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Hey Baby, What’s Your Blood Type?

Much like horoscopes, the
Japanese believe blood type
determines a person’s char-
acteristics and marriage-
ability, but lately the prac-
tice has come under
increasing skepticism.

By CAROLINE AOYAGI
Executive Editor

the Japanese will often ask the ubig-
uitous question: “What's your blood
type?”

“1 don't think it's totally accurate,
but I think it is not too far off either,”
said Yuko Fujita, a native of Japan
who currently lives and works in
Los Angeles. A Type B, Fujita first
learned of using blood types to
determine characteristics from a TV
show in Japan that explained the

In the numerous bars and
clubs that cover the U.S. land-
scape, a common pick-up line
is, “What's your sign””’ —as in
zodiac sign. But cross the
Pacific Ocean to the island of
Japan and it's not the signs of
the zodiac potential mates are
interested in, it's your blood
type.

Whether you're an A, O, B
or the more uncommon blood
type AB, many Japanese
believe it's a person’s blood
type that determines an indi-
vidual’s characteristics. So
whether you're applying for a

Some famous blood types
(top to bottom): Junichiro
Koizumi  (A), Akira
Kurosawa (B), and Jackie
Chan (AB). The pie chart
above shows the different

| Japanese blood types.

Jjob or seeking out a potential mate,

See BLOOD TYPES/page 2

Buying a SIlce of Amerlcana

A JA businessman
with a penchant for
preserving
American history
buys a historic town
along Route 66 for
the price of a small
house.

By LYNDA LIN
Assistant Editor

CHINO, Calif —To the Amboy,

untrained eye, the small

PHOTO: JACK MARCUS

a desert town along Route 66
was recently bought by Albert Okura.

desert town of Amboy,
California is part of a forgotten
world heavy with dust and crum-
bling with neglect ever since its
once booming location along Route
66 fell away from use. Once when
Route 66 was king, Amboy provid-
ed weary travelers with a place to
sleep and a hot meal while their cars
were refilled with gas, but today the
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town has a population of zero and its
existence is continually in danger of
being swallowed up by the Mojave
Desert’s raw environment. That is
until Albert Okura saw a premoni-
tion in the desert.

“I see the future — the future is
going to be moving out [to the

See AMBOY/page 8
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Voices of War, P Peace

Bl MEMORIAL

DAY 2005

Young APAs in the Armed
Forces talk about their
experiences and whom they
will remember on
Memorial Day.

By CORY GREEN
THOMAS KIM
TIMOTHY TANAKA
CHING TUAN

Special to the Pacific Citizen

From the heroic rescue of the
“Lost Battalion” in the French
Vosges Mountains in World War 11
to the present day reconstruction of
Iraq, Asian Pacific Americans have
etched their contributions and patri-
otism in the pages of U.S. history.

They are the mostly nameless and,

faceless heroes who charged on
when hope was low and found unit-
ed cause when most Americans
were divided.

In honor of Memorial Day and
Asian American Heritage Month,
the Pacific Citizen asked four young
APAs deployed to different parts of
the world to tell their unique stories
about war, peacekeeping and the
heroes they will remember this
Memorial Day holiday.

Like in any other community, no
two stories or perspectives are alike.
In their words, these are their sto-
ries.

PHOTO: THOMAS KIM
A moment of safety—Thomas Kim (center), with his brigade
and Iragi police, raided homes for insurgents. His goal was to
come home alive.

‘Sept. 11th made the sprock-
ets in my head first go in
motion.’

* Cody Green, 21

Filipino American
Lance Corporal 2nd Marine Air
Wing, Marine Air Group 26,
HMM-764
Currently active in his second
rotation in Iraq as 6112 CH-46
mechanic and collateral duties
inspector

Watching that second plane hit
the world trade center made me
think. I obviously had to tell [my
family] I wanted to enlist because [
was only 17 when | was swom in to
the Armed Forces. They didn’t want
it for me, especially my mother.
She came to America so | could
receive a good education. I made

my promise to use the Montgomery
G.L Bill to go to college. That was
the only way I could get them to
sign my enlistment contract.

Here missions are classified, but I
can tell you that there really isn’t a
single most dangerous mission. Just
being in Iraq is dangerous in its
own. The villages and towns that
surround U.S.-controlled areas are
filled with people who were brought
up to kill and hate us.

