
No Change 

Senators turn their backs on 
comprehensive immigration 
reform. 

NATIONAL NEWS PAGE 5 

Youth Conference 

Young APAs and future commu­
nity leaders gather at Santa 
Clara University. 
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Seattle JA Community Hopes to Find Common Ground with Day Labor Center 
Their new neighbor touched 
off a debate on safety and 
anti-immigration sentiment 
Now they are meeting to 
discuss their differences. 

By LYNDA LIN 
Assistant Editor 

Over the years, Fumiko Groves 

has seen her Central District neigh­

borhood transform. What was once a 

peaceful Japanese American enclave 

became a hotbed of violence and 

high crime starting in the 1960s. If 

the streets of the Seattle neighbor­

hood could talk, it would tell stories 

of arson fires, assaults and home 

invasions. 

A lot of JAs moved out, but 

Groves and her family stayed 

because her father felt the violence 

would eventually end. 

"It was really dicey," said Groves, 

a Nisei, who still lives in a condo­

minium in the Central District. "I 

don't think we walked anywhere. It 

was always safer to drive." 

In recent years, the beleaguered 

neighborhood has won a respite 

from its high crime reputation. 

Residents now stroll past Buddhist 

temples, elderly care facilities and 

other various JA organizations that 

are remnants of what was once the 

heart of the Seattle J A community. 

"Lately, it's been peaceful and 

quiet," said Groves, who is a panelist 

on a .series of ongoing community 

meetings with a day labor center that 

Tiger to Roar Overseas in 
World Football Competition 

Q & A with Yonsei 
Brigham Walker, the only 
Princetonian and APA on 
the U.S. team. 

By LYNDA LIN 
Assistant Editor 

It was a purely pragmatic deci­

sion made in elementary school: let 

sports pay the bills for his higher 

education. So young Brigham 

Walker shot pucks and scored goals 

before ultimately settling on foot­

ball in the eighth grade. Even back 

'[ approached each 

game at Princeton with 

the utmost seriousness 

and worked to always 

play at my peak level, 

but [ do feel some 

added pride and 

responsibility to do 

well while bearing the 

USA name.' 

then, his athleticism was evident. 

''Brig was very fast," said Brad 

and Debbie Walker about their son. 

"I nicknamed him the 'Asian Flew' 

but it never stuck!" 

His natural talent, intelligence and 

hard work eventually lead Brigham 

to Princeton University where he 

fought back from a lower back 

injury to help his team last season 

win their first Ivy League champi­

onship in over a decade. 

Now 22 and with a bachelor's 

degree in molecular biology, 

Brigham is poised for international 

stardom as one of the 45 members of 

the American team to compete in the 

See FOOTBALlJPage 7 

KEN MOCHIZUKlltNTERNATIONAL EXAMINER 

NEW HOME: Casa Latina 

will move into the vacant 

building on 17th Ave. 

and Jackson St. (above). 
Their neighbor will be 

the Japanese 
Congregational Church 

(left). 

plans to move into 

an area four blocks 

away from her 

condo. She fears 

the peace would be 

broken with her 

potential new 

neighbor. 

"We're afraid 

for the security and 

safety [of the 

neighborhood], " 

said Groves, who 

along with some 

business owners 

and community 

members have 

voiced opposition 

over the arrival of 

Casa Latina, a non-

profit organization that provides 

Latino immigrants with employ­

ment opportunities and other social 

services. 

Now both sides are engaged in 

community meetings in hopes of 

finding common ground. But along 

the way, the JA community has been 

locked in heated debates that have 

spilled onto the pages of local news­

papers. 

"Some people see it as another 

example of the city coming down on 

this powerless group again by forc­

ing this program into their neighbor­

hood. Other people see it as an 

example of their own history - to 

be in the same position of being 

reviled by society," said Hilary 

See CASA LATINAlPage 5 

Former Internees Raise their Voices in Protest Over 
a Proposed Feedl9t Near the Historic Minidoka Site 
Although Minidoka was recently selected 
as one of' America's 11 Most Endangered 
Historic Places', a proposed 13,000 heifer 
feedlot a mile upwind from the site is still 
being considered by Jerome County, Idaho. 

By CAROLINE AOYAGI-STOM 
Executive Editor 

Jeff's moth­

er Fujiye had 

been pregnant 

with twin boys 

at the time and 

on Jan. 25, 

1944, she gave 

birth to sons 

Ted and 

Kenneth. But 

the camp doc­

tor was ill pre­

Flipping through tpe pages of his weathered copy of 

the "Minidoka Interlude" yearbook of 1942-1943, Jeff 

Itami, 67, sees some familiar faces amongst the dozens 

of families representing Block 41 - in black and white 

are the images of himself at age three alongside his father 

and pregnant mother during their forced World War 11 

incarceration. 

pared for twins and sadly Kenneth passed away the next 

day, his short life beginning and ending at the Minidoka 

Relocation Center in Hunt, Idaho. 

"My family, we See MINIDOKAlPage 12 

u.s. Lawmakers Endorse Resolution Seeking 
Japan's Apology for Wartime Sex Slavery 
By Poe. Staff and Associated Press 

A U.S. congressional panel 

endorsed overwhelmingly a resolu­

tion urging Japan to apologize for­

mally for coercing thousands of 

women to work as sex slaves for its 

World War 11 military. 

The June 26 approval of HR 121 

by the Foreign Affairs Committee 

allowed the measure to be consid­

ered by the full House of 

Representatives. A large crowd of 

supporters applauded and cheered 

after the lawmakers' vote. 

Japan "has actively promoted his­

torical amnesia; the facts are plain," 

the committee's chairman, Rep. 

Tom Lantos, a California Democrat, 

said. This resolution "seeks admis­

sion of the horrible truth, in order 

that this horror may never be perpe­

trated again." 

Supporters of the resolution want 

an apology similar to the one the 

U.S. government gave to Japanese 

Americans forced into internment 

camps during WWlI. 

Despite the decision, a Japanese 

government . spokesperson said 

Japan's relations with the United 

States are "unshakable." 

Chief Cabinet Secretary Yasuhisa 

Shiozaki also suggested there would 

be no further apology from Tokyo on 

the wartime brothels. 

"The alliance between the U.S. 

and Japan is irreplaceable. There is 

See APOLOGYlPage 2 
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The award, which was 
given at the biennial JACL 
National Youth Conference, 
recognizes APAs who are 
positive role models. 

By LYNDA LIN 
Assistant Editor 

SANTA CLARA, Calif.-He's 

perhaps best known as the Sansei 

leader who vindicated a Nisei icon 

who simply refused to be interned 

during World War 11. These days, 

'These awards are good ways to consider people run into Dale 

where you fit in the whole flow of history. ' Minami and say they've 
read about him in their 

.. 

introduction to Asian 

American Studies class. 

"It makes you feel real­

ly old, but I'm really hon­

ored and humbled at the 

same time," said Minami 

to the Pacific Citizen. 

The National JACL 

Youth Council honored 

Minami for his leadership 

with a Vision Award at 

their Youth Conference June 29-July 

1. The biennial conference drew 

approximately 150 young partici­

pants to the Santa Clara University 

campus for interactive workshops 

and inspiration. 

The San Francisco-based lawyer 

puts the Vision Award, which was 

established in 1994 to recognize 

Asian Pacific American role models, 

in a different category from his many 

other awards including an American 

Bar Association Thurgood Marshall 

SeeJACLYOUT~ge11 
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NAT'L DIRECTOR'S REPORT 

Our Work Must Go On 
By FLOYD MORI 
JACL Nat') Director 

The JACL has been in existence 

for nearly 80 years and has served 

us well, with the help of many of our 

Nisei leaders at 

its helm. We 

owe them a lot. 

There are 

many Nisei 

who are still 

serving as 

chapter board 

members and 

chapter presi-

dents. We have been fortunate to 

have these leaders but it is now 

essential that we build up member­

ship among the younger genera­

tions. 

Edwin Endow, national JACL 

vice president of membership, has 

been trying to build up our member - . 

ship. He has come up with various 

ideas for the chapters but he needs 

all of our help. Every member is 

important to the JACL and increased 

membership numbers are vital. 

During the 2006 national JACL 

convention in Arizona, Mark 

Kobayashi, national JACL secre­

tary/treasurer, reported that approxi­

mately 37 percent of our member­

ship are in the 70 years-plus age 

range; 16 percent are between age 60 

to 70; 18 percent are between 50·to 

60 years. The 41 to 49 years range is 

at 14 percent with 31 to 40 being at 

9 percent. The 19 to 30 age group is 

6 percent of the JACL membership. 

This puts the percentage of JACL 

members below age 50 at roughly 

only 30 percent of our organization. 

Although these figures may be a 

little off, they indicate a definite 

problem for the JACL. It is impera­

tive that our current members work 

to recruit new members, particularly 

in the younger age groups. There are 

many people who have never heard 

of the JACL who could become 

valuable members. 

The JACL chapters provide an 

opportunity for social, educational, 

and cultural interaction, and families 

can especially benefit from JACL 

chapter involvement. National 

JACL continues to work on issues 

important to all of us. Discrimination 

and prejudice will always be with us 

in some form. The work of the JACL 

must go on. 

Recently a group called the JACL 

Young Professionals was formed to 

eQcourage people between the ages 

of 21 and 35 to join the JACL. This 

group offers the opportunity to inter­

act (mostly via e-mail and alerts) 

with others in their age group to net­

work about important issues. 

Anyone interested should e-mail 

Eric Nakano at eric.nakano@ 

mac.com for more details. 

Every JACL member needs to 

help with membership. We all have 

family members and friends who 

could benefit from joining JACL. 

Many people just need to be asked. 

There are gift memberships and stu­

dent/youth memberships are reason­

ably priced. Chapters also need to 

retain our scholarship recipients, 
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who often do not remain members. 

National JACL will be hosting the 

"Salute to Champions" gala dinner 

in Washington, D.C. on Sept. 12 to 

help gain more visibility for JACL in 

the nation's capital. The event will 

honor Sen. Daniel Inouye among 

others and the Honorable Norman Y. 

Mineta is the honorary chairman. 

The dinner will be held at the lW. 

Marriott Hotel in downtown D.C. 

and more details will be posted on 

the JACL website. 

The 2008 national JACL conven­

tion will be held in Salt Lake City 

next July. The Nisei leaders and 

older members used the conventions 

as a time for reunions, and many still 

attend as boosters. There will be a 

number of outstanding events 

throughout the convention and all 

members are encouraged to attend. 

Thank you all for giving freely of 

your time and resources to benefit 

the JACL. We are fortunate to have 

many younger and older excellent 

leaders, but we must also plan for the 

future and ensure the continued 

development of our leaders .• 

APOLOGY "I wonder how many times we 

expect a government to apologize 

for the sins of an imperial govern­

ment of the past," Republican Rep. 

Tom Tancredo said. "Asking the 

Japanese government to take histori­

cal responsibility for atrocities of the 

defunct imperial-era government is 

somewhat counterproductive and 

unfair to the people of Japan." 

Le(te1z4 to ~ Editor 
(Continued from page 1) 

no change at all to the fact that the 

Japan-U.S. relation will continue to 

be unshakable," Shiozaki said. 

More than 140 lawmakers from 

both political parties have agreed to 

co-sponsor the nonbinding resolu­

tion, which was sponsored by Rep. 

Mike Honda. The resolution urges 

Japan to "formally acknowledge, 

apologize and accept historical 

responsibility in a clear and unequiv­

ocal manner" for the suffering of so­

called "comfort women" during the 

1930s and 1940s. 

The passage ofHR 121 was due in 

part to a June 14 ad in the 

Washington Post by a group of 

Japanese leaders who claimed that 

many of the women worked in 

brothels by choice or were taken by 

crooked brokers or local police. 

The resolution has received sup­

port from Speaker Nancy Pelosi, 

who said in a statement that she 

looked forward to the full House 

"passing this resol~tion and sending 

a strong message that we will not 

forget the horrors endured by the 

comfort women." Japanese officials 

say their country's prime ministers 

have apologized repeatedly -

including during Prime Minister 

Shinm Abe's visit to Washington in 

April. 

Historians say up to 200,000 

women were forced to have sex with 

Japanese soldiers during the war. 

Some U.S. lawmakers questioned 

the resolution. 

Critics, however, contend that 

Japan, despite the apologies, never 

has assuqJ.ed responsibility fully for 

the treatment of the women. 

People across Asia and the U.S., 

including conservative supporters of 

Japan in Congress, were infuriated at 

Abe's suggestion in March that no 

proof existed that the military had 

coerced women into brothels. 

Japan acknowledged in the 1990s 

that its military set up and ran broth­

els for its troops. It has rejected most 

compensation claims, saying they 

were settled by postwar treaties. 

The Asian Women's Fund, created 

in 1995 by the Japanese government 

but run independently and financed 

by private donations, has provided a 

way for Japan to compensate former 

sex slaves without offering official 

government compensation. Many 

comfort women have rejected the 

money. 

"Today's Japan is a world leader 

and a valued ally to the United 

States. An unambiguous apology 

from the Japanese government for its 

wartime atrocities is vital for histori­

cal record, emotional healing and the 

education of future generations," 

said Rep. David Wu .• 

Thanks for 
the Hard Work 

Thank you for the wonderful arti­

cle summarizing the May 19 "JACL 

Honors John Tateishi" (P.c., June 1-

14 issue) dinner and program. 

