A big thank you
to all our P.C. Spring
Campaign donors!
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HISTORIC WIN
Choi’'s Primary win
signals increasing
diversity in Edison.
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Jake Shimabukuro
strums faster than light-*
ening. Seriously.
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Occidental College’s New Digital Archive Provides
Glimpse Into 1942 College Life for JA Students

By CAROLINE AOYAGI
Executive Editor

The faded black and white photo
in Occidental College’s 1942 year-
book seems unimpressive at first:
just four Japanese American stu-
dents conversing with their profes-

sor. But for these students the photo
has a much deeper significance —
memories of a forced relocation and
internment that would bring their
college days to an abrupt end.

Ted Tajima was just 19 years old

and about to enter his third year at
Occidental when Pearl Harbor took
place. Soon afterwards, he would
make the difficult decision to with-
draw from the school and voluntari-
ly evacuate to Salt Lake City, Utah.
In all, more than 110,000 Americans
of Japanese ancestry living on the

and English teacher now living in
Altadena, California. “T grew up
with discrimination as part of our
lives. What was done to us was just
one more thing done to us in the
past.”

But even during a time of much
anti-Asian sentiment, there were
some who were

West Coast would eventually be
forced into internment camps.

“I wasn't old enough to say this
shouldn’t be done, but 1 expected
something like this,” said Tajima,
82, a retired high school journalism

Japanese American students
(left)y at Occidental College
shortly before they were evacu-
ated in 1942. Ted Tashima
(above) at his 1946 graduation.

able to block out
the cries to perse-
cute the JAs and
- | find a voice of rea-
| One of those peo-
ple was former
| Occidental
President Remsen
DuBois Bird.

In 1942 when
all of Occidental’s
JA students were
forced to discon-
tinue their educa-
tion, Bird kept an
ongoing  corre-
spondence with the students, often
writing letters of recommendation
so the students could continue their
studies on the East Coast. Bird did

See ARCHIVES/Page 12

Residents of ‘Jap Lane’ Closer
to Choosing New Road Names

By Pacific Citizen Staff

Residents of “Jap Lane” in
Orange County, Texas have moved
a step closer to renaming the contro-
versial road, largely due to a desire
to avoid a scandal and potential law-
suits,

Gathering at the Pecan Acres
Baptist Church June 21, the resi-
dents chose three different names
for the three sections the original
road is naturally divided into, said
Orange County Commissioner John
Dubose who has helped lead the
current effort to change the road
name,

The proposed three new road
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names are: CaJun Way, .Iapancqe
Lane, and Duncan Woods Lane.
Duncan Woods Lane covers the
longest section of the original road
and is named after an old settlement.
Japanese Lane will run from FM
1442 to FM 1135 and is a desolate
section of the original “Jap Lane.”

Orange County Commissioners
will vote on the name changes July
D),

In total about 50 residents attend-
ed the name change proposal meet-
ing and submitted recommenda-
tions but several residents also
protested the name change by refus-
ing to submit their votes.

Even though the renaming of the
road is now inevitable, current resi-
dents of the road still have mixed

feelings.
“In an interview with the
Beaumont  Enterprise, Patricia

Granger, 53, said she is sorry to see
her road renamed but she is not

See ‘JAP LANE'/Page 3

DON DON DON!
‘Big Drum’ taiko
exhibition comes
to JANM July 14.
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INSIDE
Birdie Kim
makes miracle
shot to take
U.S. Open.
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RememBeR: A sketch
of the proposed
Bainbridge Island JA
Memorial supported
by most residents.
Opponents say the
memorial is too one-
sidec

‘Let It Not Happen Again’

Bainbridge Island’s forth-
coming JA Memorial, which
will observe the history of
the first WWII evacuees, is
fighting for federal funding.
Some residents believe the
memorial presents an inac-
curate picture.

By LYNDA LIN

Assistant Editor

Clarence Moriwaki feels the

responsibility to speak up because
those before him could not. He was
in college when he first realized the
word “camp” meant more than a fun
outdoor retreat. His father never

talked about the other side of the
word — he kept the barbed wire sto-
ries buried because they were topics
kids should not have to worry about.

Now Moriwaki finds strength in
the silence as the chair of the
Bainbridge Island World War I
Nikkei Exclusion Memorial
Committee, which is the driving
force behind the creation of a
Japanese American memorial set to
be built on the same land where
injustice began. -

It was here on Bainbridge Ibland
that the first group of JA residents
were evacuated under Executive
Order 9066, escorted by U.S. Army

See MEMORIAL/Page 7

The eighth biennial confer-
ence draws the largest
number of attendees com-
pared to past events.

By LYNDA LIN
Assistant Editor

-SALT LAKE CITY—Identity
was the heart of discussion at the
eighth biennial national youth/stu-
dent conference where JACLers
across the generations gathered at
the University of Utah June 24-26
to take an inward journey with
what a keynote speaker called, “a
family of brothers and sisters.”

In his address, opening keynote
speaker Steve Nakajo challenged
participants to define their identi-

Young JACLers Find Identity at Youth Conference

ties — the con-
ference theme
— and called
the dual cul-
tures of being
both Asian and
American “a
great  beauty
but also a great
responsibility,”
a  sentiment
which  many
speakers later
echoed.
Together
young JACLers
from all walks of life answered the
question of identity through discus-
sions about Japanese American his-
tory and civil rights, percussions of

Easy Sushi: And they weren't even in L.A.! Young
JACLers learn the art of rolling at the conference.

taiko drums and the graceful

movements of Obon dancing.
This year’s “family” attendance
topped off at nearly 180, double
See YOUTH/Page 2

MID-YEAR CAMPAIGN

That Time of
Year ... Again

By JOHN TATEISHI
JACL Executive Director

Each year, we
embark on fund
raising campaigns
to support our
operations: once
at mid-year, and a
year-end cam-
paign. Tl:us is the beginning of that

See ‘CAMPAIGN/Page 2

Lily Okura, Pioneering Leader of JAGL, Passes

By Pacific Citizen Staff

Lily Okura,
a pioneering
leader of
JACL and wife
of former
National
S A T
President K.
Patrick Okura,
passed away June 14 at her home in
Bethesda, Maryland.

Lily, a longtime and active mem-

ber of the Washington, D.C., JACL
chapter, was one of the first female
officers to serve on the national
JACL board. During the late 70s
and early 80s she served on the
board as a national JACL vice pres-
ident. She was also a vice govemor
of the EDC for many years up to the
time of her death.

*[Lily] was one of the pathfind-
er’s among the Nisei women and
one of the first women to serve in a

See OKURA/Page 11
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SPRING CAMPAIGN
To Our Readers:

Thanks to you, our generous read-
ers, the third annual Pacific Citizen
Spring Campaign was an enormous
success, With 83 donors generously
contributing to this important cam-
paign, we managed to exceed our
campaign goal, bringing in a total
of: $10,285.

As I'm sure you've read in the
numerous Spring Campaign articles
that have appeared in the PC. the
last few months, this year’s cam-
paign monies will go towards the
official PC. Web site, set to launch
this fall.

Of course the printed version of
the P.C. will continue to be delivered
to your doorstep twice a month but
be sure to check out our new Web
site. In addition to top feature sto-
ries, the site will also include sports
and entertainment stories, commen-
tary, obituaries and of course our
ever-popular calendar section.

So tell your friends, relatives, and
co-workers to check out the new
Web site — and fill out a subscrip-
tion to the PC. The Web site will be
an added bonus for our readers, but

only a portion of the PC.’s printed
stories will be available online. The
entire P.C. will still only be available
in the printed version, so get your
copies now.

For three years the P.C. has relied
on the generosity of our readers and
supporters to help fund the newspa-
per. And we thank you! As a non-
profit newspaper, funding has
always been tight and this situation
will likely continue. As JACL con-
tinues to deal with fiscal issues, we
at the P.C. continue to tighten our fis-
cal belts.

Our generous donors have been
recognized with a listing of their
names (see right) and our new Web
site will feature a Hall of Fame of
donors who have helped fund the
Web site project. Again, we thank all
of you.

Over the years the P.C. has contin-
ued to change and innovate and we
are glad you have joined us on that
journey. Thank you to our readers
and thank you to our PC. editorial
board members who have generous-
ly supported the campaign.

Sincerely,

Canoline r4oyage

Executive Editor

CAMPAIGN

(Continued from page 1)

effort.

You read in the last issue of the
Pacific Citizen that we're heading
into the second fiscal quarter with a
surplus of $176.000. That was the
good news. But I'm afraid the bad

. news is far graver.

That surplus isn’t nearly enough
to get us comfortably through the
year.

When I first took over as the direc-
tor, we generally began the second
quarter with well over $200,000 in
membership revenue surpluses, and
that money is critical to get us
through the lean summer months
when we see a huge drop in mem-
bership renewals, and, consequently,
a huge drop in revenues. This is the
normal cycle of the organization.

In the six years since I became
director, our membership numbers
have dropped because of the loss of
Nisei members and lapsed members
who haven’t renewed. And as our
revenues have diminished, our costs
keep going up. Getting through the
lean months to the end of the year
has become more and more difficult
as we continue to see a dwindling of

I want to help support JACLs ongoing mission to protect our
civil rights; provide educational materials for our schools &

membership numbers.

So while there is a surplus, it isn’t
nearly what it used to be and isn’t
enough to get us from now to

December without once again trim-

ming costs wherever and however

we can. In other words, providing -

you with all the services you expect
and meeting all your needs, while at
the same time carrying on our pro-
grams and responding to those who
need our help: but doing so without
all the resources we need or would
like to have.

What this really means is simple:
we count on your generosity and
support to carry on the mission of the

Ttank you!

Total donations:
$10,285

$1,000 or more: Hideo Tochiura; $500: Fred & Irene Hoshiyama, Helen
Kawagoe, Tsuneo Oda; $250-$200: Edwin Endow and Debra Hatanaka,
Kazumi Fuijii, David and Carol Kawamoto, Ernest Urata, Paul Uyehara;
$150-$100: Thaya Mune Craig, Ichiro Doi, Art Gorai, Bobbi Hanada,
George and Janice Higashi, May Hirata, Jean and Pete Hironaka, Fred
Hirotani, Shig Hoki, Ken Inouye, Akira Ishibashi, Milton Kanatani, Jerry
Katayama, Micki Kawakami, Tom Kida, Thomas Kurihara, Richard Kushi-
no, Kent Matsuda, Susan Matsumoto, Mary Minamoto, Kazuo Miyashita,
Tom and Betty Mori, Shizue Morita, Tsutomu Nakano, Mike Namba, Ted
and Michele Namba, Tokie Nerio, Fusae Nishina, Dolly Ogata, Roger
Ozaki, Jane Ozawa, Fred & Mitsue Salador, Tada Sato, Yayoi Ailene Scott,
George Shimizu, Ayako Tagashira, Eiko Takemoto, Hank & Sachie Tanaka,
Sadako Tanaka, Paul Tani, John Tateishi, Florence Teshima, Dr. Himeo,
Tsumori, George Wakiji, Takeko Wakiji, Marie Yamasaki, Ted and Margaret
Yasuda, Michelle Yoshida; $99 and below: Lorraine Aragaki, Ben Arikawa,
Miyo Berger, Mary Collins, Chiyo Futagaki, Marii Hasegawa, Kenji
Hironaka, Nami Iwataki, Martha and Buichi Kajiwara, Edward Kobata, Ima
Kozen, Paul and Atsuko Kusuda, Amy Mass, Pat & Barney Matsumoto,
Arthur Matsuura, Tom Morimoto, Ruth Nishimura, Toyoo Nitake, Jean
Otani, Tom Sakali, Claire Sanpei, Tom and Yuki Sonoda, Sachi Suzuki, M.
Louise Takeuchi, James Yamaguchi, Haru Yoshida.