My wife (Sara Green) is the first
person that I think about when on a
mission. She doesn’t believe in the
war in Iraq but she believes in me.
She has always been there ‘for me
and [ know that she will be there the
rest of my time on Earth. | am here

See MEMORIAL DAY/page 4

Fighting HIV/AIDS Discrimination in the API Community

The Banyan Tree Project, a
national year-round cam-
paign, launches the first
annual API HIV/AIDS
Awareness Day.

By CAROLINE AOYAGI
Executive Editor

Charles Siron, 41, has been living
with HIV for the past six years. Like
most. he has his good and bad days.
Today. he’s dealing with
Cryptococcus pneumonia with the
coughs and lack of energy. He's also
developed diabetes because of his
HIV medication and suffers from
kidney problems and asthma. A for-
merly robust 185 pounds, he now
weighs in at 150 pounds.

But even when Siron — a
Filipino American from Manila
who now calls San Francisco his
home — isn’t feeling his best, he's
always willing to talk about HIV
and AIDS and the need for educa-
tion and open discussion in the
Asian Pacific American community.

“Silence equals death.” he said.
*If 1 just sit here and die, it does no
good. We need more education in

the API (Asian & Pacific Islander)
community. Most people don’t talk
about it but we need to break down
the barriers.”

Siron is speaking out about his
experiences as part of the Banyan
Tree Project, a national year-round
campaign to help fight
discrimination against
APAs living with
HIV/AIDS. The A&PI
Wellness Center in San
Francisco, along with
six other sister organi-
zations, is spearhead-
ing the effort and they
recently launched the
first ever National API
HIV/AIDS Awareness
Day May 19.

“The API cultures do
value silence ... keep- P
ing it within the family. |
But that doesn’t work |
.all the time.” said John
Manzon-Santos, A&PI
Wellness Center execu-
tive director. “Cultural =
barriers become cul-
tural baggage ... We
need open discussion.”

“When [HIV/AIDS] happens to
an API it happens to the API family.
And if the family is not supportive it
can be pretty difficult.” he said. This
project gives “permission to talk

‘See BANYAN TREE/page 11

Photo courtesy of Charles Siron

Charles Siron, on a recent visit to Las Vegas,
has dedicated his life to fighting HIV/AIDS dis-
crimination in the APA community.
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BLOOD TYPES

(Continued from page 1)
historic origins of the practice.

“I talk about blood types among
my girlfriends,” said Fujita, who
admits that the topic comes up often
when she goes out with her friends.
*“I find it interesting that 1 know a lot
of Type B Japanese women who
have stayed in the United States.”

Japanese native Keiko Takayama,

a Type B, believes there is a place
for using blood types and for some
people, the comparisons often hit
the bull’s-gye. “There are some peo-
ple who talk about blood types. It
comes out in conversation, especial-
ly when you're meeting someone
for the first time,” she said. “[ think
there is a place for it and for some.it
hits home.”

The practice of determining a per-
son’s character traits by blood type
is so widespread in Japan that more
than 90 percent know what their
blood type is. Type As are said to be
perfectionists while Type Os are

described as outgoing. Type Bs are
often goal oriented and strong-mind-
ed while Type ABs are said to have
split personalities, being both outgo-
ing and shy,

The practice has grown so wide-
spread that many Japanese compa-
nies ask for applicants’ blood types
and workers are often divided up by

taries loudly criticizing this coun-
try’s growing reliance on blood
types to determine a person’s charac-
teristics.

“It’s mere superstition,” said
Tatsuya Sato, associate professor of
psychology  at  Ritsumeikan
University, in an interview with the
Associated Press. “Linkipg blood

‘Linking blood type and personality is not
only unscientific, lts wmng

Type As, Os, Bs, and ABs. Potential
mates are often meted out by blood
types and “What's your blood type?’
is often one of the first questions

asked on a date. Even a school was.

recently reported to be studying
kindergarten children by their blood

But lately the practice has come
under growing skepticism with
Japanese magazines and commen-

JACL MEMBERS
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to:
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1765 Sutter St.
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CAMPAIGN

(Continued from page 1)

class publication. Since that time,
the P.C. has brought news about the
Japanese American community and
the larger Asian American commu-
nity to its readers,

Many of you reading this article
today will remember the articles
from the June 1, 1984, issue of the
P.C. Thére were articles written by
Minoru Yasui about the need for
Redress; Bill Marutani’s East Wind
column; an article by Bill
Hosokawa about a Nikkei colony in
Florida; and an editorial about
Mondale winning Asian endorse-
ments for his candidacy.

