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Buddhist Temple Remains Heart of Community
Through peace, war and
redevelopment, Nishi
Hongwanji has surmounted all obstacles,
but now faces challenge
of attracting younger
members.
By LYNDA LIN
Assistant Editor

Hawaii's Waimea Bay.

TV Networks' Current Fascination
With Hawaii Often Doesn't
Translate Into More Roles for APAs
By CAROLINE AOYAGI
Executive Editor
No one can blame the big television networks for their love affair
with the beautiful islands of Hawaii,
but as several new shows are set to
launch or are already on air, the lack
of Asian Pacific Americans in the
shows' casts have many APAs wondering: what Hawaii i this?
In a state where Asian Pacific
Islander Americans make up more
than 80 percent of the population
and whites are considered the
minority, a look at the new line-up
of shows for FOX, the WB network,
and NBC show no APIA lead actors
and only one or two APIAs in supporting roles.
''I'm really appalled;' said New
York based actor Triple Edwards,
who has been working in the industry for 10 years now. "In a state
where 80 percent of people are
APA, they still don't use us. These
shows fail because they lack authenticity."
"It's a form of apartheid to continually sh~w
the 30 percent that live in
the 50th state (whites) and ignore
the majority," said Columnist .Guy
Aoki. "To ignore us is to deny any
positive contributions we make to
society."
The alarming lack of APA actors
is illustrated in FOX's new show

"North Shore" which. recently
began airing. The show is set at a
five-star Hawaiian resort and follows the intrigues and romances of
the hotel's employees and its guests.
"North Shore" has only one part·
Hawaiian actor in its cast, Jason
Momoa of "Baywatch Hawaii," and
the two leads are played by Brooke
Burns ("Baywatch") and Kristoffer
Polaha
("Birds
of Prey").
Interestingly, Polaha's character is
suppose to be a "Hawaiian native."
"It feels like someone is saying,
'Asians are not as interesting to
watch as white people, so we're
going to pretend there aren't any in
Hawaii,'" said Vic Chao ("Pearl
Harbor"), an actor based in Los
Angeles, after watching a recent
episode of "North Shore." "I can't
imagine setting a show in say, El
Paso or Harlem and not casting peO:ple of color."
Other shows scheduled to be
. released this fall or early next year
are: "Rocky Point" from the WB
channel and "Hawaii" from NBC.
"Rocky Point" is set in Hawaii's
North Shore and is a coming of age
story about 19-year-old Cassie
Flynn who heads home to her birthplace only to be confronted by her
estranged father played by Billy
Campbell ("Once and Again"). No
word yet on supporting cast memSee NETWORK TV/page 6

LITTLE TOKYO-Reverend
Fumiaki Usuki starts his Sunday
morning sermon with a simple
question, "It's June 27th, do you·
notice anything different?" There is
a pregnant pause until he jokes that
he's tired too because it's still really
early in the morning. "Do you
notice any changes?" he asks again
and then volunteers his own answer:
inside the walls of Nishi Hongwanji
Buddhist Temple nothing may
change, but the world outside is constantly in flux.
His words are met with a handful
of acknowledging nods from his
congregation, a sampling of individuals, young and old with different
backgrounds, but who all gather at
the oldest Buddhist temple in Little
Tokyo to sing, chant and celebrate in
an enduring tradition.
Indeed, the world outside has
changed dramatically since Nishi
Hongwanji first embedded its roots
into the local Japanese American
community in 1925. Through the
turbulent internment era and the
post-war revitalization of Little
Tokyo, the temple has bore witness
to many social and political

For Whom the Bell Tolls: Reverend Fumiaki Usuki calls
Buddhism a way of life. Here, he stands on the historic temple's
bell tower, overlooking Los Angeles' Little Tokyo.
changes. When fedora hats gave
way to bell-bottom pants and polyester suits were retired in favor of
aerobic-chic tights and leg-warmers,
Nishi Hongwanji never went out of
style.
The temple did, however, shed its
skin once in 1969 moving from its
original location to its present-day
address at 815 East First Street
where it sits ornately and serenely at

the entrance to Little Tokyo stretching its cultural roots deeper throughout the city and whispering historical secrets to all who will listen.
But for a temple that waited and
persevered even when its members
were relocated to internment camps,
Nishi Hongwanji faces new and
possibly more daunting challenges
today on the cusp of its l00th birthSee TEMPLE/page 12

Muslim Chaplain Makes First Public Appearance Since Exoneration
By MADISON J. GRAY
Associated Press Writer
NEW yoR1<:.-In the first public
appearance since his exoneration, a
Muslim Army chaplain who had
been suspected of espionage
thanked supporters of civil liberties.

JACL Launches
Midyear Campaign
By JOHN TATEIsm
JACL Executive Director

As you read this issue of the
Pacific Citizen, you'll see that we've
embarked
once again on
our
annual
Mid-Year
Fund Raising
Campaign.
I've sometimes
been
asked why we
began a mid-year campaign and
how important is it in the overall
See TATEISHllpage 2.

James Yee, originally from
Springfield, N.J., was arrested last
year in a probe of suspected espionage at the U.S. military's detention facility at Guantanamo Bay,
Cuba. He was imprisoned for 76
days before all charges against him
were dropped.
He appeared June 25 at a
Chinatown benefit to raise money
for his legal bills, although a gag
order limited his ability to talk about
the case.
"I'm not here tonight to talk about
my case, but to thank those who
stand in support of civil liberties,"
Vee said. "I thank everyone for their
patience, and God willing, they'll be
able to hear my story."
Vee, 35, ministered to prisoners at
Guantanamo Bay, where the military is holding suspected Muslim
terrorists. He was arrested in
September carrying what authorities
said were classified documents.
In March, Army officials dismissed all criminal charges against
him, saying national security concerns prevented them from seeking
a court-martial in open court.

Yee was then found guilty of the
non-criminal Army charges of adultery and downloading pornography.
The reprimand he received was
thrown out by an Army general a
month later.
Yee's case has garnered nationwide support, particularly among
the Asian American and Muslim
American communities.
"James Yee would not have been
targeted if it were not for this heightened hysteria against Muslims," said
Wayne Lum, an · AA community
activist.
Queens City Councilman John
Liu called Vee's case "another chapter in the long history of persecution
of Asian Americans."
Several members of Congress,
including Democratic Sens. Carl
Levin of Michigan and Edward .
Kennedy of Massach\lsetts, have
called on the Pentagon to investigate
the Army's treatment ofYee.
After he was exonerated, Vee
returned to his home base of Fort
Lewis, Wash., and resumed his
duties as chaplain. •
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the overall budget. For decades, we
did a year-end direct mail fund raiser, but because of increased costs in
running the day-to-day operations of
the organization, and without the
reserves we could always fall back
on in the past, we began the mid-year
campaign to get us through the year.
As I've noted previously here, our
prinlary source of funding comes
from
membership
revenues.
Essentially, we live and die by our
membership numbers, and the pattem of our renewals is such that the
bulk of renewals begins in
November and December and peaks
around March and April. By the

summer months, we're generally at a
trickle, which of course affects our
cash flow.
So we began the mid-year campaign to bolster our finances, and it's
now become a regular part of our
budget. The mid-year campaign is
especially critical because it helps
offset the trickle in membership revenues. It helps enormously to add to
the badly needed flow.
. When the call goes out to JACL
members, we've always found our
membership to be very generous and
supportive. Personally, I've seen this
over the years, starting way back
during the redress years in the 1970s
and 80s. As the chair of the campaign, and later as the director,
whenever we needed funds to help

A Huge Thank You to Our Readers
Once again, thank you to our readers for your continued support!
fu only its second year, the Pacific
Citizen's annual Spring Campaign
fundraiser was once again a huge
success. With total contributions of
$lO,330 and over 83 donors, the
funds raised this year surpassed our
goal of $lO,OOO (see list below).
The monies raised will help the
P.e. in the general operations of the
newspaper and will go .towards the
purchase of much needed new
equipment including: computers,
printers, updated software, and a digital camera.
fu addition to our valued readers,
the P. e. would also like to thank
those who donated posters, books,
and videos towards the campaign.
Thank you to: Pete Hironaka, Joyce
Hirohata, Lane Nishikawa, Eric
Hayashi, and Gregg Yokoyama.
As the P.e. editorial board members have reported, the P.e. is only
partially funded by national JACL
and almost half of the P.e. budget is
$1,500-$1,000 $999-$450 -

raised by the staff here through
advertisements, non-member subscriptions, and the Spring Campaign
fundraiser.
The national JACL has been struggling financially the past several
years largely due to a drop in membership numbers and the poor performance of its investment portfolio.
This directly impacts the operations
of the P. e. with consistent cuts to the
newspaper budget.
With the upcoming national. JACL
convention in Hawaii this August,
we ask for your continued support as
the organization looks to approve the
proposed 2005-2006 national JACL
budget. As the main membership
benefit that helps to keep JACL
members informed of the goings-on
in the Japanese American and larger
Asian Pacific American communities, we here at the P.e. appreciate
your support.
Again, thank you!

~rt

Executive Editor

Hit Tochiura.

Anonymous, Miyo Berger, Pocatello Blackfoot JACL.

Iwasaki, Lee Kusumoto, William and Victoria
$250-$200 - George and Tomik~
Mamtani, Tsutomu Nakano, Mike Namba, Jane Ozawa, Seattle JACL Board, Shiro
and Katherine Shiraga, Ken and Esther Takeuchi, Ernest Urata, Ted and Margaret
Yasuda.
$199-$100 - Berkeley JACL, S. Daniel Date, George and Janice Higashi, May
Hirata, Hany Hiruo, Frank lnami, Nami Iwatake, Milton Kanatani, Shigeru
Kaneshiro, Micki Kawakami, Thomas Kurihara, Paul and Atsuko Kusuda, Mac
Makino, Susan Matsumoto, Mary Minamoto, Kit Mizukami, Richard Morimoto,
Steven Nagata and Courtney Goto, Ted and Michele Namba, Nell Noguchi, Dolly
Ogata, Nancy Okada, Toni Okada, M. Sid Okazaki, Roger Ozaki, Tom Sakai, Fred
and Mitsue Salador, Tada Sato, Yayoi Ailene Scott, George Shimizu, Madeleine
Sugimoto, Eiko Takemoto, Louise Takeuchi, Hank and Sachie Tanaka, George
Wakiji.
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keep the campaign going, we could
put out the call to our membership
and we could always depend on support.
I could write volumes about that
and about how so many of you carried the redress campaign for the
entire Japanese Americail community. But that's for another time.
For now, we're asking all of you
to contribute what you can to this
critical fund raiser, whether it's $25
or $100 or more. Anything you can
contribute helps, and you know it
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- goes to a good cause in helping this
organization doing the great job it
always has done.
A fact: whether we raise $35,000
or $100,000 in our direct mail
efforts, it's generally the same group
of people who contribute, sometimes reaching deeper into their
pockets to help out. So beginning
this year, we're asking everyone to
take part in this campaign by contributing whatever you can. .
Thanks in advance for your continued support. •

I
I want to help support JACJ.:s mission to protect civil rights,
I
education
and promote cultural values and preserve the heritage
I
and legacy of the Japanese American community.
I
I
Enclosed is my/our gift of: 0 $100 0 $150 0 $200 Other _ _ __
I
I
l NAME:
ADDRESS: ____________~CITY: _ _ _ _ _ _-:_~
MEMBER 1.0.:

CARD TYPE: -"'~:_.,7

SIGNAlURE: ______________",.-J4~'+

-

-

Please return this fonn with }'OUr check; payable to J8panese American Citizens League (JACL)
·and mailed to: P.O. Box 7144, San Francisco, CA 94120-7144
_________________________________
~
L Your
donation is fully tax deductible.

An Open Letter to
John Tateishi and
Dale Minami
Thank you for your prompt, sameday, explicit response to Dallas
Cowboys coach Bill Parcells' use of
"Jap" and Oriental in a news conference June 7. We are proud to have
your strong and emphatic reaction,
and echo your statements. The
Knight-Ridder Tribune interviews
and your denunciation of the use of
"Jap" were even printed in our
Pocatello, ID newspaper!
Parcells took a calculated risk by
qualifying his words, showing his
awareness that using "Jap" is unacceptable - and thanks to individuals
like you and others, he lost.
Hopefully, we can continue this
enlightenment to include the realization that "Jap Road" and "Jap Lane,"
ruso in Texas, are unacceptable and
must change.

$99-under - Ben Arikawa, Mrs. C.J. Collins, Marii Hasegawa, Kenji Hironaka,
Fred Hirotani, Buichi Kajiwara, Marian and Kimio Kanaya, Edward Kobata, Kara
Kondo, Ima Kozen, Satoko Kurita, Richard Kushino, Barney and Patricia
Matsumoto, Arthur Matsuura, Audrey Mizokami, Albert Naito, Mrs. Tokie Nerio,
Ruth Nishimura, Fusae Nishina, Toyoo Nitake, Paul and Katherine Ohtaki, Mabel
Ota, Thomas and Jean Otani, Hide Sakai, Yoshio Sano, Ronald Shitlzaki, Sam Shoji,
Katherine Sugimoto, George Suyehiro, Sachi Suzuki, Mas Yamasaki, Homer and
Miki Yasui, Ham Yoshida.