Bon odori at the youth conference.

YOUTH

(Continued from page 1)

the number of past conferences, said
youth council representatives. More
than 125 — almost 70-percent — of
the attendees were from the
Intermountain District Council, a
fact that didn't surprise young
JACLers like Caroline Kawaguchi,
an IDC member from Boise Valley.
Kawaguchi, 24, likened the IDC'’s

dominant participation as deeply

| embedded in the local communities.

organization and to meet your needs |

and expectations.

The PC. has just completed its
Spring Campaign, so coming in on
their heels isn’t the best idea of tim-
ing. But this is just the way it is.

So we're asking you to take out
your checkbooks once again and
contribute to the national JACL's
Mid-year Campaign to help us get
through the rest of the year. You'll
see our ad on page 2 of the PC.
Think big or think small. Any
amount will help.

And thanks in advance for your
support and generosity. ll _

Your donation is fully tax deductible.

Please retumn this form with your check, payable to Japanese American Citizens League (JACL)
and mail to: PO. Box 7144, San Francisco, CA 94120-7144

| |
| 1
: communities; and preserve the heritage and :
i legacy of the Japanese American community. i
: Enclosed is my/our gift of: (1 $100 [1$150 [1$200 Other :
I NAME: 1
| |
: ADDRESS! :
: cITy: STATE: ZIP: 1

|
| MEMBER 1.D.: 1
| 1
| | want to charge my contribution to my credit card. 1
: CREDITCARDNO. __ __~__ _ _-____~-___ _ EXP.DATE }
: SIGNATURE: :
I I
| |
1 I

| National

| between the generations

And like in any community, there
are many answers to the one ques-
tion: What is your identity?

“I see myself as Asian American
and as Japanese American,” said
JACL Youth
Representative Todd Sato. “We are
losing our identities as Asian
Americans and also as Japanese
Americans because ... the media
and other sources are lumping us
together saying that we're Asian
Americans, which is good, but I also
think that we should also have to
keep our own identity as Japanese
Americans.”

Others are more direct.

“I'm Japanese American. Stone
cold,” said Nakajo, who is also the
executive director of Kimochi, Inc.

But the presence of World War IT
veteran Nelson T. Akagi at the con-
ference built a poignant bridge
and
emphasized the fact that the issue of
identity stretches from the past to
the present.

“I’'m quite pleased to see so many
[participants] out here and they're
all youngsters,” said Akagi, stand-
ing in front of his personal collec-
tion of memorabilia including pho-
tos of his young self in his 442nd
uniform. “I wanted to display my
posters about the story of my expe-
rience during World War II to influ-
ence the young people here.” He
wants the younger generations to
keep history alive.

It is also a lesson that Beverly
Tadehara has instilled in her family

* through the generations. Tadehara

had nine grandchildren in atten-
dance at the conference. She said
her late husband, decorated WWII
veteran Yoshio George Tadehara,
took every opportunity to tell his
children and grandchildren about
their history and culture.

“Everyday before he died, he told
them about gaman and Go for
Broke,” she said.

“I can see in these youngsters that

| they are destined to be leaders,”

added Akagi, reiterating the confer-
ence’s unofficial sub-theme of

4l responsibility also brought up by

closing keynote speaker Gil
Asakawa and Vision Award
Recipient Minnesota State Sen.
Mee Moua.

Moua was not able to accept the
award in person, but Congressman
Mike Honda flew in to Salt Lake
City on his birthday to accept the
award on her behalf. Honda also
sent a powerful message to the
young participants calling for action
and community involvement.

He referred to Moua’s story,
which she told via video to
JACLers, about being elected the
state’s first Hmong American
leader. The tears poured out of her
eves and out of her heart. Some told
her crying was not a characteristic
of a leader, but her grandmother told
her to cry and then speak loudly
because the lump that rises in the
throat is the voice of the countless
who could not speak.

*I was surprised by the level of
participation,” said JACL National
President Ken Inouye. “It's energiz-
ing to see that there are people out
there who care aboul the core values
of civil liberties and about our cul-
ture. There are a lot of young people
who are concerned with where our
community is going and they would
like to be a part of charging the
course.”

The message has not gone
unheard. A

“This has brought the perspective
that I have great potential and can
achieve great things and have all
these mentors around me,” said
Benjamin Tateoka, an incoming
freshman this fall at Brigham Young
University. “It’s kind of an encour-
agement knowing that | can do this.
I’m not alone out there. I have a big

support group.” l
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NATIONAL NEWS

Jun Choi’s Primary Win Signals Emerging Diversity in Edison

By ROSA CIRIANNI
Associated Press

EDISON. N.J.—Dozens of
Asian-oriented businesses line parts
of Route 27 and Oak Tree Road in
Edison, signaling an emerging pop-
ulation in one of New Jersey's
largest municipalities.

Bridal stores, travel agencies,
medical offices and beauty salons,
with signposts translated into
Chinese, Gujarati or other Asian
languages, line the highway and dot
the sprawling township.

Come fall, this city of 100,000
may have a mayor who reflects its
growing Asian influence.

Jun Choi, a Korean American
with a high-powered pedigree,
stands to become this city's first
mayor with Asian roots. He upset
three-term  incumbent  George
Spadoro in the Democratic primary,
and is favored to win in November
against Republican Carl Perlin and
former Democratic councilman-
turned-independent William
Stephens.

Choi's primary victory was
chronicled by several Asian news-
papers, magazines and television
stations. He's emerged as a role
model for young Asians wanting to
get into politics and fields invita-
tions to speak at venues throughout

the region, including his alma mater,
Columbia University.

Chot, 34, grew up in Edison after
his family moved to the U.S. from
Seoul, South Korea. He has a bach-

elor’s degree from the
Massachuseits Institute of
Technology and a master’s in public

policy and administration from
Columbia.

He recognizes his win is cause for
celebration in -
the Asian —

off a “listening tour” with a munici-
pal workers picnic, house parties
and organized events so he can hear
complaints and ideas.

“To be a successful elected offi-
cial here in Edison, to be a good
elected official here in Edison, you
can’t win Wwith the support of one
group. You have to appeal to a wide
audience,” he said.

After his primary victory over

American
community.
But Choi says
it's more a
statement that
anyone who
works  hard
can make it,
regardless of
ethnic back-
ground.

He doesn’t want to be labeled as
an AA candidate, but as a candidate
who had widespread support from
Edison voters of all backgrounds.
The city’s population is about 30
percent Asian.

“The politics that | represent is
much more inclusive and open in all
respects,” he said.

He visited churches, temples,
synagogues and mosques during his
campaign. Choi now plans to kick

Spadoro, acting Gov. Richard J.
Codey and U.S. Sen. Jon S.
Corzine, the Democratic nominee
for governor, called to congratulate
him.

Choi’s  primary  campaign
received added attention after he
was picked on by the host of a pop-
ular afternoon radio show. Craig
Carton, co-host of NJ 101.5°s
“Jersey Guys™ show, used a stereo-

JACL Holds 2nd Annual Golf Tournament

The 2nd Annual JACL Golf Tournament was held June 20 at Rolling Hills Country Club in Rolling
Hills, Calif. Ninety-seven golfers gave it their best on the short, but challenging course. Perfect drives
were keys to success. Results from the three divisions were: Mens Flight: 1st - Teruo Watanabe, 2nd
- Benny Yamagata, 3rd - Brian Freeman; Women'’s Flight: 1st - Keiko Hyuga, 2nd - Chieko Merz;
Callaway: 1st - Bill Coleman, 2nd - Jim Gregg, 3rd - George Tanaka. (Left photo) Gerald Kato takes
aim at another fairway. (Center) Anheuser Busch's David Kim and JACL Executive Director John
Tateishi share a laugh. (Right) Kerry Kaneichi watches his putt sink into the hole on the practice

green.

B

at 3330 Civic Center Drive.

City Honors George Nakano
With Naming of New Theatre

Former longtime California State Assemblyman George
Nakano was honored with the naming of the “George Nakano
Theatre” June 21 in the city of Torrance, an area he represent-
ed not only as an assemblyman but as a member of the city
council. The mayor and city council recognized Nakano's many
contributions to the Torrance community. The theatre is located

PHOTO: BRIAN TANAKA

JAP LANE

(Continued from page 1)

going to put up a fight.

“We just want a peaceful situa-
tion.” she said. *“We see no problem
with what we got, but life moves
on.”
Many of the current residents say
the name of their road is not a slur
and that it was named to honor
Japanese immigrant Kichimatsu
Kishi who founded the Kishi
Colony in 1908,

“If it offends people. I'm for

changing it. ** said resident Bill Ogg, -

65, to the Enterprise. “It's no big
deal.”

Dubose said he led the effort to
rename the road because he believes
organizations like the JACL apd the
Anti-Defamation League will file a
lawsuit to force a name change in
the county.

Last year neighboring Jefferson
County renamed their “Jap Road”
after a long battle between several
civil rights groups and residents that
ultimately resulted in a lawsuit that
forced the name change. The issue
was covered by media across the
nation and in August 2004 the coun-
ty renamed the road Boondocks
Road after a former popular catfish
restaurant. B

typical Asian accent to pronounce
Choi's name and made comments
that offended some Asians.

Carton later apologized, both on
the air and in person. Choi called the
statements “un-American.” He does
acknowledge the flap drew a lot of
interest to his campaign, but not the
kind of attention he said he would
have liked. -

Choi will be favored to win in
November as Democrats outnum-

‘To be a successful elected official here
in Edison, to be a good elected-official
‘here in Edison, you can’t win with the
support of one group. You have to appeal
| to a wide audience.’

— Jun Choi

ber Republicans in Edison by a wide
margin. If elected, Choi said he will
quit his job as executive director for
a student achievemnent task force at
the state Department of Education.
If elected, Choi will be one of at
least 19 mayors with Asian roots in
the nation, said Daphne Kwok,
executive  director of - the
Washington, D.C.-based Asian

Pacific. American Institute for -

Congressional Studies. Other may-
ors ‘'with' Asian roots representing
large cities include Dean Chu of
Sunnyvale, Calif., and Mufi
Hannemann of Honolulu.

Choi also would become one of
the state’s top-tier leaders with an
Asian background,  joining
Assemblymen Kevin O'Toole, R-
Bergen, Essex and Passaic; Upendra
Chivukula, D-Middlesex and
Somerset; and West Windsor Mayor
Shing-Fu Hsueh, Kwok said.

Choi's political success could
persuade other Asians to run for
office, Chivukula said.

“He’s young and he's very
bright,” Chivukula said. “He’s well
aware of the Asian American issues
and how the Asian Americans have
been engaging in the ‘political
process ... They've been way
behind.”

Choi, the son of retired owners of
dry cleaner businesses, started out as
a management consultant for Ernst
& Young. He eventually made his
way into public service as a paid
staffer for former U.S. Sen. Bill
Bradley's presidential campaign.

*I"'m living the American dream. |
feel that my family has been very
fortunate in this country,” said Choi.
“I'm 34 years old. I'm the mayor of
Edison, or about to be the mayor of
Edison. That's really remarkable.” Il

Asian Pacific American and
Muslim community organizations
applauded the arrest of a down-
town Los Angeles resident for
allegedly sending dozens of threat-
ening letters and hypodermic
syringes with needles to members

.| of the Asian. Muslim. and Jewish

communilies.

