Calif. bus crash highlights danger of gambling. — PG 3

A

R

#3111/ Vol. 147, No. 8 ISSN: 0030-8579

The Washington, D.C. event
honored individuals and
organizations that fought
tirelessly for justice.

By Pacific Citizen Staff

It was a dinner of champions.

At its second annual national Gala
Awards Dinner, the JACL honored
community leaders and organiza-
tions that fought for justice and
helped make Redress a reality 20
years ago.

“A Salute to Champions of
Redress,” which was held Sept. 25 at
the Grand Hyatt Hotel in downtown
Washington, D.C., drew over 300
attendees. Among those were elect-
ed officials like Congresswoman
Madeleine Bordallo, D-Guam, and
Congressman Mike Honda., D-
Calif., who was the event’s master of
ceremonies.

The event commemorated the

JACL Gala Commemorates 20th Anniversary of Redress
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Grayce Uyehara (left), former LEC executive director, said credit for
Redress does not belong to just one person.

20th anniversary of the passage of
HR 442 or the Civil Liberties Act of
1988, which provided Redress and
an official apology to Japanese
Americans who were unjustly
interned during World War I1.

The awardees for the night, called
“champions™ by the JACL for their

tireless commitment to Redress,
included some of the organization’s
own leaders.

In 1985 Grayce Uyehara, a char-
ter member of the Philadelphia
JACL chapter and the first woman to
serve on the national board, became

See GALA/Page 10

Filipino Veterans Equnty B|II Falls

The bill’s failure
comes during
Filipino
American
History Month.
Akaka and
Inouye vow to
continue the
fight next year.

By Pacific Citizen Staff

Aging World War II Filipino veterans need to wait another year for their

long-sought benefits.

Time has run out on the Filipino Veterans Equity Bill, which would have
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given lump-sum benefit payments to
WWII Filipino veterans who fought
alongside American forces.

Congress has adjourned without
approving any form of the bill, disap-
pointing those who believed they
were very close to winning benefits
for Filipinos veterans.

The measure which would have
authorized $198 million to eligible
Filipino veterans, failed to receive
final Congressional approval because
of opposition by Senate Republicans,

See FILIPINO VETS/Page 12
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ELECTION '08
JACL Continues
Effort to Defeat
Calif. Prop. 8

Grassroots educational
campaigns increase as the
general election draws close.

By Pacific Citizen Staff

With the Nov. 4 general elections
just a few weeks away, the JACL is
ramping up efforts to oppose a
California ballot initiative that, if
passed, would ban same-sex mar-
riage.

The civil rights organization,
which joined the “No on Prop 8
Equality for All” campaign in
August, has now joined other Asian
Pacific American coalitions to
oppose the California ballot initia-
tive. JACL recently joined “APIs
Against Proposition 8" and the “San
Francisco Bar Association’s Unity
Coalition Against Prop. 8.”

In May, the California Supreme

See PROP. 8/Page 11
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Strike of ‘68

SFSU marks the 40th
4 anniversary of the
student strike that won
Ethnic Studies.
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JACLer Sho Dozono spoke out against the ‘Obsession’ DVD at the
Sept. 29 press conference in front of The Oregonian building.

APAs Denounce Ad, DVD on Islam

Nationally, about 70 newspapers distributed the video,
which Portland JACL leaders call anti-Muslim.

By P.C. Staff and Associated Press

A DVD distributed with a Sunday edition of The Oregonian has drawn
criticism from readers and community members who say the video and
accompanying advertisement promoted anti-Muslim views.

Portland JACLers were among the approximately 70 protesters who gath-
ered in front of the newspaper’s Portland office on Sept. 29, a day afier DVD
copies of “Obsession: Radical Islam’s War Against the West,” were delivered
to readers along with their Sunday newspapers.

In a brief news conference, Portland businessman and JACL Thousand

.Club Life Trust member Sho Domno characterized the DVD as anti-Muslim

propaganda.
See ANTI-MUSLIM/Page 12

JACL Sees Budget Shortfall

No need for alarm, JACL FUNDING SOURCES FY "08
says the national P
board. Revenue from | """ ‘L
some major fundrais- | “=_ < -
ers has not been >
accounted for yet. Foosd
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Despite a six-digit deficit, national board members say the current state of
JACL’s budget is sound.

“I'm definitely not sounding any alarm bells yet,” said JACL
Secretary/Treasurer Josh Spry. There isn’t enough data to get the complete
financial picture yet, he added.

Revenue and expenditures from two major JACL events — the national
convention in Salt Lake City and the recent national Gala Dinner in
Washington, D.C. — have not been finalized and therefore not factored into
the budget yet. Revenue from these two major fundraising events, according

See BUDGET/Page 13

Election 08

A new documentary New studies show the
focuses on the late
Congresswoman. sleeping giant.
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APA vote is an emerging ‘
|
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MMMMM{Pxﬁcmsmlmzmsam Kikumi Meltzer, was a |
time “Star Trek” fan and supporter of same-gender marriage, 1 was
delighted to read this article and to see the accompanying photos.

As Japanese Americans, we know the injury that is caused through
many generations from being denied our legal rights, and from being
singled out and regarded as “other” and “enemy.” I'm happy to sce

. ﬂwPacﬁcGrmoeicbmmgaummCahfmmwhmdwsmmdof
wedding bells is synonymous with equal rights and freedom to legal-

ly marry for same-gender couples.

The All-American Dream
Your last edition was one of joy and putting George and Brad on

the front page was a great gesture.

The pictures of the scholarship winners were great. Even in hard
economic times our youth and parents are striving to achieve the all-
American dream. The ad on the back page brought tears of joy to me.
May our gay and leshian couples enjoy all the rights in our state.

T ———
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NATIONAL DIRECTOR’S REPORT

 KAY KAKIMOTOWILLIS

Oakland, Calif.

Letters to the Editor

Wedding Bells = Equal Rights Celebrating National JACL

Scholarship Winners

‘What a delight to
read your special schol-
arship issue (Pacific
Citizen, Sept. 19-Oct.
2),andmedofﬂmwm-

A few years ago, she
received a gold medal from the Department of Commerce for her
work in negotiating the Singapore Trademark Law Treaty.

My son, Abraham Chuichi Meltzer received a national JACL
scholarship in 1984 and went to Harvard. He received his law degree

from Boalt Hall at the University of California, Berkeley and is an

"
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assistant U.S. attorney in Los Angeles.

With the strong academic background and varied area of service
to school, church and community, I'm sure many past winners have
done well. Let's hear their stories.

Beaurmiont, Calif.

The Economic Meltdown and My Take on the Issue

By FLOYD MORI

As a former college economics professor,
it is not a difficult matter for me to under-
stand how the market
ought to operate. The
market economy can
be simple in its opera-
tion if all of the mecha-
nisms are tuned cor-
rectly and there is
transparency and equal
understanding by the
players in the market.

The difficulty comes when knowledge is
not shared equally and economic power
brings imperfections into the market place.
The weak become victims, and the power-
ful become the profiteers.

The financial markets have become
infested with large and powerful institu-
tions where greed and mismanagement
have fed off the labors and dreams of the
ordinary working people of our country.

In a perfect market, mismanagement
results in failure of a single entity. In our
imperfect market, mismanagement will
affect the livelihood of many thousands
who may have direct and indirect relation-
ships with the monopolistic entity in ques-
tion. So the result of the malfunction on
Wall Street among a few of the major play-

ers will, in the end, cause hardship with
many of us indirectly associated through
our banks or other financial institutions.

Faulty mortgages impacted the balance
sheet of many major institutions that had
invested in mortgage-backed securities.
Because of this fall in value, liabilities
began to outweigh assets, which

ernment basically taking the responsibility
of these faulty financial instruments, it takes
a major financial liability from the soiled
financial institutions, which then can go for-
ward and use the influx of cash to feed the

credit markets.
The government hopes that in the future
the value of these faulty

gested in blaming loaning prac-

is the cause of insolvency and mortgages will rebound and
oeipit. Cob leous 5. T fawin the. b i
scarce commodity, so credi . 3

began to dry up and placed con- rescue plan is investment. You might say
sumers and small businesses that  that the home-  that they are buying very
depend on shm:tttcrm credit in owner and the low and hoping for the
emergency conditions. ! busi value to reach a reasonable

Let it be clearly said that the smal Nness  Jevel.

consumer is the victim and not owner are left at The flaw in the rescue
the perpetrator as some have sug- risk.’ plan is that the homeowner

and the small business

tices to low-incomé minorities.
The fault lies with the predatory
practices of the financial institutions and the
lack of oversight in ensuring the public that
their financial practices were safe.

Most homeowners today would qualify
for conventional loans but with different
terms. The consumer simply fell prey to
questionable practices that, in the end,
proved to be fatal.

The “rescue” plan, which Congress
recently passed, provides a stopgap that is a
“better than nothing” strategy. With the gov-

owner are left at risk.
Without emergency meas-
ures to allow for the modifying of the terms
of loans, the bringing back of authority for
the courts to modify the terms of a loan as a
last resort, and a limited period of time
allowing a moratorium on foreclosures
while the plan is implemented, many con-
sumers will lose all they have worked a life-
time to acquire.
The rescue plan should minimize the
hardship on the consumers as it has done for
the big players on Wall Street. B
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Calif. Fatal Bus Crash Highlights Lure of casmos for APAs, Seniors

Many of the dead and
injured were Laotian., In the
APA community, gambling
is a hidden addiction.

By P.C. Staff and Associated Press

Almost every two weeks for the
last two years, sisters Mai Cha and
Ge Vue boarded a chartered bus to
play the slots at an American Indian
casino north of Sacramento.

The sisters were headed there
again on Oct. 5 when the bus they
were riding on crashed, killing eight
people and sending dozens to area
hospitals.

Many of the passengers were sen-
ior citizens and Laotian immigrants
like Cha and Vue, who fled to
Thailand in the 1970s after the
Vietham. War, then moved to the
United States.

“We are shocked. It's temrible,”
said Seng Her, the refugee project
coordinator at the nonprofit
.Sacramento Lao Family Community
Inc. Two of the group’s employees
and a member of its board lost fami-
ly members in the crash.

Family members and the adult
children of some of the immigrants
had raised concerns in the past about
the chartered bus trips to the casino,
which they said targeted senior
Laotians living in Sacramento, Her
said.

The casinos run by American
Indian tribes in Northemn California
work to attract lonely seniors, many
Asian Pacific Americans, on fixed

incomes by offering cheap trans-
portation on charter buses.

The casinos also provide free
meals and complimentary slot
machine play to the thousands of
seniors who have helped fuel the
industry over the past decade. Some
seniors fund the excursions with
their Social Security checks and
return home worrying about not
being able to cover basic living
expenses.

The bus fare for a day trip to the
Colusa Casino Resort was cheap,
around $10 at the most, and the casi-
no gave passengers free slot play,
according to family members and
friends of the passengers.

“Every single time, they always
complain they don’t have money,”
said Pa Phang, 37, whose 87-year-

. old father-in-law Xee Hue Vang died

in the crash. Her mother-in-law, Mao
Lee Yang, 75, remains hospitalized.

Phang, whose in-laws each
received about $700 a month in paib-
lic assistance, recounted a conversa-
tion the Hmong pair had a few weeks
ago: “My dad was telling my mom,
‘1 think we shouldn’t go. You already
lost $200 on the first of the month.’
My mom said, ‘It's my money.’”

Gambling opponents and social
workers say that while casinos
draw all types of players with
dreams of striking it rich.
California’s network of bus servic-
es and recruiters has been especial-
ly effective in luring seniors to the
state’s 56 Indian casinos.

In the APA community the pull of

AP PHOTO/RICH PEDRONGELLI

Cher Vang (left) and her husband Thaopor Yang search for her mother
who was aboard a charter bus that crashed near Williams, Calif. Oct. 6

enroute to an ’American Indian casino.

casinos is especially dangerous.
There are | million Californians who
have a serious gambling problem, a
state-sponsored study estimated two
years ago.

While the average percentage of
problem and pathological gamblers
in the U.S. is less than 5 percent, the
average is about 20 percent for
APAs, according to Tina Shum, a
social worker at San Francisco’s
Donaldina Cameron House.

Dr. Timothy Fong, co-director of
UCLA’s Gambling Studies Program,
said gambling is a “real hidden
addiction,” especially among APA
communities.

In Philadelphia’s Chinatown, APA
community members are trying to

prevent Foxwoods Casino from
moving into their neighborhood.
They fear APAs can’t resist the lure
of gambling.

At an Oct. 8 meeting with casino
executives, 400 Chinatown residents
protested plans for a new casino.

According to  Philly.com,
Chinatown resident Lai-Har Cheung
said her relatives were gambling
addicts and that a casino would “take
more people down.”

Despite  the

protest,  City

Councilman Frank DiCicco said he

would introduce a bill to create a spe-
cial entertainment district for the
pmject—aﬁrststepmmmngfora
casino.

For Abian immigrants, it is often

difficult to find a place where they
fit in, but casinos and card clubs
can provide the sense of commu-
nity they need, said Michael Liao,
director of programs at the NICOS
Chinese Health Coalition, a group
of health and social organizations
that serve the APA community.
Theresa Saechao, a social work-
er who has been helping bus crash
victims and their families, said
casinos have profited by targeting
poor Southeast Asian communi-
ties, particularly seniors who can’t
drive and face language barriers to

" finding jobs.

Many on the bus spoke little
English.

“We have no idea how they get all
the information because we often tell
them ‘Don’t go to the casino. If you
guys go we’'ll take you there,”" said
Phang.

The California Highway Patrol
arrested the 52-year-old bus driver
on suspicion of driving under the
influence of drugs or alcohol. The
investigation continues.

Don Kennedy, the casino’s mar-
keting director, said the bus was not
scheduled to bring guests to the
facility, but the casino accepts
unscheduled visits from charter
buses. .

The casino, built on former
rangeland between Lincoln and
Roseville northeast of Sacramento,
is so lucrative that it is now adding
a 24-story hotel that will jut above
nearby suburban communities in
Placer County. ll

The Future

The men have been cleared
of their ‘enemy combatant’
status after 7 years at
Guantanamo Bay.

By P.C. Staff and Associated Press

Despite a federal judge's recent
decision in favor of their release from
Guantanamo Bay, a small group of
Chinese Muslims who have been
held at the island prison for seven
years may not see freedom.

The Bush administration has filed
a 19-page emergency request in fed-
eral appeals court arguing that, in
essence, a couple more weeks in jail
would only cause “minimal harm.”