~

~et!4h.lHi
Pocatello, Idaho

o
Reagan's Legacy
While we remember President
Reagan for signing Civil Liberties
Bill HR22, let us not forget that the
bill designated the redress payments
to be paid to surviving Japanese
Americans who had been interned

over a 50-year period. Under this
original plan, most internees would
have been deceased before receiving
payments. We should also not forget
that this bill was an exception to an
ideology and policies that were divisive and not friendly to ethnic minority groups.
A potent part of the Reagan legacy has been the steady erosion of a
national sense of community over
the past quarter century. Reagan's
policies not only created an obvious
wedge between the rich and poor,
but have created wedges among all
Americans to the extent that we subscribe to an "every man for himself'
mentality. fucreased individual isolation and decreased compassion
among Americans are as much a part
of the Reagan legacy as anything
positive that he may have accomplished.

~e.

Eugene, Ore.

o
P.C:s New Look
Just wanted to say the Pacific
Citizen makeover is great! It's cleaner, modem and the type seems to be
"less dense" - making the newspaper
more
appealing.
Congratulations!

.&ni.

~ed,at!4

KING TV Anchor
Seattle, WA

For Japanese speaking
staff, please visit the

The key
to choosing a bank.

following branch offices:
Little Tokyo

213-972-5500
Gardena

310-354-4700
West Los Angeles

310-391-0678
South Gardena

When it comes to choosing a bank, there
are three key elements: trust based upon
experience and expertise, exceptional
selYice, and an extensive range of products.

310-532-5522
Montebello

323-726-0081
Torrance

310-373-8411
Los Angeles Main

Our years of experience extend to the
early days of Bank of Tokyo-Mitsubishi,
over a hundred years ago.
At Union Bank of California, we prOVide a
wide variety of financial products with our
most heartfelt selYice to satisfy our customers'
needs. And we will continue to make every
effort in providing our customers witb all
three of these elements.
Union Bank of California.
The key to all your banking needs.

213-236-7700
Cerritos Center
562-924-8817
Panorama City

818-893-6306
Irvine

949-250-0580
Visit us at

uboc.com

PACIFIC CITIZEN
7 Cupania Circle
Monterey Park, CA 91755
fax: 3231725-0064
e-mail: paccit@aol.com
letters2pc@aol.com
llf Except for the National Director's
Report, news and the views
expressed by columnistS do not necessarily reflect JACL policy. The
columns are the personal opinion of
the writers.
ll< ''Voices" reflect the active, public discussion within JACL ·of a wide range of
ideas and issues, though they may not
reflect the viewpoint of the editorial
board of the Pacific Citizen.
ll< "Short expressions" on public
issues, usually one or two paragraphs,
should include signature, address and
daytime phone number. Because of
space limitations, letters are subj~
to
abridgement. Although we are unable
to print all the letters ·we receive, we
appreciate the interest and views of
those who take the time to send us
their comments.
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Eugene, Oregon to
Build JA Art Memorial

Corzine, Other Democrats Sponsor Law
to Address Patriot Act 'Abuses'

she continued. "Now w.e · have
The Eugene Japanese American
Memorial Committee, including
come to a time when millions of
former internees, educators, busiAmericans born after those events
ness and community leaders, are
know little or nothing about them.
working in partnership with the
That is what makes it important to
City of Eugene, Oregon, and the
me personally to take action to
Lane Arts Council to establish a
preserve the knowledge of what
permanent public art memorial
happened, so that nothing like it
that will help heal the communiwill ever happen again to any
ty's role in the incarceration of its
Americans."
Japanese American citizens during
Because of the current racial
'tensions against Middle-Eastern
World War ll.
Americans, Endo-Aikens has
The proposed site for the
made an effort to educate the commemorial is the Hult Center for
munity and make sure that the
Performing Arts. It is built on the
internment never happens again.
site where JAs from western
''There still is plenty of potenOregon were ordered to report,
and where they boarded the train
tial, in the racist treatment that
that took them to the prison
Hispanic, Arab and other
Americans continue to experience
camps.
in our part of the country," she
Alice Endo-Aikens, a Sansei
who is a member of the Eugene ' said.
Day of Remembrance Committee
The committee is trying to raise
and a fundraising chairperson of $50,000 for the proposed outdoor
the Art Memorial Committee, is
artwork that will be situated in a
garden at the Hult Center. So far
one person spearheading this
$4,000 has been raised. The commemorial.
Her family came to Salt Lake
mittee is planning to complete the
City, Utah from Oakland, Calif. in
project by February 2005.
a car caravan with an extended
There are currently an estimated
family group in early 1942. "We
100 Nikkei still residing in the
avoided the prison camp experiarea.
ence, but not the personal and
Former Nikkei residents and
financial loss, subjection to racist
internees from the Eugene area are
maltreatment, and sickening sense ' also being sought. You can contact
Endo-Aikens at 5411343-2874.
of injustice that afflicted all
Japanese Americans at that time;'
To donate to the construction of
she said.
this memorial or for more infor''My parents, aunts, and uncles
mation' contact Nancy Smith
were never able to talk much about
Clark at nancy@smithfaillilythe evacuation because of the sorbookstore.com or Cindy Carlson
row and shame associated with it,"
at cdcarlson@comcast.net. •

Associated Press Writer

By WAYNE PARRY

Group, a national coalition of individual records.
A variety of security measures
human and civil rights groups, said
enacted after the 9/11 attacks,
the Patriot Act has become "the
NEWARK, N.J.-U.S. Sen. Jon
including a law requiring young
shorthand for government actions"
Corzine and four other Senate
men from certain nations to register
that have hurt civil liberties.
Democrats introduced legislation
with the U.S. government, have led
Mark . Corallo,
a
Justice
June 16 designed to correct what
to lengthy detentions and deportaDepartment spokesman,
said
they consider the excesses of the
tions of people who had no terrorist
department officials had not yet
connections and posed no danger,
USA Patriot Act and similar nationseen the legislation and could not
immigrants rights advocates say.
al security measures.
comment on it directly. But he
''Thousands of people in our
The legislation would end the
noted that most of its sponsors
special registration program aimed
community have been SUbjected to
voted in favor of the Patriot Act,
at immigrants from the Middle
detention, secret hearings and
which he termed "one of the most
East, create an independent immiimportant and essential tools we ' deportation," saiq Mary Rose
Oakar, a forgration court and
mer U.S. ,conelimiflate harsh
for
penalties
gresswoman
some immigrafrom Ohio and
tion violations.
president of the
Civil rights and
Americani m m 'i g ran t
Arab
AntiDiscrimination
groups praised
Committee.
the proposal as a
long-overdue
:'Thousands
Sen. John Corzine, D-N.J. more have
effort to protect
been investicivil liberties.
gated and inter'''This law is
necessary to restore constitutional
viewed by authorities simply
have to fight terrorism since 9/11."
freedoms that are being encroached
because of their perceived identity.
'There has been not a single findupon by this. administration;' said
These abuses haven't made our
ing by the courts, by the Congress
Corzine, D-N.1. ''This law, howevcountry more secure; they have just
or by the Justice Department's
er, will not compromise the nations
made us less just."
inspector general of any abuses
security. We can be both safe and
Margaret Stock, professor of
under the Patriot Act," Corallo said.
free."
national security law at the U.S.
The changes proposed in the
Corzine is co-sponsoring the
Military Academy at West Point,
Senate bill would end the governCivil Liberties Restoration Act with
said many of the government's
ment's blanket right to conduct
Democratic senators Edward
post-9fll security measures have
deportation hearings in secret,
Kennedy of Massachusetts, Richard
accomplished little other than
allowing closures on a case-by-case
Durbin of Illinois, Patrick Leahy of basis, and would guarantee prompt
demonizing Muslims and immiVermont and Russell Feingold of ~leas-bond
grants.
hearings.
Wisconsin. U.S. Reps. Howard
"Many people thought that profilThe legislation also would
Berman, D-Calif., and William require detainees to be apprised of ing Muslim men would help our
Delahunt, D-Mass., co-sponsored it
security," she said. "Instead, these
the charges against them within 48
in the House.
mea ures hurt our security by wasthours and would eliminate criminal
The legislation would not amend
ing law enforcement resources on
penalties for minor technical violathe Patriot Act, and some provisions
innocent people, isolating the
tions of immigration law, such as
Muslim community, creating disof the proposed law target measures
failure to report a change of address
trust, alienating people who mightthat were not part of the Patriot Act.
within 10 days.
But Karen Narasaki, a spokeshave been able to provide useful
The bill would limit the secret
woman for the Rights Working
information about terrorists." •
seizure of private databases and
-------------- ----

"This law is necessary to restore constitutional freedoms that are being
encroached upon by this administration."

JACL Applauds 1 Michigan Anti-affirmative Action
Senate Vote on Campaign Will Target '06 Election
momentum away from the camHate Crimes Bill' By ASSOCIATED PRESS
The JACL applauded the Senate
for its strong, bipartisan vote June
15 to approve the Local Law
Enforcement Enhancement Act
(LLEEA). The legislation, which
was offered by Sens. Gordon Smith,
R-OR, and Edward Kennedy, DMA, as an amendment to the
National Defense Authorization
Act, passed with a.65-33 vote.
The LLEEA strengthens existing
hate crime laws to extend federal
protection to those targeted based on
their actual or perceived race, religion' national origin, gender, sexual
orientation or disability and
received overwhelming bipartisan
support.
'The strong, bipartisan support
for this amendment demonstrates
that hate crimes concern all
Americans," said JACL National
President Floyd Mori. ''We commend the Senate for their vote to
strengthen federal laws and to give
local law enforcement authorities
more resources to investigate and
prosecute hate crimes."
''When acts of violence are committed in the name of hate, we must
mobilize the resources of our
national law enforcement to combat
them;' said John Tateishi, JACL
executive director. ''We thank the
Senate for their action on this
amendment and urge the Congr'!:ss
to enact the Local Law Enforcement

LANSING, Mich.-A group that
wants to ban affirmative action at
Michigan's public universities and
other public agencies will not try to
get its proposal on the November
ballot, organizers announced June
15.
The Michigan Civil Rights
Initiative instead is targeting the
2006 election for its constitutional
amendment.
A Michigan Court of Appeals ruling released late recently allowed
the petition drive originally targeting the November election to move
forward. But uncertainty before the
appeals court decision took some
Enhancement Act."
The majority of hate crime cases
which are prosecuted are handled by
state and local authorities and this
practice will continue under the
LLEEA. However, by providing
authority for involvement, the
LLEEA would allow the federal
government to work in partnership
with state and local authorities by
providing valuable technical, forensic and prosecutorial resources so
that local law enforcement agencies
may fully investigate and prosecute
hate offenders. Further, the LLEEA
would authorize federal jurisdiction
to address bias-motivated crimes in
states where the law is inadequate.

•

•

paign, organizers said.
Org~s
would have had to
submit petitions by early July to
have qualified for this November's
ballot.
Organizers will continue gathering petition signatures until October
and then submit them to state elections officials, said Republican state
Rep. Leon Drolet. The group needs
at least 317,757 petition signatures
to get on the ballot.
"We're going to be ratcheting up
the signature gathering effort
through October;' Drolet said.
The initiative would prevent public agencies, universities or colleges
from granting preferential treatment
based on race, religion, sex, color,
ethnicity or national origin.
Supporters of afflflTIative action
expressed skepticism about the June
15 announcement.
"We don't believe what this campaign says;' said David, Waymire,
spokesman for Citizens for a United
Michigan, a group of business and
community leaders. 'They've misinformed Michigan so much about
their intentions and their proposal
that we do not intend to let our
guard down until the tum-in date for
petitions has passed."
The petition effort follows the
Supreme Court's 5-4 decision last
June that the University of Michigan
Law School could consider race to
create a diverse population. •
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Investing in a Vision for the Future
National
Newsbytes
................................................•.......................
By P.e. Staff and Associated Press

Beheadings Fuel Fresh Backlash Against Muslims
NEW JERSEY-The recent beheadings of two American businessmen in
the Middle East have increased an already strong backlash against Arab
Americans and Muslims, who have been persecuted since the Sept. 11th terrorists attacks.
The murder. of former New Jerseyan Paul Johnson has prompted hate
mail, verbal attacks and anti-Islam signs and graffiti in New Jersey.
Throughout the country, mosques have been vandalized.
The American Arab Anti-Discrimination CoIlUllittee's New Jersey chapter received a letter that read, 'Then in the tl1ITorists. Until you come forward
to help us stamp out this vermin, you're as bad as they are. Don't be like the
Japanese during World War II. They ended up behind bars."

Calhoun County Shows Language Diversity
ANNISTON, Ala.-There are 26 different languages or language types
spoken in Calhoun County.
The county's diversity can be attributed to two main sources: Jacksonville
State University's International House and the presence of Fort McClellan.
The list of languages, which' includes Tagalog, Hindi and Polish, shows
that this part of Alabama isn't as isolated as many would think, according to
the Modem Language Association which conducted the survey.

Senate Committee Approves
Study of Pacific Homeland Security Base
HONOLULU-A Senate committee has unanimously approved a bill
that sets up a study to look at the feasibility of establishing a Pacific region
in the Department of Homeland Security.
The region would oversee Alaska, Hawaii and U.S. territories in the
Pacific.
Sen. Daniel Inouye said Hawaii's isolation in the middle of the Pacific
Ocean means the United States must focus more on securing the air and sea
links to the islands.
Under the bill, the committee must submit its findings no later than Feb.
1,2005.

