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LETTERS/SPRING CAMPAIGN

PACIFIC ! CITIZEN

victory. Please do not let them. We must sue.
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Racism in Texas History Books

T believe that the state of Texas public school history textbooks to be
racially based against the Nisei (“Texas Board of Education Accused :
of Diluting History”, April 2-15. 2010). When the 442nd RCT saved : * %
the Lost Battalion it was big news all over the nation. About 8,000 :

Nisei casualties happened in order to save less then 150 white boys
from Texas. The Texas government declared these Nisei to be “hon- :
orary Texans” (political semantics for honorary white boy ... real per- :
sons, no longer the enemy). The teachers are trying to bury this Nisei :

Margaret S. Okagawa
Denver,

Why don't you just increase our |
dues to cover the cost of printing :
the paper? Nobody would com- :
plain, we'd all understand it's the
price of getting the printed paper. :
Kind of like subscribing to :
Newsweek magazine! i

My parents are in their 80s, and
while they use the computer for e- :
mailing their children and grand- :
children, they most likely would not
read the P.C. if they had to go back !
to the bedroom where the computer
18, in order to read it.

We members want the printed !

Pacific Citizen, so please just |
charge us for the real cost of it.

Patricia Tashiro |
Detroit JACL

Asa JACL member for more than :
50 years, | am just used to reading
the P.C. as a newspaper al my
leisure. Besides, I need to spend less
time in front of a computer, espe-
cially if it is to just print out newslet- :
ters.

The PC. today is a far befter
Colo. i

L ™

=</ LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
P.C. Readers Voice Their Support

newspaper than in the past in

terms of content, layout, graphics :

and general interest. You are all

doing a great job, and I would -
hate to see the demise of a print *

P.C. that is offering much more
readable material.

Richard Kushino
Twin Cities JACL

* % *

Please keep the printed P.C. Like

i chapters make some money when }

i JACL depends on the Holiday
¢ Issue money to keep our chapter
i functional. And my wife and I like :
i toread the PC. when we retire in
: the evening.

Dr. Frank Sakamoto

Co-Chair Millennium Club :

Write to Us
Write to: Lelters, Pacific Citizen
250 E. 1st St., Suite # 301
Los Angeles, CA 90012
or e-mail: pc@pacificcitizen.org

SPRING CAMPAIGN

i Harry Honda, editor emeritus said, :

¢ selling Holiday Issue ads. Mile-Hi *

Proposed JACL Budget Could Imperil the P.C.

By Margie Yamamoto

Most business
budgets — and [
have dealt with
many of them over
40 years of work-
ing with non-profit
and for-profit
enterprises — are
not usually some-
thing you'd want

to write (or read) about.

However, the JACL budget I witnessed being
voted on in San Francisco April 9-10 at the
national board meeting was a striking exception.

In short, the budget committee recommended
balancing the budget by moving the Pacific

mented.

expenses were not well developed and docu-

Citizen office from its facility in Los Angeles to
the JACL national headquarters in San
Francisco.

Were the numbers the committee presented in
justifying such a move complete and clearly
defined, and were there were no other sensible
alternatives available, this could possibly com-
prise a workable solution. However it is fraught
with pitfalls. And the budget that I witnessed
being presented was far from justifiable.
Absolutely vital information such as the
specifics of moving expenses, lost rental
income, diminished advertising revenue, new
personnel training costs, and other critical
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Eanbramng Chasgn

‘Embracing Change'
June 30-July 4

11

weeks

SEE PAGE 5 FOR REGISTRATICN FORM

2010 JACL National Convention

P.C. Spring Campaign:

Keeping Community Stories Alive
Help supporl the Pacific Citizen by donating today!

How would such a move affect the P.C."7
Well, first let’s consider the importance of the
P.C. to JACL. For many of our chapters it is our
primary membership recruitment tool. It is the
only medium of communication that ties our
members together. Perhaps most importantly, it
is the national publication that exposes our work
on an ongoing basis to such vital constituencies
as universities, museums, human rights institu-
tions, and government organizations. In other
words, the PC. is absolutely central to our exis-
tence and its influence is felt across the broad

See YAMAMOTO/Page 11
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Tel:(800) 966-6157
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' JACL MEMBERS
Change of Address

. [fyou've moved, please
. send new information to:
National JACL
| 1765 Sutter St.

- San Francisco, CA
' 94115
Allow 6 weeks for
address changes.

‘%To avoid interruptions
o Q:..' in delivery, please
——— & nolify your posimas-
ter to include periodi-
cals in your change
of address (USPS
Form 3575}
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Divided National JACL Board Passes Biennial Budget,
Includes Dues Increase and Proposed P.C. Move

By Nalea J. Ko
Reporter

In a nearly split vote the JACL national
board passed a biennial budget that includes a
proposal to increase membership fees and a
possible Pacific Citizen move from its historic
location in an effort to balance the budget.

The JACL national council will vote on the
budget at the July convention in Chicago after
a feasibility study is conducted to determine if
moving the PC. from Los Angeles to San
Francisco is fiscally prudent.

The board voted 8 to 6 on April 10 to pass
the 2011-2012 budget, which includes dues
increases for several membership categories.
Board member Brian Moarishita, IDC district
governor, later said he meant to vote against
passing the budget which would have resulted
inatie 7 to 7 vote.

Membership dues are proposed to increase
by $5 per person, $10 a couple, $25 for
Thousand Club members and $25 for Century
Club members, according to David Lin, vice
president for membership and services. The
last membership dues increase occurred in
20104,

Larry Oda, national president, said the board
recognizes an increase in expenses and a
decline in membership revenues. “Raising
dues is just one of the methods we are propos-
ing to meet expenses,” he said.

Other budget proposals include relocating
the PC. office and five staffers from Los
Angeles, its home for the past six decades, to
the San Francisco JACL headquarters. The
board also proposed cuts to travel expenses
and leaving open positions vacant.

The proposal to relocate the P.C. could,
according to the different estimates provided
by various board members, save nothing or
between $15,193 and $55,607.

Those figures take in to account estimates of
a higher cost of living in San Francisco, mov-
ing work and personal property. interruptions
in publication and a loss of advertising rev-
enue, among other things. Currently more
research is being conducted to solidify costs.

Some board members said the move would
not save any money.

“The Pacific Southwest District is a huge
supporter of the Pacific Cifizen and staff, and
the proposal before us didn't convince us that
this is the correct answer to a long-term cost
saving solution,” said Kerry Kaneichi, JACL
PSWD governor, who voted against passing
the budget, along with a majority of the district
ZOVernors.

“T am not convinced that there was enough
thought into delivering us accurate data to
make an educated decision, nor am | con-
vinced that this move will save any money.”

The idea is to eliminate the P.C.'s occupan-
cy fees (which includes maintenance and utili-
ties) of about $55,000 a year by moving the
paper and staff to the J ACL-owned headquar-
ters in San Francisco. Logistics of configuring
the headquarters space and removing current
tenants would also need to be worked out.

