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LETTERS/COMMENTARY
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A Core American Value

Young people can be a pretty screwy bunch, but sometimes they :
. represent the very best in us. I recently saw a short documentary entitled :
. “Leap of Faith” which tells the true story of a group of Caucasian : join.

. teenagers who risked some danger in order to help protect the Enmanji : Perhaps JACL should focus on

. Buddhist Temple during WWII in Sepastopol, Calif.

. alocal Christian church decided they would maintain a vigil.

. The beautiful Enmanji Temple still stands today. I marvel at the :
. courage of these young people who night-after-night stood vigil. not
. knowing what kind of craziness they might encounter. This is an :
. example of the “very best in us” — to be loyal to our friends, and to. :
. take bold action for one of the great values that America really stands :

for: religious freedom and tolerance.

Changing JACL’s
Name is an Insult
Iamappalledmthesuggem ;- its founders who established the

. being
! people”

: organization in 1929 and, today,
: js the oldest and largest Asian
© American civil rights organization
: in the United States. Do not be :
‘oo quick to destroy valuable
 institutional history.
Take, for example, the NAACP, :
i founded in-

identified as

NAACP, is open to anyone wishing

. meeting the needs or the interests

In early 1942, vandals and religious bigots shot bullets into the : ¢ . diverse Asian American .

. temple and even fire bombed the wooden building. The youth group of : community, young and old, and to :
. remember what was and is in the :
hearts and minds of the people, :
..as does the NAACP, instead of

contemplating a name change for

JACL.

: Helen Kawagoe
. Former National JACL President

Bill Watanabe
LosAngeles : - Kk
4 .
: to change the name of JACL. I : Let’s Get Involved :
 believe that changing the name : I read with amazement National :
: of JACL would be an insult 10 : pragident David Kawamoto’s
cefforts to increase JACL

{ membership. In 1958, when I got

involved in JACL, membership

. was also an issue. Evidently, it is

sill an issue. In 1965, NCWNPD
approved a health insurance

. program and today it is going
_ . strong after about 45 years.

1909, and has not :
: changed its name even though :
“colored :
is outdated. Remember :
that membership in JACL, like the :

Today. I would challenge
the younger JACLers, such
as the various JACL national
scholarship winners. Let’s start
something like our JACL Health

Plan and really get involved.

John Yasumoto
San Francisco JACL

WRITE TO US

Send signed letters with

your name, contact infor-

mation and JACL chapter
~ affiliation to:

pc@pacificcitizen.org
S
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Pete Hironaka Leaves Lasting Legacy Upon Retirement

By Ron Katsuyama

Pete Hironaka's cartoons have resonated with
Pacific Citizen readers for more than 53 years.
On May 24, 1957, Pete’s initial publication was
prompted by Mike Masaoka’s “Washington
Newsletter” column that raised concern about
an apparent decline in public recognition of
the supreme sacrifices of Nisei soldiers during
WWII. Since then, other themes are identifiable:
the value of compassion and a need for advocacy

on behalf of the “underdog” or “outsider” due to

cultural insensitivity or bigotry.

Born to Issei parents who eked out a
sharecroppers’ living near Sacramento, Pete
was the second oldest of six children. When
Pete was six, the family moved to Salinas to take
advantage of better farming opportunities. Pete
fondly recalls one of his earliest experiences
in the Salinas schools. His first grade teacher
gathered her colleagues to marvel at a sketch he
had made of a pretty, blonde-haired classmate.

However, with a growing interest in sports,
farm chores, and dedication to schoolwork, Pete
temporarily abandoned his drawing activities.
Perhaps recognizing Pete’s latent abilities, his
father talked him into taking a college-prep
curriculum at Salinas High School.

However, Pete’s life path suddenly took an
unexpected turn. Following Pearl Harbor, E.O.
9066, and a temporary stay in squalid conditions
at Pinedale, Pete’s father accompanied him,
his older sister, and his four younger siblings
(including an infant) on a train headed toward

the Poston concentration camp. Pete’s
mother was unable to return from a
visit to Japan, and she died before any
opportunity for family reunification.
Beginning his sophomore year at
Poston, Pete enrolled in whatever
“electives” he needed to keep his full-
time student status. Life was as easy as
it was aimless at this time in Pete’s life,
and he often meandered from the mess
hall to the baseball field and back,
Then came Joan Smith (later
Joan Smith Bodein). She promptly -
implemented a policy of beginning-
of-year interviews with each of her students.
A life-changing meeting ensued. “Pete, this is
ridiculous,” she began. More pointedly, “ You're
just drifting through school ... You CAN go (to
college) if you try hard enough and set your
mind to it!” The rest is history. Pete became
valedictorian and was accepted to Miami
University, Oxford, Ohio, sometimes referred
to as the “Ivy League” school of the Midwest.
Now, returning to the discussion of Pete’s
more than five decades of P.C. cartoons.
Wherein lies his motivation? Perhaps it springs
from his deep appreciation and loyalty to those
people and institutions that reflect the best in
our sometimes flawed human nature and the
desire to celebrate these values with others.
When Pete heard that Mrs. Joan Smith Bodein
would be vacationing with her husband in

California, he went out of his way to arrange

Hironaka 's cartoons resonate through his classic satire.

a meeting so that he could finally tell her that
she was the best, most caring teacher he ever
had. And his loyalty to Miami University and
pride in his alumnus status remains unwavering
in innumerable ways.

JACL’s core values are also very dear to Pete,
and his artistic talents permit their expression
with unparalleled eloquence. His cartoons
resonate through his powerful use of irony,
subtle sarcasm, delightful exaggeration, and
classic satire.

Pete leaves a lasting legacy through his art,
which conveys JACL's values of democratic
processes and social justice. These penetrate
deeply into our consciousness, reminding us of
all that has been right with efforts on behalf of
our organization. ll

Ron Katsuyama is the national JACL vice
president of public affairs.
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Coalition Continues Fight Against Dairy Farm Near Minidoka

Since a judge OKed a large
dairy permit, community
groups are taking the next
steps to preserving the
WWII internment camp.

By Christine McFadden
Correspondent

High school sophomore Rachel

Seeman steps off a greyhound bus

and onto what she expecis to be
barren land. Following a day-long
bus ride through the flatlands of
Idaho, she is shocked to be met
with the landscape outside of Twin
Falls, [daho: lush, green fields.

“I was expecting to see a desert,”
the now 18-year-old Sianford
University freshman reflects. “I
just remember looking out at those
fields and seeing that green and
knowing that it was our ancestors
that made it what it is.”

Seeman, a Portland JACL
member, had just taken the
initial, surprising steps of her
first Minidoka pilgrimage to the
remnants of the World War II
concentration camp, With two
uncles and a great aunt incarcerated
at Minidoka, the site holds a special
significance for Seeman.

“After walking around for a
while [ realized the Japanese
Americans were there: they made
this land — they turned it from a
desert into beautiful scenery. They
were placed there for the wrong
reasons, but they still managed to
do something positive with this
land.”

However, a recent ruling by an
Idaho court may result in what
many consider to be a negative
impact on the land and a step
backward in preservation for the
historic site.

On Aug. 3, Fifth District Judge
Robert Elgee ruled in favor of a
previously issued county permit
to build a Concentrated Animal
Feeding Operation (CAFO) for
South View Dairy approximately
1.2 miles east of the camp. The
feedlot would hold approximately
13,000 cows just east of the
remnants of the site where during
WWII, about 13,000 Japanese and
JA citizens were incarcerated.

“If the environmental effect from
the pollution of the feedlot would
cause those lush, green fields to die
... that, in a way, would be erasing
history,” said Seeman.

Her younger brother Ross, in
the eighth grade at the time of the
pilgrimage. agrees. “When you go
there [Minidoka], you're expected
to be quiet and think about what
used to be there. That [the CAFO]
would disrupt it.”

A lawyer representing
community groups fighting to
preserve Minidoka filed a Sept. 13

appeal of the judge’s decision, And
the Friends of Minidoka and its
supporters, including the JACL., are
looking into more environmental
studies and starting a letter writing
campaign next month for people to

_ write to their legislators about the

importance of saving Minidoka.

Fighting the Feedlot

Judge Elgee’s Aug. 3 decision
was in response to a challenge
of constitutionality surrounding
parameter limitations on who is
allowed to comment regarding the
CAFO’s construction. I[daho law
mandates that anybody within one
mile can speak, putting Minidoka
just beyond the law’s limits.

A recent air quality study by
Washington State University, co-
sponsored by the National Trust
for Historic Preservation and
funded equally by a grant from
the Hart Family Foundation and
the National Park Service (NPS),
révealed that significant odor will
be present at all times with the
former camp being directly upwind
from the CAFO. Fundraising
arrangements for a soil and water
test are currently underway.

Despite the judge's decision,
nothing has been done to move
forward with construction at
this point, according to  John
Lothspeich, South View Dairy
attorney.

Before building can begin, a few
more permits must be issued to the
CAFO. However, the Livestock
Confinement Ordinance (LCO),
which was needed before a single
hoof could be contained, was
already issued and confirmed by
the court.

While Lothspeich said that no
compromise has been considered
by South View Dairy to decrease
the size of the feedlot or move
further away from the historical
site in response to the ‘adverse
community reaction, he did note
that the company had already made
a sacrifice.

“At the very beginning of the
application process, the first
planned facility had substantially
more animals than what was

“actually put in  the permit
application,” he .said. “They
already reduced their numbers and
they didn’t have to.”

But now a coalition of interested
groups and individuals — the same
group who has previously stepped
up when the Jerome County Board
of Commissioners first approved
the CAFO permit on Sept. 23,
2008 — is stepping up to rally the
same support against the feedlot.

Charlie  Tebbutt, plaintiff
attorney, filed a notice of appeal to
the judge’s decision on Sept. 13.
Currently, he is awaiting a briefing

PHOTO: RYAN KOZU

Every year, hundreds of people attend the Minidoka Pilgrimage to learn and reminisce.

schedule from the Idaho Supreme
Court. If approved, the next step
is to file the briefs and wait for a
hearing date. However, this could
take anywhere from another six
months to two more years.

“If we were to lose the appeal,
other avenues would be available.”
Tebbutt said. The additional
permits that the CAFO needs to
acquire can potentially be targeted
down the line.

In the time between when the

CAFO ordinance was granted by

Jerome County in 2008 and now,
the county has since taken steps
to rewrite the ordinance and pass
it to the public for approval. But
according to Tebbutt, the decision
made in 2008 is what stands despite
the ordinance change. However, he
remains optimistic.

“I"m certainly hopeful that it will
be [reversed].” he said.

Dan Everhart, the president of
the board of Preservation Idaho
similarly says that he is optimistic
that the coalition will be successful
if they are able to go forward with
the appeal.

“They [lawyers] think that the
lower court judge made several
errors in his ruling,” said Everhart.
“We believe that to be the case as
well. We wouldn’t be fighting this
battle if we didn't feel strongly
that this was the case.” He called
Minidoka one of a handful of
nationally significant sites in
Idaho, therefore warranting a
strong reaction from Preservation
Idaho.

If the CAFO gets its place,
Everhart estimates huge
implications for both visitors from
the general public and visitors of
the annual Minidoka Pilgrimage,

eventually even affecting the NPS.

“Let’s be honest, parks, whether
they’re national parks or other
kinds of parks, depend on visitors
— both new and returning
visitors,” Everhart said. *You
might visit one, but if it smells so
terrible, you're not going to go
back. You’re not going to take your
family.”

Not a part of the coalition, but
nevertheless contributing efforts in
similar ways, is the NPS. Run by
the Department of the Interior, the
NPS’ mission is to preserve and
to protect irreplaceable resources
such as Minidoka.