We would like to add an important 

piece to the story - a thank you to 

the volunteers who generously 

helped organize the NCWNP-spon­

sored event. In particular, thank you 

to Kathy Aoki, Jim and Thaya Craig, 

April Goral, Dana Goto, Les Hata, 

Nikki Hikari, Megumi Kaminaga, 

David and Carol Kawamoto, Lisa 

Kobayashi, Floyd Mori, Kim 

Nakahara, Kenta Nakamura, Tom 

Nishikawa, Diana Okamoto, Haruka 

Roudebush, Sharon Uyeda, Patty 

Wada, Reiko Yoshino, and Jeff 

Yoshioka. 

A special thank you goes to our 

fabulous emcee Michelle Yoshida 

and her husband Raymond 

Schmitter, who graciously donated 

the wine for the dinner. 

We truly appreciate the dedication 

of all the volunteers who helped us 

honor John. 

We also thank AT &T for being th~ 

dinner's corporate sponsor. 

Finally, we are deeply indebted to 

our Diablo Valley chapter, which 

allowed us to tackle this project. 

~7~Md 
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"JACL Honors John Tateishi" 
Committee Co-Chairs 

Thank You p.e, Spring Campaign Donors! 
Total donations: $11,105 

$1,000: Arizona JACL; $500: Ernest Urata; $400: Ronald Nakano, Hideo Tochiura; $300: James & 
Helen Urata; $250: Sheldon Arakaki, Edwin Endow & Debra Hatanaka, Milton Kanatani, Carol 

Kawamoto, Nelson Nagai, George Shimizu; $200: Takuya Maruyama, Tsutomu Nakano, Ted & 

Michele Namba; $150: David Kawamoto, In memory of Sandi Kawasaki, Mr. and Mrs. Hiroshi 

Kusakai, Richard Kushino, Myrtle Matsumoto, Kent Matsuda, Dr. & Mrs. Richard Matsuishi, Susan 

Matsumoto, Sam Mayeda, Shu Miyazaki, Mary Nishimoto, Larry ada, Ted Okamoto, In Memory of 

George Suda, Mary Taguchi, Eiko Takemoto, Paul Tani, Mary Tanimura, Dr. Himeo Tsumori, Takeko 

Wakiji, Ted & Margaret Yasuda, Ron & Miye Yoshida; $100: Anonymous, George & Janice Higashi, 

George Hirokane, Pete Hironaka, Micki Kawakami, Lililian Kimura, Floyd Mori, George Morishita, 

Tokie Nerio, Ken Nodzu, Roger Ozaki, Fred & Mitsue Salador, Ayako Tagashira, Paul Uyehara, 

Alayne Yonemoto; $99-under: Elaine Akagi, Nobu Fukuda, Edgar Fukutaki, Chiyo Futagaki, Art 

Gorai, Larry Grant, George & Elinor Hanasono, Marii Hasegawa, Kenji Hironaka, Fred & Doris 

Hirotani, Osamu Honda, Martha Inouye, Hoshiko Ishii, Nami Iwataki, Buichi & Martha Kajiwara, 

Yukie Kawase, Paul & Atsuko Kusuda, Art Matsuura, Lou Minamoto, Ted Nagata, Toyoo Nitake, 

Rose Oda, Dolly Ogata, Mr. & Mrs. Tom Otani, Tom Sakai, Claire Sanpei, Bill & Kat Shimamoto, 

Katherine Sugimoto, George Tanaka, Frances Tojo, Mr. & Mrs. Hiroshi Uchida, Susan Ozaki Walsh, 

Ben Watada, James Yamaguchi, Haru Yoshida. 

Re: 'Telling the 
Whole Story' 

I am writing on behalf of the 

German American Internee 

Coalition to thank you and your staff 

for the lengthy article, "Telling the 

Whole Story of World War II 

Internment" in your June 1 edition. 

Even prior to the incorporation of 

our nonprofit group, we have 

worked as individuals with other 

internee groups, including various 

local JACL chapters. Our goal 

was/is to have the Alien Enemy 

Control Program and our experi­

ences as German Americans and 

Latin Americans become part of the 

national dialogue on wwn intern­

ment. 

The formation of the Enemy Alien 

Files Consortium and the EAF 

exhibit that is now available has 

done much to make our cause more 

public. But we still find that there are 

members of the Japanese American 

community, as well as the communi­

ty at large, that simply do not know 

or no longer remember that other 

ethnic groups suffered similarly 

because of U.S. policies regarding 

"enemies" in a time of war. 

The article on efforts to get histor­

ical designation for Thna Canyon 

and this current article help us get 

our message out. We are grateful. 

~ece(i ~ 'D0I«lfd 
Vice President of the Board 

German American Internee 

Coalition 
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National Newsbytes 
By P.e. Staff and Associated Press 

Committee Passes Bill Restoring 
Benefits to Filipino Veterans 

HONOLULU-The U.S. Senate Veterans' Affairs Committee approved 

legislation making wwn Filipino veterans eligible for Veterans Affairs ben­

efits and health care services. 

Some 200,000 Filipinos fought in wwn with the U.S. military, which 

controlled the Philippines as a colony at the time. But Washington denied the 

veterans the benefits they were entitled to after the war was over. 

The measure written by Sen. Daniel Inouye, D-Hawaii, would restore the 

benefits. It now moves to the Senate floor as part of the Veterans' Benefits 

Enhancement Act of 2007. 

. There are over 50,000 wwn Filipino veterans alive today. Some 10,000 

are said to live in the United States. 

Japan Renames Iwo Jima as Iwo To 
TO:KYO-Japan has changed 

the name of the Pacific Island of 

Iwo Jima, site of the famous wwn 
battle, to its original name of Iwo 

To after residents there were prod­

ded into aetion by two recent Clint 

Eastwood movies. 

The new name in Japanese looks 

and means the same as Iwo Jima 

- or Sulfur Island - but sounds 

different, according to the Japanese Geographical Survey Institute. 

An official map with the new name will be released Sept. 1. 

Official English Language Laws Taking Effect 
TOPEKA, Kan.-The state's official language is now English, for what­

ever that's worth - and for some, that's not much. 

Aside from declaring the official language, the law also says no state or 

local government agency is required to provide documents or hold meetings 

in any language except English. But it also says nothing prevents them from 

offering documents in another language or using interpreters at meetings. 

The official English law is among 147 that took effect on July 1. An addi­

tional47 laws took effect before that, and eight more won't kick in until later. 

Preserving a Piece of Route 66 
AMBOY, Calif.-The California Route 66 

Preservation Foundation and the Bureau of Land 

Management's California Desert District are part­

nering with entrepreneur Albert Okura to restore 

one of America's most endangered historic places. 

They are partnering to save Roy's Motel, cafe 

an~ gas station, one of the most important proper­

ties on Route 66, because of its remote desert loca­

tion. 

okUra is the owner of Roy's. 

Report: Japanese Minister Apolo­
gizes for Remarks on WWII Atomic 
Bombing by U.S. 

TOKYO-Defense Minister Furnio Kyuma apologized for saying the 

U.S. atOInic bombings of Japan during wwn "couldn't be helped," a news 

report said. ' 

Kymna said he was sorry for his remarks during a July 2 press conference 

in Nagasaki. 

The defense minister said the atomic bombings of Hiroshima and 

Nagasaki were inevitable. His comments drew sharp criticism from sur­

vivors, and opposition lawmakers called for his dismissal. 

In response, Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe said he has no plans to 

seek an apology from the U.S. over its wwn atomic bombings of Japan. 

More than 210,000 people were killed, and thousands of survivors still suf" 

fer radiation-linked illnesses such as liver cancer and leukemia because of the 

Aug. 6, 1945, bombings . • 
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APA Community Groups Remember Vincent Chin 
His death started a move­
ment Some say more needs 
to be done to combat hate 
crimes. 

By Pacific Citizen Staff 

1\venty five years after his mur­

der, his name still galvanizes the 

Asian Pacific Ame~can communi­

ty. APA organizations commemo­

rated the . life and death of Vincent 

Chin whose June 19, 1982, murder . 

served as a rallying cry for APA 

activism. 

To discuss the impact of the mur­

der, the Detroit chapter of the 

Organization of Chinese Americans 

(DCA) led a June 23 conference at 

the Chinese Community Center in 

Madison Heights, Mich. and visited 

Chin's gravesite remembrance at 

Forest Lawn Cemetery. 

"Vincent Chin's murder and the 

soft treatment his attackers received 

galvanized the Asian Pacific 

American COinmunity to unprece­

dented action and awareness about 

hate crimes against APAs," said 

Ginny Gong, DCA national presi­

dent. 

On June 19, 1982, Vincent Chin, 

a 27-year-old · Chinese American 

man, was brutally beaten to death in 

Detroit, Michigan. Although the 

crime was racially motivated, it was 

not recognized as a hate crime arid 

Chin's assailants were sentenced to 

only ·three years' probation and · a 

$3,000 fine. . 

"While today 

is indeed a day 

to remember 

and honor the 

life and death 

of Vincent 

Chin, it is also a 

reminder that 

hate crimes are 

not a memory in a r~grettable past," 

said Rep. Mike Honda. 

The years after Chin's death have 

also been filled with anti-Asian hate 

crimes. 

''The death of Vincent Chin and 

the injuries and death suffered by 

the countless other victims of hate 

crimes serve as a heavy reminder 

for this nation to combat hate and 

continue in its quest for freedom 

and justice for all Americans," 

added Honda. 

With recent . high-profile 

attacks on APAs in New York, 

Michigan and Wisconsin, the 

Asian Pacific Americans for 

Progress (APAP) is organizing a 

series of events throughout the 

nation around the ariniversary of 

Vincent's murder. Each event will 

include a special screening of the 

Academy Award nominated doc­

umentary, "Who Killed Vincent 

Chin?" and panels with local 

community leaders .• 

SAN DIEGO 
July 21 , Time TBD 

Diego Chinese Historical 

Supreme Court Rules Against Schools' Voluntary Integregatlon Policies 
By P. e. Staff and Associated Press 

The Supreme Court's June 28 rul­

ing in favor of a parent who sued 

over the use of race in two public 

schools limits the options available 

to school districts in adopting volun­

tary school integration plans, Asian 

Pacific American groups say. 

In a 5-4 ruling, the court ruled that 

the use of race in schools in 

Louisville and Seattle is unconstitu­

tional. 

In Seattle, Washington and 

Louisville, Kentucky, locally elected 

school boards voluntarily adopted 

measures to promote racial integra­

tion in their public school systems. 

Under these plans, the cities consid­

ered a student's race as one factor 

among others in· kindergarten to 

12th-grade school assignments. 

Last fall, a coalition of APA organ­

izations nationwide filed an amicus 

brief in support of the school dis­

tricts. 

"Our current schoor assignment 

process has failed to provide our 

children with a racially diverse 

learning environment and, as a 

result,. access to a qmility education," 

said Christina Wong, director of 

community initiatives for the 

Chinese for Afflrmative Action 

(CAA). 

The amici groups argued that the 

consideration of race as a factor of 

~chool assignments is important 

because: 

• Asian immigrant parents value 

racially integrated schools because 

they will prepare their children to 

succeed in a diverse society; and 

• RaciaHy segregated schools 

impede the social and educational 

development of students of all back­

grounds, including linguistically iso­

latedAPAs. 

According to the 2000 Census, 27 

percent of APAs are "linguistically 

isolated" nationwide. In other APA 

communities, the percentage is sig­

nificantly higher. 

. The court held that although fix­

ing the effects of past discrimination 

is a legitimate reason to consider 

race, Seattle's schools were never 

segregated by law or subject to 

court-ordered desegregation. The 

majority also took issue with 

Seattle's "crude" deflnition of diver­

sity, in which students were classi­

fied only as white or nonwhite. 

"Public schools are for all of us. If 

this nation is going to move beyond 

race, we have to stop using race as 

part of important decisions," said 

Kathleen Brose, a Seattle . mother 

who sued seven years ago after her 

daughter was denied attendance to 

the highly regarded Ballard High 

School. 

In Seattle, incoming freshmen can 

choose which of the city's 10 high 

schools they wish to attend. If too 

many students apply to one school, 

the district uses tiebreakers to decide 

who gets in. The first is whether the 

student already has a sibling at the 

school. 

It's the second tiebreaker - race 

-'- that was at issue, even though the 

district stopped using it in 2002 dur­

ing litigation in the case. 

''This is a very lame excuse to tell 

a school system that they don't have 

to use race as an arbiter to help kids 

achieve and get a fair deal. In a 

world that still has the vestiges of 

racism, that's a ridiculous rationale," 

said Warlene Gary, CEO of the 

National Parent Teacher 

Association. 

"We are disappointed," said 

Superintendent Raj Manhas. But, he 

added, "We take heart from the 

court's affirmation ' of the broader 

goal ... to offer racially and ethnical­

ly diverse student bodies .• 

Topaz, Heart Mountain Relocation Centers Celebrate Nat'l Historic Landmark Status 
By P.e. Staff and Associated Press . 

In separate ceremonies, the Heart 

Mountain and Topaz Relocation 

Centers of World War IT recently cel­

ebrated their status as National 

Historic Landmarks. 

During an emotional pilgrimage 

to Topaz last weekend, a plaque 

marking the site as a National 

Historic Landmark was dedicated 

June 30. 

The Conservation Fund, JACL 

and the National Park Service have 

worked with the Topaz Museum to 

protect historic lands at the site of the 

Topaz Relocation Center, near Delta 

Utah. Last month the Topaz 

Museum acquired 13 acres of land at 

the site - representing the largest 

remaining unprotected tract of land 

at the site. 

Over the past several years, the 

Topaz Museum has acquired rough­

ly 627 acres of the property. In the 

last two years, The Conservation 

Fund, . Topaz Museum and other 

partners have protected two parcels 

totaling more than 100 acres of his­

toric land. 