“This proposal to move the PC. caught us

by surprise,” explained
Executive Editor Caroline JACL National Board Votes
Aoyagi-Stom, who is cur- | joshua Spry, Secretary/Treasurer Yes
rently on maternity leave. “T | David Kawamoto, V.P. for Planning & Development Yes
can tell you in my discus- | Kimberly Midori Shintaku, National Youth Council Chair ~ Yes
sions with the staff that no | Brandon Mita, Youth Representative Yes
one is currently willing 10 | Marcia Chung, CCDC District Govemor No
move.” Toshi Abe, EDC District Governor No
Since the P.C. recently | Brian Morishita, IDC District Governor Yes
signed a five-year lease | Chip Larouche, PNW District Governor Yes
extension at its current loca- | Kerry Kaneichi, PSW District Governor No
tion in Little Tokyo. the pro- | Sharon Ishii-Jordan, MDC District Governor No
posal is to have the PSWD' | Ajan Nishi, NCWNP District Governor No
office move into the vacated | payid Lin, V.P. for Membership & Services Yes
space. Another option is to | Spheldon Arakaki, V.P. for General Operations Yes
break the PC.s lease and | Ron Katsuyama, V.P. for Public Affairs No
absorb possible penalties for

early termination.

PSW's office lease of about $19,800 annual-
ly expires at the year's end making the office
space swap doable, said some board members.

Kaneichi and Sharon Ishii-Jordan, MDC
district governor, suggested an alternative plan
to the one passed by the board. That plan
would require PSW and the P.C. to share the
same office space in Little Tokyo. But some
board members said that alternative suggested
by Kaneichi and Ishii-Jordan would not bal-
ance the budget.

“No, [ didn't think any of the proposals that
were brought forth — the alternatives that
were brought forth — T didn't think any of
them were workable,” said David Kawamoto,
JACL national vice president of planning and
development. “They sounded like they would
help a little, but it didn't really balance the
budget the way closing an office did.”

Others programs have and will be impacted
by these budgetary decisions, said Joshua
Spry, JACL national secretary/treasurer.
Vacant positions will not be filled, he
explained, such as the director of public affairs
and youth director.

“Well it's a matter of when we created the
budget. when we first started this process we
had a $300,000 deficit,” explained Spry about
moving the P.C. to San Francisco. “For the
past two years we've had a $200,000 and
$60,000 deficit for those past few years. .
With a realistic revenue lines and realistic pro-
gram costs this is the only thing that can really
get our budget to balance.”

Board members said it was also a tough
decision to pass the budget with proposals to
increase membership dues, especially consid-
ering those on fixed incomes.

“A decision to increase membership dues is
never an easy one to make, especially for the
reason that we understand many of our mem-
bers are on fixed incomes and we truly appre-
ciate the support we've received over the
years,” Lin said.

Those that voted to adopt the budget said
other “tough decisions™ were made.

“T've seen a lot of the downsizing of the
organization and it makes sense that the P.C.
should experience the same thing,” said
Brandon Mita. JACL youth representative,
“And not that it's a tit-for-tat, but it's that how
can we continue the programs that are impor-

tant to this organization that maintain that civil
rights function.”

Aoyagi-Stom said the PC. has always been
impacted by budgetary decisions.

“In 2009 the PC. budget was cut twice,
reducing our budget by 8 percent. In past years
the P.C. has always made sure we really take a
look at our expenses and revenues and that's
why for the past several years we have come
under budget,” Aoyagi-Stom explained.

Others say their offices were relocated with-
out interruption, and the P.C. should not be dif-
ferent.

“We recently moved our D.C. offices to a
new location without any noticeable disrup-
tion, and the move involves about the same
number of personnel as the P.C,” wrote Floyd
Mori, national director, in an e-mail to the P.C.

The proposed PC. move to San Francisco
should not effect the distribution of the 81-
year-old paper. added some board members.

“The people who print the paper, and the
people who distribute the paper aren't mov-
ing,” wrote Chip Larouche, PNW district gov-
ernor, in an e-mail.

But some board members said JACLers, in
addition to having their dues increase, should
expect to see an interruption in their newspaper
service if the San Francisco move goes
through.

“When the P.C. moved from Monterey Park
to Los Angeles in 2005, a distance of only
eight miles, two issues of the P.C. were inter-
rupted,” said Margie Yamamoto, P.C. editorial
board chair. “A move of this distance and mag-
nitude could affect at least four o six issues.”

A disruption in newspaper service does not
sit well with some readers.

“I think it's wrong,” said Richard K.
Matsuishi, Arizona chapter board member,
who said he enjoys reading the PC. in ils
entirety. *T think the cost involved in moving
and relocation — well, I don't think the staff
will probably go. So, they'd have to hire new
staff and the cost of living is higher. T think
over the long run it's not going to save any
money.”

An interruption in publication would also
mean a loss in advertising revenues. The PC.
raises about 50 percent of its budget through
non-member subscriptions, fundraising, adver-
tising and the Holiday Issue, a fundraiser that
grosses almost $110,000.

The P.C.'s Holiday Issue could also possibly
be disrupted since the proposed timing coin-
cides with the Holiday Issue production in
December. JACL chaplers receive about
$30,000 in commissions from the special pub-
lication.

Balancing the Budget

This is not the first time the national JACL
has discussed moving the P.C. to the San
Francisco headquarters. At the 1996 national
convention a resolution was passed to investi-
gate the possibility of moving P.C. from L.A.
to headquarters. In 1998 Floyd D. Shimomura,
former national TACL president, compiled a
feasibility study to determine the costs and
benefits of moving the PC. and staff to San
Francisco.

He concluded that the PC. could be
“squeezed info the second floor” of the nation-
al headquarters with a net savings of about
$10.000 a year in rent and utilities.

Shimomura said then that the savings would
be “too slight to justify losing our historic
JACL 'presence’ in Southern California.”

“[ am aware that JACL has grave financial
issues and moving the P.C. to headquarters is a
reasonable concept,” Shimomura explained.
“However, more planning and coordination
needs to be done inimplementing such a move
or the P.C. could collapse.”

Michelle M. Yoshida, JACL legal counsel.
will conduct a feasibility study, exploring the
costs and savings.

The national board must submit a budget to
the national council within 90 days of the July
convention, according to the JACL constitu-
tion and bylaws.

“These are very dire straits for JACL finan-
cially and T feel that the board was under the
gun fo get the budget passed.” said Marcia
Chung, CCDC district governor, who voted
against the proposed budget. *“The main push
was for the 2.C. to move to San Francisco, and
I felt there was not an accurate feasibility
report to back this proposal of cost savings.”

Others also question why a feasibility study
was not conducted before the vote.

“Yes, had a feasibility study been conducted
before the vote, the national board would have
had the benefit of a complete, impartial picture
of effects of the move and the short-and long-
term fiscal implications.” said Yamamoto.

Morishita said he voted in favor of moving
the P.C. to another city only in error.

“After the meeting I learned that [ had mis-
cast my vote in favor of the moving to San
Francisco,” he explained. 7T erred in thinking
that the stay in Los Angeles option that was
being displayed on the screen was what I had
voted for.”

But Morishita said he is confident that the
national council will make the correct decision
in JTuly.

The JACL national Council will have the
final say in approving the proposed budget at
the Chicago convention in July, including the
proposed moving of P.C. and the dues increas-
es.
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Former APA Gang Members Erase Tattoos, Their Past

Former APA gang members like Julio Lee can
start new lives free of gang tattoos with the help
of Clean Arm For Community.

