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[ GIL ASAKAWA ]

PC.: A Reliable Source for APA, JACL News

I love the Pacific Citizen, and I consider it a
valuable part of my life’s media menu. In these
times when news media have become ubiqui-
tous, it's important to appreciate the sources
that cover the topics that are important (o me.

I can find national and international news
anywhere and everywhere on the Internet, and
I can find news about my town with just a few
clicks to every local newspaper and TV sta-
tion’s site. But I can’t find a lot of news sources
about the issues I really care about — the
issues that affect Asian Pacific Americans, and
my Japanese American community.

That's where the P.C. comes in.

Both with the newsprint edition and its
evolving Web site, the PC. has become an
accurate, diverse and reliable conduit for news
that is so often ignored by the mainstream
media that leaves people like us invisible.

In the articles and issues presented by the
P.C., we are not invisible.

The PC. covers stories that the JACL is
involved with, and gives voice to many APA
artists and performers that catch our eye but
seldom get coverage in the pages of People
magazine or the Washington Post.

The PC. accomplishes this despite being
short on staff. But now, with the steady
upswing in usage on the Web site,
PacificCitizen.org, it’s become clear that the
staff needs help.

You may not be a big Internet user and surf,

for news online. But be assured, the Net is the
future of news media, especially for young
people, those who are so critically important to
JACL’s future. Having a strong Internet pres-
ence isn't just a luxury — it’s a requirement.

The P.C. Web site is currently maintained by
Brian Tanaka, the office manager — who also
handles the computers, advertising and helps
with sports coverage. Executive Editor
Caroline Aoyagi-Stom and Assistant Editor
Lynda Lin have also been trained to upload
stories to the Web site,

We're asking for a new position this year,
for a reporter who also has the skills to help out
with PacificCitizen.org. This will make the
P.C. a cutting-edge news organization, one that

JACL is a righteous,
inclusive organization,
and the P.C. is likewise

inclusive in its coverage.’

JACL members can be even more proud of.

I’ve been honored to serve as the chair of the
P.C’s editorial board — a position mandated
by the JACL constitution — for four years.
I've worked as a journalist for three decades,
and have been involved with online media
since 1996. I can tell you without hesitation
that the PC. is a very special publication,
whether you're reading it in newsprint or on a
computer screen.

I have nothing but the greatest professional
respect for its staff, who toil at their jobs out of
passion for the mission of JACL, and passion
for journalism.

I know there are readers who wish the PC.
could be more like their chapter newsletters

and have more news about JACL. I understand
your concern, but would urge you to read the
P.C. closely: JACL is everywhere within its
pages.

Every major event of the organization, from
conventions to bi-districts, is covered. Every
issue that JACL sends out an alert about finds
its way into the PC. — sometimes before
JACL takes a stance on an issue. And, like the
national organization, those issues are diverse,
covering not just the JA community but APA,
and civil rights far beyond “our” people. JACL
is a righteous, inclusive organization, and the
P.C. is likewise inclusive in its coverage.

If you have comments about the P.C., don’t
be afraid to share them. Pass along comments
and concerns to your chapter presidents, to
your district governors, and most important, (o
your district’s P.C. board representative. The
P.C. board stays in contact throughout the year
via e-mail, and we meet once a year in person,
to discuss the P.C. and advise Caroline and her
staff.

I believe very strongly that the P.C. is on the
right path as a news organization, with its print
edition and Web site. It reflects JACL's mis-
sion and supports JACL's activities as the lead-
ing APA civil rights organization.

I hope the P.C. is as indispensable a part of
your media menu as it is mine, and that you'll
continue to support its efforts and help it
evolve and grow as it helps JACL.

Akemashite omedetou gozaimasu — Happy
New Year! B

Gil Asakawa is the current chair of the PC.
editorial board.

A Picture is Worth a Thousand Words

In 2007 ,Ehren Watada’s
name became a rallying
cry, a catalyst for debate
and a symbol of diversity
within the APA commu-
nities. The man in the
‘center of the controversy
(pictured left, in browr)
continued to draw sup-
port and criticism for his
decision to refuse
deployment to Iraq. In
2007, Watada is still a
mesmerzing

camera subject.

MORE '07 PHOTOS
SEE PAGES 9-11
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