These parcels were the largest 

remaining pieces of land at the 'orig­

inal 640-acre campsite, which 

housed more than 8,000 Japanese 

Americans, mostly from the San 

Francisco area. The desert camp 

eventually contained more than 600 

buildings, including rows of housing 

blocks, schools, gardens and a hospi­

tal. 

Heart Mountain, between Cody 

anq Powell, was home to some 

were released to join the 

U.S. military, and 20 were 

killed in action. 

TOPAZ RELOCATION CENTER 

Former congressman 

and former U.S. 

Transportation Secretary 

Norman Mineta, who was 

interned at the camp as a 

child, was honored at the 

ceremony June 23 that 

was hosted by the Heart 

Mountain, . Wyoming 

10,700 JAs during wwn, when 

mQre than 120,000 Americans of 

Japanese ancestry were forcibly 

removed from California, Oregon 

and Washington. 

Those interned at the camp creat­

ed their own scout troops, communi­

ty newspaper and camp government 

More than 900 men,from the camp 

Foundation. 

At the ceremony, the Heart 

Mountain, Wyoming Foundation 

unveiled plans for a $5.5 million 

Interpretive Learning Center to be 

built on original camp site land pur­

chased by the Foundation and 

included in the 123 acre area cov­

ered RY the National Historic 

Landmark designation. 

Fewer than four percent of the 

properties listed on the National 

Register of Historic Plac~s are 

National Historic Landmarks. To 

date, five relocation camps have 

been designated as National Historic 

Landmarks: Manzanar Relocation 

Center in Galifornia, Rowher 

Relocation Camp Cemetery in 

Arkansas, Granada Relocation 

Center in Colorado,. Tule Lake 

Relocation Center in CalifornIa, and 

Heart Mountain Relocation Center 

in Wyoming. 

In addition, the. National Park 

-Service manages the Manzanar 

National Historic Site and 

Minidoka Internment National 

Monument as units of the National 

Park System .• 
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Kanegai Inducted into Military Intelligence 
Hall of Fame 

The Military Intelligence Corp bestowed its highest 

honor to six Army veterans including the late Maj. 

Yoshio "George" Kanegai at the 20th annual Hall of 

Fame Ceremony June 28. 

Other JA honorees were Col. Harry K. 

Fukuhara, Lt. Col. Richard M. Sakakida, Chief 

Warrant Officer Arthur S. Komori, Mr. Hisashi 

KANEGAI Masuda, Col. John F. Aiso, Lt. Col. Gero Iwai, 

Maj. Kan Tagami, Sgt. 1st Class Harry M. 

Akune and M. Sgt. Roy H. Matsumoto. 

NJAMF Elects New Chairman of the Board 
Dr. Craig Uchida was 'elected chairman of the board for the National 

Japanese American Memorial Foundation. Uchida has been a board member 

since 2000 and has been a member of the NJAMF Executive Committee for 

the past year. He is also the president of the Washington, D.C. JACL chapter. 

and the president of the Justice and Security Strategies, Inc. 

Judge Takasugi Honored with Public Service Award 
Federal Judge Robert M. Takasugi was recently 

awarded with the UCLA Alumni Association 2007 

Public Service Award in a ceremony held on the 

Westwood campus. The award recognized his over 30 

year commitment and service to the courts. 

Takasugi was the first Japanese American appointed 

to the federal bench. 

AAJA To Honor APA Journalists 
The Asian American Journalists Association 

(AAJA) will honor journalist Sam Chu Lin posthu­

mously with a lifetime achievement award at its Aug. 

4 gala scholarship and awards banquet in Miami. 

The award recognizes an individual who has 

demonstrated courage and commitment to the princi­

ples of journalism over the course of a life's work, as 

CHU LIN well as dedication to issues important to the Asian 

American and Pacific Islander community. 

Former Honolulu Star Bulletin owner Chinn Ho will also be honored. 

San Diego JACl Scholarship Program Celebrates 
50th Anniversary 

The San Diego JACL recently celebrated the 50th anniversary of the 

Tetsuden Kashima Memorial Scholarship by honoring this year's top high 

!1chool scholars. Kashima was one of two recipients of $50 when the chapter 

began its scholarship program. 

This year, the chapter awarded two Tetsuyo Kashima Memorial 

Scholarships to Ashley Thkahashi and Shawn Teeter. 

Pictured above: (seated, l-r) Scholarship recipients Amanda Segawa, 

Christine Einerson, Teeter, Takahashi, Lauren Kodama, and Caitlin 

Baker. (Standing, l-r) Linda Kato, Carol Kawamoto, Patty Nakamura, 

Miyo Reff, Robert Ito, Larry Oda, Christina Pierson, David Kawamoto, 

Roy Muraoka, Tom Yanagihara, and Dr. Yuri Kaneda. 

Puyallup Awards $1,500 Scholarship to Sasaki 
The Puyallup Valley )ACL recently awarded its scholarship to Byron 

Sasaki, a senior at Emerald Ridge High School. Sasaki has been named one 

of 20 outstanding seniors. He plans to attend Oregon State University this 
fall .• 

Salt lake, Mt. Olympus Award Scholarships 
The Salt Lake 

and Mt. Olympus 

JACL recently 

honored five out­

standing scholar­

ship recipients. 

The Salt Lake 

JACL scholar-

ship winners 

were Sydney 

Shiba and Jillian Tern Paun. The Mt. Olympus JACL scholarship winners 

were Laney Kawaguchi, Reiko 'furner, Kamauri Yeh. 

Pictured above:. (l-r) Yeh, Paun, Thmer, Shiba and Kawaguchi . • 
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JACL Takes Part in Rally Demanding 
Restoration of Fundamental Freedoms 

The JACL took a stand with fel­

low advocates June 26 as thousands 

from across the country gathered on 

Capitol Hill to demand that 

Congress restore freedoms outlined 

in the constitution. 

The Day of Ac;tion to Restore Law 

and Justice participants delivered 

over 250,000 petition signatures to 

the Hill urging members to return to 

the rule of law by restoring habeas 

corpus and due process, ending tor­

ture in secret prisons and passing the 

Restoring the Constitution Act of 

2007. 

The JACL along with The 

American Civil Liberties Union, 

Amnesty International USA, the 

Leadership Conference on Civil 

Rights, and the National Religious 

Campaign Against Torture, and over 

50 other organizations led more than 

3,000 people in a rally and lobbying 

efforts to Congress. 

"Habeas corpus is a basic right 

guaranteed to us by the 

Constitution," said Floyd Mori, 

JACL national director. "Without it, 

we are in danger of losing liberties 

which make our nation unique in the 

world." 

"What we did · in eliminating 

hflbeas corpus ... that was an action 

driven by fear," 'said Sen. Patrick 

Leahy, D-VT, one of many legisla­

tors who spoke at the rally: '''There 

was '" a thought that by locking up 

tens of thousands of loyal Japanese 

Americans, we'd make ourselves 

safer. We didn't make ourselves 

safer (by doing that); we put a stain 

on America's reputation in the 

world. Let's not do it again." 

Habeas corpus is a legal principle 

which gives prisoners the right to be 

brought before a court so the court 

can determine whether a prisoner is 

being held legally or should be 

released. 

'the Military Commissions Act of 

2006, signed into law on Oct. 17, 

2006, suspends the writ of hflbeas 

corpus for any non-citizen named by 

the President of the United States as • 

an "illegal enemy combatant." 

"A strong message must be sent to 

our lawmakers. Due process and 

hflbeas corpUs are fundamentally 

American principles. We will be 

laboring with our fell0w coalition 

members to ensure that justice and 

the rule of law prevails. We must 

restore respect for the Constitution," 

said Mori .• 

JACL Supports Muslim H.S.· Student 
The 13-year-old was told to 
remove her hijab or reli­
gious scarf by a lunchroom 
supervisor. 

The JACL has issued its support 

of a young Muslim student who is 

seeking a public apology from the 

Monterey Peninsula Unified School 

District. 

The Seaside High School student. 

was confronted by a lunchroom 

supervisor on June 19, who report­

edly shouted and demanded that the 

13-year-old remove her hijab, or 

Islamic head scarf. The student 

broke down in tears as she explained 

to the supervisor that she wore her 

hijab for religious reasons. 

Despite the demands of the super­

visor, the student refused to remove 

her scarf. The incident took place jn 

the school's lunchroom; with over 

100 students witnessing the incident. 

'''The JACL is shocked and 

appalled at the treatment the young 

Seaside High School student 

received at the hands of a summer 

school superyisor," stated National . 

JACL President Larry Oda in a letter 

to Superintendent of Schools Dr. 

Marilyn Shepherd. "We live in a 

diverse community, and it is truly· 

unf<?rtunate that such ignorance 

exists in a school district employee 

who is entrusted with the care of our 

children." 

It was reported that Principal 

Sydney Renwick has agreed to offer 

di~ersity training and said the girl 

received a personal apology. 

However, there was no commitment 

that school officials would apologize 

publicly, a gesture the student's fam­

ily feel is warranted given the public 

humiliation suffered by their daugh­

ter. 

'''The family is asking for an 

acknowledgement and apology at a 

gathering of those students who 

were subjected to the inappropriate 

behavior, and I hope that you take 

the request seriously," added Oda. 

'''The verbal abuse of a student by a 

school employee is unacceptable 

and should be dealt with in the most 

direct and persuasive manner." 

Oda noted that a public apology 

. would help in educating others, 

especially the many students who 

experienced the actions of an 

authority figure on school grounds. 

"Such an apology would reinforce 

the position of the school district that 

it does not tolerate hostile behavior 

by anyone," said Oda. 

"Having been targeted by racial 

prejudice, our members are sensitive 

to the plight of others, and work to 

protect the rights of those who are 

victimized by intolerance. Please do 

the right thing and apologize." • 

Since 1947 

The JACL Health Trust 

To protect you and your family from even the 

common accidents and illnesses the JACL Health 

Trust provides Blue Cross of California health 

insurance coverage. Blue Cross of California has 

been providing health coverage to Californians for 

over 66 years. Blue Cross is committed to keeping 

you connected to quality health care services. 

To learn more about the plan and how to become a 

member please call the JACL Health Trust 

at 1-877-848-4875. 

Has offered Health Care 

Coverage to 

JACL Members 
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CASA LATINA 
(Continued from page 1) 

Stem, executive director of Casa 

Latina. 

Working Out Differences . 

COMMUNTIY/NATIONAL 

S.W~St 

S, ·MWSt 

Casa Latina knew there would be 

opposition. They were vehemently 

opposed in another location in the 

Rainer Valley area. So in 2006, when 

they identified the 2,900-square-foot 

office building on 17th Avenue and 

Jackson Street, they contacted com­

munity leaders, talked with their 

groups and mailed out informational 

post cards. 

II1 

• 
[] 

"We got a lot of support. Over half 

decided to write us letters of sup­

port," said Stem. ''We were very 

excited to move in." 

Legend 
A. Seattle SuddbistTe~le F. Kawabe Memorial House K. Faftl'l Bibl& CIltrch 

8. WiStetia VIeW lo, Income Housing 
C. Japanese CcOfegatlonal Cllurch 
O. Proposed efte of Casa latina 

G. S$attle DoJo 
H. Koyasan Budllist Te~le 
I. Midori Condomirms 

They planned a $3.5 million reno­

vation and received $250,000 from 

the city counciL 

E. KOIIko Kyo Shilto CtK.trch J, Seattle Keiro Nursmg Home 

But then an oppositional petition 

and angry accusations poured in 

from residents, business owners and 

community members who said they 

were not properly informed of Casa 

Latina's intended move. 

Casa Latina's current day labor 

center in Belltown has historically 

been the place to pick up day labor­

ers for the past 60 years. In the morn­

ings, day laborers crowd the streets 

and linger in the surrounding areas. 
The loitering problem is indige­

nous to the Belltown area and not 

Casa Latina, said Stem. Once they 

move to their new location the prob­

lem will not follow. They also have 

plans to prevent it from happening in 

the Central District. 

But some community members 

are not convinced. 

"I'll be very surprised if there isn't 

a loitering problem," said Dale 

Kaku, who attends a Buddhist tem­

ple in the area. 

Kaku, a Nisei, asked city officials 

if loitering persists in the new loca­

tion, would the city get involved or 

cut program funding? "We have to 

deal with it," he said. He doesn't 

oppose Casa Latina's program, but 

he thinks it should be located away 

from residential areas. 

'The Japanese community hap­

pens to be right in the neighborhood, 

you can't blame them for being con­

cerned," said Tsuguo "Ike" Ikeda. 

Different Opinions, 
Not Division 

But above the din came accusa­

tions of anti-immigrant sentiment. 

Terse letters were exchanged in the 

pages of several local Asian Pacific 

American newspapers. Each side 

urged the other to see their points of 

view. 

One columnist compared the 

Mexican immigrant experience to 

the plight of the Issei. 

"It's turned into something com­

pletely different. I didn't expect 

this," said Groves, who maintains 

that the issue is safety. She feels dis­

appointed that those who raised the 

anti-immigrant issue didn't present 

their opinions to the concerned resi­

dents and community members 

before turning to the media. 

But Kip Tokuda, a Sansei, who 

held public office representing the 

Central District, said he heard anti­

immigrant comments at a meeting 

he attended at tlle Japanese 

Congregational Church. The com­

ments didn't sit well with him. 

"If there were anyone group of 

people to understand [discrimina­

tion] it's tlle Japanese American 

community," said Tokuda, who has 

personal ties to the future home of 

Casa Latina. His father once used the 

building for one of his drug stores. 

Is there a divide in the JA commu­

nity? No, but there are differing 

opinions, he said. 

Nisei Cadet Nurse of World War II: 
Patriotism in Spite of Prejudice 

By Thelma Robinson 

JAPANESE VERSION 

COMING IN NOVEMBER 

FronaJapanese-lUnerican 
Internment Camps to the 

U.S. Cadet Nurse Corps. 