By Nalea J. Ko
Reporter

Each tattoo on Julio Lee’s body tells a different story. At 16.
he got inked for the first time on his back with his nickname
“Chino™ in old English print. The name represents his mixed
Mexican and Chinese heritage. But for Lee, now 20, it was
also his gang moniker.

Other tattoos are reminders of a life of drugs and violence.
A faded mark on his left shoulder reminds Lee of an ex-girl-
friend. On his finger is a washed out tattoo that pays homage
to his former gang, the Rebellious Soldiers.

Each tattoo, he said, reminds him of a past he would rather
not relive.

T was involved in a lot of violence,” Lee explained.
“Drive-by shootings, fighting, robberies, you name it. I've
seen people get killed right in front of me.”

With the help of Clean Arms For Community Lee applied
for a free tattoo removal service.

Since 2009 the nonprofit has administered about 64 laser
removals within the prison system in Southern California.
They work in an empty cell.

After about eight treatments Lee’s tattoos are fading, so too
is his former image.

“Well, it's a big burden off my back. I just feel at peace now
because [ don’t have to look back at them,” Lee said. *“I don’t
have to look at my body, and just still see part of my past, you
know.”

Writing a New Story

Lee’s story was one of a boy who was homeless at 5 with
his mother, sleeping on park benches. Vowing to never be
without money in his pocket. Lee joined a gang at about 14,
He spent nearly every day drinking, smoking marijuana and
crystal methamphetamine.

At 17, Lee landed in the Southern Youth Center Reception
Center and Clinic (SYCRCC) on a two-and-a-half year prison
term for robbery. His stay there would help him erase past

memories of a gang life.

Finding his Christian faith, Lee decided — despite jeers
trom fellow inmates —that he would leave the gang life for
good.

“Tthink it was a reason why I had to get incarcerated ... it
all comes down to when I do tell my story behind why I got
my tattoos removed [ can advise those who are seeking to find
a new path on which direction to go,” Lee said.

Officials with Clean Arms say Lee also encouraged others
to leave the gang life and remove their tattoos.

“Julio was really a source of leadership, he was a source of
hope. he was a source of positivity for the other kids,” said
Taizo Shibayama, director of Clean Arms. “He’s showing us
that he’s putting in his work to turn his life around. And we're
doing everything we can to help him out.”

As of March 2009 about 230 youth were in SYCRCC,
according to the California Department of Corrections and
Rehabilitation. About 1,640 were in facilitates across
California.

As of December 2008, nine percent of those imprisoned are
APA.

Laser removal service is free to ex-gang members and trou-
bled young men who want to remove visible tattoos that could
prevent them from starting a new life.

To be eligible for the program ex-gang members and others
must write an essay about why they want to remove their tat-
toos. They must also agree to participate in gang prevention
and rehabilitation classes. In return for their clean arms, partic-
ipants must also do community service.

For every hour of community service they get $20 worth of
laser treatment. Lee's tattoo removal treatments on his arm,
Shibayama said, would have cost about $350 per treatment.

Shibayama said he thinks the tattoo removal services help
participants show others that they have the motivation to
improve their lives.

“I just recently became a client of Clean Arms For
Community where they are helping me not just to get rid of
my old bad life tattoos but also to not think of who T was
once,” said Art Santana, who was in a gang in Anaheim, Calif.
*As the tattoos are getting faded by the laser so [too are] the
thoughts of my past life.”

With an annual budget of $60.000, Clean Arms is looking
to build partnerships and expand its services. Eventually,

‘Well, it’s a big burden
off my back. I just feel at
peace now because |
don't have to look back
at them. I don'’t have to
look at my body, and just
still see part of my past,

you know. '

Julio Lee (/eff), a former
member of Rebellious Soldiers,
has now had several tattoos
removed through the Clean
Arms for Community program.

Shibayama said organization officials want to also offer job
placement, therapy and other services. They also want to start
offering tattoo removal services for young women in Los
Angeles and Orange County, Calif.

Dreams for the Future

For now the organization is helping young men like Lee
have a chance at a future.

“Now that I’m out [of the gang], I don’t want to relive that
life again and I don’t want to end up going back because 1
know actually where it’s going to end me up,” Lee said. “It’s
going to end up with me in three places: back in jail for a
worse crime, handicap or six feet below the ground.”

Lee is now working two jobs, one as a short-order cook and
the other as a delivery driver at a 99 Cents Only store. He is
now living in a halfway house away from his old neighbor-
hood and bad influences. Lifting his shirtsleeve to reveal a
now-faded tattoo on his upper arm, Lee talks about dreams to
be a racecar mechanic or driver.

“Julio loves the racing industry, so I was like, “Hey I got to
take you to the Long Beach Grand Prix,"” said Shibayama
with a smile.

Officials with the Formula Drift Holdings donated 15 tick-
ets to Clean Arms for troubled youth.

“We feel that often young people lose their way and it is the
responsibility for all of us to help them find a way back.”
explained Jim Liaw, Formula Drift Holdings president and
CEO. “These tickets are not just to promote what we do or

just about providing entertainment but maybe it can inspire.”

Clean Arms was a big opportunity, Lee said. It not only
helped him remove a part of his past, he said, but it is helping
him move forward.

“Bvery time [ told my story about how I got my tattoos and
what [ used to do behind it, I wasn’t embarrassed but I was
ashamed,” he said. *T was ashamed of it because I couldn’t
believe that I used to do those types of things. [ look at it now
and I'd be like, “What was [ doing?"™

Lee’s mom is taking notice of his change as well.

“Wow. she’s like shocked and surprised. She’s prond. [
know she’s proud.” l

Information: www.cleanarms.org
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Instead of degrees for its WWII-
impacted JA students, the Los
Angeles-based private university
awarded honorary alumni status.

By Pacific Citizen Staff

The JACL national board has passed a reso-
lution urging the University of Southern
California to award honorary degrees o its
former Nisei students who during World War
I1 were forced to discontinue their education
because of the internment.

Over 100 USC Japanese American students
were affected by with WWII internment, uni-
versity officials have said. In 2008, the USC
Asian Pacific Alumni Association honored
their former Nisei students during an April 25
scholarships and awards gala.

The university also awarded honorary alum-
ni status to WWII-impacted Nisei students.

But the JACL national board resolution,
passed unanimously at the April 9-10 meeting
in San Francisco, Calif.,, calls the honorary
alumni status “inadequate reparations.”

2010 JACL National Convention

June 30th — July 4 | Chicago

E-m!n".ur'mg Cll;mg‘u

“The passage of this resolution is important
to all Nisei students who attended USC and
was forced to leave the institution due to
Executive Order 9066,” said Kerry Kaneichi,
JACL Pacific Southwest district governor.

Nisei students suffered extraordinarily
because USC was the only West Coast univer-
sity that refused to release their transcripts,
which resulted in a disruption in their higher
education studies, he added.

Many California universities and communi-
ty colleges have either already awarded Nisei
honorary degrees or have announced plans to
host such ceremonies after the passage of
Assembly Bill 37, which called on California
State University, University of California and
community colleges to award these degrees.