Ten Hmong Begin Long Trek to Washington
ST. PAUL--Zong Khahg Yang, 42, is leading 10 local residents on a
I ,ISO-mile walk from the state capitol to the nation's capitol to draw attention to the plight of Hmong people living in Laos.
He said he hopes the walk will be one step towards ending the killing and
harsh treatment of Hmong in Laos. And he said he hopes it will encourage
the United Nations to send peacekeepers into the southeast Asian nation and
urge the Laotian government to allow humanitarian aid in the country.
The federal government recently announced that it will provide additional money to Wisconsin, Minnesota and Califomia to help settle Hmong
refugees.
But Yang and nine others continue to walk to raise awareness. The entire
trip should take two and a half to three months, he said. •
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dicit spending, the act of program funding, as well as
staffing. Therefore, when viewing
spending more money
the budget .think about what will
than you earn, has become
provide the most value to members,
an issue for many when discussing
as well as potential ones, while
the government. Critics realize that
being
realistic about how much we
using more money than you have
can
earn.
The best way to do this is
can severely limit future prospects.
to ensure that the membership dues
As we approach convention, the
are going to the programs and positime to approve a new budget nears.
I realize that while each chapter has
a vote in the creation of the national JACL budget, not everyone
enjoys reviewing the numbers. To
limit the potential for deficit spending, I'd like to provide some
insights that I have on the budget.
There are definite concerns
regarding the budget, as the fiscal
plan for 2005-06 did not pass unanimously at the recent national board
meeting. An interesting note about
the vote on the budget is that all
four of the dissenting votes came
tions that bring the most value. If
from budget committee members;
the JACL is delivering significant
perhaps most notably Art Koga,
value, it will become easy for any
JACL national treasurer/secretary
member
to succinctly provide a
and Ken Inouye, the sole 2005-06
compelling
argument for people to
national presidential candidate.
join
the
JACL.
If the JACL is delivThe first thing to understand
ering
significant
value, then the
about the budget is the way that
cost
of
membership
becomes moot
JACL is financed. The organization
(the
work
of
the
organization
will
receives two types of revenue:
clearly outweigh money paid) and
"hard" and "soft money". "Hard
the nwnber of members increase.
money," called such. because it's
Over the last five years the organtypically the most likely to be .
ization
has strayed from focusing
received, for the JACL is memberon
the
things
that would bring the
ship dues. "Soft money," called
most
value
to
existing
and potential
such because the amount typically
members.
This
becomes
most evifluctuates more, for the JACL is
dent
through
the
steady
declining
best represented by grant!! and
membership
numbers.
Instead,
the
fundraising line items.
organization
seems
to
often
The upcoming budget calls for
become stuck in the status quo
record highs in grants and fundraislooking to maintain everything;
ing. In fact, the budgeted amount
even_
if that means maintaining
for fundraising ($496,350) alone in
what
may
not be bringing as much
2006, is greater than the best years
value as a new program could. Note
for grants ($186,064) and fundraisthat not everything that has created
ing ($292,481) combined. In recent
value in the past will create value in
years, the organization has consisthe
future. Not everything that has
tently had to aggressively cut
attracted
members in the past will
expenses due to revenue shortfalls,
attract
new
members.
usually in the budgeted "soft
While
we
must think about creatmoney" amount.
ing
value
for
current members,
The budget plays a significant
sometimes
I
fear
that the organizarole in the organization as it dictates

tion operates in hindsight without
thinking about what would attract
new people. To optimize future
prospects, it's imperative that some
essential questions are asked. What
types of program,s will attract the
most new members? Does th,e
organization have the programs that
will allow it to be self-sustaining in
the future?
Even if programs are in the budget, they are more vulnerable if they
rely on "soft money," whereas programs using membership dues are
far less likely to be 'Cut. Therefore,
if you think that youth programs
will attract the most new members,
then ensure a youth director is paid
for by membership dues. If you
think that fundraising will create a
self-sustaining JACL, then ensure a
development director is paid for by
membership dues. If you think the
Pacific Citizen will attract the most
new members, then ensure that it's
paid for by membership dues. If
you think that membership is
important then maybe some dues
should be allocated towards marketing campaigns for gaining new
members.
I hope that chapters take adequate time to review and discuss
the budget prior to convention. At
the past few conventions it seems
that the budget has been rubberstamped. As a result, we may have
missed opportunities to invest in the
programs that will create the most
value. The budget can be very confusing, but make sure questions are
asked - I often have to request
assistance with portions I don't
understand. Focus on the programs
that will create the most value for'
the JACL and ensure that they don't
get cut; make sure that they are
being funded by membership dues.
Invest in a vision for the future make sure that the' programs that
don't get cut are the ones that will
attract the most new members . •

Kato Named First Judge of Color to Head
State Judge's Association
King County District Court Judge Eileen Kato was recently elected president of the Washington State District and Municipal Court Judge's
Asspciation (DMCJA), becoming the first judge of color to head the organization.
Kato has served as a King County District Court judge since 1994. She
graduated in 1977 with an MBA from San Jose State University and in 1980
from the University of Santa Clara Law School. She worked as a special
assistant to the U.S. Attomey, Western Washington District, and as a s~nior
trial attorney with the Department of the Treasuy~
In addition to Kato's election, Chelan County District Court Judge Alicia
Nakata was chosen as president-elect of the DMCJA. Nakata joined the
bench in 1995, and is a graduate of the University of Washington and the
University.of Texas School of Law.
The DMCJA president and board of govemors represent the more than
200 judges of Washington's courts of limited jurisdiction. The organization
recommends changes to civil and criminal court rules and promotes
improvement in the administration of justice.

JACL-sponsored
Insurance Plans
Nothing is more important than protecting your
family and their dreams. The Japanese American
Citizens League understands. That's why JACL
sponsors affordable group insurance plans
available to JACL members and their families ...
so you'll have a lifetime of protection for a
lifetime of dreams.
• Long-Term Care Plan
• Custon1ized Major Medical Insurance

MALDEF and ADC Honor Paul Igasaki
The Mexican' American Legal Defense & Education Fund (MALDEF)
and the American Arab Anti-Discrimination
Committee (ADC) recently honored Paul M. Igasaki,
principal of Igasaki Consulting, for his work on the
U.S. Equal Employment Opportunity Commission.
At its 35th Anniversary Washington, D.C. Awards .
Dinner on June 16, MALDEF presented Igasaki with
its Excellence in Government Service Award for his
significant contributions to the Latino community
while he served as vice chair and acting chair of the
EEOC.
On June 12, the ADC at their national convention in Washington, D.C.
awarded Igasaki its Friend in Government Award for his initiatives to protect
Arab Americans against backlash following the attacks of Sept. 11, 200 1. •

(available to non-California members)
• Catastrophe Major Medical Insurance Plan***
• Short-Term Medical Plan
• Term Life Insurance**
• Accidental Death & Dismemberment
Insurance***
• Medicare Supplement Insurance Plans*
• Cancer Care Plan*
Keep your family safe with
JACL-sponsored Plans.

MARSH

Affinily Group
• IIf!IVlCe of

Servi~s

Seabury &: Smith

All plans may wry and may not be avaIlabIOln all stales.
• 111ese pians are.nde!wrItten by Mooomental life In.....nee Company, Ba~more,
MD.
K ThIs plan Is _
by Hartford life Insurance Company.
-Unde!wrItten byThe Uni1ed Stales life Insurance Company In the CIty 01 NewYor1<.
A _ . , Ameri<:M! _
GIoop,Inc.

t Infonnation Indudes costs, exduslons, Kmitations.-xl terms of coverage.

For FREE, no-obligation information
on any JACL-sponsored Insurance Plan,

please call TOLL FREE

1-800-503-9230.t
Our hearing-impaired or voice-impaired members may
call the Relay Line at 1..a00-855-2881.
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JA Vets Honored by French
Govn't on 60th Anniversary
of Liberation of France
Yeiichi (Kelly) Kuwayama and
Jimmie Kanaya, combat veterans
of
the
famous
100th
Battalionl442nd
Regimental
Combat Team
of World War
II,
were
awarded the
Knight of the
of
Legion
Honor by the
French
Government
on June 5 on KUWAYAMA
the occasion of the 60th anniversary of the liberation of France and
Europe.
The Nisei veterans were among
the · 100 selected by the U.S.
Department of Veterans Affairs, on
behalf of the French Government,
to receive this prestigious award.
"My mind was with the
100th/442nd veterans in Hawaii
and the Mainland and with our fallen comrades, many of whom gave
their lives to liberate France;'said
Kuwayama, a combat medical specialist in Company E and holder of
the Silver Star and Purple Heart. "I
was accepting this medal on their
behalf."
"This award is a recognition of
all Japanese American veterans,
including the 100th/442nd, which
served in Europe, and the Military
Intelligence Service, which served
.in the Asia Pacific theater," said
Kanaya, a former medic of the
100th/442nd. He is also a holder of .
the Silver Star, Bronze Star with

I
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your community for
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50 years.

two Oak Leaf Clusters, Legion of
Merit and Purple Heart.
The awards were conferred on
the American veterans by the
French
Minister of
Defense,
Michele
Alliot -Marie,
at the Hotel
des Invalides,
a
historic
building used
KANAYA
as a veterans
hospital during King Louis XV's
reign and where Napoleon is
interred.
U.S. Se,nator Daniel K. Akaka,
D-Hawaii, an honorary chair of the
Japanese American Veterans
Association (JAVA), remarked that
he was impressed with the goodwill towards the United States by
the French government and people.
"It was stirring to witness one
hundred American veterans who
fought to liberate France receive
the Legion of Honor," said Akaka.
"They are noble representatives of
the millions of brave men - true
American heroes, including membersof the 442nd Regimental
Combat Team and 100th Battalion, .
who fought to preserve our freedom and restore liberty to the people of France." •

Subscribe to the
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800/966-6157
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Get up t o $250,00 0 to invest in your business w ith a Business CashLinesM line of credit.
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California Bank & Trust is pleased to announce an outstanding offer. It's the kind of offer that you don't find
every day! For a limited time, you may qualify for a business line of credit up to $250,000 with 0% interest
for 90 days, and no annual fee for the first year. Now with· this offer, you can expand your business, enhance
your cash flow or use it for working capital to turn a picture into a reality. Or, you might prefer a business
term loan with no interest for 90 days and a 50% discount on the one-time loan fee.

-- -Margmt Chang
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Complete your business picture
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.At California Bank & Trust, we are always here to help your business succeed with a variety of different
business tools. Call now and ask for one of our Japanese bankers. We can help you complete your
business picture today!
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Interest rate and annual fee waiver or 50% discount on one-time term loan fee only applies to new loan applications or increased existing loan applications submitted by July 30, 2004. Cannot be combined with earlier promotions or
interest fee waivers offered in the prior 12 months, Available on Business Cash Lines and SBA Express lines and term loans. Subject to credit approval; this is not a commitment to lend. Interest will accrue and is payable under the terms
and conditions of the relevant loan agreement beginning 90 days from the note date. Cancellation and pre-payment fees and other charges apply. A CB&T business checking account for automatic debit of payments must be established.
Interest will be charged at the note rate during the waiver period in the event of default. See branch for details. Overdraft protection subject to $15.00 transaction fee for each advance.
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bers but the two leads have already
gone to non-APA actors.
NBC's offering is "Hawaii," a
show loosely based on the successflJl 70s show "Hawaii-Five-O."
Although there are no APA lead
actors, this show at least features a
couple of APAs in supporting roles.
Set to launch this fall, Cary Tagawa
("Planet of the Apes") plays Capt.
Terry Harada and Aya Sumiko is
LinhDias.

***

The lack of minority repsnta~
tion in film and television has long
been an ongoing battle as shows
like "Magnum, P.L," "Seinfeld,"
and "Friends" have been hugely
successful although often criticized
for their inaccurate portrayal of the
people who live in the cities the
shows are supposed to be set in.
For the past few years, the APA
community, like the African
American and Hispanic communities, have been ' actively working
with the big networks such as NBC,
ABC, CBS, and FOX to have more
APA representation. Still, many in
the community see little progress.
"MANAA
(Media
Action
Network for Asian Americans)
attempted to get a meeting with
FOX about ["North Shore"]
because we knew it was 'gonna be
another whitefest, but they refused
to meet with us, so I don't know
what attempts were made - if any
- to include more APAs on this
series," said Aoki. "But judging by
the results, I can't believe they tried
very hard."
FOX, like most of the other networks, has a diversity statement
with the message that they are making strides in minority representation. Calls to Mitzi Wilson, FOX's
vice president of diversity, were not
returned.

Jeff Eastin, creator and executive
producer of NBC's "Hawaii;' said
he made a concerted effort to visit
Hawaii before starting production
of the show and was amazed at the
diversity of its people.
"It was an interesting mix of people and we really wanted to reflect
this in the casting," he said.
"Ultimately, success will be the
believability of the show ... that it
looks like Hawaii."
Still, Eastin believes casting
more APAs is a "two-way street."
Since "Magnum P.L," Hawaii hasn't had a successful series and this
has resulted in a diminished talent
pool of actors, he said. Currently,
"Hawaii" continues to host open
casting-calls for guest spots and is
set to air Aug. 30.