Just like life before cell phones,
lap tops, Pentium III's, hummers,
Internet banking and marketing, and
SPAM that doesn’t come in a can,
the PC. has come a long way with
beautiful color headlines and pic-
tures, expanded news articles, car-
toons, and book reviews.

Indeed, the PC. has become a
world-class newspaper under the
leadership of the Executive Editor
Caroline Aoyagi and her staffers:
Brian Tanaka, Lynda Lin, and Eva
Lau-Ting. They are dedicated to
publishing the PC. on a regular
schedule. Neither rain nor floods
nor tsunamis will prevent them from
doing their jobs. That's the
American spirit, and I for one salute
them for a wonderful accomplish-
ment.

I have a passion for the PC.
because it is the link to our past,
present, and future. We must contin-
ue to preserve and support the P.C.
because of the many JA pioneers

~ who came before us and are no

longer with us, The JA story must be
preserved for generations and gen-
erations. I am a firm believer that
every generation must be educated
and enlightened because of history
revisionists who attempt to change
historical facts to suit their hidden
agendas,

NAME

Ask yourself, what does the PC.
mean to me? Raising a family in
rural Georgia, my parents eagerly
awaited their weekly P.C. For them
it was a link to their family in
California and news from home. I
remember thinking that the P.C. was
solely for the people in California
because all of the news seemed to
be about California.

It wasn’t until years later when I
graduated from the University of
Georgia and became active in the
JACL Southeast chapter and the
Eastern District that | realized how
important the P.C. could be for me,
It puts me in touch with the JA com-
munity which spans several genera-
tions (Nisei, Sansei, Yonsei, and
Gosei). And it helps me to leam
about the experiences of others in
the AA community and gives us a
collective voice in expressing our
views about due process and equal
protection as guaranteed by the
Constitution,

Now, what would happen if you
received notice that this was your
last issue of the P.C.? Think about
that for a moment. No more P.C. No
more news about civil rights. No
more news about the JA commumi-
ty. No more book reviews of books
wrilten by JAs. No more editorials.
No more Spring Campaigns.

Would you miss the PC.? The
answer is a resounding YES. It goes
without saying that the PC. is the

Tatsuya Sato, associate

type and personality is not only
unscientific, it’s wrong.”

Psychologists in the United States
agree that there is no scientific basis
for the practice of using blood types
to determine a person’s characteris-
tics.

“T know of no scientific basis for a
blood type-personality connection,”
said Anna S. Lau, assistant professor
of psychology at UCLA. “1 would
place this practice in the category of
pseudoscience. It sounds potentially
quite harmful.”

Cognitive Psychologist Geoff Ho
agrees. “My general feeling about
this is that physical measures such as
blood type grossly oversimplifies
personality and is not a very good
predictor of personality,” he said.

Blood types were first discovered
in 1901, but the Nazis in Germany
soon used the discovery to declare
their race’s superiority. The use of
blood types to determine characteris-
tics in Japan goes back to the 1930s
when its militaristic government

| used the theory to breed better sol-

diers.
The practice was abandoned

t shortly afterwards but was revital-

ized in the 1970s when broadcaster
Masahiko Nomi wrote a popular
book in support of the theory. His
son Toshikata currently runs the

- Human Science ABO Center and

lifeblood of JACL and neither can |

survive without the other.

Let’s be united and support the |

P.C. by giving generously to the
2005 Spring Campaign and encour-
aging our friends to join JACL. A
generous gift of $100 or more will
make it possible for you to receive a
free copy of Gil Asakawa's wonder-
ful book, *Being Japanese
American” (while supplies last).

The next time you see Caroline,
Brian, Lynda, and Eva, give them a
high five and thanks for doing a
great job. The accolades are long
overdue.

YOU CAN MAKE IT HAPPEN!
0 $50 @ $100 O $150 Q@ Other

APA Sports

P.C. to your
PC!

MAIL TO: PACIFIC CITIZEN, 7 CUPANIA CIRCLE I

MONTEREY PARK, CA 91755

continues to promote his father’s
blood type theory.

“Blood type chemistry is the only
known objective standard by which
to differentiate among the physical
composition of all creatures, includ-
ing human bcmgs said Toshikata

Re: Teruya's
Commentary

I would like to thank Emily
Teruya for her recent comments
addressing the usage of the “J”" word
(P.C., May 6-19 edition.) T think the
majority of younger Japanese
Americans are too far removed
from the WWII “J-p” issue and
don’t see or care about the underly-
ing implications. Or maybe it is

thought that “we should just get

over it”" and move on with our lives.