This is tlle story of Nisei 

cadet nurses - of tlleir 
experiences in wretched 
camps, of people who risked 

public scorn to support 

Japanese Americans, of prej­

udicial difficulties in enter­

ing nursing schools, and of a 
government tllat reversed its 

policy against a people of 

Japanese descent. 

www.cadetnurse.com 

------------------ORDER FORM: $20.00 + $4.50 sIh 
NAME: ________________________________________ __ 

ADDRESS: ______________________________________ _ 

CITY: __________________ STATE: ________ ZIP: ________ _ 

Mail to: Black Swan Mill Press, 2525 Arapahoe Ave., Suite E4, 

PMB 534, Boulder, CO 80302 

'The Japanese community, just 

like any other community, has differ­

ing opinions and I think anyone who 

. says they speak for the entire com­

munity is ignorant," said Tokuda. 

But fairness is fairness, he said 

about his concern over what he calls 

Casa Latina's initial lack of commu­

nity process. "It needs to cut both 

ways." 

Casa Latina and representatives 

from the community have been 

meeting to air out concerns. The sec­

ond of six meetings on June 24 w.as 

a good start, said Ikeda, who worked 

in social services for over 30 years 

and encourages understanding and 

tolerance by visiting the current 

Casa Latina office. 

"I think everyone looks at us in the 

context of their own experiences," 

said Stem. ''It depends if they think 

their experiences are parallel to the 

Latino immigrant experience or sep­

arate from it." 

The problem is perhaps much 

larger than Casa Latina and its sur­

rounding community. Lately, news 

headlines and immigration reform 

legislation - which died in the 

Senate early June 28 - have made 

the immigrant community a scape­

goat, said Junior Medina, office 

coordinator of the Pomona Day 

Labor Center in the outskirts of Los 

Angeles. 

The center was established in 

1998 because the city of Pomona 

passed an ordinance barring day 

laborers from congregating on the 

streets in an area that historically has 

been known as a day laborer pick-Up 

site. 

A group of professors and advo­

cates decided to start an employment 

center not far from the original pick­

up site to give laborers a safe place to 

find work. Despite its industrial 

location near a freeway and a home 

improvement warehouse, they also 

faced opposition from neighbors. 

'They might have [had] miscon- , 

ceptions that day laborers use drugs 

and get drunk," said Medina. 'That 

was one of the reasons why we 

decided to be in the Pomona 

Christmas Parade - to get the word 

out." 

His advise to Casa Latina is to get 

more involved with the community. 

''Be visible. Let the community 

know [day laborers] are out there 

looking for work not to rob and 

steal," said Medina. 'The bottom 

line is they are here to work to feed 

their fanlliies.". 

The next meetings between Casa 

Latina and Central District repre­

sentatives are slatedfor July 16 and 

Aug. 6. 

For more infonnation: www.casa­

latina.org 
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After Immigration Bill Dies in 
the Senate, APA Groups are 
Calling on the House for Action 
By P.e. and Associated Press 

Asian Pacific American groups 

are expressing disappointment over 

the Senate's failure to pass compre­

hensive immigration reform legisla­

tion June 28. 

Although flawed with provisions 

that failed to address family unifica­

tion, worker protection, due process 

and legalization,- APA leaders, 

including JACL, say immigration 

reform is desperately needed. SB 

1639 would have been the starting 

point. 

'The legislation left much to be 

desired with respect to preserving a 

robust family immigration system 

and protecting due process rights in 

our immigration system," said Rep. 

Mike Honda, chair of the 

Congressional Asian Pacific 

American Caucus (CAPAC). 

"However, many of us in the House 

of Representatives were ready to 

roll up our sleeves, work hard to 

remedy those provisions, and craft 

an acceptable bill. We have been 

denied a great and important oppor­

tunity to honor both the contribu­

tions of immigrants to our country 

and the promise of America." 

The Senate drove a stake through 

tlle comprehensive immigration 

reform legislation by failing to pass 

a cloture motion to limit debate and 

clear the way for final passage of the 

legislation, which critics assailed as 

'offering amnesty to illegal immi­

grants in the United States. The vote 

was 46 to 53 in favor of limiting the 

debate. 

Some senators in both parties said 

the issue is so volatile that Congress 

is unlikely to revisit it later this year 

or next year, when the. presidential 

election will increasingly dominate 

American politics. 

The Senate's inaction affects 

many APAs who are working to 

keep their families together and pur­

sue the American dream. 

Last year a similar immigration 

effort collapsed in Congress, and the 

House of Representatives has not 

bothered with an immigration bill 

this year, awaiting Senate action. 

Voting to allow the bill to proceed 

by ending debate were 33 

Democrats, 12 RepUblicans and 

independent Joe Lieberman. Voting 

to block the bill by not limiting 

debate were 37 RepUblicans, 15 

Democrats and independent 

Bernard Sanders. One senator did 

not vote. 

The bill would have toughened 

border security and instituted a new 

system for weeding out illegal 

immigrants from workplaces. It 

would have created a new guest 

worker program and allowed mil­

lions of illegal immigrants to obtain 

legal status if they briefly returned 

home. 

Some are now calling on the 

House for action on immigration 

reform. 

'This is the moment to create his­

toric change. Congress must deci­

sively step up to the plate and truly 

deliver because immigration reform 

is the key to America's prosperity, 

security and future," said Eun Sook 

Lee, executive director of the 

National Korean American Service 

& Education Consortium .• 

'Salute To Our Veterans' to 
be Held Aboard USS Hornet 

The JACL NCWNP district will 

honor Japanese American veterans 

at a "Salute To Our Veterans" event 

on Aug. 12 aboard the USS Hornet 

Museum in Alameda, Calif. 

A short program will honor the 

men and women who served during 

World War II or the Korean Conflict, 

including the Military Intelligence 

Service (MIS), 100th Infantry 

Battalion and the 442nd Regimental 

Combat Team (100th1442nd), Army 

Nurse Corps, and the Merchant 

Marine. 

Admission includes tours of the 

MIS and 100th1442nd permanent 

exhibit, docent-led tours of the USS 

Hornet, a silent auction, and a bento 

lunch. Visitors will also be able to 

view two screenings of Lane 

Nishikawa's "Only the Brave," a 

film about the 100th1442nd who, 

against overwhelming odds, rescued 

members of the Texas 141st 

Regiment known as the "Lost 

Battalion." 

The 'Salute To Our Veterans' 

event is limited to the first 300 regis-

trants and everyone will need to reg­

ister. Admission for WWII and 

Korean veterans is free. The cost is 

$30 for adults and $20 for children 

age 12 and under. 

To register, include the number of 

adults, children, and veterans in your 

party, and your e-mail address to 

confirm your registration. Send the 

information along with a check 

made payable to NCWNP JACL to 

Milo Yoshino at 71 Aleman Court, 

Walnut Creek, CA 94597-2427. 

The USS Hornet is located at 707 

W. Hornet Ave., Pier 3, Alameda 

Point in Alameda. Parking is free 

and handicap accessible . • 

''Salute To Our Veterans" 

Aug. 12, 10:15 a.m. to.5 p.m. 

USS Hornet Museum, Alameda, 

CA 

Infonnation: 
www.dvjacl.orglnews.htrnl 

For questions: Milo Yoshino, 

925/933-7584 or 

miloyoshi@aol.com 

Emily Teruya, 510/530-7127 or 

chibi500@hotmail.com 
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Cultivating Leaders by Defining Roots 

Peter Yamamura conducts a workshop on JACL history. Blake Honda prepares the mochi during the mochitsuki class. 

MENTORS & MENTOREES: (I-r) Pc. Youth Representative Naomi Oren, actress Nikki Hikari, Rainey Tadehara, Kevin Onishi, 'Farewell to Manazar' author Jeanne Wakatsuki 

Houston, Kiyomi MacDonald, Hillary Nakano, Oak Grove School District Board of Trustee Jeremy Nishihara (standing) Andy Munemoto and Katie Furukawa. 

'I didn't have a 

strong background 

in Japanese 

American culture 

... I'm here to 

change that. ' 

- Greg Kawabata, 

17, of the Eden 

Township JACL 

Gil Asakawa (right), Pacific Citizen editorial board chairper­

son and author of 'Being Japanese American,' shares a 

laugh with youth members. 

JACL 201: (/ -) NCWNP Regiona~ Director Patty Wada, Haruka 

Roudebush c nd MD( Regional Director Bill Yoshino talk JACL 

with Amandr Wake. 
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FOOTBALL 
(Continued from page 1) 

Third International Federation of American Football (IFAF) World 

Championship of American Football July 7-15 in Kawasaki, Japan. 

The Princeton Tiger's outside linebacker, who also finished out his college 

football career last season, was nominated for the IFAF World Championship 

by his head coach. He underwent a rigorous selection process to become the 

only Princetonian and the only Asian Pacific American player on the roster 

to represent the United States. 

"One thing about Brig is that he is very hard working and relentless in his 

pursuit of a goal," said his parents. 

Pacific Citizen: Describe your first experience with football. Was it 
prophetic of the successful football career you would have? 

Brigham Walker: I wouldn't say that I've had any prophetic experiences 

with football, but my earliest 'major' experience came my senior year of high 

school. My team won the league championship in a whirlwind game with 

four changes of leads in the last four minutes. I caught two key passes in the 

wettest and most attended game of our season, including a touchdown and a 

fourth-down Hail Mary. As the game ended and the crowd rushed the field, 

my emotions went on overload. Experiencing this euphoria was the first 

time that I comprehended how all the hard work, dedication, and teamwork 

could converge into one great feeling. 

PC: It seems you've always been a natural athlete. Why football over 
soccer or any other sport you participated in? 

BW: At some point in elementary school I decided that I wanted to eam a 

full-ride college scholarship. Playing sports appeared to be the best route to 

pursue that goal. I started playing football in the eighth grade and realized 

that it is one of the few sports that major recruiting occurred with high school 

teams. So it initially was a fairly arbitrary decision out of convenience, but 

through experiencing the game I came to intrinsically love and respect it. 

PC: Did your parents always encourage your athletic endeavors as 
much as your academics? 

BW: My parents offered my sister and me an incredible amount of support 

in both acadeInic and athletic avenues. I think that it was all part of them try­

ing to raise us with a broad range of great experiences. And between coach­

ing our tearns and ensuring that we were on top of our schoolwork, they tried 

their best to give us a well-rounded, 'total' education. 

PC: Talk about your decision to pass up playing for Oregon State, a 
Pac-lO school, to go to Princeton. Was it a difficult decision? 

"." ~:; .. 

blue. of califofr)ig 

Health PIGlK'ls 
f0f California 

JACL Memoers 
·Call the JACL Health Benefits Administrators at 

1.800.400.6633 

or visit 
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'Obachan (Grandma) mostly cried tears of joy for me, acknowledging that the road wasn't easy. ' 

FAMILY PRIDE: (I-f) Brad, Debbie, Brigham, Obachan and sister Mackenzie Walker. 

BW: It was such a difficult decision for me. After 

choosing football as the sport that I wanted to focus on, 

playing at the highest level and getting my education 

paid for was a high priority. However, going to 

Princeton also felt Like a once in a lifetime opportunity. 

By playing there, I figured that the practical worse case 

scenario would be that I'd graduate from an Ivy League 

institution. 

Two weeks after signing day, Dennis Erickson, the 

then ht<ad coach of the OSU Beavers (the schooL that I 

was most likely to play for) left to coach in the National 

Football League leaving the team's fate up in the air. I 

also ended up having back surgery after my freshman 

year, which wasn't 'good,' but reinforced my faith that 

I'd made the right decision. 

PC: Your career stats continually improved 
through the years at Princeton. What would you say 
was the defining moment of your college football 
career? 

BW: The defining moment of my college football 

career probably was hearing our football alumni presi-

. dent give a speech at my junior fall camp about what we 

players were actually playing for. We weren't playing 

just for the love of the game, or even just for the team, 

but for all those who enabled us to suit up in the first 

place. That includes the aLumni, fans, and importantly, 

the coaches. It was the time that I felt like I was playing 

for their livelihoods more than for my own love of the 

game. 

PC: You helped to lead Princeton to its Ivy League 
championship last season. Your parents and grand­
mother were there at the game. How much did it 
mean to you to have them there? 

BW: Yes, my parents, $ister and grandmother were at 

the title-clinching game. It certainly meant a lot to share 

that experience with them, especially since we're a West 

Coast falnily and it's difficult for them to all come to a 

game in the Northeast. Winning a championship was the 

only real athletic goal that I had had coIning to Princeton 

and to end on such a positive note with family to cele­

brate with was simpLy incredible. 

Obachan (Grandma) mostly cried tears of joy for me, 

acknowledging that the road wasn't easy. 

PC: Is there more pressure to compete at the IFAF 

world championship than at a regular Princeton 
game? 1I0w will you prepare for the game mentally 
and physically? 

BW: It's different. Having no prior in-person experi­

ence with the coaches or players, I feel a bit like an 

incoming college freshman, which is something different 

from how I feLt entering my senior season. I approached 

each game at Princeton wilJ1 the utmost seriousness and 

worked to always play at my peak level, but I do feel 

some added pride and responsibility to do well while 

bearing the USA name. 

PC: This competition will take you to Japan. Have 
you been there before? 

BW: I've never been there. My sister and I had 

actually planned on going to Japan this summer for a 

number of years as she also graduated this spring 

from high school. USA Football has been kind 

enough to let me stay an extra 10 days. During that 

time, my family and I will travel to Kyoto, Kobe, 

Osaka, Hiroshima, and my great-grandparents home­

land of Yamaguchi-Ken. At some point, I'd also love 

to climb Mt. Fuji. 