Lawyers for 17 Chinese Muslims
are urging a federal appeals court not
to interfere in their release.

On Oct. 7, US. District Judge
Ricardo M. Urbina ordered the Bush
administration to immediately free
the 17 detainees — known as
Uighurs (pronounced WEE'gurz) —
from Guantanamo into the U.S,,
since they are no longer considered
enemy combatants, The men have
been in custody for almost seven
years.

of Chinese

It was the first court-ordered
release of Guantanamo detainees
since the prison camp opened in
2002 — a dramatic ruling that could
set the course for releasing dozens of
other prisoners from the U.S. naval
facility in Cuba.

“Because the Constitution pro-
hibits indefinite detentions without
cause, the continued detention is
unlawful,” Urbina said, prompting
cheers and applause from local
Uighur residents and human rights
activists packed into the U.S. District
courtroom.

Urbina also ordered a hearing to
decide where the Uighurs should be
settled permanently. Until then,
members of the Uighur community
in the Washington area agreed to
sponsor and help care for them.

“l think the moment has armived
for the court to shine the light of con-
stitutionality on the reasons for the
detention,” he said.

But at issue is whether a federal
judge has the authority to order the
release of Guantanamo prisoners
who were unlawfully detained by
the U.S.

The Bush administration has

Muslim Detamees is Still Unclear

refused to turn the Uighurs over to
China because they might face tor-
ture. The administration says it has
found no other country willing to
accept them.

The JACL has been an outspoken
critic of unlawful detention because
Japanese Americans were once the

victims, said JACL National
President Larry Oda.
“We had the company of Japanese

Latin Americans in the camps with
us. The situation in Guantanamo Bay
for the Chinese Uighurs has a lot of
similarity to the plight of the JLAs,
where a group of immigrants were
targeted and allowed by the govern-
ment of their residence to be abduct-
ed and shipped off to an unknown
place.” said Oda.

“They have no place to go and the
country from where they were
abducted will not allow them to
return,” he added.

Uighurs are from Xinjiang, an iso-
lated region that  borders
Afghanistan, Pakistan and six
Central Asian nations, and say they
have been repressed by the Chinese
government. China has long said
insurgents are leading an Islamic sep-
aratist movement in Xinjiang. The
Uighur detainees were captured in
Pakistan and Afghanistan in 2001.

A federal judge is set to hold hear-
ings this month on other
Guantanamo prisoners challenging
their detentions as so-called enemy
combatants.

Roughly 20 percent of about 250
detainees who remain at the military
prison fear torture or persecution
should they return to their home
countries, according to the New
York-based Center for Constitutional
Rights. Their concerns raise similar
questions as to where they should go
if other countries refuse to take them.
The U.S. has long maintained they
should stay at Guantanamo.

The question is not if these men

should be released, but why were
they imprisoned in the first place,
said Oda. “Obviously, since they are
no longer considered enemy combat-
ants, were they ever? Or were they
victims, as we were of hysteria, racial
prejudice, and ignorance?”

The Bush administration has
argued that a federal judge cannot
order the release of a foreign-born
detainee into the U.S., saying that
would undercut immigration laws
that dictate how foreigners are
brought into the country.

Sabin Willett, an attorney for the
Uighurs, countered: “I've never
heard anyone argue our relations
with other nations are a basis for
holding someone.”

“It’s important for every American
to support the end of the unlawful
detainment and torture, and especial-
ly Asian Americans because we have
historically been on the receiving
end,” said Oda.

“It is in our best interests to
maintain our hard fought position
in the United States and our duty
to protest the unlawful acts perpe-
trated on others by our country,”
he added. B
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San Franciscans May Help Determine the
Future of a High School Mllltary Program

If passed, a proposition on the Nov. 4 ballot
would show support for the APA-dominat-

ed JROTC program.
By P.C. Staff and Associated Press

San Francisco Asian Pacific American students are
hoping voters will help save a public high school military
program that they say teaches valuable leadership skills.

The college-bound APAs, who make up the majority
of cadets in the Junior Reserve Officers’ Training Corps
(JROTC), initiated an advisory measure, Proposition V,
on the November ballot that, although not binding,
would allow San Franciscans to show their support for
the military program.

They hope the measure will persuade the school
board, which voted two years ago to phase out JROTC,
to keep the program.

“It’s helped me stand up for myself, have more confi-
dence, and to fight for what I want,” said Trina Mao, 16.

JROTC participants in the program, called cadets,
wear uniforms, study military history, practice marching
and drilling and can win awards for things like marks-
manship. Armed forces retirees serve as instructors, and
cadets can get academic credit in fields such as physical
education.

Supporters view the elective course as valuable self-
improvement — teaching them discipline, responsibility
and leadership skills they say they do not get in other
classes. JROTC instructors are not allowed to recruit par-
ticipants. '

Proposition V campaign co-chair, Michael Bernick,
told the Bay Area Reporter that the measure has the sup-
port of over 300 parents, teachers and students who have
been campaigning door-to-door.

San Francisco Unified School District board members
who decided to kick JROTC out of San Francisco
schools see it as an arm of the U.S. military that reaches
into schools and recruits teenagers for an unpopular war.

“It’s a broader issue about the Bush administration and
military recruiting through JROTC,” said board member
Eric Mar to the Associated Press. Some board members
also objected to the U.S. military’s “don’t ask, don’t tell”
mandate that excludes openly gay men and women from
the military, although the JROTC program is open (o

JROTC members from San Francisco hope
Proposmon V will keep the program aJme

everyone.

“It’s clear with the military, if you’re gay and out, you
don’t get the same opportunities,” he added.

Mar was among board members who voted two years
ago to phase out JROTC and replace it with programs
not linked to the military. The deadline was set for 2008,
but the board later extended JROTC until next June
because an alternative was not developed in time.

If the military’s aim is to eventually get some of these
students to join the military, JROTC in San Francisco is
a failure. Only two of the 1,465 cadets there signed up for
the armed forces after graduation in 2006-2007, the most
recent year for which numbers are available,

Supporters also say the arguments about the war in
Iraq and the U.S. Defense Department’s policy toward
gays miss the point: The program in San Francisco is
inclusive, with 90 percent minorities and 40 percent
women, they say.

Some gay and lesbian student groups have come out in
support of JROTC and the ballot measure, saying some
of their members have found a home in the program,

With confusion over the future of the program, enroll-
ment in San Francisco’s JROTC has declined by about
two-thirds in the past year. But around the country, par-
ticipation in JROTC has climbed steadily.

If the school board decision stands, San Francisco
would be the first city to remove the JROTC program.

Hawaii Tourism Chief Rex Johnson Resigns

Johnson exits amidst a firestorm of contro-
versy over offensive e-mails.

By P.C. Staff and Associated Press

Rex Johnson, the embattled Hawaii Tourism Authority
president and CEO who came under fire for forwarding
offensive e-mails, has resigned.

He submitted his resigna-
tion Oct. 8, after the HTA
board met for about eight
hours in executive session to
consider his fate after hearing
public testimony. Johnson
issued a two-sentence state-
ment in which he thanked the
tourism industry leadership,
community, staff and friends
who showed him support.

“Tintend to support Hawaii’s tourism industry in what-
ever way I can,” he wrote in a statement released by the
HTA.

*“At this point certain accusations have made Rex a
lightning rod for controversy. This has become a distrac-
tion to the effectiveness of the HTA and we respect his
decision. Rex’s decision is clearly in the best interest of
all concemned,” said Kelvin Bloom, HTA board chair.

During its meeting, the board took more than an hour
of testimony from nearly two dozen people before going
into the closed-door session. Civil rights leaders, includ-
ing the Honolulu JACL and the Hawaii NAACP,
demanded Johnson be fired.

Johnson, who has been HTA chief since 2002, came

under fire for forwarding racist, sexist and pornographic -

e-mails. He did not write the e-mails, but relayed them to
friends. They included several off-color jokes about
African Americans, Latinos and women.

Sens. Barack Obama and Hillary Rodham Clinton
were the targets of one joke. Obama was referred to as a
“coon™ and Clinton as a “beaver” in a March 22 e-mail
forwarded by Johnson.

*“We are pleased to hear that Mr. Johnson did in fact
resign from his position with HTA,” said Shawn L.M.
Benton, Honolulu JACL chapter president. “However, it
is unfortunate that he continues to deny the inappropri-
ateness of his actions by maintaining his original position
that the e-mails were neither offensive, racist or sexist.”

Bloom says an interim CEO will be named soon and a
search committee will be organized immediately to find
Johnson’s successor.

On the Web
www.jaclhawaii.org
www.soulhawaii.com/naacp

National Newsbytes

By P.C. Staff and Associated Press

Accused Japanese Businessman Found Dead

LOS ANGELES—A Japanese businessman accused
of conspiring to have his wife murdered has been found
dead in an apparent suicide.

District attorney spokeswoman Sandi Gibbons con-
firmed that 61-year-old Kazuyoshi Miura was found
dead. He had hanged himself.

Miura arrived in Los Angeles Oct. 10 from the U.S.
commonwealth of Saipan, where he had been held
since his February arrest on a 1988 L.A. County war-
rant a]legmg murder and conspiracy.

Miura was accused of plotting to have his wife killed during a visit the cou-
ple made to L.A. in 1981.

SD Guard Sued for Race, Gender Discrimination

SIOUX FALLS, S.D.—A retired colonel with the South Dakota National
Guard is suing the Guard and several commanders on grounds she was dis-
criminated against because of her gender and Japanese American heritage.

Col. Nancy Wetherill filed the federal complaint in U.S. District Court in
Rapid City alleging that she was denied full retirement and prevented from
future promotions and pay increases.

Wetherill, the only APA female officer and she was the only female to have
reaehed her rank, was assigned to a building by herself to do work normally
given to soldiers with a rank lower than colonel.

She joined the National Guard in 1974.

17,000 Could Get Purple Heart Under New Policy

WASHINGTON—An estimated 17,000 deceased U.S. prisoners of war
could be awarded Purple Hearts under a new Pentagon policy.

Purple Hearts are awarded to soldiers, sailors, airmen and Marines wound-
ed by enemy action. But the awards have been denied in the past to POWs
who died in captivity if it could not be proven they had been wounded or
killed by the enemy. -

The revised policy presumes such deaths were the result of enemy action
unless compelling evidence is presented to the contrary.

The new policy is retroactive to Dec. 7, 1941. Posthumous awards can be
made to a family member or other representative of the deceased service
member,

Series of Attacks Targets Elderly APAs

BETHESDA, Md.—Investigators are connecting 13 cases in which older
APAs have been followed, assaulted and robbed.

Police officials say the same two men may be behind the attacks. The sus-
pects spend considerable time watching their victims, carefully choosing
them — likely from a location where they can blend in. The robberies took
place in the aftemoon and early evening.

Elderly APAs should keep their guard up, report suspicious behavior, and
call police if they think they're being followed, said the police.

Bomb Site Now an Oregon Trail

7 BROOKINGS, Ore—A
hiking trail has been dedicated
to commemorate a little known
part of Japanese and American
World War II history.

In  September 1942,
Japanese pilot Nobuo Fujita
dropped two bombs on the
coastal town of Brookings to
start forest fires. It was damp,
however, so they didn’t do much damage — except leave a crater.

The revamped Wheeler Ridge Japanese Bombing Site trail has several
interpretive panels that tell both the Japanese and American sides of the story.

University Gains Asian American Studies Program

BLOOMINGTON, Ind.—Indiana University has established a new Asian
American Studies program.

The new program will first offer an undergraduate minor in AA Studies
and will develop an undergraduate major and Ph.D. minor. It will also
include 15 adjunct faculty members who have positions in other departments
in other schools. H
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U. of Chicago Physicist Receives Nobel Prize

Retired University of Chicago physicist Yoichiro Nambu, 87, has won the
2008 Nobel Prize in physics, along with two Japanese citizens, for discover-
ies that help explain the behavior of the smallest particles of matter.

Nambu, who moved to the U.S. in 1952 and has worked at the University
of Chicago for 48 years, shares the $1.4 million prize with Makoto
Kobayashi and Toshihide Masakawa, who were recognized for discover-
ing the origin of the broken symmetry that predicts the existence of at least
three families of quarks in nature.

The trio also will receive a diploma and an invitation to Dec. 10 cere-
monies in Stockholm,

Big Island Police Chief Leaving at End of Year

HILO, Hawaii—Big Island Police Chief
Lawrence Mahuna has announced he will retire
from the department Dec. 31.

The Hawaii County Police Commission named
Mahuna to the post in December 2002. He had
been assistant chief in charge of the Administrative
Bureau before becoming acting chief.

Mahuna joined the police department as a
recruit in February 1973.

GLAS JACL Chapter Awards Scholarships

The winners of the Greater L.A. Singles chapter “Hana Uno Shepard
Memorial Scholarship” are Kristin Sakaguchi and Chie Cynthia
Kobayashi, both of Torrance, Calif. Both winners received $1,000.

Sakaguchi, a Yonsei who has been on the honor roll all four years of high
school, will attend Syracuse University.

Kobayashi, a Shin Nisei who has a passion for using the Japanese Abacus,
will be attending the University of California. Irvine to major in film and
media studies.

Sato to Receive Saroyan Prize
Kiyo Sato is one of the recipients of the third
William Saroyan International Prize for Writing.
Sato was honored for her memoir of her fami-
ly’s history through the Depression, wartime- hys-
teria and internment in Poston. .
The biennial Saroyan Prize was established to |
encourage new and emerging writers and to honor |
the literary legacy of the Pulitzer and Academy
Award-winning writer William Saroyan. '

Fong to be Honored by National
Hispanic Council on Aging _

The National Hispanic Council on Aging will honor National Asian Pacific
Center on Aging CEO Clayton Fong with *“The President’s Award.” at their
November conference.

The award is given to an individual, group or company that has demon-
strated a strong commitmient to supporting policy programs valuable to older
adults.

The awards ceremony will be held Nov. 6 in Albuquerque, New Mexico.

Filmmaker Okazaki Wins an Emmy

Filmmaker Steven Okazaki has won a primetime Emmy for his HBO
documentary “White Light/Black Rain.” The film, which is about survivors
of the atomic bomb in Hiroshima and Nagasaki, also won top international
television prizes, including the “NHK Best Asian Program” prize at the BanfT
World TV Festival’s Rockie Awards held in Alberta, Canada.