Stanley C. Jaroszenski, a 64-
year-old Caucasian male, was
taken into custody June 13 by law
enforcement agents and charged in
a 117-count federal indictment
including 56 felony counts of mail-
ing threatening communications
and 61 misdemeanor counts of
mailing injurious articles.

“Someone has been terrorizing
innocent communities for years,”
said Stewart Kwoh, executive
director and president of the Asian
Pacific American Legal Center.
“We are pleased that authorities
believe they have made a break-
through in this case.”

Earlier in the year, Jaroszenski,
who often went by the name “Stan
Jay.” allegedly sent mail to numer-
ous Asian and Muslim residents,
businesses and organizations that
threatened to “Kill Chinese!” and
*Kill Iranian Terrorists!”

The hate mail also contained
pages of anti-Chinese, anti-
Korean, and anti-Muslim state-
ments and pictures.

After bringing public attention
to the threats, the Asian Pacific
American Legal Center, also a
recipient of the hate mail, fielded
‘calls from over fifteen hate mail
recipients, including storcowners,
private dental and medical offices,
non-profit organizations, and a uni-
versity campus in Alhambra. The
mail frightened recipients and
prompted the evacuation of a floor
at  Children’s Hospital Los

Angeles.

Civil Rights Groups Respond to
Arrest of Hate Mail Perpetrator

The Muslim Public Affairs
Council has conducted personal
interviews of more than a dozen
Iranian store owners, and collected
more than 50 pieces of hate mail
received by one store alone within
the span of three months.

One storeowner received a
threatening document with the pic-
ture of a neighboring Iranian trav-
el agent, and the words, “Iranian
(Persian) Lawyers bring Muslim
Terrorists to LAJ/US.A!" MPAC
immediately forwarded the infor-
mation to local law enforcement
and provided the FBI with the doc-
uments.

“In this case, law enforcement’s
altention to hate mail led directly
to the prosecution of the alleged
perpetrator,” said Sireen Sawaf,
hate crimes prevention department
coordinator of MPAC. “This
underscores the importance of
reporting all degrees of hate.”

After targeting the Asian and
Muslim communities in February,
Jaroszenski allegedly sent similar
mail to dozens of Jewish commu-
nity members, often accompanied
by a hypodermic syringe and nee-
dle and the statement, “A good
Jew is a dead Jew.”

Jaroszenski also allegedly sent
hate-filled letters to Rep. Linda T.
Sanchez and LAPD Chief William
J. Bratton, and several years ago
he was arrested for sending
schools letters with the word
“Anthrax” scrawled on them.

“This case illustrates how when
one group is targeted, we are all
targeted.” said Salam Al-Marayati,
executive director of the Muslim
Public Affairs Council. “We are
encouraged by the fact that so
many different groups in partner-
ship with law enforcement are
building a force of solidarity
against hate.”
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National Newsbytes

By P.C. Staff and Associated Press

Former Internees Inaugurate
Interpretive Trail at Heart Mountain
POWELL., Wyo.— U.S. Transportation Secretary Norman Mineta stood
out in a hailstorm last weekend to commemorate the Heart Mountain site
and inaugurate a new interpretive walking trail that he hopes will teach oth-
ei's about the injustices of the time, and about what people do to endure.
The walking trail, a 1,000-foot paved, handicapped-accessible loop, tells
that story. A series of eight kiosks tell about the history of the camp, the
social organization inside (Heart Mountain had its own schools and a
weekly newspaper, The Heart Mountain Sentinel) and the lives of the
internees.

U.S., Vietnam Agree to Resume Adoptions

ST. LOUIS—During his weeklong visit to the U.S. — the first by a
Vietnamese prime minister since the war’s end 30 years ago — Phan Van
Khai signed an agreement along with President Bush to resume adoptions
between the two nations.

The cooperative agreement is aimed at preventing Vietnamese children
from being trafficked and exploited. In the late 1990s, Vietnam began
requiring countries fo sign adoption agreements after police uncovered
criminal rings selling children for foreign adoption.

The new agreement calls for stricter guidelines and controls, and
requires that children come from orphanages, rather than an independent
broker in Vietnam working on an agency's behalf.

Research: Forced Assimilation
Spurs Cultural Trauma

HONOLULU—A Big Island researcher says the stress of being forcibly
assimilated into Western Culture has spurred smoking and unhealthy eat-
ing habits or “suicide by lifestyle” among some Native Hawaiians.

Bud Pomaika’i Cook, education director for Ka Maluhia Leamning
Center. said the tobacco habit and ignoring advice to eat healthier foods are
common manifestation of the difficulties of assimilation to a newly arrived
culture.

Research estimated that 20.8 percent of Native Hawaiians smoke. This
compared with 17.6 percent of Filipinos, 11.6 percent of Caucasians and
7.7 percent of Japanese surveyed. Wl

APAs

in the
News

By Pacific Citizen staff

Student Launches Campaign for City Council

Eugene Kang, 21, a university undergraduate, is running for Michigan’s
Ann Arbor City Council against former Republican, Stephen Rapundalo,

Kang, a Democrat, decided to run at the end of the winter term, but he
had considered running since last fall. It is a chance to give back to the
community he grew up in. he said.

Kang said one of his major concerns for the city is the five-year running
budget deficit that could be fixed by either cutting city services or imple-
menting an income (ax. :

Matsumoto Receives Honorary
Green Beret for Heroism

Master Sergeant Roy Matsumoto, U.S.
Army Ret., 91, was presented with a Green
Beret bearing the Special Forces Command
Flash and Regimental Crest, naming him an
Honorary Green Beret.

He was one of the 14 Nisei selected to
serve with 3,000 strong 5307th Composite
Unit or the Merrill’s Marauders in Burma.

Matsumoto was interned at Jerome where
he volunteered for the Army in 1942.

Masunaga Becomes First County Superior Court

Califomia Gov. Amold Schwarzenegger recently appointed Laura
Masunaga to Superior Court judge to Siskiyou County. She is the first
woman in the county to hold this position. Laura is the daughter of John
Masunaga, a Colorado JACL president in the 1950s and niece ol George
Masunaga, a Denver JACL chapter president in the 1940s: M

. members of the

Camp Scrapbook Acquired by U. of ldaho

The University of Idaho Library,
with financial assistance from the
Library Associates, has acquired a
unique photographic resource relat-
ed to Idaho’s World War Il history.
It is a hand-made scrapbook of 148
original photographs (and two
drawings) of activities and build-
ings related to the Kooskia
Internment Camp on the Lochsa
River.

In 1943 the - federal prison at
Leavenworth, Kansas, closed its
remote work camps, one of which
was a road-building site in a former
CCC camp on the Lochsa River in
[daho. The inmates were extending
the Lewis and Clark Highway (now
US 12) up the river toward
Montana.

Completion of the road was
declared a wartime necessity and so
it continued under the authority of

the INS using paid Japanese alien
volunteers from the larger intern-
ment camps. Although called the
Kooskia Internment Camp, it was
actually some seven miles upstream
from Lowell, Idaho.

The photographs in the strap-
book, taken about 1944, are the
work of either one of the Japanese
inmates or one of the federal
guards.

The signed sketches are by one of
the inmates. The son ol a deceased
guard discovered the scrapbook
among family memorabilia and
offered it to the University of Idaho.

The photographs are an extensive
record of life in the camp, with mul-
tiple views of the mess hall, the
canteen, and the recreation facili-
ties, as well as scenes of the heavy
equipment and the construction
work on the highway where the

Japanese worked-closely with the
Bureau of Public Roads personnel.

The scrapbook pages and the
photographs have been scanned and
added to the Historical Photographs

‘Collection database, now:approach-

ing 100,000 entries.

The scrapbook and the database
are available for viewing in Special
Collections at the University of
Idaho Llhrary dunng n.gular houn

ed

cial-¢ gllu.lmn fur more mlorma-
tion. W

Maryland Nat’l Guard, Commission Honor APA Veterans

The Maryland National Guard. in
conjunction with the Maryland
Commission on Asian Pacific
American Affairs, held an event at
Warfield Air National Guard Base
recently to honor APA veterans and
service personnel.

A highlight of the event was the
presentation of a gubernatorial
proclamation acknowledging the
contributions of Asian Americans
and expressing the appreciation of
the citizens of Maryland.

Acting on behalf of Gov. Robert
L. Ehrlich, Dr. Warren Minami,
Maria Hrabinski, and Joan Lok,
Maryland
Commission on APA Affairs, pre-
sented the proclamation to Brig.

White House Initiative
on AAPIs to End
Health Care Disparities

The White House Initiative on
Asian Americans and Pacific
Islanders has been incorporated as a
member of the American Medical
Association’s Commission to End
Health Care Disparities. Dr. Akshay
Desai of St. Petersburg, Florida,
will be the Initiative’s representa-
tive to the AMA Commission.

The AMA’s Commission to End
Health Care Disparities was estab-
lished in response to the Institute of
Medicine's report. “Unequal
Treatment,” which acknowledged
health disparities as resulting from
multiple factors, including race and
ethnicity.

The President’s ©~ Advisory
Commission on AAPIs began
addressing the issue of eliminating
health disparitics within the AAPI
community as part of the recom-
mendations made by its report,
“Asian Americans and Pacific
Islanders  Addressing Health
Disparities — Opportunities for
Building a Healthier America,” pre-
sented to President George W. Bush
in 2003.

The report found, among other
things, that some subpopulations of
AAPIs are disproportionately at

' risk from cancer and cardiovascular

discasc. l

49ers: Mea Culpa

San Francisco- 49ers officials
recently promised Chinese-
American leaders they would
overhaul the team’s diversity poli-
cies to address anger over offen-
sive training videos, including one
that featured racial slurs about the
Chinese community.

At a packed meeting in a
Chinatown community hall June
14, 49ers owner John York apolo-
gized on behalf of the team and

vowed to strengthen the franchise’s
ties to the Asian American commu-
nity. g

York told the audience he is
working with city officials to devel-
op new diversity awareness pro-
grams before players start training
camp this month.

As former 49rs lineman Jesse
Sapolu shook hands with young
fans, leading AA city officials
praised the team’s efforts to work

with -San Francisco's Human
Rights Commission to improve its
anti-harassment training.

“You get an A-plus for confes-
sion,” the Rev. Norman Wong of
the Presbyterian Church in
Chinatown told York,

“But the second step is harder:
repentance.” ll

Associated Press contributed
to this article.

Gen. Charles A. Morgan III,
Maryland assistant adjutant general
for air, and Robert Finn, Maryland
assistant secretary of veterans affairs
for outreach and advocacy.

In addition, two Japanese
American veterans spoke of their
experiences. Joseph Ichiuji, a veter-
an of the 442 Regimental Combat
Team during WWII, gave a stirring
recount of his experiences, Retired
Col. Henry Wakabayashi focused

on the fact that today the AA com-
munity has achieved a large step
toward equality.

Minami and Ichiuji are board
members of the National Japanese
American Memorial Foundation
that built the National Memorial to
Japanese American Patriotism
During World War I in Washington,
D.C. This National Memorial is
now under the jurisdiction of the
National Park Service. Bl

Health Plans
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PHOTO: JOYCE NABETA TEAGUE

Members of the Japanese American Veterans Memorial Committee stand behind the memorial following
the dedication. Left to right: Roy Muraoka, George Furuya, Jr., Ben Segawa, Jeanne Elyea, Naomi
Himaka, Rev. Jim Yanagihara, Nancy Cowser, James Yamate, Min Sakamoto, JAHSSD President Michio

Himaka, and Bob Batchelder.,

SFV Chapter Announces Scholarship Winners

Photo courtesy of Sumiko K. Yamaguchi
The San Fernando Valley JACL and the Japanese American Community
Center jointly presented scholarships to six outstanding seniors from San
Fernando Valley high schools. The recipients are (back row, Fr): Jun Kelly
of Reseda High School; Ryan Sadakane from Cleveland Humanities
High School (front row, I-f) Eden Yamaguchi of Chaminade Preparatory;
Kendall Koza from Brentwood High School and Traci Kuratomi from
Cresenta Valley High School. Not pictured: Lara Takasugi from North
Hollywood High School Highly Gifted Magnet.