***

As TV networks fail to cast APAs
in lead or supporting roles, APAs in
the industry believe it is up to them
to create roles for themselves and
finance production companies to
produce their own material.
''Without the necessary demographic or political clout, APAs
face no chance in gaining traction
.within TV; let alone entertainment
as a whole, on the mainstream
level, by advocacy," said Jeff Park,
a consultant for Had to Be Made
Films. "What's lacking is an entrepreneurial community of artists that
share resources, support each other
and streamline processes in order to
produce and distribute product.
Then, the market decides, which is
the way it should be. This is where
I believe the majority of our efforts
... should lie."
'The general public can accept
APA men as scientists, delivery
boys, and martial artists because
·that's what they've seen on TV;'
said Chao. "But they don't think of
APA men as romantic interests
because they aren't depicted as
such on TV. The networks cast

Convention Registration Form
LAST NAME

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ FIRST NAME _ _ _ __

PREFERRED NAME (FOR NAME TAG)

JACL 75th Anniversary Convention to
Present Native Hawaiian Cultural Experts
By DAVID FORMAN
Opening ceremonies for the 75th
JACL
National
Anniversary
Convention in
Honolulu this
August
will
include an 'oli
traditional
Native
Hawaiian chant
consisting of
long, sustained
phrases - to welcome participants
and guests in accordance with cultural protocols.
. The 'oli will be performed by
Vicky Holt Takarnihe, who is wellrespected throughout the Hawaiian
community for her cultural expertise and advocacy work on behalf of
Hawaiian.s, their cul~
traditions,
as well as the protection and preservation of the cultural and natural
resources of Hawai 'i.
Takamine is the co-founder and
po'o (president) of 'llio'ulaokalani,
a coalition of traditional practitioners who are committed to proteCting
their Hawaiian customs and traditions. She is also the co-founder and
The
president of KAHEA:
Hawaiian Environmental Alliance, a
coalition of Hawaiian and environmental organizations committed to
protecting the natural and cultural
environment of Hawai'i.
A genealogical descendent of
Hawaiian royalty from the islands of
O'ahu,
Maui
and Hawai'i,
Takamine is also the founder and
kurnu hula (master teacher) of two

MI

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

Zip Code _ _ _ _ __

State

Tel _ _ _ _ _ Fax

E-Mail _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

Chapter _ _ _ _ _ _ _ City & State
Accommodation for Disability? 0 Yes 0 No
Type of accommodation
Early Registration (Received by May 15, 2004)

o JACL Member: $200
o Youth Member: $100
o Non-JACL Youth $125 (One year JACL membership included)
o Friends of JACL Tomodachi/Booster: $495

$_$_$_$_-

Registration (Received by July 31, 2004)
o JACL Member: $250
$_o Youth Member: $150
$_o Non-JACL Youth $175 (One year JACL membership included)
$_o Friends of JACL Tomodachi/Booster: $ 595
$_TOTAL FROM THIS SECTION $ _ IN ADDITION, as a registered convention attendee, I would like to purchase additional ticket(s))* to the following event(s) (this is in addition to what is included in my registration package):
o Sayonara Banquet
$150 'per person x _ (# of tickets)
$_ _
o Waikiki Welcome Mixer
$50 per person x _ (# of tickets)
$_ _
o Veterans Luncheon
$50 per person x _ (# of tickets) = $_ _
o Hawaiian Luau
$50 per person x _ (# of tickets) = $_ _
o Hawaiian Luau (Children under 12) $35 per child x _. (# of tickets) $_ _
o Youth Luncheon
$35 per person x _ (# of tickets) = $_ _
o Hawaii Plantation Village Tour
$25 per person x _ (# of tickets) = $_ _
* Additional tickets to all events will be sold on a space-available, "first-come, firstserved" basis.
TOTAL FROM THIS SECTION $_ _

=
=

=

GRAND TOTAL $_ _
Payment Method:
o Check enclosed (Make checks payable to JACL 2004 National Convention)
o VISA (This charge will appear as Educare Technologies, Inc. on your credit card statement)
o MasterCard (This charge will appear as Educare Technologies, Inc. on your credit card statement)
Card # _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

State

Registration Information:
The following is information on how to register for the
convention. Please complete one registration form per
attendee. You may download the form and survey.
Please mail your completed registration form, survey,
and payment to:
JACL National Convention
JACL Hawaii, Honolulu Chapter
PO. Box 1291
Honolulu, HI 96807
Payment Methods:
Check, money order, VISA, MasterCard (No Purchase
Orders are accepted). Please submit payment with
your registration form and survey to the above address.
Confirmation of Registration:
A confirmation letter will be sent to you either bye-mail
or by U.S. mail within 2 weeks of receipt and approval
of payment. If you do not hear from us within 2 weeks,
please
contact
Lori
K.
Amano
at
lamano@jaclhawaii.org, or 808/523-8464.
Deadlines:
Early Registration Deadline: Received by May 15,
2004.
Registration Deadline: Received by July 31, 2004.
Hotel Reservations:
To make -hotel reservations, please call the Waikiki
Beach Marriott Hotel at 800/367-5370 and mention
JACL Convention to receive the special convention
rates. The Waikiki Beach Marriott Hotel is very popular
and hotel rooms will fill quickly. Please make your reservations as soon as possible. The last day to take advantage of the convention rates is Friday, July 11, 2004.
Room rates for single or double occupancy: City View
$115, Partial Ocean $125, Ocean $150, Deluxe Ocean
$195, Additional Person $30.

Expiration Date _ _ _ _ _ __

Address of Cardholder _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
City _ _ _ _ _ _ __

NATIONAL CONVENTION

Aloha! We invite you to register for the 2004 JACL
75th Anniversary National Convention "Our Legacy,
Our Future: Ensuring Diversity in America."
.

Address _ _ _-"-_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
City _ _ _ _ _ _ __

accordingly, and the vicious cycle
continues. We need to break this
cycle by creating our own projects
that show off how we want to be
seen."
But even as APAs strive to create
roles and projects for themselves,
Edwards believes the key word is
"assimilation" rather than creating
roles for APAs about APAs.
"It's about assimilation. A character here, a character there so we
are a part of the mainstream," said
Edwards. "We still have to be commercial, and be able to sell it to the
mainstream."
One positive aspect in the resurgence of Hawaii's popularity as a
. filming location is the impact it has
had on Hawaii's economy, where
one TV series can bring in about
$20 million.
"It definitely plays a big impact
on our economic situation," said
Donne Dawson, Hawaii State film
commissioner. "It's good to have at
least one successful series because
a TV series ... helps sustain a workforce and helps build the industry."
Although the shows are successful in showing the beauty of the
Hawaiian islands, she continued,
what is missing in shows like
"North Shore" are the beautiful
people who live in the state.
'The shows look great but I definitely would like to see them reflect
our multiethnicity, the beauty of our
people," said Dawson. "But I
understand [the networks] are trying to appeal to a broader a~dienc,
specific demographics."
As the networks continue to
appeal to a ''broader audience" that
oftentimes does not include the
APA community, APA actors will
continue to struggle for recognition
and an opportunity to showcase
their talents.
.
"Sometimes I think, 'Why am I
doing this?" said Edwards. "But as
pioneers, I have to think, we're possibly the cause for change." •
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Zip Code _ _ _ _ __

Cardholder Signature
Print Cardholder Name _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

Cancellation and Refund Policy:
Full conference registration fees, less a $100 cancellation fee, are refundable only if the JACL Honolulu
Chapter receives written notice by July 15, 2004.
Registrations and cancellations received after July 15,
2004, are non-refundable. Registration may not be rein-

schools of traditional Hawaiian
dance, Pua Ali'i 'llima on O'ahu
and Papa Laua'e
Makana on
Kaua'i.
In addition to the opening ceremonies, Takamine and members of
her halau will teach a workshop on
hula (probably Lili 'u E, in honor of
Queen Lili 'uokalani, Hawaii's last
monarch) for convention attendees
and guests. In the past, she has
shared her cultural expertise at the
Pan Pacific Hula Fest in Tokyo,
Japan, and the Hong Kong
International Dance Festival celebrating the lOOth anniversary of the
University of Peking in Beijing,
China.
A separate workShop on Native
Hawaiian Rights will consist of
other distinguished panelists including: Haunani Apoliona, chairperson
for the. Office of Hawaiian Affairs,
and beloved musician who continues to perform with the group
'Olomana; Robert G. Klein, retired
Associate Justice, Hawai'i Supreme
Court; Robin Danner, president of
the Council for Native Hawaiian
Advancement; and Clyde Namuo,
administrator, Office of Hawaiian
Affairs.
For more information about these
and other events scheduled for the
75th Anniversary JACL National
Convention in Honolulu, Hawai'i,
Aug. 10-14, visit the convention
website at www.jacihawaii.org. •

a

David Foreman is a member of
the 75th Anniversary JACL National .
Convention Committee.

stated after it has been cancelled. JACL membership
fees are non-refundable and non-transferable. Please
expect all convention refunds within 60 days post-conference.
Registrants unable to attend may send a substitute; if
the substitute is not a JACL member, the non-member
fee will be required. Substitutions must be made in writing to JACL Honolulu Chapter.
.
JACL reserves the right to cancel or reschedule programs at any time, or to close registrations when programs are sold out. JACL will not be responsible for
non-refundable airline tickets. By registering, you agree
to all the terms and conditions set forth.
Activities:
Please note that you must register for tours and family
activities separately. Pre-registration for activities and
tours is highly encouraged, but is not required at the
time of registration for the convention. You may also
register for activities at the activities desk during the
convention on a space-availability basis. To register for
activities and tours, please see "activitiesltours" link on
our website and print out the registration form. You may
mail your completed form and payment to JACL Hawaii
at address noted above. For additional information,
please contact Pam Funai at activities@jaclhawaii.org.
JACL .Members & Tomodachi Registration
includes:
Opening Ceremonies and General Orientation,
Breakfasts, ALL on-site Workshops, Youth Diversity
Summit (Does not include Youth Luncheon), 1 ticket to
the Waikiki Welcome Mixer,1 ticket to off-site tour of
Hawai'i Plantation lJiliage (Open to first 450 registrants
only),1 ticket to the Awards Luncheon (Open to the first
400 Non-Youth registrants only), 1 ticket to the
Sayonara Banquet.
youth Registration includes: (25 years or younger or
is currently enrolled in a college, trade school or university) Opening Ceremonies and General Orientation,
Breakfasts, ALL on-site Workshops, Youth Diversity
Summit, Youth Luncheon (Open to the first 400 registrants only), 1 ticket to the Waikiki Welcome Mixer 1
ticket to off-site tour of Hawai'i Plantation Village (Open
to first 450 Youth registrants only), 1 ticket to the
Sayonara Banquet.
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COMPETITIVE EATING

Stories by
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JACL JR. OLYMPICS

P.e. and Associated Press

52nd Meet Showcases Young Athletes

In 'Sport' of Competitive Eating Wiry Japanese Rules
TOKYO-He's taken on sumo - he breaks his wieners and buns in Island last year was marred by allewrestlers. No contest. Former NH.. half before shoving them mouth- gations he used the "Roman
star William ''The Refrigerator" ward. "It saves me half the chewing method;' a strictly banned technique
involving a failure - deliberate or
Perry, three times his size, took up effort;' he said.
Kobayashi, who weighs 155 otherwise - to keep everything
the gauntlet. Not even close.
Nobody, but nobody, can eat hot pounds, says competitive eating down.
Japan's dominance of the Coney
dogs like Japan's Takeru ''The requires a special brand of bodyIsland contest, held since 1916,
Tsunami" Kobayashi. And, once building.
began in 1997, when
again, he's in train----Hirofurni Nakajima
ing to devour the
won the first of his
field at one of comtwo championships.
petitive
eating's
Kazutoyo Arai won in
most venerable bat2000, and the title has
tles - the annual
belonged to Japanese
Fourth of July hot
eaters ever since.
dog wolfing contest
Perhaps
that's
at New York's Coney
because Japan holds
Island.
its competitive eaters
Kobayashi
has
in special regard. The
won the New York
best
eaters,
like
City contest an
Kobayashi,
are
unprecedented three
celebrities. Hailed by
straight years, said
- recently from his Takeru Kobayashi (right) poses with a tray of 44 1/2 hot his fans as "the prince
home in Nagoya.
dogs and buns, the amount he ate to win last year's eating of gluttony;' the 25Competitive eat- contest for the third time. He wants to eat 51.5 hot dogs year-old earned an
estimated $150,000 in
ing is starting to look this year. (AP Photo/Aki ra Ono)
prize money last year.
like a potential
- -_ - Kobayashi got his start four years
"You have to gradually build up
Olympic event. It has its own governing body - the New York-based your gut by eating larger and larger ago on the weekly prime time ''TV
Federation
of amounts of food, and then be sure to Champion" event.
International
He is confident he can push himCompetitive Eating - and branches work it all off so body fat doesn't put
in the United States and other coun- a squeeze on the expansion of your self to do better at Coney Island,
tries.
stomach in competition;' he said. "I where he swallowed 44112 hot dogs
For serious hot dog eaters, tech- start my regime about two months in 12 minutes last year.
"I think I can do it;' he said. 'Tm
nique can be pivotal. Kobayashi before a big competition."
swears by the "Solomon approach
Kobayashi's victory at Coney shooting for 51.5 hot dogs." •

COLLEGE BASEBALL

Suzuki Propels CSU Fullerton to Victory
OMAHA, Neb.-After struggling
at the start of the season, Cal State
Fullerton ended it in style.
Jason Windsor pitched a five-hitter, Maui's Kurt Suzuki's RBI single capped off a three-run seventh
inning and Cal State Fullerton won
the national championship with a 32 victory over Texas in the College
World Series on June 27.
The TItans (47-22) won the bestof-three championship series 2-0 a surprising end to a season that
Fullerton started 15-16. The 22 loss-

es are the most by a national champion since Stanford had 23 in 1988.

PACIFIC CITIZEN
National business and Professional Directory
Your business card in each issue for 22 issues is $15 per line, three-line
minimum. Larger type (12 pt) counts as two lines. Logo same as line rate
as required. P.C. has made no determlna110n that the businesses listed in
this directory are licensed by proper govemment authorHy.

, Oakland, Calif.

Dr. Darlyne Fujimoto,
Optometrist & Associates
A Professional Corporation
11420 E. South St, Cerritos, CA 90701
(310) 860-1339

Howard Igasaki, D.D.S., Inc.
Alan Igasaki, D.D.S.
Implants / General/Periodontics

I(~,!

~

The Asian Vegetable Seed Source for
Home Gardeners. Retailers. and
Commercial Growers

Scott Nishizaka D.D.S.