Okazaki, a Sansei, won an Academy Award in 1990 for his documentary
short, “Days of Waiting: The Life & Art of Estelle Ishigo.”

Tanabe Wins Community Service Award

The Hawaii Pacific Gerontological Society recently honored James T.
Tanabe with their *Na Lima Kokua™ Award for his community service con-
ducting oral histories among WWII Military Intelligence Service veterans.

Tanabe volunteers his time to the MIS Club of Hawaii and to Japanese
American Living Legacy.

Tanabe, a Korean War veteran, has completed over 100 oral histories on
the MIS. B

ties across the nation.
By Pacific Citizen Staff

It was the longest campus strike in
U.S history. In 1968, students at San
Francisco State University stood up
for social justice and laid the ground-
work for the establishment of its
College of Ethnic Studies.

The five-month event defined the
university’s core values of equity
and inspired the establishment of
Ethnic Studies classes and programs
at other universities throughout the
country.

“If not for the strike, I do not think
Asian American Studies would ever
come into existence,” said Dan
Begonia, a SFSU AA Studies profes-
SOF.

Forty years later, the campus is
commemorating the anniversary of
the student-led strike in a series of

events from Oct. 29 to Nov. 1. Led’

by the college of Ethnic Studies and
the  University’s  Educational
Opportunity Program, “Conscious-
ness, Community, Liberation:
Fulfilling the Promise of ‘68" will
include panel discussions, cultural
performances and other events that
focus on civil rights.

Begonia was a 21-year-old SFSU
student majoring in psychology
when the strike happened. For the
cause, he put down his books to pick

up picket signs and attend marches
and rallies.

“One of my professors used to
say, “There are three types of people
in the world: those who make things
happen, those who watch what hap-
pens and those who are clueless and
ask what happened?”” said Begonia.
“I guess my greatest epiphany was
that students, contrary to popular
expectations or opinion, do have sig-
nificant influence in changing the
nature of institutions or even the
course of history.”

Beginning on Nov. 6, 1968, The
Black Student Union and a coalition
of other student groups known as the
Third World Liberation Front
(TWLF) led the strike, which ended
March 20, 1969.

S.I. Hayakawa became acting
president and kept the campus open.
A state of emergency was declared

on campus and ralfies were deemed

illegal. Clashes between the strikers
and the police tactical squads made
national news. Students, faculty and
community activists demanded

equal access to public higher educa-
tion, more senior faculty of color and
a new curriculum that would
embrace the history and culture of all
people including ethnic minorities,

As a result, the College of Ethnic
Studies was established in 1969 and
hundreds of other higher education
institutions across the country fol-
lowed SFSU’s lead.

“The idea of changing universities
to be more inclusive and using aca-
demia to improve society remains
relevant,” said Kenneth Monteiro,
dean of the College of Ethnic
Studies, in a statement.

This semester at SFSU, more than
6,000 students in 300 classes are
studying the historical, philosophical
and political foundations of African
Americans, American Indians, Arab
and Muslim Americans, Asian
Americans and Latinos. Il

For more information including a
full schedule of events, go 1o
www. sfsu.edu/~ethnicst/fortieth.
html. '

Go For Broke to Build New Little Tokyo Headquarters

The new facility will feature
an interactive exhibit about
WWII JA veterans.

A new Go For Broke National
Education Center is coming to Los
Angeles’ Little Tokyo.

President George W. Bush has
signed off on an appropriations
measure for the 2009 fiscal year,
which includes $4 million towards
the building of a new National
Education Center. HR 2638 or “The
Consolidated Security, Disaster
Assistance, and  Continuing
Appropriations Act.” was passed by
the House of Representatives on
Sept. 24, approved by the Senate on
Sept. 27 and signed by the president
on Sept. 30.

The new two-story, 14,999-
square-foot building, which will
house the new headquarters for the
Go For Broke National Education
Center, will be located at 200 North
Central Avenue beside the current
Go For Broke Monument in Little
Tokyo.

The National Education Center is
currently headquartered in Torrance,
Calif. with a regional office in
Honolulu.

The new Go For
Broke Little Tokyo
headquarters (ren-
| dering, left) will be
built near the Go
For Broke monu-
ment on Central
Avenue.

The new education center, which
is in its preliminary design phase,
will feature an interactive exhibit
built around videotaped oral histo-
ries from veterans of the 100th

Infantry Battalion, 442nd
Regimental Combat Team, Military
Intelligence Service and other units
that operated overseas during World
War IL.

“The Go For Broke National

Education Center will ensure that
these servicemen are never forgot-
ten,” said Congressman Adam
Schiff, who also recently introduced
a House bill to award WWII veter-
ans of the 100th Battalion and 442nd
RCT with the Congressional Gold
Medal. “It will immortalize their
bravery and patriotism and continue

to teach future generations their
great story.”

The center will also feature
teacher training and curriculum pro-
gramming on Nisei veterans.

“Go For Broke National
Education Center is thrilled to
receive this funding,” said Christine
Sato-Yamazaki, president and chief
executive officer of the National
Education Center. “It takes us closer
to our vision to build an education
center where we can offer teacher
training and educational program-
ming that will keep the legacy of the
Japanese American World War 11
veterans alive.” ll

For more information, go to
www.goforbroke.org.
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New Reports Reveal APA Voting Power

Most APAs are undecided
in this presidential election,
making the APA vote a
pivotal one.

By Pacific Citizen Staff

Asian Pacific American voters
have emerged from being a silent
minority to becoming a strong polit-
ical force, according to new reports
that say APAs could play pivotal
roles in upcoming local and national
elections.

A new report published by the
Leadership Education for Asian
Pacifics, Inc. (LEAP) likens the
emerging strength of the APA vote to
the powerful Hispanic vote in the
1980s. APAs are becoming a strong
voting constituency because of rapid
population growth, according to the
public policy institute.

“We wanted to fill a gap by pub-
lishing a major policy report on the
political and civic interests of this
increasingly influential group as it
gains momentum and gathers
national attention,” said Dr. J.D.
Hokoyama, president and CEO of
LEAP. “Our report includes a wealth
of new research and findings on
political and civic engagement, pro-
viding a clearer understanding of
Asian Americans and their influence
in the country.”

The report, “The State of Asian
America: Trajectory of Civic and
Political Engagement,” reveals that
about 61 percent of APAs are foreign
born, the highest rate of any minori-
ty group in the country. This trend is
expected to continue through 2030.

And like Hispanics voters, APAs
identify as Democrats by a margin of
two to one, according to the report.

APAs have the strongest political
muscle in states like California, New

One study found that 41 percent of APA likely voters support Barack
Obama, while 24 percent support John McCain for president.

York, Texas and Nevada. In Virginia,
another state with a significant APA
voting bloc, the APA contingent

helped to contribute to Sen. Jim

Webb’s razor thin victory over
Republican incumbent George
Allen, said Dr. Paul Ong, editor of
the report and professor at the
University of California, Los
Angeles’ School of Public Affairs.

“The political mobilization of
Asian Americans — with one of the
highest growth rates of voting age
citizens among all racial groups in
the U.S. — will have a significant
impact on local and national elec-
tions in coming years,” said Ong.

Another new national survey
reveals that while many APAs sup-
port Barack Obama in this presiden-
tial election, a sizable portion remain
undecided — which means the
potential for a powerful APA swing
vote this November is high.

The new “National Asian
American Survey,” a poll conducted
by a pioneering generation of young

APA political scientists, is being self-
billed as the most comprehensive
survey of APA political views ever
conducted.

From Aug. 18 to Sept. 26, more
than 4,000 APA likely voters were

surveyed in English, Cantonese,

Mandarin, Hindi, Japanese, Korean,
Tagalog and Vietnamese.

The research found that 41 percent
of APA likely voters support Obama,
while 24 percent support McCain.
Among that, a majority of Japanese
Americans said they would vote for
Obama while a majority of
Viemamese Americans sided with
McCain.

But more than one-third of likely
APA voters remain undecided.

*A very large number of Asian
Americans are nonpartisan,” said
Tacku Lee, one of the report’s
authors and a political science pro-
fessor at the
California, Berkeley.

“The Asian American vote is very
much up for grabs.” W

Immortalizing WWII JA Heroes

At the Sept. 27-28 Baltimore
Comic Convention, three Japanese
American World War II veterans
helped graphic novelist Billy Tucci
introduce his new six-issue comic
book series, “Sgt. Rock: The Lost
Battalion,” which places the DC
Comics character Sgt. Rock in the
1st Battalion, 141st Regiment of the
36th *“Texas” Division.

This unit came to be known as
the “Lost Battalion” since it was cut
off for six days behind enemy lines
in the forests of the Vosges
Mountains in eastern France. Tucci
said the comic book will bridge
generations and “bring attention to
a true story of heroism, humanity
and sacrifice.”

The new comic book series,
which also weaves in stories of the
JA internment, debuts nationally
Nov.5. W

PHOTO BY EILEEN ROULIER

University of

Pictured above (I-r) Terry Shima, a 442nd veteran; Grant Hirabayashi,
a member of the famed Merrill's Marauders; graphic novelist Billy
Tucci; and Kelly Kuwayama, 442nd combat medic.
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Sam Shimoguchi (righf) and Chuck Murakami unveil new names on
the memorial located in South Korea's Imjingak Park.

JA Veterans Group
Dedicates Memorial in Korea

Over 100 members and friends of the Japanese American Korean War
Veterans (JAKWYV) recently traveled to South Korea to dedicate a memorial
for Japanese Americans killed during the Korean War.

At the September event, four more names of JAs killed in the war were
added to the 247 names on the memorial. The individuals added were: Henry
Enoka, Mose E. Kuni, Frederick Nobutoshi Pestana, and Yoshikiyo Tengan.

Attendees at the dedication program included members of the 2nd Infantry
Division as well as representatives of the South Korean government and
community.

At the event, the Korean Veterans Association (KVA) also presented
Korean Service medals to those who had not previously received them. This
medal is given to all veterans who served in Korea. On this trip, 14 medals
were given to veterans who were on their first return trip to Korea.

In 2001, the JAKWYV built and dedicated the memorial located in Paju
City’s Imjingak Park. Min Tonai and Ed Nakata led the group of 115 veter-
ans and friends in the original trip.

On the trip, JA veterans also visited the Demilitarized Zone, former inva-
sion tunnels and the South Korean War Museum where lists of all those killed
in action include the KIAs from all United Nations countries. Il

S.F. JACL Makes a Difference

(Back row, I-r) Volunteers Haruka Roudebush, Tomoharu Sato, Greg
Marutani, Nikki Hikari, Hiroshi Shimizu, Bo Yoshimura; (front row, I-r)
Alleen Trieu, Megumi Kaminaga, Daniel Xavier and Graig Inaba.

For the recent National AIDS Memorial Grove Volunteer Work Day,
members of the Nakayoshi Young Professionals and the San Francisco
JACL dug over 1,200 holes to plant one- and five-gallon plants along the
southern slope of the grove in Golden Gate Park.

San Francisco JACL sponsored the event.

“When we return next year, we will all be able to see what a differ-
ence our efforts made to this unique and special place in Golden Gate
Park,” said Greg Marutani, a chapter board member who has organized
this event for the past 14 years. il
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A Brief Look Back at JACL’s
Legisliative Education Committee

By KATHY AOKI

In JACL's 79-year history, many
people consider Redress the epito-
me of what the organization has
accomplished.

1 Aug. 10, 2008,
| marked the 20th
anniversary of
| President Ronald
Reagan’s signing
of the Civil
Liberties Act of
§ 1988,  which

gave reparations
to Japanese Americans who were
interned by the U.S. government and
sent to War Relocation Centers dur-
ing World War IL.

The decision to pursue Redress
began in 1978 at the JACL National
Convention in Salt Lake City, Utah.
The Legislative Education
Committee (LEC) was formed in
1982 by the JACL as their lobbying
arm to work on achieving Redress.

In May 1985, the JACL national
board considered Redress their top
priority and gave the LEC the
responsibility to not only lobby and
work to have Redress bills intro-
duced in Congress, but also to help
protect JACL's tax-exempt status.

Minoru Yasui was elected in late
1984 as the chair of LEC's first
board of directors. The committee
members were Denny Yasuhara,
Harry Kajihara, Kaz Mayeda,
Cherry Kinoshita, Grant Ujifusa,

Jim Tsujimura, Frank Sato, Yosh
Nakashima, Shig Wakamatsu, Rose
Ochi, Art Morimitsu, David Nikaido
and Joseph Rauh.

Kajihara was chair of a fundrais-
ing drive in June 1985 to help sup-
port the LEC, whose legislative lob-
bying program was run from JACL's
office in Washington, D.C. Ujifusa,

who served as the legislative chair-

man, was instrumental in developing
the Washington, D.C. program and
LEC's legislative strategy.

Grayce Uyehara served as an at-
large member before becoming
LEC’s executive director in 1985.
She worked from her office in West
Chester, Pennsylvania and also com-
muted three to four times a week to
the JACL office in Washington, D.C.
Her staff members were Associate
Director Colleen Darling, who
worked on JACL's Redress Program
under John Tateishi and Rochelle
Wandzura, who was on the JACL
Washington, D.C. staff.

The LEC’s goals and objectives
were to provide updates to the
Pacific Citizen to inform the JACL
membership on’ the status of their
Redress lobbying and continue their
legislative strategy — which includ-
ed working with Senators Daniel
Inouye and Sparky Matsunaga from

Hawaii and Congressmen Norman

Mineta and Robert Matsui from
California. LEC members also
worked to develop coalitions with
others to gain support for their

keeping

Redress bills.

Some people consider Matsunaga
instrumental in obtaining
Congressional support for Redress.
He introduced legislation that led to
the formation of the Commission on
Wartime Relocation and Internment
of Civilians.

Jerry Enomoto became the chair
of the LEC board in 1986 after the
passing of Yasui. The board mem-
bers were Ujifusa, Kinoshita,
Wakamatsu, Kajihara, Tsujimura,
Rauh, Morimitsu, and Yasuhara with
new members Mollie Fujioka, Gene
Takamine, Peggy Liggett, Cressey
Nakagawa and Henry Tanaka.

At the time LEC was working on
the Redress bills, HR 442 and
S.1009, there were 60,000 surviving
internees. When President Reagan
signed the Civil Liberties Act of
1988, it was a day of celebration but
also a time to remember the
internees who had already passed
away and never received their apol-
ogy from the president and their
$20,000 reparations check.