“This is a site that belongs to all
the American people.” said Wendy
Janssen, NPS’ site supervisor of
the Minidoka National Historic
Site. NPS is not against dairy
operations, but rather against one
of this size, she said.

“No one will want to come visit
the site and want to learn if we
have the smell of cow in the air.”

Pilgrimage at Risk?

One of Emily Momohara's
biggest concerns about the CAFO
is the survivability of a walking
tour.

“Eventually, there will be
places for people to picnic and
spend quality time at the site,”
said Momohara, president of the
Friends of Minidoka. “If it smells
like a CAFO ... they're going to
leave quickly.”

Further factors she noted are
safety issues that come with the
presence of large trucks, increased
traffic, and cattle feces on the
ground, potentially leading to
further contamination.

The National Trust for Historic

Preservation included Minidoka
on their *Top 11 Most Endangered
National Historic Sites” list in
2007. To date, Minidoka is the only
concentration camp to have ever
been listed.

Seeman equates the CAFO's

- action as “a slap in the face.”

“Minidoka is a historical site that
commemorates a place of pain, but
also a place that represents our
history,” she said. “If this feedlot
was allowed to be put in, I think it
would be an example of our society
not respecting the history once
again of a people who have already
been abused by the system.”

“Ireally can’t imagine something
like that [the CAFO] going up in
that area,” said Nisei Mary Coe.

Bom and raised in Gresham,
Oregon, her teenage years were
interrupted by a three-year
incarceration in Minidoka where
she attended and graduated from
Minidoka High School. -

After Coe and her family were
released in 1945, it took another 45
years for her to make a return trip
in 1990 with her husband to revisit
the landscape. She remembers
seeing stretches of farmland, a
lone, remaining guardhouse, and
a list of all of the people from
Minidoka that died in the 442nd
Regimental Combat Team. Coe
had two older brothers enlisted in
the 442nd; both survived.

“It wasn’t really a lot, but it was
still something [ was interested in,”
she remembers, “I really would
like to preserve an area there where
people can visit for generations to
know what went on there.” l

For more information:
www.minidoka.orgl cafo.php
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President Signs Congressional Gold Medal Bill to Honor WWII Nisei Veterans

The medal is being award-
ed collectively to those who
served in the 100th Infan-
try Battalion, the 442nd
Regimental Combat Team
and the Military Intelli-
gence Service.

By P.C. Staff and Associated Press

President Barack Obama has
signed into law a measure award-
ing Japanese American veterans
the Congressional Gold Medal,
more than 65 years after the men
fought to defeat America’s enemies
abroad while the government and
fellow citizens questioned their
loyalty to country at home.

Obama hosted six veterans and
their supporters at an Oct. 5 Oval
Office signing ceremony that was
closed to the news media.

The president noted the heroism
and exemplary combat record of
those who served even as the U.S.
government detained their fam-
ily members in internment camps,
said Terry Shima. director of the
Japanese American Veterans As-
sociation.

The president mentioned the
family of his interim chief of staff
— Pete Rouse — was among the
120,000 JAs interned.

Sen. Daniel Inouye, D-Hawaii,
who lost his right arm in Italy while
serving with the 442nd Regimental
Combat Team and was awarded
the Medal of Honor, said those
present for the signing appeared
happy and jovial. But he said ev-
eryone recognized the medal was

Pay tribute to your hero with

OFFICIAL WHITE HOUSE PHOTO BY PETE SOUZA

Japanese American veterans and dignitaries applaud the signing of a bill that will honor the JA vets with a Con-
gressional Gold Medal. Standing to the right of President Obama is JACL National Director Floyd Mori.

being awarded as a result of lost
lives and bloodshed.

“We were humbled, proud and
pleased that the contributions and
sacrifices we made in defense of
our great nation were recognized,”
Inouye said. “T am very grateful to
this nation for remembering us.”

The medal is being awarded col-
lectively to those who served in the
100th Infantry Battalion, the 442nd
Regimental Combat Team and the
Military Intelligence Service.

The 100th and 442nd soldiers
served in Europe while those in
MIS translated and interpreted Jap-

anese military communications in
the Pacific.

The National Veterans Network
(NVN), a coalition of 23 JA veter-
ans and civic organizations formed
one year ago to assist in the pas-
sage of the Senate Bill, S-1055, is
working with Washington officials
to plan a two-day program to hon-
or the Nisei veterans, according
to Christine Sato Yamazaki, NVN
chair.

At the 100th Battalion clubhouse
in Honolulu, retired dentist Dr. De-
nis Teraoka, 93, said he was glad to
be able to go “to the battlefields of
Italy and France and fight for liber-

an honorary ad in the

Pacific Citizen's Veterans Issue!

Deadline: Oct. 22

Reserve ad space: (800) 966-6157
or pc@putifi;ti_tizen.nrg

o

ty and jusfice and prove our loyalty
to the whole country.”

His wife, Joy Teraoka, whose
family was forced to leave their
Los Angeles home and go to Heart
Mountain in Wyoming when she
was 15, said the medal was well-
deserved.

She attributed the eventual re-
peal of laws that discriminated
against JAs to the bravery and
dedication showed by the soldiers.
She recalled how her mother was

‘forced to give up her U.S. citizen-

ship — even though she was born
in San Francisco — because she
married a man who was born in

Japan.

“It’'s because they fought so
well,” Joy Teraoka said. “If it
weren’t for the 442nd, I'd still be
in camp.”

But some veterans protested that
they were only doing their job dur-
ing the war and didn’t deserve ac-
colades.

*We didn’t fight for the glory
of it. We didn’t even expect to
get a medal. We just did what we
were supposed to do,” said Robert
Takeshige, 94.

The 442nd, which absorbed the
100th Battalion part of the way
through the war, became the most
highly decorated military unit in
U.S. history for its size and length
of service. The 100th was nick-
named the “Purple Heart Battal-
ion” because so many of its mem-
bers were wounded.

*“The Japanese American veter-
ans of World War II are absolutely
deserving of this recognition with
the nation’s highest civilian hon-
or,” said David Kawamoto, JACL
national president. “Their patrio-
tism during difficult times is exem-
plary. This honor is long overdue
but welcome. We are very happy
that this bill has passed so over-
whelmingly.”

The Congressional Gold Medal
has been given selectively since
1776, when George Washington
was awarded the first. Other hon-
orees include the Wright Brothers,
Thomas Edison, Rosa Parks and
the Dalai Lama. The Tuskegee Air-
men, the first group of black fighter
pilots, received the medal in 2007.
Ef
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Little Tokyo Property Owner Files for Chapter 11 Bankruptcy

Stakeholders in Los
Angeles’ Japantown say
they are concerned that
the financial problems
with a property owner
could result in a change of
ownership again.

By Nalea J. Ko
Reporter

A Japantown property owner
has filed for bankruptcy over
three years after its acquisition
of Little Tokyo landmarks stirred
controversy.

Little Tokyo Partners, the owners
of the Kyoto Grand Hotel and
Gardens and Weller Court, filed on
July 15 for Chapter 11 bankruptcy
reorganization. The filing comes
after news broke that the owners,
also known as 3D Investments,
were in default of a loan,

Retailers of Weller Court say
they have heard, through word-of-
mouth, about the property owner’s
financial woes. But some say they
are more concerned about how
the downturn in the economy has
affected business than listening to
TUmors.

“We are planning to move. I'm
thinking about it at this time,” said
Yoshinosuke Kurita, who owns the
Vantage Golf and Sport Shop in
Weller Court. *“The economy is so
bad.”

Kurita is one of about 30 tenants
in Weller Court, a three-story
outdoor mall. He moved to Little
Tokyo about 25 years ago lured
by the area’s Japanese American
culture and events.

His exporting business, he says,
is withstanding the bad economy.
However his storefront, which

he says is about 10 percent of his
business, has seen sales drop.

Around the corner at the Kyoto
Grand Hotel and Gardens it is
business as usual despite the
bankruptey filing. Officials with
the hotel say the bankruptcy filing
should not and has not affected the
day-to-day operations of the hotel.

“So 1 mean it's been in
bankruptcy you know for awhile,
And 1 think it’s business as
usual,” said Samuel R. Maizel,
legal counsel for Crestline Hotels
and Resorts, the management
company for Kyoto Grand Hotel
and Gardens,

Other Little Tokyo stakeholders
say they are not surprised that they
have only heard of the bankruptcy
filing through hearsay.

“l think. it was a different
relationship with Kajima,” said
Chris Aihara, director of the
Japanese = American  Cultural
and Community Center, about
the previous owners East West
Development Corp., a subsidiary
of Japanese Kajima Corp. “The
relationship with:3D was somewhat
contractual.”

In 2007, 3D Investments
purchased Weller Court and the
Kyoto Grand Hotel and Gardens. A
year before they also acquired two
hotels and malls in San Francisco’s
Japantown.

The purchase, which occurred
after another controversial sale of
the Japanese Village Plaza, raised
concerns in Los Angeles’ Little
Tokyo. Little Tokyo residents
and stakeholders were concerned
about how the new buyers would
maintain the cultural integrity of
the properties and what their level
of participation would be in the
community.

and
outdoor mall purchase in 2007,
community members voiced their
concerns about the new owners
by plastering posters that read
“Buying Property Does Not Buy

Months after the hotel

Community” throughout Little
Tokyo.
Some long-time retailers in

Weller Court say they had hoped
that 3D Investments would
continue to support community
events like the previous owners.

“I wish they’d be supportive
with the events that goes on in this
area,” Si_lid Judy, a store manager,
who agreed to speak only on partial
anonymity. “The New Year’s event
is a big one. I heard that the hotel
... they used to let the people that
throw the New Year’s event have
a room for free but they said they
[can’t now].”

Requests for comment from the
legal counsel representing Little
Tokyo Partners and the creditor,
First-Citizens Bank and Trust

Company, were not returned.

The bad economy is the reason
others believe the property owners
have not been able to provide
deals for events that they say were
offered in the past.

“To be fair to Kyoto Grand, it’s
a difficult economy,” Aihara said.
“Business is not easy. I think that
they are primarily a business entity
so potentially what they can do for
the community is driven by how
well they are doing.”

Now community leaders are
concerned that the bankruptcy
case could result in a change of
ownership again. According to the

‘bankruptcy court documents the

bank has received an offer from
a “secret buyer,” for the Kyoto
Grand Hotel and Gardens and
Weller Court.

“I mean it’s an offer that went to
the bank allegedly,” said Maizel.
“And the bank has declined to
reveal at this point who the offer
was from. There’s nothing to

Shop owners like Yoshinosuke
Kurita (above) of Vantage Golf
and Sport Shop say they are more
ing economy than a change in
ownership of Weller Court.

It was recently revealed that 3-D
Investments has filed for bank-
ruptcy protection three years after
buying several properties in Los
Angeles’ Little Tokyo and San
Francisco’s Japantown.

comment on because we don’t
know anything about them.™

The 21-story Kyoto Grand Hotel
and Gardens was built in 1977
and has about 434 guest rooms,
meeting rooms and a restaurant.
About 175 employees, employed
by Crestline, are employed at
the hotel, according to court
documents.

Community leaders like Bill
Watanabe say if the hotel and
outdoor mall are sold, they hope
the buyer is sensitive to the
community’s needs. The bank,
however, has not disclosed the
name of the “secret buyer.”

“If they end up selling the thing,
who they are going to sell it to?”
said Watanabe. “It is a concern
because the Kyoto Grand to me is
one of the true attractions of Little
Tokyo in downtown. So we'd hate
to see it diminish in quality of
service and the role that it plays in
the community.” M
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APA Groups File Amicus Brief
Opposing Arizona’s Immigration Law

A coalition of Asian Pacific
American groups have filed ‘a
friend of the court brief urging the
court to keep in place an injunction
blocking the core provisions of SB
1070, Arizona's racial profiling
law.