The JACL national board resolution calls on
USC to *act with a particular priority on issu-
ing honorary degrees to former Nisei students.”

“We believe that USC’s refusal to issue hon-
orary diplomas is unjustified and hope that
with the added backing of National JACL,
these students will finally receive their hon-
orary diplomas,” said Kaneichi. ll

Registration Form

chicago2010@jacl.org, or by calling 773.728.7170.

A separate form must be completed for each individual registration.
Additional registration forms are available online, by email at

Payment Method
Check or money order:
Please make payable to JACL National
Convention and mail to:

Swissétel Chicago Phone: B88.737.9477
Book early! Reservations must be made by June 10th to
guarantee the JACL Convention rate.

Registration Pac]mges

Packages include Individual Events

Before 65/10  After6/10
Convention Package $250 5300
Youth/5tudent Package $200 $250
(for ages 25 and under)
Inc].iviclua] Events
Sayonara Banquet 5120 5150
(Student Members) $100 $125
Welcome Reception 560 5§75
Awards Lunchean 560 $75
Youth Luncheon $60 575
Optional Events
Credit Union Luncheon 565 565
(Credit Union Members) $30 $30
A Night at Club Chicago 530 530
Youth Entertainment $20 520

Name Tast Firet wr— JACL National Convention
Address 5415 North Clark Street Chicago, IL 60640
Cit State Zi
y P Credit Card (circle one):
Home Phone Mobile Phone
o American Express/Visa/MasterCard/Discover
mai
JACL Chapter Mame on Card
Vegetarian Meals: Yes No ki
Special needs: Expiration Date
Security Code
Convention Hotel Lifsimiation

Contact: email chicago2010@jacl.org,
call 773.728.7170 or visit www.jacl.org and
click on the 2010 JACL National Convention link,

Wincly City Activities

Limited availability, so sign up early.

Before 6/10  After6/10
Devil in the White City Tour 570 $80
Absolutely Segway Tour 565 575
Specify: 00 Wed O Thurs O Fri
Architecture Walking Tour §15 $25
Art Institute of Chicago Tour 530 540
Trolley Tour §25 535
Specify; O Thurs O Sat
Supernatural Chinatown Tour $45 §55
Horseshoe Casino 530 540
Buddy Guy's Legends $55 $65
Museum Campus Visit 575 585
Specify: 009a O 1p
Chicago Cubs Baseball $45 §55
Architecture River Cruise 530 540
GRAND TOTAL

N

Project: Community! 2010 taking a group shot in the JACCC Plaza

JACL PSW Announces Project: Community! 2010

The JACL Pacific Southwest District has
opened up registration for Project:
Community! 2010. This high school summer
program runs from Jun. 22 to Aug. 24.
Participants will meet every Tuesday night
from 6:30-9:30 p.m. at the Japanese American
Cultural and Community Center (JACCC) in
Little Tokyo.

For 10 weeks this summer a group of 15-20
students will attend interactive workshops led
by JACL staff and various community leaders.
Workshops will focus on developing leader-
ship skills, identity, grassroots organizing, and
the preservation of the Little Tokyo.
Applications for this program are available
online at www.jaclpsw.org or upon request.

All application materials must be post
marked or e-mailed to the program coordina-
tor Vanessa Yee at vyee@jaclpsw.org by May

21. Participants will be notified of acceptance
in early June.

Since its inception in 2008, Project:
Community! has strived to create a space for
high school youth to learn more about them-
selves and their roles within the Little Tokyo
community.

JACL PSW recognizes the importance of
vouth as the future of the community. The dis-
trict carries out a variety of youth initiatives
including: leadership development at high
school and collegiate levels. and stimulation of
youth engagement through public policy and
community organizing.

Project: Community! was made possible
through the generous support of AT&T. H

On the Web
www.jaclpsw.org

Constitution & Bylaw Amendment Forms Now Available

To participate as a voting member
of the JACL national council, each

chapter must be in compliance with
all credentials guidelines.

Constitution and bylaw amendment forms
are now available online at www.jacl.org.

The deadline is April 24 for preliminary
review and May | for submission to the
national director.

The JACL national council will take up the
amendment proposals at the Chicago national
convention June 30 to July 4. This year's con-
vention theme is “Embracing Change.”

All documents can also be found through a

link on the JACL homepage and the 2010 con-
vention Web site.

In order to participate as a voting member of
the JACL national council, each chapter must
be in compliance with all credentials guide-
lines. Chapter fees are due 60 days prior to the
first business session on May 2. Proxy and del-
egate forms are due to headquarters by May 1.

Al the 2008 national convention in Salt Lake
City Convention, national council required
each chapter in good standing to file 990 or
990-EZ forms by May 15.

If a chapter failed to file a 990 form in 2008,
then a 2009 990 needs to be filed prior to the
convention. ll

Floor Nominations Still Available for JACL Nat’l Office

The national JACL nominations commitiee
is seeking members who are interested in run-
ning for a seat on the national JACL board of
directors.

Since the initial filing deadline has passed,
those still wishing to run for office must do so
from the floor of the convention.

The term of office shall be two years cover-
ing the 2010-12 biennium.

Positions include national president, secre-
tary/treasurer, vice president for general opera-
tions, vice president for planning and develop-
ment, vice president for membership, vice
president for public affairs, national youth/stu-
dent council chair and national youth/student
council representative.

A description of duties can be found in the
JACL constitution and bylaws.

The process and procedures for those who
wish to run from the floor can be found in the
nominations and election guidelines, which is
available at the JACL's Web site:
www.jacl.org.

Those running from the floor will be subject
to additional requirements.

Every even-numbered convention year, the
JACL holds its election of national officers.
This year. the national convention will be held
from June 30 to July 4 at the Swissotel in
Chicago, Illinois. This year’s theme is
“Embracing Change.”

For more information on the national con-
vention, visit www.jacl.org. For more informa-
tion on running for national office, contact
Kent Kawai, nominations committee chair:
mkawaiusa@netscape.net. Il
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Civil rights activist Yuri Kochiyama (above) at Black Panther Richard Aoki’s memorial in 2009,

Shining a Light on APA Leaders

Is there an Asian American equivalent of
Malcolm X or Martin Luther King, Jr.?

By Nalea J. Ko
Reporter

Asian Pacific Americans say, unlike other ethnic communi-
ties, there is not one prominent APA leader, but many unsung
heroes to be recognized for their work.

While there is not an APA equivalent to Martin Luther King,
Jr.. APAs say many community leaders have made lasting con-
tributions worthy of recognition and respect.

These are the community leaders who need to be honored
during APA Heritage Month in May.

“We have them all around us,” JACL National Youth
Representative Brandon Mita said about APA leaders. “We just
need to realize that leadership doesn’t always have to equate to
the front page of the New York Times.”

APA Heritage Month started in 1978 as a weeklong celebra-
tion after former Reps. Norman Mineta and Frank Horton
introduced a resolution, followed by similar bills supported by
Sens. Daniel Inouye and Spark Matsunaga.

In 1992 the event expanded to what is now APA Heritage
Month.

*Norm Mineta fought hard when he was in the Congress
to establish May as the month in which this country would
celebrate its APA citizens. and it’s our responsibility now to
make the most of it,” said John Tateishi, former JACL
national director.