Unfortunately for many JA com-
munity members that is not possi-
ble. It certainly was not possible for
my nine year old daughter to “just
get over it” when a fellow 4th grade
student jokingly directed the “J-p”
word towards her.

The consensus that the word has a
different meaning because of the
periods is weak. Emily’s point of
using the word unconscionably
essentially creates a sense of apathy

Nomi. He adds, “The science of
human nature cannot be so easily
explained by blood type alone. Still,
this will be the first step in exploring
the unknown world.”

Although the use of blood types is
a common practice in Japan today it
is still relatively unheard of in the
United States, even among Japanese
Americans. And of those who may
have heard of the practice from par-
ents or relatives, very little credence
is given to blood type character
determination.

“I'm sure there are similarities
among people with the same blood
type but to determine someone’s per-
sonality is a bit much,” said Maria
Murakawa, a Shin Nisei. “When I'm
with a group of Japanese people.I've
just met, the subject of exchanging
blood types for the sake of getting to
know each other always comes up. [
just think that it’s too general to lump
people’s personalities between four
categories.”

“T've heard of it but gon’t believe
it,” said Frances Yokota, a Yonsei
who has heard her Japanese girl-
friends talk about blood types from
time to time. Yokota, a Type A,
admits that she will sometimes
indulge in the occasional daily horo-
scope but much like blood types
doesn’t take it too seriously.
“Sometimes | read horoscopes just
for fun, but I don’t believe it.”

For most Japanese today the prac-
tice of using blood types is for fun
and is to be taken lightly, much like
how those in the United States con-
sult their zodiacs to determine com-
patibility with a new mate or indulge
in a daily reading of their horoscope.

“Yes, we Japanese talk about
blood types a lot, when you have a
new boyfriend, or a new friend,”
said Kaoru Imazeki, a Type B. “But
I guess we can't rely too much on
blood types. For me, 1 believe it but
don’t care even if my friend’s blood
type and my blood type don’t get
along.”

*Japan has a much longer history
compared to America and 1 think
blood types are believed by the vari-
ous generations in Japan,” said
Fujita. “But my belief is just for
fun.” A

that ultimately becomes a festering
problem down the road.

Rachel Factor knowingly used
the word in the title of her show to
promote herself at the expense of
the Japanese American and Jewish
American communities. | agree that
the PC. as a voice of the JACL
members and our policy to educate
against stereotypes and derogatory
remarks should never use the “J’
word in such a glorified manner.

Carol Rawase
Sonoma County Chapter

PaciFic CITIZEN

7 Cupania Circle
Monterey Park, CA 91755
fax: 323/725-0064
e-malil: paccit@aol.com
letters2pc@aol.com

# Except for the National Director's
Report, news and the views

by columnists do not nec-
essarily reflect JACL policy. The
columns are the personal opinion of
the writers.
# “Voices™ reflect the active, public
discussion within JACL of a wide
range of ideas and issues, though they
may not reflect the viewpoint of the
editorial board of the Pacific Citizen.
# “Short expressions” on public
issues, usually one or two paragraphs,
should include signature, address and
daytime phone number. Because of
space limitations, letters are subject to

Although we are unable

to print all the letters we receive, we
appreciate the interest and views of
those who take the time to send us
their comments.
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NATIONAL NEWS

In the City

of Leaks, Wen Ho

Lee Tries to Find the Leakers

By PETE YOST
Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON—A  federal
appeals court debated May 9
whether to overturn a contempt rul-
ing against five journalists who
have refused to identify their
sources for stories on Wen Ho Lee,
the nuclear scientist whose career
was cut short when his name sur-
faced as an espionage
suspect,

Lee is suing the gov-
emment for leaking his
name to the news media
during a political frenzy
late in the Clinton admin-
istration when
Republicans accused the
White House of ignoring
China’s alleged theft of

WEN HO LEE

Appeals Court Judge David Sentelle
asked in mock surprise, bringing
laughter in the courtroom.

Sun said he unsuccessfully ques-
tioned 21 government witnesses
about the leaks before turning to the
news media for answers.

“We were asking them questions
every which way from Sunday to
find out who they were talking to,”
Sun said of interviews
with government wit-
nesses.