Historic Memorial for JA Vets Dedicated in San Diego

By JOYCE NABETA TEAGUE
Special to the Pacific Citizen

As Japanese American World
War II vets and their families and
friends looked on, an historic
Japanese American Veterans
Memorial was dedicated in honor
of all JA veterans at San Diego’s
Mount Hope Cemetery recently

The memorial, etched with the
insignias of all branches of mili-
tary service, is believed to be the
only memorial.in the United States
dedicated to all American veterans
of Japanese descent who served
their country in both war and
peacetime.

The stately rectangle of black

granite faces north and a simple
engraved inscription  states:
“Dedicated to all Americans of
Japanese ancestry who defended
their country for the right to be
called Americans.™

“This monument will be a last-
ing testament to our Japanese
American Veterans of San Diego,”
said George Furuya, Jr., co-chair
of the event who first came up with
the idea for the memorial.

“Sadly, many of our veterans are
not with us today, but their memo-
ries and spirit have inspired our
community to create this beautiful
memorial, and with this memorial
we shall not forget them.” he said.

The two-year planning of a

committee of 12 men and women,
and the generous donations of over
300 individuals and organizations,
made the historic dedication possi-
ble.

The event was hnsled by the
Japanese American Historical
Society of San Diego (JAHSSD)
which spearheaded the memorial
project. The dedication was held in
conjunction with the annual inter-
faith service conducted jointly by
the Buddhist Temple of San
Diego. the Pioneer Ocean View
United Church of Christ, and the
San Diego Japanese Christian
Church. All three churches were
founded by Japanese immigrants
during the 1920s and 30s.

2005 High School Graduates
Honored by Twin Cities JACL

The Twin Cities JACLs 42nd nnual Scholarship Awards Program
was held recently at the St. Anthony Event Centre in Minneapolis,
MN. Scholarship awards exceeded $8,000. Recipients are (/-n):

"Jessica Wakasugi, Nick Reiter, Dan Maruyama, Selena Moon,

Jaime Tsurusaki, Matthew Farrells, Amy Kirihara, Tom Kirihara, and
Grant Tsuchiya. Not pictured: Jamie Judkins, Benjamin Kimitch,
Matthew Girard, Anthony Morimoto, Keiko Osada, Christopher
Rank, Nick Reiter, Ryan Yoshida, and Eric Yasukawa. l

Start Saving Now!
Members have full access to a complete line
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rates. Let us help you save money and build
equity through homeownership.
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WORKSHOPS — What’s Your Identity?

i

&

TransLATION: Marc Stiliman, 20, from Salt Lake City, ... Caroline Kawaguchi, 24, of Boise Valley masters

...and a young JACLer proudly takes a picture of her
watches as his name is translated into kanji ... the beat of the taiko drum ...

work with her camera phone.

B

JACL National President Ken
lnoTyﬂ at the Vision Award Pinner -
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GOLF

Kim Takes U.S. Women's Open With Miracle Shot

By EDDIE PELLS
Associated Press

CHERRY HILLS VILLAGE,
Colo.—She changed her name (o
Birdie so everyone would know who
she was, and even that wasn't enough
at a U.S. Women's Open where his-
torical moments belonged to every-
one else.

It started with Annika Sorenstam
and her quest for the Grand Slam.

Then came 17-year-old Morgan
Pressel playing the lead role in a
parade of teenage contenders, poised
to become the youngest major cham-
pion in golf history,

Ultimately, the most compelling
moment of a riveting week at Cherry
Hills belonged to Birdie Kim.

With a spectacular shot that
allowed her to live up to her nick-
name, the 23-year-old from South
Korea holed a 30-yard bunker shot
for the only birdie on the 18th hole
June 26 to win the U.S. Women's
Open.

"l never think about to win," she

said. "I was never a good
bunker player. Finally, I
make it."

In two years on the LPGA
Tour, Kim had made only 10
cuts in 34 starts and only
once had finished in the top
10. Her career earnings were
a meager $79.832.

One shot that ranks
among the most dramatic
finishes in a major changed
everything. Kim, who closed
with a 1-over 72, finished at
287 and eamed $560,000,
the biggest payoff in
women's golf.

It was reminiscent of Bob
Tway sinking a bunker shot
on the 72nd hole to win the
1986 PGA Championship.

"I heard about the name,"
Kim said. "He's an old guy,

right?"

Michelle Wie, the 15-

the last major,

“ South Korean Birdie Kim kisses the champi-
year-old from Hawaii com- onship trophy after winning the U.S. Women's
ing off a runner-up finish in Open in Cherry Hills Village, Colo. on June 26.

double (AP Photo/Jack Dempsey)

bogeyed the first hole on her
way to an 82.

Wie hit into the bunker on
the final hole, and her shot
gave Kim a good idea what to
expect. She needed all the
help she could get, coming
into the tournament ranked
141st in sand saves on the
LPGA Tour.

"l saw her landing and her
roll, so the green is not that
fast, not that hard," Kim said.
"l have confidence to make
close to the pin. Maybe get
close, maybe really close. It
goes in!"

The U.S. Women's Open
champion went by her given
name, Ju-Yun Kim, as a rook-
ie last year, but decided to use
"Birdie" this season to stand
out from the other five play-
ers with Kim as a sumame on
the LPGA Tour.

It was a major bummer for
Wie, who was coming off a
runner-up finish in the LPGA

Championship and was tied for the
lead going into the final round. The
gallery lined both sides of the first
fairway, eager to see if the 15-year-
old could make headlines around
the world.

What they saw was someone who
played every bit her age.

She took double bogey on the
opening hole, hitting into the rough
and laying up in more rough. She
missed putts inside 3 feet on consec-
utive holes. And trying to hammer a
shot out of the thick grass, the ball
dribbled only 25 feet. Wie went out
in 42 and was never a factor the rest
of the day.

"I have to give my ball a GPS
because it was lost." she said.

The victory gives Kim a five-year
exemption on the LPGA Tour-and
three of the majors; she gets to
return to the U.S. Women's Open for
the next 10 years.

Kim let out a "Whoop!" when
told of her prize money, but all she
cared about was a big silver trophy
she never thought she could win. Il

MEMORIAL

(Continued from page 1)

soldiers to the Eagledale Ferry Dock
and sent to internment camps. The
eight-acre memorial, which would
include interpretive trails and a story
wall, would allow visitors to literally
walk in the footsteps of history, said
Moriwaki.

The memorial’s purpose of both
looking into the past and the future is
encapsulated in its name: “Nidoro
Nai Yoni — Let it Not Happen
Again.”

“'The Issei and Nisei] took in all
the pain and suffering and laid the
foundation for my generation, the
Sansei, to speak out and be critical.”
said Moriwaki. “T owe it to them, we
owe it to them for the life we enjoy.”

The idea to memorialize the event
started seven years ago just as a
plaque or a marker, but they started
to dream big. To date, the memorial
committee has raised nearly $1.5
million to fund the $3.5 million proj-
ect. The land has been purchased and
committee members are hopeful

they can start building the road and
leveling the land this summer.

They are also hoping for financial
and staffing support from the U.S.
National Park Service (NPS), which
preserves and cares for national
parks and historical sites including
the JA internment camps. The NPS
is conducting a study of the
Eagledale Ferry Dock memorial as
mandated by the Bainbridge Island
Japanese American Memorial Study
Act (Public Law 107-363) that
Congress unanimously passed in
2002.

Having the Government Help Tell
the Story

The NPS study, which is slated to
be completed this fall, is the first step
in determining the level of federal
involvement in the Bainbridge JA
memorial.

A recently released draft study
outlines three possible levels of fed-
eral involvement:

Alternative A - Recommends no
federal involvement

Alternative B — Recommends the
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memorial be designated as an affili-
ated area of the NPS

Alternative C - NPS would pro-
vide as much as $400,000 in devel-
opment and $200,000 per year in
staff. The Bainbridge Island memo-
rial site would also become a satel-
lite site of the Minidoka Internment
National Monument in southwest
Idaho.

To get the NPS’ full support
would require an approval from the
U.S. Department of the Interior and
Congress. A daunting feat, which
Moriwaki said should happen.

“Since the government created the
story, it would be appropriate for
them to help tell the story,” he said.

The Bainbridge Island City
Council even passed a resolution in
support of making the island memo-
rial a satellite of the Minidoka
Internment National Museum.

But dissension has already sur-
faced.

War of Words

In the public comment phase of
the draft report, individuals were
allowed to tell the NPS which alter-
native they preferred. With that
phase recently closed, Dr. Stephanie
Toothman, NPS chief of Cultural
Resources Pacific West Region, said
most were in favor of Alternative C.

But there are also those who do
not want the NPS to get involved in

the memorial. Toothman said the
reasons run the gamut from objec-
tion to the spending of additional
federal funds to influence from
author Michelle Malkin’s book on
the internment. The comments will
be packaged in the report which will
also be available to the public.

But many say those opposed to
federal funding for the JA memoridl
are in the extreme minority. The
results are: a war of words with both
sides accusing the other of revision-

" ist history.

Bainbridge Island Japanese
American Community (BIJAC)
President Dr. Frank Kitamoto said
the opponents are the same people
who protested a local school's JA
internment curriculum as being one-
sided.

“It’s a couple of people who think
anything about the internment is crit-
icism of the government,” he said.
“*We're talking about civil liberties
and they're saying that we’re mak-
ing the government look bad.”

Capt. James Olsen, retired senior
officer of the U.S. Military and
Bainbridge Island resident since the
1970s, has been pushing the NPS to
adopt the “no involvement™ option,

“Any organization which desires
to build a private memorial on pri-
vate land with private funds can
have a memorial as opinionated and
agenda-driven as they desire,” said
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Olsen. “Conceivably a private
memorial could argue an entirely
different set of circumstances about
World War II, Executive Order
9066, and the fallout. However this
would only be true for a private
memorial.”

WWII Veteran Jack Klamm said
he is not opposed to a JA war memo-
rial, but he questions the historical
accuracy.

“A number of us are very much
opposed to the context in which [the
memorial] is being presented to the
public, particularly the manner in
which a greatly distorted version of
World War II history concerning this
event is being taught to our children
and grandchildren in the public
schools, reiterated by the Bainbridge
Island City Council and planned for
incorporation in the [JA] war memo-
rial,” he said.

“I don’t think we'll ever see eye-
to-eye,” said Kitamoto. “We're talk-
ing about racism and being sent to
internment camps and they are talk-
ing about the necessity [to do so]
because of war.”

JACL Executive Director John
Tateishi said the memorial isn’t just
about the contributions of JAs, but
also about the significance to the
nation.

“There’s a real lesson to learn
about the events on Bainbridge in
the spring of 1942, one that can only
be remembered if we have enough
courage and foresight as a nation to
continue to remind ourselves of past
errors,” he said.

In the meantime, the memorial
will continue to be built in phases.
Toothman emphasized that it is com-
pletely community-based. With or
without NPS, the memorial will be
built by the committee and the com-
munity, she said.

Even before the cement founda-
tion is laid, the memorial’s impact
has already been felt.