PC: You've recently graduated with a degree in 
molecular biology. What are your plans . for the 
future? Is football involved? 

BW: Football is not involved with my future plans. 

I'm looking to leverage my molecular biology back­

ground in some capacity in the health field . • 

C.C)INC. I~C)ll IIC)NC)ll, C.C)INC. I~C)ll 
IlllC)I{I~: rrIII~ L1L12 srl'C)llY 

The short-form educational documentary by 
George Toshio Johnston (Rafu Shimpo columnist 

and former Pacific Citizen editor) 

Winner: Selected Work Award, 
2007 Tokyo Video Festival 

Screened at 2006 VC Filmfest 

Those who have seen Going for Honor, Going for Broke say: 

"The DVD is as great as the lOOth Infantry Battalion 

and the 442nd Infantry Regiment. n 

~ stirring, moving testament to a slice of history 

which should never be forgotten. » 

. Bonus Material: This DVD contains the a version of the "Echoes of 

Silence" database compiled by the Americans of Japanese 
Ancestry WWlI Memorial Alliance. 

Running time: 16 mins. 

r---------------------------~ I Please send me "Going for Honor, Going for Broke: The 442 Story" on DVD I 

INAME: ___________________________________ _ 

I I ADDRESS: _________________________________ _ 

I CITY/STATE/ZIP: __________________________ _ 

ITELEPHONE: ______________________________________________________________________ ___ 

I 
$14.99* each' Tax: (Calif., 7.25% per disc; L.A. County 8.25%; 

I Orange County 7.75%; outside Calif. nonapplicable.) Postage & 

I Handling: $5 for 1 disc, $2 each additional disc 

I . Send an email to inquire about bulk orders of 100 or more. Email: g4hg4b@aol.com 

Send and make checks payable to: George Johnston, 

I Po. Box 3442, Santa Monica, CA 90408-3442 

PC 7/6/07 I 

I 
QUANTITY __ @ $14.99 EA.: ___ I 

I 
TAX: ___ 1 

SUBTOTAL:. _ __ I 

I 
SHIPPING:. __ _ 

I 
TOTAL DUE:. _ __ I 

I 

~---------------------------~ 
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MEMOIRS OF A NON-GEISHA 

The Bright Future of JA Youth 

Just this past June, I finally graduated 

from UCLA. At the Asian Pacific 

Islander graduation ceremony, one 

commencement speaker, a UCLA alum 

actively involved with worker rights, 

spoke of the legacy that is bestowed upon 

us young APls who have come this far due 

to the hard work of our parents and com­

munity. 

While she acknowledged the students 

who have already received their letters of 

acceptance from medical school, law 

school and business school, 

she encouraged the unde-

expands my growing knowledge of what it 

means to be an individual of Japanese 

descent in America. 

Such as: Japanese people like their tea to 

be really hot. Non-Japanese people just 

want their tea to taste Asian. Real Japanese 

people eat their miso soup with their chop­

sticks. Non-Japanese people need a freak­

ing soupspoon. Japanese people eat their 

sushi with soy sauce, wasabi and ginger. 

Non-Japanese people eat their sushi with 

soy sauce, wasabi and ginger, but may also 

need a compartmental­

ized, small side dish 

cided seniors in the crowd 

to follow the less financial­

ly certain path of getting 

involved in the community. 

That is, political activist 

work. Non-profit organiza­

tions. Community outreach. 

'Three weeks into my 

job, though, I realize that 

while I feel fortunate to 

with individual spicy 

sauces of various fla­

vors tojazz up their 

sushi palette. 

work in an environment 

where I have to talk 

These are some of 

the valuable things that 

we learn outside of the 

classroom. I wonder if working part­

time at a Japanese-owned 

restaurant can count as 

community outreach. 

Two days after gradua­

tion, I signed my soul to a 

certain, unnamed sushi 

restaurant in West L.A. I 

have officially joined the 

nihongo to people other 

than my parents and eat 

free sashimi five days a 

week, serving platters of 

sushi probably is not my 

Three weeks into my 

job, though, I realize 

that while I feel fortu­

nate to work in an 

environment where I 

have to talk nihongo to 

people other than my lifelong calling. ' 

ranks of struggling actors, 

artists, and recent college graduates with 

useless degrees who work in the seedy 

underbelly of the food service industry to 

financially get by, postpone their impeding 

quarter-life crisis, or all of the above. 

I swear to God, this is a temporary thing. 

My Asian American Studies professors 

would still be proud, though. I have come 

to realize that being a part-time waitress at 

a sushi restaurant allows me to continue 

my ongoing exploration of my JA identity 

even though my undergrad days are long 

over. 

Thanks to my nine years of slacking off 

at a Saturday language school, I have built 

the confidence to communicate in broken 

mother tongue with my fellow Japanese 

co-workers and kiss up to the Japanese 

patrons who give me a cold, soul-shrivel­

ing look when their tea runs out. I now 

know that Santa Monica College has a lot 

of hip, young, Japanese people who moved 

from Japan when they graduated from high 

school and ended up working part-time at 

sushi restaurants. 

My manager, who was born in Japan but 

moved to America over a decade ago to 

study hotel management in college, occa­

sionally drops tidbits of advice that further 

parents and eat free 

sashimi five days a 

week, serving platters of 'sushi probably is 

not my lifelong calling. 

I would like to think that during my four 

years of education at UCLA, I was a good 

Asian American girl. I got involved with 

campus ethnic organizations, participated 

in a community internship in Little Tokyo, 

and took a lot of Asian American Studies 

classes. 

I made a lot of socially conscious, Black 

Lava T-shirt-wearing AA friends who vol­

unteered at the VC Film Fest, rallied for 

Korean immigrant rights and organized 

collegiate conferences for Taiwanese 

Americans. 

Now that I am floating adrift in the real 

world, I question why I did get involved 

with all those activities in college in the 

first place, and whether or not I will even 

continue to do so now. 

I hope I do. I'm just not sure how - at 

least not yet. 

Whatever means I end ~p deciding upon, 

I am almost certain that it wouldn't involve 

coming home every night smelling of soy 

sauce and tempura batter .• 

Yumi Sakugawa recently graduated from 

UCLA. 

COMMENTARY 

A Patriot and Hero 
As 1st Lt. Ehren Watada's second 
court martial approaches, this read­
er encourages the JA community to 
support his position. 

By cmzu IIYAMA 

A second court martial trial for Army 1st Lt. 

Ehren Watada, the first and only commissioned 

officer to publicly refuse 

deployment to Iraq is 

scheduled for July 16. He 

is charged with missing 

troop movement and crit­

icizing the Iraq war. He is 

being persecuted because 

he is challenging the 

morality and legality of 

the war. 

The first trial ended in a mistrial, when the 

military judge, Lt. Col. John Head, ruled that 

Watada had not fully understood a pretrial 

agreement he had signed that would have cut 

his sentence to four years. Watada's attomey at 

the time, Eric Seitz, countered that the judge 

had no grounds for declaring a mistrial: "When 

it's not going well for you, you can't just call a 

mistrial and start all over again." Watada's 

lawyer filed a motion with the Army's Court of 

Appeals based on the double jeopardy argu­

ment. 

Lt. Watada's decision to refuse to go to Iraq 

came after methodical research into the history 

of that country as well as into the facts of the 

war. He concluded that "as someone who has 

sworn an oath to protect our Constitution, our 

values and our principles, to protect the welfare 

and safety of the American people I cannot be 

a part of this war." 

Today, election results and polls show us 

there is a growing number of Americans who' 

are against the war in Iraq. There are over 

3,500 American soldiers killed, thousands 

wounded. And a great number of Iraqi people 

killed, wounded, homeless, and refugees. This 

war has been a disaster. And the president talks 
of an occupation 

days in Tanforan and Topaz. We recalled the 

hectic and chaotic period of the "loyalty oaths." 

And we remembered the division of opinions 

of that period. 

We now consider Fred Korematsu, Gordon 

Hirabayashi, and Min Yasui as heroes, for their 

stand in 1942 to refuse to follow govemmental 

restrictions and orders to detention. They con-

. sidered it racist, and challenged their constitu­

tionality. 

There were some in the Nikkei community 

who denounced them or were unsupportive of 

their actions. Most were unaware of their sig­

nificance. The three men were jailed. 

And in the camps, in February 1943, the loy­

alty oath, questions 27 and 28 brought more 

turmoil. There were some men who volun­

teered for the U.S. Army whose families were 

told they were foolish or wrong. Today, every­

one praises our JA soldiers for their heroism. 

We know their tremendous sacrifices bought us 

a place in American society and helped immea­

surably in the passage of our Redress bill in 

1988. 

And when the draft was instituted in 1944, 

there were some like the Heart Mountain Fair 

Play Committee who resisted the draft on prin­

ciple. Refusal to report for physicals or induc­

tion until their citizenship rights were restored. 

Many served jail sentences. Again, there were 

Nikkei who criticized them. Only recently has 

their stand been acknowledged and appreciat­

ed. 

Which brings us back to 1st Lt. Ehren 

Watada. At a huge personal sacrifice and risk, 

he challenges our country in legal and moral 

terms. Pre-emptive war was repudiated at 

Nurenberg. The Geneva Conventions, ratified 

by the U.S. Senate, protects soldiers from being 

forced to commit heinous acts. And the U.S. 

Constitution includes treaties as part of the law 

of our land. 

We believe that 1st Lt. Ehren Watada is a 

patriot and a hero. We hope that Nikkei see that 

his is a courageous act. Support 1st Lt. Ehren 

Watada! • 

Chizu Iiyama resides in El Cerrito, Calif. 

Opinions expressed here do not necessarily 

reflect the opinions of the Pacific Citizen. 

which can last for 

years. 

The past few 

weeks, the 
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J a p a' n e s e 

American com­

munity in the San 

Francisco area 

has paid tribute to 

the bravery of the 

veterans of the 

442nd and the 

MIS. We have 

noted the forbear-

ance and courage 

of the people who 

were intemed in 

camps during 

World War II as 

we relived ,those 

National business and Professional Directory 

Your business card in each issue for 22 issues is $15 per line, three-line minimum. Larger type (12 pt.) COUIlts 
as two lines. Logo same as line rate as required. P.C. has made no determination that the businesses rlSted 
in this directory are licensed by proper govemnient authority. 

Sacramento, Calif. ~ 

NAMBA LAW OFFICES 

Curtis R. Namba 
Personal Injury 

Small Business 
NambaLaw@aol.com 

(916) 922-6300 

Greater Los Angeles 

Dr. Darlyne Fujimoto, 
Optometrist & Associates 

A Professional Corporation 
11420 E. South St, Cerritos, CA 90703 

(562) 860·1339 

Howard Igasaki, D.D.S., Inc. 

Alan Igasaki, D.D.S. 
Dental Implants I General 

22850 Crenshaw Blvd., Ste. 102 
Torrance, CA 90505 

(310) 534-8282 

Oakland, Calif. 

KITAZAWA SEED CO. 
SINCE 1917 

The Asian Vegetable Seed Source for 
Gardeners, Retailers, Growers 

Request a Catalog 

P.O. Box 13220 Oakland, CA 94661·3220 

ph: 5101595·1188 Ix: 5101595·1880 
knaseed@pacbell.net knazawasee<i.com 

Phoenix, Ariz. 

Kaoru 000 

'WiiWit:.·, 
EXITQRJ;AI;ry 

Dir: (623) 521-5800 

Fx:(623) 877-2225 

kono@cbsuccess.com 
2400 W. Dunlap Ave., Suite 100 

Phoenix, AZ 85021 

...... i Seattle, 'Wash. 

D/()N'r YOu SEE 
THE SIGN? CHEF 
SAKAI'S AAKING 

Cambridge Dental Care 

Scott Nishizaka D.D.S. 
Family Dentistry & Orthodontics 

900 E. Katella, Suite A 

Orange, CA 92867 • (714) 538-2811 
www.cambridgedentalcare.com 

LAW OFFICES OF 

SEI SHIMOGUCm 

UWAJIMAYA 
... Always in good tastt. ....... 

. i -Pf«)HE ft4AI«(-ZUSUI' • General Civil Practice 
Estate Planning, Personal Injury 

So. Cal. (310) 862-4024 
No. Cal. (415) 462-0428 

shimoguchi@sbcglobal.net 

DAVID W. EGAWA, Lawyer 
Inunigriltion, Criminal 

& Regulatory Law 

30 N. Raymond Ave, Suite #409, Pasadena, CA 91103 

(626) 792-8417 

6003 Scashore Drive, Newport Beach, CA 92663 

(949) 646-2138 

c: (949) 903-4142 

-
For the Best of 

Everything Asian 

Fresh Produce, Meat, 

Seafood and Groceries 

A vast selection of 

Gift Ware 

Seattle, WA· (206) 624-6248 

Bellevue, WA • (425) 747-9012 
Beaverton, OR • (503) 643-4512 
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. From 'Jump Street'to 'Finishing the Game' 

Sept. 2 

Sept. 26 

Oct. 8 

Oct. 15 

Oct. 29 

Nov. 7 

Feb.9 

Mar.3 

Mar. 17 

Apr.14 

May6 

June 15 

June 30 

July 19 

Sept. 3 

Sept. 27 

KOKUSAI-PACIFICA 
2007 TOURS 

Greece!furkey Celebrity Cruise - SOLD OUT 

Autumn in New England - $1995 _. Boston - Maine & New 

Hampshire. 

Hokkaidolfohoku - $3895 - Sapporo - Sounkyo Gorge -

Sahoro - Ainu Village - Hakodate - Aomori - Towada -

Hachimantai - Matsushima Bay - Sendai - Tokyo. 