Lee was fired from
Los Alamos National
Laboratory in New
Mexico. He said govern-
ment officials leaked
information about him to
reporters, violating the
Privacy Act in pointing to

U.S. nuclear secrets.

Lawyers said that the journalists
have a qualified First Amendment
privilege to protect the confidential-
ity of their sources and that a lower
court judge erred in finding the
reporters in contempt. A $500-per-
day fine was suspended pending
appeals.

Lee Levine, representing
Associated Press reporter H. Josef
Hebert and Los Angeles Times
reporter Robert Drogin, said the
judge in the case “simply bundled
all the reporters together” without
drawing distinctions in the stories
they wrote or broadcast.

The other journalists found in
contempt in the case are James
Risen and Jeff Gerth of The New
York Times, and Pierre Thomas, for-
merly of CNN and now of ABC.

Lee’s lawyer framed the case in
terms the judges readily understood.

“There is, especially in this town,
a culture of leaks,” Brian Sun said.

“This town?” U.S. Court of

him as a suspect in the
possible theft of nuclear
secrets for China.

Indicted on 59 felony counts
alleging he mishandled. nuclear
weapons information, Lee pleaded
guilty to a single charge after spend-
ing nine months in solitary confine-
ment.

His treatment drew an apology
from a federal judge, who said the
case had embarrassed the nation and
every citizen.

Appeals court judges A.
Raymond Randolph and Sentelle
reacted skeptically to the news
media’s suggestion that Lee should
have done more interviews with
government witnesses to find out
the sources of the leaks.

Randolph pointed to other cases
in which far less questioning of wit-
nesses had been done before the
plaintiffs targeted the news media.

The Lee case is among several
recent high-profile examples of
reporters facing punishment for
refusing to reveal sources. ll

Japanese Court Says City lllegally Denied
Overseas A-bomb Survivors Right to Aid

MARI YAMAGUCHI
Associated Press Writer

TOKYO—A Japanese court
ruled May 10 that survivors of the
atomic bomb dropped on Hiroshima
that now live abroad are entitled to
receive the same medical benefits
and funeral costs as enjoyed by sur-
vivors living in Japan.

The Hiroshima District Court
ruled against the city of Hiroshima,
which twice rejected the claims of
three survivors and the wife of a
fourth man who died that now live
in the United States, saying the gov-
ernment-run  support  program
should also cover survivors living
outside Japan.

The claimants — all
California — were entitled to sur-
vivor benefits, the court said in a
statement.

Under the Atomic Survivors'
Support Law, survivors of the 1945
atomic bombings of Hiroshima and
Nagasaki that are officially recog-
nized by the government are eligible
for state health care and other bene-
fits, including monthly allowances
of up to 140,000 ven (US$1,260)
and free medical checkups, as well
as their funeral costs.

“The law is designed to broadly
provide support to those with health
problems resulting from the atomic
bombings,” according to a summa-
ry of the ruling. *“The appropriate

from,

interpretation is that the law allows

those seeking medical costs and *

other allowances from abroad to
apply directly to the government.”

Teruko Morinaka, a 73-year-old
plaintiff, and three others, including
the one who died, moved to the
United States after surviving the
Aug. 6, 1945 U.S. atomic bombing
of Hiroshima. They later visited
Japan and obtained the government
certificates to be eligible for the
government SUPpPOIt program.

Morinaka, a Japanese American
bom in Ohio, was visiting in
Hiroshima, her father’s hometown,
at the time of the atomic bombing,
and has since developed liver ail-
ments due to radiation exposure,
Kyodo News reported.

When they sought their
allowances in 2003 and 2004 by
submitting documents by mail,
however, \Hiroshima denied their
claims, saying they do not live in
the city.

Foreign-based survivors have
often been excluded from such ben-
efits, but a landmark ruling in 2002
forced the government to funnel
more relief to victims living abroad.

The May 10 ruling could also
help other atomic bomb victims liv-
ing abroad to get compensation.

There are 285,600 atomic bomb
survivors, including 5.000 living
abroad. About 900 survivors live in
the United States. ll

New Report Reveals AA Voting
Trends in 2004 Presidential Election

Asian American volers, despite
their diverse backgrounds and
languages, voiced common con-
cerns across ethnic lines, citing
the economy/jobs as the most
important factor in their vote for
president and civil liberties as the
most important civil rights issue.