The nationwide celebration is about “the recognition that
Asian Pacific Americans are an integral part of the fabric of this
country,” said Dale Minami, a partner at the San Francisco,
Calif. law office of Minami Tamaki LLP.

“That we're not just foreigners as we are perceived by some
ignorant people. That we have a long and valuable history here,
contributing to the growth and the diversity and the greatness
of America.”

Unsung Heroes

When asked to name the most prominent APA leaders, most
readily list trailblazers like Minami, Richard Aoki, Yuri
Kochiyama, and many others.

A Malcolm X level civil rights figure does not exist in the
APA community, many say, but APAs have made significant
contributions to many walks of life.

Contributions like Aoki’s involvement with the Black
Panther Party. Kochiyama's civil rights efforts and Minami’s
work on the historical Korematsu case, among many others.

Others rose from Japanese American internment camps to
serve their country in the 442nd Regimental Combat Team, the
100th Battalion or fought for freedom from home like the
resisters of conscience.

“Does any immigrant, ethnic, or racial group in the U.S. or
in other countries have extraordinarily recognizable and influ-
ential social justice leaders like Martin Luther King or Malcolm
X7 said Don. T. Nakanishi, director and professor emeritus of
the Asian American Studies Center at the University of
California, Los Angeles.

“Of course not. It isn’t just Asian Americans. However, that
doesn’t mean that there haven’t been APAs who have provided
unprecedented leadership, vision, and insights. There have
been,” Nakanishi added.

Mita echoed Nakanishi’s sentiments.

“Unlike the African American community ... the API [Asian
and Pacific Islander] community has not forged bonds as one
entity,” Mita said. “This is not to say that there will never be a
figurehead like Martin Luther King or Malcolm X, but at the
moment, T haven't seen anyone that has emerged to be such an
individual.”

Let the Celebration Begin

To celebrate APA Heritage Month, APA groups nationwide
are planning events to honor those who have paved the way for
future generations.

“I think that every community should be recognized for their
history and contributions.” said Tricia Sung, chair of the

Friends of the National Archives Southeast (FNAS) APA
Heritage Month Committee in Georgia.

On May 1, FNAS and other community partners includ-
ing the Southeast JACL are planning the “We Are
America: Asian Pacific Americans in the U.S. South,”
which will feature speakers like Reps. Joseph Cao and
Mike Honda.

The event takes place at the National Archives in Atlanta. It
is one of many celebrations planned nationwide to highlight
contributions of APAs in politics, the community, the arts and
more.

“In terms of folks that [ really appreciate [ would have to say
the APA parents that have come before us,” said Sung. “And in
many cases those are the unsung heroes.”

APA Heritage Month is not only a time to honor those that
have made strides in politics or civil rights, but other fields as
well.

“There are many who have made significant contributions in
a unique way to the APA community,” said Sonya Kuki. a
South Bay JACL member and Pacific Citizen editorial board
youth representative. “One who I've always admired was Patsy
Mink, former U.S. representative from the state of Hawaii who
championed women's rights specifically with regards to athlet-
ic opportunities.”

Kuki added that she also admires Sen. Daniel Akaka and
Cleveland Browns linebacker Scott Fujita, who was adopted by
JACL members Rod and Helen Fujita.

In addition to honoring leaders, some APAs say there must
also be support for organizations that give the community a
voice.

“It’s really important for us to support not only Asian
American organizations but the Asian American media,”
Minami said. “And community newspapers ate really a sig-
nificant part of creating the cohesion that allows us to ful-
fill our potential as an ethnic minority, as Asian Americans.
It reminds us of who we are, it connects us together and [
think it allows us to have a voice.” l
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Formation of National JACL

WE JUST PASSED the “birthday” when JACL was
founded — April 6, 1929 — in San Francisco at
Japantown’s Reformed Church. During my five
decades editing this publication, no one at the national
JACL level took special steps to celebrate JACL's
birthday.

As this column gleaned past records, we shall con-
clude by showing milestones that led fo the formation
of JACL.

As a Nisei, we all can thank our lucky stars that the
Issei had emigrated to the 1.S., married and planted
their roots in America despite the problems, prejudice
and discrimination that faced Asians in general, more
jarring in their time.

Now to the milestones:

Fall 1918 — Seven spirited Nisei professionals and
businessmen in San Francisco form the American
Loyalty League (predecessor to JACL) to assert their
American birthright. The seven — Tom Yatabe, DDS;
Tom Okawara: Tokutaro “Terry” Hayashi DDS: his
brother Hideki Hayashi, DDS; Kay Tsukamoto,
Peoples Laundry; Harry Suzé Suzukawa, North
American Mercantile Co.; and George Kiyoshi
Togasaki. WWI veteran. Mutual Supply Co. Were they
dreamers?. (Italics indicate excerpts from Bill
Hosokawa's “JACL in Quest of Justice”, Chapter
One.)

1920-1929 — “American Loyalty League™ or ALL
chapters (16 in California) had little to do with Issei
community; they even avoided use of “Japanese™ in its
organizational name. They did join the Japanese
Association of America to fight anti-JTapanese prejudice
and discrimination.

Jan. 1921 — The New Americans Conference in
Honolulu called by Japan-bormn preacher Rev. Taki
Okumura was to hasten **Americanization” of Nisei in
Hawaii and to develop community leaders.
Conferences met annually until 1941.

Sept. 21, 1921 — The Seattle Progressive Citizens
League organized by attorney Clarence T. Arai, began
with 14 Nisei: Shigeru Osawa served as president until
1928, when Arai was elected president.

May 1923 — The California Citizens’ League

Federation, comprised of ALL leaders, met in San
Francisco annually through the 1920s. It became a
“political wedge” against anti-Japanese discrimination;
Dr. Tom Yatabe, 27, was chosen federation president.

Sept. 1, 1923 — ALL, known as the “central organi-

zation.” launches a relief drive for Tokyo earthquake
victims; urges Nisei with dual citizenship to renounce
their Japanese citizenship, as provided by amendment
to Japanese law.

Nov. 28-29, 1924 — As JAA revitalizes the dormant |

ALL chapters, Dr. Yatabe in San Francisco urges Nisei
to create/promote better understanding between
Tapanese and American people, and register to vote.

The California Citizens League Federation dwindled to

six chapters in 1926; and by 1929 Fresno was the lone
aclive chapler.

April 1928 — Clarence Arai, 27. of Seattle
Progressive Citizens League consults with Takizo
Takimoto, JAA general secretary, and Nisei leaders at

work for a permanent national organization.

Oct. 1, 1928 — San Francisco New American
Citizens League organized to prepare again a federation
of Pacific Coast Nisei representatives: Saburo Kido. 26,
was elected president.

April 5-6, 1929 — National JACL is organized at
Japanese Reformed Church. Delegates from nine
organizations adopted ““Tapanese-American Citizens’
League™ (sic) as its name; Nikkei Shimin Kyokai in
Japanese.