Both JACL and LEC worked to
ensure that the regulations governing
the Civil Liberties Act of 1988 were
followed and were responsible for

aboﬁl I'l.DW- Ihé dlgtnbuuon of
Redress funds would be adminis-
tered. W

Kathy Aoki is a Contra Costa JACL
chapter member.

s

Why | Support Barack Obama

By PAUL IGASAKI

This country, our world, desperately needs leadership. Leadership that
will call us, and call our allies, to new possibilities. We cannot rely alone on
military strength to keep world peace or to keep our nation safe. We can
show that working together we can reverse the trend of
environmental deterioration and make this nation less
dependent on oil. We can end an ill-conceived war and
direct our attention to challenge terrorism.
|  We can make a health care system that provides for all
4| of us, and does not force families to choose between
poverty and well-being. Our schools need to get the sup-
port that makes them the best in the world and our col-
leges available to more than the wealthy. And we need
to restore our economy, ending an era of “anything goes™
for powerful financial institutions.

How do we fight terrorism? Do we do it by throwing aside the rules, the
promises that define the United States? As a Japanese American, I know that
this is not the first time that our fear and our prejudices allow us to forget that
we are a nation that promises equal rights and due process of law.

By standing strong by our Constitution, applying its principles in our deal-
ings with the world, we will build an alliance against terror and genocide
more powerful than fear or threats. We do not need torture and we should

not practice it.

Neither President Bush, nor can-
didate John McCain will provide ‘John F. Kennedy 48
that leadership. Sen. Barack years ago called
Obama will. This is a rare moment a tonal
in istory. As 8o many i the Americans to nation
world are torn apart by religious or service and called for
ﬁm;md‘mﬁ we Wmﬂi"““’? the world to work

t African American to the presi-
dency sk 40 yedes iher liws: Soe- together for freedom.
bade his parents’ marriage or his Barack Obama has

| attending many of our public  gsked the same of us ...~

schools.

When some in this country deny
our nation’s immigrant heritage,
we can affirm it by electing a president who values it — his father came here

for an American education. His belief in diversity and tolerance came from

growing up in multicultural Hawaii and having relatives with white, Asian
and African roots.

That is the America of the 21st century and the world will learn that diver-
sity is a resource, not a cause for violence.

Thomas Jefferson said that the viability of our democracy is the responsi-
bility of every citizen. JAs became community organizers to redress the
injustice we faced during World War IL. It took decades for retirees and stu-
dents, homemakers and businesspeople, Republicans and Democrats to
come together to determine how best to seek justice.

Like the abolitionists that took action to end slavery, suffragettes that won
the vote for women and peace activists that opposed some of the wars we
have been involved in, American history and American patriotism is exer-
cised by citizens that take responsibility for our future.

The Civil Liberties Act of 1988 was won by our community, coalition
allies and others who believed justice is part of the American heritage.
Bipartisan Congressional majorities and Presidents Reagan and Bush ulti-
mately supported the Redress bill and its funding.

As a teacher of law, Obama taught about the injustices of the relocation
and, as a community organizer, he applied the lessons that we learned on
behalf of Chicagoans facing unemployment following the decay of Rust Belt

MecCain was in the Senate and he voted against the Redress bill, breaking
with the Republicans and Democrats that sent a message on behalf of our
Constitution. If that is what being a “maverick™ is, we don’t need that kind
of leadership. Whatever his reasons, Barack Obama and I, have a different
view of what American justice is all about.

John F. Kennedy 48 years ago called Americans to national service
and called for the world to work together for freedom. Barack Obama
has asked the same of us and the younger generation is responding. So
should we all. M

Paul Igasaki is deputy CEO of Equal Justice Works. He also served as vice
chair & chair of the U.S. Equal Employment Opportunity Commission and
the JACL'’s Washington, D.C. representative.
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[ PETER SHIGEKI FRANDSEN ]

THE SHIGEKI SHAKE DOWN

The Fountain of Youth

The end of the marathon is fast approaching and the time of decision
will soon be close at hand. Almost 20 months ago, the 2008 presidential
campaign began. And soon it will be over.

I feel bad for political Web sites like Fivethirtyeight.com and
Realclearpolitics.com. What will they do with themselves when there is
no more data to mine and no more minds to sway?

Web sites like those, Wolf Blitzer’s beard, and so many other factors
have made this particular political season one of the best presidential
races to follow. There is so much information to comb through, it makes
your head spin.

Even better than watching the various national and state polls soar and
dip is watching the talking heads trying to give meaningful reasons for
each little blip on the latest trend line. Even better than that is watching
those same pundits trying to calculate the ever elusive energetic youth
vote,

Some of these pundits point to the fact that youth cannot be properly
polled because, for the most part, cell phones are not included in polling
operations. Others seem to disqualify this segment of the American popu-
lation because of stereotypes of lazy young voters who generated low
voting rates in past elections. While still others over estimate the combi-
nation of same-day registration and early voting initiatives.

None of these brilliant minds can accurately predict what the youth
vote will do to this year’s election.

Maybe I can.

Seeing how I was born the year that Ronald Reagan was swomn into
office, T am technically not considered a part of the youth vote. However,
the fact that I do not have a landline (Yes, I only have a cell phone: it is
s0 2008 of me.) and watched MTV's “TRL" while still in high school
means I am not that far ahead.

This will only be the third presidential election that I will vote in, and I
find my thoughts and opinions formed in the crosscurrents of the past
and future.

I am old enough to remember life without the Internet, but young
enough to fluently use Google as a verb, in speech and action. I am
young enough to “believe” in global warming, but old enough to know
that going green means leaving a better planet for those who follow.

I am young enough to have read about the civil rights movement while
in school, but old enough to understand its nuances in today's culture. I
am old enough to be tired of partisanship, but young enough to believe
we can get past it.

As a member of this generation, I can comfortably be a Republican
who believes the biggest challenge of the future is eradicating global
poverty, not religious fundamentalism.

I am a member of a generation that has been given everything. Does
this make us spoiled? I hope not. But it does give us confidence and
assurance that we can be whatever we choose. We can be free market
Democrats or we can be Republicans who see how the invisible hand of
that same free market sometimes slaps the poorest people the hardest.

With youth comes great mental flexibility. While I still consider myself
a Republican, I strongly agree with many tenets of Democratic theory.
The mentality of the rising generation often bucks at the conventional
wisdom of the past. I do not have to fit neatly into the contrived defini-
tions of liberal or conservative. I can define the issues that matter to me
and watch the politicians twist to fit into my mold, not I into theirs.

Because of this flexibility, I can be a Republican who supports federal
investments in scientific research, including stem cell research, to open
the doors of technology to real health care and green energy discoveries
and solutions.

I am young enough to seek older, more experienced minds and opin-
ions, but old enough to see through the occasional biases and hypocrisies.

I 'can be a Republican who vehemently supports Senator Barack
Obama.

I can be whatever I choose. And at this time, in this election, so can
you.

My call to you is to look at all the issues. Maybe green technology is
not your passion. Maybe foreign policy does not excite you. But surely
something does. You need to find those things that speak to you.

Then find the “candidate-of-best-fit.”” But, whatever you do, don’t vote
the way you always do just because it's the way you always have. If you
follow this advice, you will feel a lot younger, I promise. Il

Peter Shigeki Frandsen is currently a student at Columbia University,
College of Dental Medicine. He is also a Mt. Olympus JACL member:

[ HARRY K. HONDA ]

VERY TRLUILY YOURS

Asians in Ireland, a Most ‘Visible’ Minority

MY INITIAL ENCOUNTER with minorities in
Ireland wasn'’t racial because of color. While resting
inside the Dublin airport, the fellow who met me off the
plane with a wheelchair engaged in small talk with
another wheelchair aide. I first thought it was Gaelic, but
was told they were speaking Polish.

It was after 2004 when 10 Eastern Europe nations
joined the European Union. And Ireland was one of 12
original EU member nations in 1966. As of 1993, there
were ne restrictions on the movement of goods, services,

Under these circumstances, hardworking young Polish
workers headed west from 2004, Ireland was their first
choice because of its Catholicism and opportunity to
learn English. Ireland immediately removed major barri-
ers for employment to fill a growing economy yearning
for cheap labor.

And as EU workers, the Poles are called “migrants,”
distinct from being called “immigrants™ designating non-
EU workers.

With inflation said to be prevailing this year, Irish emi-
gration has been rising, yet the Republic of Ireland antic-
ipates a significant number of immigrants. And migrants,
such as Slovaks, Latvians, Estonians and Lithuanians,
continue to come.

It seems Polish is on its way to what Spanish is to the
U.S. The Irish call Eastern Europeans “Poles,” just as
Americans tend to lump Guatemalans, Venezuelans and
Latin Americans as “Mexicans.”

As we drove through many towns during our two
weeks in Ireland, Chinese restaurants were easy to spot.
After feasting at a Chinese restaurant in Dublin’s fashion
district, we asked the manager how many Chinese live in
Ireland. He first thought about 70,000. Then added,

“maybe 100,000,” recallmg the number he read in news-
papers.

Ireland’s 2006 census found some 16,000 Chinese —
leading one to believe they were the naturalized Irish cit-
izens. Who knows how many there are otherwise?
Furthermore, multilingual government inspectors are
hard pressed to speak Chinese as they visit workplaces,
notes “Hibernia Girl,” a blog devoted to free speech.

Originally, many Chinese came to Britain from Hong
Kong as Commonwealth citizens in the late 1950s, and
settled in Northem Island, where opportunities were the
brightest. In the 1980s, ethnic Chinese students came
from Malaysia, Singapore and Vietnam. And the young

people went to work in their relatives’ restaurants, so the
story goes. :

With present day migrations to Ireland flowing from
Mainland China, which comprises the largest Asian
group, the matter of self-identity prevails as their chil-
dren (second generation) find it important o examine.
Some feel they’re “not really Irish™ and “not very

Last year, Anna Lo, 56, was elected to Northern
Ireland’s Assembly from South Belfast, the first minority
in politics there. A native of Hong Kong, she is chief
executive of the Chinese Welfare Association in Belfast.
A 32-year resident, she’s neither Protestant nor Catholic
— she’s Taoist. Her Belfast brogue is tainted with a
Cantonese twist, the China Daily reported.

According to the Japanese Embassy in Dublin, the
Japanese resident count is 919, as of December 1998 —
exclusive of students from Japan.

A small Japanese sign I saw behind Dublin Castle, the
700-year seat of British rule in Ireland, was in a restau-
rant window seeking a Japanese chef — written in
Nihongo.

The boiled Irish potatoes, mashed turnips and Irish
soda bread were all delicious, but we finally went for
gohan. Our Conrad Hotel concierge in Dublin explained
there were many ramen pubs downtown. We chose
Yamamori Noodles, the one listed in our tour book.

My tonkatsu came with a generous side of cooked and
fried yasai — artfully presented but unexpected.
Undoubtedly that’s the way the Irish prefer or assume
Japanese cuisine to be.

This trip was a vacation with my daughter and her
family. While there, we met their friends, Barry and
Denise O’Sullivan of Galway, Kevin and Carmel
O’Sullivan and Carmel Coghlan from Cork, and Peter
Milner and Susan Price of Los Altos Hills,

Mary Arra, who also traveled with us and hails from
West County Cork, knew where the late Cardinal
Timothy Manning lived as a young man. Mary steered
us to the oratory dedicated to him in Gougane Barra. An
oratory in Ireland can either be a village chapel or com-
bination of a chapel and community center.

Cardinal Manning was the archbishop of Los Angeles
from 1970-1985. When Manning was pursuing his
priestly studies in Italy, he resided at the Maryknoll
House in Rome and thus, is fondly remembered by the
Maryknoll Nikkei in Little Tokyo. l
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When Everyone Told Her No, She Rewrote the Rules

Kimberlee Bassford shines a light on the late
Congresswoman Patsy Mink’s life and legacy in

a new documentary.

By LYNDA LIN
Assistant Editor

Obama, there was Patsy Mink,” said filmmaker

14 ‘I like to say before Hillary Clinton and Barack

Kimberlee Bassford about the little girl from
Hawaii who grew up to become the first woman of color in

Congress.

In history books, the sum of Mink’s 12-term career in the House of
Representatives stretches past page margins. The late Congresswoman was a his-
tory making elected official, the driving force behind Title IX legislation, and
most of all a woman who took the answer “no” as a challenge of a lifetime,

But it was one little known fact about the late Congresswoman that grabbed
Bassford’s attention. In 1972, Mink ran for president as the first woman to seek
the nation’s highest office. Before Sen. Clinton and Gov. Sarah Palin, Mink
was knocking down the thickest of glass ceilings. The irony isn’t lost on
Bassford, 31, whose documentary, “‘Patsy Mink: Ahead of the Majority,” pre-
mieres at the Hawaii International Film Festival.

* What
does war solve?

“A Passage Through SEVEN
LIVES is a stunning and perceptive
memoir/history of Japanese culture
and imperialism before and after the
World War Il

“Kyo Takahashi weaves a majestic
lapestry, using the history of Japan
and bloody battlefields as the warp,
and lives of people who were involved
in the war, as the weft. Every fact was
blended in carefully with artistic il-
lustrations, creating a shocking and
enlightening panorama.

“This book is a valuable addition
for those not familiar with Quaker
Friends' supportive actions for.Japa-
nese Americans who were sent to the
internment camps.” —from Reviews

A Passage Through

SEVEN LIVES

—The Pacific War Legacy—
by KYO TAKAHASHI

6"x 9" paperback, 504 pages includes
over 250 illustrations, 25 maps, and charts,

$23.99
10% goes to the AFSC Peace Fund

available at Amazon.com
and Alibris.com
*
Visit— http://KyoVision7.com

Even a Hawaii native like Bassford only
knew snippets of Mink’s legacy — a fact that
was a little embarrassing at first, she admits
with a laugh. But then the real question aris-
es: why don’t more women know about
Mink’s bid for presidency?

*She didn’t toot her own horn,” said
Bassford, whose previous work includes
“*Unnatural Causes,” a PBS series investigat-
ing socioeconomic and racial disparities in
health. But also because the media mostly
counted Mink out as a severe underdog. Back
then, Mink drew the same ah-shucks attitude
that continues to plague women today. She’s
running for president? Isn't that sweet?

It was a reoccurring theme in Mink's career
— she fought for equality that many take for
granted today.

“Women no longer have qualms about
career choices. But there are still barriers. We
saw that in this presidential race when Hillary
Clinton was treated poorly,” said Bassford.