More than one-third (38%) of
those polled were first-time vot-
ers, and almost one-half (46%)
needed language assistance in
order to vote.

The Asian American Legal
Defense and Education Fund
(AALDEF) released these find-
ings from its national multilingual
exit poll of almost 11,000 AA vot-
ers in the November 2004
Election, the largest nonpartisan
survey of its kind in the nation, in
a briefing May 16 at the
Longworth House Office Building.

“Multilingual exit polls reveal
vital information about Asian
American voting pattemns that are
regularly overlooked in mainstream
voter surveys,” said AALDEF
Executive Director Margaret Fung.
“This report demonstrates that
Asian American voters are increas-
ingly cohesive across ethnic lines.
And many Asian
Americans are firsi-time voters, lan-
guage assistance at the polls should
be expanded under the Voting
Rights Act, to promote greater civic
participation.”

The new AALDEF publication,
“The Asian American Vote 2004: A
Report on the Multilingual Exit Poll

because so

Specific highlights of the
report include:
* Asian Americans were largely
Democratic voters:
* Economy/jobs was the most
important issue o AAS in voting
for president:
* AAs shared common political
interests, even across ethnic
lines:
* AAs tumed to ethnic media
outlets for their main source ol
s; and

uage assistance and bilin

gual ballots are needed to pre

serve access o the vote.

in the 2004 Presidential Election,”
provides a snapshot of the voter
preferences of Asian Americans in
20 cities in eight states: New York,
New Jersey, Massachusetts, Rhode
Island, Michigan, Illinois,
Pennsylvania, and Virginia,

The five largest Asian groups sur-
veyed in 2004 were Chinese (46%),
South Asian (25%), Korean (14%),
Southeast Asian (6%). and Filipino
(5%). Eighty-two percent were for-
eign born while 29% had no formal
U.S. education,

The report contains numerous
_tables and charts that describe the
party enrollment, English proficien-
cy and issue preferences of first-
time voters, foreign-born voters,

women volers, and young voters.

AALDEF Staff Attorney
Glenn Magpantay noted that
many exit poll respondents
encountered serious voting barri-
ers, with hundreds of voters
-directed to the wrong poll site and
hostile or poorly trained poll
workers making racist remarks to
AAs voters. AALDEF received
more than 600 complaints of vot-
ing problems, including numer-
ous instances of AA volers being
improperly required to show
identification. -

“It is critical that civil rights
laws are vigorously enforced, so
that Asian Americans are pot
denied their fundamental right to
vote,” said Magpantay.

AALDEF has conducted exit
polls of AA voters in every major

“election since 1988. Over 5,000

Asian New Yorkers and 3,000
Asian voters in four states (NY, NJ,
MA, MI) were surveyed in
AALDEF's 2000 and 2002 exit
polls, respectively.

Based on findings from the 2004
exit poll and AALDEF's election
monitoring efforts over the pasl
decade, AALDEF will be advocat-
ing for the réauthorization of the
Voting Rights Act in 2007, includ-
ing expanded provisions for lan-
guage assistance under section 203,

Copies of the report can be
obtained online at www.aaldef.org
or by calling the Asian American
Legal Defense and Education Fund
at 212/966.5932. &

National Newsbytes

By PC. Staff and
Associated Press

New Jersey 101.5 FM
Loses Ads Due to Shock
Jocks’ Racial Slurs

EWING, NJ—Hyundai Motor
America and Cingular Wireless
pulled their advertising support
from NJ 101.5 FM because of a
recent broadcast during the after-
noon drive time show where shock
jocks Craig Carton and Ray Rossi
mocked Edison mayoral candidate
Jun Choi’s Korean American her-
itage.

On the air, Carton said no minor-
ity group should dictate the out-
come of an American election and

delivered portions of his statements
in mock-Asian accent. His com-

ments prompted Asian American
groups to call for a boycott of the
program’s sponsors and demands
that the DJs be fired. Radio station
management apologized April 27.

Miss Info is Back

NEW YORK, NY—HOT 97
FM’S Miss Info (Minya Oh) is back
on the air with
her own
weekend
show from 8
am. to noon.
She is also
providing
“celebrity
drama?”
reports on
FunkMaster
Flex's 7-8 p.m. evening shifts
Monday-Thursday.

Oh, who is Korean American,
was the only member of Miss

Jones” moming team who objected
to the racially insensitive tsunami
parody song.