“This memorial will not only
address the courage and loyalty of
Japanese Americans but will honor
those non-Nikkei who supported and
befriended us. They asked only this
of us — not to lose faith in
America,” said Watsonville-Santa
Cruz JACLer Mas Hashimoto, who
points out that one of their chapter’s
scholarships is named after Kee
Kitayama, a Bainbridge Island evac-
uee.

“All who love America and who
believe in America’s greatness will
want this memorial built and pre-
served,” he said.
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COMMENTARY
Shikata Ga Nai?

By BARBARA TAKEI

Based on the lies of a “confiden-
tial informant,” in January 1942,
the FBI invaded the home of my
husband’s grandfather, a prosper-
ous business-
man in
Seattle’s
International
District. The
FBI ransacked
the house and
took his
address books,
Japanese language books and mag-
azines, and even raffle tickets. He
was arrested and held with no
charges, without being sentenced,
and without the representation of a
lawyer.

He was incarcerated in a
Department of Justice prison in
Bismarck, North Dakota as a dan-
gerous alien enemy despite his
innocence and the lack of any evi-
dence. He was eventually paroled,
financially drained, stripped of his
dignity, his health destroyed, and
his good name ruined. He died of a
massive heart attack before the war
ended.

Earlier this month in the small
farming community of Lodi.
California a disturbingly familiar
scenario was unfolding. Ice cream
truck driver Umer Hayat and his
son Hamid were arrested as alleged
“terrorists” who planned to attack
shopping centers and hospitals. The
allegations appeared in an FBI
agent’s affidavit that was widely
distributed and the source of hun-
dreds of newspaper and television
news stories that fanned fears of
terrorist  bombings in  the
Sacramento valley.

Once the media was saturated
with the threat of terrorist attacks,
the FBI affidavit was withdrawn
and described as a “mistake.” A dif-
ferent affidavit was filed in court,
reported the New York Times on
June 11, one that deleted any men-
tion of terrorist attacks on shopping
centers and hospitals.

Within days of the arrests, amidst
growing clamor of terrorism in
Lodi, half a dozen members of the
Florin chapter of the JACL organ-
ized under the leadership of Florin
chapter civil rights chair, Andy
Noguchi, attended an emergency
forum at a Stockton mosque. The
mosque was filled with fathers and
sons and wives and children — all
of whom feared for their safety and

protection, not from the supposed
Islamic “terrorists” among them,
but from Federal law énforcement
officials.

The scene at the mosque was a
vivid and haunting reminder of the
mistreatment of our Japanese
immigrant forebears during World
War 11, something many of us
thought could not happen again
after the success of the Japanese
American redress movement and
the Presidential apology in 1988.
How wrong we were.

The Muslim community in

The Re-education of a J-School Dropout

Public speaking, although not
exactly my strongest point, isn’t that
big of a deal for me.

Still, I would rather be bound and
gagged than speak Japanese in any
public setting.

I was reminded of this particular
neurosis my first day of Japanese
language class at UCLA. In a small
class that contained about 15 peo-
ple, we all had to briefly introduce

| ourselves in Japanese and much to

Stockton and Lodi reported the |

threatening and intimidating pres-
ence of the FBI, feeling themselves
the target of aggressive FBI surveil-
lance and interviews.

“Planes and helicopters are fly-
ing over and around our neighbor-
hoods. The government agents
question innocent people at work
and at their homes; they follow
innocent people around the block as
though they are guilty of some-
thing,” said Hamza El-Nakhal,
describing the constant surveil-
lance. Nakhal is president of the
Sacramento Valley chapter of the
Council on American-Islamic
Relations, a nationwide Islamic
civil rights and advocacy group that
has monitored the FBI's activities
in the Pakistani community in Lodi.

“They force people to take lie
detector tests by threatening to put
them in jail if they do not take the
test. At one home agents wanted to

search, they kicked the door open |

and pointed weapons at the heads
of women.”

“Instead of feeling that these law
enforcement agents are here to pro-
tect us, it seems more like the com-
munity is under siege, invaded by
over 100 FBI agents,” said El-
Nakhal.

“We are not supporting terror-
ism. America is our country. If any-
one harbored terrorists. we would
be the first to report it. We are inno-
cent but we feel that we are being
treated as criminals in the same
way that

Japanese Americans were treated
as the enemy after Pearl Harbor
was bombed.” said El-Nakhal.
“People in our community are filled
with fear and worry that the same
things that happened during World
War II will bappen once again.”

As our group from Florin JACL
drove home from Lodi, we pon-
dered the events taking place and
wondered what to believe.

I couldn’t stop thinking about the
way my husband’s grandfather was
treated as a dangerous criminal
even though he was innocent. [ also

my horror, my instructor chose me
1o go first.

My cheeks were burning red as |
meekly talked about my hobbies
and my extracurricular activities.
All my repressed memories of
Japanese language school resur-
faced with vicious dexterity. Eike a
bad flashback sequence, I could
hear the cruel taunts of J-school ele-
mentary school kids ringing in my
ears, making fun of me for my hor-
ribly Americanized accent.

My repulsion from using
Japanese is a deeply rooted insecuri-
ty that stems from the fact that nine
militaristic years of Japanese lan-
guage school on Saturdays has,
well, done me no good. There has
always been a gaping dichotomy
between my English-speaking per-
sona and its much dimmer
Japanese-speaking counterpart, who
is probably holed up in an' atic
somewhere trembling at  the
prospect of picking up the phone
and having (o hear a Japanese per-
son on the other end.

It must have been confounding
for my parents, who had to deal with
this paradox for many years. [ know
['m not the only JA youth who lived
this double life. On weekdays, I was
the eager model minority who took
home straight A's and wrole won-
derfully written ‘essays that my

remembered that very few people
stood up to speak out and challenge
the way JAs were being stripped of
their rights and their freedom during
WWIL

What lessons have we learned
from our own terrible experiences,
treated as the enemy because we
looked like them? Do we truly
believe the guiding principle of jus-
tice in America, “innocent until
proven guilty?”

We can remain silent and console
ourselves with “shikata ga nai.”
Personally, I am grateful that the
Florin chapter, in which I am proud
to claim membership, has risen to
the occasion and extended support
to a community that is sorely in
need of friends. M

THERE GOES A KOREAN
BABY GIRL .

MEMOIRS OF
A NON-GE

SHLA

Yumi Sakugawa

teachers fawned over. On
Saturdays, I became the class idiot
who was called up to parent-teacher
conferences because I didn’t do any
of my homework and failed all my
kanji tests.

Not surprisingly, over the years |
associated using the Japanese lan-
guage with a glaring inferiority
complex that, truth be told, is most-
ly my own fault for being so lazy.

It’s okay for me to speak Japanese
at home, where my immigrant par-
ents have no choice but to accept me
and love me even though they had
to endure nearly two decades of my
convoluted Japlish, where every
other Japanese word beyond a sixth-
grade reading level is replaced with
its English equivalent.

Everywhere else, however, | am
irrationally paranoid that if I utter a
single word of Japanese. my ele-
mentary grammar and
Americanized pronunciations
would be so grotesquely obvious

_that people would immediately

ostracize me for the Japanese-

speaking poseur that I really am.
Not surprisingly, in any Japanese-
speaking environment. I come off as
a very shy and withdrawn person.

But [ want to change all of that. |
want to be the smooth cosmopolite
who, if by unexpected circum-
stances found herself stranded in the
middle of Tokyo, could effortlessly
glide through all the obscure idioms
and formalistic language rules that
characterizes a culture built on hier-
archies of respect and authority.

[ want to be able to converse
freely with all my relatives back in
Japan, most of who do not speak a
single word of English.

Most of all, I want to be able to
effectively argue with my parents
because good grief, it’s hard to
argue and defend yourself *over
adult matters such as 3pan.ménts
and choice of major if you're stuck
with a language capacity that hasn’t
really improved much since sixth
grade. If there is any time for me 1o
become really fluent in Japanese,
the time is NOW!

So I've been taking little baby
steps to nurture my Japanese-speak-
ing side. I decided to minor in
Japanese, so I'll be forced to write
reports and make presentations in
Japanese on a regular basis. When [
walch Japanese movies. I try to
avoid looking at the English subti-
tles a8 much as possible. Herein
begins my redemption as a J-school
failure.

At the very least, it gives me a
good excuse to buy more manga
every time I go to Little Tokyo. Bl

Blue Cross of California

Since 1947 the JACL HEALTH
TRUST has offered Health Care
coverage to JACL members

To protect you and your family from even common
accidents and illnesses the JACL HEALTH TRUST
provides Blue Cross of California health care coverage.
Blue Cross of California has been providing health
coverage to Californians for over 65 years. Blue Cross is
committed to keeping you connected to
quality health care services.

To learn more about the Blue Cross
plan and how to become a

member, please call the JACL
Health Trust at 1-877-848-4875.
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JAKEshlmabukuro

Can you think of the ukulele without smiling?
Unlikely. With his infectious energy, Jake
thinks ‘music is the best medicine’

By LYNDA LIN

industry where having two octaves is considered a phe-

nomenon, but Jake Shimabukuro inhabits every inch of
that title with just a few plucks of his instrument of choice —
the ukulele.

Forget what you know about the little three-strand instru-
ment traditionally played in the same strolling pace as the set-
ting sun — Jake can make it yowl with his lightning fast hands.
No, he has never actually timed the speed of his hands, but in
DVD footage of a recent performance, his strumming becomes
a blurry mirage against the ukulele tucked against his stomach.

On his left hand, he sports a fashionable studded leather cuff.

“It’s a strange thing, but it looks like it’s my right hand that
works hardest, but it’s actually my left hand that’s so tight. The
right is very relaxed, no tension,” said the 28-year-old
Hawaiian native.

“Alot of times, I go get a massage and the massage therapist
says, “Your right side is so loose, but your left side is rock
hard!™

Jake's hands have landed his new album “Dragon™ (forth-
coming in the U.S. this August) in the number-one spot in
Japan’s otherwise pop culture obsessed society, and also in
Margaritaville alongside Jimmy Buffett. Together, they have
created tropical paradise islets in cold East Coast states playing
alongside each other.

Talking exclusively to the Pacific Citizen from Boston where he's current-
ly touring with Buffett, Jake reports a little cloud coverage, but it’s nothing his
ukulele (pronounced “oo-koo-LEH-leh™) and a little aloha spirit can't clear
P A

Pacific Citizen: Does your musical style jive well with Jimmy Buffett’s?

Jake Shimabukuro: Jimmy is an all around great guy. His energy and vibe
are so relaxing and comfortable. I still can’t say that I'm comfortable stand-
ing in front of so many people! In Pittsburgh. there were 50,000 and I was like
‘What? That’s a lot of people! Are you insane?’ (Laughs) Jimmy Buffett fans
are so loving though and they embrace all the musicians.

PC: Were you a Buffett fan before you toured with him?

JS: Yes! My parents were so excited when they heard 1 was going to tour
with the Jimmy Buffett band. My parents have always been very supportive
of me as long as I'm happy.

PC: Your mother was the first one to give you ukulele lessons. Did she
teach you everything you know?