Fa mily Dentist ry & Orthodontics
900 E. Katella, Suite A
Orange, CA 92867 • (714) 538-2811
www.cambridgedentalcare.com

bnmigration, Criminal
& Administrative Law
30 N. Raymond Ave, Suite #409, Pasadena, CA 911 03

(626) 792-8417
6003 Seashore Drive, Newport Beach, CA 92663

(949) 646-2138
c: (714) 657-2325

Sacramento. Calif.

'

Curtis R. Namba
NAMBA LAW OFFICES
NambaLaw@aol.com
83 Scripps Drive, Suite 370
Sacramento, California 95825
(916) 922-6300

GOLF

Saiki Gets First LPGA Tour Win
PITTSFORD, New York-Kim

Saiki won for the first time in her 12
years on the LPGA Tour, shooting a
I-under
71
June 27 and
overtaking
Rosie Jones by
four strokes at
the Rochester

LPGA.
"Oh yeah,
got llie monkey
off my back!"
said Saiki, a 38-year-old Californian
who's been a runner-up four times
since joining the tour in 1992. "It's
just an incredible feeling."
Saiki finished 14-under 274 at llie
tree-lined Locust Hill course. In a
thrilling final round, Jones went
ahead three times before a decisive
swing at the par-4 14th when she
three-putted from 18 feet for a double-bogey while Saiki curled in a 5footer 'for birdie.

No Sword to Bury

Jones shot a 74 to drop back into a
tie for second willi Mi Hyun Kim
(72) of South Korea, a runner-up here
in 2002 who picked up her 10th top10 finish this year.
Annika Sorenstam managed only a
73 on June 27 and fell into a-tie for
sevenlli, along willi Candie Kung
(74), a three-time tour winner who
was tied willi Saiki after llie second
round.
Saiki earned $225,000 to leap from
77th to 14th on the money list. Her
career earnings rose to $1,6 million.
"I was very calm;' Saiki said. "I
was hitting llie ball so solid. My
tempo, my rhythm was so good. I had
a lot of confidence.
"It's always disappointing when
she added, "but
you come in second,~'
I'm very pleased willi my career."
The $1.5 lnillion tournament is
sponsored by Wegmans, a grocery
store chain. •

Establishing, administering and
terminating

Living Trusts
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www.legalbridge.com
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Japanese Americans in
Hawai'i during World War II
Franklin Odo

UWAJIMAYA
. .. Alw4Y!!!!0od tastt.
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Athlete of the Meet, which she earned by setting a record in the
200 meter. This year's 1st place winners (right) in the Women's
Division Six-4 x 100 Relay are little powerhouses.

story of Americans of Japanese CllCestry in the World
W. II era.'1 - The Hon. Norman Y. Mineta

Seattle, Wash.

~

DAVID W. EGAWA

team.
Three other meet records were broken, all in the Men's and Women's
Division 6 (8 years and under).
Brandon Toy of Sequoia (palo Alto)
won the 400 meters in 1:27.40;
Hannah Li of East Bay won the 200
meters in 37.12 seconds; and the San
Jose 4x100 meters relay team ofKaty
Drennan, Marissa Kitazumi, Kelsey
Sugino, and Holly Haraguchi won in
1:15.78.
San Francisco won the overall
team title and the accompanying
Perpetual Trophy, while last year's
champion, Sequoia, came in second,
and San Jose came in third. Other participating teams were East Bay, San
and
Mateo,
Fremont-Eden,
Watsonville-Santa Cruz. •

Winners: Julia Chiang (left) shows off her trophy for Outstanding

II[A] fasdnaling study of CII often overtooked part of the

P.O. Box 13220 Oakland, CA 94661 -3220
ph: 510/595- 1188 fx: 510/595-1860
kitaseed@pacbell.net kitazawaseed.com

22850 Crenshaw Blvd., Ste. 102
Torrance, CA 90505
(310) 534-8282

Cambridge Dental Care

c:~

Fullerton also won national titles
in 1979, 1984 and 1995 - all under
current Texas coach Augie Garrido.
Suzuki, a former Baldwin High
School standout from Wailuku,
lined a two-out single into left field,
scoring Ronnie Prettyman from second for the winning run. Suzuki had
been 2-for-20 in the College World
Series before his big hit.
Fullerton, held to five hits over the
first 6 1-3 innings, broke through
after Texas starter Sam LeCure was
relieved by Buck Cody (1-2) with
the Longhorns leading 2-0.
Pinch-hitter Brett Pill tripled in
the seventh on Cody's first pitch,
scoring Bobby Andrews to cut
Texas' lead to 2-1. A wild pitch by
Cody scored pinch-runner Brandon
Tripp with the tying run.
Prettyman reached on a throwing
error by Texas shortstop Michael
Hollimon, and later scored from
second on Suzuki's hit off 1. Brent
Cox. •

Though smaller in participant
numbers than in previous years, the
52nd Annual JACL Junior Olympics
proved to be another spirited showcase of outstanding young athletes.
Leading the way at the June 6 track
and field meet held at Chabot College
was Julia Chiang, a junior from
Piedmont High School competing for
the East Bay team, who was selected
as Outstanding Athlete of the Meet.
Competing in the (Open) Women's
Division 2, Chiang broke the 18-year
old 200 meter meet record with a
time of 26.03 seconds and lnissed by
one inch matching the 26-year old
long jump record with a winning leap
of 17' I". She also won the 100
meters and ran a leg on the winning
Men's Division 14x100 meters relay

"Franklin Odo has captured with much
warmth and poignancy, the emotions of
men who, though abandoned by their
country, loved this country and proved
it by repeatedly standing in harm's way
to defend it."
- Senator Daniel K. Inouye

l

For the Best of
Everything Asian
Fresh Produce, Meat,
Seafood and Groceries
A vast selection of
Gift Ware

Seattle, WA· (206) 624·6248
Bellevue, WA • (425) 747·9012
Beaverton, OR· (503) 643-4512

"One of the strengths of No Sword to Bury is Odo's care in presenting a
more layered, nuanced study of Japanese Americans and their role in
Hawaiian history. What emerges is a portrait of a lively, diverse group of
men who had mixed motives and feelings of what they did during the
course of their lives." -International Examiner

S19.95 Now in Paperback
800·621·2736

AVAILABU IN BOOKSTORES
www.temple.edu/tempress

TEMPLE UNIVERSI1Y PRESS

BUSINESS FOR SALE

Japanese Sushi Bar for
sale in Indianapolis, IN.
2,000 sq. ft. Please call
Sammy at 317-250-7810
EMPLOYMENT
$250 to $500 a week
Will train to work at home
Helping the US Government
File HUDIFHA mortgage Refunds
No experience necessary
Call Toll Free 1-866-537-2906
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June 5,1944: Fall of RomeI'D-Day'

G

ENERAL Mark Clark of the
Fifth Army had sought to
enter Rome "before" the
Allied invasion of Normandy
planned for June 5, 1994 (Weather
over the English Channel had
delayed the massive onslaught.) For
Nisei of the l00th Infantry Battalion,
June 5th is a day they remember in
"anger and frustration:' as cited by
Masayo Duus in her action-filled
"Unlikely Liberators, The Men of the
l00th and 442nd."
Gen. David Bramlett (ret.) from
Honolulu and main speaker at the
fifth anniversary celebration of the
Go For Broke Monument in Little
Tokyo on June 5, included the same
story as the world-at-Iarge was focusing on the 60th anniversary of DDay. It recalled what I had heard and
read in Lyn Crost's book, "Honor by
Fire." She devotes several chapters to
the l00th from its birth after Pearl
Harbor, its incorporation with the
Red Bull 34th Infantry Division to
North Africa and to its landing at
Salerno andAnzio September 1943.

* **

..0;.

For a week in late May 1944, the
Fifth Army's campaign northward to
capture Rome was stymied by determined German defenses, better

known as the Gustav Line.
The 1st Armored DivisioIi, victorious in the North African campaign,
was stopped by an intricate pattern of
overlapping machine-gun nests.
They had to be eliminated before
pushing onto Rome.
The Allied breakthrough to Rome
began May 23 (Tuesday). Meantime,
a third batch of replacements, three
officers and 115 enlisted men from
Camp Shelby, arrived on May 24 and
were quickly distributed. Two days
later (26th), Lt. Young Oak Kim, S2/intelligence officer of the lOOth,
came back from patrol with a prisoner who turned out to be a Russian
who had been captured at Orel
(Russia) and conscripted in the
Wehrmacht.

2004 ESCORTED TOURS
SUMMER BASEBALL TOUR (7 parks/7 games + Cooperstown) ... ........ .. .. ....... .... .. ..... ..... ....... .AUG 6
MONTANA RAIL EXPLORER (GJacieriWaterton Nt) Parks, 8 days) .. .................. .. .... .. .. AUG 7
BEST OF HOKKAIDOfTOHOKU (t2 days) .............. .. .. : .. .. .............. ., ............... SEPT 26
CLASSIC NEW ENGLAND/FALL FOLIAGE (w/ Tauck Tours, 7 days) ................ .... .. OCT 9
JAPAN AUTUMN ADVENTURE (12 days) ...... .. ............................ ............ .......... OCT 18
DISCOVER AUSTRALIAINEW ZEALAND (Plus Ayers Rock, 20 days) ............ .... .. .. OCT 24
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In the few words he knew of
German and Italian, the prisoner told
of being provided clothes of dead
Nazi soldiers, of receiving more food
from the Italian military than from
the Germans and of his hope that he
might be transported to the United
States. This bit comes from
"Ambassador to Arms:' the first book
about the l00th, the Purple Heart
Battalion, by Thomas D. Murphy,
professor of history at the University
of Hawaii in 1954. (Out-of-print for
many years, UH Press has reprinted a
softcover edition.)
The same evening, the 26th, two
regiments (133rd and 168th) of the
34th Division were up against strong
enemy positions in the ridges overlooking the main highway and rail
line to Rome. On the 27th, the l00th
was trucked 15 miles northeast to
replace another battalion (135th)
with the 1st Armored Division.
On·the 29th, two battalions of the
135th Infantry went into action at 5
a.m., but were stopped by intensive
automatic fire. Through the 30th and
31st, these two battalions advanced
.no more than a mile toward a key
pass. The l00th in reserve was called.
Among the tales that is conspicuous and eloquent about Lt. Kim, a
prewar neighbor of mine from
Temple and Figueroa days, Thelma

Chang, author of "I Can Never
Forget," has this. Kim remembered
asking GenerilI Ryder: "If six battalions couldn' t take that pass, how can
you expect one battalion to take it?
The general said, '} have other regiments, but I don' t think they can do
it. I know the l00th can take the
pass.' The next day, we took the
pass."
As described by Murphy, the
lOOth attacked on June 2 around 9
a.m. with Companies B and C in the
lead (and Company A passing
through), advanced under heavy
mortar fire, but ran into strong
machine-gun lanes guarded by
numerous minefields.
One of the DSC winners, Pfc.
Hiroshi Yasutake, covering an
exposed right flank, reported German
movements and using his BAR
(Browning'automatic rifle) and hand
grenades, wounded seven Germans
in a 10-minute duel. Advancing, Co.
C began clearting out enemy dugouts.
In an adjacent sector, Pfc. Haruto
Kuroda, Pvt. Thomas Ono and Sgt.
Yuki Yokota., all of Co. B, silenced
five machine guns and five machine
pistols, killing or capturing 17 of the
enemy within a three-hour period of
earned DSC's. The lOOth lost 15
men, three wounded and one missing
in action in this battle for Pian

Marano. Some of the l00th casualties resulted when the l00th was mistaken for an enemy unit and was fired
upon by the 45th Division artillery.

***

After a 36-hour fight, the l00th
had cleared the minefield and
knocked out close to a dozen
machine-guns.
On June 5, the l00th saw a road
sign, ROMA -10 KM. Like all
Allied troops, excitement reigned
among the officers and troops, anticipating being the first to enter the
Eternal City. They had opened a hole
in the German defenses, moving
swiftly up the coast on Highway 7,
making it possible for the 5th Army
to enter Rome ahead of the British.
Instead of moving on, they were told
to halt by First Armored Division
commander General Harmon.
The lOOth sat by the roadside, jealously watching other units swirling
streams of dust. Mits Fukuda who sat
there with other officers and men of
Co. A had a dissatisfied expression
on his face as he talked with (author
Duus) about it. He waS not the only '
one. Even today, many l00th veterans make no secret of the anger and
frustration they still cannot get over.

•

GRANDPA TOLD ME.
TO GeT ON GfJ06L~
PUNCH IN JAM KEtlPO
AND THAT CAME UP.

2005 UPCOMING ESCORTED TOURS
DISCOVER TUSCANY & ROME (12 days, 2 hotel stays) ................ .. .................... MAR 21
HOLLANDIBELGIUM TULIP CRUISE (11 days) .. ...... .............. .. ........................ APRIL 9
JAPAN SPRING ADVENTURE (Takayama Spr. Festival, 12 days) ............ .. .... .. .. .... APRIL 11
CALL OR WRITE TODAY FOR OUR FREE BROCHURES -

Tanaka ~ra-.:e!

Servige !s a full service agency and can assist you in issuing
IndiVidual air tlckes
~ cruise bookings, & other travel plans.

TANAKA TRAVEL SERVICE

441 O'Farrell St., San Frandsco, CA 94102
. (415) 474-3900 or (800) 826-2521
CST #1005545-40

@
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KOKUSAI-PACIFICA
2004 TOURS

Canadian Roekies - 8 Days - 14 Meals - $2150 - Edmonton,
Jasper, Icefields, Lake Louise, Banff Springs & Calgary.

