel, Ruth, May (Ed) 
Tominaga, and Eileen Fukuhara; cousins, 
Howard and Kazuo Uchida. 
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vived by husband, Masatoshi; chil­
dren, Miho (Takeshi) aka, Yukio, 
toshiyuki and Mizuho; father, Wing 
Thng; step-mother, Li-Feng; broth- ~ 

ers, Francis (Soo-Kwen), Thomas 
(Cecilia), and Joseph; and sisters, 
Bick-Yuk (Chi-Keung) and Katie 
(Allan). 

lSuji, Kenryu T., 84, San Mateo, 
Feb. 26; first U.S. citizen to serve as 
bishop of the Buddhist Churches of 
America; survived by wife, Sakaye; 
5 children; and 6 gc .• 

DEATH NOTICE 

MARION I. FUJII 
CmCAGO, nL-Marion I. Fujii, 82, 

beloved wife of Fred Y., loving mother of 
Stephen (Mary), John and Gary Fujii, 
fond grandmother of Darren, Brian 
(Kelly), Denise, Michael (Elenora), 
Gregory, Elaine, Sarah and great grand-. 
mother of Madison Fujii, passed away. A 
memorial service was held June 5 at 
Montrose Cemetery. 

F.D.L.#929 
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SKIN DEEP 
(Continued from page 1) 

with Asian writing is something 

Horitaka calls . a strictly American 

tendency - tattooing one's own 

name onto the body. 

A small kanji character that trans­

lates to "Ham" sits on Amy 

Wakayama's right hipbone. In the 

summer of 1998, when "'tattoos 

were the rage," Wakayarna sum­

moned her language skills learned 

from past Japanese classes and 

chose the character because it repre­

sented her middle name "Harue" 

and her father's name "Haruo." 

But for others, getting a self-refer-

ential tattoo is a very personal 

attempt to reclaim their diminishing 

heritage. 

Ken Arata, 25, is planning to get 

his family name tattooed down his 

spine in kanji to show that his 

Japanese heritage is the backbone of 

his existence even though he does 

not speak the language. 

Megan Carriero, 20, is Smith 

Korean but she was adopted at a 

young age by a European American 

couple in Connecticut who kept 

reminding her of her Korean name; 

which means "Silky Girl." The tat­

too on her lower back is the Korean 

characters for "Silky Girl," which 

she researched by rifling through 

Alice Kasai Scholarship 
Winners Announced 

her adoption papers and then 

showed to the tattoo artist to have 

etched into her skin. 

"Not that I want to combine both 

my lives, because 1 am who 1 am. 1 

am American, but from Asian 

d~scent. It's just my way of giving 

tribute, in . a way, and remembering 

that 1 am originally from Asia," said 

Carriero. 

Because of her own experience, 

Carriero said that she fmds the cur­

rent popularity of tattoos with Asian 

characters silly for people to get 

unless they have a real connection 

with the culture. 

But Nicole Conley defends her 

decision to get the Chinese words for 

"Year of the Ram" and "Year of the 

Rooster" tattooed on the front of 

each shoulder next to her collarbone. 

Even though she is not Asian, she 

has a love for the culture. And her 

tattoos are not just fashion acces­

sories, but are symbols of a special 

bond between herself and her hus­

band who has matching tattoos. 

Still, Conley said that when Asian 

Americans see her tattoos, they give 

her a "quick quiz" and seem pleased 

as long as she knows the true mean­

ing of the characters. 

In his 13 years of experience as a 

tattoo artist in Los Angeles, Kirk 

Alley estimated that one out of every 

20 customers goes to a walk-in tat­

too shop to get a tattoo with Asian 

characters, and from that percentile 

most of those are Caucasians and 

African Americans. He attributes 

this popularity to a "monkey see, 

monkey do" attitude. 

However, the popularity of these 

tattoos has created another problem 

- nonsensical writing and uninten­

tionally funny denotations. 

"The Chinese-Japanese written 

language is very complex. Unless 

the tattoo artist speaks and writes the 

language, it's impossible to translate 
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correctly," said Alley. "One wrong 

brush stroke and it says something 

completely different." 

Stories about tattoo artists wreak­

ing revenge on nasty customers by 

inking derogatory phrases like "slut" 

and "ugly" float from one tattoo 

shop to another like urban legends, 

but Horitaka has seen a lot of really 

messed up kanji that declare gibber­

ish. 

Whether for cul~ or fashion- . 

able reasons, he has advice for the 

. burgeoning group of young people 

scrambling to get their ethnic phrase 

inked in their skin: do your research. 

"People corne [into the tattoo 

shop] and say, 'I got this off the 

internet,'" said Horitaka. "Well, the 

internet is a toilet bow1. Others corne 

in and say, 'We were ata Chinese 

restaurant and someone helped us 

translate this.' Well, did you tip 

well?" • 
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The Alice Kasai scholarship awards were presented as part of a joint 
scholarship award dinner for the three Utah chapters - Salt Lake 
City, Mt. Olympus, and Wasatch North - held recently at the Salt 
Lake Community College. 
Thanks to a successful Tanoshimi no Yoru fund raiser a total of $4,000 
in scholarships was awarded from the Alice Kasai Scholarship Fund. 
This year's winners, pictured left to right, are: Eric Murakami ($500), 
Greg Stillman ($1,000), Jamie Doi ($1,000), Ryan Akimoto ($1,000), 
and Krista Furubayashi ($500) .• 
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