The Asian Pacific American
Legal Center (APALC) and a
coalition of civil rights groups filed
the amicus brief Sept. 30 in the
U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth
Circuit citing the serious harms
that the Friendly House plaintiffs
and other individuals would suffer
if the blocked sections of SB 1070
were to go into effect.

The district court delayed the
most  contentious  provisions
of the law, including a section
that required officers to check a
person’s immigration status while
enforcing other laws.

“The injunction helped to stave
off copycat legislation in a number
of states and we are hopeful that
the Ninth Circuit will reinforce the

supremacy of federal law regarding
immigration and recognize the
irreparable harms that communities
of color will suffer, not only in
Arizona but elsewhere in the
country, if laws like SB 1070 are
passed and enforced,” said Julie
Su, APALC litigation director.
Following Arizona’s lead, some
lawmakers in Mississippi and Utah
are saying they would support a
measure similar to SB 1070 in their
states. i
The coalition represents a group
of individual and organizational
plaintiffs who in May filed a class

action lawsuit challenging SB-

1070, Friendly House v. Whiting.
In July, the Department of Justice
(DOJ) filed a parallel lawsuit,
United States v. Arizona. Both
the DOJ and the Friendly House
plaintiffs requested that the district
court block the law pending a final
court ruling on its constitutionality,
and the court heard back-to-back
oral arguments from the DOJ and

the Friendly House plaintiffs on
July 22.

The district court issued its
preliminary injunction only in
the DOJ case. and the Friendly
House plaintiffs’ request remains
pending. The Friendly House
plaintiffs are filing the amicus brief
in the DOJ case, which is now
before the court of appeals.

The coalition’s brief illustrates
the serious harms that the Friendly
House  plaintiffs and  other
individuals would suffer if the
blocked sections of SB 1070 were
to go into effect, including improper
questioning and detention, racial
profiling. and curtailment of lawful
activity. The brief also addresses
some legal issues that were not

fully discussed by the parties in |

their briefs.

The appeals court will hear
oral argument in United States
v. Arizona on Nov. 1 in San
Francisco. @

-

Peter Rouse Becomes First AA Chief of Staff

Rouse’s grandparents were
pioneering Issei who settled
in Alaska.

By Pacific Citizen Staff

Peter M. Rouse, a powerful
Sansei White House advisor and
longtime Senate aide known as the
“101st senator” for his extensive
knowledge of Congress, has made
history as the first Asian Pacific
American White House interim
chief of staff.

JACL issued a statement hailing
Rouse’s appointment shortly after
President Barack Obama’s Oct. 1
press conference announcing his
pick to replace chief of staff Rahm
Emanuel.

Rouse, 64, has served as chief
of staff to members of the U.S.

Congress for more than 30 years.
Before joining Obama’s Senate of-
fice in 2004, he was chief of staff to
former Senate Democratic Leader
Tom Daschle for 19 years.

His JA heritage took root in
Alaska where his grandparents
Goro (George) and Mine Mikami
eventually settled in Anchorage
and opened a tailor shop on 4th Av-
enue, according to the Cook Inlet
Historical Society. During WWII,
they were incarcerated at a federal
detention camp in Arizona, report-
ed the Anchorage Daily News.

In 1934, Rouse’s mother Mary
Mikami Rouse graduated from the
Alaska Agricultural College and
then moved on to Yale University
where she met her husband Irving
Rouse, according to the same ar-
ticle.

His family history has ignited
the APA blogosphere.

“While Rouse has not empha-
sized his Asian American roots
during his political career, neither
has he denied them — and given
that his mother grew up speaking
only Japanese, and his maternal
grandparents were interned during
the War, he certainly has critical
narratives of the Asian American
experience deeply embedded in his
personal history,” wrote Jeff Yang
on his Original Spin blog.

Rouse received a bachelor’s de-
gree from Colby College in 1968,
a master’s degree from the London
School of Economics in 1970, and
a master’s of public administration
from the John F. Kennedy School
of Government at Harvard Univer-
sity in 1977,

National
Newsbytes

By Pacific Citizen Staff and Associated Press

Filipino WWII Veterans Sue Feds Over Benefits

SAN FRANCISCO—A lawsuit claims the federal government is
discriminating against Filipino World War Il veterans by giving them
benefits far below what U.S. veterans receive. '

The suit against the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs claims lump-
sum payments of either $9,000 or $15,000 given to the Filipino soldiers
are a pittance compared with the benefits that other veterans receive,
including pensions and health care.

The suit demands compensation equal to what other veterans receive.
It also wants the federal government to make the widows of Filipino
soldiers who died before the benefits were approved eligible to receive
their husbands’ share. .

About 250,000 Filipinos fought alongside American troops during
WWIL.

Little Tokyo Theater to Shutter for Repairs

LOS ANGELES —The Aratani Japan America Theatre in Los
Angeles’ Little Tokyo will close its doors Jan. 31, 2011, for repairs and
upgrades, according to a statement from the Japanese American Cultural
and Community Center (JACCC).

The 880-seat theatre, which opened in 1983, is in dire need of repairs,
according to Chris Aihara, JACCC executive director.

During its repair, JACCC will present performances in alternate
venues including the newly restored James Irvine Japanese Garden
adjacent to the theatre.

UC Davis Launches Center to Fight Cancer Disparities

SACRAMENTO—The National Cancer Institute has awarded the
University of California, Davis Cancer Center $5.6 million to combat
the disparity of cancer rates among Asian Pacific Americans.,

The Cancer Center will now be home to the National Center for
Reducing Asian American Cancer Health Disparities, the only such
national center. -

Work there will build on more than a decade of efforts by the Asian
American Network for Cancer Awareness Research and Training to
increase cancer awareness and build community-centered research to
fight cancer issues among APAs.

Native Hawaiians are Being Jailed Disproportionately

HONOLULU —The Office of Hawaiian Affairs (OHA) has released
a report that shows the criminal justice system incarcerates Native
Hawaiians at a disproportionate rate.

The report, “The Disparate Treatment of Native Hawaiians in the
Criminal Justice System,” revealed that of the people serving a prison
term in Hawaii, approximately 50 percent are housed in facilities on the
mainland. Of this population, about 41 percent are Native Hawaiian, the
most highly represented group.

“This crucial research shows the need to address the unfair treatment
of Native Hawaiians in our state's criminal justice system,” said Clyde
Namuo, OHA's chief executive officer.

Young Oak Kim Center Opens
RIVERSIDE, Calif.—The Young Oak Kim Center for Korean
American Studies at the University of California, Riverside will lead
the United States in studying issues related to the Korean diaspora and
Korean American identity issues, dignitaries and supporters said at the
center’s Sept. 29 grand opening. :
The center will be one of only a few in the U.S. to focus its research
on the history of Korean Americans, said Edward Chang, center director
and professor of ethnic studies. B
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By Pacific Citizen $taff

ACLU Event Features Arizona JACL Speakers

Arizona JACLers Jim and Marian Shee were both featured speakers
at the Sept. 15 ACLU 90th anniversary gala event at New York's Ellis
Island. g

Jim, who is a plaintiff in the ACLU of Arizona’s suit against SB 1070,
recounted his experiences being racially profiled twice by Arizona law
enforcement officers.

Marian discussed growing up in Arizona and her World War II incar-
ceration for being Japanese American.

AAJC lees Courage Awards
The Asian American Justice Center recog-
nized individuals, companies and organizations
of merit at its Oct. 7 American Courage Awards
in Washington, D.C.
The honorees were: Lt. Dan Choi, a LGBT

lin Odo, founding director of the Asian Pacific
American program at the Smithsonian; and State
Farm Insurance Companies.

0ODO

Former JA Sports Writer is Named Teacher of the Year

A Covington, Wash. language arts teacher who left his job as a sports-
writer to teach at Kentwood High School has been named Washington’s
2011 teacher of the year.

Jay Maebori, 38. has taught at Kentwood since 2001. The former
South County Journal sportswriter got his teaching credential at Seattle
Pacific University.

The state teacher of the year continues in his classroom while doing
some work for the state as an educational ambassador. Maebori will
advance in the competition for national teacher of the year, which is
awarded by the Council of Chief State School Officers during a ceremo-
ny at the White House.

JABA Recognizes Superior Court Appointees

The Japanese American Bar Association of Greater Los Angeles
(JABA) hosted an Oct. 7 reception to celebrate the appointments of
several APAS to the Los Angele Superior Court.

The honorees were Gary Y. Tanaka, Paul T. Suzuki, Upinder S.
Kalra and Timothy S. Saito.

APALC to Honor Local and Global Leaders

At its Oct. 14 awards gala, the Asian Pacific American Legal Center
(APALC) recognized civic leaders and corporate citizens for their ex-
traordinary achievement in supporting the APA community.

Walter and Shirley Wang were honored with the 2010 Public Ser-
vice Award for their commitment to improving our global community
through generous philanthropic activities that span China, Africa and
the U.S. ;

The Nielsen Company was recognized with the 2010 Corporate
Impact Award. .

Four local Native Hawaiian Pacific Islander groups — Guam Com-
munications Network, Office of Samoan Affairs, Pacific Islander
Health Partnership and Tongan Community Service Center — re-
ceived the 2010 Community Partner Award.

Yamamoto Recelves State Bar Award

Mia Frances Yamamoto has received the
State Bar of California’s 2010 Diversity and
Education Pipeline Award for an individual
attorney who makes “outstanding efforts™ on
diversity issues and raises awareness about the

legal system,
| Aco-founder of the Asian Pacific Islander
Law Student Association at the University of
California, Los Angeles in 1969 and a founding
member of the Asian Pacific American Bar As-
sociation of Los Angeles County in 1998, Yamamoto, 66, has mentored
hundreds of students.and young lawyers. B

" YAMAMOTO

~ Family of Slain Hmong American Taking
Wrongful Death Caseto Supreme Court

'_')./

Protestors show their support of Homong American teen Fong Lee and his family at a recent rally.

and “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” activist; Dr. Frank- Fong Lee was shot eight

times because of a gun his

- family said he never had.
. By P.C. Staff and Associated Press

The family of a Hmong Ameri-
can teen shot and killed by a Min-
neapolis police officer in 2006 will
be appealing their wrongful death
suit to the Supreme Court.

Fong Lee, 19. was shot eight
times by Officer Jason Andersen,

1' who claimed Lee raised his arm to

shoot at him.

A 2009 wrongful death trial re-
sulted in Andersen’s exoneration,
but Lee’s family maintains that the

| teen was unarmed when he was

killed.

“I think there’s been a lot of in-
formation not being looked at thor-
oughly,” said Shoua Lee about her
brother’s case. “I think that’s been
going on this whole time. We're
fighting for the next step now.”

With new legal representation,
Lee'’s family members announced
at an Oct. 2 rally that they are
taking their case to the Supreme
Court.

On July 22, 2006, police officers

‘chased Lee through an elementary

school playground where he alleg-
edly raised his arm to shoot at the
police. Andersen claimed he shot
Lee because he feared for his life.
At the rally, community leaders

Florin and Sac’to JACL Denounce

said Andersen’s record of miscon-
duct is a part of a growing lack of
accountability.

*Now is the time for national
Asian American leadership and
activists to step up.” said perfor-
mance poet Bao Post in a Star Tri-
bune blog-post.

Andersen was fired in late Sep-
tember for being untruthful about
a 2008 incident in which he al-
legedly kicked a teen in the head.
That incident resulted in a criminal
charge against Andersen and a law-
suit.