U.S. to Help Fund Asian
Tsunami Early Warning
System

COLOMBO, Sri Lanka—The
U.S. government will help set up
and provide much of the funds for a
tsunami early warning system in the
Indian Ocean. President George W.
Bush signed documents May 11
allocating $907 million for relief in
countries hit by the December
tsunami.

There was no early warning sys-
tem in the Indian Ocean when a
massive earthquake struck on Dec.
26, setting off tsunami that devas-
tated coastal regions in 11 coun-
tries. More than 176,000 people
died in the disaster and around
50,000 Others remain missing, pre-
sumed dead.

New York Targets
Immigrant Slavery in
‘Human Trafficking’ Bill

ALBANY, New York—Attorney
General Eliot Spitzer wants to make
the act of human trafficking a
felony. A bill that would provide
needed enforcement tools for the
growing crime could be acted on
before the legislative session is
scheduled to end June 23. -

The federal Trafficking Victims
Protection Act was passed in 2000
and since then Congress and the
Bush administration have proposed
several measures (o bolster it.

As many as 20,000 immigrants
are smuggled into the United States
each year and forced into slavery or

prostitution often through the major
ports of New York, California and
Florida.

Fairfax County School
District Orders Revision
of Books

FAIRFAX, Virginia—A concert-
ed yearlong campaign by Indian
American parents in Virginia’s
Fairfax County has resulted in a
revision of textbooks on Indian his-
tory, ensuring that children will not
look at Indian culture as mere
“karma, cows and caste.” They rec-
ommended that teachers expand
their lessons on topics including
Hindu writings.

Five publishers have made mod-
est changes in the texts, and the
panel of professors has recommend-
ed that the county purchase eight
revised books,

Search Continues for
Killer of Queens
Brother, Sister

NEW YORK—Police are search-
ing for the killer who stabbed a pair
of Hong Kong immigrants to death
in their Queens apartment. Sharon
Ng, 21, and her 18-year-old brother
Simon were discovered May 12
around 9:40 p.m. by the woman'’s
boyfriend. Both had been stabbed
repeatedly, and they were found in
separate bedrooms in the apartment
they shared in the Flushing section.

Police have yet to make an arrest
in the case. The siblings had moved
to New York with their parents in
1997 and stayed in the city when
their mother and father returned to
Hong Kong. l
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in Iraq making a difference in life.
Not only mine but for people who
need help to fight for their rights.
Not very many people can tell the
world that he or she is a Marine, a
Marine that has been in Iraq rwice.

My personal hero was my grand-
father on my stepfather’s side. He
was a Marine drill instructor, one of
the best jobs in the Marine Corps.
He passed away last year when I
was out here. My stepfather was in
Operation Desert Storm. I would
like to be more knowledgeable just
like him.

‘The proudest moment I
had in the military was com-

ing back from Iréq alive.”

THOMAS KIM, 25
Second Generation Korean
American
Counterintelligence (CI) Agent
3rd brigade 2nd Infantry
Division, 1-14 Cavalry Squadron
Returned from active duty in
Iraq as Human Intelligence
Collector and CI Agent in
Cavalry platoon

I decided to enlist after my second
year of attending the University of
California, Riverside. It was during
a time in my life when I was most
confused and vulnerable. T was in

the process of changing majors and [
felt that I was learning nothing from
school. 1 was always interested in

{ joining a government agency such as

the FBI or CIA and figured this
would help with job experience and
give me an advantage when apply-

ing to a government agency.
I have a couple regrets about join-

| ing, the big one being time. I had to

enlist for five years (when [ initially
only wanted to join for two to three)
because of the job. It required a top-
secret security clearance and a lot of
schooling. 1 found out during that
time, that this was not the career path
I wanted to take, so now I have to
play catch up with my education. |
thought T'd be able to finish my
degree while in the military, but in
reality there was little time for
school.

When | was with the Cavalry, |
had to raid homes of insurgents, go
on convoys from Balad to Scania, do
cordon and searches in the city of
Samarra and Mosul, do daily patrols
through Mosul, and go on “Quick
Reaction Force” (QRF) when sol-
diers received [armed] contact.

You would think when soldiers go
on raids to find people or do cordon
and searches or attack cities that
they’d be most vulnerable. But that
didn’t seem to be the case with me.
I was in most danger at times [ felt
most comfortable and felt we were
safe. In Samarra, we were outside
the city setting up a traffic control
point when mortars rained down on
us.