Aug 28 Egypt Deluxe ''with Nile Cruise" 10 Days - 20 Meals - $3995.
Cairo-Abu Symbel-Aswan-4 Day Nile Cruise-Luxor-Cairo.
Sep 24 American Heritage Tour - 10 Days - 18 Meals - $2150 - New
York, Philadelphia, Amish Country, Gettysburg, Charlottesville, Williamsburg & Washington, D.C.
Sep 15 Dlx Canada & New England Cruise - All Suites "Navigator"
Montreal, Quebec, Nova Scotia, Bar Harbor, Boston & NYC.
NEW LOW COSTS - From $2785 & 2 Nights in NY included.
Oct 11 Hokkaido & Tohoku - 11 Days - 24 Meals - $3695 - Sapporo,
Sounkyo, Sahoro, Ainu, Lake Toya, Hakodate, Aomori, Lake
Towada, Hachimantai, Matsushima, Sendai & Tokyo.
Oct 18 Urauihon - Otherside of Japan - 11 Days ~ 25 Meals - $3595 Tokyo, Sado Island, Toyama, Kanazawa, Fukui, Amanohashidate, Kinosaki, Matsue, lzumo, Daizen & Kyoto.
Nov 1

Fall Japan Classic - Foliage Time - 11 Days - 24 Meals - $3295
Tokyo, Takayama, Nara, Kobe, Okayama, Bitchu-Takahashi,
Miyajima, Hiroshima, Shodo Island & Kyoto.

Nov 11 Okinawa, Kyushu & Shikoku - 12 Days - 28 Meals - $3695
3 Days in Okinawa, Nagasaki, Uozen, Kumamoto, Miyazaki,
Kyushu & Ashizuri, Koehi, Takamatsu, Shikoku & Osaka.

Dec 5 Bohemian Xmas - 8 Days - $1799 - Salzburg-VIenna-Prague.
Jan 25 2005 - Discover Fiji - 8 Days - 8 Meals - 1484 - Sheraton Resort
Feb 10 Best of South America - 14 Days - 23 Meals - Chile -Santiago,
Chilean Lake District & Andes - Argentina - Bariloehe &
Buenos Aires - Brazil - Iguassu Falls, Sao Paulo & Rio.
More in 2005
MAR - Tahiti Cruise - APR - Cherry Blossom + Japan by Train + China
MAY - Great Lakes - JUNE • America Bus Tour
JULY - Japan - AUG - Scandinavia - SEP - Eastern Europe
OCT· Hokkaido + Urauihon
NOV - Japan + Okinawa-Kyushu-Shikoku
''Early Bird savings - call for brochure"
INCLUDES - flights, hotels, sightseeing & MOST MEALS.
KOKUSAI INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL, INC.
4911 Warner Ave., Suite 221, Huntington Beach, CA 92649
714/840-0455 and 5621493-2122 - FAX 714/840-0457 [1006444-10]

A'ITENTION SENIORS
Informational Workshop
Learn how to reduce Taxes on your Social Security benefits.

Take advantage of this FREE opp0t!unity to obtain important information.
This may be one of the most important seminars you will ever attend!
Did you know that there are ways to reduce taxes on your Social Security and avoid costly
probate expenses? You should know and we will make sure you do!
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

TOPICS TO BE DISCUSSED
How to reduce and possibly eliminate taxes on Social Security benefits·
How to preserve your savings;
.
'
How to avoid outliving your savings;
How to increase spendable income and lower taxes;
How to preserve your assets;
How to protect your assets from creditors;
How to achieve the goal of financial independence.

Sponsored by
Michael Yamamoto
California Insurance lic. #OEl5385
Agent, New York life Insurance Company

Jane TanigUchi-Allen
California Insurance lic. #OC62169
Agent, New York life Insurance Company

Featured guest speaker - Alise Mayeda
Regional Annuity Manager
New York life Insurance Company
Informational Workshop will be held on
Thursday, Ju1y 15, 2004
11:00 AM. - 1:00 P.M.
. Clovis Memorial Building

453 Hughes Street
Oovis, CA 93612

Please RSVP: (559) 447-3657 or (559) 447-3630
Complimentary lunch will be served.
1bis seminar is for informational purposes only. Please consult with your professional
advisors concerning tax, legal, or accounting advice.
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Hollywood execs remake Asian horror movies
with an American twist, but why?

Remake Nation: Megumi
Okina (left) gets a touch from
beyond in "Ju-On: The
Grudge" and a snub from the
filmmakers of the:American
version of the horror flick in
favor of Sarah Michelle Gellar
(inset). In 2002, Hollywood
remade "The Ring" with
Oaveigh Chase (above).

By LYNDA LIN
Assistant Editor

I

n Takashi Shimizu's "Ju-on:
The Grudge" a young homecare worker (Megumi Okina)
makes a routine visit to a house in
rural Japan and unleashes the wrath
of a vengeful female demon who
straddles her human victims and
slowly strangles the last breath out
of their bodies.
In the American version of the
same movie simply called, 'The
Grudge;' due out next year, the
female lead character will be played
by Sarah Michelle Gellar as an
expatriate nurse wrestling with the
demons, but will she be doing it
while listening to Britney Spears'
music and sipping on Starbucks coffee?
Probably not. But the presence of
Gellar - a Caucasian actress decidedly replacing a role for an Asian is a recent trend in Hollywood
where Asian horror filins are being
queued up to be remade, re-imagined and plucked clean of their ethnic origins.
Filmmakers are falling all over
themselves in the race to get Asian
horror movies like 'The Eye," a hit
in its native Hong Kong, and South
Korea's "Addicted" into American
.

theaters for a simple
reason: they have
proven track records
of generating revenue so studio
executives
hoping lightning
strikes twice with
the
American
remakes.
Dreamworks
Studios
broke out of
the gates last year with 'The Ring;'
the American interpretation starring
Naomi Watts based on Hideo
Nakata's "Ringu," a film about a
videotape that kills everyone who
watches it. The remake grossed
enough money to scare up a sequel.
And as fast as you can say kerching, Buena Vista Pictures is gearing up for next year's release of
"Dark Water" starring Jennifer
Connelly and based on another
Nakata filin about a single mother
and her daughter living in a haunted
apartnlent.
But amidst the hoopla about
Hollywood's ability to be original
when it comes to being unoriginal is
another dialectical debate about
what gets lost when an Asian filin is
remade to suit an American audi-

Kosakura Escorted Tours & Cruises
"recipes for worry free travel"

In "Ringu;' the original ghost with the
severe geisha makeup is replaced with a
Victorian-era female
spook in 'The Ring"
and Japan's cityscape
is replaced with
urban America not quite the same
effect, some say.
"['The Ring'] looked
slid, but it was so stylistic that it.
lost one of the elements that made
'Ringu' terrifying," said Shogo, an
Oklahoma-based photographer and
filin critic. 'The reason that the original is so freaky is . because you
never really get answers. You don't
know exactly why the video exists,
why [Sadako, the child ghost] kills
people or the unexplained things
coming from the darkness - that is
scary."
Xian Barrett agrees. 'The fact
that movie producers take masterpiece films like 'The Ring' or 'The
Eye' and have white writers re-write
them taking out the major plot
devices, any character of color and
progressive politics is abhorrent."
One of those movie producers is
Roy Lee., head of Vertigo
Entertainment and the main purveyor of Asian film remakes in
Hollywood. Currently, Lee has sold
over 10 Asian movie remake rights
to major studios including 'The

Grudge," a film he says . has
Japanese actors playing prominent
roles in the Hollywood remake. But
only the film's original ghosts
played by Takako Fuji, Yuya Ozeki
and the director have made tl1e leap
to the American version, which has
more Asians than they had in 'The
Ring."
So why can't more Asian talent
be featured in major roles in
Hollywood remakes of Asian films?
'The film is made for a U.S. audience and the U.S. audience is
expecting actors from the U.S. to be
cast;' said Lee about 'The Grudge."
He adds that the tremendous success of 'The Ring" has created
interest in the original. So studios
are now snatching up the distribution rights of the original filins as
marketing tools for the remake.
Vitagraph Films and Lions Gate
Entertainment is planning a limited
release of "Ju-On: The Grudge" in
late July before Collimbia TriStar's
November release of the American
version.
Those critical of Hollywood's
thankless borrowing also recognize
Lee's point that the remakes generate more awareness and lends credit
to the original filins and filmmakers.
And remaking old or foreign
films is hardly unprecedented in
Hollywood. Adam Sandler's "Big
Daddy" borrowed heavily from
Charlie Chaplin's 'The Kid" (so did
films like "Curly Sue" and Shirley

2004 Adventures

C!merican Ho{idQ~1fve(

Sept. 2 Japan • Hokkaido in depth
Sept. 27 Autumn Highlights of Japan
Oct. 8 Cruise Athens to Istanbul (including Cappadocia) Seven Seas
Voyager
Oct. 21 Japan-Shikoku and Kyushu
.Nov. 2 Cruise the Fabulous Mexican Riviera on Seven Seas Mariner
Dec. 1 Holiday Season in the Smokies & Nashville

ALASKA HOLIDAY CRUISE .....................................JULY 31-AUG 7

Preview of 2005 - (Partial list)

GREEK ISLANDS HOLIDAY CRUISE ...................................OCT 2-11

Jan.15
Feb. 18
Mar.14
Mar. 31
April 14
May 6
May 19
May 29
June
July
July 18
July 30

Natural Riches of New Zealand
Mayan Riviera featuring the Thlum Ruins
Creole Adventure & Mississippi Steamboat
Japan - Cherry Blossoms & Fuji-san
Spain & Portugal
Cruise Barcelona to Rome on Radisson's Diamond
Japan's Ancient & Contemporary Highlights
Williamsburg & Washington, D.C.
Costa Rica
Scandinavia
Highlights of Japan for the whole family
Princess Alaska - Cruise & Land Tour
MORE TO COME

Kosakura Tours and Travel
4415 Cowell Road, Suite 110, Concord, CA 94518
Tel: (925) 687-4995, Calif. Toll Free 1-800-858-2882

2004 TOUR SCHEDULE
Vancouver. Juneau, Skagway, Glacier Bay, Ketchikan, Inside Passage.
HOLLAND AMERICA CRUISE UNE .

NEW ENGLAND ISLANDS RESORTS HOLIDAY TOUR .... , ...............SEPT 14-21
Providence, Nantucket. Cape Cod, Mar tha's Vineyard. Boston.
Istanbul. Thessaloniki. Kusadasi, Rhodes, Santorini. Mykonos, Nauplion, Athens. . ........ .
RADISSON'S SEVEN SEAS VOYAGER SHIP

JAPAN AUTUMN HOLIDAY TOUR .... ,." .. ,.,." .. , ........ , ...... ,OCT 11-22
Tokyo, Sendai, Matsushima. Morioka, Hirosaki, Lake Towoda, Odate, Akita, Sakata, ..... .
Niigata/Sodo Island, Higashiyama Onsen, Aizu/Wakamatsu, Tokyo.

CANADA-NEW ENGLAND HOLIDAY CRUISE ,., .. , ..... , ........ , .. , .OCT 15-30
Montreal. Quebec, Charlottetown, Sydney, Halifax. Bar Harbor, Boston, Mqrtho's
Vineyard, New London, New York, Norfolk. HOLLAND AMERICA CRUISE UNE

SOUTH AMERICA PATAGONIA HOLIDAY TOUR ..................OCT 3D-NOV 15

Buenos Aires, Tre!ew/Puerto Modryn, Ushuaia (Southern roost city of the World). EI ..... .
Caiafate (Perito Moreno Glacier), Torres Del Paine, Puerto Montt. Lakes Crossings, ..... .
Bariloche. Santiago. Meet local Japanese in Buenos Aires and Santiago.

TAHm ISLANDS HOLIDAY CRUISE ....... , ................... , ...... NOV 13-20
Papeete. Raiatea, Tahaa, Bora Bora, Moorea. RADISSON'S PAUL GAUGUIN SHIP

We can also assist you with: Low-cost airfares to Japan, Japan
Individual Tour arrangements, Japan Railpass, Hotels, Cars,
Individual Tour Packages, Cruises.
For information and reservations, please write or call to:

AMERICAN HOLIDAY TRAVEL
312 E.1ST ST., #341, Los Angeles, CA 90012
Tel: (213) 625-2232; Fax: (213) 625-4347
Ernest & Carol Hida

CST #2000326-10

Temple's "Little Miss Marker") and
director Gus Van Sant remade near
Alfr
e~
ly
frame-to-frame
Hitchcock's "Psycho" in 1998.
"Hollywood, as a global cinema.
ha,s always been indebted to emigre
filmmaking talent from Europe and,
more recently, from Asia; at the
same time, Hollywood has had
enormous impact on various Asian
national cinemas;' said Bliss Cua
Lim, assistant professor in film and
media studies at the University of
California, Irvine.
"But in terms of what might get
lost in translation, when I look at
Japanese and Hong Kong horror
films, I am always struck by their
non-pathologized relation to the
fantastic. In other words, [why J
characters are not disbelieved or
perceived as craZy when they claim
to see ghosts;' added Lim..
Another question being bandied
about is if the Asian horror genre
will continue to be fascinating
enough to ' inspire Hollywood
remakes. For instance, will there be
a, 'The Ring 12"?
"[The interest] will grow as long
as there are enough successes and
studios can make profits based on
what they pay for the rights to the
story and what they make at the box
office;' said Guy Aoki, founding
president of Media Action Network
for Asian Americans.•

FILM REVIEW

du4n: The GnKIge

Be careful what you wish for this
SUlllffier - especially if it involves a
well-made, white-knuckle horror
flick that keeps you jumping to the
very end - because you're going to
get it.
American movie-goers can finally experience "Ju-On: The Grudge"
this month, ilie latest lnstallment in a
terrifying series about a family of
ghosts who simply will not forgive
or forget if their restless souls are
disturbed.
The premise is simple: When the
"Ju-On" spirit of vengeance is
unleashed, it's only a matter of time
until the body count increases. In
this version, a home care worker
chances upon the haunted house and
sets off a chain of deaths.
Most haunted-house movies start
off with some hapless victims entering the haunted terrain and then
slowly getting picked-off, but "JuOn: The Grudge" is completely
devoted to the ghosts - characters
are introduced in their own segments and killed off before you can
even
say,
"Omigodlookbeneaththecovers! "
As a result, there are characters
who actually think it's a good idea
to hide in bed and watch television
as they're being pursued by a roaming child ghost or his equally dead
mother, proving that you can't have
the best of both worlds in horror "'
flicks, but this Japanese import
cashes in on great scare tactic in a
well-paced filin.•

~
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Francisco)
Hiroshi
Shimizu,
hshimizu@pacbell.net; (San Jose) Jirni
Yamaichi, jirniyama@aol.com, 408/
269-9458; (Sacramento) Grace Kajita,
Tulelake@att.net,
916/392-5416;
(Seattle)
Stan
Shikuma,
snshikurna@aol.com, 206n21-l128;
(Los Angeles) Sharon Yamato, syamato @comcast.net, 310/ 578-0090;
(Japan) 045n87-2099 stakita@yokohama-cu.acJp; www.geocities
.com/sac benet.