Sexism still exists, even if we don’t always
acknowledge it.

“That was a motivation behind working on
this documentary,” said Bassford, “to educate
people and keep fighting.”

Finding Inspiration

“I was bomn after Title IX, so I grew up
thinking I could become anything I set my
mind to do, whether it’s go to law school or
become a documentary filmmaker,” said
Bassford, who is of Chinese and Filipino
descent.

Growing up, she was always passionate
about -artistic expression. She danced and
became a cheerleader at Punahou School,
Obama’s alma mater. Then she went to earn
her bachelor’s degree in psychology at
Harvard University and plunged into a period
of self-reflection. What was she going to do
with her life?

Bassford enjoyed teaching, but she didn’t
want to be confined to a classroom, so she
enrolled in the graduate journalism program
at the University of California, Berkeley and
embarked on a career as a documentary film-
maker. \

While Bassford was in graduate school in
2002, Mink passed away. The filmmaker

started researching.

“So many things surprised me,” said
Bassford.

When Mink arrived in Washington, D.C.,
she became the nation’s novelty. In news arti-
cles, she was constantly described as “pretty.”
She appeared on TV shows to endure ques-
tions about her ethnicity and gender. In rare
news footage, Mink is seen frolicking in the
snow with Hubert Humphrey. On another
show, she even performed the hula — some-
thing very un-Congress like, said Bassford.

“She was always cast as the ‘other,’ both as
a minority and as a woman.”

To research, Bassford read everything she
could find about Mink and talked to people
who knew her best, including daughter
Gwendolyn Mink, now a Woman Studies
professor at Smith College.

Mink's widow, John, supported the docu-
mentary, but passed away before Bassford
could interview him. Production began in
October 2006 for the $500,000 film, which
was funded through grants and personal
donations including one from tennis legend
Billie Jean King.

Bassford met King in D.C. on “National
Girls and Women in Sports Day.” She was
researching at the Library of Congress, but
when she saw the tennis icon, she couldn’t
resist.

“I went up to her and said, “Hi, Ms. King.
I'm making a documentary on Patsy Mink."”

The Boy’s Club

“She was the first Asian American woman
from Hawaii in Congress taking on this old
boy’s club,” said Bassford.

In Hawaii, the “boys" were JA men with
household names like Inouye and Matsunaga.

In 1959 after Hawaii gained statehood,
Mink decided to run for- the House of
Representatives. Daniel K. Inouye was going
to run for the Senate. But Democratic Party
leaders thought the Senate seats should be
reserved for the party elders, so Inouye was
encouraged to run for the House seat instead
— against Mink.

“The machine bosses never wanted Patsy
in power, maybe because she was too inde-
pendent; maybe because she was a woman,”
said Bassford.

Mink ran over 20 campaigns in her life.
She lost many, but always bounced back like
a daruma doll.

“To me, she exemplifies what I want all my
politicians to be. She had an ego. But to her
politics wasn’t about power. She really want-
ed to be a servant of the people.”

Recently, Bassford held a small preview
screening of the documentary for Mink’s
family, including Gwendolyn and Patsy’s
brother Eugene Takemoto.

After the film ended, the room was quiet.

“I got nervous. Was this a good thing?”
said Bassford. It was a silence heavy with
emotions for an extraordinary woman.

“They were all crying.” Il

WATCH IT A

‘Patsy Mink: Ahead of the Majoriy

Oct. 18.tthe Hawal Inemational Fim Festivl
Info: wwwhiffiog

0ct. 30 on PBS Haweil

Growing up
Mink, a Sansei,
was nicknamed

‘Matsu’ for her
strenath.

To me, she
exemplifies what
I want all my
politicians to be.’

— Filmmaker
Kimberiee Bassford,
31, (left), about the

late Patsy Mink (top).
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JACL Honors ‘Redress Heroes’ at Annual Gala Dinner in D.C.

GALA DINNER
(Continued from page 1)

the executive director of the JACL
Legislative Education Committee
(LEC).

She was asked to fill the position
by Mike Masaoka until sufficient
funds for the lobbying campaign
could be raised. For the job, Grayce
commuted weekly from her home in
Philadelphia to Washington, D.C.
Three years later with her leadership,
the Redress bill was signed into law.

But when she took to the stage at
the Gala, Grayce said credit for the
bill's successful passage doesn’t
belong to just one person.

“Her main message was that
recognition properly goes not to her
individually, but to rank and file
chapter members and the LEC lead-
ers who worked so hard on the lob-
bying effort and provided the muscle
to get the bill passed,” said Paul
Uyehara, a current Philadelphia
JACL board member, about his
mother.

“And people may have forgotten
that although she was working for
LEC almost full time, she was not
being paid,” added Paul, who attend-
ed the event with Grayce and his dad
Hiroshi. “But again, she has not been
one to toot her own horn and I think
she really does think that the orches-
tor.”

It was sentiment echoed by anoth-
er “champion of Redress” — John
Tateishi, the JACL's immediate for-
mer national director.

“I'm very humbled by the recog-
nition, especially coming from the
JACL after all these years.” said
Tateishi, who became the organiza-
tion’s national redress director in
1978.

As the Redress director, Tateishi
crafted the campaign’s legislative
and public affairs strategies and lead
the movement that culminated in
justice for JAs.

News of the bill’s passage was a
moment he will never forget. On
Aug. 10, 1988, Tateishi was taking a
family vacation after years of dedi-
cated work on Redress in D.C. when
he heard the news.

“I was driving through Oregon
when we heard it on the news, and
my first thought was of my father,
with a real sense of regret that he had
passed away before this moment,”
said Tateishi. “When | had heard the
president was going to sign the bill, 1
felt a real sense of gratification and
was proud to have played a role in
bringing us to this moment. This
was the vindication that was so
important to the Nisei, but beyond
that, to the nation.”

After leaving the JACL, Tateishi
founded a management and public
affairs consulting firm and tontinued
his work as' an advocate of Asian

Pacific Americans and civil rights.
In 1999, he returned to the JACL as
the national director until 2006 when
he decided to step down for health
Teasons.

When he accepted his award at
the Gala, Tateishi said he believed in
the justice of Redress and named
another champion, Norman Mineta,
as the “real hero of Redress.”

Tateishi called Mineta a “rising
star in the House who risked his
political future to push both Redress
bills through.”

Mineta, then a California
Congressman, was the driving force
behind the passage of HR 442.
Tateishi said Mineta “paid a large
price to advocate what was an
unpopular bill among his colleagues
— both bills, the commission bill
and later, the appropriations bill.”

For almost 30 years, Mineta, a
former Heart Mountain internee,
represented San Jose, Calif. as a city
councilman and then as the first APA
mayor of a major U.S. city. From
1975 to 1995, he served as a mem-
ber of Congress. He also served
under two presidents as the secretary
of commerce and the secretary of
transportation.

The former secretary of trans-
portation, who attended the event
with his wife Deni, was also singled-
out as a role model by Nathan
Shinagawa, a JACL “Rising
Champion” award recipient.

The Rising Champion Award rec-
ognizes elected officials who show
great promise for the future. This
year, the JACL gave the awards to
Shinagawa and David Inoue.

Shinagawa, a native of Berkeley,
Calif. grew up at Enmanji Buddhist
Temple where he made pancakes for
the JACL and the Young Buddhist
Association meetings and listened to
his grandmother, Fusa, encourage
him to “be like Norm Mineta!”

Now 25, the Yonsei who is also of
Korean descent has represented the
4th District in New York's Tompkins
County Legislature since 2006.

“To be a ‘Rising Champion’
means that you are given a responsi-
bility to carry on the legacy of the
champions before you,” said
Shinagawa. “The champions hon-
ored that night never wavered from
their belief in justice. Even when the
odds were against them, and much
was on the line, they continued to
push. Truly, to be a rising champion
means to stand upon the shoulder of
giants.”

Inoue, 36, is currently seeking re-
election as an Advisory Neighbor-
hood Commissioner in Ward 7 of
Washington, D.C. Midway through
his first two-year term as commis-
sioner, he was elected chair of
Commission 7E, where he repre-
sented 2,000 D.C. residents in the
easternmost corner of the district.

. The Shin Nisei, who is also third

generation Chinese American, says
the internment is an inextricable part
of JA cultural heritage and the APA
experience.

“Though I am not directly impact-
ed by internment, I recognize the
significant role it plays in shaping
who we are as a community and the
need to remember the legacy of
internment as a base from which to
fight for justice and stand up for
those who are less fortunate,” said
Inoue, the administrative director for

PHOTOS: HIRO NISHIKAWA

John Tateishi (left) called
Norman Mineta (above)
a rising star in the House
who risked his political
future to push both
Redress bills through.'

Christ House, a 32-bed medical
facility serving the homeless.

“To be honored on that evening in
particular alongside those who led
the fight years ago is humbling and
confers a significant responsibility
upon me to carry on the legacy
established by those who came
before,” he added.

The American Jewish Committee
(AJC), an early supporter of the
Redress movement, was also hon-
ored with a “Champion” award

along with corporate partner AT&T
for helping to continue to tell the
story of Redress to younger genera-
tions.

At the event Bill Yoshino, JACL
Midwest regional director, was also
honored for 30 years of service to the
organization.

“The event was another success in
keeping the JACL squarely in the
middle of the D.C. scene.,” said
JACL National Director Floyd Mori.
“The honorees for the Gala are true
champions, and we appreciate the
work they did to bring about Redress
and to help the JACL continue its
work in leadership development and
civil rights.”

*“I think the Gala was an unquali-
fied success. To have Secretary
Mineta, John Tateishi and Grayce
Uyehara on the same program was
breathtaking,” said JACL National
President Larry Oda.

“Redress was a once in a lifetime
accomplishment, and on this signifi-
cant anniversary when we still have
the leaders available to honor, we
must make every effort to publicly
recognize their contributions,” he
added W

For more information or to join the
JACL, go to www.jacl.org.

-+

GOING FOR
HONOR, GOING
FOR BROKE:
THE 442 STORY

GOING ror HONOR,
GOING ror BROKE
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| Please send me “Going for Honor, Going for Broke: The 442 Story” on DVD i
I ) PC 10/17/08 I
NAME:
! ADDRESS: .
| E QUANTITY @ $14.99 EA.: i
| CITY/STATE/ZIP; |
TAX:
I TELEPHONE: I
| SUBTOTAL: |
$14.99 each - Tax: (Calif., 7.25% per disc; L.A. County 8.25%;
I Orange County 7.75%; outside Calif. nonapplicable.) Postage & s i
| Handling: $5 for 1 disc, $2 each additional disc |
I Send and make checks payable to: George Johnston, At T 1
PO. Box 3442, Santa Monica, CA 90408-3442
[ Email: g4hg4b@aol.com i
L__—-------—-----_----------‘

VETERANS DAY SPECIAL
Order 2 or more DVDs for $10.99 each.

(1st DVD s $14.99, offer expires Nov. 30, 2008)

The short-form educational documentary by
George Toshio Johnston (Rafie Shimpe columnist
and former Pacific Citizen editor)

Winner: Selected Work Award,
2007 Tokyo Video Festival
Screened at 2006 VC Filmfest

Those who have seen Going for Honor, Going for Broke say:

“Excellent. Great for junior high and high school students.”

“The DVD is as great as the 100th Infantry Battalion
and the 442nd Infantry Regiment.”

Bonus Material: This DVD contains a version of the “Echoes of
Silence” database compiled by the Americans of Japanese
Ancesiry WWII Memorial Alliance.

Running time: 16 mins,
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Vote No on Prop 8: Our Daughter is Not a Second-Class Citizen

By HAROLD KAMEYA

Twenty years ago, our then 20-
year-old daughter Valerie told us she
was gay. As Sansei from Hawaii
raised in a socially conservative
Japanese American culture, Valerie's
announcement devastated us,

At that time, we were woefully
ignorant on issues of sexual orienta-
tion, including that being gay is not a
choice. As part of that ignorance, we
were saddened that we would never
see our daughter get married or have
a family.

Fortunately, we were referred to
an organization called Parents
Families and Friends of Lesbians
and Gays (PFLAG). We were the
only Asian Pacific Americans in
PFLAG, but it became our lifeboat,
guiding us in our search to under-
stand a topic that none of our JA
friends or family ever spoke about.

In 1990, we were asked to share
our experiences with a group of gay
APAs. That meeting was a turning
point for us. After we spoke, we
were moved by the tears on the faces
of the audience. They told us about
the pain that gays and lesbians faced.
In tumn, they opened up our minds
and hearts, and we decided to help
break the silence in our community.

Supported by other straight allies,
clergy and churches in the United
Church of Christ and PFLAG, we
spoke out at conventions and to
church groups and college classes.

Reaching out to the APA commu-

Ellen and Harold Kameya are voting no on Calif’s Proposition 8.

nity has been difficult. We have
found that our community does not
like to deal with subjects that are
“uncomfortable” or outside the nor-
mal scope of daily conversation.

Thus, as parents of a gay daughter,
we were amazed and touched when
the national JACL endorsed mar-
riage equality for same-sex couples
in 1994. It was a bold and coura-
geous decision — and one that pro-
foundly inspired us. To both of us, it
was a sign that our otherwise closed
community might be cracking open
the door ever so slightly to gays and
lesbians.

Since 1994, that door has been
pushed wide open. Just as society
has become more accepting of gays
and lesbians, JAs and APAs general-
ly have also become more accepting.

=
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In part, open support for gays and
lesbians from community organiza-

tions, elected officials and positive
media stories have helped shift pub-
lic opinion.

For example, in its 2006 voter sur-
vey, the Asian Pacific American
Legal Center found that 63 percent
of JAs supported marriage equality
for gays and lesbians.

That support for the freedom to |
marry makes us very happy. Ellen |

and I have been married for 42 years,
When we think about marriage, we
think of our own wedding day, when
we publicly declared to the world
our love and commitment to each
other. It was a day cherished by our
families and friends, and most of all,
by the two of us.

It is a day that 1 never thought our -

(800) 544-8828
www.jaclcu.com

daughter Valerie would be able to
celebrate. .

When the state Supreme Court
recognized that barring marriage
to same-sex couples violated our
state Constitution earlier this year,
our daughter gained something
that is both precious and common
— the basic right to marry the per-
son of her choice. Her mother and
I are thrilled that our daughter can
Now IMarry.

As Californians go to the polls to
vote this November, it saddens us
that some voters might want to

take away Valerie's right to marry
the person she loves. On Nov. 4,
please do not make our daughter
Valerie a second-class citizen —
vote no on Proposition 8 and pro-
tect her freedom to marry.