Dept. spokesman Sgt. Jesse Gar-
cia said the firing was “*a non-pub-
lic personnel issue.” l

‘Swastikas on Sac’to King Player’s Mural

Omri Casspi is the 1st NBA
player of Israeli descent.

By Pacific Citizen Staff

In the last six months, a mural
of Sacramento King’s first Israeli
basketball player Omri Casspi has
been defaced with swastikas three
times, The most recent incident
took place in mid-September.

The defacement of the mural,

located in downtown Sacramento,
has been widely condemned and
there is currently a $3.000 award
for information that leads to the
arrest of the vandals. Part of the
groups condemning the hateful
acts are the Sacramento and Florin
JACL chapters.

“This incident is a reminder
that we need to continue sending
a strong message that bigotry is
not acceptable in our Sacramento
community,” said Sacramento
JACL Chapter President Miko
Sawamura.

Casspi is the first Israeli NBA
player who debuted with the

Sacramento Kings in 2009. After

each defacement of his mural.

located on 16th Street between Q.
and R. Streets, maintenance crews
painted over the swastikas that
were painted on Casspi’s forehead.
So far an award of $3,000
is being offered to capture the
perpetrators, monies donated by
Sacramento Mayor Kevin Johnson.
the Sacramento Kings, and the
Anti-Defamation League (ADL),
These recent hate incidents
are a harsh reminder of events
in 1993 when the Sacramento
JACL office. Temple B'nai Israel.
Sacramento NAACP, and the home
of Sacramento City Councilman
Jimmie Yee were all firebombed.
In 1999 three Jewish synagogues
in the Sacramento area were set on
fire. Six months later two Aryan
Brotherhood  members = were
arrested for the firebombs and also
for the murder of a gay couple in
the Northern California town of
Redding.
But the recent mural defacings
have taken many in the area by

surprise, especially Casspi.

“During my first year here, I did
not encounter any anti-Semitism,”
Casspi, said in an interview
with Haaretz. “Not at home or
away games, not on the streets,
nowhere, However, I'm not really
surprised that this happened. Anti-
Semitism exists everywhere. I feel
bad and hurt but I'm continuing
my preparations as usual for the
coming season.”

In the latest 2008 “Hate Crimes
Report”, the FBI disclosed that
hate crimes are on the rise in recent
years. Of the 7.783 hate crimes
reported, 17.5% (1,606) were due
to religious bias. Of these, a large
65.7% were anti-Jewish.

“This shows we have to
start moving towards better
understanding and acceptance,

not just tolerance,” said Marielle
Tsukamoto, President of the Florin
JACL Chapter. B

Anyone with information about
these incidents is asked to call
Crime Alert at 916/443-HELP.
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eBay ... Again

At any given moment on any given
day, you can go on eBay and find literally
thousands of references to the use of the
word “Jap.” At this particular moment,
as | write this article, there are 3,263
references of the word. I've found as
many as 5,000 at other times; business
must be slow today.

Try “Chinaman” and you get 213 hits;
“Nigger.” 197, mostly in book or show
titles; “Gook,” 53, but surprisingly almost
all are surnames.

So what does this mean? In 2000, 1
wrote as the JACL's national director
to eBay to complain about the use of
“Jap” in its sales listings and received a
response from the then-general counsel,
who invited me to meet with him at the
eBay headquarters in San
Jose. He expressed his
concern about the harsh
criticism in my letter and
assured me there was
no intent on eBay's part
to denigrate Japanese
Americans.

The problem, a couple

‘The word had
viriually become
institutionalized on
the Internet as an
abbreviation for
Japan since so many

their listings: over 3,000, and a random
check of about 100 listings, over a third
had uses of the J-word as an adjective,
describing swords, kimonos, figurines,
dolls, etc.

Of course they had no explanation.
Their filtering and so-called checking
system had holes a mile wide. Either that
or they were handing me a load of you-
know-what. _

A few years later, the NAACP lodged
a complaint with eBay about the N-word
appearing on their listings, which
prompted eBay’s announcement that they
were creating special filters to ensure
against this word appearing on their site
except in cases where it was used, for
example, in titles. Now that was easy!
And true to their word, after
a while the N-word only
appeared in titles of books
and shows, and I found
no instances where it was
used as an adjective or in a
pejorative sense by the seller.

After a couple of more
meetings, this is what 1

aftechivk Exnidin:d o products in the [1.S.  learned: technically, it
Length, was that. Jap Was  consumer market gre  Would in fact be difficuit to
used in the earliest days X ; completely filter out the use
of the Internet when only frnm }{Efifm. of the J-word but there were

government employees

— primarily scientists

and researchers — had access to the
worldwide communication network.
Once the general public got access to

the Internet, it was too late. The word
“Jap” was by then widely used to refer to
* things Japanese. And once eBay became
a popular selling site, it was commonly
used as an adjective, as in something like
“Jap sword.”

The word had virtually become
institutionalized on the Internet as an
abbreviation for Japan since so many
products in the U.S. consumer market are
from Japan. .

Remembering a conversation I had
with Clyde Izumi about the high tech
industry and his comment that if you can
imagine it, they can find a way to do it,

[ asked about filters. They claimed that
they filtered out the J-word when used

as an adjective, in addition to which

the general counsel said that they had

a department dedicated to randomly
checking to ensure offensive use of words
didn’t get through.

With that explanation, I used one of
eBay’s computers and checked how
many times the word showed up in

_other measures that could be
used to do a much better job

than eBay does. But this would require an

order from the CEO because there was a
significant cost factor involved. In other
words, the person at the top has to care
enough to cause the change.

But at eBay no one cared. Not really,
because today. there’s still a rampant use
of “Jap” as an adjective and occasionally
as a blatant racial slur.

The former CEO of eBay is currently
a candidate for governor of my state, and
I have to wonder if elected, would she
show more concern for APAs than she
did for JAs at eBay? I hope so because as
far as I'm concerned, her record on that
account is pretty dismal.

I know the P.C. has written at least
one article about this issue, and I've seen
letters to the editor on the subject. Some
P.C. readers may get tired of hearing the
same old thing about eBay, but frankly,
that’s tough. I get tired of eBay’s cavalier
and uncaring attitude, and it’s time they
made some changes. ll

John Tateishi is the immediate past JACL
national director.

COMMENTARY

Making an Imprint on Hiroshima’s History

Matsumoto Ehrlich poses next to a poster of her grandfather's photo exhibit in Hiroshima.

By Akemi Dawn Matsumoto Ehrlich

This summer, a few weeks after many
local and foreign dignitaries commemorated
the 65th anniversary of the atomic bomb
that destroyed Hiroshima, I arrived in the
city with my husband to view two special
photographic exhibitions of my ancestral
home before the bombing. As part of a
larger exhibit, the Hiroshima Prefectural Art
Museum displayed three wall-size panoramic
photos of Hiroshima with the famous domed
building and T-shaped bridge. The cityscapes
were taken at different times — in 1938, in
1945 just weeks after the bombing, and in
2010 — and offered dramatic contrasts. The
other exhibit was at the Hiroshima Municipal
Archives, where we saw more than 100
scenes of city life before the atomic bomb
destroyed it in 1945,

What made these historical images special
to me was the man who took them — my
grandfather Wakaji Matsumoto. The black-
and-white photos were among several
thousand recently discovered images he
created between 1927 and 1942, Before the
city knew about my grandfather’s pictures,
only about 200 pre-war photos existed. This
rich, historical record was a great treasure the
city of Hiroshima wanted to share with its
residents.

I remember visiting my ojiichan in Japan
when | was a child. He lived in a village
where the local farmers still used water
buffalos to pull their plows. I always thought
he was a farmer who dabbled in photography,
so the discovery of his body of work was a
big surprise to me.

Like many of his countrymen, my
grandfather had emigrated from Hiroshima-
ken early in the 20th century and took up
farming on the outskirts of Los Angeles.

He started a family, built up a fairly
successful farm and after several years, tried
photography. He studied with well-known
commercial photographer Toyo Miyatake and
acquired some state-of-the-art equipment. My
grandmother Tee handled the farm business
while my grandfather traveled around taking
pictures.

In 1927 after a drought ruined their crops,
Wakaji and Tee returned to Japan with their
children and settled in Hiroshima where
he opened his own photo studio. With his
modern equipment, he developed a thriving
commercial practice and took photographs
of local businesses, special public events,

newsworthy happenings, everyday life, and
the increasing military buildup in the city
(Hiroshima had always been an important
military site that rose in importance during
the Sino-Russian War and Japan's push for
worldwide conquest).

In 1942, the military restricted photography
in the city, and once again Wakaji’s business
failed. He packed up all his equipment
and moved his family to his home village,
Jigozen, not far from the charming island of
Miyajima, which at that time was about an
hour outside Hiroshima. Early in the moming
on Aug. 6,1945, while my grandmother
washed laundry in the small garden court of
their home, she saw a brilliant burst of light
in the sky coming from the east. At that time
she had no idea it was the flash of the atomic
bomb that incinerated Hiroshima. Because
they were far from the city, the family was
uninjured and their home was untouched,

After the war, Wakaji never pursued
photography again, but he kept all of his
work in boxes in his house. Wakaji lived
until 1965; Tee passed away in 1995 at the
age of 102. Last year, while relatives were
cleaning out the house, they found several
boxes containing old photographs. My cousin
Hitoshi Ohuchi realized the historical value
of the photos, which showed Hiroshima
in its heyday before it was destroyed. In
them, Wakaji preserved the faces of smiling
families standing proudly outside their
businesses, children playing in the river, men
and women shopping on a busy street, and
a cafeteria in a boys’ school bustling with
activity. ;

Three small photos were combined info a
panoramic vista of the city stretching from
the European-style Industrial Promotion Hall
to a T-shaped bridge spanning a wide river —
reportedly the target for the atomic bomb.

These were some of the unforgettable
scenes we saw at the exhibitions. I was
struck by the variety of subjects that caught
Wakaji's eye and how vibrant Hiroshima was
before the war. and is again today. I could tell
how much my grandfather had loved living
there from the way he captured the essence of
the people. And I was moved beyond words
knowing how he had left such a treasure for
the city. My family had been incredibly lucky
during one of the most destructive episodes_
of history, and once again chance had
intervened, allowing my grandfather’s work
to survive all these years so that he could
leave his imprint on history. H
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Asian American Teens Paint A Better Future

Every year about 300 high school students
throughout Southern California take part in

Ryman Arts free courses.
By Nalea J. Ko
Reporter .

With each stroke of golden paint applied to his painting, Yi
Zhoung explains how he never thought his application to a
Southern California art program would be accepted.

The 17-year-old Chinese American had doodled in a black
sketchbook since the ninth grade, but Zhoung says he was
never enrolled in a professional art class outside of school.
That changed about three years ago.

Encouraged by his art teacher at the Palisades Charter
High School, Zhoung applied for Ryman Arts, a free art
program held at the University of Southern California.

To apply for the art courses Zhoung submitted an essay, a
teacher’s recommendation and two still life drawings.

“I didn’t really know much about it. But I figured it, I'd
just try anyway,” Zhoung said about applying to Ryman
Arts. “This is my third year here now. My third semester.”

About 150 high schoolers like Zhoung are enrolled in
Ryman Arts this semester, which is 12 weeks long. There are
about 10 different classes offered every Saturday, ranging
from beginner to advanced courses.

To encourage more Los Angelenos to express themselves
through drawing, Ryman Arts is sponsoring “Make Your
Mark in the Park,” on Oct. 17. The public event will be held
at Exposition Park.

“We're going to have a huge scrolling paper that will wind
its way through the entire park, like 2,000 feet or something,”
said Diane Brigham, executive director of Ryman Axts.
“We're going to have our students leading the way and sort
of encouraging people to draw what’s going on.”