Cal~;NITY
National
Thes.-Sai., Aug. 10-14--National
JACL 75th Anniversary Convention:
Waikiki, Hawaii. ' Honolulu chapter
hosts say, "Come early and enjoy an
extra day."

East Coast
PHllADELPIllA
Sat., Aug. 7-March 6, 2005Exhibition, The Poetry of Clay: The
Art of Toshiko Takaezu; Philadelphia
Museum of Art. Info: Dominic
Mercier, 215/684-7364 or dmerciSALINAS-The National Steinbeck Center is hosting the exhibier@philamuseum.org.
SEABROOK, N.J.
tion, "From the Sierra to the Sea: the California Landscapes of
Sat., July 17-Obon Odori. Info:
Chiura Obata."
Michelle Amano, 3011412-3866 or
Ellen Williams, 3011587-6067.
DENVER
Hope annual lantern floating remembrance; 6:30 p.m.; Green Lake, 7312
WASIllNGTON, D.C.
Sat., July 31-Annual Consul
Sat., July 17-Film screening and
W. Green Lake Dr. N; free. Iufo: Wing
General Colorado Golf Tournament;
noon; The Ridge at Castle Pines
Luke Asian Museum, 2061623-5124.
book signing, "A Most Unlikely
Hero," a film about Bruce Yamashita's
North. Iufo: Eric ~ga,
303/601Northern Calforria
race discrimination case; 2 p.m.;
5715.
Carmichael Auditorium, National
SALINAS
InterI11Ol.l1t:iin
Museum of American History. Info:
Through Nov. 7-Exhibition, "From
KETCHUM, Idaho
2021357-2700.
the Sierra to the Sea: The California
Through July 31-Exhibition, 'The
Mon., July 19-National Japanese
Landscapes of Chiura Obata";
Furniture of George Nakashima"; Sun
Memorial Foundation (NJAMF) Golf
National Steinbeck Center, 1 Main St.
Valley Center for the Arts, 191 Fifth
Tournament; $175 entry fee. Shotgun
Iufo: 831/796-3833 or www.steinSt. East. Iufo: Jennifer Gately,
start 8 a.m., awards banquet at 1 p.m.
beck.org
208n26-9491 ext. 17 or www.sunval- SAN FRANCISCO
Info: NJAMF,2021412-0637.
Wed., July 28-Kabuki perform- . leycenter.org.
Sat., July 100Book reading,
SALT LAKE CITY
ance: "Bo-shibari" and "Renjishi"; 7
"Summer of the Big Bachi" by Naorni
Fri.-Sat., July 3O-31-3rd Annual
p.m.; Wamer Theatre; performed by
Hirahara; JCCCNC, 1840 Sutter St.
National JACL Credit Union
Nakamura Kankuro V and his kabuki
Iufo: JCCCNC, 415/567-5505, jcccVolleyball
Tournament; team registratroupe. For tickets: www.ticketmasnc@jcccnc.org or www.jcccnc.org.
tion deadline is July 24. !ufo: Silvana
ter.com or 202/397-7328. Info:
SAN MATEO
Watanabe, 800/544-8828.
www.embjapan:orglkabuki.htm.
Sun., July 25-Movie Matinee,
"Grave of the Fireflies"; 1:30 p.m.; JA
Pacif"1C
Northwest
Mdwest
Community Center, 415 S. Claremont
BELLEVUE, Wash. •
LITTLE ROCK, Ark.
St. Iufo: 650/343-2793.
Thurs.-Fri., Sept. 23-24--Opening Mon., July 12-Nikkei Concerns
SARATOGA
Benefit Dinner; 4-9 p.rn.; South Chiua
of Exhibitions, "Arkansas and the
Sat., Aug. 21-West Valley JACL
Restaurant, 5606 119th Ave. S.E.,
Japanese American Story" at seven
27th Annual Darurna Craft Boutique;
TIckets: $12, to purchase: 206/323locatious throughout Arkansas. Info:
. 9:30-4:30 p.m.; Saratoga Community
7100 or Seattle Keiro, Nikkei Manor
Jessica
Hayes,
501/569-8391;
Center, 19655 Allendale Avenue.
and South Chiua Restaurant.
jahayes@ualr.edu, or Nancy Araki,
Iufo: 4081253-0458 or www.daruMILL CREEK, Wash.
JANM, 213/830-5649; naraki@
mafestival.org.
PORTLAND
janm.org.
SEBASTOPOL
Sat., Aug. 7-Oboufest 2004: A
Sat., Sept. 25-All-day Couference,
Mon.-Fri., July 19-23-Taiko and
Gathering of Joy; 2-9:30 p.m.; Oregon
"Camp Connectous: A Conversation
Japanese Culture Camp; Session I for
Buddhist Temple, 3720 SE 34th Ave
about Social Justice and Civil Rights in
. ages 7-9; July 26-30-Session n for
and Powell Blvd.; public welcome,
Arkansas" at the Peabody Hotel adjaages 10-12; both sessions 9 a.m.-12
free. Iufo: 503/234-9456 or 5031254cent to the Statehouse Convention
p.rn.; Enmanji Temple; $125 per child
9336.
Center. !ufo: Jessica Hayes, 501/569per session; JACL members $100 per
SEATTLE
8391; jahayes@ualr.edu, or Nancy
child per session. !ufo and reservations:
Sat.-Sun., J!Jly 10011-ChiuatownAraki, JANM, 213/830-5649; naraki@
707/575-0723 or email. info@sonoInternational
District
Summer
janm.org.
macountytaiko.org.
Festival; 11-8 p.m.; Ring Hay park,
TWINCITIES
TULELAKE
423 Maynard Ave. S.; entertainment,
Sun., July 11-Twin Cities JACL
Fri.-Mon., July 2-5-2004 Tule Lake
street fair and food court. Free. Info:
Summer Picnic; noon-4 p.rn.; Rosland
Pilgrimage; accommodations at the
206/382-1197.
Park, 4300 W. 66th St., Edina; food,
Oregon Institute of Technology in
Sat., July 100Nisei Veterans
bingo and children's games; free. Info
Klamath Falls, Ore. ; theme is
Committe Cookout; 5-7 p.m.; steaks,
and reservations (by July 5): Lisa
"Citizens Betrayed"; buses depart
salmon and hot dogs; $6 per person.
Shakerin,763/537-6829.
from San Francisco, Seattle, Portland,
Info: Carol Narasaki, 206/524-7307.
Berkeley and Sacramento. RegisPicins
Fri., Aug. 6-From Hiroshima to
tration, info; www.tulelake.org; (San

MoU'Itain

Southern Calforria
HOLLYWOOD
Sun., Aug. 22-Join the Orange
County Sansei Singles for the NC
Jazz Festival at the Hollywood Bowl; 4
p.m.; $20 for members, $25 for nonmembers. RSVP by June 30 (no exceptions) to Jackie, 626n95-7372.
LOS ANGELES
Sun., July IS-MIS Service Club of
Southern California annual Prime
RiblBingo Fundraiser; 1-4 p.m.;
Maryknoll Japanese Catholic Center,
222 S. Hewitt St.; selection of prime rib
or crucken is $25 per person with reservation no. later than July 13. $30 after
deadline. Donations for rnffle drawing
are welcome. TIcket reservatious: Cathy
Tanaka, 213/626-0441 ext. 21.
Through July 25-Contemporary
Japanese Crafts; an exhibition that
explores the heart of late 20th century
Japanese applied arts; The works of
bamboo artist Hajime Nakatorni will be
on special exhibit concurrently; George
J. Doizaki Gallery, JACCC, 244 S. San
Pedro St.; free. lufo: 213/628-2725 or
www.jaccc.org.
Mou.-Fri.,
Aug.
16-2O-Camp
Musubi; JACCC; 244 S. San Pedro St.;
a weeklong day camp designed for students entering 6-8th grades to connect
with the Japanese American experience
and community through a variety of fun,
hands-on activities. Presented by TIes
That Bind. Space is limited and on a
first-come, first-served basis. Info or
registration: www.nikkeiyouth.org or
KymAoki, 213/628-2725, x112.
Through
Aug.
1'Through My Father's Eyes: The
Filipino American Photographs of
Ricardo Ocreto Alvarado"; UCLA
Fowler Museum; free; parking: $7 in
Lot4.lufo: 3101825-4361.
Thurs., July I-Aug. 15-Exhibition,
"September 11: Bearing Witness to
History"; JANM, 369 E. First St.;
objects and stories from Sept. 11
tragedies presented in Smithsonian
Memorial
Exhibition.
Iufo:
www.janm.org.
PASADENA
Through Sept. 20-Exhibition:
"Chinese Art from the Permanent
Collection"; Norton Simon Museum,
411 W. Colorado Blvd.; $6 for adults,
seniors, $3. Info: 626/449-6840 or
www.nortonsimon.org.

JULY

2-15, 2004

Sat., Aug. 28-JACL PicniclBeach
Party; Marina Beach Park; 11-3 p.m.;
potluck. Info: Bt<tty Wakiji, 805/3832703.
VISTA
Sat.-Suu., July 24-25-0bon Festival;
noon-8 p.m.; 150 Cedar Rd.; food,
flowers, games, plants, produce, rnffle
and silent auction; taiko performance
and Odori dancing. !ufo: Rev. Lee
Rosenthal, 760/941-8800.
WEST COVINA
Sat., July >--Gbon Festival; 1-9 p.m.;
E. San Gabriel Valley Japanese
Community Center, 1203 W. Puente
Ave. Info: West Covina Buddhist
Temple, 626/913-0622 or 626/9602566.

WIDTTIER
Fri., Aug. 2O-7th Annual Aki Matsuri
Golf Tournament benefiting the
ESGVJCC; 1 p.m. shotgun start;
California Country Club, 1509 S.
Workman Mill Road. RSVP by Aug. 6.
!ufo: Roy Takemura, 909/594-3600 or
Richard Nakawatase, 626/965-9400.

Arizona - Nevada
RENO
Sat., July 31-Reno JACL Summer
BBQ; 11:30 a.rn.; Bower's Mansion in
Washoe Valley off Highway 395
between Reno and Carson City. Info:
Bud Fujii, 775/852-0559. •

Correction
In the June 4-17 issue of the
Pacific Citizen titled, "JACL
National Board Passes 20052006 Biennial Budget," the word
"unanimous" in the second paragraph should have been omitted. The paragraph should have
read: "The board passed the
2005-2006 biennial budget with
$4,205,717 in total revenue
sources and $4,200,276 in program costs." •
DEADLINE for Calendar is
the Friday before date of issue,
on a space-available basis.
Please provide the time and
place of the event, and name
and phone number (including
area code) of a contact person.

ALOHA PLUMBING
Lie. #440840
-SINCE 1922777 W. Mission Road
San Gabriel, CA 91778
(323) 283-0018

Los Angeles
Japanese Casualty
Insurance Assn.

COMPLETE INSURANCE
PROTECTION

VENTURA

FIA Insurance Services, Inc.

!Jvtortgage So[utions Provider
Omni Funding Services provides mortgage solutions to families and
II I
individuals needing help with their financing and investment decisions. We
offer a complete selection of mortgage loan products that suit our borrowers' unique needs,

• Seeking home loan financing?
• No money for a down payment?
Want to increase your savings
toward retirement?

.. Need to consolidate your debt?
• Refinancing?
• Need cash for your children's
college?

We can help! Call today!

Gordon Yamagata
Mortgage Consultant
~

~

L.:.J

Ormi Funding Services, a broker licensed by
the California Department of Rest Estate.
Broker #: 01183856. .

(800) 303-8887 ext. 676

Mark your calendars for

July 30-31, 2004
For more info call
800-544-8828

K AM 0 N

J. A. *~

Designed & custom-created to eternally commemorate
your Issei forefathers in a uniquely "Japanese American" form

* ~ f:B *~)<:Ji
* J. A.