To help stop Proposition 8, con-
tact Asian Pacific Islander PFLAG,
apipflag@yahoo.com or API
Equality-LA at www.apiequalityla.
org. B

Harold and Ellen Kameya are
long-time residents of Granada
Hills, Calif.

PROPOSITION 8
(Continued from page 1)

Court handed down a historic 4-3
decision to extend legal marriage
rights to same-sex couples.
Proposition 8 would amend the state
constitution to legally recognize
only marriages between a man and a
woman,

Citing a shared history of mar-

cal in our advocacy work and is an
asset few organizations have,” said
Patty Wada, NCWNP regional direc-
tor. “Their outreach to 400 local
families serves as a shining example
of how we can educate our neigh-
bors about the dangers of
Proposition 8.”

The JACL has been a longtime
supporter of marriage equality. In
1994, JACL became the first non-

Yoy N

riage discrimination, many APA
leaders say it’s important to take a
stand against inequality. Until 1967,
many APAs were similarly barred
from marrying the partner of their
choice because of anti-miscegena-
tion laws.

In addition to national JACL
action, local chapters and districts
have also taken up the cause. The
Watsonville-Santa Cruz JACL
recently sent out letters to 400
Nikkei families in Santa Cruz
County opposing Proposition B,

“As a civil rights organization

~ with nearly a 75-year history of

advocating fair treatment of all peo-
ple, the Watsonville-Santa Cruz
JACL reaffirms its stance first taken
in 1994 by the national JACL to sup-
port marriage equality,” wrote
Marcia Hashimoto, Watsonville-
Santa Cruz chapter president, in the
letter.

“Regardless of how you feel about
this issue, please help guarantee the
same fundamental rights and equali-
ty of every Californian,” she added.

“The grassroots effort — like that
demonstrated by the Watsonville-
Santa Cruz JACL — shows how
JACL’s network of chapters is criti-

Right To Ma
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gay organization — after the
American Civil Liberties Union —
to support same-sexX marriage.

In 1967, the late William M.
Marutani, a civil rights advocate and
the first APA judge outside the West
Coast, argued the cause in Loving v.
Virginia for the JACL by special
leave of the court. In that case, the
nation’s highest court struck down
anti-miscegenation laws in more
than a dozen states.

Today, California is home to the
largest percentage of the nation’s
same-sex couples. According to
new research from the Williams
Institute at the University of
California, Los Angeles School of
Law, an estimated 11,000 same-sex
couples have married in California
in the first three months since such
marriages were made legal in the
state.

Nearly 25 percent of same-sex
couples in California are raising
more than 52,000 children, accord-
ing to the study.

“Clearly, same-sex couples who
seek legal recognition are in endur-
ing relationships,” said Gary Gates,
a Williams Institute senior research
fellow, in a statement. Hll
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ANTI-MUSLIM

(Continued from page 1)

“Propaganda_distributed via The
Oregonian can only spread misinfor-
mation and instill fear and distrust of
all Muslim Americans in our com-
munity,” said Dozono, chief execu-
tive officer of Azumano Travel, to
the Pacific Citizen.

Like many others who objected to
the DVD, Dozono canceled his sub-
scription to the daily newspaper. He
compares The Oregonian’s decision
to distribute the controversial DVD
to the newspaper’s role during World
War II in fanning the flames of anti-
Japanese American sentiment.

“The Oregonian had a leading role
in misinforming and convincing the

readers of the paper that it was in the -

nation’s interest to evacuate and
incarcerate all JAs ..." said Dozono.

“JAs and all Oregonians have the
responsibility to say never again will
we allow any ethnic or religious
groups be discriminated.”

Racial prejudice is something the
JA community is all too familiar
with. After Japan’s attack on Pearl
Harbor, JAs were perceived as
potential threats to national security.
The results have been written into
history books as a national shame —
hundreds of thousands of JAs were
rounded uvp and incarcerated in
barbed wire internment camps.

This history is the reason why
Portland JACLers reached out to the
local Arab and Muslim American
communities after the Sept. 11th ter-
rorist attacks, said Jeff Selby,
Portland JACL chapter president.

“The Japanese American commu-
nity knows the effects of discrimina-
tion all too well from the internment

-Good Faith Coalition in -

experience,” said Selby.
“When other communi-
ties face similar chal-
lenges, we must use our
experiences and knowl-
edge to help them in their
struggles.

“When news of the
DVD was announced,
Portland JACL immedi-
ately voted to join the

protesting the dissemina-

tion of a message that could possibly
incite hate and violence against our
Muslim brothers and sisters,” he
added.. -

“Obsession™ features scholars,
journalists and others describing rad-
ical Islam as a worldwide terrorism
movement committed to destroying
Western culture.

Nationally, about 70 newspapers

FILIPINO VETS
(Continued from page 1)

according to a spokesperson for Sen.
Daniel Akaka, D-Hawaii, a sponsor
of the Senate measure.

Sen. Richard Burr, the ranking
member of the Senate Veterans
Affairs Committee chose to block
Akaka's request to form a confer-
ence committee on the Senate floor
before Congress adjourned, said
Jesse Broder Van Dyke, Akaka's
press secretary.

Akaka, chairman of the Veterans’
renew his advocacy in the new
Congress next year.

“While Congress voted to estab-
lish a nearly $200 million Filipino
Veterans Equity fund this year,
opponents of Filipino veterans equi-
ty successfully blocked the legisla-
tion required to provide veteran sta-
tus and compensation to the few
remaining Filipino veterans of
World War I1,” said Akaka in a state-
ment.

“We have been deterred, but we
are not defeated. | intend to return to
this issue in the next Congress. The
march toward equity is not over,” he
added.

S. 1315, the Veterans’ Benefits
Enhancement Act of 2007, an

omnibus veterans” benefits bill, con-
tained provisions to provide WWII
Filipino veterans who served under
U.S. military command with recog-
nition as veterans, a limited pension,
and increased compensation for their
twilight years.

These provisions were adapted
from S. 57, the Filipino Veterans
Equity Act, introduced by Sen.
Daniel K. Inouye. Akaka led a suc-
cessful floor fight for S. 1315 in the
Senate, defeating an amendment to
remove the Filipino veterans lan-
guage and secunng Senate passage
by a vote of 96 to 1.

In the House, the Filipino veter-
ans’ provisions were stripped and
efforts to negotiate a final version of
the bill were blocked when the bill
was returned to the Senate.

The measure’s failure ‘coincides
with Filipino American History
Month, which many veterans and

_advocates regard as salt on a wound.

During WWII, Filipino men who
were citizens of the Philippines —
then a U.S. possession — fought
under the command of the U.S. mil-
itary. After the war, Gen. Omar
Bradley and the U.S. government
recognized them as U.S. veterans.
But less than a year later, their veter-
an status was stripped by an act of
Congress.

REVERSE MORTGAGE

Call for a free information package

Certified Public Accountant

If you are 62 or older and own your house,
a Reverse Mortgage may benefit you!
* Turn Home Equity into Tax Free Cash
= You keep fitle to your home

* No Monthly Mortgage Payments
= Safe FHA Program Designed for Seniors

“I pledge to provide excellent customer service
with the highest standard of ethics”

25+ Years Experience as a Financial Professional
David C. Miyagawa Chee

CA Dept. of Real Estate - Real Estate Broker #01391106

1 -800-967-3575

“This was a shameful act against
our brothers in arms — who fought
side-by-side with America’s greatest
generation and risked their lives to
rescue American prisoners of war,”
said Akaka.

All of the remaining Filipino vet-
erans are in the twilight of their lives.

“My work on this important issue
is not finished,” Inouye said in a
statement. “When the 1llth

Congress begins, I will consider all |

options to gain the legislative author-
ity needed to expend the funds, as
well as secure the recognition and
houorihafFihpmoveﬁemns of World |
War II so duly deserve.” H
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Protesters denounce The Oregonian.

distributed *“Obsession,” sponsored
by the Clarion Fund. A few papers
refused to carry the DVD.

After “Obsession” was distributed
to readers of Ohio's Dayton Daily
News, a 10-year-old girl was sprayed
in the face Sept. 26 while at a local
Islamic mosque. Police officials
have said the incident is not a hate
crime, but a board member of the
Islamic Society of Greater Dayton
told the newspaper that many people
at the mosque speculated that the
incident was the result of the
“Obsession™ DVD. :

Clarion, a New York-based non-
profit organization founded in 2006
to address “the most urgent threat of
radical Islam,” spent millions of dol-

lars distributing the DVDs mostly in

battleground election states.

*“We found [newspapers were]| the
most economical and best way to get
it out there,” said Clarion Fund
spokesman Gregory Ross to the
Associated Press,

‘The New York Times distributed
“Obsession” on the grounds that

rejecting it would violate the spon-

. sor’s right to free speech. The deci-

sion generated letters, cancellations
and even a protest. The controversy
has also raised questions about
whether newspapers should offer a
platform to everyone willing to pay
for distribution.

The Oregonian Publisher Fred
Stickel said free speech principles
obligate the paper to make its adver-
tising as open as possible.

Kelly McBride, head of the ethics
faculty at the journalism think tank
Poynter Institute, said papers gener-
ally reject ads only if they promote
illegal activity or might incite vio-
lence. The “Obsession” DVD, at
most, makes people angry, she said.

“It’s pretty hard to make an argu-
ment to reject it,” she said. “It’s hard
to articulate a standard that ‘would
give you the opportunity to reject
something like the ‘Obsession’ DVD
but allow other types of political,
religious or anti-religious speech.”

Many community members dis-
agree.

“This DVD crosses the line,” said
Dozono.

“A complaint has been filed with
Portland’s Office of Human
Relations,” said Selby, a commission
advisor who helped to make the
“Obsession” DVD the main topic of
discussion on the next meeting agen-
da. W

On the Web
www.pdxjacl.org

www.clarionfund.org

Join our 2009 health insurance renewal meeﬁngs!

Nov. Ist : JACL Headquarters, 1765 Sutter Street, SF at 2om
Nov. 8th : Holiday Inn Downtown, 1055 Van Ness, Fresne at 2om
Nov. 16th : JACCC Building 3rd & San Pediro, LA (Little Tokyo) qf'zpm"' |

There will be refreshmems giveaways and a raffle prizes. No RSVP Is required. .
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BUDGET
(Continued from page 1)

to estimates, will help make up the
deficit, said Spry.

“The so-called deficit is more of
an accounting delay than a deficit,”
said JACL National Director Floyd
Mori.

The summer months have always
been a financially difficult time for
the JACL. Much of the organiza-
tion’s revenues are ‘“back-end
loaded.” said JACL National
President Larry Oda, who added that
fundraisers like the Pacific Citizen's
annual Holiday Issue and the Annual
Giving campaign needs to be com-
pleted in order to get the whole
financial picture.

As of Aug. 31, the JACL has a
$119,976 deficit, one of the largest in
the last few bienniums. The reason
for the deficit is not new — “lagging
membership and its impact on rev-
enues is the most bothersome issue
we have to deal with,” said Mori.

‘We are not facing a crisis’
Membership makes up about 43

percent of expected revenue for

2008, according to the

secretary/treasurer report submitted
at the Sept. 27 national board meet-
ing in Washington, D.C.

Over the years, JACL's member-
ship numbers have been steadily
decreasing. At the end of September,

D

NIKKEI

SENIOR GARDENS

ASSISTED LIVING
MEMORY SUPPORT

membership revenue was down
$74,000. If this trend continues,
membership revenue could be down
$97.000 by the end of the year.

For an organization that has strug-
gled with membership, the country’s
economic downturn has created
another obstacle. In this type of
economy, families are generally
more prone (o go into savings mode,
said Spry. “The bad economy may
cause a steeper decline in member-

But he adds, “We are not facing a
crisis. Thinking crisis and acting cri-
sis often precipitates an actual crisis.
We are not flush with cash, but we
do have reserves.” ;

Oda agrees. “Things aren’t real

bad yet” he said, adding that the
national board’s commitment to
begin a systematic review of pro-
gram completions will help monitor
the organization’s financial health.
JACL’s investments are down
about $1 million compared to the
end of 2007, said Spry, adding that

the loss does not exceed what the -

line with the benchmarks we’ve set
with Highmark so the money is
being managed appropriately. We
are stepping up the frequency with
which we’re reviewing though to
every month just to be diligent.”

As of Aug. 31, the Legacy Fund is

*at $6.2 million, the Life Trust

Endowment is at $478,698 and the
National Endowment sits at
$427.471. The Masaoka Endow-
ment Fund is at $359,802 and the

“The National Investment Policy
Committee is very active in oversee-
ing the management of our portfolio.
While our investments are both in
equity and long-term securities, we
are not involved in mortgages.
However, the precarious position of
some of the major financial institu-
tions could undoubtedly have a neg-
ative impact on JACL's investment
portfolio,” said Mori.

“In the short term our investments
are safe and income for this year is
already taken. There has been a
decrease in the value of our portfo-

lio, but it has been less than what the

HONORING THE PAST.
CELEBRATING OUR FUTURE.

If you or someone close to your heart needs additional assistance with daily living, there’s a place
of comtort and joy waiting. That place is Nikkei Senior Gardens — a unique assisted living community
in the Arleta area where seniors can live as independently as possible, yet be surrounded by the
culture, family and warmth of the Japanese-American community. Here you'll discover the compassion,
security and care you expect, in a convenient. location that keeps loved ones close to each other.

Nikkei Senior Gardens
9221 Arleta Avenue * Arleta, CA 91331
(818) 899-1000 * www.NikkeiSeniorGardens.com

market has experienced,” he added.

The Future

The economic crisis has already
claimed other non-profit organiza-
tions that relied on grants, said Spry.
Fewer grant opportunities means
more emphasis on membership.

“Economic stress and turmoil will
force us to look at efficiencies, but
more importantly it will allow us to
look at new opportunities fo advance
the JACL. We cannot continue to do

ship.” JACL Reserve Fund sits at : A
* “The present economic busgless as usuwal.” said
turmoil is not a good thin ‘There’s a happy medium some- Mo :
for anybod ginch.lding In-July, ‘the national
el Yw I{- " ¢ where, we just need to diSCOVer  council adopted a 2009-10
fekin g coaiieny s wiiat that is for JACL.' budget that  includes
:i g w;fe:hznﬁn_ . aggressive membership
b Larry Oda, JACL Nat! President - £oals to fund programs and
coeies:crifie TACL bude move towards, what some
5] national board members are calling,
et,” said Mori. $418,603. i e

“a new JACL” — an organization
with more vibrant programs for its
members.