In an effort to foster a love of art at Ryman Arts, students
are given free scholarships to cover the cost of instruction,
field trips and art supplies.

This semester students have come from over 100 different
communities, Brigham says. Asian Americans make up the

majority of the students. About 80 percent come from low-
income areas. All come to hone their artistic talents.

But instructors and staff at Ryman Arts say the program
focuses on more than just developing teenagers’ artistic
abilities.

“This is not just a course, butit's a way toapply for college,”
said art instructor Chuck Huang about the program’s college
and career planning components.

Students agree, saying the art program is an opportunity to
experience college level courses.

“I've been to different, not just one, but different kinds
of places. The ones where you kind of pay and then you go
learn.” said 16-year-old Leslie Park as she wiped cookie
crumbs from her mouth while on break from art class. “They
just say, “Think of something.' And if you don’t think of
something they just kind of go over and do it for you.”

“T've had that experience with other art classes also.”
interjected 17-year-old Ashley Tallichet, who stood beside
Park, munching on cookies.

Before strolling back to their figure drawing class taught
by Huang, the two friends walked past a pile of art toolboxes
and drawing boards left by other students who are also on
snack break.

While enrolled in Ryman Arts the students build a cache
of free art supplies. :

“They have watercolors, they have acrylics. they have all
kinds of graphite and charcoal, they have a drawing board,”
Brigham explained poiming‘ to a student’s stockpile of art
supplies. “It’s really expensive. And a lot of the kids say that
then they continue to use it.”

The free art supplies are something the students say they
do not take for granted.

“They give us, like, all the supplies. Even when we're
done using them for that semester then I keep using them
over again.” said 15-year-old Yoo Jung, returning to her
figure drawing class with a live nude model.

A classroom full of teenagers in a live drawing class with
a nude model can be an awkward experience at first. But
eventually, staff says, the teens learn to focus on their art

“techniques, working on their observational skills.

“There’s usually a few giggles in the beginning and then

everybody is so frantic about drawing,” Brigham explained
about the students’ first experience in their figure drawing
class. “So you quickly just get focused on the art.” Brigham
added that the parents are told during orientation about the
art models.

With a model posed in front of the class, Zhoung and
his classmates were steeped in concentration in their life
drawing class as they finished their acrylic figure paintings.

In addition to building their art techniques and stash of art
supplies, students also develop their art portfolios. College
recruiters are invited to the campus to review Ryman Arts
students’ portfolios.

Over 94 percent of the art students pursue higher education,
according to a study conducted by Ryman Arts.

“So we have colleges, especially art schools, come from
all over the country because we have such good scouting
grounds,” said Rebecca Tuynman. Ryman Arts education
manager.

The rapid pace of the art classes, students say, helps them
build a substantial portfolio for college recruiters.

“The place I've been to is kind of pricey,” Park said about
other art courses she has attended. *“The amount of work I
produced from there compared to here is like so different. I
would produce like one in a couple of months. Here it’s like
[snapping her fingers] each week.”

A senior in high school, Park says the Ryman Arts program
has opened her eyes to a career in the arts. o

“Before I wanted to be a scientist until I went to AP chem
and kind of found out that it wasn’t my thing,” Park said
breaking into a laugh. “I"ve been doing art since I was little.
But I never really took it as something serious. It was just
more for fun.”

A fieldtrip with Ryman Arts to an animation studio piqued
Park’s interest in pursuing a career as an animator.

Now Park hopes to work at Disney or Pixar one day.
Instructors and staff hope other students are inspired by the
art courses too. :

“After that I was thinking, ‘I could actually make
something out of this,” Park said. “'I want to do this. This is
what I really want to do.” H



10 OCT. 15-NOV. 4, 2010

NATIONAL NEWS

PACIFIC ECITIZEN

JACL Joins Other Civil Rights Groups in One Nation March

They march “for jobs, justice, and
education,’ said National Director
Mori.

By Associated Press and P.C. Staff

WASHINGTON—Tapping into anger as
the tea party movement has done, a coalition
of progressive and civil rights groups
marched by the thousands Oct. 2 on the
Lincoln Memorial and pledged to support
Democrats struggling to keep power on
Capitol Hill.

“We are together. This march is about the
power to the people,” said Ed Schultz, host
of “The Ed Show™ on MSNBC. “It is about
the people standing up to the corporations.
Are you ready to fight back?”

In a fiery speech that opened the “One
Nation Working Together” rally on the
National Mall, Schultz blamed Republicans
for shipping jobs overseas and curtailing
freedoms. He borrowed some of conservative
commentator Glenn Beck’s rhetoric and
vowed to “take back our country.”

“This is a defining moment in America.
Are you American?” Schultz told the raucous
crowd. “This is no time to back down. This
is time to fight for America.”

With a month of campaigning to go and
voter unhappiness high, the Democratic-
leaning organizers hope the four-hour
program of speeches and entertainment

energizes activists who are crucial if
Democrats are to retain their majorities in
the House and Senate. The national mood
suggests gains for the GOP, and Republicans
are hoping to ride voter anger to gain control
of the House and possibly the Senate.

More than 400 organizations — ranging
from labor unions to faith, environmental
and gay rights groups — partnered for the
event, which comes a month after Beck
packed the same space with conservatives
and tea party-style activists.

Floyd Mori; national JACL- director,
participated in the march and explained on
his facebook page that JACL was joining
with other Asian American organizations to
march “for jobs. justice. and education!”

Other APA groups included Asian
American  Justice  Center (AAIC),
Organization of Chinese Americans (OCA),
and the National Asian Pacific American
Women's Forum (NAPAWF)

“This movement includes human and
civil rights organizations, unions and trade
associations, nonprofit organization PAWS,
youth and student groups, religious and
other faith groups, educational, peace,
environmental, and ethnic associations,
and any other groups and individuals
who are committed to pulling our country
back together now.” said Karen Narasaki,
president and executive director of the
AAJC, who spoke at the march.

Rev Up Your Savings

Don’t miss out on this incredible rate from JACL Credit Union

Rates as low as

%

New or Used Vehicles

* Limited time offer. On approved credit

Refinancing from another institution or buving a car?

National JACL Credit Union can help you finance vour loan.

Your Keys 1o savings are just a click away. Call or visit our

website and apply online today!

800.544.8828
www.jaclcu.com

National JACL
Credit Union

“Coming out of here, we've got to go
home and ask our friends to vote, ask our
neighbors to vote,” NAACP President
Benjamin Todd Jealous said.

“Ever forward, never backwards.” he led
the crowd in a cheer.

Rose Dixon. a health care worker from

Pawleys Island, S.C., said she hopes the rally
sends a message to lawmakers on Capitol
Hill.
*Stop the obstructionism. Work together.”
Dixon said. “Stop playing politics as usual
and to put the American people first. We're
tired of the politics and the posturing and
the games.”

The Rev. Al Sharpton, addressing
the crowd that swelled through the day,
warned activists against apathy.

“We’ve got to go home and we’ve got
to hit the pavement. We've got to knock
on doors. We’ve got to ring those church
bells,” Sharpton said, urging the crowd to
go home and volunteer for candidates.

Organizers insist the rally is not
partisan. They say the message is about
job creation, quality education and justice.
However, the largest organizations, such

as the AFL-CIO and the Service Employees
International Union, tend to back Democratic
candidates.

But the speakers hardly shied from
criticizing Republicans. :

“If Sarah Palin had a bright idea, it’d be
beginners” luck,” comedian Charlie Hill
joked from the stage about the 2008 vice
presidential nominee.

Beck and former Alaska Gov. Sarah Palin
gathered near the Lincoln Memorial on the
anniversary of Martin Luther King Jr's *I
Have a Dream” speech to urge a vast crowd
to embrace traditional values. Though also
billed as nonpolitical, the rally was widely
viewed as a protest against the policies of
President Barack Obama and congressional
Democrats.

One Nation organizers said they began
planning their event before learning about
Beck'’s rally, and said the Oct. 2 march is not
in reaction to that.

“Our strength is your strength,” SEIU
President Mary Kay Henry led a chant from
the steps where King delivered one of the
nation’s most famous speeches.

“We are one nation, coming together.” ll

By P.C. Staff and Associated Press

California Rep. Loretta Sanchez says she
didn’t intend to offend anyone when she
told a reporter that “the Vietnamese” and
Republicans were trying to take her seat
representing Orange County,

Sanchez said she “used a poor choice
of words that some people have taken as
offensive” in a Spanish-language interview
with Jorge Ramos on a Univision show.

She said she apologizes if she offended
anyone.

In the same interview, Sanchez also
referred to her opponent, Republican
Assemblyman Van Tran, as “very anti-
immigrant and very anti-Hispanic.”

Asian Pacific American groups criticized
Sanchez for her statements.

Calif. Rep. ‘Did Not Intend to Offend |
Anyone’ With Racial Comments

In an Oct. 4 statement. the JACL said
Sanchez’s “use of racial rhetoric has no place
in a political campaign. Rep. Sanchez’s use
of a broad stroke to characterize the intent
of the entire Vietnamese community fails
to recognize the diversity of thought that
exists in every community.”

Tran, a five-year California Assembly
member, told the Los Angeles Times
that Sanchez’s comments were ‘“racial
rampage.”

His campaign manager said Sanchez’s
comment was an attack against immigrants
and the Vietnamese community.

At stake is a district that covers Santa Ana
and Garden Grove and parts of Anaheim
and Fullerton — 8.5 percent are Vietnamese
American. B
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JACL PSW Honors Dedicated APA Communlty Leaders

By Pacific Citizen Staff

The JACL Pacific Southwest District staff
says its 14th Annual Awards Dinner was a
culmination of months of planning to honor
community leaders and chapter volunteers.

The dinner, themed “Reflecting on Our
Legacy, Creating New Milestones,” was
held Oct. 9 at the Grand Long Beach Event
Center.

For PSW staff, the dinner was a chance
to see about six months of planning come
to fruition. But more importantly it was an
opportunity to honor community leaders
and chapter volunteers from different gen-
erations, said Andrew Yick, development
coordinator.

“The experiences of the older generation
are very different from those of the new,”
Yick said about the honorees. “So we don't
want to forget the accomplishments and the
experiences of the people before us. But we
want to, and need to, redefine ourselves in
today’s context.”

The three community leaders that were
honored included Debra Nakatomi, Iku
Kiriyama and Tad Nakamura.

Nakatomi is the president of Nakatomi
and Associates, an organization dedicated
to helping underserved populations address

health, education and environmental issues,
among other things. During the campaign
for Redress, she began her career in the Cal-
ifornia legislature and at the national JACL
headquarters.

Kiriyama has taught in the Los Angeles
Unified School District since 1962, With
three other teachers she helped create the
Japanese language program in the San Fer-
nando Valley in 1963. She also attended the
summer Fulbright program in Japan with
15 other teachers..

Nakamura is a Japanese American film-

maker who has been dedicated to telling
community stories to new generations. His
third film “A Song For Ourselves” is being
screened nationwide and in Canada.
Among the other JACL chapter honorees
were: Arizona’s Doris Asano, Downtown
Los Angeles’ Kitty Sankey, Greater L.A.
Single’s Louise Sakamoto, Orange Coun-
ty’s Betty Oka, Riverside’s Doug Urata,
San Fernando Valley’s Nancy Gohata, San
Diego’s Susan Hasegawa, SELANOCQO’s
Evelyn Hanki, Venice-Culver’s Sam Shi-
moguchi, West Los Angeles” Jean Shige-
matsu and Ventura Country’s Aiko King.
The honorees' awards were sponsored by

Union Bank. Il

Southern California Edison Supports
JACL PSW District Programs

(L-r): Zane Miyamoto, Tim Toda, Southern California Edison Senior Program Project Analyst
Yvette Gonzalez , Keiko Arzouman, Reina Ogino, Alex Kanegawa, Mitchell Loo, Matt Sugi-

moto, Corey Awakuni and Adam Arnot.