Also, when we were doing con-
voy missions from Balad, 1 was
bored to death standing outside the
hatch of a Stryker watching cars
pass, when an Improvised Explosive
Device (IED) went off on a fuel
truck directly behind us. All 1 heard
was the beginning of a loud boom
and then I went deaf (I wasn't wear-
ing hearing protection because most
of the time on convoys, nothing hap-
pens). There was smoke and dust
everywhere, and for awhile (it felt
like a long time), 1 was stunned and
in shock. I then heard the clacking

of an AK47 and saw a person on the
highway about 100 meters off the
blast area. [ opened fire on five guys
that dismounted from a vehicle.

To this day, I don’t know if T hit
them, nor do I care. All our goals
were to get out of bad situations
alive not to kill a lot of people or get
medals or awards ... to just make it
back alive with all our limbs and
eyesight intact.

I've found out that intelligence
work is really not my thing. I hope
to become a pharmacist. I'd like to
help people in an area where I won't
see blood, deal with the dead ... but
I'll still be helping people maintain
their health and hopefully I can trav-
el with doctors to third world coun-
tries and help dispense drugs in those

‘I am glad to give back and
serve this country.’

TIMOTHY TANAKA, 20
Shin-Nisei

Sergeant Headquarters and
Headquarters Company 1/160
Infantry Regiment, 40th Infantry
Division

Currently on active duty in
Kosovo in the S6 Battalion
Communications Section provid-
ing computer technical support

Getting accepted to UCLA pushed”

me to the National Guard. Although
I am going to be three years behind
after this deployment, I have learned
so many new skills and seen so
much more of the world that it's
worth it. Tam proud to be American.
With all the opportunity to do
absolutely anything I am glad to give
back and serve this country.

Kosovo is not a terribly dangerous
place. Our mission here is to
“Provide a Safe and Secure

By Pacific Citizen Staff

Judy Chu Honors
San Gabriel Valley APIAs

Assembly Member Judy Chu recognized outstand-
ing APIAs in the 49th Assembly District in honor of
Asian American Heritage

Month.

The nominees had (o live,
work or provide services in
the 49th District. The win-
ners were: Olivia Lou
(art/music); James Wang
(business/entreprencur); Dr.
Victor Cheng (community
activism); Choi Nim Yan
Scholarship Foundation

APAs

in the

News

Bulletin Legal Defense Fund, which supports the orga-
nization’s workers’ rights litigation program in China.

Senators Inouye, Stevens to Receive

American Patriot
Award
The National Defense

this year’s American Patriot
Award will be presented to
Sen. Daniel K. Inouye
(Hawaii) and Sen. Ted
Stevens (Alaska). The black-
tic awards gala will tlake
place at the Ronald Reagan

Building and International Trade Center on Dec. 1.
Inouye will receive the award for his valor in World

University Foundation said

(education); Kaleigh and Kimberly Komatsu (family);
Herald Cancer Association (health); Hong Kong
Schools Alumni Scholarship Foundation (non-profit);

Vanda Yung (women'’s issues); Eugenia Shue (senior);
Diana Lu (youth).

RFA Host Wins
Prestigious Gleitsman Award

Veteran Chinese labor activist, Radio Free Asia (RFA)
broadcaster Han Dongfang received the U.S.-based
Gleitsman Foundations” 2005 International Activist
Award.

He shares the award and U.S. $100,000 prize with
founders of the UK-based Global Witness. Han will
donate his portion of the money to the China Labour

War 11 and for his Congressional leadership for more
than 45 years. Stevens will receive the award for his sus-
tained dedication to advancing the nation’s security pol-
icy and his service in WWIL

Wells Fargo Names Toda to Lead API
Public Relations Strategy

As Wells Fargo's public relations consultant, Stacey
Ann Fong Toda is the first in the company’s 153-year
history to exclusively oversee API public relations. She

+.will manage media relations, strengthen relationships

with APl community leaders and develop API commu-
nications strategies.

Toda joined Wells Fargo from the office of former
California Assembly Member George Nakano. ll

Environment.” The most dangerous
issue for us would be ice in the win-
ter (we're mostly from Southemn
California) and the narrow roads
and offensive drivers. Carpal
Tunnel [Syndrome] is a bigger threat
to me as my job consists of silling at
a desk and typing the day away.

My grandfather waS in the
Imperial Japanese Navy during
WWIL. He enlisted when he was 17.
He was in 