And perhaps most significantly,
the membership objectives set in the
next biennial budget requires any
losses in 2008 to be recovered.
Currently, membership is down 10
percent.

To help meet the challenge, Oda
has appointed Ryan Chin, a Seattle
JACL member, as the new vice pres-
ident of membership. Chin occupied
the same post from 2002-04. The
national board confirmed his
appointment Oct. 10, Leilani Savitt,

former national youth representa-

There’s no better time than now! Nikkei Senior Gardens is scheduled to open in December.
Call (818) 899-1000 today to find out more. Nikkei Senior Gardens is a non-profit community open to all.

tive, is also the new MDC governor.

For an organization that continues
to face membership decline, it’s a
new reality that requires full partici-
pation from the national board and
the chapter members.

“We have some aggressive goals
for membership in the next bienni-
um,” said Mori. “I think the goals are
achievable and will require a com-
bined effort of all segments of
JACL. We are focusing on the new
programs, improved outreach and
communications, and innovative
national membership development.
The old ways need to be adjusted to
make way for new technology and
we will focus on youth and fami-
lies.”

Economic hardship is nothing
new for many veteran JACL staff
members who have guided the
organization through hard times in
the past, said Oda. But those hard
times are occurring more often.

“If you couple that with our histor-
ical decline in membership, it gives
us an indication that change is in the
air,” Oda added. “We've begun to
supplement membership dues with
corporate sponsorships and grants
but we must make a choice to
remain a grassroots organization that
is true to its mission or one that does
the bidding of its benefactors.

“There’s a happy medium some-
where, we just need to discover what
that is for JACL."H
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Midwest

GRINNELL, Iowa

Through Oct. 26—Exhibition,
“Return of the Yellow Peril” A
Survey of the Work of Roger
Shimomura, 1969-2004; Grinnell
College, Bucksbaum Center for the
Arts, Sixth Ave. and Park St.; gallery
hours, Sun.-Wed. noon-5 p.m.,
Thur-Sat. 10 a.m.-8 p.m. Info:
641/269-4660.

MEDICINE LAKE, Minn.

Sat., Nov. 15—Twin Cities JACL’s
62nd Anniversary Chrysanthemum
Banquet; 5 p.m. silent auction, 6
p.m. dinner and program; at the
Chateau, 10715 South Shore Dr.;
Tom Ikeda, keynote speaker;
$30/adult, $20/Nisei, $13/child
under 12; RSVP by Nov. 3 to Joanne
Kumagai, 763/420-6639. Late reser-
vations will not be accepted.
Intermountain

DENVER

Sat., Nov. 1—Health Fair; 9-1 p.m.;
Tri-State/Denver Buddhist Temple,
1947 Lawrence St.; free screenings
for cholesterol and triglycerides
(both require fasting for 12 hours),
allergies, diabetes, bone density, TB
and more. Info: Charmaine Palmer,
303/449-8526 or alohagirlfriend
@gmail.com.

MANITOU SPRINGS, Colo.
Sat., Nov. 1—9th Annual Japanese
Cultural Festival and Bazaar; 10-3
p.m.; The Business of Arts Center,
515 Manitou Ave.; featuring enter-
tainment, bazaar items and food.
Info: Josie Caruso-Rathe, 719/576-
2229 or www.jassc.org.

Pacific Northwest
KENT, Wash.

Through Dec. 19—Exhibit,
“Kenjiro Nomura: An Artist’s View
of the Japanese American
Internment””; Wed.-Sat. noon-4 p.m.;
Kent Historical Museum. 855 East
Smith St.; Nomura's work provides
scenes of daily life, as well as a sense
of the architecture and landscape of
Minidoka. Info: www.kenthistorical-

MUSeum.org.
PORTLAND

Through Nov. 2—Chrysanthemum
Festival: 10-4 p.m.; Portland

Japanese Garden, 611 SW Kingston
Ave.; free with garden admission;
$8/adults, $6.25/seniors and college
students with L.D., $5.20 kids 6-17,
under 6 are free. Info: www.japan-
esegarden.com.

Nov. 15-30—Exhibition, “Dream
Weaver: The Bamboo Art of Jiro
Yonezawa™; 10-4 p.m.; Portland
Japanese Garden, 611 SW Kingston
Dr. Info: www.japanesegarden.com.
Sun., Nov. 16—Lecture, Nancy
Moore Bess, author of “Bamboo in
Japan”; 2-3 p.m.; Portland Japanese
Garden, 611 SW Kingston Dr.; Bess
will lecture on bamboo in Japan;

$15/garden members, $20/non-
members (reservations required).
RSVP: www.japanesegarden.com/
events or 503/542-0280.

Through Jan. 11, 2009—Exhibit,
“Oregon Nisei Baseball: The Early
Years”; Oregon -Nikkei Legacy
Center, 121 NW 2nd Ave.; hours:
Tue.-Sat. 11-3 p.m. and Sun. noon-3
p.m.; $3/admission; exhibit honors
the 10th anniversary of the ONLC.
Info: 503/224-1458 or www.ore-
gonnikkei.org.

Northern California

SAN FRANCISCO
Sat., Oct. 25—Kenko no hi Health
Fair; 9-1 p.m.; Christ United

Presbyterian Church, 1700 Sutter
St.; obtain flu shots and take part in
various health screenings. Info: Yo
Hironaka, 415/751-1267 or sfja-
cl@yahoo.com.

Sat., Nov. 1—JACL Health Benefits
Trust insurance renewal meeting; 2
p-m.: JACL headquarters, 1765
Sutter St.; the meeting will show any
benefit changes for 2009; light
refreshments, raffle prizes; no
RSVP.

SAN JOSE

Sat.,, Nov. 1—San Jose JACL
Recognition Dinner; 5:30 p.m. no
host cocktails and silent auction,
6:30 p.m. dinner, 7:30 p.m. pro-
gram; Holiday Inn - San Jose, 1740
N. First St.; $75/person, $750/table
of 10: honoring Warren Hayashi,
Ray and Lucy Matsumoto, James
Peckham Sr., James Peckham Jr.
(both posthumously), Jimi and Eiko
Yamaichi and  Nihonmachi
Outreach Committee. Info: Jeff
Yoshioka, 408/363-8191 or jyosh-
ioka@msn.com.

Mon., Nov. 3—A Juni Hitoe
Demonstration by the Mataro Doll
Craft Academy; 5:30-9:30 p.m.;
San Jose Fairmont: ticket deadline,
Oct. 25; $95/person, includes din-
ner. For ticket info: Isako Wasano,
916/370-9201, Midori Baishiki,
916/428-6619 or Carolyn Matsui,
408/257-6109.

Southern California
GARDENA

Sat., Oct. 18—Manzanar Guayule
Rubber Project; 1 p.m.: Merritt Park
Recreation Hall, 58 Merritt Park
Dr.; Frank and Glenn Kageyama
will speak about the Manzanar
project and the guayule process.
Info: Louise Sakamoto, 310/327-
3169 or Miyako Kadogawa,
310/839-1194.

Sun., Nov. 2—"“What Would You
Feel and Do if Your Child Told
You He or She is Gay?"; 2 p.m.;
Merritt Park Recreation Hall, 58
Merritt Park Dr.; Harold and Ellen
Kameya and Beverly Toyama wil
share their experiences from learn-
ing their children were gay. Info:
Louise Sakamoto, 310/327-3169.
LONG BEACH

Sat.-Sun., Oct. 25-26—2008
Chrysanthemum Show; Sat. 9-2

p-m., Sun. 104 p.m.; CSU Long
Beach’s Miller Japanese Garden;
$7/adults, $6/seniors, $5/Japanese
Garden members, children under 12
are free. Info: 562/985-8420.

LOS ANGELES _

Sun,, Oct. 19—Workshop,
“Challenge and Fulfillment Through
Involvement: Opportunities in the
Nikkei Community”; 2-4 p.m.;
JACCC, 244 S. San Pedro St.; Bruce
Juell and Bill Watanabe, guest speak-
ers: $10 (includes a copy of Bruce

Juell’'s book). Info: Marlene Lee,
213/628-2725. ;
Sat., Oct. 25—Redress

Remembered: WWII Rendition of
Japanese Latin Americans; 2-4 p.m.;
JANM, 369 E. First St.; featuring a
speakers panel, screening of Stolen
Lives and spoken word by Naomi
Quinones; free with museum admis-
sion; RSVP required to 213/625-
0414, ext. 2222 or rsvp@janm.org
(subject: JLA Redress).

Sat., Oct. 25—37th Liitle Tokyo
Community Health Fair; 8:30 am.-
noon; Union Church of Los Angeles,
401 E. Third St.; featuring free bilin-
gual health screening services.

Sat., Nov. 8—On Ensemble °08:
YOBU; 8 p.m.; Aratani/Japan
America Theatre, 244 S, San Pedro
St.; a musical odyssey of undulating
rhythm and groove; $30/orchestra,
$25/JACCC members and seniors;

tickets: 213/680-3700. Info:
WWW.Jacce.org.
Thioogh NoV; & Writin

Classes; JANM, 369 E. First St.;
each class involves six sessions on
consecutive Saturdays; $150 or
$125/JANM members; classes
include: Stories Make Us Real:
Introduction to Fiction with Noel
Alumit, The World is a Poem:
Introduction to Poetry with Neil

Fine Jewelry « Custorn Designing « Repair
11072 Los Alamitos Bivd.
Los Alamitos, CA 90720

JOB OPENING

Real estate sales person wanted.
New condo project foreclosed on by
bank. Great prices, easy to sell.
Excellent income opportunity.
Applicants must be fluent in English
and Japanese. Send resume to:
Resumes1205@yahoo.com.

SOUP TO SUSHI

(a special collection of favorite recipes)

New Deluxe 3-Ring
Binder Cookbook With
Over 750 Recipes

$25 (plus $5.50 handling)

Wesley United Methodist Women
566 N. 5th Street
San Jose, CA 95112 _

Free flu shots and health screenings are available at numerous
health fairs across the country.

Aitken, Claiming Your Voice: A
Memoir/Personal Writing Class with
Naomi Hirahara and Lights, Camera,
Write: Introduction to Screenwriting
with Koji Steven Sakai. Info:
www.aapw-la.org.

Sat., Nov. 15—Go For Broke
National Education Center's 7th
Annual Evening of Aloha Gala
Dinner; Westin Bonaventure Hotel,
404 S. Figueroa St.; Ret. Gen. Eric
Shinseki is the keynote speaker; food
prepared by Roy Yamaguchi and
Chris Yeo. Info: www.goforbroke.
org/eoa or 310/222-5702.

SAN DIEGO

Thu., Nov. 13—Book signing and
lecture, “Japanese Americans in San
Diego™; 6-8 p.m.; San Diego
Historical Society, Museum of San

. Diego History, 1649 El Prado, Suite

#3; author Susan Hasegawa will be
on hand to sign copies of the book.

Info or RSVP: 619/232-6203, ext.

Sat., Nov. 15—Screening, “Daniel
K. Inouye: An American Story™; 1-2
p.m.; Serra Mesa-Kearny Mesa
Public Library, 9005 Aero Dr; this
biographical film tells the story of the
senator from Hawaii who is now the
3rd most senior senator in the U.S.;
presented by the San Diego JACL.
Sun., Dec. 14—Book signing and
lecture, “Japanese Americans in San
Diego™; 2 p.m.; Downtown San
Diego Public Library - Central
Branch, 820 E. St.: author Susan
Hasegawa will be on hand to sign
copies of the book. Info or RSVP:
916/236-5800.

Nevada

LAS VEGAS

Sat., Nov. 1—lLas Vegas JACL's
Hawaiian Luau: 11-4 p.m.: West
Flamingo Park, 6255 W. Flamingo
Rd.; live entertainment; raffle prizes;
$12/lunch tickets. Info: Las Vegas
JACL, 702/382-4443. ®

129.
‘Eg [  YAMATO TRAVEL BUREAU®
A (CST No. 1019309-10) sy
PROPOSED TOURS FOR 2009

and tour arrangements.
Professional Membershi

Los An

Feb. 23-Mar.5 Yamato Ten Magical Days in Egypt/Land and Cruise

Mar. 31-Apr. 14 Yamato Deluxe Spring Tour to Japan Peggy Mikuni
May 12-21 Yamato Miyamoto Musashi and Samurai Tour to Japan Lilly Nomura
July Yamato Discover California Motorcoach Tour Lilly Nomura
August  Yamato Canadian Rockies Tour Philippe Theriault
Setpember Yamato Tour to China - Peggy Mikuni
Oct.1-7  Yamato East Coast Fall Foliage Tour Lilly Nomura
October  Yamato Deluxe Autumn Tour to Japan Peggy Mikuni
Nov. 12-16  Yamato New York & Hudson River Valley Tour Philippe Theriault

Please check our website at yamatotravel.com for special Princess
Cruise sailing we have blocked throughout 2009

Yamato Travel Bureau® continues to be a full service travel agency. This means we
will sell all phases of leisure and corporate travel: airline tickets; hotel accommoda-
tions; car rentals; tours; cruises; rail passes, etc. We also have discounted airfare to
many destinations. Please call on our experienced travel consultants for your travel

ps: American Society of Travel Agents (ASTA), Cruise Lines
International Association (CLIA), Pacific Asia Travel Association (PATA),
VACATION.COM (a national consortium).

Pleas visit our website at: www.yamatotravel.com

YAMATO TRAVEL BUREAU®
250 East First Street, Suite 1112
geles, CA 90012-3827
ézmg 680-0333 OR (800) 334-4982

I: groups @yamatotravel.com

Philippe Theriault/Grace Sakamato
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In Memoriam - 2008

All the towns are in California except as noted.

Chan, Kim, Brooklyn, N.Y., Oct.
5: actor who
appeared in the
films “Jumpin’
Jack  Flash,”
“Cadillac
Man,” “Lethal
Weapon 4, and
“Shanghai
Knights.”
Survived by son, Michael Chandler.

Fukuto, Sumi, July 5; survived
by sons, Jay (Abby) and Jon (Kate)
Farrell); daughters, Margaret (Gene)

Tanaka and Mary (Steven Salzman)
Fukuto; and 4 gc.
Hiraishi Masako, 77,

Montebello, Sept. 16; survived by
sons, Kelvin and Jeffrey (Carolyn);
and 4 gc.