The JACL PSW district recently
‘announced Southern California Edison
(SCE) as a partner in developing young
leaders in the community. Through their
support, the PSW district is working to
effect positive social change through various
youth programs.

“SCE is pleased to support the Project:
Community! program, which inspires young
people by strengthening their cultural roots
and encouraging them to become actively
involved in their communities,” said
Veronica Gutierrez, SCE’s vice president,
corporate communications,

Recently, Senior Program Project Analyst
Yvette Gonzalez of SCE spoke to a group
of students from JACL PSW’s Project:
Community! program. This program
engages high school students in community
preservation issues and advocacy in Little
Tokyo. Through their presentation, program
participants were shown ways SCE gives
back and stays involved in the community
through grants, scholarships and educational

programs, and money-saving programs.

Gonzalez also shared her personal story -

of her imvolvement at SCE and let the
Project: Community! participants know of
ways they themselves could get involved

in the company. They were shown various -

opportunities for them at SCE, including
internships, services and job skills training,

Informed by the history and experience
of the Japanese American community, the
mission of the JACLPSW district to advocate
for civil rights and community preservation
through empowerment and activism for
Asian Americans, Pacific Islanders and
other disenfranchised communities.

Through its partnership with SCE. JACL
PSW is carrying out programs such as
Project: Community! that introduces and
engages youth and others in the community.
|

For more information on JACL PSW
programs: Stacy Toyota at stoyota@
jaclpsw.org or 213/626-4471.

PHOTO: GARY MAYEDA

HONOREES: Tad Nakamura, Debra Nakatomi and lku Kiriyama.

i
Health plans for

students and young professionals
2010 rates starting at just
S108/month!

Call the JACL Health Benefits Administrators at

1.800.400.6633

ey or visit www jaclhealth.org
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JA Family Remembers Living in Kersey Boxcar

By MIKE PETERS
The Greeley Tribune

GREELEY, Colo.—It’s barely
holding together now., the old
boxcar. Boards are missing, there's
dirt on the floor, and 60 years of
storage and work and wind and
rain are showing now,

It doesn’t look as if anyone could
have ever lived in this big wooden
box, 50 feet long and 15 feet wide.
‘a space that was steaming hot in
the summer and freezing cold in
the winter,

But now, 65 years after they
lived in this boxcar, Lily Furukawa
and her brother, Mas Koga, come
back to visit.

The sister and brother today look
in wonder at the boxcar where they
lived after World War I1.

“It’s hard to believe. now,” Koga
said.

When they were both in their
preteens, the brother and sister,
their siblings and parents were
forced from their California home
to a Japanese internment camp in
Arkansas. They were the Japanese
in America during World War I1.

And they both remember the
end of the war. “Our father’s home
before he came to America was
Nagasaki,” Furukawa said.

The war ended when atomic
bombs were dropped on Hiroshima
and Nagasaki, Japan.

But at the end of the war, the
family was released from the
Arkansas internment camp and
told they could be taken back to

AP PHOTO/THE GREELEY TRIBUNE, MIKE PETERS

Inside the boxcar where their family lived shortly after World War Il, Mas Koga, left, and his sister Lily Furukawa
visit the abandoned railroad car near Kersey Colorado on Sept. 21. Their family worked a farm and lived in the

boxcar 65 years ago.

California, “There was too much
prejudice in California,” Furukawa
said. “So the family looked for
somewhere else to work and live.”

That “somewhere else” turned
out to be Kersey.

Shortly after the war, the family
was traveling cross country and
were at a gas station named
“Sobers,” in Kersey when they
ran into farmer Victor Klein. He
offered jobs but only had the
boxcar for a house.

They also had family in the area:
The Sameshima family also farmed
nearby. Sam Sameshima was their

parents’ cousin. Lily called him
“Uncle Sam.”

The family fixed up the boxcar,
which was home for the family of
seven for several months. They had
beds at one end, a kitchen at the
other, no water, and an outhouse
nearby. There is still a hole in the
wall, where the stovepipe from the
wood-burning kitchen stove passed
through. It was used for cooking,
but also for warmth in the winter.

“They invited my grandfather,

Victor Klein, out to the boxcar for
dinner sometimes,” said Kathy
Berryman, who still lives in

Kersey. “He used to talk about that,
and how much he enjoyed it.”

Berryman, who with her husband
still owns the farm where the
boxcar stands, said her grandfather
always talked about how nicely the
boxcar was fixed up, and how it
was always so cozy.

Lily lived in the boxcar off-and-
on. “I was almost a teen-aged girl,”
Lily says today with a smile,

“We had splinters in the floor,
water outside and an outhouse?
You think I would live there?”

So, during the school year,
Lily lived in Greeley with a local

family and did housekeeping and
cooking. She attended junior high
in Greeley. She'd come home to
the boxcar on school breaks and in
the summer.

Her brother Mas, now 82 and
three years older than Lily, stayed
at the boxcar and worked the
fields while attending school in
the Kersey area. “It wasn’t easy.”
he says today, “but we managed to
make it work.”

After a few months, the family
made enough money to find a
house in Greeley to rent. They
moved into town, and Mas and
Lily both graduated from Greeley
High School.

The brother and sister went on

" with their lives, both marrying and

eventually moving to California,
where they live today. But they
never forgot the boxcar.

Lily has written a book for teens,
titled “Boxcar Lily,” about life for
Japanese Americans during World
War II, and what it meant to live
in a boxcar. She has finished the
book, but hasn’t found a publisher
and is trying to raise the funds to
publish it herself.

Victor Klein’s son, Jim Klein,
is trying to help Lily get the book
published, and is also trying to have
the boxcar moved to Centennial
Village in Greeley.

And, after 65 years, the brother
and sister returned recently to visit
the worn and tired and dilapidated
old box, still standing and full of
memories on the farm near Kersey.
L]
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Scott Nishizaka D.D.S.
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Silicon Valley JACL Holds Successful Basketball Tournament

Silicon Valley JACL hosted an
Aug. 28-29 basketball tournament
to provide Japanese American
youth with the opportunity to
develop leadership skills and good
sportsmanship.

Sports, especially basketball,
help bring people together from
different areas to form lasting
friendships. These same networks
provide the JACL resources to
continue its mission of protecting
civil liberties and preserving
Japanese cultural heritage.

Results

Men’s Open — Upper: The
Sacramento Barons won the
championship game over the

L.A. Run N Gun. After a tight
first half, the Barons pulled away
in the second half to win the

championship game 73-59. The

East Bay Cardinals finished in 3rd
place with an 89-83 win over-the
San Jose Gametime.

Men’s Open — Lower: TWSS

siliin

S;mmu VALs.m J&CL
= BASKRETBALL
AMENT

from the East Bay came away with
the championship, going 3-0 in the
four-team round-robin tournament.
Second place went to the San Jose
Blazers 2-1.

Women’s Open — Upper: We
Want a Black Shirt finished the
five-team round-robin tournament
40 to take the division and
the champions” black t-shirts.
Hoopwear ended the tournament
3-1 to finish in second place.

Lower:
took the

Women’s Open -
The Power Rangers
championship in this four-team

division with a 3-0 record.
Balanced scoring and solid defense
by the Power Rangers led them to a
first place finish. The second place
Pariahs (2-1) were led by leading
scorer Daniela Roark.

For complete results:
SiliconValleyJACL .dnsalias .net
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V.P. Joe Biden Attends First
U.S.-dapan Council Conference

Vice President Joe Biden delivers the keynote speech at the U.S.-Japan Council Inaugural Annual Conference.
Looking on are (/-r) U.S.-Japan Council President Irene Hirano Inouye, the Honorable Norman Mineta and Fred

Katayama, USJC board member.

Vice President Joe Biden
addressed a crowd of US.,
Japanese and Japanese American
leaders at the U.S -Japan Council’s
(USIC) Sept. 20 inaugural annual
conference.

“There is an  emerging
relationship that we have to get
right between the United States
and China ... frankly. I don’t know
how that relationship can be made
right other than going through
Tokyo,” Biden said. T don't know
how it works without our partner in
that part of the world.”

The vice president added that
common values, together with
Japan’s willingness to be engaged

in global issues, make Japan a
great ally to the United States.
“All has changed in the last 15
years, circumstances have changed
and it requires new thinking, I can
think of no better group of folks

to sit down and think together .

through these changes than with
our Japanese colleagues,” said
Biden.

Sen. Daniel K. Inouye, Senate
president pro tempore, and former
Sec. of Transportation Norman
Mineta also attended the event.
Both are on the USJC board of
councilors.

“The government to government
relationship is just the tip of

24-Hour Bullding Security

Social and Recrentional Activifies 4
{Including Jupanese Crafts and Hobhies)

Qutdoor Courtyard
Library ond Reading Arecs

Emergency Coll System in
Every Apartment
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AN ACTIVE, CARING COMMUNITY FOR SENIORS mmsmi

B¢

Personalized Core Sarvices
Round fhe Clock Care Staff
Restauront Styla Dining Room

Inpanase and Amerian Cuising

Hospite Servica and |
Short Term Stay Avnilable f

the iceberg. It is American and
Japanese people who are the base
of the relationship.” said Mineta.
Led by Irene Hirano Inouye,
former CEO of the Japanese
American  National Museum

in Los Angeles, USIC is a
newly = established, non-profit
organization that focuses on

building strong people-to-people
connections to strengthen the U.S -
Japan relationship.

The council opened its offices
in Washington, D.C. last April,
launching the first organization
dedicated to engaging Japanese
Americans in the U.S.-Japan
relationship. Dr. Paul Terasaki
of the Terasaki Foundation and
George and Sakaye Aratani of the
Aratani Foundation were among
the council’s early benefactors.

More than 200 people attended
the USJC conference. B

REVERSE MORTGAGE

Call for a free information package

Certified Public Accountant

If you are 62 or older and own your house,
a Reverse Mortgage may benefit you!
» Tumn Home Equity into Tax Free Cash
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David C. Miyagawa Chee
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'UCLA AA Studies Announces
'New Aratani C.A.R.E. Grant

The Asian American Studies Center at UCLA recently announced
the creation of a new funding program, “The Aratani CARE Grants.”
“CARE" stands for “Community Advancement Research Endowment”
and is designed to benefit the Japanese American community and at the
same time create closer ties between the JA and UCLA communities.

The establishment of the CARE grants is part of a new Aratani research
endowment that continues the long-standing support. commitment, and
foresight of George and Sakaye Aratani to fund research through the
Asian American Studies Center at UCLA.

“We are extremely grateful for the continued generosity of the Aratani
family in enabling partnerships. between UCLA and the Japanese
American community that will benefit all involved for many years to
come,” said AAS Center Director Professor David Yoo.

Dr. Lane Hirabayashi, = who is the “George
& Sakaye Aratani Professor of the Japanese American
Internment, Redress, and Community” noted that former

Center Director Don Nakanishi worked with Professor Tritia Toyota. a
member of the Center’s Faculty Advisory Committee, to approach the
Aratanis with the endowment idea.

Upon réceiving the Aratanis’ support, Nakanishi appointed UCLA
Professors Toyota, Hirabayashi, and Valerie Matsumoto to vet
community-based researchers as a key step in setting up the new grant
website and dpplication process. Other UCLA faculty who are involved
in Japanese American research and studies will assist in facilitating grants
and research.