PaciFic CITIZEN

National business and Professional Direcfory

Your business card In each isste for 22 issues is $15 per line, three-line minimum. Larger type (12 pt.) counts
as two lines. Logo same as line rate as required. P.C. has mada no determination that the businesses listed
In this directory are ficensad by proper government authority,

Thr: word “virtuoso” gets thrown around a lot in the music
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Personal Injury The Asian Vegetable Seed Source for

Home Gardeners, Retailers, and
Commercial Growers
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Cambridge Dental Care
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Orange, CA 92867 » (714) 538-2811
www.cambridgedentaleare.com

LAW OFFICES OF
SEI SHIMOGUCHI
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Estate Planning, Personal Injury
So. Cal. (310) 862-4024
No. Cal. (415) 462-0428
shimoguchi@sbcglobal.net
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Everything Asian
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JS: 1 definitely credit her with getting me started with
the ukulele. But while I was growing up, I had a lot of
instructors, so I learned in the traditional way. In high
school, I listened to a lot of different music — Jimi
Hendrix, Van Halen — so that opened up my eyes and
ears to different kinds of sounds and I would try to mimic
all the different instruments and sounds with my own
ukulele. 1 guess you can say that Ied to my own contem-

porary style.

PC: Did you always want to becm'ne a musician?

JS: No! I never thought I would be a professional
musician. I just thought it was a hobby ... 1 was always
really low key playing at family parties. I never thought |
would be standing in front of 50,000 people!

PC: How did you feel when you heard your new
album was No. 1 in Japan?

JS: I was so blown away. It’s such a big thing because
[‘Dragon’] is self-produced ... I've always worked with
producers in the past and it was such a different experi-
ence this time because | was involved in each step. So
when | got the news, 1 felt so proud, not for me but for the
album like a parent would feel for his child (laughs).

PC: ‘Dragon’ soundsalotdiﬂ’erentﬁumyourpm—
vious work.

JS: Going from my first to my third album, each one
got a little better: Listening to my own music ... it's so
weird! It’s like looking at myself in the mirror (laughs)
the only thing I hear are the flaws that | wish I had more
time to change or I wish I could have played it better. But
with [*Dragon’] it’s like looking through a photo album.
Everything | hear triggers a fun memory ... I appreciate
the album and the teamwork of everyone involved.

PC: And you play the electric guitar!

JS: It was very, very different. It was fun but I kind of
wish I brought in a real guitar player (laughs). I just like
the [ukulele’s] nylon string and acoustic element. The
electric guitar if it’s in the right hands, can produce beau-
tiful music, but in mine it just makes noise!

PC: When you say ‘ukulele’ a lot of people think
about Don Ho and the slow ballads. Do you come up
against those stereotypes?

JS: All the time and [ think it's great. 1 like that because
when I'm performing, especially in the Mainland, I get
really surprised looks. People expect to hear traditional

Hawaiian music. | think it’s positive sense that I've
had people come up to me after shows and say that they
didn’t know that a ukulele could sound like that! It feels
good that I help people look at the ukulele differently.

PC: Do your Japanese fans treat you differently
than your American fans?

JS: [The Japanese fans] are so supportive. I guess it’s
because 1 don’t live there. I only tour there twice a year
... and I guess it’s because they don’t see me all the time
that they come show their support. When [ play Hawaii,
they see me all the time, so they are more like, *Oh.
There's Jake."

PC: One day, will Jimmy Buffett be playing Jake
Shimabukuro’s songs?

JS: Nah! (laughs) One of the greatest things for me
about being part of Jimmy Buffett’s tour is that it reminds
me how many great songs he'’s made. It tickles me each
time to hear all the great songs I grew up listening to, and
thinking ‘Oh yeah I remember this one!” I love ‘Come
Monday." Whenever he plays it, I have to stop-and listen.

PC: What do you hope your fans will take away
from your music?

J8: My main thing is that music should be fun. When
I perform I'm having a blast and T always want people to
walk away smiling and feeling good. If they had a bad
week, I want them to forget about their bad week. I think
music is the best medicine. M

SECRET ASIAN MAN By Tak

secretagisnman@wesklydig com « whww Blackl sva netiaam « ©2005 Tk Toyoshima

THE MEXICAN REPATRIATION PROGRAM

BETWEEN 1929 AND 1935, THE GREAT DEPRESSION
CRIPPLED THE U.S. ECONOMY SO OUR GOVERNMENT
PIP WHAT IT COULD TO ALLEVIATE THE SITUATION,
IT GAVE 2 MILLION MEXICANS AND MEXICAN
AMERICANS A ONE-WAY TRIP TO MEXICO IN A
NATIONAL PROGRAM CALLED THE MEXICAN
REPATRIATION PROGRAM. NEVER MIND THE FACT
THAT 1.2 MILLION OF THOSE PEOPLE WERE US.
BORN CITIZENS AND THAT THE WORP "REPATRIA-
TION" MEANS TO SEND SOMEONE BACK TO THEIR
COUNTRY OF ORIGIN, NOT TO A FOREIGN COUNTRY.

1 . S s 8 i

WELL, 70 YEARS LATER, TWO SENATE BILLS IN CALI-
FORNIA HAVE FINALLY BEEN PASSED TO RECOGNIZE
THIS PARK LITTLE FALIX PAS. SB G70 WILL REQUIRE
THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA TO FORMALLY APGLO-
GIZE FOR THE COERCED EMIGRATION OF THE
400,000 PEPORTEES FROM THAT STATE ALONE,
AND S8 45 WILL SEEK TO SET UP REPARATION
FUNDS FOR FAMILIES AFFECTED BY THE MEXICAN
REPATRIATION PROGRAM.

SOONER OR LATER WERE GOINNA NEED ONE OF

THOSE STORAGE PODS FOR ALL THE SKELETONS
THAT KEEP POPPING OUT OF OUR CLOSET.

+

o
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VANCOUVER, British Columbia

Thurs.-Sat., July 7-9—XIIIl COPANI,
“Heritage and Health in the 21Ist
Century, 2005 PANA Convention;
Hyatt Regency Hotel, 655 Burrard;
Info: www.naje.ca.

East Coast

FAIRFAX STATION, Virginia

Sat., July 9—24th Annual Ekoji
Buddhist Temple Obon Festival; 5:30-9
p.m.; 6500 Lake Haven Ln.; music,
bon-odori dancing, games, crafts, silent
auction and food; special obon service at
the temple on Sun. at 11 am.; Info:
www.ekoji.org,

Midwest

CHICAGO

Thurs.-Sun., July 21-24—Bi-District
Conference of the MDC and EDC
JACL; Radisson Hotel, 160 East Huron;
room rate: $129/night for single, $139
for two doubles and $154 for corner
suite; room deadline is June 21; a wel-
come reception is scheduled for
Thursday and a dinner on Saturday.
Further details to follow.
CINCINNATI

Sun., Aug. 14—Cincinnati JACL
Annual Potluck Dinner; 4 p.m.; Hyde
Park Bethlehem Church, 3799 Hyde
Park Ave.

CLEVELAND

Sat., July 16—Obon Festival; 6 p.m.;
Cleveland Buddhist Temple. corner of
Euclid Ave. and East 214th St.; food sale
at 5 pm.; taiko performance by JACL
Icho Daiko: free parking. Info: 216/692-
1509,

Sun., July 24—JACLI/CIAF
Scholarship Luncheon; 12:30 p.m.;
Shinano Restaurant, 5222 Wilson Mills
Rd; $18/person, $15/student; R.S.V.P.

by July 20. Reservations: Keith
Asamoto, 216/921-2976,
kasamoto_jacl@yahoo. com or Karen
Sodini, 440/238-3416,

wsodini @aol.com.

Sun., Aug. 14—2005 Community
Picnic; 10-6 p.m.; Brushwood Shelter,
Fumace Run, Summit County Metro
Park; Cost: donation on site o CJAF
Scholarship and Community Service
Activities or send to: John Ochi, 868
Lander Rd., Highland Heights, OH
44143; performance by JACL Icho
Daiko Taiko Drumming Group, games,
relays, priZes for children of all ages,
hiking, volleyball and fishing; spon-
sored by the Cleveland Japanese
American Foundation.

ST. LOUIS

Sat.-Mon., Sept. 3-5—2005 Japanese

As part of the Japanese American National Museum’s upcoming exhi-
bition, “Big Drum: Taiko in the United States” which opens July 14, a
six-foot in diameter, 600-pound okedo drum will be on display. The
drum was built by Victor Fukuhara [above], who runs a lawnmower
repair shop in Long Beach. The drum took over a year to construct and

required a special trailer for travel.

" Festival: Sat. and Sun. 10-8 p.m., Mnn.

10-5 p.m.; Missouri Botanical Garden,
4344 Shaw Blvd.; $10 adults, $7 sen-
iors; $3 Garden members, $3 children
ages 3 to 12; featuring sumo wrestling;
sponsored by the Missouri Botanical
Garden and the Japanese Activities
Committee. Info: www.mobot.org,
314/577-9400 or B00/642-8842 (24-
hour recording).

Northwest

PORTLAND

Thurs.-Sun.,, Aug. 18-21—JACL
Intermountain and Pacific Northwest Bi-
District Conference; Embassy Suites
Hotel. Downtown, 319 SW Pine St.; for
brochure and info: www.pdxjacl.org or
877/843-6914.

Northern California
SAN MATEO

Sun., July 24—Movie matinee,
“Twilight Samurai™; 1:30 p.m.; JA
Community Center, 415 S. Claremont
St; Info: 650/343-2793,

Southern California
GARDENA

Sat., July 9—"A Moming Conversation
with Naomi Hirahara and the Writing
Craft”; 10-1 pm.; Ken Nakaoka
Community Center, Room C, on 162nd
Street between Normandie and Western
Avenues; sponsored by the Japanese
American Historial Society of Southern
California and Midori Books. Info:
Hazel Taniguchi, 310/328-1238 or Dale
Sato, 310/539-3491.

LOS ANGELES

Thurs., July 7—"First & Central
Summer Concerts™ presented by JANM
in association with the National Center

for the Preservation of Democracy and
sponsored in part by the city of Los
Angeles Cultural Affairs Department;
7:30; in the institution’s plaza at First and
Central Ave.; July 7: O-Maya, July 28:
Kinnara Taiko, Aug. 4: dj Cheb i Sabbah
and Friends, Aug. 25: East L.A. Taiko
featuring Maceo Hernandez. Sept. 1:
Marta Gomez, Sept. 29; “Of Melodies
Old: New Music from the APPEX
Ensemble”, Info: JANM, 213/625-0414.
Sat.-Sun., July 9-10—Obon Festival;
11-8 p.m.: Zenshuji Soto Misssion, 123
S, Hewitt St.; free.Info;
www.zenshujiorg.

Arizona-Nevada

RENO

Sun., July 10—Reno JACL Summer
Picnic; 11:30-3:30 p.m.; Bowers
Mansion Park, North Picnic Pavilion,
4005 U.S. Hwy 395 North; hamburgers
and hot dogs will be provided, please
bring side dishes, salads and dessert.
RSVP: Mimi Fujii-Strickler, 775/853-
8850 or strick 111 @charter.net.

ROTECT YOUR ASSETS FROM

LONG TERM CARE

.:..: FREE BUDV‘ % q

If you are over age 50
and have $100,000 or
more in the bank,
investments or
retirement accounts,
what you don't know
could -wipe out a
lifetime of hard-
earned savings.

ELK GROVE TOYOTA/SCION
_Elk Gmf%wsz :
 RON NAKANO
Sales Manager
1-800-243—3613

(362) 598-952 TP
Established 1965 3

Imperial Jewelry Mfg. Co.
Fine Jewelry « Custom Designing » Repair
11072 Los Alamitos Blvd.