Takahashi, George Togasaki. Takeo Okamoto, Thosey
Aoki. Tamotsu Murayama. Fumi Kawahara Goda,
Saiki Muneno, Jerry Isonaka, Charles Yonezu, Takashi
Koga:. San Jose: Kay Nishida; Newcastle: Tom Yego,
Louis Oki, Sam Sunada;. Stockfon: Miya Sannomiya
Kikuchi, Masaru Kuwada; Fresno: Dr. Thomas T.
Yatabe, Hisashi Arie; Los Angeles: Yone Kuwahara
Sugahara:. Brawley: Lyle Kurisaki. Ryoichi Okamoto:
Portland: Charles Yoshii; Seattle: Clarence T. Arai.
Let’s call them the “artists” of JACL. H

Harry Honda is the Pacific Citizen's editor emeritus.

THAT'S LARY SCHECTMAN REMINDING US
TO HEAD FOR THE JACL CHICAGO CONVENTION.

GOOD USE OF THOSE
NUMEROUS BARRELS.

THE SHIGEKI SHAKE DOWN

The Death of
Objectivity

RY PETER SHIGEK! FRANDSEMN

- At

The gloomy day has arrived. Objectivity has taken its last breath. Raise

your glass in memory to what once was. Here comes subjectivity to reign

the San Francisco Japantown YMCA to lay the ground- in the absence of rational observation and sound decision-making.

The rise of modernity has slain objectivity.

One of coming of age quandary is this: Is this how it always was or are
things getting worse? Many great young protagonists from Holden
Caulfield to Gene Forrester or Scout Finch have all struggled with the cold
reality of becoming an adult. The unfortunate generation behind me will

. face it sooner than they should. Good luck, you won't stand a chance.

Maybe I am exaggerating. Maybe the young uns will have a chance after

© all. Butitis going to be a lot harder, and here’s why.

The preponderance of information we Modernites must digest is con-

) ) ¢ stantly being pushed through narrowing prisms — relative to who is talking
Delegates — San Francisco: Saburo Kido, Dr. Henry

and what they want you to believe. How can any of us make sense of what
we read, hear or see? Plus, who doesn’t have an ulterior motive these days?
Just turn on any 24-hour news network and read their ticker at the bot-

¢ tom of the screen filled with inevitable question mark statements that push
- asubtle agenda, one tick at a time. With the right and left looking at the

© same sets of data and drawing insanely opposite conclusions, how are we
- supposed sort through the mess?

And it’s not just limited to the news media. Should I drink Coke or

Pepsi? From what the advertisements tell me, I must choose one or the
: other. Should Tbuy Huggies or Pampers? Surely one must be better than its
: competitor.

I mean, Yankees or Red-Socks? LeBron or Kobe? Politics, sports, adver-

tisements, you name it — who among us is equipped enough to break
i through the noise?

I wish there were a study that would illustrate how many times you have
to hear a particular “truth”™ before you believe it. For instance, if you heard
Rush Limbaugh say it, read it on Redstate.com, and then was forwarded an
e-mail from your work buddy, then it must be true. Of course, the same
could be said about MSNBC sound bites, a Huffington Post link, or a
Facebook status update.

Repeating half-truths over and over again does not make them any more
true.

I would like to believe that there was once a day when rationality, hon-
esty and objectivity ruled. But sadly, like Holden, I should come to terms
with the reality that T live in.

I guess it’s on us. my peers and L to rummage through the information
mess and create order among chaos to spare younger generations from los-
ing their innocence. I can only imagine that I'm not the first coming-of-
ager to seek that resolution.

Wish me luck. Wish us all luck to break through prisms of relativity and
dig up our old friend, objectivity. ll

Peter Shigeki Frandsen is living in Biloxi, Miss. He is a Mount Olympus
JACL member.
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Major League Baseball’s
Japanese American Catcher

The Oakland A’'s Kurt Suzuki gears up for a new season and
he discusses his Japanese heritage and hometown of Hawaii.

PHOTO: WICHAEL ZaGAl

average (o .274 and hit 15 home
runs. Suzuki was batting .249 in
2007 with 39 RBIs.

In addition to hitting seven
homeruns and 42 RBIs in 2008,
Suzuki was able to travel with the
team to Japan.

“It was cool to experience pro-
fessional baseball in Japan and the
culture too,” he explained. “It was
interesting seeing how the way of
life differed over there. It was a
fun trip and the food was great.”

His teammates and coaches also
unofficially named Suzuki MVP
last year. For his work on and off
the field, Suzuki’s teammates and
coaches also named him as the Jim
“Catfish” Hunter Award recipient
in 2009,

Setting an example for others,
the 26-year-old stepped up to the
plate when a former college base-
ball player needed help.

He raised over $61,000 for the
Jon Wilhite Recovery Fund. The
fund benefited Jon Wilhite, who
was injured in a fatal car crash that
killed Angels’ pitcher Nick
Adenhart and two others.

s o

PHOTO: KRIS WILSON

‘Anytime you are in the spotlight you feel like a role
model,’ said Suzuki.

“Anytime you are in the spot-
light you feel like a role model.”
He added, “When kids look up to you, you
have to make sure to carry yourself in the right
way, and that you provide good examples for
them.”

Suzuki said his parents were always sup-
portive of everything he did including base-

ball. He offered words of encouragement for
younger JAs:

“Just keep working hard and never give up,”
he said. “There are no limits if you have a good
attitude. M

Jordan Iserson contributed to this story.

AT

Kurt Kiyoshi Suzuki says he’s proud to represent his home state of Hawaii,

By Pacific Citizen Staff

Twenty-six-year-old Kurt Kiyoshi Suzuki
has played with the Oakland A’s since 2007,
but he has never forgotten where he got his
start.

The A’s catcher says he is proud to know
every time he steps on the diamond that he is
representing the state of Hawai.

“Yes, being from a small state and doing
what I'm doing, makes me proud and shows
me how fortunate [
am,” he said. “It’s
greal to carry that
Hawaiian name with
me.”

Suzuki, who is Japanese
American, is from Hawaii
where he attended Henry Perrine
Baldwin High School.

The A’s catcher said he wears a
puka shell necklace under his jersey to
remind him of his hometown of §®
Wailuku on the island of Maui.

“I've womn it since I left the
island to go to college and
haven't taken it off since.,”
Suzuki explained of heading
off to college at California
State University, Fullerton. oy
“It might be A
superstitious, '
but mostly it

Jjust reminds me of home.”

Suzuki wore that puka shell necklace April 5
when the A's kicked off the 2010 season
against the Seattle Mariners. The two teams
will play seven games during the first 10 days
of the season.

Growing up in Hawaii as a JA has influ-
enced Suzuki beyond his choice of on-the-field
attire, he said.

“[ think it gave me a little bit more of a laid
back and relaxed attitude and the ability to
really just have fun and enjoy life,” Suzuki
explained about how the island culture influ-
enced him. “Hawaii is a much different place.”

His Japanese heritage has also. he
said, affected his demeanor in life on
and off the diamond.

“Off the diamond, it definite-
ly leads to being closer with my
family,” Suzuki said. “We spend a

/ot of time together over the holi-
days, so it's helped me become more
family oriented.”

Suzuki is regarded as one of the top
catchers in the American League. He
earned the nickname “Kurt Klutch™ in
college where he was awarded the

Johnny Bench Award.