All those interested in applying for Aratani C.A R.E. grants are invited
to submit applications through the website: www.aasc.ucla.edu/aratani,

The deadline for this year’s applications is Dec. 1 and
the first round of grants are expected to be awarded in
January, 2011. Grants will be made on a competitive basis. H

Angel Island Celebrates 100 Yrs.

By Associated Press

ANGEL
STATE -
Calif.—Angel Island
Is celebrating the
100th anniversary
of the opening of its
immigration  station,

| which was  once
referred to as the Ellis
Island of the West.
To mark the anniversary. 25
| immigrants were sworn in as
new U.S. citizens recently at a
special ceremony on the island.
Among them were people from the
Philippines. Kenya, China, India.
France and Somalia.

The group was given a tour

of the island’s détention center,

ISLAND
PARK,

held

immigrants
— sometimes for months — by
officials who were charged with
upholding federal laws restricting
immigration.

where were

Jowei Chang, who is from
Taiwan. was among the group
sworn in. She told the Marin
Independent Journal her husband’s
grandfather was held at Angel
Island many years ago.

*I always wanted my children to
come here to know the history of
immigrants and how hard it was to
come to this land.” she said.

From 1910 to 1940. about 1
million immigrants from some
90 countries — including an
estimated 175,000 from China —
were processed at Angel Island.

The station, which is undergoing
a $60 million restoration, was
built to help enforce the Chinese
Exclusion Act of 1882. Many
Chinese immigrants were
detained for up to two years while
immigration officials questioned
their legal status. B

1-800-967-3575
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. National Japanese American

: Memorial Foundation Gala
WASHINGTON, D.C. =
Nov. 4, 11:30 a.m.

- JW Marriott Hotel

: 1331 Pennsylvania Ave., NW

. Cost: $175/Ticket; $2,500/Table;
$1,500 Table (Nonprofit)

¢ The National Japanese American

: Memorial Foundation is proud to

. announce the 10th anniversary

. of the national memorial inspired

. by the Civil Liberties Act. Retired

: U.S. Supreme Court Justice John

. Paul Stevens will be honored

- at the gala luncheon with the

. Award for Censtitutional Rights.

. The Chairman’s Award and the

. Award for Patriotism will also be

. presented.

. Info: Visit www.njamf.com

: TO NOTABLE COM

(L-r) Dan Kuramoto, Dean Cortez, Kimo Cornwell, Danny Yamamoto, ;NeW YOIR SN0 Yous End

. Fundraiser
Shoji Kamedﬂdjune Kuramoto S A% - NEW YORK, NY
Hiroshima Legacy Concert - Oct. 30, 12:30- 3 p.m.
CERRITOS, CA : Nippon Club
OCT. 22, B p.m. - 145 West 57th St.
Cerritos Center for the Performing Arts - Cost: $50/ Buffet Lunch
12700 Center Court Dr.  The New York JACL will hold an

! event to replenish their coffers to
: carry on their activities. This year
: the New York JACL is pleased

: to have Ambassador Shinichi

: Nishimiya, Consul General of

i Japan, to speak about promoting
: relationships between the U.S.

* Nikkei and Japan.

. Info: Visit www.nyjacl.org

Cost: $67, $52 and $37

Hiroshima returns to celebrate its 30th anniversary as part of its
Legacy Tour. The band gamered a 2010 Grammy award nomi-
nation for "Legacy.” It is presented as part of the Great Masters
series. At the heart of "Legacy’, is the convergence of Eastern
and Western music. Joining Hiroshima for the special “Legacy”
conceri are guest vocal artists Terry Steele, Yvette Nii and Jim :
Gilstrap. * The Art of Gaman Exhibit
: WASHINGTON, D.C.

: Now thru Jan. 30

Info: Call 800/300-4345 or visit www.cerritoscenter.com -
— . — : Smithsonian American Art

ASK THE EXPERT
Dr. Toni P- Miles, a professor at the University of Louisville School of [

Medicine, and Robert Phillips, a policy expert at The California Endowment,
address four frequently asked questions about seniors and their benefits under
the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act signed into law in March 2010.

the
Euperts

Question: A lot of seniors are worried that the new law will cut How ﬂw hulth cm
Medicare benefits and make it harder for those in the program to have
good health care. Is this true?

Answer; No. The law guarantees there will be no reductions in basic
Medicare benefits. As you know, Medicare is a health insurance program for those who are 65 or older, some
disabled people under 65, and anyone with end-stage kidney disease.

In fact, starting on Jan. 1, 2011, seniors enrolled in Medicare or Medicare Advantage won't have to pay any out-

of-pocket costs for preventive care such as mammograms, cancer screenings, and annual physical exams.

Question: Many people worry about what they will do if they get a debilitating illness that requires long-
term care. Will they be able to stay at home and be cared for instead of ending up in a nursing home?

Answer: Yes. The new health care law creates a new insurance program called the Community Living
Assistance Services and Support (CLASS) program. CLASS increases your long-term options to live
independently if you have or develop a qualifying disability. For example, this insurance can be used to help pay
for assisted living care and home modifications.

Starting in 2012 or 2013, you will first need to enroll in the CLASS program. After paying premiums for at least
five years and meeting several aligibility requirements, you will be eligible for benefits.

Question: Many who are on Medicare Part D end up spending hundreds of dollars each month to pay for
their prescription drugs. How will the new law affect them?

Answer: The new law will close the doughnut hole.
- Starting in January 2011, pharmaceutical companies will provide a discount of 50 percent on brand-name drugs
to low- and middle-income beneficiaries who find themselves in the doughnut hole. Over time, the doughnut hole
will start shrinking and ultimately disappear entirely in 2020.

This year, Medicare beneficiaries who hit the doughnut hole received a $250 rebate check as part of the new
law. But you'll still have to pay any remaining costs while in the doughnut hole, potentially hundreds of more
dollars.

Question: Will there be any changes to Medicare Advantage for those seniors that have it?

Answer: Yes. The extra payments that privately run insurance'plans have been getting from Medicare will
phase out over the next several years, starting in 2011. This could change your benefits or your costs for Medicare
Advantage. By 2018, all private Medicare Advantage plans will get about the same amount per member as original
Medicare spends, however Advantage plans that provide high-quality care and services will get bonus payments.

If you have any questions about the health care reform law for the expert, call: (800)-871-9012 Ext. 712389#,
or Email your question to asktheexpert@newamericamedia.org or send by regular mail to P.O. Box 410447, San
Francisco, CA 94141-0447.

Museunv/ Renwick Gallery

: 1661 Pennsyivania Ave., NW

. For only the second time in its

: history, the Smithsonian Institution
: is mounting an exhibition related

- to the internment camps. The

. exhibit is based on Delphine

: Hirasuna’s book of the same

: name. Hirasuna is a JACL San

: Francisco member and is also

* serving as a guest curator. Like

¢ her book, the exhibit features arts
. and crafts, made from scraps

. and found materials by internees
* during World War Il

. Info: Call 202/633-7970

A ~ NORTHW

- Kollaboration

- AUBURN, WA.

: Oct. 23, 7-10 p.m.

: The Auburn Performing Arts
. Center

: 700 E. Main St.

: Cost: $15/ Advance;
: $20/ At the Door

: Kollaboration, a

. nonprofit aimed to empower

: through entertainment, is heading
! to Seattle! The competitors—

: Kings, The Melancholics, Sola

: Yun, Gowe, Samuel Shin, Erin

: Kim, Hip Hop Anonymous and

: Black Mamba—will take to the

: stage to showcase their talents.

. Info: Visit www.

: kollaborationseattle.org

: ‘Waiting For Superman’ Film

: Screening

: TACOMA, WA

: Oct. 23(To Run Indefinitely)

: The Grand Cinema

: 606 S. Fawcett Ave.

¢ The film ‘Waiting for Superman’

. will screen daily as a part of a

¢ film series and the Youth Summit,
¢ which is being held in conjunction
: with the Race and Pedagogy

: National Conference. Each

. evening after the film there will

¢ be a public discussion, led by a

. facilitator. The audience will be

. invited to share their views and

: discuss the issues raised.

¢ Info: Visit www.grandcinema.com
. or call 253/593-4474

: Go For Broke National

. Education Center’s Evening of
: Aloha

- ANAHEIM,CA -~

: Nov. 13,5 p.m.

: Hilton Anaheim Hotel

: 777 Convention Way

: Cost: $25

- Guests who attend Go For Broke
. National Education Center’s

: Evening of Aloha gala dinner can
: look forward to a meal created by
. Chefs Roy Yamaguchi of Roy's

: and Akira Hirose of Maison Akira.
¢ A special dessert from King’s

: Hawaiian Bakery and Restaurant
. will also be served.

: Info: Visit www.goforbroke.org or
: call 310/222-5702

. East West Players Play ‘Crimes
. of the Heart’ :
: LOS ANGELES, CA

: Nov. 11 thru Dec. 5 (Regular
. Performances)

: 120 Judge John Aiso St.
: Cost: $35-$45/ General

Admission
Meet three delightfully

': dysfunctioinal sisters: Babe, Meg
- and Lenny. The Southern Pulitzer
: Prize-winning classic with an

Asian American cast will be an

- unforgettable night of laughter and
- tears in East West Players style.

¢ Info: Visit www.eastwestplayers.

> org or call 213/625-7000

. Kucha and the Silk Road

: LOS ANGELES, CA

* Nov. 13, 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.

. University of Southern Calif.

* Waite Phillips Hall B27

- This one-day symposium

: explores the cave temples

: of Kucha, which rank among

;. some of the most significant

- monuments along the ancient Silk
* Road. This symposium brings

: together scholars from around

. the world to discuss a wide

. range of issues related to the

- study and preservation of major
© cave temples such as Kizil and

: Kumtura, as well as the place of
. Kucha in world history.

. Info: Contact Sonya Lee at
sonyasle@usc.edu

i ‘Where There’s a Fight’

. Discussion and Presentation

i EL CERRITO, CA

: Oct. 24, 2-4 p.m.

. East Bay Free Methodist

: Church

. 5395 Potrero Ave.

: Authors Elaine Elinson and Stan

¢ Yogi of Wherever ‘There’s a Fight,’
! the first-ever account of struggles

: to claim and protect civil rights in

. California, will present their work

: and lead a discussion on the Bay

. Area's home front. Also joining the
. discussion are historian Donna

: Graves and National Park Service
. ranger Betty Reid Soskin.

. Info: Contact Emily Anderson at

: 510/620-1252

i Midtones Open Jam

: LOS ANGELES, CA

: First and third

: Wednesday

: Grand Star Jazz Club
: 943 N. Broadway

: Join us for an evening of music

: and entertainment at the Midtones
: Open Jam. Also on the menu for

i the evening is a special birthday

: celebration for Tuesday Night

: Cafe's Sean Miura.

i Info: Visit www.shinkawasaki.com
: orcall 818/720-6650 W

ADVERTISE HERE

*Events in Go*See*Do are
listed based on space
availability. Don’t see your
event here? Place a

‘Spotlight’ ad with
photos of your event for
maximum exposure.

FOR MORE INFO:
pc@pacificcitizen.org
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Ehama, Sue S, 81

Spokane, WA; Sept. 19; Sue was
avid bridge player, member of
Highland Park United Methodist
Church; survived by her children,
Les Ehama, Dr. Elizabeth Ehama
Roukema; brother George
Heyamoto; sister Aiko Minata;
numerous nieces and nephews.

Hattori, Florence Midori, 86
Monterey Park, CA; Aug. 30;
preceded in death by her husband
Joseph Osamaru Hattori; brother
Miyoshi Higa; daughter Sharon
Hattori Lloyd; survived by children
John (Aida), Keith (Catherine);
brother, Robert Kiyo (Kazi) Higa;
sister Sadako (George) Sumida;
nieces and nephews; sister-in-law
Elsie Higa; 3 gc: many ggc.