Los Alamitos, CA 90720

ALOHA PLUMBING
Lic. #440840
—SINCE 1922—

777 W. Mission Road
San Gabriel, CA 91778
(323) 283-0018

Avoid the Terri Schiavo Mess
www.legalbridge.com

RABTESE

BQS’\" gredit Uﬂ 1'00

Regardless of your age or skill level, this is an event
that you won'’t want to miss! Each team must
include at least 3 female and 3 male members. Up
to 4 alternates are optional. Each member will
receive a commemorative t-shirt and
gift package. Grand prizes will be awarded to the
winning “recreation” and “competition” teams.
Submit your completed registration form and your
team’s $125 registration fee by
Friday, July 29, 2005 to:

The National JACL Credit Union
242 South 400 East

Salt Lake City, UT 84111
or call: 800/544-8828 or 801/355-8040

*Participants must be members of JACL, JACL CU
or 1/16 Asian and/or spouse.

JACL Credit Union
Volleybal_l Tournament

Friday, August 5
Saturday, August 6

The Park Center
~ at Murray Park
202E. Murray Park Avenue
Murray, Utah

34th Annual Nisei Week

ML & HiFR

{Japanese Famlly Crest & Japanese Surname)

KAMON & MYOJI EXHIBIT
August 20 & 21, 2005 11am~spm

Higashi Honganji / 505 E. 3rd St., Rm. #5, L. A., CA

* BEADEFREE. RUTOIBLIEBR>TVET,
You can trace and discover the rich history behind your MYOJJ
(‘Japanese surmname’) through your KAMON (‘family crest’).

VXTLAREB LT, ZFFRICENTEEY,
Our bronze *J. A.LKAMON " are designed to etemally commemorate &
record the KAMON, MYOJI & history of your ISSE! forefather for 2000 yrs.

* 1975FICHISI L EHRBOER, EFRICNA.
BA2EORAGEALERIIRL I "THEEEHZAR,
2HA+HEOAFETERIC, EFEERMLL J A R
ERUEVAROCEMCRBEHATRBTESLET,

In 1975, we established the U.S.'s foremost private library of KAMON &
related references. This year, we completed our acquisition of the Nihon
Rekishi Chimei Taikei, a 50-volume series. Utilizing this most current,
on-site version of our KAMON Library, we will be responding to inquiries
about the KAMON, MYQJI and "J.A. KAMON" at our exhibit.

SJPIClE, R - BFRERTEY MTRH2FRBIRM
RYPEEEE BT, Alsoon display will be charts, diagrams, &
references on KAMON & MYOJ/ to aid you in seff-fracing their histories.

YOSHIDA KAMON ART -&
P. O. Box 2958, Gardena, CA 90247-1158
KEiI YOSHIDA, Researcher/instructor

(213) 629-2848
NINA YOSHIDA, Translator

you were saving for retirement.

Don't let a serigus aceident or illness force you to/dip tiito your savines to cover your
medical billss Enhance your etirrent coverage with JACE-endorsed Catastrophe Major
Medical In$urance Plan. The plan streizthens your eurrent coverage, and includes
convaléscent home care, home health cire, private duty nursing coverage and more.

For more inf&irtnati'bn*, call

e you thought

1-800-503-9230

MARSH

b raglonal G
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Call 800/966-6157 for details.
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@merican Holiday Travel

CHILE-
Argentina/Brazi/Chile. PERU OPTION - Lima, Cuzco, Machu Piechu,

MUSIC CITIES HOLIDAY TOUR
Memphis, Elvis Presley’s Graceiand, Nashville,
lce Sculptures Exhibit, Opryland Christrmas Show.

2005 TOUR SCHEDULE
CHINAHOLDAYTOUR . oovovvi oo SEPT 317
Belfing, Xlan, Shanghal, Guliin, H K . Japan stopover option,
HOKKAIDO HOLIDAY TOUR . . - o ., OCT 213

Sapporo, Tokachigawa, Lakes Akan/Mashu/Kussharo, Shiretoko, Abashir,
Sounkyo, Otary, Noboribetsy, Lake Toya, Hokodate.
GREEK ISLANDS HOLIDAY CRUISE ... ..o v o ioesisiiniiiinnamisisaists s wisioiand OCT 3-14
Venice, Croatia, Santorini, Kusadasi, Athens, Rhodes, Katakolon. Malta.
HOLLAND AMERICA LINE
OKINAWA-KYUSHU HOLIDAY TOUR

Okinawa, Ibusukl/Kagoshima, Kirishima, Miyazakd, Beppu.

Yufuin, Kumamoto, Nagasaki, Fukuoka,
SOUTH AMERICA HOLIDAYTOUR ........ooviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiias NOV 10-22

NTINA-Buenos Alres; BRAZIL - Soo Paulo, lguassu, Rio de Janeiro,
Santiogo, Valparatso/Vina del Mar, Meet local Jopanese In

an also assist you with: Low-cost airfares to Japan, Japan

Individual Tour arrangements, Japan Railpass, Hotels, Cars,

Individual Tour Packages, Cruises. -
For information and reservations, please write or call to:

AMERICAN HOLIDAY TRAVEL
312 E. 1ST ST., #510, Los Angeles, CA 90012
Tel: (213) 625-2232 Fax: (213) 625-4347
Ernest & Carol ida
CST #2000326-10

July 18
July 30
Aug. 23
Sept. 12
Sept. 15
Oct. 6

Kosakura Escorted Tours & Cruises

“recipes for worry free travel”

Escorted Tours & Cruises for 2005

Highlights of Japan for the whole family

Princess Alaska - Cruise & Land Tour

Russia - “Waterways of the Czars"”

Reflections of Italy

Northern Japan - Hokkaido & Tohoku

Cruise Canada & New England + New York - Radisson Seven
Seas “Navigator”

Oct. 7  Sumo in Las Vegas
Oct. 15 Onsen of Hokuriku plus Seoul & Taipei
Nov. 3 Southern Japan - Okinawa & Kyushu
Nov. 30 The Best of South America - “Brazil, Iguassu, Argentina &
Chile”
Dec. 6  Holiday Season in San Antonio
2006 (Partial listing of trips to come)
Jan. 14 Discover New Zealand
Feb.7 Panama Canal Cruise plus Costa Rica & Caribbean on
Crystal Symphony
July Alaska Cruise and Land Tour on Coral Princess
Aug. 11 Treasures of the Rhine River :
Sept. 4 Istanbul to Athens on Radisson Seven Seas Nsﬂgatnr
Dec. Egypt - Land of the Pharaohs (Including Nile River Cruise)
Note:  Japan Tours in April, May, July, Sept., Oct., Nov.
Kosakura Tours and Travel :
4415 Cowell Road, Suite 110, Concord, CA 94518
Tel: (925) 687-4995, Calif. Toll Free 1-800-858-2882
KOKUSAI-PACIFICA
2005 TOURS
Aug9 Scandinavia Classic - 11 Days - 18 Meals - $3995 - Copenhagen
Denmark, Begen, Balestand, Loen, Oslo, Norway & Stockholm,
CLOSING SOON
Sept 7 Central-Eastern Europe “Danube” 12 Days - 26 Meals - $3995
Prague, 8 Day Cruise-Nuremberg-Vienna-Bratislava-Budapest.
SOLD OUT
Sept 22 America Once More - South-14 Days- 26 Meals - $2295 - By bus
LA to Poston/Gila-El Paso-San Antonio-New Orleans-Vicksburg,
Jerome/Rohwer-Amache-Santa Fe-Grand Canyon-Laughlin.
CLOSING SOON
Oct 10 Hokkaido & Tohoku “Fall Foliage” 11 Days-24 Meals - $3695
Sapporo, Sounkyo, Sahoro, Shiraoi, Lake Toya, Hakodate, Aomori,
Lake Towada, Hachimantai, Sendai & Tokyo.
ALMOST SOLD OUT
Oct 17 - Uranihon *Otherside of Japan™ - 11 Days -25 Meals - $3595
Tokyo, Sado Island, Toyama, Kanazawa, Fukui, Amanohashidate
Kinosaki, Tottori, Matsue, Izumo, Daizen & Kyoto.
ALMOST SOLD OUT
Oct 31 Fall Japan Classic “Fall Foliage” 11 Days - 24 Meals - $3295
Tokyo, Takayama, Nara, Kobe, Takahashi, Miyajima, Hiroshima
Inland Sea Cruise, Shodo Island & Kyoto.
Nov 10 - Okinawa, Kyushu & Shikoku - 12 Days -28 Meals - $3695 -

3 Days Okinawa, Nagasaki-Unzen-Kumamoto-Miyazaki-Saiki,
Kyushu - Ashizuri-Kochi-Takamatsu, Shikoku & Osaka.

“Early Bird savings - call for brochure”

INCLUDES - flights, hotels, sightseeing & MOST MEALS.

KOKUSAI INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL, INC.

4911 Warner Ave., Suite 221, Huntington Beach, CA 92649

714/840-0455 - FAX 714/840-0457 [1006444-10]

(Continued from page 1)

vice-presidency of the national
board. And trust me, Lily wasn't
there to serve tea and cookies to the
Nisei men who served with her!”
said John Tateishi, JACL executive
director. “It was during the redress
days, and she was among the strong
supporters of the campaign. She was
an exceptional woman, very much
ahead of her times and always a
wonderful companion to Pat. We're
all deeply saddened by her passing.”

Lily and her husband Patrick, who
also passed away earlier this year,
founded the Okura Mental Health
Leadership Foundation with redress
monies they received during the late
80s. The foundation provides annual
scholarships to Asian Pacific

The Okuras were also active in the
annual JACL/OCA Washington, DC
Leadership Conference that brought
promising young APA leaders to the
capital for an intense week of semi-
nars and activities. Each year they
would open up their house to the
participants, passing on their knowl-
edge of the JACL.

*We in EDC were shocked to
learn of Lily’s sudden passing, espe-
cially so soon after the loss of her
husband Pat,” said Paul Uyehara,
EDC governor. “Lily deserves credit
as a pathbreaker for women in the
national leadership, having been the
first to serve as a national officer.
She has been a key member of the

DC chapter, has served with distinc-

tion for many years, and brought ele-

“DC News Notes” (DC chapter
newspaper) and served on the D.C.
chapter board up to the time of her
death. For her work as editor of the
“DC News Notes,” she received a
special recognition award (JACL
certificate). Lily was also the recipi-
ent of JACL's Silver, Sapphire, and
Ruby Pin.

A memorial service was held at
Bradley Hills Presbyterian Church
on June 30.

In lieu of flowers, memorial con-
tributions may be made to Okura
Mental Health Leadership
Foundation, c/o Frances Okura,
2112 Via Madonna, Lomita, CA
90717 or to Bradley Hills
Presbyterian Church, 6601 Bradley
Blvd., Bethesda, MD 20817. W

Influential Philippine Church Leader Cardinal Jaime Sin Dies at 76

By PAULALEXANDER
Associated Press

MANILA, Philippines—Roman
Catholic Cardinal Jaime Sin, an out-
spoken advocate of democracy who
played a key
role in the
“people
power” revolts
that ousted two
Philippine
presidents,
died June 21.
He was 76. —

Sin had been ill with kidney prob-
lems and diabetes for years and was
unable to attend the Vatican con-

clave that chose a new pope in
April, although colleagues said he
desperately wanted to go, even if he
needed a wheelchair.

Known for his dedication, engag-
ing personality and sense of humor
— he offten referred to his residence
as “the house of Sin" — the cardinal
was one of Asia’s most prominent
religious leaders. When he spoke,
presidents listened.

Sin served as the moral compass
in the overwhelmingly Catholic
Philippines, where he took vocal,
sometimes controversial stances on
everything from birth control to
poverty, politics and the U.S.-led
war in Iraq. He once apologized for

church neglect of the poor.