*

Ota Insurance Agency: Inc.
35 N, Lake Ave., Pasadena 91101
Suite 250
(626) 795-6205
Lic# 0542395

Kagawa Insurance Agency, Inc.
420 E. Third St., Los Angeles 90013
Suite 901
(213) 628-1800
LiC# 0542624

J. Morey Company, Inc.
One Centerpointe Drive, La Palma 90623
Suite 260
(714) 562-5910
LiC# 0655907

Ogino-Aizumi Insurance Agency
1818 W. Beverly BI., Montebello 90640
Suite 210

Original Handcast Bronze

3rd Annual JACL
Credit Union
Volleyball
Tournament

99 S, Lake Ave" Pasadena 91101
Suite 300
(626) 795-7059
LiC# 0175794

! Complete library of Kamon references
*~ ~
Individualized Q & A sessions for learning
about your Kamon & Japanese surname through your J.A. Kamon.

/

(323) 728-7488
LiC# 0606452

Tsuneishi Insurance Agency, Inc.
367 Van Ness Way, Torrance 90501
Suite 611
(310) 533-8877
L1C# 0599528

Sato Insurance Agency, Inc.
420 Boyd St, Los Angeles 90013
Suite4F
(213) 680-4190
LiC# 0441090

Quality Insurance Service, Inc
dba: T. Roy Iwami & Associates
241 E. Pomona Blvd., Monterey Park 91754
(323) 727-7755
LiC# 0638513

Since 1972, we have been providing instruction / exhibits on the art of explicating what
your Kamon reveals through its design about your surname & Japanese history.

Charles M. Kamiya & Sons, Inc.
DBA Kenneth M. Kamiya Ins.

For further info. on our bronze 1.A. Kamon, please contact:

373 Van Ness Ave., Torrance 90501
Suite 200
(310) 781·2066
Lic# 0207119

Yoshida Kamon Art
P. O. Box 2958, Gardena, CA 90247-1158
(213) 629-2848 (8 am - 10 pm/PST)
Mme, KEI YOSHIDA, Researcher/Instructor

NINA YOSHIDA, Translator

Frank M. Iwasaki - OBA Insurance
121 N. Woodbum Drive, Los Angeles 90049
(323) 879-2184
~
LiC# 0041676
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ObituaRies
All the towns are In California except as noted_

Fujisaki, Tom Wataru, 93, Los
Angeles, May 29; Nisei; survived by
wife, Sumi; sons, Elliot (Susan) and
Robert (Kathryn); sister, Betty
Kanagaki; 2 gc.; and sisters-in-law,
Florence Sakata, Mary (Mits)
Takayama, Flora . (Kay) Teramura
and Amy Sakt~
Hosokawa, Teruko, 86, Fountain
Valley, May 28; Los Angeles-born
Nisei; survived by son, Don (Linda);
daughters, Yuko (Danny) Beck,
Minako (Jay) Beidelman, Fumiko
and Sumiko; 7 gc.; and brother,

Shinobu Kawamoto.
Iwata, Yoshie, 90, Gardena, June
5; Montebello-born Nisei; survived
by sons, Jerry (Amy) and Johnny;
daughters, Kirni ,and Marian (Don)
Aoki; sister, Hideko Sakamoto;
brothers, Masuo (Misao) Chomori,
Bill, Ben (Jeanne) and Raymond
(Michiko); 3 gc.; and 5 ggc.
. Kuwata, Dr. Hiroshi, 81, Rolling
Hills Estates, June 1; survived by
wife, Sue; children, Dr. John
(Cheryl), Janis (Dennis) Yokoyama
and David (Jane); 4 gc.; and sister,

IN MEMORIAM

Acclaimed Hawaiian Musician
"Auntie Martha" Dead at 97
By ASSOCIATED PRESS .
HONOLULU-Martha Poepoe
Hohu, a conductor, composer,
arranger, singer and organist who
spearheaded the compilation of
three Hawaiian hymnals and won
numerous awards for her music, has
died. She was 97.
Hohu, known as "Auntie Martha,"
died June 12 at Kuakini Health
System's Hale Pulama Mau, a geriatric care facility.
Hohu received a Na Hoku
Hanohano Lifetime Achievement
Award in 1993. She also has the
honor of being named a
Kamehameha Schools Outstanding
Alumna and is the recipient of a
Hawaii Aloha Award from the
Hawaiian Music Foundation.
After obtaining her bachelor's
degree in musiofromthe-University

of Hawaii, Hohu became the choir
director at Kaumakapili Church in
Kalihi, where her father, the Rev.
Henry K. Poepoe, served as pastor
from 1903 to 1950.
The church honored her 67 years
of service last year with a stainedglass window bearing her name
above the church's choir loft. The
window was part of a $2.5 million
restoration project.
During her lifetime, Hohu served
as a music teacher for Kamehameha
Schools, a guide at the Bishop
Museum and a docent at
Washington Place. In 1967 she started directing the Hawaiian Electric
Co. Employees Glee Club and also
conducted the Honolulu Police
Department's choral group. Hohu
also was a teacher of Hawaiian history, Hawaiian language and
ukulele.

~W

Fumiko Fukuzawa.

Nakagawa; and 5 gc.

Mayeda, Masahiko Mack, 84,
Gardena, June 1; survived by wife,
Florence; son, Brian (Terri); daughter, Karen; brothers, Kenny and
Tom;
and
sister,
Shizuko
Kawaguchi.

Numata, Kenny Kenishi, 73,
Anaheim, May 30; Los Angelesborn Nisei; survived by wife,
Noriko; sons, Richard (Janice) and
David (Tammi); daughter, Yurni
(Daren) Arai; and 4 gc.

This compilation appears on a spaceavailable basis at no cost Printed obituaries from your newspaper are welcome,
"Death Notices: which appear in a timely
manner at request of the family or funeral
director, are published at the rate of $15
per column inch. Text is reworded as necessal}(

000, Mitsui, 92, Monterey Park,
June 4; Fullerton-born Nisei; survived by sons, Dr. Randy (Julie) and
Rory (Debbie); daughter, JoAnne; 3
gc.; sister-in-law, Miyako Oba; and
brother-in-law, Mas Masukawa.

Motoyoshi, Kazoo, 77, Rancho
Palos Verdes, May 28; survived by
children, Katsuyo and Daizo
(Maiko); and 1 gc.
Naito, Jennie Shinobu, 88,
Redondo Beach, May 26; Vacavilleborn; survived by sons, Bob (Mit)
and Mas; daughters, Nobuko and
Kiyoko (John) Teodoro; 7 gc.; 3
·ggc.; brother, Shogo Hamano; and
sister-in-law, Mitsuko Hamano.
Nakano, Akio, 82, June 1; survived by son, Dennis; daughters,
Linda (Ron) Mizufuka, Gale
(Eugene) Nakano and Kathy (Ron)
Sakamoto; 5 gc.; sisters, Mary
Fujimoto and Masako (Taro) Saisho;
brother-in-law, Masato Nakano; and
sisters-in-law,
Janet
(Masa)
Matsumoto, Emiko Okanishi, Helen
Nakama and Pat Yano.
Nishiua, Peggy Kiyoka, 84, Los
Angeles, May 25; Moneta-born
Nisei; survived by son, Ken (Jean);
daughter, Lucy Yoshioka; 2 gc.; 2
ggc.; sister, Mildred Atienza; and
sisters-in-law, Sally and Dorothy
Sasaki.
Nonaka, Hatsuo Henry, 84,
Stockton, June 12; French Campborn, Stockton JACLer; survived by
wife, Chizu; daughters, Susan
Wong, Gail Muszel and Esther

SERv.fC
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Sasaki, Harry Hachiro, 91, Los ·
Angeles, May 30; Hilo, Hawaiiborn; survived by wife, Misako;
sons, Norman (Janet) and Ron; 8
gc.; and 4 ggc.
DEATH NOTICE

KIYO NAKAMURA
SALT LAKE CITY, Utah-Kiyo
Nakamura, 88, died June 10. She was
born March 7, 1916 in Yakima, Wash.
After the death
of her mother at
an early age,
she helped raise
her brothers
and sisters and
still became an
honor student
She married
Richard
Nakamura May
to, 1942. Kiyo was a devoted wife and
mother of three children, and also participated in Businesi> and Professional
Women organization for many years. She
loved her garden where she nurtured her
flowers for all to enjoy, Her roses are still
blooming. She is survived by her husband
of 62 years, Richard Nakamura; her sister, Miyo Kambe; three children, Joyce
Matsuno (Herb), Ross Nakamura (Lee),
and Phil Nakamura (Merry); and 5 grandchildren, Paul Matsuno, Chris Beretta,
Adrienne Nakamura, PJ. Nakamura, and
Merissa Nakamura. Kiyo was preceded in
death by her sister, Haruo Nishiyama and
her brothers, Ben Kamihira, Tom
Kamihira and George Kamihira.
Memorial Services were held June 16 at
the SalLLake Buddhist Temple.

Shiokari, John, 81, Los Angeles,
June 1; survived by wife, Violet;
daughter, Patti; son, Mark (Denise);
2 gc.; and brother, Tom (Nobuko).
Sugiura, Fred Yaetsugu, 98, Los
Angeles, May 31; Osaka, Japanborn; survived by son, Ray (Eileen);
2 gc.; and sister-in-law, Dr. Surni
Sugiura.
.
Sujishi, Mutsuko, 85, Gardena,
May 24; Selma-born Nisei; survived by daughter, Sharon
Nishimura; and 3 gc.
Taketa, Tom, 93, Oxnard, June
17; Sacramento-born; survived by
wife, Marilyn; sons, Bob (Dorothy)
and John (Cathy); 5 gc.; and 1 ggc.
Tsuchiyama, Jimmie, 75, San
Diego, May 25; San Gabriel-born;
survived by sisters, Chieko Harano
and Reiko Hanami. •

F.D.L.#929
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day - apathy amongst younger
generations and a dwindling membership.
"We don't see as many [younger
members] as we would like to and
our membership has certainly
decreased;' said Usuki in an exclusive interview with the Pacific
Citizen. However, remaining relevant to younger generations is a
concern for any religion, he added.
For their forefathers the temple
was like an oasis in a wasteland of
discrimination and hardship, but
the connection seems to be waning
through the years.
At the last Sunday service in ~e
month of June, many of the temple's polished pews remained
empty. On this particular day,
awards are being given out to
younger members for good attendance and various other merits.
Teenagers wearing hip hop inspired
t-shirts and sporting mouthful of
braces bow piously at the ornate
altar and then slap their hands into
Usuki's in congratulatory handshakes before collecting their certificates.
But after four years of experience
as a reverend at Nishi Hongwanji,
Usuki attributes the younger generations' weakening religious ties to
their increasing assimilation into
American culture.
Eiko Masuyama, 64, has seen
firsthand the dwindling number of
youth participating in the cultural
classes she teaches. Whl!n the temple first held classes at its original
location on Central Avenue, enrollment topped off at 500 students.
Now she says the classes are usual-

ly comprised of 100 youth.
'The thing with our temple is
that it's not really a community
temple. Before the war people lived
in the Little Tokyo area,. but now
there's nobody who lives in Little
Tokyo ... so this temple is really a
commuter
temple,"
said
Masuyama, who has been attending Nishi Hongwanji for nearly all
her life.
Once in awhile, especially during
the annual Obon festivities,
Masuyama said she runs into students she taught when they wer
~
preschool age returning to the temple in their forties with their own
children to reminisce about fond
memories.
Some younger members do
come back even though they have
moved away from the area to hold
services for the deceased, said Rev.
Usuki.
"We provide about, oh my goodness, 600 to 800 memorial services
a year. We do about 170 funerals a
year, so that on the average is three
a day. I think we service about
25,000 families through our membership as well as our nonmembers
that still come here;' he said.
For the membership and donation supported temple, adapting to
changing times is a crucial part of
staying afloat in the slowly gentrifying area of Little Tokyo. And the
temple is trying to evolve by providing social services such as
English and Japanese study classes
as well as Sunday study classes and
day care. And perhaps the most
prominent example of the temple's
good measure towards adjusting is
most evident in the sermons given
in both English and Japanese.
"A lot of the old Issei and older

Nisei are all gone. To hang onto
certain parts that are not going to
open up the temple is not good,"
said Masuyama. "You should keep
the good and put aside the bad."
Most recently, the temple and
local community activists successfully shot down the city's proposal
to build a new Los Angeles Police
Department Headquarters on the
comer of First and Alameda, a
stone's throwaway from the historic temple. Caving under the
pressure of the protective community, city council members recently
decided to build the facilities on
Second and Grand, far enough
away from the temple and Little
Tokyo's cultural center to elicit a
collective sigh of relief from local
JAs. Some considered this to be a
David-versus-Goliath victory.
"Members of the community are
people who have their lives embed-

ded in this community
that
means the forefathers who actually
built Little Tokyo and they're certainly still part of it, so whenever
anyone infringes on their lives, I'm
sure people will have a certain reaction to that," said Usuki.
Next August, Nishi Hongwangji
will celebrate its 100th year as the
immutable fixture of the Los
Angeles JA spiritual community
and it's still experiencing some
growing pains. Room additions are
being constructed to hopefully be
ready for the centennial celebration. And despite the dwindling
numbers, there are those who still
consider the temple to be a second
home.
Lauren Shinohara, 22, tries to
attend Sunday services between
school and work with her· grandmother, Takako, because she says it
centers her. She jokes with her
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grandmother that she's been coming to the temple since she was a
baby.
Newlyweds Chris and Jennifer
Owens were married by Usuki in a
dual ceremony. When she was
younger, Jennifer attended Nishi
Hongwanji regularly and felt it necessaryto come back with her husband who was raised Catholic.
Their children will come to the
temple too, they said.
For almost 100 years now, the
temple has managed to beat the
odds, remaining at the border of
Little Tokyo like a silent sentinel.
What the next 100 years may bring
is yet to be written in history, but
Ryo Munekata, 83, has a more personal and pragmatic way of summarizing the temple's importance
in the community:
"It's my temple. It's my religion.
And that's it." •
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