Kodani, Shirley Sachiko, 65,
Los Angeles, Sept. 7; survived by
husband, Rev. Masao; daughter,
DEATH NOTICE

LILLIAN UEMURA

YAMASAKI

Bom on July 1, 1914, passed
away on Aug. 26 at age 94. A life-
long resident of Kekaha, Kauai,
Hawaii, where her parents, Issei
immigrants from Fukuoka, Japan
settled in the early 1900s. She was
a homemaker, a dressmaker and
taught many young ladies how to
draft and design clothing. In her
later years, she was a nmarrator for
Robert’s Hawaii and Smith Boat
Tours. Lillian was predeceased by
her husband, Fusaichi and daugh-
ter, Patricia Moromisato. She is
survived by her children, Harriet
Kahihikolo of Honolulu; Keith
(Diane) of Kaneohe and Joan
(Robert) Ouye of Marina, Calif.; 6
gc.: 3 step-grandchildren; 9 ggc.;
and 2 gggc. Private services were
held on Sept. 26.

This compilation appears on a space-
available basis at no cost. Printed obit-
uaries from your newspaper are wel-
comed. ‘Death Notices,' which appear
in a timely manner at request of the
family or funeral director; are published
at the rate of $20 per colurmn inch. Text
is reworded as necessary.

Mayumi (Hugh Schuckman)
Kodani; father, Natsuto Kawaguchi;
sister, Diane Kawaguchi; and broth-
ers-in-law, Richard (Denise) and
Fred (Juli) Kodani.

Miyamoto, Ernest Yoshio, 61,
Hacienda Heights, Sept. 21; sur-
vived by wife, Esther; sons, Jeffrey
and Darren; and sister, Nancy
(Hugh) Sakamoto.

Noritake, Yasuko, 89, Palm
Desert, Sept. 10; survived by sons,
Koji (Eleanor), Arthur (Cynthia) and
Guy (Akemi); daughters, Ayumi
(Samuel) Garcia and Judie
(Douglas) Winderbaum; 18 gc.; 29
gec.; 6 gggc.: brother, Tamotsu
(Sachiko) Hasegawa; and sister,
Mary Hasegawa.

Shimizu, Michael D, 58,
Shorewood, Ill., Sept. 19; U.S.
Army veteran; survived by wife,
Geneva; children, Jovan (Corey)
Holder, Jessica Tucker, Joe Tucker
M1, Joshua Shimizu, Amber (Ryan)

707 East Temple Street

Gerald Fukui
Los Angeles, CA 90012 President
Ph. 213/626-0441
Fax 213/617-2781

Nagaoka, Former L.A. County Sheriff Chief, Dies at 62

Michael M. Nagaoka, an Army
veteran and former chief of the Los
Sheriff’s

Angeles Coumy
Department, g
passed away
Sept. 27. He
was 62 years
old.
Nagaoka
served  the
Sheriff's
Department

far&iymDmnghmlaw
mfaeemmnmhemvadm

Trainor, Nicole Shimizu and
Christopher (Sharon) Burnham; sib-
lings, Peggy DeFrancisco, Terry
Shimizu, Pammy Shimizu and
Joshua (Melissa) Shimizu; and 6 ge.

Shiozaki, Masaru, 94, Chicago,
I1L, Sept. 25; survived by wife, Emi;
daughters, Patricia and Susan
Kulacic; sons, Mark (Lydia), Phil
(Josephine) and Jon (Debbie): 8 gc.;
4 ggc.; brothers, Ron and Jack; and
sister, Ruth.

Takatori, Chester Takeshi, 78,
Parma, Idaho, Sept. 19; Korean
Conflict veteran; survived by friend,
Martha Buttram; sister, Kimi (Aki)
Honda; brother, Frank (Ida); and sis-
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Advancing Training Bureaun and
Sheriff's Headquarters Bureau. In
2000, Sheriff Lee Baca appointed
Nagaoka as the department’s chief.

He retired in 2004 overseeing
Field Operations Region II, which
provides law enforcement services
of the county, including nine com-
mtycoﬂegccampqm

Nagaoka was an. Army veteran
who served from 1968 to 1970. He
ebtaimd the mnk.of sergeant and

mgamofm:tym\ﬁmnw:ﬂa

' ﬂ:e%lnfanﬂy&wam

ter-in-law, Yoko Takatori.

Takeshita, Saburo, 88, Long
Beach, Sept. 21; survived by wife,
Emy; brother, Masao (Aiko); sisters-
in-law, Ikuko Takeshita, Aiko
Takeshita and Amy Yamamoto; and
brother-in-law, Eugene (Kathryn)
Yamamoto.

Usui, Toshiko, 89, Sept. 20; sur-
vived by daughters, Joyce (Chuck)
Usui-Curley and Linda (Francis)
Quan; 4 ge.; 2 gge.; sister, Tomoko
Endo; and sisters-in-law, Kazuye
and Masako Kato and Kay Usui.

Waki, Mae, 97, Anaheim, Aug.

DEATH NOTICE

He graduated from the California
State University, Los Angeles with
a bachelor’s degree in police sci-
ence and administration. He also
eamed two Master’s degrees in
communications and management

_from the University of Pepperdine

mﬂﬂlcUmvmtyofRedlands,
respectively.
ﬁmﬂmmh}da&_
Sﬁddhmk(}mhinlml‘m
Calif. -
Nagmkamsumvadbym
Sharon, son Michael, daughter
Sherilyn, and many other friends

* and family members. W

25; survived by son, Terry
(Michiko); daughter, Betsy (Mits)
Tatsugawa; 6 gc.; and 9 ggc.

Yamada, Takeshi Tom, 74, Simi
Valley, Sept. 10; U.S. Army veteran;
survived by wife, Toyoko; daugh-
ters, Kumiko (Tim) Yuge, Naomi
and Harumi; 3 gc.; sister, Miyoko
(Haruto) Oshima: brothers, Norio
(Yoshiko), George (Sheryl) and
Bobby (Priscilla); andbrother-in-law,
Glen (Mira) Kitamura.

Yamasaki, Betty (Suyama), 85,
Mission Viejo, Sept. 9; survived by
husband, Jim; sons Craig and
Michael; and 3 grandchildren. B

FRANK M. IRITANI

Frank M. Iritani. a lifelong advocate for peace, tolerance, and social justice,
died Sept. 30 at the age of 87. Bon near Denver, Colo., and raised on a farm,
he was the oldest son of Japanese immigrants. He
served in the U.S. Amy's Military Intelligence
Service, entered the Methodist ministry, served as a
social service worker, and, although he had not been
interned, worked tirelessly in support of reparations to
the Japanese Americans who were imprisoned in relo-
cation camps during World War I1.

With his wife, Taeko Joanne Ono Iritani, herself an
internee at the Poston, Ariz., relocation camp, he set out
in the 1980s to locate and document the remains of the
nation’s 10 relocation camps, which the government

had largely demolished after the war. The Iritanis wrote and published “Ten
Visits: Accounts of visits to all the Japanese American Relocation Centers,”
in 1994,

He studied two years at the Colorado School of Mines then volunteered to
serve in the Army. He attended the Military Intelligence Service language
school and was stationed in the Philippines and then Tokyo as a
translator/interpreter for two years.

His first-hand experience of the horrors caused by war led him to search for
ways to reduce human suffering through Christian ministry, education, and
political activism.

He earned a BA in Sociology from the University of Minnesota in 1949 and
enrolled in the Pacific School of Religion, in Berkeley, Calif., where he
attained a BD in 1955. He was a minister at Japanese American Methodist
churches in California and Oregon from 1951 to 1961 then changed careers
and became a social service worker for the San Joaquin then Kern Counties
until his retirement in 1986.

Frank and Joanne settled in Bakersfield in 1962 and raised their three chil-
dren there. They moved to Sacramento in 1992, In both communities they
actively promoted improved human relations, voter registration and educa-
tion regarding the Japanese American experience. Through the JACL-Florin
chapter they conducted oral histories which were placed in the Japanese
American Archive Collection at CSU-Sacramento. They were honored by the
Florin Chapter of the JACL with its Community Service Award in 2004.

He is survived by his wife of 52 years, Tacko Joanne and their three chil-
dren, Susanna Iritani Minard of Bow, New Hamp.; Ken Iritani of Sacramento,
Calif.; and Bonita Iritani, of Chapel Hill. No. Car., and their spouses, and six
grandchildren. He was predeceased by his sister Frances., formerly of
Northglenn, Colo. and a brother, Roy Iritani, M.D., formerly of Honolulu, HI.
He also leaves his brothers Will Iritani of Seattle, Wash., and Dan Iritani of
Englewood, Colo.; his cousin Mary Ida of Brighton, Colo., as well as nieces,
and nephews,

Memorial Service: Nov. 1, 10 a.m.. Centennial United Methodist Church.
In lieu of flowers donations may be made to the Centennial UMC/Frank
Iritani Fund, 5401 Freeport Blvd., Sacramento, CA 95822, 916/452-4477.
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Manzanar Unveils a Comprehensive
Curriculum, ‘Educator Resources’ Box

The Manzanar National Historic
Site has released a new curriculum
and an “Educator Resources™ box
to help educators and parents
teach younger generations about
Japanese American history.

The materials are designed to
challenge students to explore civil
liberties and civil rights as they
learn about the World War II
internment of JAs and other facets
of Manzanar’s history.

The 235-page’ curriculum,
which includes lessons for both
primary and secondary levels.
explores the concept of identity
though discussions focused on
perceptions, racial identity and
war hysteria through the lens of
JA internment.

In addition to the curriculum,
the “Educator Resources” teacher
box includes a variety of
Manzanar historic documents, art-
work and photos. Award-winning
documentaries like,
“Remembering Manzanar” and
“Manzanar: Desert Diamonds

Behind Barbed Wire,” are also
included.

Other teaching materials in the
box include *The Japanese
American Legacy Project Civil
Liberties Curriculum™ CD-ROM,
which features an overview of
Densho’s  extensive  online
resources. Densho is a Seattle-
based nonprofit organization that
is committed to digitally preserv-
ing JA WWII historic resources.

A reproduction of the May 1942
“Instructions to All Japanese”
exclusion poster is also included
in the box.

Two thousand copies of the
“Educator Resources” teacher box
were produced with nearly
$32.000 in grant funding from the
California Civil Liberties Public
Education Program.

Manzanar’s first curriculum was

developed in 2002 with the sup-
port of a National Park Service
“Parks As Classrooms™ grant.

The Manzanar National Historic
Site was established in 1992 to tell

APA Groups Receive Funding to
Create Health llutl-each camnaign

Asian Pacific American advocacy
groups are hoping to develop a new
model for improving the health of its
community’s immigrants — through
media.

With new funding from the New
Routes to Community Health, a pro-
gram of the Robert Wood Johnson
Foundation and the Benton
Foundation, that dream is a step
closer to coming true.

Two APA collaborations are
receiving $225,000 over three years
to create locally-focused media and
outreach campaigns that speak
directly to immigrants’ health con-
cerns at the community level,
according to New Routes.

The collaboration of immigrant
groups, media makers and APA lead-
ers are working together to produce
original content in English as well as
in immigrants’ first languages,

including Chinese, Lao and
Vietnamese.
Using a wide range of media such

as television and radio features, first
person narratives, live theater, print,
the Internet and social marketing
campaigns, the projects will map the
difficulties of immigrant life in the
us.

The winning projects include a
DVD vignette to help elderly
Chinese Americans navigate the
health care system in Los Angeles.
This project will develop television
news features and instructional
DVD:s to help seniors overcome cul-
tural, language and navigational bar-
riers and communicate more effec-

tively with their adult children, care-
takers and health care providers.

Partners in the DVD collaboration
are the Asian American Network for
Cancer Awareness, Research and
Training, the Chinatown Service
Center and KSCITV.

“Our Stories, Our Health,” the
other winning APA-focused project
will feature immigrant Laotian and
Vietnamese immigrants telling their
stories on digital video created by
Southeast Asian elders.

The project will encourage discus-
sion on health disparities and com-
munication barriers faced by immi-
grants in the Philadelphia area. The
project partmers are the Southeast
Asian Mutual Assistance
Associations Coalition, University
of Pennsylvania, WHYY public
broadcasting, Thomas Jefferson
University and Temple University.

In total, eight grants were given to
collaborations in Atlanta, Boston,
Chicago, Los Angeles,
Minneapolis/St Paul, Oakland,
Philadelphia and San Francisco.

Media content created by the
projects will be available at
www.newroutes.org for communi-
ty use.

the stories of the relocation of
nearly 120,000 JAs during World
War II. Manzanar was the first of
10 relocation centers built for JAs
excluded from the West Coast. Bl

BUY IT
Manzanar's ‘Educator
Rmurm Teacher Box

$29.95 plus tax
(and shipping, i
| applicable)
Pick one up at
the Manzanar
National Historic
in Independence, Caiif. or call
760/878-2411.
Proceeds support Manzanar's education
program.
For more information, go to
Www.nps.govimanz.

S.F’s Communities of
Color Take to the Stage

In a multicultural collaboration,
San Francisco’s Asian American
Theater Company and Lorraine
Hansberry Theatre are joining forces
to promote the performing arts,

LHT was founded in 1981 to pres-
ent high-quality plays by African
American playwrights. The AATC
was established in 1973 to develop
and present original works of theater
about Asian Pacific Americans.
Under this new partnership, the
AATC and LHT will assist each
other in casting and co-promoting
plays for both theaters” audiences.

Next February, LHT will pres-
ent “Waitin® 2 End Hell,” by
African American playwright
William  a. Parker. The
comedy/drama about marriage and
relationships will feature an APA
female character.

Also next year, the AATC will

present the world premiere of

Aurorae Khoo's dark comedy

-
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“Fayette-Nam” about a young
African American army private
who goes AWOL on the eve of
being shipped to Iraq. He con-
fronts his hopes and fears with the
help of the Lee family, who own
the Chinese restaurant and donut
shop he has holed up in.

This is an opportunity to
strengthen ties between two artis-
tic communities, said AATC's
interim executive director Darryl
Chiang. In 2006, AATC produced
Jeannie Barroga’s “Walls™ at the
African American Art & Culture
Complex.

“Waitin® 2 End Hell” will be
presented at PG&E Auditorium, at
77 Beale Street and “Fayette-
Nam.” will be presented at the
Thick House in Potrero Hill. W

On the Web
www.lhtsf.org
www.asianamericantheater.org
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