Uranihon "Otherside of Japan" - $3795 - Tokyo - Japan 

Sea - Sado Island - Kanazawa - Amanohashidate - Kinosaki -

Matsue - Izumo Taisha - Mt. Daisen - Kyoto. 

Japan Classic ''Fall Foliage" $3595 - Tokyo - Takayama -

Nara - Kobe - Takahashi - Isle of Miyajima - Hiroshima -

Inland Sea Cruise - Shodo Island - Kyoto. 

OkinawalKyushulShikoku - $3995 - 3 Days Okinawa, 

Kyushu - Kuratsu - Nagasaki - Kumamoto - Beppu, Shikoku 

- Ashizuri - Kochi - Takamatsu - Osaka. 

Preview of 2008 

Tahiti Cruise ''Paul Gauguin" - 7 Days - From $3394. 

Italian Vistas - 13 Days - "All of Italy" ~ $3395. 

China - 11 Days - $2695 - Beijing - Xian - Guiling -

Shanghai 

Japan Classic "Cherry Blossoms" 11 Days - $3595 - Tokyo 

- Takayama - Nara - Maiko - Okayama - Takahashi 

Miyajima - Hiroshipla - Shodo Island - Kyoto. 

New Japan ''OtT the Beaten Track" 11 Days - $3795 -
Fukuoka - Hirado - Amakusa - Kokura - Kushimoto - Nagoya 

- Lake Kawaguchi - Mt. Fuji - Shimoda - Tokyo. 

New Zealand & Australia - 15 Days - $4295 - Queenstown 

Christchurch - Melbourne - Sydney - Cairns - Reef. 

Alaska "Inside Passage Cruise" 7 Days - From $1593 -
Minisuite $2373 - VAncouver - Ketchikan - Juneau - Sawyer 

Glacier ~ Skagway &Vancouver - NCL. 

Summer Japan Classic ''Family Tour" 10 Days - $3195 
Child $2895 - Tokyo - Takayama - Nara - Maiko - Okayama -

Takahashi - Miyajima - Hiroshima- Shodolsland - Kyoto. 

Normandy to Paris River Cruise 8 Days - From $3278 -
Discounts - Full payment by 7/31107 = $500 by 10/3/07 = 
$350 and by 12119/07 = $250 ~ VIKING. 

Scandinavia & Russia Cruise - 15 Days - From $3051 -
Minisuite $3661 - London - Copenhagen - Tallinn - St. 

Petersburg - Helsinki - Stockholm - Oslo - London - NCL. 

NYC - Boston - Nova Scotia - Canada - Prince Edward 

lsi. Cruise - 12 Days - From $1976 - Minisuite $2656 - NCL. 

More to Come in 2008 

''Early Bird savings - call for new 2007 brOChure" 

INCLUDES - flights, porterage, hotels, sightseeing & MOST MEALS. 

KOKUSAI INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL, INC. 
4911 Warner Ave., Suite 221, Huntington Beach, CA 92649 

714/840-0455 - FAX 714/840-0457 [1006444-10] 
a . • 0 ' _ .... ...... . ....... -......... .. 

Is Dustin Nguyen (gulp) 
experiencing a comeback? 

By LYNDA LIN 

Assistant Editor 

It seems like only yesterday that 

Dustin Nguyen fought crime with his 

gravity defying hair on ''21 Jump 

Street." 

Has it really been 16 years? 

"Ab, the Duran Duran hair!" said 

Nguyen with a laugh from his Los 

Angeles, Calif. home. 

Now 45, Nguyen's career biogra­

phies are often accompanied with 

adjectives like "veteran" and "sea­

soned." Yet he's still most rec<;>gnized 

for his four-year stint as Harry Aoki, 

an undercover police officer who 

infiltrated the hearts of teenage girls 

all over the world alongside co-star 

Johnny Depp. 

And it seems Nguyen's fans are 

renewable resources - younger gen­

erations of viewers are getting intro­

duced to his television characters on 

"21 Jump Street" and "V.I.P." 

through DVDs and international syn­

dication. 

"Sometimes I feel like I'm on can­

did camera. People come up to me 

and I think, 'you still remember?' It's 

flattering but strange." 

Overcoming Tragedy 
He calls his relationship with wife 

Angela Rockwood-Nguyen a 

"movie cliche." There he was an 

actor in his prime, training at a local 

gym and across the room was a 

woman with a martial arts back­

ground who was training just as ha,rd. 

They were introduced by a mutual 

friend and the attraction was undeni­

able. 

"It was one of those things that sort 

of happened," he said. "I wasn't par­

ticularly looking to settle down, but 

. there she was." 

Rockwood-Nguyen auditioned 

and won a role on "VI.P" and they 

started planning a dream wedding in 

2001. But if this were truly a movie, 

some foreshadowing would've given 

them clues about what was about to 

happen. 

On Sept. 4, 2001- months before 

their wedding - Rockwood­

Nguyen was on her way home from 

San Francisco with two friends when 

the car flipped five times and 

snapped her neck. At their Los 

Angeles home, the hollow sound of 

the phone ringing in the middle of the 

night delivered the bad news -;- she 

was a quadriplegic. 

"It was quite surreal. I got in the 

car and drove up there in three hours. 

I was in a state of panic. In a split sec­

ond your life changes," Nguyen said. 

They never had their wedding. It 

took a back seat. But the tragedy has 

become their platform for activism. 

They're both spokespersons for the 

Christopher Reeves Foundation and 

proponents of the stem cell research 

bill, which recently suffered another 

defeat with another veto from 

President George W Bush. 

"We' re surrounded by people who 

would benefit from [stem cell 

research]. It's frustrating. Decisions 

are being made with little knowledge 

of the subject matter. I don't think the 

president is very educated about this 

particular field and the public is 

being misguided," he said. 

The couple is also passionate 

about bringing awareneSs to the 

Asian Pacific American communi­

ties through their work with the 

Paralysis Resource Center's 

Minority Communities Outreach 

Campaign. 

"I think Asian culture as a whole 

perceives paralysis as a source of 

shame. They tend to keep it internal. 

It's a grave mistake. I'm not sure you 

should run around flaunting your 

own pain, but suffering in silence and 

solitude is not the answer. 

"Part of our job is to break through 

taboos," he said. 

Becoming a 'Rebel' 
Creativity has blossomed for 

Nguyen in the past year. Coming off 

a critical success of playing a heroin 

addict in "Little Fish," Nguyen 

returned to his birth country of 

Vietnam for the first time since 

escaping the war torn country to film 
' ''The Rebel." 

The action-packed feature length 

film set in 1920s Vietnam 

(Top, I-r) Dustin and Johnny 

Depp in '21 Jump Street,' with 

Cate Blanchett in 'Little Fish' and 

as Troy Poon in 'Finishing the 
Game.' 

(Above) Dustin with his wife 

Angela. 

return to a country. I wouldn't have 

had the access that I did if I had trav­

eled alone," he said. 

'''The Rebel" premiered last month 

in Vietnam and is a runaway hit. It's 

also been sweeping up awards in the 

American film festival circuit. 

Nguyen also stars as Troy Poon­

the real actor who turns his nose up at 

playing Bruce Lee's body double for 

a more dignified career selling vacu­

um cleaners - in Justin Lin's 

"Finishing the Game," whieh has 

recently been picked up for theatrical 

release. 

He is also currently filming a hor­

ror flick called "A Gauntlet" and pen­

ning a complex follow-up film in the 

similar genre of 'The Rebel." 

"It will be a dark character fable 

that explores the role of a man in 

society," said Nguyen. 

But the million-dollar question is: 

will there be a ''21 Jump Street" 

reunion? 

"I doubt it!" he laughed. He ran 

into Depp two years ago at the 

Toronto Film Festival where they 

swapped family pictures and talked 

about old times.' "We hmghed about 

[a reunion]. It's. not going to happen, 

at least not with us." • 

during French 

Colonialism was shot 

entirely in Vietnam on the 

northern border under the 

constant scrutiny of the 

local media. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

"It changed my life in a 

lot of ways. You couldn' t 

ask for a better way to 

www.therebelmovie.com. 
www.myspace.comlfinishingthegame. i 
www.myspace.com/dustintringuyen. 
www.myspace.com/ange.arockwood~ 

nguyen, 
www.paralysis.org 

SECRET ASIAN MANTM By Tak tak@secretasianman.com • www.secretasianman.com • C2007 Tak Toyoshima 
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Calendar 
National 
TUKWILA, Wash. 

July 26-29-"Changing Faces -
Transforming Communities" PNW­

IDC JACL Bi-District Conference; 

registration $160 if received by July 
12, $50/youth 25 and under; · events 

include a welcome mixer, recognition 

luncheon, workshops, networking 

luncheon and awards dinner; Best 
Western River's Edge, 15901 W. 

Valley l lwy., 800/544-9863; mention 

JACL Bi-District Conference to 

receive the room rate of $99 plus tax. 

Info: Elaine Akagi, pnwgov@jacl.org. 

WASIllNGTON, D.C. 

Aug. 9-12-"Partnerships, Per­

spectives, and Policy" EDCIMDC 

JACL Bi-District Conference; registra­

tion is $160; events include a welcome 

reception, workshops and banquet; 

Washington Hilton Hotel, 1935 

Connecticut Ave, NW, 2021483-3000; 

mention JACI/District Conference for 

$163/single bed, $183/two beds. Info: 

. 773n28-7170. 

Wed., Sept 12--Gala Dinner, "A 

Salute to Champions Gala Dinner"; 

J. W. Marriott Hotel; $2oo/person, 
$2,000/table of 10; honorees will be 

given awards for their work in champi­

oning the goals and efforts of the civil 
. rights community; proceeds will help 

fund a Sen. Daniel Inouye Fellowship. 
Info: 2021223-1240 or dc@jacl.org. 

East 
MEDFORD, Mass. 

Sun., July IS-Performance, "Jokes 

and Juggling in July: Rakugo ad 

DaikaguraArtists from Japan"; 3 p.m.; 

Tufts University, Bamum B:all1 Room 
8, 163 Packard Ave.; hear humorous 

Japanese stories and see amazing' feats 

of traditional Japanese juggling. For 

reservations, 617/973-9772 x122. 

NEW YORK 

Wed., July 2S-Film screening, 
"Officer Tsukamoto"; 8:30 p.m.; Asia 

Society, 725 Park Ave.; film is about 

Ron Tsukamoto, one of the first Asian­

American police officers in the coun­

try who was shot and killed in 

Berkeley, Calif.; tickets are $10 or $8 

for Cinevisionlstudentslseniors. Info: 
www.offertsukamoto.com. 

PHILADELPIllA 

Through-Sept 9-Exhibition, 

Dragons & Fairies: Exploring 

Vietnam Through Folktales; Please 

Touch Museum, The Children's 

Museum of Philadelphia; exhibit pro­

vides a wealth of hands-on, interactive 

learning about the daily experiences . 

and culture of the Vietnamese people. 

Info: www.pleasetouchmuseum.o~. 

IVIdwest 
CmCAGO 

Thurs., July 12-16th Annual 

Chicago JACL Golf Toumament; 9:30 

a.m.; Pinecrest, Algonquin Road, 
Huntley, ill.; $80 fee includes cart, 

prizes, lunch and soft drinks; open to 
. the first 40 registrants. Info: 773n28-

7170. 

CINCINNATI 

Sun., Aug. 19-Annual JACL Potluck 

Dinner; 4 p.m.; Hyde Park Bethlehem 

Church, 3799 Hyde Park Ave.; bring a 

covered dish to serve 8 persons; featur­
ing surni-e artist Setsuko LeCroixand 

the Sakura Ladies Chorus. 

CLEVELAND 

Sat, July 14-0bon Festival; 7:30 
p.m.; Cleveland Buddhist Temple, cor­

ner of Euclid Ave. and East 214th St.; 

also featuring a taiko performance by 
JACL's leho DaikolMame Daiko. 

Info: 216/692-1509. 

Sun., July 29-2007 JACL and CJAF 
Graduation Celebration and 

Scholarship Luncheon; 12:30 p.m.; 

Shinano Restaurant, 5222 Wilson 

Mills Rd., Richmond Heights; 

$ 181person, $15/students; RSVP by 

July 25. RSVP: Keith Asamoto, 
216/921-2976, kasamotojacl@ 

yahoo.com or Aiko Ebihara, 44On75-

4435, raebihara@aol.com. 

Sun. Aug. 2~2oo7 Community 

Picnic; 10-6 p.m.; Brushwood Shelter, 

Fumace Run, Summit County Metro 
Park; enjoy food, games, taiko and 

relaxation. 

EDINA, Minn. 

Sun., July 22-Twin Cities JACL 

Summer Picnic; noon-4 p.m.; Rosland 

Park, 4300 W. 66th St.; enjoy food, 
children's games, bingo and fun. 

RSVP by July 20 to Lisa Shakerin with 

number of attendees and ages of chil­
dren, 763/537-6829 or 

mincksO 1 @aol.com; bring a salad, 

side dish or dessert to share. 

WEST CARROLLTON, Ohio 

Sun., July 29-JACL Annual 

Summer Picnic; 2-6 p.m.; Wilson 

Park; enjoy food, music and games for 

kids and adults; JACL will provide 

water, lemonade, watermelon, ham­

burgers, vegeburgers, hot dogs and 

paper goods; bring a covered dish, 

salad or dessert; Info: Jane Katusyama, 

937/470-4867. 

Pacif"1C Northwest 
OLYMPM , 
Sat, Aug. 18-0lympia Bon Odori; 

7-9 p.m., food booth opens at 5 p.rn.; 

obon takes place at Water St. and 

Legion St.; obon practice is Aug. 17 at 

the Olympia Community Center, 222 

Columbia St. NW. Info: Bob 
Nakamura, 360/556-7562. 