‘While playing for the A’s,

Suzuki's skills have also
garnered acknowledg-
ment. In 2009 Suzuki
increased his batting

Double Your Tax Return

National JACL CU wants to double your tax return’

the money from your
tax return in your
Rates are as low
as 6.50%’

Call today to get your loan from National JACL Credit Union!
(800) 544-8828 + www.jaclcu.com

=% National JACL
«+4 Credit Union
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‘I'm excited about the move to Cleveland — it opens up a whole new part of the country for us to explore,’ said Scott Fujita (fop, center}, who recently signed with the Browns.

CELEBRATING
SAINTHOOD

In the afterglow of a Super Bowl win, NFL star Scott Fujita talks about
his future with the Cleveland Browns and reflects on his family history.

By Lynda Lin
Assistant Editor

On the field of Sun Life Stadium after the New Orleans Saints’ historic Super Bowl win, con-
fetti rained down on linebacker Scott Fujita as he celebrated the victory with his wife, Jaclyn, and

their two-year-old twin daughters, Isabell and Delilah.

It's a moment crystallized in time for the NFL star.
“Tt's still tough to describe exactly what it feels like to have won the Super Bowl. What T do
know is that for the first few weeks following the game, I felt like my feet never touched the

ground,” said Fujita.

After the parades and celebrations came the news: the Saint became a Brown — the Cleveland
variety. After four years in New Orleans. it's a move that he calls “bittersweet.”

Fujita, 30, the son of Ventura County JACLers Rod and Helen Fujita, recently caught up with
the Pacific Citizen via e-mail to talk about his Super Bowl win and his Japanese American fam-
ily legacy. including an honorary degree from UC Berkeley for his late grandfather, Nagao Fujita,

a #442nd Regimental Combat Team veteran.

Pacific Citizen: What have your family
members said to you about your Super
Bowl win?

Scott Fujita: My family is incredibly proud,
and Jaclyn and I were so glad to be able to
share this whole experience with them. And
they deserve it too! They have all been such
loyal supporters. changing their shirts and hats
as | move from team to team, so they deserve
to relish the moment as well.

My grandfather [Nagao Fujita] would also
be exiremely proud. He was a great foothall
player and fan, and like me, was a very ambi-
tious and goal-oriented person. He would be
thrilled that I've accomplished so much as a

man, as a father, and as a football player.

P.C.: You're Cleveland bound! Describe
your best personal memory with the
Saints, and your expectations for the
Browns next season.

Fujita: It's definitely bittersweet to be leav-
ing New Orleans, but we'll keep our home
there and will visit often. I'm excited about the
move to Cleveland — it opens up a whole new
part of the country for us to explore. For us,
playing in the NFL is about the experience as
well ... not just playing the games.

I hear there's a pretty good sushi spot in
Cleveland called Sushi Rock. In fact, the

N— s

The post-Super Bowl party was a family affair. Scott (back row) celebrated with (l-r) his soon-
to-be-sister-in-law Stephanie, brother Jason, mom Helen, wife Jaclyn and dad Rod.

Browns ordered it in when I was on my free
agency visit, so they definitely did their home-
work.

P.C.: How do you keep Isabell and Delilah
plugged into the Japanese culture that you
grew up in?

Fujita: We've gotten used to living so far
from home. But the one thing about playing
football is that there are always games to be
played. and people always want to come to
games. Despite the distance, we probably still
see our families more than most people, and
that keeps the girls in touch with their roots.

PC.: T understand you have a copy of your
father’s apology letter from President
George Bush for the World War 11 JA
incarceration. What does the letter mean
to you?

Fujita: Years ago I made a copy of the letter
my dad received from the president. Now it's
on my computer, so it travels with me wherev-
er I go. Basically, it gives me a stark reminder
of where my family has come from and what
they've been through. It also reminds me how
fortunate T am, and that T really have nothing to
complain about.

PC.: You have a strong UC Berkeley tradi-
tion in your family. The UC system is
awarding honorary degrees to WWII JA
students and/or their families who were
forced to discontinue their education
because of the internment. What do you
think this honorary degree would've meant
to your grandfather, who also attended
Berkeley?

See FUJITA/Page 16
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JAs from across California arrived at Stanislaus County’s Turlock Assembly Center in 1942,

Memorial to be Dedicated at Former
Turlock Assembly Center Site

At the height of anti-Japanese sentiment during WWII, JAs from all over
California were taken to Turlock, making it difficult for organizers to find

former internees for the ceremony.

By Christine McFadden
Special to the Pacific Citizen

When Kayla Canelo, a master’s student of
history at California State University,
Stanislaus, learned that an area in her county
historically significant to Japanese Americans
was lacking a monumental marker, she imme-
diately took action.

The Stanislaus County Fairgrounds, which
once housed 3,692 JAs at its peak population
when it served as the Turlock Assembly Center
during World War TI, is currently without any
trace or proof of the people who called it
“home” for a large portion of 1942. Relocated
JAs were incarcerated in the assembly center
between April and August: post-war, the area
was used as a rehabilitation center for the
Army.

“So many children grow up near former
assembly centers and have no idea whatsoever

Awarding six $1,500 scholarships for
2010 high school graduates lineally
related to a member of:

1) The 100th-442nd RCT
2) The MIS
3) Japanese American Military Personnel
4) JAVA

Contest details/application;
www.javadc.org
Deadline for receipt of enfries:
April 21, 2010
Awards to be announced:
May 15, 2010
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of their history,” wrote Canelo in an e-mail to
the Pacific Citizen. “This is definitely a histo-
ry thal needs to be remembered.

A Small, Dignified Ceremony

In January 2008, Canelo enrolled in class on
JA internment taught by history professor Dr.
Nancy Taniguchi in which she heard numerous
personal internment stories from visiting for-
mer internees. There, she learned a history rel-
evant to Stanislaus County that had only thus
far been passed onto her through her grandfa-
ther rather than formal education in school.

Concurrently, a project in the neighboring
Merced County was underway to remember
the site of the Merced Assembly Center led by
the Merced Assembly Center
Commemoration Committee. When encour-
aged by Taniguchi to take on a similar project
for Turlock. she agreed. After attending one of
the Merced monument meetings. she called

[EIHA
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Pacific Citizen
800/966-6157

classmate David Seymour the next day.

Canelo and Seymour then contacted the
Cortez JACL about support and donations.
With the help of one key donor who con-
tributed $3,000, they raised $4,000 toward the
monument.

*T had known for years that Turlock was an
assembly center,” Seymour said. “Thad always
thought: ‘I wonder if there is anything to mark
that?™

The money was enough to purchase what
Cortez JACL president and Merced Assembly
Center Commemoration Committee member
Ed Nakade describes as *a very modest
cement block with a plaque” from a “shoe-
string budget.”

Nakade, who helped Canelo but maintains
that it was a “one-woman show.” had family
members who were incarcerated during
WWIL He was bom after the war. Originally
from Vacaville, Calif., he assumed that his
family was placed in the Sacramento
Assembly Center.

“The Nisei really didn’t talk about it and so
I assumed that that was where we went,” he
said. “It was later on when I was working on
the project and [ mentioned it to my mom and
she said, “Oh that’s great,
that's where we were."™

from all over California— from Tracy to the
Bay Area — making it difficult to locate peo-
ple to attend the ceremony.