President Gloria Macapagal
Arroyo, who continued to seek his
counsel even after he retired in
November 2003, called him “a
blessed man who never failed to
unite Filipinos during the most cru-
cial battles against tyranny and
evil.”

“Cardinal Sin leaves a legacy of
freedom and justice forged in deep
personal courage,” Arroyo said in a
statement.

Church leaders were consulling
with Sin’s family on funeral
arrangements. His body was to be
buried in the crypt beneath Manila
Cathedral. B

All the towns are in California except as noted.

Adachi, Ronald Nobuo, D.D.S.,
59, Rolling Hills Estates, May 28; sur-
vived by wife, Linda; daughters,
Kristina and Alison; father, Benjamin;
mother, Rose (Ben) Goto; brother,
Jerry (Rona) Adachi; and sisters, Pam
(Michael) Hayashida and Judie
(Benson) Aricayos.

Akagi, Lillian, 73, Ulysses, Kan.,
Jan 24; survived by husband Genzo;
sons, Mark, Donald, Brett and Greg;
brothers, Mike Kido, Joe, Harry and
Hank Wyeno; sisters, Tee Kora, Mary
Hiraga, Dottie Adams and May
Clermont and 5 gc.

Arashiro, Aiko, 82, Pasadena, May
22; survived by daughters, Yuriko
(Yoneo) Inouye, Ivy (Danny Yano) and
Wendy (David) Prestholt; sons, Akio
(Mary) Yatomi and Steve (Dianne)
Arashiro; 7 ge.: and 1 gge. '

Kanemura, Sam Isamu, 92, West
Los Angeles, May 26; survived by
wife, Aya; daughters, Sherry (Bruce)
Watanabe and Terrie (Kenny) ltomura;
4 gc.; and brother, Takao “Bob” (Aki)
Nishimura.

KUBOTA

MORTUARY

F.D.L. #929

911 VENICE BLVD.
LOS ANGELES, CA 90015

(213) 749-1449

FAX (213) 749-0265
R. Hayamizu, President
H. Suzuki, V.P./Gen. Mgr.

Kasai, Fumiko, 81, June 3; sur-
vived by husband, Kiyoshi: sons,
Kelvin and Karl; and 9 gc.

Katow, Mary Miyoko Sugi, 91,
Boyle Heights, May 26; survived by
son, Richard (Ann) Sugi; 6 gc.; 7 gge.;
and sister, Aiko Kawamura.

Kurimoto, Ayako, 81, Monterey
Park, May 21; survived by son, Alan
(Evelyn); and 2 gc.

Kuroishi, Edward Yoshio, 93,
Gardena, May 15; survived by wife,
Setsu; son, Irving (Martha); 4 gc.; 8
gge.; and sister, Ruth Kuroishi.

Kuwahara, Frank, 92, Palos
Verdes Estates, May 30; survived by
wife, Sumiko; sons, Howard (Phyllis)
and Ray (Jeanne); daughter, Jean
(Scott) Devenport; 3 ‘gc.; 2 ggc.; and
brother, Tats (June).

Sato, Mary, 84, Washington, D.C.,
June 6; Utah-bormn, Gila River internee;
helped found Indianapolis JACL; sur-
vived by a sister, nephews, great nieces
and nephews.

Suzuki, Hideo, 76, Huntington
Beach, May 18: survived by son,

33 FUKUI

# MORTUARY

707 East Temple Street ...
Los Angeles, CA 90012  president

Ph. 213/626-0441
Fax 213/617-2781

2005 UPCOMING ESCORTED TOURS

ALASKA CRUISE W/ CRYSTAL CRUISES (departs from SF, 13 days)
MIDWEST BASEBALL TOUR (2 days, games @ ChiWS, Det, Cin, StL, KG, Mil, Chic).....JULY 19

THE OZARKS & BRANSON (w/ Tauck Tours, 8 days)

JAPAN AUTUMN ADVENTURE (12 days)

SEPT 24

DISCOVER KYUSHU (13 days)

NEW YORK CITY HOLIDAY (& days, incl 2 Broadway + Rockettes Xmas show)...................
sssse CALL OR WRITE TODAY FOR OUR FREE BROCHURES s#eees

Tanaka Travel Service is a full service

individual air tickets, cruise

H [AN 7.'.\ KA;

and can assist you in issu
r?gcs!:.&umertraleo e

SR~ TANAKA TRAVEL SERVICE

441 O’Farrell St., San Francisco, CA
(415) 474-3900 or (800) 826- 252[

CST #1005545-40

Martin (Susan) Suzuki: daughter,
Florence (Gerry) Sueda; and 5 gc.
Suzuki, Paul, 77, Los Angeles, June
22; was a volunteer official for U.S.
Track and Field Championships. He

died after being struck in the head by a

shot put during practice for the U.S.
track and field championships at Home
Depot Center in Carson. The accident
occurred about 4:15 p.m. Suzuki was a
former landscape maintenance worker
who had officiated at local track meets
for decades:

Yamate, Kiku, 78, Saratoga, June
15; Los Gatos-bormn; preschool director,
Heart Mountain internee; survived by
husband Henry; daughter, Carol
Poitry-Yamate; son Gordon; brother
Mitsuru Yasuhara; and 2 gc. W

DEATH NOTICE

MARY S. SUENAGA

Funeral service for Mary S. Suenaga,
89, a San Francisco-born Nisei and res-
ident of Camarillo who passed away
June 23 at St. John's Pleasant Valley
Hospital, were held July 1 at Centenary
United Methodist Church, 300 §.
Central Ave., Los Angeles, with Rev.
Ron Matsuda of Gardena Valley Baptist
Church officiating, She is survived by
her son, Richard K.: daughter, Lani
(Bob) Miyamoto; grandsons, Jason,
Ryan, RJ and TC: brother, Kayo
(Esther) Kuratani; brother-in-law,
Walter Moriya; nieces and nephews and
other relatives.

DEATH NOTICE

GEORGE S.
KOBAYASHI

ST. LOUIS, Mo. — George S.
Kobayashi passed away April 19. He
was a longtime professor of medicine at
Washington University School of
Medicine and a member of the St. Louis
JACL. Dr. Kobayashi is survived by his
wife of 49 years, Mari Tomita
Kobayashi; loving father of Patricia
(Corrado Costanzo) of Milan, Italy,
Dale (Laura), Kimi and Scott
Kobayashi of Moscow, ID; dear grand-
father of Giulia, Chiara, Kenji, Kayla
and Sachiko; brother of Eizo (Mary)
Kobayashi of Concord, Calif. and the
late Kazuo (Amy) Kobayashi of Seattle,
Wash.; brother-in-law of Kenji (Mary)
Tomita of San Rafael, Calif. and the late
Shigeya (Toshi) Tomita of Berkeley,
Calif.; uncle, great-uncle and friend to
many. A memorial service was held Apr.
26 with private interment.
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his best to ensure his students
would continue to be taken care of,
becoming an active member of the
National Japanese American
Student Relocation Council.

Bird also had the foresight to
recognize the significance of the
events taking place in the early
1940s and instructed then College
Librarian Elizabeth McCloy to
chronicle the events, collecting not
only letters to and from the stu-
dents, but also newspaper clip-
pings, government documents,
camp papers, and anything else
regarding the WWII internment.

Now. close to 60 years later,
Bird’s vision is coming to fruition
with  Occidental  College’s
Japanese American Relocation
Collection. The Special Collection
housed at the college library con-
tains more than 400 items and
20,000 pages. The digital archive,
which contains a large portion of
the special collection, is set to be
formally launched this fall but
individuals can already access the
site at
http://departments.oxy.edu/digita-
larch/web/index.htm.

“It is for us a collection that
reflects the college’s history. It
shows how individuals in this col-
lege interacted during a significant
time of history in this country,”
said Shirley Hallblade, Occidental
College library director. *“The
human interest is the passion with
which certain individuals commit-
ted themselves to this effort. It tells
us so much of our personal
response when justice is chal-
lenged.”

“It’s so important that this group
of people saved this material and
we wanted to share the depth of the
stories,” said Dale Stieber,
Occidental’s digital archivist and
project manager., who noted that
the letters between the JA students
and Bird are the highlight of the
relocation collection. “We’re learn-
ing history through these individ-
ual stories. We can feel the people
talking.”

Occidental’'s JA digital archive
covers the period from 1941 to
1946 and was made possible
through a Haynes Foundation
archival grant, In total, six JA stu-
dents attending Occidental at the
time, two alumni, and two
prospective students are featured
including: Sinpachi Kanow, Mary
Kariya, Russell Nakata, John
Nishiyama, Ted Tajima, and Tko
Tanzawa; alumni: Shizona Tanaka
('26) and Sophie Tajima Toriumi
(‘38); and prospective students:
Helen Matsunaga and Akira
Shiraishi

Although many of the former
students have passed on, Stieber
was able to locate some of them,
including Tajima who was sur-
prised to learn about the digital
archive. He had long forgotten
about the letters he had written to
President Bird and was amazed to
learn that Bird had written letters
of recommendation on his behalf
to several schools.

“T was kind of surprised,” said
Tajima about the archives. “It was
a time of things being so unsel-
tled.”

Although Tajima was able to
relocate to Utah, his parents and
siblings would end up in the Heart
Mountain and Gila River camps.

He visited them often, recalling
how difficult it was to see them
behind barbed wire. “That was
hard ... very hard,” he said.

Tajima can still recall the bitter
taste of discrimination growing up
in Pasadena, California in the early
1940s but with World War II,
things would only get worse for
JAs

“Some places were closed to us.
We knew where to stand, when to
move back,” he said.

Tajima was eventually accepted
to several colleges. including
Wooster College in Ohio. but
decided to work instead and wait
for his draft papers. He was ulti-

mately drafted after the end of

WWIL, serving a year in Counter
Intelligence.

Tajima would make his way
back to Occidental, earning a
degree in English in 1946 and later
his teaching credential. (Four
members of his family, including
his sister Sophie Tajima Toriumi,
are Occidental alumni.) Tajima
would go on to have a lengthy
career as a high school journalism
and English teacher at Altadena
High School, earning a lifetime
achievement in teaching award.

Through Tajima’s story, along
with the other JA students featured
in the digital archive, the history
and lessons of the JA internment
come to life.

“It makgs more permanent what
happened. It helps to preserve the

effort, keep alive what kinds of

things were done,” said Tajima,

who sees many parallels between

the JA internment and what is hap-
pening today with the Muslim and
Arab American communities.

“It really hit me when I saw the

photographs, what they had gone
through.

The efforts of the educators and
the strong desire of the students to
continue their education,” said
Kathy Lo, assistant digital archivist
for the project.

“It has relevance to what’s
pening today.” p

Many involved with the JA digi-
tal archive are hopeful that the stu-
dents today at Occidental College
will gain insight and an understand-

hclp-

ing of what took place more than a
half century ago.

“] hope they are able to gain an
understanding, a point of view
regarding people of different eth-
nic groups,” said Tajima.

*“We hope the students here learn
more about individuals of the same
age group,” said Stieber.

“What individuals do in times of
crisis; what they can do and advo-
cate for ... that they can build on

the past.”” W

leference In Your Ln‘e :

When you want an auto lOan come to Nattonal
JACL Credit Union because financing is our spe-
cialty. We offer you competitive rates and flexible
terms that will help you drive a better bargain. We
help you buy the right car at the right price by
arranging the financing in advance.

So before you go to buy that new or used car,
come see our Loan Representatives for a deal that
can make your dreams come true.

Stop Dreaming... Start Driving!
Our Car Loans New or Used
at 4.6% APR.
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