PORTLAND 

Through-Aug. 12-Exhibifion, The 
Art of Jimmy Mirikitani; Tues. -Sat. 11-

3 p.m., Sun. 12-3 p.rn.; Oregon Nikkei 

Legacy Center, 121 NW Second Ave.; 

a poignant exploration of the lasting 
impacts of war and discrimination and 

the healing power of creativity; $3 

donation, free to members of ONLC. 

Info: www.oregonnikkei.org. 

Northern Califorria 
MANZAN~ 

Through Aug. S-Manzanar Art 

Show by Artists-in-Residence; 

Manzanar National Historic Site; 

Jamie and Melissa Poulsen spent last 

summer painting and writing poetry 

inspired by Manzanar and those works 

are now on display at the Interpretive 

Center; Interpretive Center is open 9-

5:30 p.rn. Info: 760/878-2194, ext. 

2710 or www.nps.gov/manz. 
PALO ALTO 

July 2O-22-Exhibition, "I Bow to 
You" featuring Buddhist Sculptures by 

Thomas Matsuda; Palo Alto Buddhist 

Temple, 2751 Louis Rd.; 10-5 p.m.; 

July 20, 7-9 p.m. opening reception; 
July 21,11-noon, slide presentation of 

contemporary work, 1-4:30 p.m. 

"Creating Jizos in Clay" workshop; 

July 22, 10 a.m. service followed by a 
Buddhist sculpture carving demonstra­

tion. Info: 650/856-0123 

SAN FRANCISCO 

July 24-31, Aug. 2-S-Exhibition, 

"I Bow to You" featuring Buddhist 

Sculptures by Thomas Matsuda; 
Dentoh Gallery (July 24-31), 1737 

Post St., #365; hours: Sun.-Thurs. 

10-6 p.m., Fri.-Sat. 10-7 p.m.; San 
Francisco Zen Center (Aug. 2-5), 

300 Page St.; hours vary; exhibition 

features recent Buddhist sculptures. 

Info: Dentoh Gallery, 415/359-

9570, San Francisco Zen Center, 

415/863-3136. 

Through Sept 9-Exhibition featur­

ing the works of Osamu Tezuka, cre­

ator of Astro Boy; Tues.-Sun. 10-5 

p.rn.; Asian Art Musuem, 200 Larkin 
St.; exhibition features more than 200 

'I Bow to You' features 
Buddhist sculptures by 
Thomas Matsuda. Catch a 
glimpse of some of his 
recent work as well as a 
sculpting demonstration 
this month in Palo Alto and 
San Francisco. 

works including original drawings, 

covers, and poster; exJ!ibition will be" 

the only one in the United States; 

$l21adults, $81seniors, $7/youth l3-17, 

free for children under 12. Info: 

415/581-3500 or www.asianart.org. 

SARATOGA 
Sat, Aug. 18--West Valley JACL's 30 

Annual Darurna Festival; 9:30-4 p.m.; 
. -Saratoga Community Center, 19655 

Allendale Ave.; featuring arts and 

crafts, food, raffle priZes, children's 

activities and more; free and open to 
the pUblic. Info: www.daruma­

festival.org or 408/253-0458. 

Central Caiforria 
HANFORD 

. Through July 31-Exhibit, The 

Exploration of Unseen Worlds: 

Imagim~tion as Reality in Japanese Art; 
1-5 p.m. Tues.-Sat.; The Ruth and 

Sherman Lee Institute for Japanese 

Art, 15770 Tenth Ave.; $5/adults, 

$3/students, members and children 

under 12 are free. Info: 559/582-4915 

or www.shermanleeinstitute.org. 

Southern Caiforria 
LOS ANGELES 

July 12, 26, Aug. 2, 9-JANM's 1st 

and Central Summer Concert Series; 

National Museum Plaza, 369 E. 1st St.; 

July i2 Southern California Ukulele 

Showcase featuring Daniel Ho, Herb 

Ohta Jr. and more; July 26 San Jose 

Taiko; Aug. 2 Ricardo Lemvo & 

Maklna Loca; Aug. 9 To Alice with 

Love: Celebrating the Music of Alice 

Coltrane. Info: www.janm.org. 

Hawai 
HONOLULU 
Sat, July 21-Book Launch, "First 

Among Nisei: The Life and Writings 

of· Masaji Marumoto"; Japanese 

Cultural Center of Hawai'i, First 

Floor, Teruya Courtyard; the book tells 
Marumoto's life story that encom­

passses many key events of 20th cen­

tury Hawaii history. .Info: 808/945-
7633 or www.jcch.com. 

Nevada 
. LAS VEGAS 

Sept. 17-19-Manzanar High 

School Reunion featuring the Clubs 

of Manzanar; California Hotel; any­

one with photos, club rosters or 

emblems are asked to contact Sam 

Ono, 310/327-5568. Info: Sus loki, 

3101202-9199, sioki@comcast.net, 

Henry Nakano, 714/871-8178 or 

Victor Muraoka, 818/368-4113, 
v.Muraoka@verizon.net. 

Nov. 6-7-All-Minidoka Reunion; 

Golden Nugget Hotel. Info: Tak 

Todo, 206/362-8195 or 

tjtodo@aol.com. 

Brazl 
SAO PAULO 

July 18-21-COPANI XIV, PANA 

Convention; Hotel . Blue Tree 
Convention Ibirapuera; registra­

tion $300, golf tournament $200; 

hotel rates: Blue Tree Convention 

Hotd Ibirapuera, $82/single, 

$94/double or Hotel Nikkey 

Palace, $57/single, $68/double. 

Info: Arturo Yoshimoto, 
panausa@usa.net; JACL contact, 

Lillian Kimura, lckimura@att.net; 

overseas registrants, Prof. Ii-sei 
Watanabe, watanabe@icb.usp.br. 

• 
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LImE TOKYO 
Saturday, July 21 
gAM 10 11AM 

JACCC 
244 S. San Pedro SI. 

ML 5.00% Federal & State 
Tax Free Income!! 

Inyestment Securities ' 

Temecula Valley California . 

Unified School District Special Tax 
Non-Rated, Book Entry 

Priced at 100.00 

Maturity: 9/1/2036 

Yield: 5.00% 
Callable: 9/1/2007 at 102.00, YTC: 15.661 % or 

Second Call: 911/2016 at 100.00, YTC: 5.000% 

Contact Jason Kakimoto at 

1(800)765-2220 
Securities offered are subject to prior sale and I or change in price. These bonds 
are not subject to Alternative Minimum Tax. Bonds liquidated prior to maturity 
are subject to price fluctuations and you may receiv!: more or less that you origi-

nally paid. Bond prices generally decrease as interest rates rise. 

Kosakura Tours & Travel Presents: 
2007 Escorted Tours & Cruises 

Aug. 8 

Aug. 16 

Sept. 6 

Oct. 5 
Oct.i8 

Nov. 8 

Dec. 2 

Alpine resorts & Rails: France, Italy & Switzerland 
Romantic Danube: Budapest to Prague (SOLD OUT) 

Northern Japan: Hokkaido & Tohoku 

Korea Highlights & K-Drama "HALLYU" Tour 

Autumn Highlights of Japan 

Islands of "Okinawa & Kyushu" Japan 
Exotic Vietnam & Angkor Wat 

We will be glad to send you a detailed brochure! 

We also sell: 
International & Domestic Air Tickets including ANA, JAL, UAL 

Japan & Euro Rail Pass, Hotels, Car Rental, and Cruises 

Packages to any destination around the world! 

K0sakura Tours and Travel 
4415 Cowell Road, Suite 110, Concord, CA 94518 

Tel: (925) 687-4995, Calif. Toll Free 1-800-858-2882 

(fme:rican HotidQ\{ 1favel 
2007 Tour Program 

ALASKA HoLIDAY CRUISE . .... .. ....... " ...... . . . .. . . .. . . JUL 28-AUG 4 
Seattle, Hubbard Glacier, Sijka, Kethcikan, Victoria, B.C. HOLLAND AMERICA· Oosterdam. 

AFRICA WILDLIFE SAFARI HOLIDAY TOUR NEW DATE .......... _ .AUG 8-20 
Nairobi, Amboseli Park, Mount Kenya Park, Samburu Reserve, Lake Nakuru Park 

Masai Mara Reserve. Guaranteed to see many wildlife. 

SAN FRANCISCO-NAPA VALLEY-LAKE TAHOE HOLIDAYTOUR .. DCT 10-16 
NEW DATES 

San Francisco, Napa Valley, Wine Train, Sacramento, Sierra Nevada Rail 

Reno, Lake Tahoe, Dinner Cruise on Lake Tahoe. 

OKINAWA-KYUSHU HOLIDAY TOUR. _ ............. . ... . ........ . . .. OCT 11-24 
Naha, Beach Resort, lbusuki, Kagoshima, Kirishima Onsen, Miyazaki 

Kumamoto, Nagasaki, Fukuoka. 

SOUTH AMERICA PATAGONIA HOLIDAY TOUR .... . .......... . .. NOV 9-26 
Buenos Aires, Trelew, Ushuaia, Calafate, Torres del Paine, Punta Arenas, 

Puerto Montt, Lake Crossing, Bariloche, Santiago. Meet local Nikkeis. Extension to Peru_ 

2008 Tour Preview 
PANAMA CANAUCARIBBEAN HOLIDAY CRUISE . .. . ............ JAN 11-22 

HOKKAIDO SNOW FESTIVAL TOUR .......... . ..... . . " . ........ FEB 3-11 

BRANSONIMEMPHISINASHVILLE HOLIDAY TOUR ........... MAR 26-APR 3 

JAPAN SPRING HOLIDAYTOUR .. .. . . .. . .. . ..... .. ... ... . .. .. . .. .. MAR 

NEW YORK CITYILAKE COUNTRY HOLIDAY TOUR . .... .. ... .. . .. . . .. MAY 

GRANDPARENTS/GRANDCHILDREN JAPAN TOUR .. . ... ... . . . .. . . . . JUNE 

CANADIAN ROCKIES TRAINNANCOUVER HOLIDAYTOUR . . .. ...... .. AUG 

WESTERN MEDITERRANEAN HOLIDAY CRUISE .... . ... .. . .. . ....... SEP 

HOKKAIDO-TOHOKU HOLIDAY TOUR . . .......... . .. . ......... . .. .. OCT 

AUSTRALIA-NEW ZEALAND HOLIDAY TOUR ..... . . ... .. .. . ......... NOV 

EXOTIC SOUTHERN CARIBBEAN HOLIDAY CRUISE ..... . . .. ...... ... NOV 

We can also assist you with: 
Low-cost airfares to Japan, Japan Individual Tour arrangements, 

Japan Railpass, Hotels, Cars, Cruises, Hawaii arrangements, 
Individual Tour Packages, Organizations/Clubs/Family 

group tours and cruises. 
For information and reservations, please write or call to: 

AMERICAN HOLIDAY TRAVEL 
312 E. 1 ST ST., #510, Los Angeles, CA 90012 

Tel: (213) 625-2232; Fax: (213) 625-4347 
. Ernest & Carol Hida 

CST #2000326-10 
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In Memoriam - 2007 I 
All the towns are in California except as noted. 

Fujimura, Kiyoko, 83, 

Cleveland, Ohio; survived by hus­

band, Shigeru; daughters, Lynn 

(David) Sosalla, Elaine (Anthony) 

Fujimura and Sandy (Bobby) 

Ferreri; 3 gc.; sisters, Fbi (Sho) 

Wakagawa and To (Tad) Kuga; and 

brother, Mas (Sachi) Sakoi. 

This compilation appears on a space­
available basis at no cost. Printed obit­
uaries from your newspaper are wel­
come. "Death Notices, n which appear 
in a timely manner at request of the 
family or funeral director, are published 
at the rate of $20 per column inch. Text 
is reworded as necessary. 

Furuyama, William M. ''Bill,'' 
87, Blue Island, m., May 31; wwn 
veteran, 442nd RCT, K Co.; sur­

vived by sister, Helen (George) 

Yoshida; and brother, Charles 

(Mary). 

Kadani, Gary T., 91, San 

Francisco, May 14; wwn veteran, 

MIS; survived by wife, Terry; 

daughter, Susan (Mike) Kiyoi; son, 

Stan (Barbara Noguchi); 3 gc.; 1 

ggc.; and sisters, Peggy Katai and 

Alice Shiroma. 

Kagawa, William, 88, Webster, 

Tex., June 7; survived by sisters, 

Nina Kagawa, Martha Griffith and 

Ginger Watanabe. 

Kanno, Stanley T., 85, S. Euclid, 

Ohio, April 21; wwn veteran, 

442nd; survived by wife, Mae; 

daughters, Kathleen Federico and 

Trudy (David) Christopher; sons, 

Stanley (Gloria), Dr. Ivan, and 

Kenneth; 6 gc.; and 6 ggc. 

Kohatsu, George, 78, Poway, 

April 1; survived by wife, Gladys; 

son, Paul (Cindy); daughters, Karen 

(Stanford) Yee, Stephanie, Lauren 

(Dean) Chang and Claire (Eric) 

Kohatsu Bauman; 11 gc.; brother, 

Takeshi (Margie); and sisters, Mitzi 

and Aiko Kohatsu. 

Koide, Henry Shigeo, 87, San 

Diego, June 12; survived by wife, 

Grace; sons, Mark, Jon and Brian 

(Melissa); daughter, Lisa (Mark) 

Halverson; brothers, Hiroshi 

(Teruko), Minoru (Amy)' and Frank 

(Janet); sister, Tami (Frank) 

Kinoshita; and 4 gc. 