“Bveryone from Merced is from Merced,”
said Seymour. “But everyone from Turlock is
not from Turlock. They didn’t stay in the area
when they got out of camp. It's a matter of
tracking a few of them down.”

Due to the widely dispersed population of
the former Turlock internees in addition to the
aging populating of the Nisei, both Seymour
and Nakade are concemed that many will
either be unaware of the ceremony or be
unable to attend. Invifations have been sent out
to people who donated to the project and the
team is still working on researching the names
and contact information of former Turlock
internees.

Nakade hopes that the ceremony will attract
more donations to build a storyboard to
enhance the plague embedded in the concrete.
Many of the former assembly center sites up
and down the West Coast, which during WWII
ranged from barracks to makeshift rooms out
of horse stables, already have monuments
accompanied by storyboards and descriptions.

*Asa historian I would really like to conduct
oral history interviews and doc-
ument the stories of former

) Nakgde was able to Turlock Dedication internees,” Canelo said. “Tt is so
find his mother in the May 1,11 a.m. important that their history is
Turlock records. After 900 N. Bmadway remembered.”
being sent to Gila River in . Canelo is not a Japan

: : Turlock. Calif ‘anelo is not a Japanese
Arizona with the other ck, American, nor is she related to

Turlock internees, his
family settled in Stockton. Calif.

The monument’s base will be installed at the
north gate of the Stanislaus Fairgrounds April
19. The monument itself will be installed April
20, according to Canelo. In addition to the
monument, a ceremony is scheduled for May
1 at 11 a.m. at the site. According to Canelo.
the Stockton Taiko will be performing, former
internees will be sharing their stories, and
Taniguchi will serve as the keynote speaker.

“We wanted a small, simple, and dignified
ceremony and I really feel that is what we are
accomplishing.” Canelo said.

Rallying for Support

The Turlock Assembly Center is largely dif-
ferent from the Merced Assembly center in
that most of the JAs incarcerated in Merced
eventually returned to that same county after
the war. Conversely, Turlock housed internees

anybody who is JA. After start-
ing her Turlock Assembly Center monument
project, she became a JACL member.

“It’s really inspirational that Kayla would
take this on,” Nakade said.

Seymour shared similar sentiments: “T can’t
rave about her enough: she’s on top of every-
thing.”

Canelo’s ultimate goal for the project is to
educate people about the Turlock Assembly
Center and the JA internment in general, espe-
cially the younger generations who may not
know as much about the history of this time
period.

“We need to protect our civil liberties for
the future,” Canelo said. She also hopes that
the monument meets the expectations of
former internees. T hope they are pleased to
know that we are remembering their history
and educating the future generations
through it.” W
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To business manager. Because most have fami-

YAMAMO lies well-established in the L.A. area, there

(Continued from page 2) looms the possibility of a decision not to

spectrum of JTACL programs.

But the consequences of such a move can-
not be seen on the pages of a budget, they go
much deeper. First of all, consider the pub-
lishing disruption. When the P.C. made the
easy move from Monterey Park, Calif. to Los
Angeles, a distance of just a few miles, two
editions of the paper
were missed. There's no
predicting the amount of
turmoil resulting from a
400-mile move to San
Francisco, where new
facilities, new vendors,
new systems, and even
perhaps new staff will
have to be dealt with.

And speaking of staff.
I should pay a tribute
here to the P.C.’s most
valuable resource: its
people. In its 81 years of
publication, the editors
and staff of the 2C. have been the driving
force behind its success.

Today the paper is written and produced by
an award-winning team of professionals with
al least 27 years of combined journalism
experience. Caroline Aoyagi-Stom, our exec-
utive editor, is joined by assistant editor
Lynda Lin and reporter Nalea J. Ko, all three
solid, dedicated pros. They are supported by
Eva Lau-Ting, circulation, and Kene Kubo,

'l hope the national
coundil will carefully con-
sider other options that
will assure us the contin-
ued presence of aP.C. in
Los Angeles, offering the
quality and content that
JACL members expect
and deserve.’

move with the P.C. Should that happen, the
paper will face a profound loss of profession-
al experience, knowledge of institutional his-
tory, and technical know-how, not to mention
the new and innovative approaches that this
team uses o deliver the news to you. These
assets take years to develop, and could con-
ceivably comprise a huge loss to JACL —
operationally as well as fiscally.

[ fully recognize that
we are facing tough
financial times at the
TACL, and that changes
need to be made. But [
strongly feel, as a long-
timne member (and for-
mer JACL employee)
as well as one who has
worked in and around
journalism for my
entire career, that the
disruption to the P.C. to
the degree advocated by
the budget committee’s
proposal — not to mention the yet-unidenti-
fied attendant costs — is not the answer to
balancing the budget.

I hope the national council will carefully
consider other options that will assure s the
continued presence of a P.C. in Los Angeles,
offering the quality and content that TACL
members expect and deserve. l

Margie Yamamoto is the Pacific Citizen's
editorial board chair.

Blue Shield of California

An Independent Member of the Blue Shield Association
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The Bainbridge Island Memorial {(above) was recently dedicated.

Dedication Held for Bainbridge
Island WWII JA Memorial

The Nidoto Nai Yoni memorial hon-
ors the first group of JAs to be
forcibly removed after Japan
attacked Pearl Harbor.

By Pacific Citizen Staff

March 30 is ingrained in Fumiko
Hayashida’s memory as the day in 1942 that
she along with over 200 other Japanese
Americans were forced to evacuate their
Bainbridge Island homes for desolate intern-
ment camps.

“You can never forget,” said Hayashida, a
99-year-old Bainbridge Island native who 68
years ago was forcibly taken to the Eagledale
Ferry Dock with her husband and two young
children by her side. She was just 31 years old
and pregnant with her third child.

“] was so scared.” said the Seattle JACL
member.

Hayashida was among the first group of JAs
to be evacuated and incarcerated after Japan
attacked Pearl Harbor and launched the U.S.
mto World War IL.

On the 68th anniversary of the Bainbridge
Island evacuation. the memorial *“Nidoto Nai
Yoni” was dedicated to JAs who were uproot-
ed and incarcerated. It was an “open house” for

the over 1.800 individuals who have con-
tributed to the memorial wall, said Frank
Kitamoto, president of the Bainbridge Island
Japanese American Community (BIJAC). a
non-profit organization that has been raising
funds for the memorial.

Construction of the wall and landscaping
has been completed, said Kitamoto. Now com-
mittee members are working with a design
team to help determine how we can best
memorialize being the first JA community to
be forcibly removed during WWII, he added.

Hayashida, who participated in the ground-
breaking ceremony last year, could not attend
the dedication because of a hurt leg, but she
was there in spirit.

A 150-foot pier will be built above the water
in addition to a 4,000-square-fool interpretive
and learning center. The project has a total esti-
mated cost of $6 million.

In May 2008, Bainbridge’s memorial was
designated as a satellite unit to the Minidoka
memorial.

Nidoto Nai Yoni means. “Let it never hap-
pen again.”

“We should all remember,” said Hayashida.
|

On the Web:
www.bijac.org
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