Heyamoto, Hiromu “Heater,”

87, Seattle, WA; Aug. 16; he was
interned in 1842 with his family

at the Minidoka camp; he later
served in the 442nd Regimental
Combat Team, earning the

Bronze Star and Purple Heart;
predeceased by his parents and
sister Toshi; survived by wife,
Masue; sons Craig, Gary (Cynthia)
and Brian (Susan); brother George
(Peggy); sisters Aiko (George)
Minato; 3 ge.

Iseri, George and Dixie Yoshiko,
90, and 92, Ontario, OR; Sept. 7
and Sept. 8; George was preceded
in death by his parents and
siblings, Thomas (and Winona),
Mitsuo, Manabu (and Rosie),
Daniel, Masato, Gengo, Bill, and
Alice, and brother-in-law Maki
Yamada; Dixie was preceded in
death by her parents and brother,
Sauce and brother-in-law Tom
Sugai. They are survived by their
children Jan, Nancy and Mike;
numerous gc, gge, and 1 gggc;
George's sister, Mae Yamada;
brothers Carl (Bev) Iseri and Oscar
(Ann Iseri; sister-in-law lkue Iseri;
sister-in-law Alice Hayakawa;
Dixie's twin sister Maxie Sugai;
brothers Connie (Glo) Shimojima,
Harry (Mary) Shimojima and Joe

" (Shirley) Shimajima; sister-in-law
Rosie Shimojima; many nieces
and nephews.

lto, Yoshimi, 89

Montebello, Calif.; Sept. 26;
predeceased by wife Misaye,
survived by sons Steve (Kathy) Ito
and Stan Ito, daughter Susan
(Scott) Campbell, granddaughter
Jennifer lto, grandsons Robert and

32 FUKUI

MOR UARY

707 East Temple Street
Los Angeles, CA 90012

Ph. 213/626-0441
Fax 213617-2781

Gerald
Fukui
President

Kevin Campbell, Matthew lto;
sisters, Grace Kodama and Luke
(Doc) Takeda.

Johnigan, Sato Harashima, 78

Gardena, Calif.; Sept. 24; survived
by son Rudolph-Harvey, sister
Hisae (Yukio) Nozawa, nieces
Sakiko (Kazuo) Onada and

Hiroko Nozawa, nephew Akiyoshi
Nozawa, all of Tokyo:

Kanno, George, 85

Orange County, Calif.; Sept. 27;
son of Shuji and Maki;
predeceased by wife Shieko;
survived by three children Joyce
John, and Sue.

Kinaga, Thomas, 87,

Palos Verdes Estates, CA; Sept.
15; he served in the 442nd
Regimental Combat Team;
preceded in death by his brother,
Karl; survived by wife Rose
Nomachi; son, Robert Thomas
(Sue); daughters Mary Elizabeth
(Sammy Brown) and Patricia Anne
(Peter Wong); 9 gc.

Kumagawa, Kwaniji, 83

Montebello, Calif.; Korean

War veteran; predeceased by
daughter Debbie Yamashita;
survived by wife Kumagawa, sons
Mark (Cindy), Dean, Burt (Joni);
grandchildren Ashley Yamashita,
Jay, Emma, Kristin and Kallyn;

~ brother Ichiro (Keiko) Kumagawa

of Japan, Kenzo (Shigeko) and
Takeo Kumagawa,; sister Yaeko
(Manabu) Watanabe of Japan;
also many nieces, nephews and
other relatives here and in Japan.

Mizuta, George, 90
Ontario, OR; Sept. 25; survived
by his wife of 63 years Mary; five

children Jerry (Naomi), Sharon,
David (Patricia), Margie (George)
Yasuda; three brqthers Fred, Tak
and Jim; numerous nieces and
nephews; 12 gc; 2 ggc.

Nishizaki, Lillian Miyeko, 78

Ontario, OR; Sept. 28; preceded
in death by her father, husband,
mother, sister and daughter Kathy;
survived by her sons Michael
(Jane) Nishizaki, Richard (Marnie),
Gary (Kim) Nishizaki and Bryan
(Suzanne) Nishizakl; 8 gc.

Ogasawara, Roy Hihumi, 96
Honolulu, HI; Oct. 4; a retired
carpenter foreman and mason;
survived by sister, Fujie Odata;
son, Ralph Ogasawara; daughters,
Gale (wayne) Fontenelle, Hazel
(Michael) Yoichisako, Cheryl
Ogasawara; 8 gc; 1 gge.

Okui, Walter Chikazu, 78
Honolulu, Hi; Sept. 28; he was

a machinist for the Pearl Harbor *
Naval Shipyard; survived by
sisters, Kimiko Okui and Betsy
Kim.

Sakuma, Fumiko, 87

Montebello, CA; Sept. 23; survived
by siblings, Chizuko Sakuma,
Mitsuko Higuchi, Kazuko (Mitsuo)
Natsume, Ikuko (Shig) Hozaki and
Tadashi (Geri) Sakuma; many
nieces and nephews.

Sato Riyo, 96

Chicago, IL; Oct. 10, 2009;

she was a world traveler, artist,
photographer and teacher of art
for 30 years; she lived with gusto,
focus and flair; she is survived by
her sister, Kiyo (Sato) Hashimoto,
who still lives in Chicago; several
nieces and nephews in California,

TRIBUTE

Sally Nishiyama Schurr

August 1, 1925 - September 21, 2010

Sally Nishiyama Schurr
died on Sept. 21, 2010. Born
Aug. 1, 1925 in La Puente,
Calif. to Saburo and Seki
(Hiraoka) Nishiyama, Mrs.
Schurr grew up in California.
She and most of her family
were interned at the Heart
Mountain camp in Wyoming at -
the beginning of World War 11,
when she was in high school.
She left the camp to attend
Cornell College in lowa and
later moved to Washington,
D.C. She worked for decades
as the senior assistant to a
prominent energy economist,
the late Sam Schurr, at the
think tanks Resources for the

Future and Electric Power Research Institute, in Washington and
Palo Alto, Calif.. She received a B.A. in 1952 from the College of
Arts and Sciences at American University. Late in life, she married
Mr. Schurr. Her survivors include her brother-in-law, Eimer Yoshino
of Irvine, Calif., 16 nieces and nephews, and numerous great-
nieces and great-nephews. A memorial service was held on Oct. 3
at Columbia Memorial Park in Columbia, Md.

Arizona, Colorado and New
Mexico.

Shigeoka, Matsuko, 89

~ Hilo, HI; Sept. 20; a retired

employee of Thermo-Lux Corp.;
survived by daughter, Joyce Higa;
brother Yoshikazu Mizuguchi; 2 gc;
2 ggc.

Sugii, Tsuneko, 86 -
North Hollywood, Calif.; Sept. 30;
survived by brother Yoshihiko,
sisters-in-law Toshiye and Mary,

" and many nieces, nephews, great-

nieces and great nephews.

Takahashi, Shizuye, 91

Santa Barbara, CA; Sept. 12;
predeceased by husband, Hitomi
Roy Takahashi; survived by
daughters Tomoye Tokumaru
(Dennis) and Chiye Horiguchi
(Bruce); many nieces and
nephews; 2 gc; 1 ggc.

Uchida, Nobue, 76
Battled pancreatic cancer

daughters Kathy Uchida and
Teresa Van Foeken, son Nathan
Uchida, daughter Kim Nuzum,
granddaughter Juliana Van
Foeken, and son-in-law Doug
Nuzum.

63, Aiea, HI; Sept. 29; she was

a judiciary clerk; survived by
husband, Wayne; sons Garett and
Eric; daughter Jan; brother Russell
Hanai; sister Colleen Minami; 2
gc.l

HONOR YOUR
LOVED ONES

‘In Memoriam’ is a free
listing that appears on a
limited, space-available basis.
Tributes, which honor the
memory of your loved ones with
original copy and photos, appear
in a timely manner at the rate of
$20/column inch.

For more information:
pc@pacificcitzen@org or

(800) 966-6157

for 13 months; survived by
(562) 598-9523

Established 1965 @

Imperial Jewelry Mfg. Co.
Fine Jewelry = Custom Designing = Repair
11072 Los Alamitos Bivd.
Los Alamitos, CA 90720
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RELIABLE, COMPASSIONATE, PERSOMALIZED-
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911 VENICE BOULEVARD
LOs ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90018
TEL (213) 749-1449
FAX (213) 7490265

BARTLRVABER ¢ TVEEVTVERY,

www.kubotanikkeimortuary.com

Now Available on
the Mainland

Call Toli-free 800-212-5953
We have a select inventory of Koual Coffee
products. We ship via USPS from Kaual, Hawail
of Reno, Nevoada.

W Clovenenienmsise, com

SOUP TO SUSHI
{a special collaction of favorte recipes)
New Deluxe 3-Ring

Binder Cookbook With
Over 750 Recipes

$25 (plus $5.50 handling)

Wesley United Methodist Women
§66 N. 5th Street
San Jose, CA 95112

UnATIMAYA S

See Our Weekly Specials

at www.iwajimaya.com
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Helping every member of your family
create a solid financial future.

Receive a FREE Maneki Neko bank when you open a Union Bank® checking account,
our gift to bring good luck to your family! Choose our Free Checking account,
and you'll enjoy convenient & worry-free features like no monthly service charges

and no minimum balance requirements to help your family manage their finances.

In addition, when you sign up for direct deposit or make three online bill payments,

you'll receive a $125 bonus? What a great way to start welcoming in good fortune.

And, with your FREE Maneki Neko bank, you can start saving for your child. Choose
from a selection of Youth Banking accounts that can help your children take their

next steps in life.

Visit your local branch today to find out how you can begin a prosperots ﬁnam:iu

future for your entire family.

As part of Mitsubishi UF) Financial Group, one of Japan’s most respected banking groups, we have specialized bankers

with international business and wealth management expertise ready to help you plan your future.

Maneki NBkﬂ. bank! a Arthwme Corporate Banking DowntownL.A.  Downtown L.A. Gardena Irvine Japan Center

when youopen achecking B ’4052-245—84{12 213-488-3848 213-236-7700  ThePrivaleBank  310-354-4700 949-250-0580 415-202-0350
account by 10/26M10 B 213-236-7012 :
AND UﬂbTokyo Montebello Palo Alto S. Gardena SanFranciscoMain  SanFranciscoMain  SanJose Main
$1 2 e 2!3-9?2-5509 323-T26-0081 650-941-2000 310-532-5522 415-765-3434 The Private Bank A08-279~ NOO
- o 415-705-7188
BONUS’ | sanMateoMain  Siockton ~ Sunnyvale Torrance WestFresno WestL A,

| 650-342-9411  209-466-2315  408-738-4900 310-373-8411  559- zamsm 310-391-0678 o

(1) While supplies last. Limit one Maneki Neko bank per new account. (2) To qualify for the $125 bonus, open a Union Bank Free Checking account or any other personal checking account by 10/29/10 and establish one qualifying service.
Qualifying services include an ongoing monthly direct deposit of $100 or more, OR 3 Union Bank online bill payments each month to three different payees, beginning the month after account opening. Minimum opening deposit $100.
The $125 bonus will be deposited by 1/31/11 into the personal checking account, which must be active and in good standing. Limit one offer per household. Not valid with other offers. As required by law, bonuses must be reported as
interest paid and requires Form 1099-INT be sent for tax purposes by 2/15/12. Available for personal accounts only. Other charges, such as cvertlirafl fees, will still apply. Rt

-
Visit us at unionbank.com ©2010 UnionBank, N.A. FD
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