Kono, Lillian, May 28; survived 

by husband, Nobuo; son, Grant; 

daughter, Marlene; and sisters, 

. Reiko Uyeda and Kiyoko 

Matsubara. 

Morioka, Fred, 93, Cincinnati, 

Ohio, June 20; survived by wife, 

Toki; son, Gordon; 1 gc.; and sister, 

May Okamoto. 

Murakami, Takeshi Denny, 66, 

San Jose, June 6; survived by wife, 

Carla; daughter, Nichole; and broth­

ers, Bob (Sally), Ray (Reiko) and 

George (Judy). 

Nakanishi, Hideo, 76, May 29; 

survived by sons, Eric (Alison) and 

Everett; 5 gc.; brothers, George, 

Matsuo and Shigeo; and sisters, Yuki 

and Sue. 

Nitta, Miye, 84, Los Angeles, ' 

May 15; survived by brothers, 

Keiichi (May) and Reiji. 

Suda, George M., 91, Fresno, 

Mar. 21; survived by wife, Sumi; 

daughters, Diane and Arlene; son, 

Steven; and 2 gc. 

Sugimoto, Dan Shigeru, 93, 

Culver City, Mar. 16; survived by 

wife, Anna; sons, Brian, Norman 

(Rebecca) and Craig; daughter, 

Lynne (Stanley) Ogi; 5 gc.; and 1 

ggc. 

Tadano, William Katsuo, 63, 

Phoenix, Ariz., May 5; survived by 

wife, Margie; children, Chris and 

Corrie; and 3 gc. 

Yamada, Constance "Connie" 

Miyoko, 85, Lodi, June 24; survived 

by sons, 

Gerald 

(Nancy) and 

Ken n y 

(Millie); 

daughter, 

Linda (Scott) 

Davis; 6 gc.; 2 

ggc.; and sis-

ters, Grace (Kern) Kono and Doris 

(Bill) Taketa .• 

JACLVOUTH 
(Continued from page 1) 

Award and an ACLU Civil Liberties 

Award. 

'These awards are good ways to 

consider where you fit in the whole 

flow of history. This is another gen­

eration who is going to write their 

own history," said Minami, who 

added that the Facebook and iPhone­

loving generation is a little bit of a 

mystery. But they share common 

ground in their commitment to social 

justice. 

It's this commonality that bridges 

the generations. 

The Gardena, Calif.-native was 

always busy playing sports growing 

up, but his socially progressive par­

ents instilled lessons of civil rights 

and equality. His father helped form 

the JACL Gardena chapter. 

Minami grew up in a time when 

the civil rights movement was right 

outside his doorstep. On television, . 

the black and white images of men 

getting water hoses turned on them 

were stark contrasts to his ideas of 

equality. 

During the August 1965 Watts 

Riots, Minami saw Los Angeles 

burn down. He couldn't understand 

the rage, so he began to study. He 

counts Malcolm X, Martin Luther 

King, Jr. and Muhammad Ali as 

some of his personal heroes. At the 

same time, he was attending the 

thought 

T ~~ :.~.... .. • 

Don't let a sedous a~¢i.dent or illness force you tQdiP1nto your savings to cover your 
,,' 'if 'll ' ,.,", x' 

medical biHS'; EnRance your cU)Tentcoveiage with th,cJACL-sponsored Group 

Catastrophe Major Medical Insurantc',Flaq. 'lheplanstrengthens your current coverage 

and includes convalescent home care, horne health care, private duty nursing coverage 

and more. 

For more information, call 
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LEADER: (left, I-r) JACL Youth Council 
Rep. Leilani Savitt, Dale Minami and 
Youth Chair Kimberly Shintaku. 

MINAMI FAMILY: (top, I-r) Dale, wife Ai 
Mori, Neil, Roland, June, Bobbie 
Lanie and May. 

University of Southern Califomia, 

which at the time was a "microcosm 

of the country" with its white, upper­

class student popUlation. The combi­

nation of the influence of USC and 

the civil rights movement made him 

realize there was a disconnect 

between his ideals and reality. 

'That just offended me," said 

Minami. 

Later, he made the connection to 

the injustice suffered by hundreds of 

thousands of Japanese Americans 

during World War n. His parents 

didn't talk about their intemment 

experience much, but the underlying 

pain was palpable. 

A lot of his deep love for equality 

lies in the notion that we could be 

better. We should do better, so when 

a Nisei named Fred Korematsu 

walked into Minami's life, he decid­

ed to take a risk. 

It would be the case to define his 

legal career. 

During wwn, Korematsu 

famously refused to relinquish his 

freedom to spend time behind barb­

wire just because of his ethnicity, so 

he filed suit against the govemment 

for violating his civil rights. The 

courts ruled against him until 1983 

when with Minami's leadership, the 

conviction was overturned. 

It's Minami's stamp in history and 

his continued commitment to the 

APA community that persuaded the 

youth council to honor him with a 

SOUP TO SUSHI 
(a special collection of flMlrite recipes) 

New Deluxe 3-Ring 
Binder Cookbook With 

Over 750 Recipes 

$25 (plus $5.50 handling) 

Wesley United Methodist Women 
566 N. 5th Street 

San Jose, CA 95112 

OTA 
KKEI 

MORTUARY 

!fi'1'l:"~i:Etirfj:.::rL:tll 

.REl.JABl.E. COMPASSIONATE. PERSONAl..JZED· 

91 1 VENICE BOULEVARD 
Los ANGELES, CAUFORNIA 900 15 

TEL<2 13) 749-1449 
FAX(213)7~265 

!l_Z'r,Il'Il r::;j) t!It~t! n'il:~"1!'C't~. 

"vww.kubotanikkeimortuary.com 

Vision Award. 

"It's very impressive to not only 

hold onto your roots, but to do what 

you can to make a difference," said 

Kimberly Shintaku, chair of the 

national youth council. 

JACL Executive Director Floyd 

Mori has known Minami for over 30 

years now and has seen the lawyer's 

passion for bettering the community. 

Most of the young conference partic­

ipants may not know Minami's lega­

cy too well, but they will be inspired, 

said Mori. 

"I hope they understand you have 

some kind of obligation to give back 

to the community. Dale has done 

that his entire career. He's been will­

ing to volunteer his time. I hope 

that's what people understand. He's 

successful, but yet he has time to 

give back," Mori added. 

Being in the presence of so many 

young APAs interested in leadership 

was gratifying, said Minami. 

"Taking those risks and publicly 

standing up for JAs and APAs I was 

able to communicate publicly a 

sense of morals by having a sense of 

principles. Young people recognize 

that," said Minami. • . 

Avoid the Terri Schiavo Mess 
Download an Advance Health Care Directive 

Free on le&albridl:e.com 

Thoma, N. Shigckuni ant! Associatcs 
Altlll-nc) s at Ll\\ (310) 540-9266 

707 East Temple Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 

Ph. 2131626-0441 

Fax 213/617-2781 

Gerald Fukui 
President 

KYUSHU - ESCORTED 

October 29 - November 13, 2007 

Fukuoka, 8eppu, Miyazaki, Kagoshima, Ibusuki, 
Kumamoto, Nagasaki, Kyoto & Tokyo. 

Call or write for a free brochure 

MIYAMOTO TRAVEL SERVICE 
2401 - 15th St., Sacramento,- CA 95818 

www.Miyamototravel.com 
Phone: (916) 441-1020 Fax: (916) 441-1022 

Email : grace@miyamototravel.com 
CST #2005654·10 
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MINIDOKA 
(Continued from page 1) 

bled there," said Itami from his 

home in Salt Lake City, Utah. In 

addition to his younger brother, his 

grandfather Kyutaro Itami also 

passed away at Minidoka in 1944 

from what he describes as "a broken 

heart." 

Itami often visits the site - now 

known as the Minidoka Internment 

National Monument - where so 

many of his family memories reside. 

And that's why his emotions start to 

boil when he thinks about a pro­

posed 13,188 .heifer feedlot just a 

mile and a half away from the 
Minidoka site. 

"It's disrespectful to all of the fam­

ilies who were interned. It's like put­

ting a feedlot beside Dachau," he 

said. 

This is the second time Big Sky 

Farms LLP owned by Don 

McFarland has submitted a permit 

application for a proposed feedlot in 

Jerome County, Idaho. Although the 

original proposal of 18,555 animals 

was reduced, many former internees 

say the stench of manure and air­

borne pollutants would have an 

adverse effect on the historic site. 

The National Trust recently 

placed the Minidoka site on its annu­

al list of "America's 11 Most 

Endangered Historic Places" fearing 

a feedlot would have negative rami­

fications for the camp that once held 

13,000 Americans of Japanese 

ancestry and was given national 

monument status in 2001. 

A commission hearing on the pro­

posed feedlot has yet to be sched­

uled, but former internees and vari­

ous Asian American organizations 

have been raising their voices in one 

loud protest. 

"It is akin to building a pig farm at 

the base of Mount Rushmore qr a 

garbage dump at the entrance of 

Yosemite," said Floyd Mori, JACL 

national director. 

The Stench of Manure 
Anyone who has ever driven 

along Interstate 5 between Los · 

Angeles and San Francisco knows 

that the closer you get to the city of 

Coalinga, the faster you better roll up 

your car windows. 

The stench of tens of thousands of 

cows from the infamous Coalinga 

feedlot can be overwhelming. 

The putrid air recently welcomed 

Roy Ebihara, 73, as he made his way 

along the famed route. The former 

Topaz internee could not imagine 

having such a stench nearby the his­

toric Minidoka site. 

"I thought, is this what it's going 

to smell like?" said the Oberlin, 

Ohio resident, feeling a surge of 

anger rise in him. "We have to all get 

together to protest this. We're not 

going to get slapped in the face 

again." 

Ebihara is just one of the many 

former internees who have written 

letters of protest asking the Jerome 

County Commissioners to reject the 

Big Sky FarmS proposed feedlot. 

But so far only residents within a 

one-mile radius of the proposed 

feedlot will be able to submit prior 

written arguments on the issue. 

Former internees may attend the 

meeting in person and submit their 

concerns on one single 8 ?" by 11" 

paper at that time. 

The three Jerome County 

Commissioners - Charles Howell; 

Joseph Davidson, and Dana 

Obenauer - did not return Pacific 

Citizen:SO phone calls and e-mails. 

Local residents are also raising 

concerns about the feedlot including 

NATIONAL NEWS 

Alma Hasse, executive director of 

the Idaho Concerned Area Residents 

for the Environment (lCARE) and a 

small family farmer. She spearhead­

ed the effort to have Minidoka listed 

as an endangered historic site. 

"It's not good to have this facility 

beside a monument of national sig­

nificance. How can people reflect on 

the significance of the site when 

their first reaction is to gag?" she 

said. 

"Japanese Americans and those 

adversely affected by what hap­

pened deserve their right to speak on 

the impact." 

An Annual Pilgrimage 
Dr. Frank Kitamoto of Bainbridge 

Island, Washington recently attended 

the annual pilgrimage to Minidoka, a 

place that he once called home when 

he was just three years old. 

Like many of the former 

Minidoka internees, thoughts about 

the proposed feedlot nearby the his­

toric site were on everyone's minds, 

. . even for some locals who came out 

for the annual program. 

"It's a tricky situation," said 

Kitamoto, who noted that the former 

internees respect the local area farm­

ers and want to work with the com­

munity. ''I'm not against feedlots but 

it's not an ideal situation to have it so 

near to Minidoka. 

"Odor carries a long way. This is a 

place to meditate, to honor the souls 

that have been there," he said. "I just 

hope they can find another location 

for it." 

Pocatello, Idaho resident Micki 

Kawakami respects the history of the 

Minidoka site but believes the larger 

issue surrounding the proposed feed­

lot should be the environmental and 

health impacts on the local commu­

nity. 

"I am hopeful that feedlot owners 
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The entrance to Minidoka during WWII. 

will address the concerns of their 

neighbors and come to realize that 

greener and more environment-sen­

sitive practices must be implement­

ed for the good of their industJ;y, the 

betterment of their product, and the 

improvement of our rapidly declin­

ing environment," she said. 

Will JAs Be Heard? 
Jerome County Commissioners 

were to meet on July 2 to discuss a 

possible date for a hearing on the 

proposed feedlot near the Minidoka 

site. But as of press time no hearing 

date had been announced. 

The Minidoka site operated from 

1942 to 1945 and its significance 

was recognized in 1979 when part of 

the site was listed on the National 

Register of Historic Places. For the 

past five years the National Park 

Service has been working on a 

General Management Plan that calls 

for the development of interpretive 

and educational programming at the 

Minidoka site. 

Minidoka is among the 10 WWII 

internment camps that would benefit 

from a $38 million grant program 

that was signed into law recently by 

President George W. Bush to protect 

all of the former sites, although 

funds have yet to be appropriated for 

the program. 

But all of this may still not stop the 

proposed Big Sky Farms feedlot. 

"It is awful to think that there is a 

possibility of a very undesirable 

development so near a national mon­

ument that is so relevant in today's 

issues surrounding constitutional 

rights," said Mori. 

Former internees and local resi­

dents plan to continue pressing the 

issue with the County 

Commissioners, hopeful that their 

voices may too be heard in the ongo­

ing feedlot debate. 

"This shows no concern to the 

tragic events that occurred at 

Minidoka. [The County 

Commissioners' ] overriding con­

cern is commercial," said Itami. 

"I'm going to do what I can in my 

power to stop this," said Hasse. 

'This is not the place to do this:· . 

To contact the Jerome County 

Commissioners: http://w ..... w.jerome­

county. org!contentDetail. aspx ?CiT) 

ContentID=556 
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